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The _ HE following quotation is selected from an advertise-

1 £ ment which recently appeared in a weekly contem-
Value of a porary. In making this selection we are not in the
least biased by personal or business relations with

Guarantee, the firm who inserted it; in fact, our attention was

first called to it when it was reprinted as reading
matter by an English magazine:

“*The ordinary stamp collector is not an expert. When he buys he must, to a greas
extent, rely upon the honesty and knowledge of the dealer with whom he trades. Dealert
whose announcements are admitted to the columns of reputable periodicals must be known
as honest before the publishers will accept their advertising. Presuming that the dealer
with whom you trade is honest in his intentions, there are still to be considered his aéilZizy
to make good what he guarantees and his knowledge of stamps.

“Suppose you buy a stamp to-day and five years from now you discover something the
matter with it.  Will the dealer who sold it to you make good his guarantee? Are you
buying it from an established, reliable concern, or from some man or boy who is dealing in
stamps as a recreation, to make a little money evenings, who is in the stamp business to-day
with the best of intentions, but who will be, five years from now—perhaps in the stamﬁ’
business? Ten to one, not, as a comparison of the advertising columns of this paper wit
those of five years ago will testify. Of what possible permanent value is the ‘ guarantee’
of any concern that is not in the stamp business to stay ?

¢ But a guarantee should mean something more than that the dealer wiil refund your
money if the stamp isn't all right. It should mean that it ¢s right, that the dealer £nows it
is right. That is where &nowledge of stamps counts. A successful stamp dealer must be not
only a good business man, but a student of stamps—a philatelist in the best sense of the
word. No permanently successful stamp business was ever built upon any other lines. The
concern which pays attention only to dollars and none to stamps, which considers its stock
only ‘as any other kind of merchandise,” which bases its guarantees on the sources from
which the stamps came—the knowledge of others, the ‘ten-day’ limit of a " snap’ picked
up at some auction sale—that concern is sowing a harvest of disappointment for its cus-

tomers to reap.” .

There is much food for thought in these lines and the matter is very
well expressed.

It is not probable that any of the dealers, whose names appear on the
advertising pages of philatelic periodicals, would #Anowingly sell a bogus
stamp They have no intention of being dishonest, but they stop at that.
Intentions, probably, are very well in their way—in fact, they are reputed
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to have served as pavement for a certain broad and much traveled road,—
but we get more practical results from knowledge. “ Knowledge is power.”’
There is more value in a single “I know ™ than in ascore of ‘‘I guess.”
But knowledge means time and money spent in studying. collecting and
comparing. The men who have such knowledge must be paid to exercise it
and you, in turn, must pay for it, if you expect to benefit by it.

‘1 he collector who buys his stamps from long established firms does not
get as large discounts, or as many ostensible bargains, as are offered him by
more ephemeral concerns but he does get the benefit of long years of busi-
ness experience and of expert knowledge of stamps When the time comes
to sell his collection, he will not have the unpleasant experience of seeing
more or less of his supposed treasures thrown in the waste basket

Nothing for nothing is usually given in this world. If you want know-
ledge you must be prepared to pay for it; if you prefer to purchase good in-
tentions, you may find that you have paid a large price for a commodity of
little value, There is an old adage about the cost of tuition at the school of
experience. * Fifty per cent discount” has a very attractive sound. but no
dealer can afford to give such a discount, except on occasions, and not take
an unfair advantage of someone. Either the man from whom he buys or the
man to whom he sells must suffer.

The man who deals in stamps as an evening occupation, a side issue or
merely because he must do something for a living and thinks this is an easier
business than many others, is not likely to become an expert and someone
will be the looser by his blunders. The man who sells you a stamp about
which he kuows nothing, any more than that it “looks all right” or because
it “ came out of a fine collection,’ probably does not intend to cheat you, but
he frequently does, just the same. Ten years hence, when he is out of busi-
ness and you discover that you have paid good money for worthless articles,
it will be very small satisfaction to know that the vender *‘ meant well.”

It is a good thing to have the guarantee of a firm who will, at any time,
repay the cost of a stamp, which they may have sold you without knowing it
to be bad; but it is a much better thing to have the guarantee of a firm, who
know the stamp to be good when they sell it and so do not need to refund in
the future

It may be thought that, like the boy in the fable, we are crying “ Wolf !"
when no danger is near, but could our readers see the things which are sent

us, almost daily, for examination, they would be convinced that the danger
is real and present.—]J. N. L.

)
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Our English Letter.

By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL.

LonpoN, 1z2th, Dec. 1903.

Our new Gibbons catalogue is out, and I have had a general glance
through it. Of course the great question in a new catalogue is one of prices,
and especially in our Gibbons which has been a little frisky in that direction.
The general impression left on my mind after a brief examination is that in
most cases where there is what may be termed a sufficient ‘in sight” avail-
able supply of a stamp Gibbons has continued the pricing down process
which it started back in 1899. If the process continues, in some  stamps,
collectors will be able to get them on “ presentation of their cards.”

But there some are stamps, many stamps, and the number is every’year
increasing, which neither Gibbons nor any other catalogue can price down
without facing serious loss. Such stamps are mostly advanced a stage or two
in the inevitable upward direction.

Here, then, is a pleasant little employment for the leisured collector.
Take Gibbons and note what stamps have been regularly advanced in price
and make a note thereof, and look into your own collection. If you have
not got those stamps make up your mind that the priceis not likely to turn
more in your favor, for it is confessed on all hands that this season has been
one of the very worst, if not the worst, that stamps have known on this side.
of the Atlantic Hence, to stimulate sales it is more than probable that Gib-
bons, priced as it is by a shrewd business man with his finger on the pulse of
the market every day in the year, has lowered prices intentionally wherever

.he could. Any way, that is my impression, and I make special mention of
it in order that the collector may realise that this is the day of his opportun-
ity, if he has the courage to buy on a falling market. Some year or so later
on, when prices have begun to mount up and up, as they most surely will,
collector after collector will be saying “ Oh, why was I such a fool as not to
fill up my blanks when the dealer was hard up for business and anxious ta

sell 1”

Some people very much object to this continual jumping about of prices.
The small dealer, and indeed most dealers when it was started, cried out ter-
ribly. Now they are getting accustomed to the process. And, as there are
compensations to the knowing ones, there is not so much profanity in the
philatelic thoroughfare ie., in the Strand, as there used tosbe when a new-
Gibbons was issued The compensations consist of rises here and there
alongside the drops. One stamp of a series may be dropped from 155 to 7s,
6d and the dealer who is well stocked gets ready to swear in his very best
style But the next stamp, of which he has still a better stock, he finds has
been suddenly trebled in price after sticking'at a nominal ﬁgure for years.
And so the game goes merrily on,



LonpoN, 19th December, 1903.

Prices at auctions are not very brilliant with us yet. They suffer from
the prevailing quietness of trade generally. And I am told thata good many
bargains have been picked up by those who have the cash to spare and the
courage to buy, but the average man will prefer to put off his buying until
things are more lively and, as he will put it, more encouraging for a fellow to
launch out in stamps. Then there will be plenty of buyers and a very
appreciable proportion will be the very men who want the stamps to-day.

It is no use throwing out hints to people generally that now is the time to
earich ones collection cheaply. They apparently preferthe sociability of
going in when others are atit. But the few wise ones quietly fill up their
blanks and add a few other countries in these times, and when the rush comes
and they are comparing notes with fellow collectors they are able to smile at
the record prices at which some good folks are building up their pages.

I suspect that Mr Castle will have choked afew timorous ones off
Austrailian new issues, especially those of the New Zealand caste And the
silly ones who follow his advice will be.paying through the nose later on for
what they can pick up at new issue rates to-day The knowing ones, all the
same, are taking particular care that they do not miss a variety. I heard the
other day of a prominent collector who scoured the whole of London for a
small variety and at last ran a block of four to earth at new issue rates, and
now we hear that of that variety only one sheet was issued. Besides, it is a
most curious phenomenon thatnew issues have a way of growingold Even
the great “‘Post Office” Mauritius was once only a few hours old, and of
course you know it was made an error for private ends by a‘venal” postal
administration.

Our friends of the ‘‘venal” persuasion in Seychelles seem to be content
for the present with their three surcharges on the kings head series, but we.
have not heard, as yet, of the restoration of the normal 3c. A good bit of at-
tention has been paid to Seychelles of late, apparently since Mr. Ehrenbach
discovered the two dies in the first series. It is not a bad little country. de-
spite its “venal” propensities in the surcharging direct.on. What a pity it is
that they cannot hang a few of the gang of speculators who infest the colony.
Some day we shall have specialist writing up the country, and I suspect we
shall then hear of varieties which have not yet found their way into the cat-
alogue, why I know not. We chronicle the short ‘“1” in * Gibraltar ",
1889 issue but why not the much more pronouneed short “1’ in “CENTS’ in
the 36 centson 45c; of 1896 of Seychelles ?

‘ Lonpon, 26th Dec., 1903.

There seems to be an idea abroad that Australian current issues perf. 11
ave going to be scarce, if not even rare in one or two cases. A collector here
got information from what he says is a most reliable source that of the West-
ern Australiz 2s only one sheet was done on the perf. 11 machine. I am
very sceptical, for I happen to know that after hunting about for a copy he
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came upon Gibbons' stock with a good supply priced only double face,
and that he only took a block of four. I rather think there are not very
many collectors who would not have cleaned out Gibbons at the price, and
laid them by if they had very much faith in their information. Such little
pickings are welcome enough to most collectors for, even apart from the
speculative spirit, they give the collector more money to spend on his collec-
tion, and very few would turn aside from such a chance.

1 see by the Australian Journal of Philately that orders are said to have
been given that no more stamps are to be perforated on the 1t machine at
Melbourne, but the Victorian postal department is a curiously conducted af-
fair. If Mr. Castle had gone for it instead of New Zealand he would prob-
ably have found some real cause for righteous indignation. However, to be
on the safe side it may be just as well for collectors to secure all the perf. 11
while they are to be had at current rates. It is never safe to postpone col-
lecting varieties of current issues. To do sois to risk being made to pay
high prices later on.

I am very much amused over a paragraph in the Australian Journal of
Philately about the high value Postage Dues. That generally well informed
journal scouts the idea of the necessity of the 1cs and zcs, and adds that
¢ those officials, whose duty it is to handle the PD’s, and who have been in
the department since their introduction, have never seen them. They are a
speculative issue pure and simple and a disgrace to the Commonwealth."
The Monthly Journal after quoting a statement that these values have not
yet been issued, adds ‘‘ Let us hope they never will be.”

Well now, as to the necessity for such high values of Postage Dues alittle
fact is worth a column of diatribes during the present state of disturbed phila-
telic imaginations. I have in my collection a 55 Postage Due of the blank
space, or first Commonwealth issue, which was one of a pair given me by a
London City merchant trading with Australia, and this pa r came off the
ordinary correspondence of his firm. I separated the pair because one of the
stamps was damaged. My friend told me that such high values were not un.
known in the case of his firm My copy is cancelled with the Adelaide post.
mark and is dated “ Ja, 2, 3.”

LonpoN, 2nd January, 1904.

It looks as if this year of grace is to be with us more or less an Italian
year, philatelically. Dr. Diena, the eminent Italian specialist, has for years
devoted his attention to the issues of his own country, and various arrange-
ments are now on foot to secure his results for publication in English book
form. He has undertaken to write up the issues of Modena for the Prkilatelic
Record, incorporating his latest researches. These articles will run from
month to month in the 1go4 vol. of the Record.

Modena is a most interesting country, for it is full of those varieties that
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‘tempt the specialist to go deeply into it. There is plenty of material in the
thands of several great specialists—one or two of the Italian princes, Dr.
Diena and the Earl of Crawford. At one of our meetings of the London
Philatelic Society, a session or so ago, the Earl of Crawford showed us some
of his Modena sheets, or rather blankets, for I never saw such enormous
sheets of stamps in a collection before. They were eye-openers to most of
us, but then the Earl started as a specialist with Italian States, and his friend-
ship with the great Italian collectors soon opened the way to his acquisition
of a grand accumulation.

Besides Modena, Dr. Diena has a very important work on the little one
horse issue of Sicily which will be published this year by Gibbons, and I am
told that it will be one of their finest handbooks. Just fancy to what a stage
of philatelic study we are getting when a small one issue State allows scope
for a bulky handbook all to itself. Some day, perchance, we shall have
monographs on each of the separate issues of great countries. As a writer
I feel that way inclined myself, if only each day would but lengthen out into
48 hours instead of the short 24 to which we are usually treated.

Other Europeans are more or less still under a cloud. No one seems to
give much attention to them now, except one Mann with his £ 30.000 Castle
collection. There is also a little flutter in French i issues, always more of a
favorite with us than the German States.

The great boom in Europeans which has been prophesied for the last
decade, is yet to come, but somehow or another something is continually in-
terfering with its overdue arrival. At present the continued depression
in Germany seriously interferes with German buying. I am also told that
‘German collectors still cling to their old preference for used stamps, making
~la,s they do a speciality of getting the various and very interesting old cancel-

ations.

LonDoN, gth January, 1904.
I have had a very amusing circular from your side concerning a new
album, * deSIgned exclusively for the unsurcharged stamps of Great Britain
and Colonies,” and I am presumed to give it a send off in the English maga-
zines for which I write. This explanatory circular must have been written
by some one recently very much out of sorts in the brain department. He
says, “ Out of a total of 2215 catalogued stamps, more than 125 per cent. are
but varieties, surcharges and rubbish.” On this side of the water we have a
little difficulty in understanding how out of every 100 stamps 125 can be rub-
bish. I guess that this genius must have some way of peeling a stamp into
two.

Then, on another page of this precious document, we are assured that
** from a pecuniary point of view surcharges are an unproﬁtable investment,
as when sold again but a small portion of their original cost can be obtain-
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ed.” The man must be a real humourist. And, forsooth, the album is dub-
bed “ Royal.” Don't you think you might provide some quiet asylum for
these anti-surcharge cranks.

_ Talking of albums, we are indebted to your side for a very promising
rival to the album. It is an adaptation of the card filing system which is
now being very largely used in our commercial houses. In future we are to
be persuaded to utilize the same system for preserving our stamps. Some
three or four years ago the inventor called on me and we spent several even-
ings going into the idea but, as he insisted on “one stamp, one card,” which
he called *finality,” we agreed to differ, and I refused to write up such a
cranky notion and tried to persuade him not to waste his money on it. And
there the matter, as I thought, had dropped.

But Messrs. Lawn & Barlow, a new firm of stamp dealers with premises
in the swell thoroughfare of Regent Street, have actually started the manu-
facture and sale of this “one stamp one card” system. We have had several
discussions, and the result is they are convinced that they must open out the
plan into larger cards, more in the direction of album pages. Therefore they
are preparing two larger sizes, one four inches by six inches, and the other six
inches by nine inches. I have been testing the plan and I am bound to con-
fess that I believe it will settle the album question. The plan is simple and
€asily adaptable to all kinds of individual needs, likes and dislikes, in arrange-
ment. You can crowd your stamps on one page or card or display them one
series on a card, in fact, to put it briefly, it possesses all the advantages of
‘the movable leaf album with the addition of greater compactness and greater
facility for reference and the absolute absence of friction. You pull out a
drawer in a cabinet and that one drawer holds 250 cards, or the equivalent
of three bulky albums. New cards can be added anywhere without rearrang-
ing the drawer. This is an obvious advantage over the movable leaf album
which will only hold a given number of leaves. So that when a fresh issue is
started a fresh card is dropped into its place. When I have thoroughly tested
the plan I shall be able to give my experience for the benefit of my fellow
«collectors.| §The system is known as the “ Cistafile.”

S



Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties.

By Geo. L. ToppaN.
Copyrighted. All rights reserved.

[Continued from page 421.]

NoTE:—We regret to say that, in the last instalment of this article, the
two first cuts upon page 414, Figs. 132 and 133, were inadvertently trans-
posed. If our readers will simply alter the figures under the cuts the error
will be corrected.

Cape of Good Hope.

1861.

Fig. 166.

The errors of color of the “ wood blocks " are very generally known. A
clicke of the 1d. (Fig. 166) was inserted, by error, in the plate of the 4d. and
a 4d in the plate of the 1d. This naturally, resulted in stamps of each value
being printed in the color of the other.

1863-71.

Fig 167. Fig. 168.

The rectangular stamps, issued in this year, are to be distinguished from
the later issues by the fact that a fine outer line of color surrounds them.
(Fig. 167). In the later issues, commencing in 1871 with the 1d. value,
this line is omitted. (Fig. 168.)



1879.

Fig. 1€9.

3d on 4d.—There are two errors of surcharge (Fig. 169) as follows:
Var. 1—* THR. EE ’ instead of “ THREE
Var. 2,—“ PENCB " instead of “ PENCE.”

1882.

%4d on 3d.—A variety exists in which the “ p” of “ PENNY” has been
omitted.

1891.

Fig. 171,
2%d on 3d —A variety exists in which the figure “r” of “ 34" has a
straight serif.

1893.

1d on 2d.—A variety exists in which there is no period after * PENNY."
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Cape Verde.

1871-85.

Fig. 173.

qor.—The plate of this value (Fig. 173) contains, through error, a stamp
inscribed “ MocAMBIQUE " instead of *“caBo VERDE.” This error, however,
is not recognizable unless it is se feman! with the stamp bearing the “ caBo
VERDE " inscription, as it was correctly issued for Mozambique in the same

colors.

Ceylon,

1886.

Fig. 174.

25c.—An’error of this stamp is known in which the numerals of value,
which are printed separately in this, as well as the 15c. and 28c. stamps, ap-
pear in olive-yellow instead of brown. (Fig. 174.)

1890.

Fig. 175,

sc. on 15¢.—Two errors in the surcharge upon this stamp (Fig. 175)
are known, as follows:

Var. 1.—" FLVE " instead of * FIVE”.

Var. 2.—The word “ REVENUE " is omitted.
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Chile,
1854.

Fig. 176.

sc. Lithographed.—Notwithstanding the early date of issue of the
stamps of this type the fact that they were ever produced by the lithographic
process remained unknown until 1go2z, when attention was first generally
called to them by Mr E D. Bacon in a paper upon “ The 1853 to 1867
Issues of Chili ” read before the Philatelic Society, London, and afterwards
published in the London Philatelist.

The subject is so full of interest that we take the liberty of reproduc
ing in full that section which treats of this particular series * . )

I have now an important discovery to make known in connection with
the printing of some of these early stamps Very soon after I commenced
collecting Chili stamps with the view of writing the present paper, my friend
Mr T. W. Hall showed me a postmarked pair of the five centavos value that
had been sent to him by Mr John N. Luff, of New York. The right-hand
stamp of this pair had a curious break about the centre of the outside frame-
line at the top, and Mr. Luff, with his usual acumen, pointed out that he did
not see how this flaw could occur in a stamp printed from a line-engraved
plate, and if he was right in his conjecture, could this particular pair, he
asked, have been printed by lithography ? I submitted the stamps to more
than one practical printer in London, including Messrs. Perkins, Bacon &
Co., and they were all of the opinion that the pair showed unmistakable
signs of having been printed from a lithographic transfer taken from the
engraved plate. Since then Mr. Hall and myself, by dint of constant search-
ing, have come across other specimens, and amongst these are two or three
stamps which show even more pronounced flaws than the one I have de-
scribed.

We know from an extract from a report of the Minister of the Interior.
a translation of which I shall give further om,** that the Santiago printers
found great difficulty at first in producing the stamps from Messrs. }'erkins
Bacon & Co’s engraved plates, and there can be absolutely no doubt that in
the case of the five centavos value they took a transfer from the plate and
printed a certain number of the stamps by lithography. In laying the
transfer paper on the stone slight folds or rucks occurred in a few places,
which accounts for the abnormal varieties sometimes met with; just as in the
examples of the lithographed fourpence Western Australia of the first issue,
and the one-third and three groschen stamps of Oldenburg of January, 1861,
we find specimens of a similar nature.

I am unable to say for certain to which printing of 1854 the litho-
graphed stamps belong, but I think it is probable that after taking trial im-
pressions from the plate of the five centavos in June, it was decided to try to

*Cf. The London Philatelist, Vol. XI, (1go2), pp. 162—164,
**As this possesses no general interest we omit it.
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print the stamps by lithography. The result was so indifferent that it was
probably quickly abandoned, and then the stamps of August and October
were printed direct from the plates. We know, at any rate, that the ten
centavos stamps printed in the two last months must have been made from
the plate, as a most diligent search by Mr. Hall and myself has not resulted
in the discovery of a single lithographed stamp of this value. If my surmise
is correct, the number of the lithographed five centavos stamps was, there-
fore, 155.520.

The color of the lithographed five centavos varies from pale to dark
brown, and also from pale to dark orange-brown. [he impression, as in all
lithographs, has an appearance of flatness, and the details of the engine-
turned background are very confused and indistinct, and there are sometimes.
blotches of color about the design  Still, notwithstanding these defects, it
requires a practised eye to pronounce a decision in some instances as to
whether a particular specimen is lithographed or is printed direct from the
plate.

I will now give a description of the abnormal varieties Mr. Hall and I
have jointly met with :*

Var. 1 —The whole of the bottom part of the design has been rucked
up, so that the stamp measures 21 % instead of 23mm. in height. The top
part of the letters “ ENTA " of *“ CENTAVOS ”, the middle part of theletter ‘¢’
and the bottom part of the letters “ vo " of that word have entirely diappear-
ed.

Var. 2.—The lower part of the numeral “ 5 * is smaller and is of a dif-
ferent shape from the ordinary. The letters * HILE " of ¢ CHILE " are smaller,
and there is a break in the outer frame line of the stamp at the right side, a
little above the letter “s” of * CENTAVOs.”

Var. 3.—Break in the outer frame-line of the stamp, beneath the space
between the letters “A "’ and “Vv” of ‘ ceNtavos’ The letters *“cenT”
and left half of the “ A" of *““CENTAVOS "’ are smaller and misshapen. There
is, also, a break in the outer frame-line of the stamp at the top, over the letter
“R " of “FrRANCO ", and the down stroke of the letter “ F" of that word is
thinner.

Var. 4.—Break in the outer frame-line of the stamp at the bottom, be-
neath the space between the letters “ A" and “v"” of “cENvavos” The
letters ‘““cH” of ‘“ CHILE " are smaller and the letters “ TA" of “ CENTAVOS '
are broken and misshapen

Var. 5.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp at top, about the
center. The letters “Eos—Po " of * CORREOS PORTE " have the upper part
cut off. (This is the variety sent by Mr. Luff )}

*Mr. Bacon describes ten varieties numbered from 1 to 10. In the London Philatelist
for June, 1903, Vol. XII, p. 150, are some further notes upon this stamp, by Baron A. de
Reuterskiold, describing four additional varieties. These we have thought best to incorpor-
ate here. They are numbered 11 to 14 inclusive.

“4This is evidently the identical pair of stamps referred to in Stanley Gibbons Monthly
Journal for December, 1898, p. 105, and which, from the descriptlon given of it in an
American' Magazine, the writer of the paragraph not unnaturally termed an impossible:
curiosity.”

Wg quote the note referred to above: ‘* The following impossible curiosity is described
in an American journal. We leave our readers to guess what it really is: ‘One of the
queerest varieties shown me recently was what the owner called the * broken plate variety.’
It was a pair of 5c. of the first issue of Chili. The upper left corner of the second stamp
(right-hand one), a piece of the plate, about three-eighths of an inch square, was actually
broken off. The piece was so clumsily reset that the border of the piece is 1}4mm. higher
than the rest of the stamp proper.”
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Var. 6.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp above the letter
“0" of “corrEOs "’ and with®a small blot of color in place of the usual
d agonal dash above that letter.

Var. 7.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp above the space be-
tween the letters **R” and “A” of “FrRaANCO”. The downstroke of the
letter “E ” of ‘‘PosTE”, and the loop and tail of the letter “ R "’ of ‘* FRANCO",
are much thinner than usual; in fact they are only of the thickness of a hair-
line.

Var. 8.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp above the letter
“R" of “rFrANCO " and the whole of the line at the top is thick and irregu-
lar. The letter “F* of “ FRANCO " slants more to the right and there is
a large blot of color on the throat of Columbus.

Var. g.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp to right above the
letter 0" of " FRANCO "

Var. 10.—Extra outer frame-line at the lower left corner of the stamp,
extending from the corner to beneath the letter “c " of " CENTAVOS."

Var. 11 —The whole of the lower left corner is rucked up, the “cen”
of “ cENTAvVOs” being reduced in height and the “L " of “ coLoN ’is bent
in the back.

Var. 12.—The whole af the lower half of the letters *“ cH1” has disap
peared and the*o" of “CENTAVOS"” is a wreck.

Var. 13—The fold goes through  RREO " of “ COrRREOS ” and ““ F " of
“ FrRANCO."”

Var. 14 —In this specimen, which is in light red and not red brown as
the others, the “c” of *CENTAVOs " seems to me to be misshapen; it is not
much, but it is not quite like the others.”

1881.

Fig. 177. Fig. 178. Fig. 179. Fig. 180,

1c.—There is a small, colorless ornament at each side of the base of the
numeral of value, just above the letters *“k” and ‘v " of “CENTAVO.” The
numeral, also, is well shaped, being rather tall and thin. (Fig. 177.)

1894.

1c.—There are no ornaments at the base of the numeral and the
numeral itself is considerably thicker than in the stamp of 1881, giving it a
rather heavy, chunky appearance. (Fig. 178.)

1881,

2c —There is a small, colorless ornament at each side of the base of
the numeral of value, just above theletter ‘& *” and “vo " of * CENTAVOS ".
The balls of the numeral are perfect excepting for a slight dot of color where
they leave the stem. (Fig 179)
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1894.

2c.—There are no ornaments at the base of the numeral; the upper por-
tion of the numeral ends in a curved line instead of a ball, while, below, the
ball is more perfect than in the stamp of 1881, there being no colored dot.
The numeral is also wider and more squatty. (Fig. 180).

China
1887.
ki
8’
IS
cent
Fig. 181. Fig. 182.

Y%c on 3c —Two varieties of the surcharge upon this stamp (Figs. 181
and 182) are known as follows:

Var. 1.—The surcharge reads ““1 cent " instead of * % Cent.”

Var. 2.—The “ T " of the word * Cent " has been omitted.

1897.

Fig. 183.

2c on 3c.—Three errors of this surcharge,'(Fig. 183) are known, as fol-
lows : $-=T 0

Var. 1.—There is an inverted “‘s” in *“ cenTs.”

Var, 2.—There is no period after * cenTs ”

Var. 3.—There is a comma after * cEnNTs."

Fig. 184.

soc,—This stamp exists printed, by error, in dark green, the color of
the 1oc value (Type as Fig. 184).
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United States Stamps of the Twentieth
Century.

MuNHALL, PA., December 21, 1903.
Editors AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY :

Following my commuuication in the Nov. JoOURNAL, giving a letter from
the Acting Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, regarding zoth
Century printings of the regular U.S. adhesives, I now forward a copy of
another letter giving the 2oth Century plates of the U. S. Postage Dues.

Also a statement as to which of the U S. stamps were surcharged for
the Philippines after January 1, 1go1. Though no record is kept of the
numbers of the plates surcharged for the Philippines, yet one can tell which
are surely zoth Century prints (except in the case of the 15¢), by comparing
with the letter in the November number of the JoUurRNAL, it being evident
that such plates as were first used for U. S stamps after January 1, 1901,
must be 2oth Century prints when surcharged for the Philippines.

It will be noted that no surcharging of the soc on the late type was made
during the 2oth Century, nor any of the 5c and i1oc Postage Dues to date.
Therefore, the soc, late type, must be excluded from any collection of the
2oth Century prints and the 5c and 1oc Postage-Dues to date. It will also
be noted that there have been no new plates for the regular U. S. 30c and
soc Postage Dues so far in this century.

It is to be understood that this letter refers only to stamps of the late
issue, not of the present 1902 series

Very cordially,
W. C. EaToN,
Commander U. S. Navy.

[copv.]
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU oF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING,
Commander W. C. EATON, December 18, 19o3.
Munbhall, Pa.

Sir :—In repiy as early as practicable to your letter of 17th ultimo, the
following is a statement of values of U. S adhesive stamps first surcharged
before January 1, 1901, for the Philippine Islands, viz :—ordinary 1c, 2c, 3c,
sc, toc, 15¢ and 5oc, and Postage Due 1c, 2¢, §c, 10c and sec. This_is
according to your understanding as stated in your letter, except that the 1oc
Special Delivery were not surcharged prior to January 1, 19o1.

Of the above stated the following values were again surcharged for use
after January 1, 1901, viz :=~ordinary 1c, 2c, 3¢, 5¢ 1oc and 15c, and Postage
Due 1c. 2c and s5oc.

The following were first surcharged after January 1, 1901, viz :—ordinary
4¢, 6¢, 8¢, $1 00, $2.00 and $5.00; Special Delivery 1oc, and Postage Due
3c and 3oc.

The numbers of the lowest numbered plates used for the first time after
January 1, 1901, in printing the different values of the Postage Due stamps,
irrespective as to whether the stamps from any of them have been surcharged
or not, no record being kept of the plate nnmbers of surcharged stamps, are
as follows :—No. 1099, 2¢; No. 1631, 3c; No. 1632, 1c; No. 1633, rtoc and
No. 1642, 5C. Respectfully,

WM. M. MEREDITH,
Director.
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Some Stamp Designs.

C. A. Howses.

(Continued from page 346.)

From Borneo it is a comparatively short step to the Philippines which
have become of increased interest to American collectors since the fortunes
of war brought them within our family circle. We find nothing of special
note in their stamp designs, however, until the time of the American occupation
and the attempt of the Filipinos under Aguinaldo to form an independent
republic. This resulted in the issue of a number of stamps which have been
tabooed by the catalogues. but which are, nevertheless, interesting mementoes
of the founding of our Asiatic empire. As such they appeal to many Ameri-
can collectors, particularly those who make a specialty of our new colonies,
and for that reason we include them in these papers. But little has been
published concernlng these stamps, so that material for their history is
scanty, but I have at various times gathered notes and clippings which ‘will
at least throw some light upon them and, after the presentation of what are
facts in the case, the collector can decide for himself whether they are worthy
of serious consideration or not.

In the first place, it may be well to see by what authority they were issued
in order to determine their standing and, to do this, we must brush up our
memory of the Spanish war a little. It may be recalled that Aguinaldo was
at Singapore when the war broke out, having been *“bought off” by the
Spaniards in their attempt to quell the Philippine insurrection of 1896-7 and
that he was brought from Hong Kong to Manila by a United States vessel with
the intention of employing him and his followers against the Spanish. His
dream, however, was of an independent Filipino nation with himself at the
head. Accordingly, after landing at Cavite on May 16, 1898, he issued a proc-
lamation proposing. as soon as possible, to setup a temporary dictatorial
government, to continue till a regular constitutional government could be or-
ganized. This was accomplished on May 24. 1898, at Cavite and, on June 18,
Aguinaldo proclaimed that he was called upon to assume the role of Dictator.
Five days later a temporary constitution was promulgated with the following

heading:—

The dictatorial government will be entitled hereafter the revolutionary government,
[gobierno revolucionario], whose object is to struggle for the independence of the Philippines
until all nations, including the Spanish, shall expressly recognize it, and to prepare the
country so that a true republic may be established.

All this went on with the knowledge of the Americans but without any
attempt on their part to object. for, be it remembered, the latter were located
only on their ships and atthe navalstation at Cavite; the Spanish, meanwhile,
were practically invested in Manila, the Americans lying before it and the
Filipinos encircling it and having control of the rest of the country. Finding
the headquarters of the revolutionary government rather near for comfort at
Cavite, Aguinaldo was requested toremove, which he did, about the first of
August, going to Bacoor on the shores of the bay some distance nearer Manila.
On August first the declaration of independence of the Philippine nation was
issued and, on Aug. 13th, Manila capitulated to the Americans, who occupied
it but refused entrance to the Filipinos. This, naturaly, caused friction and
increased the growing differences between the Americans and the Filipinos.
The later, therefore, removed their seat of government from Bacoor in the
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<arly part of September to Malolos, north of-Manila, on the line of the Manila
and Dagupan railway. Here the first Phlllppme congress'met.on- September
15. 1898, and Malolos remained the native capital until 1ts fall before the
Anmericans on March 31, 1899.

Now what does the above bit of history amount to? It shows that the
Filipinos, under Aguinaldo’s leadership, had organized a government which
Temained in force during the time between the overthrow of the Spanish regi-
me and the capture of the Philippine capital by the Americans, after hostilities
had broken out between the natives and their would-be rulers on February 4,
1899. Thatis,for at least ten months the Filipinos were under the control of
neither the Spanish nor the Americans, but acknowledged the leadership and
presidency of Aguinaldo, whose revolutionary government became recognized
throughout the islands, except in Manila and the sea-ports still held by the
Spanish. Civil governments were established, a native army was organized
free trade was practically allowed except for a small export tax, the telegraph
lines destroyed during the insurrection of 1896 7 were rebuilt, a postal system
was established and astamp tax enforced. It will thus be seen that there
was areal government which, for a time, conducted the affairs of the country
-and which might have contmued to do so had not the Americans been of an-
other opinion. The issuing of the stamps, therefore, seems to be on some-
what the same footing as the issuing of the Confederate States stamps, and
they certainly seem as worthy of recognition as the “Carlist’’ stamps of Spain.
At any rate, their range of values and varieties is so small that but little could
be gained if they were issued simply for speculation, and they do not seem to
have been issued in any vast quanities as it is. It is my own opinion that they
were issued for legitimate purposes and that they served such purposes while
the Agumaldo goverment lasted. They thus have a certain philatelic as
well as historic interest which should, at least, appeal to American collectors.

NEWSPAPER. POSTAGE. REGISTERED.

Coming now to the stamps themselves let us see what has been written
about them that appears to be authoritive; but, to begin with, we will give a
list of the known varities.

PosTaGE. Similar to cut except that 2 CENTS is on a Jined ground.

1. 2 CENT(AVO)S deep carmme ‘“ CORREOS ” at top.

2. 2 ' CORREOS Y TELEGRAFOS ' at top.

3 “ carmine, CORREosS at top '(like cut,) “z CENTS” on
white ground).

4. 1 MILLESIMA, black :

1 b “ (variety imperforate)

REGISTERED.

6. 8 C(ENTAVOS) green :

Thts list does not constitute a very formidable array for a purely specu-
lative issue. In regard to their status I find the following clipping in my
scrap book:
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** Fredrick C. Schenkel, the agent of the purchasers of the Philippine remainders
bought of the U.S. Goverment at Manila, wrote: .

*“The Aguinaldo stamps are all right. The Filipino Government established at Malolos-
from August 1898 to Mnrcﬂ 1899 was in possession of the railway, Manila to Dagupan, and
entertained postal relations with several parts of the Island of Luzon, and 1 myself received
letters from the province regarding stamps. | have bought my stamps directly from the
Filipino Government when Aguinaldo was at Tarlac. You may remember that the Spanish
Government sent a commission to Tarlac in order to arrange the liberation of the Spanish
prisoners A member of that commission, Mr. Enrique de Marcaida, bought the stamps from.
the post-office at Tarlac.”

Still another clipping seems to give them more of a speculative nature
though I think the true import of the statements is not quite to that effect.

¢ After the American occupation Aguinaldo held Malolos as the capital and headquarters
of the Philippine Republic. In the early part of September, 1898, it was decided to form a
bureau of engraving and printing, in accordance with a proclamation issued by Aguinaldo
(calling himself president, but really little better than dictator) which candidly stated the
treasury to be in a very low condition and, as a means of relief, the Government was obliged
to issue stamps, all of which were to be sold at a nominal price.

A force of men were put to work on the plates at Malolos, but after a few stamps were
printed it was found that the presses were too small to turn out the stamps with any degree
of rapidity, (as they were all hand presses); a contract was, therefore, entered into with the
Litografia del Gomez, of Santa Cruz, at which town (a suburb of Manila) all the stamps
ever issued by the Aguinaldo Government were printed and sent to the capital for distribu-
tion to the governors of the diflerent provinces thoughout the entire archipelago. These
governors were each pledged to take and dispose of a certain number of stamps according to
the size of their respective provinces; the governors, in turn, gave them out to the presidentes
of the small towns and villages, who sold (or forced ) them on the people.

After the first issue was distributed Aguinaldo's cabinet took exception to the design
they bore, which was voted changed to a profile portrait of Aguinaldo. The dictator, there-
fore, issued an order (dignified by the name of proclamation) to the effect that another set
of plates should be started with the new design. However, the printing of this new set
~was never completed, as the American troops, advancing on to Malolos, caused the printing
office and every thing in it to be destroyed by fire.

This, then, is a correct history of these interesting stamps. 1 say correct because the
gentleman from whom 1 got it is a well known army oﬁlgcer in Manila and took pains to find
out the truth so that it might be published.

From the same source I also learn that 90,000 of the postage stamps were printed
and put into circulation, at least one third of which were destroyed.

' J. A D. Park.”

The statement that * the treasury was low "’ and that they were * obliged
to issue stamps " as a means of relief, refers, I think rather to the fact, as be-
fore stated, that a stamp tax was enforced as a means of revenue just as we
had a stamp tax imposed upon us at the same time. With regard to the 2c
postage stamps, it may be stated that they were printed in sheets of fifty,
five rows of ten.

. Though we do not intend to go outside of postage stamps in these arti-
cles, yet the few remaining Insurgent stamps may be mentioned here to
complete the list as far as known.

TELEGRAPH. Similar to No. 3 (see cut) but lettered “ TELEGRAFOs ' at
top.

.4. 2 CENT(AVO)s, violet

850  “ blue

REeceIPTs. Similar to No 6 (see cut) but lettered “rRECIBOS” at top and
with rising sun in centre.

9. 10 C(ENTAVOS) red brown.

TRANSFER OF CATTLE. Crossed branches enclosing agricultural im-
plements, with star above, * TRANS DE GANADOS” at top and number in red.
beneath stamp.
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10. (no value) red brown -

Concerning this™ latter stamp nothing has been published, but I kawve -
found in the ¢ Instructions for the Rule of the Provinces and Towns " issued
by Aguinaldo at Cavite, on June 2o, 1898, the following, which evideatly -
throws considerable light on the use to which this stamp was put whem is
sued : ’

‘ RULE 43.—The Delegate of Rents will keep a book for the register of property and °

the transfer of cattle. There will be placed on all cattle registered in this book the town .

mark.
This will serve to give in future a title to the owners of the cattle by certificste of

record of the transfers, which the delegates with the countersign of the chief (jefe) wilk
issue. For this work the Delegate of Rents shall charge as a local contribution one peseta -
(20 centavos) per head for the certificate.”

Here, then, we evidently have the raison d’étre of this stamp which has -
so long puzzled us. The serial numbering was evidently for convenience of
Teference to the certificates, and the lack of expressed value was probably
due to the charge for the certificate varying according to the number of
head of cattle.

‘ These stamps, or at least the postage and telegraph stamps, were issued :
under the authority of the Bureau of Public Works of the Ministry of War,
the “ third section ” of which dealt with the * branches of communications.”
(Instructions issued June 27, 1898). In the so-called *Malolos Constitution,™
adopted by the Filipino Congress on January 30, 1899, we find this reference
to the mails :

“ART. 12.—'n no case can there be detained or opened by the government authority
the corresponderice confided to the post-office, nor can that of the telegraph or telephone

be detained.
But, by virtue of a decree of a competent judge, any correspondence which may be.

conveyed by the post-office may be detained and also opened in the presence of the ac--
cused.”

We think it will be apparent from all the foregoing that the Insurgent
stamps were issued, with proper authority, for legitimate purposes and that
they served those purposes for at least six months, from September 1898 to
March 1899, when the Insurgent government was driven from its capital by
the Americans and the doom of the Filipino Republic became apparent. It
seems, therefore, as if they should be accorded recognition as local stamps as
well as the Confederates, the Carlist stamps, the Shanghai locals, and many
others that have their places in our catalogues.

It is stated that *‘ several millions " of the Insurgent stamps in unused
condition were captured by the American troops from time to time, and that
the greater part of them was forwarded to the Bureau of Military Information
in Manila, where they arestill supposed to be. Unused copies of the various
stamps as well as private reprints of the same (these latter being on a yel-
lowish paper whereas the originals where on white) were openly sold in
Manila for a time, but a proclamation against having in one's possession any-
thing bearing the design of the Insurgent government later prohibited their
sale, at least publicly.

As the main object of these papers is to explain the designs found upon
various stamps, we now turn to that feature of the Aguinaldo issues Taking.
the 2 cent postage stamp we find a triangle enclosing a sun and three stars,
one in each corner; the two telegraph stamps likewise bear the same desiga.
On the newspaper stamp there is the sun alone and on the registration stamp-
a star alone In every case, however, the central design is surrounded by:



three k's placed in a triangular form. This symbolism and these letters
‘wepresent the famous—or infamous—Katipunan society, the instigator of the
rebellions. .

Some twenty-five years ago the Filipinos in Spain affiliated themselves

with the Spanish Masons, and later establisheda number of Masonic branches
in the Philippines with the idea of working for reform in the administration
of the islands Taking their cue from this, when it was found that the ef-
fort was useless, certain Filipinos, under the leadership of one Marcelo H.
del Pilar formed a secret society, a sort of Philippine political masonry,
‘whosé avowed purpose was the liberation of the Tagalogs and expulsion or
destruction of the Spanish. This * bastard offspring of Philippine Free-
‘asony.” as it has been called, was named the Kalaas -taasang Kalagayan
Katipunan Nang Manga Anac Nang Bayan, or ‘‘ Sovereign Worshipful As-
sociation of the Sons of the Country.” The first three words give the clue
to the three x’s on the stamps.
. The Katipunan was formed upon Masonic usage adapted to the charac-
ter of the association Its formation was one of #rwangles, each new ‘‘ Kati-
punero " being bound to attract to the association two others to occupy the
opposite angles. In this we find the explanation of the triangle on the
stamps and the triangular arrangement of the three K's. Though the sym.
bolism was secret, yet the three stars are supposed to have represented the
three individuals of the * triangle" while the sun represented the Filipino
nation they were bound to strive for The same design formed the portion
of the Insurgent flag next the staff. On the newspaper stamp we find the sun
alone and on the registered stamp a single star On seals and handstamps
for official documents, Aguinaldo ordered in his * Rules"”, published June
20, 1898, from which we have already quoted, that :

“RuLr 45. Each town shall use on the official despatches a circular stamp in whose
<entre shall be engraved a sun with eight rays with three stars in the upper corner."

The eight rays will be noted as emphasized on the stamps by little ar-
rowheads. The stamp of the central bureau of posts and telegraphs was
circular, reading ‘‘ COMUNICACIONES FILIPINAS,” above; “ ADMON. CEN-
TRAL " below;. the two inscriptions separated by two stars: in the central
circle was a sun with the eight rays and, beneath it, two crossed branches
with thunder bolts springing from the intersection.

When the Filipino Congress adjourned, just before the fall of Malolos,
it decreed that the supreme council of the Katipunar Society should assume
control. Aguinaldo added a proclamation that every male Filipino should
be subject to its regulations. Each Katipunero was obliged to sign an oath
in his own blood, taken from an incision in the left arm between shoulder
and elbow, swearing under the most revolting penalties to serve the society.
It is well that our army was able to break up this terrible association, but we
thave a memento of it and its purposes in the designs of the stamps issued by
the government’it instigated and upheld.

Lo s
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Siam.

ITS POSTAL ORGANIZATION AND ITS POSTAGE STAMPS. '*

Translated from L'Echo de la Timbrologie.
[Continued from page 40s.]

The year 1885 was fruitful in betterments and extensions of the Siamese
postal service ; it was inaugurated by the appearance of an annual: * Zhe
Siamese Postal Guide,”” published by the Minister of Posts and Telégraphs.
of Siam and based upon the postal laws.

This guide notified the public of the opening of two post offices. in
Bangkok, the first being open every day from seven until four o'clock for
the local service ; the second from nine until midday and from two until
five o'clock for the interior service. It contained. also, precise information
as to the time of collections from letter boxes, the departure of the mails and .
the postal rates, which were noteworthy as being moderate and not at all
complicated.

On August 26, 1885, the administration created two new post offices,.
one at Paklat and the other at Paknam, which were placed in communication
with Bangkok and, on the 1gth of the following October, seven other offices
were opened at Banyang, Maklong, Nakonchaisee, Peschabooree, Prasom,,
Ratbooree and Tacheen ; they communicated with Bangkok, by means of
packet boats, once a week.

Finally, on the 26th of October, 1885, a regular service having been
established between Bangkok and Chiengmali, twenty-nine new post offices
were opened upon this line and others contributary to it. These extensions,
as well as Siam’s entrance into the Universal Postal Union, which took place
July 1st, 1885, necessitated the making of new rates.

Those for the internal service (excluding the local service at Bangkok)
were fixed, for letters, at 4 atts per tical : for packages at 12 atts per pound,
or 3o ticals. For postal cards the rate was 134 atts per card, and for news-
papers and samples 1 att for each 2 ticals. The registration rate was fixed
at 8 atts, with 4 atts additional if a receipt was required from the addressee. .

As to the rates for international service, resulting from Siam's entrance
into the Postal Union, they were fixed as follows :

Straits Settlements,  Other countries  Countries not in the Posta }

Chu:jaBSnrawak of t‘?c.Postal Umor:uA (Afr;m-)—bomh
an orneo nion. ustraha
Letters, per half ounce, 8 atts 12 atts 24 atts
Postal cards, 4 4 "
Newspapers, books, samples, | .« “ —

per 2 ounces, . 3
Registration, 8 « 1z ¢ 12 **

* additional for receipt, 6 * 6

For printed matter the limit of weight was fixed at four pounds and six
ounces and the dimensions at two feet long, one wide and one high. ‘
The dimensions of samples were fixed at eight inches long, four wide
and two high, and the maximum weight at eight ounces. .
These important changes, promulgated May 23, 1885, by His Roya¥
Highness Somdetch Chao Fa Bhanurangsi Sawngwose Krom Hluang Bhanu-
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ipandhnwouge Wordej, Minister of Posts and Telegraphs at Bangkok, neces-
sarily led to a new issue of postage stamps to replace the local stamps then
dm wse. While awaiting this new series the Siamese postal officials decided
thar the local stamps should remain in use, but that the 1 salung, orange,
stamp, of the value of 16 atts, should be used as a 12 att value so as to assure
.the proper franking of letters to their destination in Postal Union countries,

The officials of the Siamese post office recognized, at the same time, the
-mecessity of issuing a new stamp of the value of one tical (64 atts), principally
to assure the franking of bulky correspondence which might be sent to
counntries outside of the Postal Union.

In order to attain the desired end easily and with but little expense, the.
postal department inaugurated a system which, until then, had never been
empleyed in any country, that of surcharging with * 1 tical "’ the 1 lotte stamp
{the lowest value). The Siamese post office thus produced, from a stamp
Aaving a value of %4 att, another stamp to which it gave, by means of a sur-
charge, a value of 64 atts.

As may be easily understood, this transaction opened the door for
aumerous counterfeits ; the fraud was so extensive that we still find to-day
stamps fraudulently surcharged “ 1 tical "’ and also cancelled.

As it is very difficult to distinguish these counterfeit surcharges and can-
cdlattons from the genuine ones collectors would do well to be very prudent
when they wish to purchase these stamps.

The surcharge *“1 tical ”, printed in red upon the 1 lotte stamp with a
view of making it the highest value, was issued in May, 1885, and exists in
three different types.

In the first type all the letters of the surcharge a-e capitals and the sur-
<harge itself. which generally extended Y4mm. beyond the lower frame of the
«elipse containing the value in Siamese characters, measures 14%mm. in
length by 3% mm. high''

In the other two types only the first letter, *“ T ” is a capital. In the
second type the surcharge measures 3x13%%mm. and it is applied in the centre
-of the ellipse above the bust.

In the third type the surcharge measures 3%x13%mm and it is applied
almost in the centre of the ellipse. There, are, however, some exceptions to
the rules as to the exact position of the surcharges, but they are rare and not
very noticeable, the sheets having been very carefully adjusted during the
-operation. which printed a block of fifty stamps at a tifne.

According to Scott the estimated price of these three varieties is ; type I,
100 franes ; type II, 15 francs ; type 111, 15 francs. Yvert & Tellier's cata-
logue for 1003 prices only the second type, at 7 francs ; we prefer the latter
valwatiom which is, furthermore, the truest and most rational. .

To make this list complete we must still add that three varieties of the
second type are known. The first consists of an inverted surcharge ; the

1. As we measure it, this surcharge is a full 4mm. high.—Ebs. A. J. P.
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second consists of a double surcharge in red, and the third of a double sur-
charge, one of the surcharges being in red and the other in black.’ At the
same time, counterfeits of this surcharge are so numerous that it appears to
us to be prudent to acquire these varieties only from well-known sources.

The stamps which were to replace those of the first issue made their
appearance April 1, 1887, and were used for both postal and fiscal purposes.
The new values were not only justified by the inconvenience which the old
series presented to the public but, also, by the necessity of facilitating the
prepayment of matter at the new rates caused by the recent entrance of Siam
into the Postal Union. Their appearance was notably coincident with the
establishment of an international service for postal packets, which, by virtue
of agreements, started, in 1887, by exchanges with Straits Settlements, Hong
Kong, Macao, Japan and all of the open ports of China.

1O

"3

The stamps of this series comprise seven values. They are perforated
14 ; measure 18%4x22%%mm.; are typographed upon white wove paper water-
marked with a flower ; bear the portrait of King Chula Lornkorn and repre-
sent, in accord with the combination of their colors, the following values,
expressed in atts in both English and Siamese characters and in figures:

2 atts, green and red .
3 [ . " blue
4 « “ “ brown
8 [ « ' ye“ow
12 purple *“ red
24 “« « “ blue
64 “ “ “ brown

One can find, also, the 2 atts, green and carmine ; the 12 atts, lilac and
-carmine ; the 24 atts, lilac and blue, and the 64 atts, lilac and deep orange.

An international, reply paid, postal card was also issued upon April 1,
1887; it bore the Siamese arms, printed in red, in the left corner and a stamp
.of 4 atts, in the same color, at right, with the inscriptions in Siamese and in
French.

After the issue of this series the Siamese postal administration exerted
itself to increase the number of its post offices and to establish them in the
most distant provinces, which had been deprived of them up to this time

This was done in a very uniform manner. Four offices were established
in the peninsula of Malacca, at Trang, Pang Nga, Singora and Kanchanadit.
Offices were, also, opened for business at Mehongson, upon the frontier of
Burmah. and at Moung-Tern in the north-western part of the kingdom ;
finally offices were established at the three ports of Koh-si-chang, Anghin and

2. In addition it should be mentioned that there are two varieties of the numeral * 1"
in type Il, one being 3mm. high, without serif at top and only the rudiments of a crossbar
at the bottom, and the other measuring 2)4mm , with a serif at top and a well formed bar
at the bottom. Of type Il we have seen copies with double surcharge and others with the
“¢1" inverted. The genuiueness of all these varieties is beyond question.—Eps. A. J. P.
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Rayong upon the eastern coast of Siam, opposite the French possessions, so-
that, about the end of 1889, there were ninety post offices in operation. This-
condition of affairs, which had resulted in a greatly augmented business,
necessitated new reforms which the Siamese postal administration exerted
itself to introduce in its service.

The postage upon printed matter and samples of merchandise having:
been fixed at 1 att per 2 ticals, a stamp of 1 att became indispensable. While
awaiting its preparation they employed, to represent this rate, the remaining.
stock of the stamp of 1 pynung, vermilion, perforated 15, of the issue of July
16, 1883, upon which they applied. in black, upon the upper part of the:
stamp, the surcharge ‘ 1 att” in Siamese characters. The stock of the 1
pynung having been exhausted they surcharged successively, beginning in.
January, 1890, the 2 atts green and carmine and the 3 atts green and blue, so-
. as to insure the prepayment of postage upon the constantly increasing amount
of printed matter and samples. Contrary to the method followed in surcharg-
ing the 1 pynung stamp thé 2 and 3 atts were surcharged upon the lower part
of the stamp and in both Siamese and English characters.

There is but one type of the Siamese surcharge of 1 att upon 1 pynung.®

off1  eif1  ef§]

TYPE I. TYPE II, TYPE 111,

On the contrary there are three types of the 1 att upon the stamps of 2
atts green and carmine and 3 atts green and blue.

In the first type the figure * 1 surcharged upon the 2z atts has no hori-
zontal bar at the base and measures 6mm. in height by 3{mm in width. In
the second type the figure *“1”" measures 6 % mm in height and is terminated at
the base by an horizontal bar. The third type resembles type I excepting.
that the figure *‘ 1’ is ymm. high and about tmm. thick *

We will add that specimens are known which have only the Siamese
surcharge, the figure * 1 ” being missing

3. Sheets of this provisional are known in which one horizontal row of stamps escaped
the surcharge. ~Eps. A. J P

4. It is difficult to follow the author here. Only two types of the surcharge are illus-
trated by him, They aﬁpearto be intended to represent those which we mark as types | andll.
Nor can we agree with the measurements given. After carefully examining a number of
clearly printed copies we would describe the thiee types of the 1 att on 2 atts as follows :
Type 1. The figure ‘“ 1 is thin, 4% by }$mm., and has a slanting serif at the top and
none (or practically none) at the bottom. Typell. The ¢ 1” is larger and measures 6 to-
6% by 3ymm. There is a large, slanting serif at the top and a distinct cross bar at the
bottom. Type lll. The “ 1” is short and thick, measuring 43 by %mm. It has a short,
nearly horizontal serif at the top and a longer cross bar at the bottom than type II.

There is a variety of type Il which has the Siamese character at the left inverted.

For the 1 att on 3 atts only type Il of the surcharge is usually recognized. But there is-
at least one stamp on the sheet which has a figure ¢ 1 of fancy type, 7mm. high by 1 3mm..
wide.—Eps. A. J. P. : . :
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In 1885, at the time of the creation of the postal service, they had adopted
the principle of confiding the management of the provincial post offices ‘to
the governors who, alone, were responsible for the service. In this way they
had conformed to the usage followed in Siam until that time and which con-
sisted in confiding to the governors all the services of the State.

In the beginning the management of the postal service by these funct-
ionaries responded to the needs, but when the business commenced to increase
it was admitted that this system could not be maintained as, by reason of
their other duties. the governors could not give sufficient time to the postal
service. It was then decided that, beginning with 1891, the management of
the provincial post offices should be intrusted to private individuals with whom
contracts should be made for that purpose and that, in localities where the
business was less important, the service should be considered as a secondary
occupation.

By virtue of this decision the Siamese postal administration transferred
thirty-seven post offices, previously managed by the governors of the provinces,
to the management of private individuals and increased the total number of
offices to one hundred and two. It then became a question as to how to
provide stamps for these new offices, and the authorities discovered that the
stamp of a value of 2 atts, which would be required for journals and printed
matter sent to China and the Malaccan peninsula, was not on hand in a
sufficient quaniity. To obviate this difficulty they surcharged a portion of the
stock of the 3 atts, of which value the supply was greater than was needed.
This proceeding led to the issue, on June 1, 1890, of the 2 atts on 3 atts
green and blue with black surcharge.

o 29 2 bo 65 09§2

Of this surcharge there are also three different types.

In type I the figure “ 2" measures 6 4mm. in height and the first Siamese
character is lower than the following one.

In type II the figure “2 "’ measures 6mm. in height and the first Siamese
character is a little above the level of the following one.

In type III the figure ““2 " is but 4mm. in height and, as in type II, the
first Siamese character is slightly above the level of the one following.

It is worthy of note that the r att stamp, notwithstanding that it had
been necessary since 1889, had not been regularly issued on January 1,
1891, and that the surcharged value upon the stamps of 1 pynung and 2 and
3 atts were still being used. It seems as though the Siamese post office
department was waiting for the introduction of a reform in its interior service
which would lead to a new increase of business before issuing this new value.

At the time of the establishment of the postal service in Siam it was.
thought necessary to have all the routes radiate from Bangkok, the capital.
In this way the offices upon the same postal route could most easily exchange
correspondence between each other. But this was not so when the offices
were established on the frontier of the kingdom, and it then became necessary
to organize a direct service between the offices of the various provinces with-
out having to pass through the capital. In May, 1891, therefore, four new
branch routes were established corresponding with the principal service from
Bangkok to Chiengmai At the same time the service which had bcen
once every fifteen days upon the more important routes,isuch as the Bangkok-
Luang-Prabang routes, was transformed into a weekly service.



26

This extension coincided with the appearance of the 1 att, green, stamp
of the type of the issue of April 1, 1887, and which was to serve particularly
for franking newspapers, printed matter and samples of merchandise.

This stamp, like its predeceesors, was perforated 14 and printed upon
paper watermarked with a flower, which we have already illustrated

A New Hypothesis as to the Téte-béche
Stamps (of France).

Translated from Revue de la Federation Philatelique de France.

There has been a great deal of discussion as to what explanation could
‘be given of the téte-béche stamps which exist upon the sheets of the 1849
:series and which continue to show themselves in the subsequent issues.

M. Hulot conceived this arrangement, but he has never given his reasons
for it. It has been attempted to explain it by the desire of establishing a
-control-mark. so that counterfeit sheets of the stamps might be recognized.

This explanation we will avow, is not at all satisfactory. as it would be
folly to suppose that the forgers would be ignorant of the existence of the
‘téte béche stamps; their first care, before commencing their counterfeit plate,
would be to procure an entire sheet of the stamp which they intended to
imitate.

However this may be, here is a new hypothesis upon this matter. It
is possible that it is not the true one, but we belive, nevertheless, in exploit-
ing it as, in a subject which has led to so much controversey, the truth can
-ounly be discovered by each person expressing his personal ideas thereupon.

The care with which the stamps of 1849 were printed is well known;
the uniformity with which the color is distributed over the entire sheet has
been noted particularly, an uniformity which would have disappeared asa
<consequence of the lack of care which is bestowed upon stamp printing to-
day. This great regularity was due to a special sheet which they placed be-
tween the platen and the sheet to be printed. Upon this special sheet were
to be found impressions of the 300 stamps corresponding exactly with the
300 printing blocks. In the preliminary trials they made sure that all the
stamps came out clearly and if they did not do so, or if any one of them did
not take sufficient ink, they thickened the correspond ng stamp upon this
special sheet by sticking to it.one or more stamps on thin paper. This re-
sulted in raising the portion of the sheet to be printed just at the point which
corresponded to the stamp which was too pale; the paper, being better ap-
plied, took the ink better and the stamp became darker.

There still exist in collections parts of these special sheets which were
designed to assure uniformity of tint; they are of stamps of one franc, of
many colors and are punched through the center, without doubt to prevent
their being used for postage.

It may be easily understood that, under such conditions, it was of the
greatest importance that, the manufacture being well regulated. no change
should be made in the plate. The 300 little blocks, which composed it, must
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Temain immovable and it must not be touched, or the frame which inclosed
it, for any reason whatever. ‘To make certain of this Mr. Hulot conceived
‘the idea of placing one or more of the little blocks upside down.

This precaution would not have been efficacious except in the early days,’
when the workmen were ignorant of the existence of these tétes-béches; but
the inversion having occurred, it is to be supposed that it continued to have
its full effect. The téte-béche blocks were allowed to remain always, to re-
call the registration of the plate as originally made.

In short, these téte-béche stamps could not have constituted a control
mark, so far as forgers were concerned, but, rather, being constantly before
the workmen, they were a constant reminder to them that, under no circum-
stances, should they touch the make-up of the plate, the least loosening, the
least change of which would result in compelling them to again commence
-all the long and patient trials which were designed to assure the good print-
ing of the stamps.
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The Tete-Béche Stamps of France and its

Colonies.

By M. A. HueT.*

Translated from the Revue de la Federation Philatelique de France.

It was our very sympatheic friend, Mr. Huet, who inagurated, in Decem-
ber, the series of our weekly reunions.

The discussion which he desired to have with us upon this subject is of
the greatest interest to all collectors. It constitutes, in its entirety, a docu-
ment of great value and a guide that can be consulted with &1l confidence.

When the question of tétes-béches has arisen it has been the custom until
now, one might say, to discuss, to affirm or to dissent in a rather vague
manner. Now, however, thanks to Mr. Huet and the kindness of M. the
count Durrieu, who have greatly desired it, we are enabled to give an exact
list of them, together with their positions in the sheets.

It is well-known that M. the Count Durrieu possesses a most complete
collection of these curious anomalies.

The writer, with the concurrence of his audience, has classed the large
number of téte-béche stamps which were exhibited to us by issues. We
reproduce it as follows :

IssuE oF 1849-50.
HeAD OF LIBERTY.

10 centimes, bistre.—One of the two sheets of the plate,—consisting of
one hundred and fifty stamps—-is normal, the other shows three téte béche
varieties, placed as follows : the

7th stamp of the 3rd line.
8th [ [ “ 6th “«
Sth {3 13 [ lsth [

15 centimes, green.—One of the two sheets is regular, the other contains

a téte-béche which is, probably, the
1oth stamp of the 8th line.

We say “ probably " because an entire sheet does not exist, but the
hypothesis 1s justified by the fact that the plate of this value was used later to
print the 15 centimes bistre, perforated, of 1870, and, of this, one of the
sheets contains a téte-béche; the tenth stamp of the eighth line. There are
good grounds for believing that the plate had never been re-arrarged.

20 centimes, black.—One sheet is regular, the other contains a téte-béche;
it is the

3rd stamp of the 1oth line.

20 centimes, blue.—This stamp is an error; it was printed but not issued.
The central portion is a head of Ceres. A single sheet contains tétes béches,
to the number of three, placed as follows :

*From a note preceding this article it is evident that, while the subject matter has been
supplied by M. Huet and is, therefore, correctly credited to him, the article itself has been
prepared for publication either by the Secretary of the ¢* Federation Ihilatelique, or by
some other person duly delegated for that purpose.
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and stamp of the roth line.
loth [ [{] ({3 1 lth [{
sth (14 [ 6 1 sth €

25 cenmrm, blue.— A sheet contains one téte-béche, it is the

1st stamp of the 14th line.

1 franc, carmine and vermislion.—For this value we are again obliged to
resort to hypothesis; we can at least believe that they are logical and, also, it
is the opinion of M. Huet, that the sole téte béche which is known is found
to be the

1st stamp of the 14th line.

The above refers to the one franc, carmine.

As to the one franc, vermilion, M. Huet, who possessed the fragment of
the “ vermilion Vervelle ”* believes that the téte-béche is the

sth or 6th stamp of the 10oth line.
There must have been, then, two plates.

Issue oF 1853.
EMPIRE, IMPERFORATE,

20 centimes, blue—Here M. Huet finds himself obliged to dlsagree with
some amateurs who have insisted upon the existence of four téte-béche
stamps in the two sheets. He has seen the control sheet and will admit the
existence of but one téte-béche, which is the

3rd stamp of the 4th line.
1 frane, carmine.—But one téte béche, the
tst stamp of the r4th line.
We will state, also, that the same thing is found in the reprints,

Issue ofF 1862.
EMPIRE, PERFORATED.

20 centimes, blue.—But one téte-béche is found on the plate, it is the
1oth stamp of the oth line.

80 centimes, carmine or rose.—Again there is but one téte-béche, the
1oth stamp of the 1sth line.

Issue or 1863-70.
EMPIRE, PERFORATED.

‘4 centimes, gray.—But one téte-béche : it is the
5th stamp of the 3rd line.

Issue oF 1870.
HeAD OF LIBERTY.

10 centimes, bistre, perforated.—The same peculiarities exist here as in
the sheet of the same value of the 1849 series, the same plate having been
used for both series.

20 centimes, blue.—A sheet contains three tétes-béches. It should be
noted that one-half of the plate, or one sheet, was printed from a new cliché.
This last printing contained one téte-béche, which is the

sth stamp of the 12th line.

*M. Vervelle was the first person to discover the one franc, vermilion, téte-béche.—Eps,
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IssuE oF 1873-75.
HeAp OF LIBERTY.

10 centimes, bistre on rose.—(Small figures).

This is an exact repetition of the 10 centimes of the series of 1849.

1§ centimes, bistre.—(Large figures). A single téte béche, the

10th stamp of the 8th line.

The arrangement would lead one to suppose, with good reason, that this
printing was made from the same plate that was used for the 15 centimes of
1849. M. Huet, however, dares not affirm that this was so.

35 centimes, blue.—This presents the same peculiarities as the stamps of
the same type issued in 1849.

Issue oF 1875 (ERROR 10-15).

We know that a cliché of 1§ centimes was introduced in the sheet of the-

10 centimes. It is the
roth stamp of the gth line.

FrRENCH COLONIES.

. The téte'béche stamps of the colonies have been always very much
discussed, and all arguments on the subject seem to lack any serious basis,
as the stamps are not known in entire sheets. It appears, logical, nevertheless,
to believe that they were produced in the same way as the stamps of the
mother country.

We will mention particularly the EAGLE SERIES of 1860, the 10 centimes
bistre, in which three so called tétes-béches, or at least, stamps turned side-
ways, are found. These stamps were printed in sheets of 180. The three
stamps mentioned are the:
sth stamp of the 3rd line,

7th “ o 7th “
7th (3 “ (13 Isth X3

This is the bare but useful description of the téte-béche varieties noted
by our worthy confrere. He put it more eloquently, but those of our readers.
who could not enjoy with us the pleasure of listening to him can, nevertheless,
profit by his scientific information. ) )

We owe our thanks, also, to M. the Count Durrieu who, with great
kindness, placed his precious collection at the disposition; M. Huet.
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Review. <

THE PROVISIONAL STAMPS OF TSINGTAU AND THEIR.
FORGERIES.*

We have received from Messrs. Senf a review copy of their hand book
bearing the above title. On looking through it we soon reach the conclusion:
that the subject is handled in a masterly and thorough manner and that the
book contains much that will be of value to collectors who are interested in
the stamps of which it treats, provided, of course, that they read German.

The letter-press and illustrations are excellent. In addition to numerous-
pictures of single stamps there are reproductions of full sheets of the two
issues and of a sheet of forgeries of the second issue There are reproduc--
tions of the various types and minor varieties of the surcharges and also-
diagrams showing the loeation of all varieties in the different sheets

Our readers will remember that these provisional stamps were made in
Tsingtau in 1900, owing to a shortage of the regular s pfennig stamps.
The first issue was made about May gth, 1900. To produce it the current
10 pfennig stamps of Germany with the diagonal overprint *China" were
further surcharged * 5 Pfg.’ in black Most catalogues recognize only three
types of this surcharge but the hand-book extends the number to six princi-
pal types and five minor varieties. Added to this, we are told that the-
surcharge was printed on stamps having the word * China " at angles of 56
and 45 degrees and that the stamps are to be found with either a blue or
violet pencil mark across the original value, across the centre of the stamp-
or, on occasions, omitted The first issue consisted of 50,000 stamps.

On July 17th, 1900, it was found necessary to make a second issue of
provisional stamps. ~This time the stamps were surcharged “5 Pf.” There
were ten principal types and five minor varieties in the first printing, among"
others that reading “ 5 fP.” From time to time various broken letters were
replaced in the setting thus creating new varieties. In addition to this some -
of the figures “5' were thought too small and were overprinted. by hand,
with a larger “5” or with “sPf.” This was done even in the case of a
doubly surcharged sheet. These changes and extra surcharges add to the
list 19 principal and many minor varieties. It will be readily apparent
that this sort of thing offers a fine field for the specialist and that, there being -
only 2,000 stamps in the second issue, they command high prices

As might be expected, the stamps have attracted the attention of forgers.
The most dangerous of their products come from Tsingtau itself. The
forgers succeeded in obtaining some of the type used in the Mission printing
office where the original surcharges were made, and with it they produced
very exact imitations of some of the genuine varieties. When in sheets these
may be distinguished by not being in their proper places and by the defects
of adjacent surcharges It would appear that single specimens must often
present a serious problem. Of the 55 pages which constitute the book, 41
are devoted to minute descriptions of ‘the forgeries and of Messrs. Senf's
efforts to detect the makers and bring them to justice,

*Dic Aushiilfsmarken von Tsintawuund ihrve Falschungen, Leipzig: Gebruder Senf..
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THE SURCHARGES OF THE POSTAGES STAMPS OF MEXICO.{

We have received, with the compliments of the author, Senor José Marco
del Pont, an elaborate study of the surcharges which are found on the early
issues of Mexico.

We regret that our knowledge of Spanish is not sufficiently extensive to
enable us to adequately review this work. Suffice it to say that a paper on
the subject of these surcharges, which was read by Senor del Pont before the
Société Francaise de Timbrologie, in December, 1884, constitutes the first
part. The second jart is a continuation of the study, adding to the lists all
varieties which have been described by later writers or discovered by the
author since 1884 The completeness with which the subject is treated may
be judged by the fact that it makes a book of forty-two large octavo pages.

tLos Sobrecargos de los Sellos Postales de Mexico, by José Marcd del Pont. Buenos
Aires : Compaiiia Sud~Americana de Billets de Banco, Calles Chile 263 y Cangallo 557.

THE STAMP FIENDS’ RAID }

There are people who like poetry of the Swinbourne type while others
prefer the machine-made brand, and there are probably some who enjoy
philatelic poetry. For those who like that sort of thing the * Stamp Fiends’
Raid ” should be just the sort of thing they like. Philatelic poems are not
novelties though they have not been much in vogue of late years, but a whole
book (about 300 pages) of poetry upon philatelic subjects is certainly some-
thing quite new.

The book is written by Mr. W. E. Imeson and is devoted to describing
the adventures of two stamp fiends, Will Wylie and his chum Paul Jones,
assisted by other characters more or less interested in stamps. The story
is too long for us to attempt a description of it. Suffice it to say that it is
set forth in assorted rhymes, plentifully be-sprinkled with puns, a little
philosophy and a few battles, murders and thrills. It is liberally illustrated
with sketches of a whimisical or philatelic turn and pertinent to the text. To
judge by the frequent appearance in these illustrations of the triangular stamps
of the Cape of Good Hope and the numerous references to them in the verse,
they must be favorites of the author.

The book concludes with a glossary of philatelic terms which will prove
useful to those who are not of the elect, for, be it known, the work is not
intended for philatelists alone but has a mission to show to others the plea-
sures and benefits of the pursuit.

tThe Stamp Fiends’ Raid, by W. E. Imreson. London: Horace Cox, Windsor House
Bream's Building, E, C.
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AusTrRIAN OFFICES IN THE TURKISH EMPIRE.—In Meekeel's Weekly
Stamp News for January 16th, on page 476, is a note under the heading
““ AusTRIA (Offices in Crete)” to the effect that ‘‘the Standard Catalogue
does not give these stamps a heading, an oversight, no doubt, that may render
it somewhat difficult for the novice to correctly place Art and Ara."”

For the information of the Weekly and its many readers we will state
that these stamps @r¢ under their proper headingin the Catalogue,i e, Offices
in the Turkish Empire. The impression given by the Weekly, that their use
-is confined to Crete, is erroneous as they are available for use at any of the
Austrian post offices in the Levant. Due announcement of this fact was
.made in the American Journal of Philately for June, 1903.

LI « B « SR * B + 4

CoLuMBIAN REPUBLIC.—ANTIOQUIA.—We illustrate below - the stamps
chronicled by us last month and would add that the 1c olive gray, (Zea) and
the 5p dark blue, (Lapolo) were typographical errors; the values should have
been 1p, and 3p, respectively.

L - .
ToriMA.—Mr. Albert Calman has shown us the following varieties of
the issue chronicled last month: vertical pairs of the 4c black on green, 10c
. dull blue and 1p brown and an horizontal pair of the rop black on green, all
imperforate between.
We illustrate the stamps which we chronicled last month,
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Cyprus.—The colors of the new 2p, gp and 18p, are said to be ultra-
marine and violet, brown and carmine and black and brown respectively.

-

NorTH BORNEO.—Mr. R. P. Lee informs us that he has a copy of the
18c Postage Due stamp (No. 307) with inverted surcharge.

£ 8 8 8 8

PorTUGUESE COLONIES.—MT. J. B. Robert submits a design for the colon-
ial Postage Due stamps which were authorized by the same decree as those of
the mother country. We presume that this means an infliction of a complete
set for each of the various colonies.

The stamp is inscribed “PORTEADO” at the top with the name of the
colony just below and “ A—RECEBER " in two lines at the bottom. The value
is probably intended to go in the blank space in the center.

e 8 % 2 &

St. Lucia.—Ewen's Weekly Stamp News says : * With reference to the
note in £. W. S. V. No. 191 to the effect that the 10sh stamps were then
obsolete we are informed by a correspondent that only one printing of this
stamp was ever made and consisted of 10,800 stamps, sent out to the colony
in 189r. On March 11th of this year (1903) 6326 of these were still in stock,
so that the total number issued in the twelve years must have been 4474 or
less. A correspondent, who is in a position to know, states that only some
400 of these were issued to collectors or for postage on letters, the remainder
being affixed to Mortgage Deeds and ‘land cancelled.’ If only a paltry 400
were sold to collectors or used on letters in twelve years, it is evident that im-
portations of ‘current colonials’ are very much smaller than some people
suppose. One of these days there will be a terrible awakening and collectors
who have neglected to buy stamps when current will deeply regret their
delay.

*“The £ t Tasmania, 1osh Trinidad, etc., are warnings the collector will
do well to heed. At the same time we do not advise anyone to go to the
other extreme and buy too many of one kind of stamp ; more in fact than he,
personally, has opportunities of selling. To. buy up any large quantity of
this 10sh St. Lucia, even a tenth of the remainders, would be folly of the
worst description. If buyers have only been found for 400 copies at face
value in twelve years, it is hardly likely a market can be found for more than
as many more at a substantial premium

' Where are the remainders? The 1osh stamp has been offered fairly fre-
quently this year at auctions. Are they leaking? "

L« B« R« N -

Servia.—We have seen a used, horizontal pair of the 10p rose, series of -
1898 1900 (our No. 52), imperforate between.

L NN « B « B « SR «

TurkEY.—We have seen the 2p orange, newspaper stamp of the rgor
issue (our No. 347), with the surcharge inverted at the bottom of the stamp..



UNITBD STATHS.—We have seen
the Postal Telegraph and Cable Co's,
stamp for 1go4. It is of the regular
type (our No. Tz22a) and there are
forty stamps to a book as heretofore.

We have also seen a Honours City
Express Post (type Aga) printed in
black on yellow paper, our catalogue
lists it only on pink paper. It is on
the original cover, together with a
10 cent stamp of the 1847 issue, can-
celled Charleston, July 18th, 1849.

Mr. J. M. Bartels has shown us a
copy of the current 2 cent envelope,
amber paper, size 5, with the stamp
printed in a brown-red shade about
the.same as that of the much-discus-
sed envelope of the 1895 issue.

Carrier stamp.

Imperforate.
2c black on yellow

Envelope.

1903 issue.
2c brown red on amlgr

Telegraph stamp.

Postal Telegraph Cable Co.

No value, deep blue on blue

ARGBNTINE REPUBLIO. — We
are indebted to Mr. J. M, Bartels for
a copy of a new stamp issued Dec.
1st last.

Adhesive stamp.

Watermarked Sun with Rays.

Perforated 1a.
4¢ yellow

OOLOMBIAN REPUBLIO. — We
have lately received a goc stamp
whichis a re-engraved copy of that
of 1892 (our type No. Ags.) The
lettering is much heavier; there is no
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background outside of the frame
lines of the ornaments in the upper
corners and the figures of value are
somewhat smaller and differently
shaped.

This stamp was first chronicled by
Moens, in April 1899, but we have
not seen it until now.

Mr. W. L. Andrews shows us am
imperforate copy of the 2oc blue on
buff of the current issue (type A88).
We chronicled this stamp last month:
with perforation 12,

Adhestve stamps.

Perforated 12.
soc’red-violet on violet, glazed paper

Imperforate.
2o0c blue on buff

Barranquilla.—We now have the 5c
and 1op imperforate.
Adkesive stamps.
Imperforate.
5c bistre
10p claret

FRANOB.—Offices in Ohina. — g
Cote Réelle publishes a correct list of
the ‘“A PERCEVOIR” surcharges.
chronicled by us in December. We
note that the 3oc listed by us as “red-
and black surcharge” is an error,
both of the surcharges being in black.
They also add several varieties and
we list therefore:

Postage Due stamps.
Perforated 14x13%.
Black surcharge.
3oc brown on bistre (two lines, on
1894 stamp)
Violet and black surcharge.
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sc yellow green (one line, on stamp
of 1898)
1oc rose (one line, on stamp of 1902)
15¢ blue ( ¢ “ “ 1898)
15¢ orange( “ “ 1903)
3oc brown on bistre (two lines, on
stamp of 1894)

—

GREAT BRITAIN.—Offices in the
Turkish Empire.—The Philatelic Jour-
nal of Great Britain announces the
new 2s 6d stamp overprinted for
these offices.

Adkesive stamp.

. Watermarked Anchor.

Perforated 14.

Black surcharge.
12pi on 2s 6d violet

HAYTI.—We have received a set
of stamps, for local use only, issued to
commemorate the Haytian centennial.
It consists of seven stamps, all but
the one cent value bearing a portsait
(printed in black), in the centre. The
one cent, which is all in one color,
bears the coat of arms of the Republic
instead of a portrait. ,

They are all surcharged with a so-
called “control stamp’ which con-
sists of a rectangular frame inscribed
“ poSTE-PAYE " in two lines, separated
by a bar and the dates * 1804 "—
“1go4 " vertically at the sides. We
illustrate the types below.

Our correspondent also advises us
that “ there is another issue, having
the portrait of President Nord, for
general usage, but they will not be
placed on sale until the 1898-g9 issue
is exhausted or otherwise disposed
of.”

- Adkesive stamps.

Perforated r2.
Blue surcharge.
1C green
2¢ rose and black (Touissaint Lou-
verture) )
sc blue and black (Touissaint Lou-
verture)
7¢ maroon and black (J. J. Dessa-
lines)
1oc yellow and black (J. J. Dessa-
lines)
20c¢ slate and black (A. Petion)
soc olive and black (A. Petion)

HUNGARY.—Mr. C. Witt has shown
us the 12c with figures of value-in
black, and informs us that it was
issued January 1st,

Adhkestve stamp.

Watermarked Crown in a circle.

Perforated 12. ’
12f violet and black

.

INDIA.—Jhind.—The Monthly Jou-
nal says that *the last ra, Queen’s
head, exists with the ordinary sur-
charge of this State.”

Adhestve stamp.

Watermarked Star.

Perforated.

Black surcharge.
1a carmine

Kishengarh —The Monthly Journak
has received a new X4 a stamp. They
say: “ The design is similar to that of
the previous stamp of that value, but
it has been entirely redrawn, the in-
scriptionsand the devices in the shield
being now in color on white, instead
of the reverse; the supporters and the:



crest appear in white and are much
more clearly shown than before. We
have only seen single copies at pre-
sent, and we fancy that they are litho-
graphed, instead of being handstamp-
ed or surface-printed like the previous
issues; they are in various shades of
pink on very thick, highly surfaced
paper and imperforate.”

Adhesive stamp.

Imperforate.
4 a pink

IOBLAND.—We find that we have
omitted to chronicle the 2ca Official
stamp with the “1 giLDI ” surcharge,
perforated 12%4.

Official stamp.

Watermarked Crown.

Perforated 1234.

Black surcharge.
20a yellow green

LIBBRIA.—Mr. H. L. Hayman has
shown us three new stamps and we
copy the following, explaining the
issue, from the Stamp Collectors Fort-
nightly : ‘‘In 1892, when the stamps
now surcharged first made their ap-
pearance, the Liberian rate for letter
postage was 8 cents the half ounce.
Naturally stamp values were arranged
in multiples of eight, but a few years
later came a reduction in the rate to
5 cents the half ounce, and the stamps
then current were altered to suit the
new tariff. There was, however, a
supply left over of the 16¢c, 24c and
32c, and these have now been used
up by the overprinting already de-
scribed.” - .

Adkestve stamps.

surchargea T EN FIFTEEN

in blue
Cents. Cents.

Watermarked type 87a.
Perforated 15.
1oc on 16¢ lilac
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15C on 24c olive green on yellow
20c on 32c greenish blue

MARTINIQUB.—Le Collectionneur
de Timbres-Poste chronicles the 6oc
Postage Due stamp of the French
Colonial type overprinted in four
lines “TIMBRE-POSTE —§F.—MARTINI-
QUE-——COLIS POSTAUX "

Postal Packet stamp.

Imperforate.

Black surcharge.
5f on 6oc brown on cream

PANAMA.—Mr. ]J. M. Bartels, Mr.
Wm. Thorne and other friends have
shown us a number of unchronicled
varieties and oddities from this over
prolific country. We list them for the
benefit of those of our readers who
may be interested. For our own part
we feel that the surcharging business
is being just a “leetle " bit overdone.

* Issued in the City of Panama.

Registration stamp.

Imperforate.

Handstamped in  gepuBLICA DE

blue black PANAMA
20c red brown on blue
Adhkesive stamps.
Perforated 12. .
|
Printed 3 I
surcharge < z
Z 2
= >

Black surcharge.
" 2c rose, with violet bar
5c blue ’
10c yellow, horizontal surcharge,
“PANAMA" once on each stamp.
10c yellow, horizontal surcharge,
“pANAMA" twice on each stamp.
Carmine surcharge.
sc blue, double surcharge
sc blue, pair, one without surcharge
sc blue, surcharged with bar only
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Printed sur- <
charge in 5
carmine z

PA
VINVNVd

1c green, “PANAMA" three times on
one stamp.

Issued in the City of Colon.
REPUBLICA DE
Handstamped PANAMA

Magenta surcharge.
5¢ blue, double surcharge
sc blue, pair, one without surcharge
20c violet
20c violet, double surcharge
Violet surcharge.
10c yellow
soc brown (issue 1887-88)
gsoc brown ¢ “
without surcharge
Blue surcharge.
2c rose
Registration stamp.
Perforated 12. :
10c yellow, magenta and violet sur-
charges
Adhesive stamps.
Perforated 12.

Handstamped PANAMA

Magenta surcharge.

pair, one

sc blue
sc blue, inverted surcharge
1oc yellow
soc brown (issue 1887-88)
soc brown ¢ “ diagonal sur-
charge

Violet surcharge.
soc brown (issue 1887-88)
1p brown carmine
Registration stamp.
Perforated 12.
10oc yellow, violet and violet sur-
charges
Registration Return Receipt stamp.
Perforated 12.
sc blue, magenta and violet sur-
charges
Imperforate.
- Magenta surcharge,
10c blue on blue

Printed sur- Republica
charge de Panamd.

Adhestve stamps.
Perforated 12.
Carmine surcharge.
1C green
5c blue
Black surcharge.
2c rose
1oc yellow
10c yellow, double surcharge
20c violet
1p brown carmine
Blue surcharge.
soc brown (issue 1887-88)
Registration stamps.
Perforated 12.
1oc yellow, violet and black sur-
charges
Imperforate.
Black surcharge.
20c red brown on blue
Registration Return Receipt stamp.
Perforated 12.
5c blue, magenta and carmine sur-
charges
The surcharge last described is set
up to cover fifty stamps at an impres-
sion. In each fifty there are four
stamps without the accent on the last
' of “Panama”, and one with an
accent on the ‘a” of “Republica”.
1t is claimed that the imperforate re-
gistration stamp, 2oc red brown on
bltie, is a speculation of the post-
master and not a legitimate issue, as
the rate had been reduced to r1oc
before these surcharges were made.
With this last Colon issue was a
2oc stamp which has a different style
of surcharge from the other values of
the series. We are indebted to Mr.
J. C. Morgenthau for a copy of the
stamp and shall illustrate the sur-
charge in our next number. Thisis
also a printed surcharge, consisting
of the words “REPUBLICA—DE PANA-
MA”, in two lines of small Roman
capitals about 178mm. high. The
two lines measure 173 and Tgmm,
respectively. The surcharge is prin-
ted in a horizontal position and the



word ‘ coLOMBIA" is not obliterated
by a bar.

Adhestve stamp.

Perforated 12.

Carmine surcharge.
2cc violet

Last of all we have seen a stamp
used in the City of Bocas del Toro,
which is handstamped ‘“R. pE PAaNa-
MA” in fancy letters with an italic
“N" in “Panama”. We hope to il-
lustrate this surcharge next month.

Adhesive stamp.

Perforated 12.

Purple surcharge.
10c yellow

PARAGQUAY.—According to the
Monthly Journal the type of the cur-
rent series (our type A32) has been
redrawn and several values have
already appeared in the new type.

Adhesive stamps.

Perforated 11%.

1c yellow green
2c orange
sc blue
1cc violet
20c vermilion
3cc dark blue
60oc ochre

FORTUGAL.—We are indebted to
Mr. J. B. Robert, Editor of the
Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Post-
segelkunde, for the information that,
by virtue of a decree dated Nov. 13,
1903 and published in No, 258 of the
Official Journal, dated Nov. 16, 1903,
a set of postage due stamps was to
have appeared Jan. 1, 1904, The
design is inscribed * PORTEADO” at
the top ; “ Correlo” at the bottom
and, in an irregularly shaped space
in the center is the value: * 5-REIs-
A RECEBER " in the sample shown us.

Postage Due stamps.

st bistre

10r orange
3er darklgreen
4or lilac
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sor red
roor light blue

SBNEQGAL.—The Prkilatelic Jour-
nal of Great Britasn announces some
new surcharges. The new value is
printed as a large figure in the center
with a thick bar over the old figures.

Adhestve stamps.

Perforated 14x13%.

5c on 4oc red on yellow
10C On §oC carmine on rose
10C on 75¢ violet on orange
toc on 1fr bronze green on straw

SOMALILAND PROTHOTORATBE.
—Several of our contemporaries an-
nounce the permanent series for this
country, heretofore known as ‘British
Somaliland.” The designs are the
same as those of the lately issued
series for East Africa and Uganda
Protectorates; the rupee values bemg
of large size.

Ewen's Weekly Stamp News also
announces one value overprinted ‘‘O.
H. M. S.” for use as an official stamp.

Adhestve stamps

Watermarked Crown and C A.

Perforated 14.

14a green and dark green

1a carmine and gray
2a violet and lilac
2%a blue and dark blue
3a green and violet
4a black and green
6a lilac and green
8a milky blue and gray
12a orange and gray

Watermarked Crown and C. C.

1T green and dark green
2r violet and green
sr carmine and black

Official stamp.

Watermarked Crown and C. C.

Perforated 14.

Black surcharge.
1r green and dark green

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS —
Several of our contemporaries an-
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nounce two stamps bearing the King'’s
head but of an entirely different de-
sign from any of the previous series.
Adhesive stamps.
Watermarked Crown and C. A.
Perforated 14.
IC green
3c lilac

TASMANIA.—Mr. Fred. Hagen,

of Sydney, N.S. W., has sent the
shilling value (type A8) on the new
paper. Wefind that we have omitted
to mention the %p (type A1o) which
reached us some two months ago, on
this paper.

Adhesive stamps.

Watermarked V and Crown.

Perforated 1234.
14p dark green

Is rose and green



“ Cat. No.

Chaﬁgé;s in Cafélogue Prices.

New
BARBADOS.
16 1861 1.00
19 ¢ 15.00
31_1871 20.00
50 1874-78 50
61 5 1882-85 50
62 “ 75
BECHUANALAND.
1 1886 1.25
7 ¢ 75
g « 2.00
BerMuUDA.
6 1873 4.00
8 1874 12.50
BriTisd# EAST AFRICA.
3 1880 17.50
20a 18g0-91 75
22 “ 10 00
24 “ 7.50
BriTisH GuUiANAa,
67 1867 10.00
75 1876 2.00
CANADA.
59 1897 60
- Care or Goop Hore.
27 1879 2.00
35 1881 2.25
40 1882 2.co
56 1893-96 5.00
CEYLON,
83 1882 1.00
111 1885 3.00
~LaBuan,
5 1880-82 6o
_ Lacos.
35 1892 15

Used

15
75
1.00

8
2

5

2.00

4.00
6.00

12.50

1.50
1.00

40

40

1.00°

20

75
2.50

60

75

Cat, No.

32
33
112

122

22
a3

63a
200 -

20

10
13

13a
14
15

L 7}

23
23a
23b
60a
62
68a

26
27
36
104

MAURITIUS,
1863-64 6o
[3 75
19082 i -_—
1902-3 _
NoORTH BORNEO.
1886 2.50
“ 1.00
PorTO RICO.
1882 12 50
1898 15.00
ST. Lucia.
1883-85 1.25
ST. VINCENT.
1861-69 22.50
« 25.00
1871-80 2.50
SoUTH AUSTRALIA.
1859 —_
1860-69 2.50
“ 12.50
SWAZIELAND.
1889-90 30
“ 1.2§
¢ 1.00
T ASMANIA.
1858 50
:? 75
75
1878 40
3 25
1889-91 . 10.00
ToNGA.
1895 1.25
“ 1.50
1896 12.50
1892 17.50
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1.25

500
750
50

6.00
2.50
2.50



The Collectors Club.

351 FOURTH AVENUE, NEwW YORK.

The 102d meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club House
on Monday evening, January 1r, 1904.

Present—Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Dewing, Luff, Rich, Scott and
Perrin.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

A number of communications were read by the Secretary.

Mr. Oney K. Carstarphen was reinstated as a resident subscribing mem-
ber of the Club.

The Treasurer’s report showing a cash balance on hand of $306.65, ex-
clusive of reserve fund, was approved as read.

Report of the House Committee was read and accepted.

Mr. Alvah Davison presented to the Club §7 vols. of stamp catalogues
and papers for which a vote of thanks was tendered him.

Mr. Erik Enequist's name was dropped from the membership roll for
non-payment of dues.

The judges appointed to award the medals for the competitive exhibition
of the U. S. Telegraph Stamps submitted their report as follows :

Mr. President and Gentlemen :

Your Committee appointed to judge the Collections of American Tele-
graph Stamps submitted in competition for the silver and bronze medals beg
" to report at follows :

Four collections were submitted to the judges under the following names,
‘¢ Caliph,” ‘‘ Nemesis,” * Northern Mutual " and * Pacific.” Those entered
under the first two names are very fine collections, both nearing completeness,
and what is lacking in one line, being better represented by the other. After
welghmg the deficiencies in each your Committee have awarded the first prize
of a silver medal to the collection entered under the name of “Caliph” and
awarded the bronze medal to ‘‘ Nemesis.” The remaining collections are
bothinteresting and show considerable care ; but the plan on which * Pacific ™’
is arranged in one of Mr. Rich's Monographs on American Telegraphs, is so
valuable and interesting that your Committee considers it entitled to honor-
able mention.

Respectfully submitted,
Joun W. ScorT,
P. F. BRUNER.

Upon opening the envelopes containing the names of the exhibitors it
was found that the silver medal had been awarded to Mr. Joseph S. Rich,
and the bronze medal to Mr. H. E. Deats, that the collection entered under
the name of * Pacific” was the property of Mr. John N. Luff, and that Mr.
George L. Toppan had entered his collection under the name of “ Northern

. Mutual.”

The report of the judges was accepted with thanks.

The following judges were appointed to award the medals of the next
competition (Porto Rico), to be held on Feb. 8th.

J. C. Morgenthau, P. F. Bruner, J. W. Scott and due notice is hereby
given that all exhibits are to be sent to Mr. J. C. Morgenthau, 87 Nassau St.,
at least two days before the date of exhibitions,

Adjourned at 9.35 P. M.

ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary.
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Editorial E regret to note a growing tendency upon the part
) of some of our contemporaries to reproduce articles,
Etiquette. or portions of them, from our columns without in

any way acknowledging their indebtedness to us
for the matter in question.

We recognize, of course, the fact that the philatelic pubhcatlons of to
day must rely. to a greater or less extent, especially so far as “ Notes” and
“ Chronicle ” are concerned, upon matter, which has been already published
in the columns of one or more of the aspirants for literary fame, many of
which, either from their geographical location or by virtue of certain special
connections, are in a posmon to obtain information upon certain lines in
advance of their competitors. We always make it a point to reproduce items
of this character when, in our opinion, they will be of interest to our readers.
We do not, however, do this without giving full credit to the publication
from which we have gleaned our information.

There is an old adage about “ Honor among thieves ” which, we think,
might be easily made to fit this case by simply substituting the word :
 Editors " for ‘“thieves ”’, and we deem it high time that some of the former
genus should take cognizance of the aforesaid adage and weigh it well.

We have no desire to prohibit anyone from reproducing anything that
has, or may, appear in our columns, unless, of course, the article is copy-
righted ; on the other hand we are glad to have them do so, always provided
that we receive due credit for the same.

It is, of course, possible that, in some instances, the failure to mention
the source of the mformatlon is due to carelessness or madvertence, but we
can hardly allow this plea in cases where the subject matter in question has
been translated from a publication printed in a foreign tongue and, when re-
produced in the identical language of our own translation, or an abridged
version of it, is credited to the paper in which it originally appeared or no
credit given to any one.

So far as we are concerned we will simply state that if this practice is
continued we shall be obliged to put a stop to it by copyrighting every
number of the JOURNAL, a step which we sincerely hope will not be forced

upon us.—G. L. T.
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Our Indian Letter.

By E. W, WETHERELL,

Sirmoor is attracting the attention of students of the stamps of the Indian
Native States in consequence of Mr. Masson's discovery that varieties of type
exist in the Raja’s head issues. Sirmoor is one of those states in which there
is no fear of new issues, for the State postal arrangements are now managed
by the Post Office Department of India. There are only four issues of
ordinary stamps and a fairly large number of service stamps. The regular
issues are only 2t in number, according to Messrs. Stanley Gibbons catalogue,
and there is not a single stamp of any rarity. Half a sovereign will cover the
expense of a complete set. Mr. Masson's discoveries will, however, largely
augment the number of collectible varieties and some of them may prove to
be of considerable rarity.

Many a keen and trained eye must have been turned on these stamps at
various times and the wonder is that stamps which were issued in 1885 have
never been completely examined before. It seems probable that there will
be a considerable rise in the value of these stamps before long,

The * Service " issues are not fully catalogued as yet. There are certain-
ly more varieties of type than those shown in catalogues, besides several varie-
ties of dropped and broken letters.

Speaking of Official stamps: Nearly all the philatelic journals have had
a word to say on the subject recently. Some consider that they should be
ignored and others give considerable space to describing varieties. Surcharged
official stamps were the cause of the unfortunate case recently tried in England.
If official stamps are really necessary it seems preferable that a distinct
design should be used instead of the common-place surcharge which is easy
to forge, either to deceive a government or a stamp collector. The surcharge,
whether to alter the purpose of a stamp or its face value, has long been a
terrible trial to collectors and soon it will have the effect of deterring young
collectors from continuing their interest in stamp collecting.

British Somaliland has given a good deal of worry to philatelists, chiefly
on account of the fact that the majority are unaware that two series are in -
use. The first is the ordinary unsurcharged set of Indian stamps. These
are used by the military post offices ; offices which are under the control of
the.-Post Office of India. These field post offices accompanied the force from
India. The other set is used by the civil authorities and, as the government
has its own postal arrangements, it is necessary to have a distinctive set of
stamps to prevent confusion of accounts The other set is the ordinary
Indian series surcharged ‘ BRITISH SOMALILAND "',

An interesting result is obtainable if all the new issues of 1903 are
tabulated under three headings: A. Those stamps clearly issued for a
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bona fide postal requirement, such. as the King's Head issue for India,
Cyprus &c. B. Those stamps which, while intended to be a permanent issue
and to meet a requirement, were primarily issued with a view to making
money out of stamp collectors. C. Those stamps which palpably owe their
origin to the fact that there is a demand for them from collectors, such as
the recent rubbish hailing from various French colonies. If a few of your
readers will take the trouble to make out such a list they will find that the
“A"” class is a very small and that *“ C " is about equal to both “A’ and*‘ B’ put
together. Where there is a demand a supply will surely come and only by
stopping the'demand can the ever increasing flow of unnecessary rubbish be
arrested

The S. S. S. S. was founded in England and failed. England has tried,
India is powerless ; cannot the great U. S. A. evolve a scheme for the rescue
-of philately in the future? I believe a new album which leaves out sur-
charged stamps has just been publisned on your side. I trust_ that it will
have the success which such a publication for the purifying of our hobby
deserves  If the school boy of to-day has no spaces for “ C " he will not be
so keen to obtain the rubbish, and so part of the demand will cease, and, be
it remembered, the school boy of to-day is the learned philatelist of the next
decades

Southern Indian collectors have been rejoicing that official duties have
necessitated a tour in Bombay and Madras Presidencies by the Acting
- Director General of the Post Office of India, Mr, C. Stewart Wilson, an officer

well known to philatelists as the President of the P. S. I. and editor of the
P. /. I. I have had the pleasure of having many good ‘“stamp talks ”’ with
him. There are not many sub-divisions of the subject philatelic with which
he is not thoroughly at home.

A great many forgeries of certain Indian States’ stamjs are about
Several have been described recently and in many cases they are very
dangerous, not because they are well executed but in consequence of the fact
that there may be from 20 to 40 types of the genuine stamp and comjarison
with all the genuine types would be necessary to the majority of collectors
before they could pronounce definitely that any particular stamp was bad.
Let me once more urge that Native States’ stamps should only be furchased
from well known dealers ; it is far cheaper to pay full catalogue prices for
stamps which you know are -genuine than a fraction of catalogue price, which
is frequently accompanied with a horrible doubt of the genuineness of the
¢¢ great bargain ", ‘
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Historical Notes on the Republic of San
Marino and its Postage Stamps.

By JULES BOUVEZ.

The Republic of San Marino, the smallest on the globe, presents, from a
postal and philatelic point of view, numerous interesting peculiarities that are
little known. This little State, situated almost in theé center of the Italian
peninsula, between Santa Agata, Urbino and Rimini, dates from the tenth
century ; it is administered by two Captains Regent, assisted by a Grand
Sovereign Council composed of sixty members. It has a militia comprising
nine companies of gso men; its annual budget is 140,000 fr ($28,000). Its
area is 59 square kilometers and its population 8,000.* The small town of San
Marino, which is its capital, is connected with Rimini, which is situated on
the trunk railway which traverses the peninsula throughout its length. A
daily coach service is established between these two towns, 16 kilometers
apart; the journey from San Marino to Rimini is made in 3% hours, and the
return journey in 4 hours, on account of the hills that have to be ascended.

In the republic there are only two post offices: one, the chief office, is
in San Marino; the other, which is the Borgo (suburban) office, is in the lower
part; all correspondence received at the latter office reaches it through the
chief office at San Marino.

The organization of the postal service of this republic began a short time
after Italian postal legislation had established uniform rules throughout the
kingdom in the matter of postal monopoly. This organization closely followed
the promulgation of the law of May znd, 1862, which went into force on
January 1st, 1863, and reserved to the State the exclusive monopoly of the
transportation and distribution of letters, newspapers and printed matter up
to the weight of 100 grs.

This legislation dealt also with the arrangement of the postal tariff, and -
adopted :

1) for letters, the uniform rate of 15 centesimi.

2) for non periodical publications the rate of 2c per 40 grammes.

3) for newspapers and other periodical publications the rate of 1c per

shipment not exceeding the weight of 40 grammes..

As for the exchange of correspondence with foreign countries, it took
place in accordance with agreements, and the rates varied between 1o
centesimi and 1 lira. The highest rate of prepayment was 1 lira 40 centesimi,
and this was for countries across the seas for which it was possible to prepay.

Let us say at once that the two post offices of the Republic of San
Marino had but very rarely occasion to apply such high rates and, as we
shall see later, the first stamps of a higher value than 40 centesimi used in
this republic must be considered as rarities.

A particular fact, and one well worth pointing out is that the inhabitants
of the Republic of San Marino possessed for nearly 36 years (from 1863 to
1899) a privilege altogether unique and which is found in no other state :

*An article in Z%e Ca.rma)alitan for January, 1904, says that the population of San
Marino (Republic), is 11,000.
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that is, postal exemption for the dispatch of shipments of all kinds in the
Interior of the Republic. The postage stamps which were made use of from
1863 to 1899 were, therefore, only for the prepayment of correspondence for
Italy and foreign countries. These stamps at first were those of the old
Sardinian States, which the Italian government had begun to adopt after the
law of May sth, 1862, to extend their use to all the provinces of the kingdom.
These stamps had been introduced into Lombardy in July, 1859, after the
treaty of Villafranca, and in the provinces of Emilia (Placentia, Parma,
Modena, Reggio, Ferrara, Bologna, Ravenna and Forli) by a decree of the
Governor dated January 2nd, 1860. San Marino, in turn, adopted them in
March, 1863.

During the period from 1863 to 1877, the stamps employed in the state
of San Marino can be classed in seven categories :

I. Stamps of the Sardinian states of the values of 5c green, 1oc bistre,
20c blue and 4oc red, not perforated, which were in use in Italy and in the
Republic of San Marino until December 1st, 1863.

Among the stamps of this category cancelled at San Marino there are,
also, found some perforated copies which come from issues of proofs made
in Italy during the months of July and August, 1862, and which were used
until March, 1863, but these copies are very rare.

II. The stamp of 2c black of the Sardinian states, typographed, which
was used at San Marino until January 1st, 1863.
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III. The stamp of 15c blue, adopted by the Italian postal administra-
tion;by royal decree of January 11th, 1863, and used at San Marino from
March 1st, 1863, to January 1st, 1865.
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IV. The series of Italian stamps, typographed, of the issue of Decem-
ber 1st, 1863, perforated 14 and printed on paper with the crown water-
mark. This series comprised the following seven values: sc light green
and dark green, 1oc orange and bistre orange, 15¢ blue and pale blue, 3oc
brown, 4oc pink and dark pink, 6oc lilac and dark lilac, 2 lire red.

V. The stamp of 2c red and dark red, printed on paper with crown
watermark, issue of January 1st, 1865.

VI. The stamp’ of 15c blue, with surcharge 20 in black, issued on
January 1st, 1865, on the occasion of the increase in the rate of ordinary
letter, for the_interior of the kingdom.

)

VII. The stamp of 20c blue, issue of May ist, 1867, which took the
place of type VI and the"use of which was continued until August 1st, 1877,
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By reason of the small 'quantity of correspondence dispatched from the
Republic to Italy and abroad, all the above-mentioned stamps, with the first
cancellation which was in use at San Marino, are rare. There are some of
them which may be considered as impossible to find. They are easily recog-
nized by the cancellation, which was of the type annexgd, both for the cor-
respondence dispatched by the chief office and that sent by the suburban
office.

Of all the values bearing this cancellation, the unperforated stamps of
the Sardinian states and the 6oc and 2 lire of the issue of 1863 are the rarest.
These last must have been cancelled at San Marino in very small numbers,

.
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and those which are found to-day in collections are generally but new stamps
on which counterfeit cancellations have been applied to increase their value
© tenfold  This situation is explained on the one hand by the fact that from
1863 to 1877, a large quantity of correspondence originating in San Marino
was still sent out from the Republic without bemg prepaid, and, on the other,
by the reason that, relations with foreign countries being of little importance,
the application of hxgh rates was rarely made.

In consequence of an agreement, dated March 2nd, 1877, to go into
force on August 1st following, the relations between Italy and San Marino
were regulated on a new basis. This agreement lays down as a principle that
correspondence from and to the Republic of San Marino, whatever may be
the place of destination or origin, should be subject to the same conditions
and rates as correspondence of the same nature originating in or destined for
the kingdom of Italy. The same agreement decreed that the prepayment of
correspondence coming from the Republic of San Marino should be eﬂ'ected
exclusively by means of postage stamps issued by this state.

The exchange of insured letters (valeurs déclarées) was not orlgmally
admitted in the relations between the state of San Marino and Italy ; on the
other hand, these relations included the exchange of money orders, the chief
office 'of San Marino being assimilated to-those of the large provincial
towns of the kingdom of Italy, inasmuch as the maximum of the orders is
- set down as 1000 lire.

As a consequence of these arrangements, the Sovereign Council of the
Republic, on the proposal of the Captain Regent, Mr. Biagi, decided that the
issue of the postal values which should take the place of the Italian stamps
that had been used up to that time should be composed of two types. The
first type was to bear, in an ornamental frame, the indication of the
value and the words ‘' REP. DI S. MARINO. BOLLO POSTARE. LIBERTAS' ; the
second type, besides the foregoing indications, was to have the coat of arms
of the Republic. This coat of arms represents Mount Titanus with its three
towers crowned with vanes. Of course, it is known that the town of San
Marino is built on Mount Titanus.

Although it was first of all thought of entrusting the engraving of these
postal vignettes to Messrs. Thomas de la Rue & Co,, of London, the authors
of the design adopted by Italy for the postage stamps of the first issue, it was,
however, finally decided that they should, in preference, apply to an Italian
engraver of the firm of Pellas Bros., of Genoa, who had, in competition with
Thomas de la Rue, presented a well conceived deSIgn for the first Italian
stamps.

The two types proposed in May, 1877, were soon adopted by the Grand
Sovereign Council, who had the plates sent to the Ministry of Public Works,
in Turin, which undertook the manufacture The impression was well
executed and the stamps delivered at the San Marino office to be put into
use on August 1st, 1877.
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The series comprised five values typographed on plain white paper bear-
ing the royal crown as a watermark. The 2 centesimi green is the only value
created of type I.
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The other four values, all of type 1I, are : 10c blue, 20c vermillion, 3oc
brown and goc violet.

As will be seen, the second type differs from the first in the design of the
oval, which reproduces on a full background (instead of on a vermiform
design) the coat of arms of the Republic (instead of the indication of the
value in figures). )

At the time when these first five values appeared, the tariff on corres-
pondence sent from San Marino to Italy comprised the following rates :

1). 1c for newspapers and periodical works, up to the weight of
8o grammes ;

2). 2c for printed matter, non-periodical, up to the weight of 8o
grammes ;

3). zoc for ordinary letters, with a 15 gramme progression of weight ;

4). 3oc for the registration fee on shipments of all kinds.

As to the rates on correspondence for foreign countries, they were ar-
ranged as follows :

1). 10c per 5o grammes for printed matter, newspapers and business

papers.

2} 20c for notice of receipt of shipments of all kinds.

3). 3oc. for registration fee and the postage of a single letter of 15
grammes.

From these data, it will be easily understood why the stamps of 10, 30
and 4oc have always been considered as the best values of the series; there-
fore, taking the foregoing into account, the five values, in respect to rarity,
are classed as follows :

3oc brown, value 5 fr new, fr. 5.00 cancelled.
4oc violet, o4 450 “
10c blue, “ 2 ¢ “rso ¢
zoc vermilion, “ o5 “ ‘ o.50 “
2c green, “ o020 “ “o.25 “

As the town of San Marino had no newspaper publishers at the time
when the first stamps appeared, the rate of 1c, which, moreover, could not be
represented by any value, was not applied. It was, however, practically
decided that for shipments which in the future should be subject to that rate,
use should be made of a 2c stamp cut diagonally in half and that each half
should be recognized officially as representing the rate of such shipments.

This decision, then, allows us to class as official values the parts of the
2c¢ stamps cut diagonally and each part bearing a complete impression of the
cancelling stamp  This impression is round; it measures 26mm. in diameter
and bears in addition to the inscription * Republica di S. Marino ", the in-
dication of the date, month and year, as well as a star in the lower part of the
circle. This star is replaced by the indication “ Borgo" (suburb) in the im-
pression of the date stamp in use at that office.

[Zo e continued.]
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Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties.

By Gro. L . TorpPaAN.
Copyrighted. All rights reserved.

[Continued from page 14.]
Chinese Treaty Ports,
Amoy, 1896.

Fig. 18s.

Y4c on 4¢c and Y%c on §c.—There are two types of this surcharge as
illustrated above. In type I (Fig. 185), the surcharged value reads ‘‘ Half
Cent” in two lines while, in type II (Fig. 186), it reads “ ¥%4c”. A varietyis
found in both values of each type.

Type I. Var.—The word * Cent " is spelled “ Gent".

Type II. Var.—The “ 2" of *“ 15 " has a straight tail.

Chefoo, 1894.

14c, 1c and gc.—These stamps, having been re-engraved, may be distin«
guished from the series of 1893 (Fig 187), by the shading forming the clouds.
In the 1893 stamps the clouds are quite light and broken while, in those of
1894, they are much heavier.

Chinkiang.
PosTtace DUE StaMPs.
1894.
POSTAGE
/’DUE\'

M R

Fig. 188,
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2c.—There is an error in this stamp (Fig. 188), in which the word “ pue "’
is misspelled “ DE ”.
1895.

Fig. 189.

5¢.—An error is known in which the word “ F1ve ” is misspelled “ FIVR .
(Fig. 18g).

Kew Kiang.
PosTAGE DUE STaMPS.
1895.
Postage
Due
Fig. 19o. Fig. 191. Fig. 192,

1c and zc.— Both of these values (Figs. 190 and 191), exist with the word
“posTaGE"”. (Fig. 192), misspelled “ posTac "

Shanghai, 1865-66.

Fig. 193.

Of the second type of this series (Fig. 193), that with “ CANDAREENS "
in the plural, there are two varieties of the two, four and eight candareens
which differ only in the Chinese inscription denoting the value, as follows :

® —
Fig. 194. Fig. 195.

2c. Type I.—The Chinese character denoting the value is “ Liang”,
(Fig. 194).
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2c. Type II—The Chinese character denoting the value is “ Erh".
(Fig. 195).

7 &
Fig. 196. Fig. 197.
4c. Type I —The Chinese characters denoting the value read “ 4 can-
dareens silver . (Fig. 196).
4¢c. Type 1L —The Chmese characters denotmg the value read “ 4 mace
silver” or, as a mace is equal to ten candareens, ‘40 candareens silver'’.
(Fig. 197).

s &
Fig. 198, Fig. 199.

8c. Type I.—The Chinese characters denoting the value read “ 8 can-
dareens silver”. (Fig. 198).

8c. Type IL—As in the four candareens an error in the Chinese in-
scription makes it read ‘8 mace silver” or, 8o candareens silver”. (Fig.
199).

16c.—A variety of this value exists in which the “1 "' of * 16" is missing,
making it read “ 6 candareens .

1866.

Fig. 200.

3c gray blue.—This is due to an imperfect transfer, one of the
figures being broken so as to resemble a “ 3. (Fig. 200). The same cause
has produced a figure closely resembling a “6" in the sheet of the 3 can-

dareens, yellow, of the next issue.

18g0.

Fig. 201a.

1c on 20oc brown.—Through error the surcharges upon the eleventh and
twelfth stamps in the sheet of the twenty cent value read ** Half Cent” instead
of “)One Cent.” The correct stamp for this surcharge is the 15c violet. (Fig.
201).

%c on half of sc. Type I.—The tail of the “2” of “ 14" is straight.
(Left surcharge on Fig. zo1a).
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( 14c on half of gc. Type )II.—The tail of the “2" of “ 3" is curved.
Right surcharge on Fig. zo1a).

Wuhu, 1896,

Fig. 202,

14c on 1c. Type I.—The tail of the “2”" of * 3 " is curved (Fig. 202).
14c on 1c, Type II.—The tail of the “ " of “ 14" is straight.

PosTAGE DUE STAMPS.

1895.

15c.—A vauety of this stamp (Fig. 203), is known in which the letter
“A" of “POSTAGE " is missing.

Colombian Republic.,
1860.

Fig. 204.

5¢ blue.—-By an error a cliché of the five centavos value was inserted in
the plate of the twenty centavos, thus accounting for the five centavos stamp
in this_color. (Fig. 204).

1863.
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As originally prepared the stamps of this series (Fig. 205), had a star
before and after the value. These, however, were erased, in a very imperfect
manner, before the stamps were printed, so that early impressions show traces
of them; later on the remaining traces were completely erased. No stamps
showing perfect stars are known to us, which fact proves the erasure to have
been made prior to the printing of any stamps.

All values are known in both states of the stone. There are, in-addition,
two other varieties, as follows:

10c.— Period after “10".

soc red.—The existence of the fifty centavos in this color is due to the
inclusion of a cliché of this value in a plate of the twenty centavos value.

1864.

10c.—As in the last series a variety of this stamp exists with a period
after the “10”. (Fig. 206).

1865.

Fig. 207.

soc. Type I.—The indication of value, in the lower label, is in tall,
rather thin lettering The “ 5" is noticeably taller than the remainder of the
inscription, measuring z % mm. in height while the * o " and the word “ cenT”
measure but 2zmm. The total length, including the period, is r2mm.

In the colored band surrounding the central oval are nine stars: the first
is immediately under the first “ " of the inscription; the second is under the
“g” of “DE”; the third under the “L "’ of “ coLomBIa"; the fourth under,
and a trifle to the left of, the “ B’ of ‘‘coLomMBIA”; the fifth is below, and a
trifle to the right of, the period after ‘“coLomsia "; the sixth is under the
“RE” of “ CORREOS "; the seventh is under the first “ NA " of * NACIONALES ";
the eighth under the second “ N ", and the ninth under the “s’* of “NacION-
ALES ",
* sgoc. Type IL.—The value in the lower label is in much smaller lettering,
measuring 10} mm. in length by 1% mm. high. The nine stars are placed as
follows: first, under ard a trifle to the left of the ‘‘u’’; second, under the
“c” of ““coLomsIA ”’; third, under the space between the * L " and the second
“o0” of ‘“coLoMBIA”; fourth, under the “B"” of “coromBia’’; fifth, under
and a trifle to the right of the “aA " of * coLomBIA” (which, in this type, is
not followed by a period); sixth, under the “ RE” of “cCorrEOs "; seventh,
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under the first “ N of “ NACIONALES ”; eighth, under the “ 0 ", and the ninth
under the “E " of ‘““ NACIONALFs ", .

1p. Var. 1.—There is a period after the word *“ PEso .

1p. Var. 2.—There is a small *“0”.in “ PEso”.

1p. Var. 3.—The “s” in “PEso” is larger than any of the other
letters |

Both the fifty centavos and one peso, as above described, are of the type
illustrated as Fig. 207.

Fi. 208

1p —There are four varieties of this stamp (Fig. 208), differing from
each other in the lettering of the inscription '*UN PESO ” as follows :

Var. 1.—Small “u” in *“UN " and ‘so " in * PESO ".

Var. 22—Small “~N " in “UN” and “so " in * Peso ",

Var, 3.—Small “N"" in “Un".

Var. 4.—Small “0” in “ pPESo ".

1868.

Fig. 209.
1oc. Type I.—The “B" of *“coLomBIA " is above the “ vo" of “ CEN-
Tavos”. (Fig. 209).
1oc, Type IL.—The “ B " of “ coLomBIA ” is above the “v” of “ CEN-
TAVOS ",
1870-77.

Fig. 210, Fig. ar1.

1870. 5p.—The ornament to the left of the “c” of “ciNco’ cuts into
the “ ¢ ” and the shading of the flag, which is formed of diagonal lines, is not
very pronounced. (Fig. z210).
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1877. §p.—The ornament to the left of the “c” of “ciNco” only
touches that letter and shading of the flag, which is quite pronounced, is
formed of vertical and diagonal lines.

1870. 10p —The stars appear to have extra 1ays between their points
and there are a few horizontal lines of shading at each end of the central
portion of the shield. (Fig. 211).

1877. 10p.—The stars are five-pointed and have.no extra rays. There
are no shade lines in the central portion of the shield.

1874.

Fig. 212,

1oc. Type I.—The “0” and the “s” of ‘“ CORREOS " are the same size.
(Fig. 212),
1cc. Type IL—The “s” of “corrEOs " is larger than the “ 0 ".

_ 1879
SURERORYEY
No nay eampillas
vALE [0 cuxTAVOR
a2n2a¥a%n e
Fig. 213.

The stamps of this series (Fig. 213) have five varieties each, of which
only the following are worthy of special mention :
Var. 1.—‘“HaA1" instead of “HAY".
5c black.
soc black.
Var. 2.—“N " of “N0" inverted.
10c black.
2oc black.
These varieties occur upon all three varieties of paper, i. e. white, buff
and blue.

1881-83.

Fig. 214. . Fig. a15.

1881, 1c.—The period before “ un1oN " is round and there are rays
between the stars and the condor. (Fig. 214).
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1883. 1c.—The period before ‘“ UNION " is square and there are no rays
between the stars and the condor.

-1881. 2c.—The “2"” and the “c” in the corners are placed straight.
(Fig. 215). ‘

1883.- 2c.—The * 2" and “c” in the corners are placed slanting as in
the one centavo value

1881, g5c.—The last star to the right almost touches the frame.

1883. §c.—The last star to the right touches the wing of the condor.

1881. 10c.—The letters of the inscriptions are thin; there are rays below
the stars and the left wing of the condor barely touches the frame. (Fig 216).

1883. r10c.—The letters are thicker; there are no rays under the stars
and the right wing of the condor touches the frame.

1883.

Fig. 217. Fig. 218.

2c. Type I.—The letters of “DE LoS " are large, as in Fig. 217.

2c. Type II.—The letters of “ DE LOS " are small, as in Fig. 218,
1cc. Type I.—The letters of *“DE Los ” are large, as in Fig. z217.
roc. Type IL.—The letters of “ DE LOs” are small, as in Fig. 218,

1887-99.

Fig 219. v Fig. 220.
1887, 20c.—The word *“ REPUBLICA " is erroneously spelled “ REPULICA *’,

(Fig. 219). . .
1889. 20c.—* REPUBLICA " is correctly spelled. (Fig. 220).

1888-99.

Fig. 221. Fig. 322.
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1888, soc.—This stamp (Fig. 221), was first issued in violet in 1892.

The space outside of the ornaments in the upper corners is more or less filled
in with a ground of solid color which gives a square effect to the corners.
‘I he inscriptions are rather small, that in the band surrounding the central
oval being well spaced and placed so nearly in the centre of the band as to
leave a portion of the ground of solid color between it and the colorless frame
lines, giving the appearance of there bemg a colored line above and below the
inscription. The letters of “ CENTAVOS " are quite open.
The numerals of value are rather large; the lower line of the flag of the
“g5” curves upward, giving the end a very rounded appearance, while the
ball of the same figure is decidedly notched below. The color is of a very
bluish tint.

1899. so0c.—This (Fxg 222), is a re-engraved copy of the last. There
is no colored groundwork outside of the ornaments in the upper corners,
which appear rather pointed. The inscription in the oval band is larger, so
much so that there is practically no spacing between the words and only a
very thin line of color between the lettering and the colorless frame-lines of
the band. “cCENTAvoOs”, also, is larger and the letters are less open. The
numerals are smaller than in the stamp of 1888; the flag of the “ 5" is almost
straight, being only very slightly rounded at the end, and the ball, while very
small, is perfect and has no notch. The color is much more reddish and the
stamp is printed on glazed paper.

SIS
NS



Siam.

ITS POSTAL ORGANIZATION ;ND ITS POSTAGE STAMPS.

Translated from L'Echo de la Timbrologie.
[Continued from page 26.]

It was also in 1891, at the meeting of the Postal Congress in Vienna,
that Siam became a party to the agreement concerning the exchange of
international money-orders and concluded a treaty with the German govern-
ment which permitted her to exchange money orders with the majority of
the countries exchanging this service with Germany.

This extension, added to that resulting from the direct exchange of
money-orders with France and the French colonies, which was organized
October 1, 1893. led to a new increase of business. In October, 1893. find-
ing that the stock of the 4 atts stamp was almost exhausted, they surcharged
with this value the 24 atts of the issue of 1887, there being a large surplus of
this stamp in stock. This was done in order to avoid a new printing of the 4
atts, which could not have been made in time to meet the needs of the service.

4 atts 4 atts. 4 atts 4 atts.
TYPE 1. TYPE 11, TYPE III. TYPE 1V.

This surcharge having been printed in blocks of ten upon each sheet of
120, many varieties are found which may be catalogued as follows :

A.—English surcharge measuring 8% to g mm.

I. 4 atts on 24 atts, lilac and blue, with double Siamese surcharge.
2. oo “ ‘ “ “  Siamese surcharge omitted.
3. 3 [ " Y3 13 ' Eng]ish [ “

4. “oou “ooon ‘ “ double English surcharge.

B.—Surcharge measuring 10 to 11% mm.
1. 4 atts on 24 atts, lilac and blue, with surcharge omitted.
“ oo « “ . * double Siamese surcharge.
Siamese surcharge measuring 4 mm.
high
double English surcharge.

3 ‘“ 44 . [ 3 [
4 13 ‘o 3 3 [ ‘s

Aside from the varieties A4 and B4, which are rarely seen, all of the
varieties have about the same value, as they are generally found printed in
equal quantities upon each sheet.®

5. Here, again, we find ourselves unable to agree with the author.

There are no illustrations of the 4 atts surcharges in the original article but we have
inserted four, showing the varieties of the English surcharge which are generally recognized
by collectors and cataloguers. It might be claimed that two of these types differ from the
other two only by the addition of a period but, as none of them are varieties which occur
a few times in a sheet but each was employed for surcharging entire sheets, we feel that we
are justified in calling them types. Furthermore, the Siamese surcharge on type I is quite
different from that on the other three types. We may mention here that both these varieties
of the Siamese surcharge are to be found in sheets on which the English surcharge has not
been added.

Neither can we agree that the surcharge is applied in blocks of ten. A careful examina .
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At the time when these surcharges appeared the postal administration
proved, beyond question, numerous infractions of the postal monopoly ; thus
it happened that, notwithstanding that, in 1892, fines to the amount of 1495
ticals were inflicted by the department for the unlawful carrying of mail
matter, it was proved by the inspection of 1893 that the frauds had not
diminished.

According to the Siamese postal law of 1885 any person who transports
a letter which should have passed through the post office renders himself
liable to a fine which may amount to 5o ticals per letter. Anyone caught
breaking this law is arrested and imprisoned until the fine is paid; then,
when released, he is made to sign a document in which he agrees not to
offend in this manner in the future. It is the Chinese, more than all others,
who practise this fraud ; their letters, sent from a Chinese locality where
there is no post office having connections with Bangkok, or wice versa, if
passed through the Bangkok post office would be charged 2 atts per half ounce.
To evade the payment of this tax the Chinese constantly resort to fraud.
Their letters are generally brought to Bangkok by travellers or employes of
the boats in “ clubbed packets” which contain hundreds of letters. After
their arrival they are sent directly to the Chinese commercial houses or
carried to stations established by the Chinese, of which some twenty exist in
Bangkok.

‘The examination of travelers and their baggage by the customs officials
is the only means at the disposal of the Siamese postal officials for uncover-
ing this fraud. If one stops to realize that there are a million Chinese in
Siam, of which number more than a hundred thousand live in the capital, it
may be easily understood that thousands of letters, which should be found
by the customs officials, escape the tax. They do not limit themselves to
frauds against the postal monopoly ; in order to escape the more important
taxes the Siamese often fraudulently represent the value of their letters etc.;
which explains the infrequent use of the stamp of 64 atts, which was issued
mainly for the tax upon postal packets and shipments of money. We cite a
characteristic case to show to what degree the Siamese pursue their pro-
pensity for sending valuables in letters or packets without declaring them;
their sole aim being to economize in postal charges

One day the custom house at London received from Siam many postal
packets which, in accordance with the declaration of their contents, should
have contained canes and office fittings to a total value of A£7.10. These -

tion of a number of sheets and large blocks shows us that the Siamese surcharge was applied to
one stamp at a time, by hand, while the English surcharge was printed, by a press, on a whol.:
sheet at once, Evidence of the two processes of printing is to be found in the character ol
the impressions of the two surcharges.

That the Siamese surcharge was printed on one stamp at a time is proved by the fact
that, on blocks selected from the same part of two sheets, the surcharges occupy different
relative positions. On occasions, we find the Siamese surcharge inverted, double or omitted.
These varieties are placed itregularly and not in groups of ten, as they should be if the
author's claim were correct. In our experience these varieties are scarce, especially the first
and third, and are not by any means ** found in equal quantities upon each sheet ",

As evidence that the English surcharge is printed on the whole sheet at one time we
have settings of types I and Il which contain an inverted ‘‘s* once (not twelve times) in
each sheet. There are also broken letters and those from wrong fonts of type which occur
regularly but, only once or twice, in a sheet. Finally, we have asheet on which the surcharge
has been misplaced so that, on each row of stamps, it slants up from left to right. Every
row is printed in this way and the surcharge is at the same angle on each. :

Concerning variety B1 we may add that stamps with this type of surcharge may be:
found with either the English or the Siamese surcharge omitted. —Eps.-A. J. P, .
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packets, in reality, contained a collection of diamonds valued at about £25,-
ooo, or 625,000 francs, as the customs officials discovered. The sender, a
lady who lived in Siam, had been desirous of economizing on the postage,
which would have been about .£30. and she had not hesitated to put objects
of such great value in the mails without declaring them.

During the year 1894 the principal improvements introduced in the
postal service related to the postal routes, which underwent important changes
and extensions. Many secondary routes were established which served to
more closely unite the localities situated upon the right bank of the Mekong
with the main route to Bangkok. The most important of these routes was
no less than five hundred miles (805 kilometres) in length and the carriers
took about a month in traversing it.

In central Siam, starting from Korat. routes to Nangoug and to Chaturat
and Pookiew were established and a weekly service inagurated.

In southern Siam a weekly territorial service was organized and con-
nected with the line from Bangkok to Kabin and another, with a service once
in fifteen days, connected Sissophone and Sangha.

On the eastern coast (gulf of Siam), where a weekly service, which was
assured by the steamers running along the coast, was already established,
the administration established a second one between Chantaboon and
Prachuntakirikate (Ko-Kong) on the Cambodian frontier.

These extensions, which led to an important increase of the postal busi-
ness, made their influence felt in the relations between the localities served
by the new routes, as also with the Straits Settlements and China. These
conditions were not long in bringing about a shortage of the postage stamps
of 1 and 2 atts, a shortage which was overcome by new surcharges upon the
64 atts stamp; of which the stock on hand was still largely in excess of the
postal requirements

The surcharges of 1 and 2 upon the 64 atts, by which they brought out
a new provisional issue in 1894. present many varieties, especially in the figure
of value and the word “Atts ’ of the English surcharge.

293 22 22

I II III IV V VI

There is but a single type of the figure “1 " in the surcharge “r Att";

but the surcharge “ 2 Atts ”, on the contrary, presents, so far as the figure

2" is concerned, six different types as illustrated above *

6. Again we cannot agree with the author, We find at least three types of the figure
1" and seven of the **2"".  We have inserted in the article illustrations which we have
lettered A, B, C, D and E. Taking first the 1 att on 64 atts: In settings A and B the figure
* 1" is thick, 23 mm. high, with a well-defined serif and cross-bar. In setting C the ** { »
is very thin, measures a scant 2 mm. in height, and has the serif and cross bar so faint that
in many specimens they cannot be seen at all. The *“1” and *‘ Att” are usually separated
by a space of 2 mm. but in one stamp in the sheet there is no space between them, so that
they appear to counstitute one word. = There is another setting which we do not illustrate ;
it is very like setting C but the ** 1" appears to be thicker, is a full 2 mm. high, and has a
distinct serif and cross-bar. There is a space of 334 mm. between ‘‘ 1" and ** Att ",

There are some varieties which are not noted in the Ecko. In setting A we find the
period on a level with the top of the ‘‘s™ of * Atts ", the ‘s’ inverted, and the whole sur-
charge, both English and Siamese, inverted. Of setting C we have stamps with double sur-
charge, without Siamese surcharge, with a second impression on the back (either in the
normal position or inverted), and with the error *‘ 1 Atts”,

Turning to the 2 atts on 64 atts we find two varieties of setting D, one of which contains
all the types numbered I to VI of the figure “ 2", while the other is composed entirely of
type 1V. In the latter there is usually more space between the ‘“ 2" and the word *¢ Atts
than in the former. Setting E has the figure * 2 of the same shape as types 1 and IV but



As to the word “ Att ”, the following varieties are to be found :

Atts, with the létter ‘‘s”, measuring gmm. long including the period.
Atts, ‘. “ €. ({3 [ 7mm. [0 " ' "

Att, without the letter ‘s”, measuring 5% mm. long including the period.
Att, 6 ‘" € X3 13 8mm. [ 1] [ €
Att, “ %« Y oorthe period.

il ol

The many varieties of the 1894 provisional series of Siam may, therefore,
be classified as follows :

t Att on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period.
“ Y3 (3 13

. 9

1
2 without “ §
3. 2 Atts on 64 atts, “ « “ with period,
type 1. :
4. 2 Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period,
type 1I.
5. 2 Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period,
type IIL.
6. 2 Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period,
type 1V, ,
2 Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period,
type V. :
2 Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period,
type VI
9 2 Att on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period,
type V.1°
10. 2 Att on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, without
period, type VL."

We will add that types I, II,IV and VI are found with the word * Atts ",
measuring 7 and 9 mm. and type V, with the word * Att”, measuring 5%
and 8 mm. Numbers 1 and 3 are also found with the surchargelinverted.

10 Atts.

On account of the constant fall in the value of silver and, consequently,
of the rate of international postage, the Siamese government, in December,

® 3

of a size intermediate between them. This setting appears to be the same as C with the
value altered and, like it, has a companion setting which is distinguished by a space of 3%
mm. instead of 2 mm. between the figure *‘2 " and * Atts".

In setting D we know the following varieties : Type | with double English surcharge,
with inverted ‘“s” in ¢ Atts”, and with the period on a’level with the top of the **s”.
Type 1V with the period misplaced, thus * Att s™. In setting E we find the surcharge in-
verted, double (one being inverted), the “s” of * Atts™ inverted, with an extra impression
on the back (either normal or inverted), and the error ** 2 Att ".—Eps. A. . P.

1 Atts. 1 Attt 1 Att. 2  Atts. 2 Atts.

A B C D E

7, 9, 11.  We have never seen these varieties without the period. If they exist we
think it must be as varieties in the sheets and not as entire settings. —Eps. A. J. P.

8. The author forgets the surcharge ‘* 1 Atts"” on 64 atts.—Eps A ]. P,

10, 11. So far as our knowledge goes—and one of us has been a specialist of Siamese
stamps for many years—the variety *‘ 2 Att” (without the final ‘*s™) occurs once in setting
E with the 3)4mm. space between the numeral and ** Atts". It does not occur in types V,
VI or any other type of setting D.—Ebs. A. ]. P.
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1894, raised to 10 atts (silver), as being the equivalent of 25 centimes, the rate
of postage for ordinary letters destined for countries in the Postal Union.

For the same reason the rate on letters to the Straits Settlements. China,
Macao, Cochin-China, Cambodia, Sarawak and North Borneo. which was 8
atts, was raised, at the same time, to 10 atts per half ounce. This led to a
new provisional issue, so as to obtain a 10 atts stamp, and they surcharged
this value upon the 24 atts of the issue of April 1, 1887. In this new value
the surcharge is in English and Siamese characters and the word ‘‘atts "’
measures 7 mm. including the period. Some specimens of this stamp are
known with the letter “s " of “atts " inverted.

1 he year 1895 was not less notable than its predecessors for the better-
ments introduced in the Siamese postal service. Of these one of the most
important was the establishment of a continuous service between Bangkok,
Singora and Kalantan, a distance of over soo English miles. Another ser-
vice was established between Singora and Kédah and a third between Lak-
hon and Trang.

On the 1st of April, 1895, the Siamese postal network comprised eighty-
two routes divided as follows: one railroad route (Bangkok to Paknam),
forty nine messenger routes. twenty-five routes upon rivers and canals, and
seven which were partly by land and partly by water. The service was
daily upon two of the lines, twice per week upon six, once a week upon
forty eight and once every fifteen days upon the other twenty six.

During the period from 1891 to 18935 the Siamese postal traffic had con-
tinually increased. The number of letters to and from points within Siam,
which had been 126,868 in 189r, had increased to 243,447 in 1895. The
number of postal cards handled had attained the figure of 9,220 in 1895,
while, in 189, they were but 3,116. .

In international traffic the increase had been no less important. We
cite especially the considerable increase in the amount of registered mail
matter sent and received, which numbered 18,307 pieces in 1895, while, in
189gr. it was but 8,971.

The Siamese statistics show that, in 1895, the most important inter-
national relations were with Great Britain; the interchanges with this
country comprising 23 per cent of the total business. Following Great
Britain came, in the order of their importance : the Straits Settlements with
22 per cent.; British India with ¢ per cent.; France. with 8 per cent; Ger-
many with 6 per cent. and the United States with 5 per cent.

Notwithstanding the importance of the business and the fact that the
post office receipts had been largely augmented during the five years from
1891 to 189s, the financial results at the end of 1895 were far from being
tavorable, as the year closed with an average deficit of 63 315 ticals which
was due to the expenses necessitated by the postal routes and general better
ments introduced in the internal service.

The administration then, deemed it prudent to postpone the issue of a
new series of stamps, notwithstanding that the need of them was beginning
to make itself felt. To provide for the more urgent needs they transformed
the 12 atts, lilac and carmine, into provisional stamps of the values of 1, 3,
and 4 atts. This could be the more easily done as the use of the 12 atts
stamp had been considerably restricted by the changes in the postal rates.

The 12 Atts was first overprinted, in August, 1896, with the surcharge
“ 4 Atts”. In April, 1898, they applied the surcharge “ 3 Atts ” to the same
stamp. Finally, in May, 1899, the same stamp appean:ed surcharge ““ 1 att ",

These three provisional values, the last of the series, present the follow-

ing varieties :
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T. 4 atts on 12 atts, lilac and carmine, black surcharge, measuring 8% mm.
“ o . “ “ “ “ double indication of
value. Surcharge measuring 11% mm.
3. 4 atts on 12 atts, lilac and carmine, black surcharge, measuring 9% mm.
4 3 atts ¢ “« . “ “« “ “ 9% mm.
5. 1att “ ‘¢ “ ‘ ‘“ the letters of “ Att”
being spaced and the surcharge measuring 9% mm.
6. 1 att on 12 atts, lilac and carmine, black surcharge. “ Att" with letters
_close together and the surcharge measuring 824 mm.
7. 1 att on r2 atts. lilac and carmine, black surcharge. Figure “1” inverted
and surcharge measuring 9% mm."” .
The supply of the postal values of the 1887 series being almost exhausted

at the end of 1899, the administration began to think of issuing stamps of a
new type.

12,  Most of the measurements given in this table are incorrect and a great many stamp$
which belong to the three issues which it covers do not appear to be known to the author.
For the benefit of our readers we shall rewrite the list To save repetition we will say that
all the stamps have the surcharge in black and the measurements include the period.

4 Atts. 4 Atts.

1896
1.9 4 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘ Atts” 8} mm.
Variety : Inverted ‘‘s” in  Atts"".
18977
2. 4 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘ Atts” 73 mm.
Variety : No period.
. Double surcharge.
o Double surcharge without period.
3. I atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, *‘Atts” 7} mm,
. 4 Nos. 2 and 3 appear to be from the same setting excepting the numerals in English and
Siamese.

T At 2 Atts. 3 Atts. 4 Atts.

In 1898 there apFeared quite a group of surcharged stamps. We illustrate the English
surcharges on four of them. This group is characterized by short, squatty letters. The
“letter ‘“ A ” is usually broad in proportion to its height but one stamp on each sheet has a
narrow “ A",
1 att on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘¢ Atts” 63§ mm.
1 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘¢ Atts ”” 714 mm.
2 atts on 64 atts lilac and orange brown, ** Atts”* 74 mm.
3 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, *‘ Atts” 7% mm.
Variety : Double surcharge.
4 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘¢ Atts " 714 mm.
Variety : Double surcharge.
4 atts on 24 atts lilac and blue, * Atts" 7% mm,

$ o wownh

There is a second setting of the 3 atts on 12 atts which differs from No 7 in having a
space of 4% mm., instead of 2}4 mm., between the “ 3"’ and ‘* Atts”. Thus setting is also
known doubly surcharged.

1 Att. . 2  Atts.

In 1899 there were issued three surcharges: 1 att on 12 atts, 1 atton 63 atts. and
2 atts on 64 atts. On examining the sheets of the ** 1 att” surcharges we find that in the
left half the word *“ Att " has a broad ‘* A"’ and measures about 7 mm., while, in the right
half, the ** A" is narrow and the letters set further apart so that the word measures about
8 mm. The *‘2 atts" has the same characteristics but * Atts” measures 8% and 9} mm.

In the 1 att on 13 atts we find a stamp with the figure ** 1" inverted and another with
the last "t of ‘* Att ” inverted. In the sheet of the 2 atts on 64 atts one stamp is sur-
charged, in error, * 1 atts”.—Eps. A. ). P.
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Two essays were produced ; both had the same design for the frame but
the head of the king was three-quarters face on one and profile on the other
The second type (head in profile) was adopted for the postage stamps and
it was proposed to use the first type (three quarters face), which had been
abandoned in 1885 (appendix VI to the ordinance of May 12, 1885), for the
fiscal stamps.

The trial was made, but they very quickly perceived the inconvenience
of simultaneously employing two types of stamps, each of which was available
for franking foreign correspondence, especially as such a course was not in
accord with the rules of the Postal Union.

The use of stamps of the first type (three-quarter's face) was, therefore,
discontinued, but it is true, nevertheless, that they were used for several days
for franking letters, notwithstanding that such use was contrary to the inten-
tions of the postal department.

We cannot, then, properly speaking. consider these stamps as being other
than fiscals, since no decree authorizing their use as postage stamps was ever
issued When found upon a letter these stamps. which are rarely met with,
should be, it appears to us, considered only as postal curiosities, so we will
say no more about them

As to type II, which are the stamps actually in use, the series comprises
nine values, of which three are printed in the colors adopted for their
respective values by the Universal Postal Union, they are :

1 att, green (for printed matter);
4 atts, carmine (for samples and documents);
10 atts, blue, (for foreign letters).

The other values, printed in two colors, are: 3 atts, red and blue ; 8 atts,
green and orange ; 12 atts, lilac and carmine ; 24 atts, lilac and blue and 64
atts, lilac and brown.

The series is completed by the 2 atts, yellow-green, which was issued
specially to pay the postage on newspapers of a maximum weight of 2 ounces
to their destination in China and the Straits Settlements.

The privilege of franking official correspondence, which was granted by
the law of June 3oth, 1885, and which all departments of the government
and all of the provincial governors enjoyed, having been proved to be one of
the principal causes of the deficit of the postal department, the administra-
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tion decreed its suppression in April, 1893, and, to continue the privilege
where 11:1: rightfully belonged, issued the official stamp which we illustrate
above

This stamp, which is without indication of value measures 42 x 27 mm.;
it is printed upon white wove paper and the inscriptions, in relief, appear in
white upon a red ground It is an imitation of the return stamp used in
Japan since 188;s.

Here ends our study of the stamps of the kingdom of Siam, a collection
of which is very interesting and can still be acquired complete without too
great expend.ture ; we recommend it to our readers.

13 We have always understood that the purpose of this stamp was indicated by the inscrip-
tion ‘‘ OFFICIALLY SEALED ’'; that is to say, that it is merely a label used to seal letters found
open in the mails or damaged in transit. Many other countries use similar labels for this
purpose. We have never heard that any of them possessed franking power.—Ebps. A, J. P,

8
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The First Issue of Panama.

By JouN N. LufFFr.

Any country which is “in the public eye,” in which events of great im-
portance are taking place, especially war or a change of government, is certain
to attract the attention of philatelists. This has been the case with Panama.
The recent coup a'état, by which the former state of the Colombian Republic
renounced its allegiance to that country and elevated itself into an indepen-
dent republic, was not unnoticed by stamp collectors. The fact that our own
country had interests in that region and hoped to have still greater ones, com-
bined with the possibility of some closer political affiliation. made it still more
interesting. When a provisional issue of stamps appeared, nothing further
was needed to make Panama the subject of a popular rush. The timid col-
lector who feared that prices would go up and the speculator who hoped that
they would, vied with each other to bring about that end, and their efforts
have been crowned with success. Panama, whose stamps had formed part of
the issues of a neglected and despised country, speaking in a philatelic sense,
became the fad of the hour and rode on the crest of the wave of popularity.
Then began the quest for the cheap and supposedly common stamps. Collec-
tors soon awoke to the fact that some of the stamps were difficult to get, that
dealers both at home and abroad had very little of the first issue to offer,
and that much that was offered excited suspicion as to its originality. Then
some one said * Reprints ?”’—and the collectors began to worry. Some of
them were kind enough to come around and attempt to transfer their worries
to me. As [ rather enjoy philatelic problems, I decided to study the first
issue of Panama. I have not yet found out all that [ would like to know upon
the subject, but, since some of my friends are becoming impatient, I have
concluded to lay before the readers of the A. J. P. such information as I now
have, hoping that others may take up the work and bring it to a conclusion.

I shall not attempt to write anything about the history of either the
country or the postal issues of Panama,—what I have to say about the stamps
is almost entirely technical. The issue of 1878 is so well known to collectors
that any description of the designs would be superfluous. The stamps were
produced by lithography. Apparently there was a mother die for the s, 10
and zo centavos. This die did not include the numerals and words denoting
the value, which are to be found in the lower part of the stamps. Three
transfer dies were made from the mother die and to them were added the
necessary words and figures to complete the designs for the three lower values
of the series. o

' There is a peculiarity about the 10 centavos stamp which is of great
importance to collectors, since it serves to distinguish the scarce originals
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from the numerous reprints. In each corner of the stamps is a small shield,
bearing the coat of arms of the Republic of Colombia. The shield is divided
horizontally into three sections : the upper section contains some species of
tropical fruit, with a cornucopia to the right and left ; the middle section has
a Liberty cap ; and the lower one shows the Isthmus of Panama, with a ship
on each side of it. On the 10 centavos the shield in the upper left corner
has the middle and lower sections blank. So far as I have been able to learn,
the original stamps all show the unfinished shield, while, on the contrary, the
reprints all have it completed as in the other three corners. Mr. Bacon's
valuable book on reprints says that the reprints of the 1o centavos have a short
line crossing the outer frame line. below the letters * Ta" of “ CENTAVOS .
I think Mr. Bacon has been misled here. I have never seen this mark on
any of the reprints, but I have found it on some of the originals. As it does
not occur on all originals, I am inclined to believe it is merely a defect in
certain stamps on the stone, or, possibly. there were several transfers and this
is a feature of one of them. I have, however, a theory that only one stone
was made for each denomination of the original series.

Of the 50 centavos stamp, it is sufficient to say that the design is an
enlarged copy of that used for the lower values of the series.

I have never scen a full sheet of any of these stamps, but I am told that
the 20 centavos is known in a sheet of one hundred (ten rows of ten stamps).
It is reasonable to assume that the sheets of all values contained an uniform
number of stamps. Genuinely postmarked copies of these stamps are rather
scarce. I have, however, been able to find sufficient of them to assist me
materially in studying the stamps The stones deteriorated with use and the
marks of wear help greatly in arranging the various printings in order. The
first impressions were very clear and fine, showing all the lines of the design;:
subsequent printings show ever increasing signs of wear, which are most
notable in the lines of the clouds and the sea and the finer shading of the
panels.

The paper of the first printing may be termed, in a general way, * thin.”
It ranges from very thin and semi-transparent to that which is opaque and of
medium thickness. The § and 10 centavos seem to be on a harder paper
than the 20 and 50 centavos. I have also seen a few examples of very early
impressions that are apparently on the paper which was used for later print-
ings and which is commonly termed “ thick.”

Except for some stamps which were privately perforated, the stamps are
imperforate.

The reference list which I have arranged is as follows :

I. Early printings.

Fine clear impression.

Thin yellowish-white wove paper.

Smooth yellowish white gum.

sc gray green
sc deep yellow green
scc pale blue
toc bright blue
10C blue
1cc deep blue
2cc deep rose
20c rose red
scc buff

Variety : Sewing machine perforation.

sc deep yellow green



1I. Later printings.

Worn impression.

Thin to medium yellowish-white wove paper.

Yellowish-white gum, slightly crackled.

sc deep green
20c pale rose
20c rose

III. Latest printings.

Impression much worn.

Thick, soft white paper.

Smooth yellowish-white or white gum.

sc deep green
5c blue green
10C blue
10c deep blue
2oc (?)
soc brownish yellow
soc yellow bistre

The reprints are more plentiful than has been generally supposed. They
are being sent from Europe to this country in considerable quantities. The
reprints of the 5, 10 and 20 centavos are printed from new stones made from
retouched dies  The marks of retouching are most noticeable in the waves
in the central picture. In the ro centavos stamps the shield in the upper
left corner has been completed and the numeralsin the lower spandrels differ
in shape and position trom those on the original stamps. I believe the so
centavos stamps are also printed from a new stone made from a retouched
die, but, because the color is light and the impression usually clearer than
for the other values, the marks of retouching are not so apparent Some of
the 5 centavos reprints seem to be from a worn stone, but, aslater impressions
do not show signs of wear, I think this effect must be attributed to the ink
and the amount of it applied to the stone.

Speaking generally, the 5, 10 and 20 centavos stamps are blurred, while
the 5o centavos stamps are clear and well printed In the set on thin white
paper, which I place last, the impression of all the values is very much blur-
red.

The variations in color, paper, etc., make it evident that there have been
several reprmtmgs They appear to group themselves by resemblances in
paper, gum or impression into about six sets. I have put these sets in the
order in which I think they were printed, but it may prove necessary to re-
vise this arrangement later. The shades of the stamps vary with each set,
but it is sometimes difficult to describe them so that they may be readily dis-
tinguished. It is possible that several shades of a stamp may belong to one
printing and be due to irregular inking and to the stamps being gummed at
different times with various gums.

The reference list of the reprints is as follows :

I. Stout yellowish-white wove paper.
Yellow gum.
5¢ (?)
10c blue
20c deep red
soc yellow buff
White gum.
5c deep gray green



voc sky.blue
~oc red
soc yellow buff
Yellowish-white gum.
5c deep green
1oc light blue
20c pale dull rose
scc orange yellow
Without gum.
5C gray green
1oc blue
2oc (?)
5oc golden yellow
II. Ordinary white paper.
White gum,
5c pale yellow green
1cc (?)
2oc dull rose
soc (?)
III. Thin white paper.
White gum or without gum.
sc yellow green
10c (?)
2oc deep dull rose
soc deep golden yellow

il



Our English Letter.

By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL.

LonDoN, 16, Jan. 1904.

The great event has come off in grand style. The much talked of * Post
Office”” Mauritius has been put up for sale at auction and has been sold,
after keen open competition. It was kmocked down for the record sum of
£ 1450, which amount was promptly paid over on the spot in Bank of Eng-
land notes, It costthe owner only a few pence when a boy at school in 1864.
The bidding began at £ 500, then went from .£60co to £800, £ 1000, L1050,
£uroo, £iiso, Lr200, L1250, L1260, Lri270, L1280, L1300, L1320,
£ 1340, £1360, £1380, and to £ 1400, then the successful bidder knocked
his competitors out of time with a £5o bid bringing the price up to £1450,
when it was declared sold Of course the excitement was great and a regular
round of applause greeted the buyer.

The said buyer, however, did not disclose his name, but Dame Rumor
says the purchase was effected on the order of the Earl of Crawford, but that
the gem is really intended for the collection of the Prince of Wales, who, of
course, would not appear opénly as a buyer. I cannot say what truth there
is in the rumor, but it is very likely to be true. Those of us who are mem-
bers of the Philatelic Society of London know what a thorough philatelist
the Prince is, and how keen is his interest in his collection.

We have not, by the way, had the Prince’s promised notes on recent.
English issues yet, at the London Society. It was to have been the paper
for the first week in November Presumably it will come later on. - Anyway,
it is being looked forward to with more than ordirary interest, for all sources
of information on English stamps are open to His Royal Highness.

There is beginning to be some talk about another big international ex-
hibition in London, but the talk at present is mostly confined to those to
whom the wish is the father to the thought. The responsible collectors who
would have to bear the brunt of engineering such an exhibition will want a
lot of persuading to tackle another for some time to come. I doubt very
much if any outcry will bring it off for 1905, as some folks begin to prophesy.
And I can speak for many fastidious collectors who are getting less and less
inclined to expose their stamps in exhibitions.

Of course the mounting and unmounting of stamps for exhibition pur
poses will be largely obviated by those who adopt the new idea of the
*¢ Cistafile ” for the arrangement of their collections as then they will simply
have to sort out the cards on which their gems are already mounted and for-
ward them to the Exhibition Committee. It is in the unmounting and re-
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mounting that so many swear words are used. I have known very valuable
stamps to be seriously damaged in the process. The * Cistafile " will put an
end to all that, for it is a card mounting method in the first instance.

LonDoN, 6 February, 1904.
Dame Rumor seems to have been fairly correct as to the destination of
the “ Post Office " Mauritius which recently sold for £1,450. It has passed
into the collections of the Prince of Wales. But it was not Lord Crawford
who was the nominal buyer, but just plain Mr Crawford, the dealer. As a
genuine, above board, sale, with cash paid on the nail, the price establishes
an unquestionable record. It is said that the other competitor for the rarity

was the Berlin Museum, which, as everyone knows, pridesitself on its splendid
collection.

The known copies of the rarity now total up to twenty-six, fourteen of
the one penny and twelve of the two pence. Of these two of the penny and
five of the two pence are unused. It was the grand unused condition of the
recently sold copy that created such a stir and brought so many ready buyers,
for there were several bidders.

According to our Australian cablegrams we are to have an Australian
Commonwealth issue in the near future. Itis stated that the plates for a
King's head issue are being prepared at Melbourne. Of course it is possible
that our Melbourne friends may turn out something creditable in the matter
of design, but if they do, it will be a novel departure, for there is probably no
stamp producing establishment in the whole world with such a low grade re-
cord in design and printing The gd, as a curio, in stamp designs, would be
hard to beat. There ought to be some boys in their art schools who should
be able to improve upon the past attempts of the Victorian government.

An old Philatelist has turned up in the centre of disturbance in the Far
East in the person of Col. Norris Newman, formerly of South Africa, who now
represents the London Daily Mail as one of its war correspondents on the
spot, ready for the anticipated war between Russia and Japan. So look out
for philatelic varieties and war stamps.

Professor Hamilton, of the University of Otago, is contributing to Gibbons
Montkly Journal, a very exhaustive and comprehensive history of the New
Zealand pictorial, or Waterlow, series. And it is abundantly evident that he
has the free use of the official records for his work.

Already he has provided us with a bit of a shock. It will be remembered
that the 34d, 1d and 2d, were redrawn to a smaller size for technical reasons
connected with the printing. The Colonial printing commenced with new
plates. There is no Colonial print of the large sizes of these values known to
us. But, lo and behold! here 1s a letter quoted from the Colonial government
printer announcing, in October, 1goo. ‘I have arranged to print some %d
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from the old plates to-morrow,” and here we are pulled up with “to be con-
tintied in our next.” These “old plates” may have been either the discarded
Waterlow }4d or the old plates of the Queen's head. Presumably they were
the old Queen’s head plates. Meanwhile we must possess our souls in patience
till the{next number of the Monthly Journal, but it is rather bad of that staid
journal to go in for penny dreadful sensations in this style.

Mr. A. T. Bate, one of the best known of the leading Australian col-
lectors and Professor Hamilton of the University of Otago, both protest, in
letters published in the January number of the London Philatelist, against the
ridiculous charges made against the current New Zealand issues. Mr. Bate
asks collectors to suspend their judgment till he has had time to place the
real facts before them, and Professor Hamilton rather caustically refers to
*unwarranted attacks from writers who parade the interest of philately, but
whose motives are at least open to suspicion.” From what I hear New Zea-
land officials and collectors are not going to sit quietly under the charges
fulminated against them.

This question of the value of original gum is getting a bit exciting. Now,
if I{were a dealer.I should most assuredly curse the original gummers up hill
and down dale. Indeed one dealer does me the kindness to say that, though
he admits my letters in the A. J. P interests him immensely, I am altogether
on the wrong tack in this original gum business. Original gummers and
*‘ condition ’ cranks, it appears, are the very bane of the dealer’s existence.
I can quite believe it and, if I were a dealer, I should want a large store” of
profanity for daily consumption, knowing, as I do, the increasing demand
which there is for immaculate specimens, even of the commonest stamps.

Nevertheless, there is no getting over the fact that no stamp on earth
cangbe said to be in mint condition that is not in its best actual issue condi-
tion If, as was sometimes the case, a stamp was issued without gum, then it
is clear you don’t want any gum in that case But if there was any gum on
the stamp when issued you want to have a look at it.

I was told the other day that one of the most celebrated of the greatest
collectors has always washed the gum off certain thickly gummed
stamps that were issued on somewhat brittle paper. Well, I don't know of
any rezson why a collector, if it pleases him, should not take all his stamps
into the bath with him every morning and give them a good tubbing along
with himself. But I fancy neither process would add materially to the
acceptance of the specimens by other collectors.

" Of course there is no denying the fact that some of the older, and, unfor-
tunately, many varieties of European issues, have to be handled very gingerly
or they will crack. The gum has been laid on so thickly and the paper is so
brittle that it is, in some cases hard to get a copy not badly cracked. In those
cases, it is, perhaps, tempting to some collectors to remove the gum. Personal-
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ly, I should prefer to cast about for some method for giving the stamp “extra
protection.

The Governor of North Borneo has had enough of the British North
Borneo Co. and has returned home He admits having informed our Colo-
nial office that, in his opinion, the time had come when the Imper al govern-
ment should take over the British North Borneo Company’s territories. In
the opinion of philatelists the time arrived long ago for sending the Company
to the right about In their opinion the government would be improved by
handing it over, even to the natives. There are not to be found in any avail-
able dictionary words expressive enough to give even a faint idea of the con-
tempt in which the Co. is held by philatelists here.

Is a change in progress in the De la Rue Colonial type? I am rather in-
clined to think there is. It will be remembered that, when the larger heads
came out on the King's head Transvaal's, that they were welcomed as a great
improvement, as compared with the miniature heads on the general De la Rue
Colonial type. Since then several colonies have been provided with the large
head of the King. But there has been no discarding of small heads already.
supplied till now we hear that new series with the large head has been started
for Straits Settlements to supersede the small head set already issued.

If this bodes a new series for all the colonies, as new supplies are required,
in place of small heads, then we are in for a nice fresh array of King's heads.

I note in the arrangements of the Boston Philatelic Society what is, to
me, a new idea in exhibitions, namely, an uncatalogued variety competition.
It strikes me as an attractive departure. But once it becomes a feature in
our exhibitions, as I suspect it may, I fancy cataloguers and chroniclers will
have reason to rueits introduction, for, of course, every collector who discovers
an uncatalogued variety, instead of sending it to his favorite journal as hither-
to, will, in future, keep it up his sleeve till the next exhibition. Then the
cataloguers will have to write up their varieties in the uncatalogued variety
exhibitions. -

The Monthly Circular has started a novelty in the shape of an index of
Philatelic Biography. It will be very useful for looking up the eminents.

Mr. Charles J. Phillips has been giving a credulous newspaper inter-
viewer a few tall prices, apropos of the sale of the ** Post Office ’’ Mauritius.
He caps the * Post Office " record with the following :

British Guiana, February, 1856, 1 cent, used, value £ 2,000.

Hawaiian Islands 18g1. 2 cents, unused, value, /£ (600, -

The only copy known of the British Guiana, 1856, 1 cent, is in the Fer
rary collection  As that is never likely to.come into the market it would be
safe enough to add a few more noughts to the value. Of the Hawaiian rarity
twelve copies are said to exist, but I have never seen any statement as to
whether they are used or unused.
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CHiLL—LZLe Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste publishes the decree, which
is dated Dec 15, 1903, authorizing the new series and from it we glean the
following information relative to the adhesive stamps : The sizes will be as
follows : for the values from 1c. to soc. 25x28 mm ; the 1p and 2p. 25x35
mm. The values from 1oc. to 2p. inclusive will be bi-colored. having the
central portion in black, and the colors and portraits are to be as follows :

1c green, Don Diego Portales.
2c rose, Arturo Prat.
3c sepia, Lord Cochrane.
4¢ brown, Camilo Henriquez.
sc blue, statue of Don Bernardo O Higgins.
10c pearl gray and black, Don Ramon Freire.
12¢ pale rose ¢ ‘" Don Manuel-Blanco Encalada.

15¢ scarlet “ Don Francisco Antonio Pinto.
20c purple ““ *“  Don Joaquin Prieto.

2¢c red-brown ‘  Don Manuel Bulnes.

3oc deep green * “  Don Manuel Montt

scc sky-blue  **  *“  Don Jose Joaquin Perez.

.p golden yellow and black. Condor.
2p bronze and black, statue of Don Jose de San-Martin.

LB = A« - A

CoromBIAN REPUBLIC.—We are indebted to one of thé J. M. Bartels
Co.’s. recent auction catalogues for the following unchronicled varieties :
1883, 20c claret on bluish ; 1887, 2c orange red on rose and 2cc purple on
greenish, imperforate pairs ; 1889, zoc purple on grayish, imperforate pair.

Boyaca, 1903, 5p and 10p imperforate

TR« Y SR S

IND1A.—BHOPAUL.—We quote from the Monthly Journal: '‘Our
publishers * * * have also obtained. we regret to state, several additions to
the list of remainders of the obsolete stamps. which have been embossed with
the new die previously to being sold in bulk. These varieties we consider
to be of no interest to the collector, as they were never intended for use in
their present condition and, are, in fact, to some extent reprints. We find
amongst this stock the imitation of Type 13%, which we described in May,

but printed in green (various shades) instead of in 4/ack ; we consider this
to be a mere official forgery.”

£ R * S S S -

KISHENGARH.— The Monthly Journal says: “Mr. Ewen shows us

*Our type A17.
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sheets of the new stamp which we chronicled last month, and the value turns
out to be ¥ anna instead of 4 anna They are lithographed in sheets con-
taining eight stamps, all separately drawn and therefore forming eight varie-
ties of type, differing from one another most conspicuously in the spacing of
some of the lines in the background ; the design itself has been very carefully
copied, but still there are, of course, slight variations. The arrangement of
the sheet is peculiar; the draughtsman evidently intended to provide for
sheets of ten, in two horizontal rows of five but thought better of it, and left
two blank frames for stamps at the left of the second row. But we thought
the State Post Office of Kishengarh had been given up, and that there were
to be no more stamps !”

e 8 % o 8

SPAIN.— The Monthly Journal says: ‘‘We are shown a block of the
current §c stamp émperforale, and we are told that a sheet or two in this con-
dition reached the post office at ¢ adiz and were sold there. The block be-
fore us has been postmarked ‘‘ cap1z—24 Dic. 03." The number on the
back is “ 177,974, and the paper, like that of some other faille-douce
engraved stamps, has the appearance of being /afd, horizontally when looked
at in one direction and vertically when looked at in another ; the cloth
pressed upon it in printing must to have had prominent threads in both
directions.”

G

7o 58
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UNITED STATES.—We have seen
the new Western Union Telegraph
frank for 19o4. It is of the current
design and those which we have seen
have been in books of 24 stamps.

Telegr aph stamp.

Perforated.

Western Union Tel. Co.

No value, red violet

BBRMUDA.—Several of our con-
temporaries announce the appearance
of the half-penny of the * Dock-yard ”
type. Ewen's Weekly Stamp News
gives December 16, 1903, as the date
of issue.

Adhesive stamp.

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.
14p gray green and black

OBYLON.—The Monthly Journal
notes the following King’shead stamps
surcharged “ ON SERVICE "

Offictal stamps.

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.

Black surcharge.

3C green
sc lilac
15¢ ultramarine

——

COLOMBIAN REPUBLIO. — We
have seen the following Registration
Return Receipt stamp (our type RRz2)
perforated :

Registration Return Receipt stamp.

Perforated 12.
10c blue on blue

Barranquilla Issue.—We have seen
a few more varieties of the i10c, our
type A76.

Adhestve stamps.

Imperforate.
10c dark blue on bluish, laid paper
icc i ““ [0 fawn [ X3

FRENCH INDIA —L'Echo de la
Timbrologie chronicles four new sur-
charges. A new numeral of value
being printed in the centre of the
stamp. They add, also, another one
which is produced by the overprint
‘ INDE FCAISE—POSTES —0.0§ "’ upon
the upper half of a fiscal stamp and,
as nothing is said of the lower half of
the stamp, we presume that it was
destroyed.

Adhestve stamps.

Perforated 14x13%.

Carmine surcharge.

5c on z5c black on rose
10C “ 250 “ Y3 [
ISC € 25c (13 “ {3

Black surcharge.
40C on §oc rose

5c blue

HAYTI—We have received the

new issue for this country and our .

correspondent informs us that the
remainders of the old issues have
been withdrawn from sale.

The design of the new set is the
same as that of the commemorative
series chronicled by us last month
excepting that all values bear a | or
trait of President Nord and they are
printed in one color only. Like the




commemorative set they are disfigured
by the control stamp.

Adkesive stamps.

Perforated r2.
Blue surcharge.
1C green
2c red
sc deep blue
10c orange brown
20C orange
soc violet-brown

IOBLAND.—We find that we have
omitted to chronicle the sa with the
1 GILD1 ” surcharge in black.

Adkestve stamp.

Perforated 1214.

Black surcharge.
sa green

INDIA, — Bhopaul. —The Monthly
Journal announces the appearance
of the rest of the set with the circular

embossing, and also the {a (our type -

A17) redrawn, with a double lined
frame around each stamp, with the
same embossing.
Adhestve stamrs.
Imperforate.
I{a green
1a brown
2a blue
8a mauve

Nabha.— 7/e Philatelic Record
chronicles three new values of the
King's head series with the “Service”
overprint for this State.

" Offictal stamps.

Watermarked Star.

Perforated 14.

Black surcharge.
4a olive green
8a red violet
1r carmine and green

" Patlala—Le Timbrophile Belge an-
nounces the appearance of the 3p
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of the King’s head type of India over-
printed for this State.

Adhesive stamp.

Watermarked Star.

Perforated 14

Black surcharge.

3p gray

INDO OHINA.—Le Collectionneur
de Timbres- Poste lists a new surcharge
upon the 15¢ of 1900.

Adhesive stamp.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge.
5c on 15¢ gray on light gray

IVORY OOAST.—We quote from
L'Echo de la Timbrologie : *‘ Now
that they have taken up postal packets,
they do not seem to know when to
stop ; the surcharges continue and
business should increase (not the
business in the packets but in the
stamps). Behold, a new surcharge
has reached us ; 4 % 4 It has been
printed in blocks of twenty-five and
each block presents the following
varieties :

4 stamps with the ‘0" (of *“c6TE”
without the accent

4 stamps with large stars.

1 stamp with one star large

SR “  two large stars and the
‘“ 0" without accent.”

The stamps with the two large stars
are numbers 3, 10, 12 and 19 in the
block ; those without the accent are
numbers 2, 8, 13 and 20 ; that with
one star is number 16 and that with
the missing accent and two large
stars is number 21.

Le Timbrophile Belge “illustrates
the surcharge. which is “ coLis
POSTAUX ” at the top; '‘cOTE
DIVOIRE " at the bottom and * 4
FRANCS " obliquely in the center be-
tween two fine lines, the latter inscrip-
tion having a five-pointed star before
and after it. There is a fine line be-"
low the upper inscription and one
above the lower inscription. The
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stamps thus disfigured are the 15c
and 3oc of the Colonial Postage Due.
Postal Packet stamps.
Imperforate.
4fr on 15c green
4fr on 3oc red

ITALY. —Britrea.—According to the
Monthly Journal the two high value
Postage Due stamps chronicled by
us in December have been surcharged
for use in this colony.

Postage Due stamps.

Perforated.

Black surcharge (?)

sol yellow
1ocl blue

MADAGASOAR (FRENCH).—Vr.
William Thorne has shown us a new
issue for this country. The stamps
are of upright rectangular shape,
21x26%mm 1in size, and have in the
centre a landscape with, what we take
to be, a banana tree, at the right of
which is a monkey, and at the left—
a cow with a hump In the left upper
corner is a small tablet with the nu.
meral of value. followed by “r” in
the case of the denominations in
francs; in the right upper corner, a
small tablet with the letters *“rr"
in monogram. Between the tablets,
across the top, is the word *‘ posTEs ™,
and across the bottom is the inscrip
tion ‘‘MADAGASCAR ET DEPENDAN-
CEs". There is a narrow panel at
each side, filled with leaves. Many
of the colors are very much alike,
especially when seen by artificial light,
and we anticipate that there will be
‘a great divergence of names assigned
to them in different chronicles,

Adhesive stamps.

Watermarked.

Perforated 11%4.

1c dark violet

2¢ olive brown

ac brown

5c yellow green

1cc red

15C carmine

20C orange

25c¢ dull blue

3oc pale red

4oc gray violet
5oc brown orange
75¢ yellow

1fr deep green
2fr slate green
sfr black

NBEW ZBALAND.—The Australian
Philatelist mentions the one penny
Life Insurance Department with the
new watermark, while Ewen's Weekly
Stamp News adds a postal-fiscal with
the same watermark.

Life Insurance Depariment stamys.

Watermarked single lined N. Z. and
star.

Perforated 11.
1p blue

Perforated i14x1r.
1p blue

Postal Fiscal stamp.

Watermarked single lined N.Z. and
star,

Perforated 11.
4s rose

PANAMA —We have a few more
varieties to add to the lists of the sur-
charged stamps, most of which have
been shown us by Mr. J. A. Klemann.

Adhesive stamps

Perforated r2.

I. Issued in the City of Panama

Surcharged in é
carmine <

%

A

VHRVNVd

1oc yellow, double surcharge

II. Issued in the City of Colon

¢ ]
Repiublica

Surcharged 2
de Panama.



Black surcharge.
1c green, vertical surcharge

1c “  double surcharge, one in-
verted

10c yellow, double surcharge, one in-
verted

20c violet double surcharge
Brown surcharge.
1C green

Pelure paper.

Blue surcharge.
soc brown (issue 1887-88)

The scc brown with the printed
surcharge of Colon, which we chronic-
led last month, was the variety on
thick white paper. In a recent pur-
chase of these stamps we found one
sheet of the 1c green, the upper half
of which was surcharged in carmine,
and the lower half in brown. We
illustrate the surcharge which we des-
cribed last month as appearing on the
2cc violet

REPUBLICA
DE PANAMA.

III. Issued in David.
CORREOS
DAVID

1V. Issued in Bocas del Toro.

We regret that we have not yet
secured an illustration of this sur-
charge; we are, however, able to add
to the list of regular adhesives and
also to report two registration stamps
used in this city: the first is the regu-
lar 1oc yellow surcharged ‘‘r DE
PANAMA " and a large letter “ R *’; the
second is the registration stamp of
the Colombian Republic, zoc blue on
blue, with the value reduced to i1oc
by a manuscript surcharge in red ink,
and also surcharged with a large ““r "".

Adkesive stamps.
Perforated 12.
Violet surcharge.
Ic green

Surcharged in
violet

2C rose
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2C rose
5¢ blue
1cc yellow
5oc brown
1p brown carmine
Registration stamps.
Perforated 12.
Violet surcharge.
1cc yellow
Imperforate.
Red and violet surcharges.
1oc on zoc blue on blue

PARAQUAY.—Le Collectionneur de
T'imbres- Poste chronicles a new series
of Postage Due stamps. We hope to
illustrate them next month.

Postage Due stamps.

Perforated.

2c yellow green

4c [ [
10C
2¢cC

PHILIPPINBS.—We have seen the
following varieties of the new series
of envelopes and wrappers overprint-
ed for this colony :

Envelope stamps.

Green surcharge,
1c green on amber, size s
1Ic ‘* * orbuff, “ ;5
2C [14 ““ blue, ‘" S

Carmine surcharge.
2¢ carmine on white, size g

[ [

2C amber, * 5

2c ¢ * or buff, size 13

2c ¢ “ blue, 13
Wrapters.

Green surcharge.
1C green on manila

Carmine surcharge.
2c carmine on manila

SOMALILAND PROTEOTORATE
—The Monthly Journal announces a
new value for the regular series, as
chronicied by us last month, and four
new official stamps surcharged “ O.
H. M. S.”
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Adhestve stamp.
Watermark Crown and C. C.
Perforated 14.
3r black and green
Official stamps.
Watermarked Crown and C. A.
Perforated 14.
Black surcharge.
14a green and dark green
1a carmine and gray
2a violet and lilac
8a milky blue and gray

SOUTHAUSTRALIA.—Ewen's
Weekly Stamp News announces the
following novelties :

Offictal stamps.

Watermarked Crown and S. A.

Perforated S. A.

Perforated 13.

14p green
2% p blue
3p olive

RS
YD
RS

v,
o

§S TOSse
Perforated 113%.
6p green

STRAITS SETTLEMBNTS —Ac-
cording to ZLe Timbrophile Belge
another value of the new type of the
King’s head series has made its ap-
pearance.

Adhestve stamp.

Watermark Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.
4c violet on red

VENBZUBLA.—We have seen a
new stamp from this country. It is
the soc, our type Az2;, surcharged
vertically “ COkREOS—VALE B 0,05—
1904 " in three lines.

Adhestve stamp

Perforated 12.

Black surcharge.
5c on soc yellow green

o DO 1%
ZIN N Y

OSSR
bSO SIbO%
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The Callectors Club.

35t FOURTH AVENUE, ; New YORK. .

The 103d meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club House
on Monday evening, February 8, 1904.

Fresent : Messrs. Andreml, Bruner, Dewing, Morgenthau, Luff, RlCh
Scott and Perrin. .

The President called the meeting to order at 8 25 . M. _

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as read. A “num-
ber of communications were read by the Secretary k

There being a few members who have failed to pay their dues for the
current year it was resolved that, unless they have remitted before the next .
meeting of the Board, their names will be stricken from the membership roll.

The Treasurer’s report, showing a cash balance on hand of $282.21, ex-
clusive of reserve fund, was read and accepted.

The report of the House Committee was read and received.

Moved, seconded and carried that the lease of the ( lub House be re-
newed for one year and the Treasurer be authorized to sign the lease for one
year, beginning May 1, 1904, at a rental of $1. .3¢0 per annum. The judges
appointed to award the medals for the competitive exhibition of the stamps
of Porto Rico submitted their report as follows :

NEw York, February 8, 1go4.
To 1HE BOARD OF GOVERNORS,
The Collectors’ Club :

The undersigned Committee, appointed to judge the exhibits entered in
the prize competition of the stamps of Porto Rico, beg to report as follows :

Three collections were entered for the two prizes to be awarded. All
three turned out to be very excellent and nearly complete collections of the
stamps of this country. The collection exhibited under the name of * The
Sublime Porte” was made on a specialist’s plan, and contains numerousshades
and blocks of four ; the latter, of course, according to the rules of the com-
petition, were not taken into consideration by the judges in the cases of per-

_ forated stamps, although they added considerably to the appearance of the
exhibit ; but even eliminating blocks, this collection we found to exceed the
other two, especially in the presence of more numerous examples of the errors
of the first surcharged issues, of imperforate pairs, and varieties and errors of
the 1898 surcharges, and for these reasons was deemed worthy of the first
prize or silver medal.

The collection exhibited by “Z. Y. X.” exceeded the one exhibited by
Puritan in containing a full sheet of the Coamo Provisional, where the other
had only a single copy, and also containing more varieties of the various sur-
charged i issues. and your judges decided that the bronze medal should be
awarded to “ Z. Y. X.”

The collection exhibited by “ Puritan,” in the oplmon of your judges de-

- serves a great deal of commendation, particularly for its splendid mounting
and logical arrangement, and we deem it only just to the exhibitor to award
to him a more than perfunctory honorable mention. .
Respectfully submitted,
J. C. MORGENTHAU,
Joun W. ScorT,
P. F. BRUNER.
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Upon opening the envelopes containing the names of the exhibitors the
awards were found to have been as follows: Mr. F. H Tows, silver medal;
Mr. W. H. sussdorf, bronze medal ; Mr. Geo. L. Toppan, honorable men-
tion.

The report of the judges was accepted with thanks.

The following judges were appointed to award the medals of the next
competition (U. S. Postage, Official, Dues, Newspaper and Revenues), to be
held on March 14th :

John N. Luff, W. W. Dewing, P. F. Bruner, W. S. Scott, F. H. Tows.

A vote of thanks was tendered Mr. Oscar De Jonge for two stamp plates
presented to the club.

The applications of Geo. D. Morse and Edward H. Mason having been
posted the required length of time were balloted upon and they were de-
clared to have been unanimously elected subscribing members of the club.

Ad .arned at g.30 P. M.

ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary.
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Panama ANAMA has occupied the center of the philatelic
. stage for several months now and the multitude of
and its surcharges which have emanated therefrom has
.. been enough to drive both the collector and the
Bar Sinister, cataloguer to distraction

In the columns of The Weekly Philatelic Era
for Feb. 27th is an article from which we quote the following: * The re-
liable firm of Stanley Gibbons Co. announces that a representative of this
firm who applied at a Panama post office for a large quantity of the provisionals
was given unsurcharged stamps by the sheet, furnished with the rubber stamp
and allowed, at a neighboring hotel, to apply the surcharge in any form and
with any ink that he pleased.” :

We have known of this transaction for several weeks but, as it was told
to us in confidence and we were given to understand that none of these stamps
which were in anyway irregular, either as to abnormal varieties of surcharge
or colors of ink, would be placed upon the market, we have not felt at liberty
to publish the fact until now. It is, of course needless for us to say that
Stanley Gibbons' upright methods and reputation for business probity are
too well known for anyone to even suspect them of taking advantage of such
an occurrence and foisting rubbish of this character upon the collecting
public. On the other hand collectors should consider themselves fortunate
that this firm, and not some less conscientious dealer, came into possession
of this lot.

We cannot find words strong enough to adequately express our con-
demnation of the laxity of postal officials of this, or any other, country for
allowing such conditions to exist

To go still further back ; when we placed our order for the first lot of
these stamps, which we did through a prominent resident of Panama who was
then in this country, he informed us that he could get us anything that we
wanted in that line, even to the rubber stamp (or one of them) with which
the surcharging was done. We replied to the effect that all we cared for was
the stamps that were regularly issued and on sale at the post office. This lot
we duly received and, as there were practically no varieties in it aside from
the color of the surcharge being rose upon some values and blue upon others,
we believe them to have been all right However, later developments having
made us suspicious, we have since refrained from purchasing any further
supply of these *“ hand-stamped Panamas .

We can of course, readily understand that some confusion must have
necessarily resulted from the sudden and urgent calls for stamps while the
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postal department was practically without organization or supplies of any
kind other than the unsurcharged stamps of the Republic of Columbia ; we
are even forced to admit that we have not the slightest doubt that anything
in the nature of one of the old stamps would have passed the post office and
franked a letter so long as it bore the magic word * Panama " surcharged up-
on it. '

The fact remains, however, that the conduct of the officials in this matter
is utterly indefensible, and no excuse that is at all adequate can be offered
for the culpability and carelessness, not to mention any harsher names,
which has been exhibited in this matter.

Truly, the fair escutcheon of the new Republic has earned a bar sinister,
in philatelic circles at least, which will take a deal of polishing before it will
disappear.

In conclusion we will state that we are informed that the first hand
stamped surcharge has already been extensively counterfeited in New York
and that, as the genuine are poorly executed, it is next to impossible to detect
the fraud.—G. L. T.
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The Postage and Postage Due Stamps of
Holland and Dutch Indies.

By E. W. WETHERELL.

INTRODUCTION.

To the philatelist—as distinct from the gatherer of any doubtful produc-
tion of financially embarrassed states —such a country as Holland, with its ab-
solute honesty (philatelically speaking), is a pleasant contrast to those coun-
tries and colonies, which, yearly or monthly,issue long sets of stamps to com-
memorate the tenth anniversary of something which no one has ever heard
about before or wants to hear of again, or which are so obliging (! !) as to
surcharge their 10 centimes stamps with a “ 15" and their 15 centimes stamp
with a *“ 10" for purely postalrequirements.

During the fifty-two years that the benefits of prepaid postage have been
enjoyed by the Netherlands, not one single stamp has ever been issued in that
country which was not really necessary ; no change has ever been made for
‘“ change's sake "'; no absurdly high values have ever appeared ; and, more
wonderful still ! not a single surcharge has ever been applied for the mother
country. No plates have been sold from which millions of worthless trash
could be thrown on the market, and reprints have not been made for sale.
The Dutchman does not increase his revenue at the expense of stamp col-
lectors, and scorns to celebrate, on postage stamps, the numerous events in
his history of which he may well be proud. The relief of Leyden, the
crowning of William the Silent and the final defeats of the Spaniards are too
dear to be put to such base uses.

" There is but one tiny blot on Holland's philatelic escutcheon. to wit :
the issue of certain stamps in an imperforate condition to Mr. Moens, to
oblige one of his clients But, as these stamps were never intended for postal
use and probably never were so used, the blot is small, and these stamps be-
ing very rare, may be comfortably ignored by all but the most ardent specia-
list.

Other points which make Holland a good country for the specialist are :
A good collection may be obtained without too severe a strain on the pocket;
the stamps are of very great interest, and few countries will so well repay
close observation and study.

A few years ago comparatively little was known about Dutch stamps ;
even such a late list as the 1897 edition of Messrs Stanley Gibbons' catalogue
jumbled together all the perforations of the 1872 issue under the heading of
*“ 12—14 " and mentioned, in a casual manner only, that there happened to
be two types of the 1867 issue. The latest edition of both Gibbons’ and
Bright's catalogues are much more complete, but still leave much to be desired.
They go into-a-great deal more detail than is required by the ordinary col-
lector and are not full enough to be of use to the specialist. During the last
few years, Messrs. Moens, Gordon Smith and Stewart Wilson have thrown
much light on many of the knotty points which have long been a puzzle to
collectors, but, unfortunately, there yet remains a great deal of uncertainty
about several points ; and, as the Dutch postal authorities profess ignorance
when approached on such subjects as the perforation machine and the types,
their doubtful points will probably never be satisfactorily cleared up.
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Before commencing a description of the stamps themselves, a somewhat
long and, I fear. tedious preliminary note is necessary on the subject of the
perforating machines, as it is impossible to follow the variations of the stamps
themselves without first obtaining a clear idea of the machines used to per-
forate them at various times  Perforations are frequently an unmitigated
nuisance, but in this case, although very difficult in some respects, a study of
thém is necessary’

In the first place, I would like to emphatically state that the minutiae of
perforations are of more importance in the case of Holland (together with
Luxemburg) than in that of any other European country, for the following
reasons : (1) Variations of perforations denote distinct periods. I am fully
aware that I am laying myself open to severe criticism by making such a
statement, for it is usually supposed that the 13—14, small holes, the 1314,
clean cut, and the 12%x12 machines were all in use, more or less, simultane-
ously, as far as the 1872 issue is concerned. By examination of many thou-
sand- of dated copies, I find that certain perforations are very common in
certain months of certain years and may be preceded and followed by another
perforation. So regular 1s this fact that there appears to be no doubt that,
at certain times, a particular machine was in regular use and that, when it
was withdrawn for the insertion of fresh punches, one of the other machines
was employed for a little while. (2) Certain perforations are frequently met
with in conjunction with certain shades only.

This is, therefore, a very different case to that of the late issues of Austria
and New South Wales, when several machines were in use at one time and
different perforations did not denote distinct periods in the history of the
stamps I do not mean that the many absurd little differences of perforation,
such as, 12%4x1134, 12{x12, 13x12 and 12x12 are of the slightest interest to
collect —anyone who has studied the machines would know that they were
the veriest trivialities from one and the same machine.

I may here mention that a collector who wishes to study Dutch stamps
can only do so, with any prospect of success, by examining many thousands
of the common varieties. A description of my own plan and rules when
forming my collection, may be of help to those who are thinking of taking up
this country :

First  After collecting all the available literature on the subject. com
pile a list of the stamps on the following plan (for the standard catalogues are
sorry productions as far as Holland is concerned): Divide your list into four
columns. Inthe first column insert a list of the stamps without any reference
to shade type, paper, gum, etc. This will give a complete list of the stamps
intended to be different by the government when issuing them. Each of the
stamps in this list should be numbered and may be called pgrime warieties.
In the second column major varieties should be inserted opposite the type
varieties in the first columns.—thus the second type of the 1867 issue, the
four types of the Unpaids and the main divisions of perforations, as given in
the catalogues, 13—14, small hole ; 134, clean cut; r2}%x12z (with variation
11%x12) and 12%x12%. These would be numbered with the type number
and a letter in addition. In the third column should be inserted the shades,
papers gum and sub-divisions of the 13—14 small hole perforations and, in
the fourth column, a list of minor varieties such as flaws, double perforations,
etc. Having compiled the list. the collector can then decide to what extent
he would like to specialize—whether he will include Column III or even
Column IV, or stop at 1I. .

The next thing is toobtain a large, blank, collecting book and devote one
or more pages to each stamp which is numbered in column I and leave one
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or two lines of the page for each stamp mentioned in columns II and III.
1 may make my meaning clearer if I give you an example : The sc of the
1872 issue will have a specific number in column I and will he mounted on
certain pages of the collecting book. The third line will be res:rved for 13—
14 small perfs., the next line for 134, the rest of the page for 12%x12 and
its variation 11%x12, the next page for 12 %x12% and the variations of paper
and gum, flaws and other minor varieties. ~The stamps in each line will,
therefore, be alike in all particulars, except, perhaps, in shade.

(2). Mount everything in the collecting book, as even a poor copy w 11
be of use at this stage

(3). Do not commence by buying single, common stamps, but purchase
a wholesale lot of them and sort by perforations only at first.

(4). When two thousand or so have been collected, go through deal-
ers' books and approval sheets and fill up blank spaces.

(5). On no account commence mounting germanently until a representa-
tive lot has been obtained, with every stamp in column I represented by a
dozen or so copies, varying according to columns II and IIL

(6). Remember that each issue requires special treatment.

(7) Neverimagine that your collection is even approximately complete,
for it never will be. I have over three thousand specimens in my collectien
and am very, very far from completion.

(8) Mount only fine copies in the final collection and keep used and
unused separate.

PERFORATING MACHINES.

In the following notes will be found all that is at present known on the
subject, but, unfortunately, several points still require elucidation.

The first issue, 1852, was never perforated.

The second issue, 1864-65, was uniformly perforated 1z2%x12. The
first machine with which we have to concern ourselves is, therefore, a 12%x
12 machine, coming into use in 1864. Curiously enough, this is the exact
gauge of a machine which was used as late as 1886 for the later printings of
the 1872 issue, before being superseded by the 12%x12% machine, which
has been in use for the last twelve years. It would seem to be very unlikely
" that the same machine would have been in use for a quarter of a century,
even allowing for the long breaks during which the small hole machine and
the 13% machine were in use. But there are certain facts which appear in
the stamps issued after 1867, that prove either that new machines with exact-
ly the same gauge were employed or that very difficult alterations of the
original machine were made. 1 must confess that the greatest difficulty to
me in connection with Dutch stamps has been to account for the 12%x12
gauge with its variations, and ro help can be obtained from the Dutch Post
Office Department on this matter. The following remarks must therefore, be
taken as controversial and argumentative rather than final and authoritative.

‘I he 1864 stamps were larger than those of 1867, consequently the same
machine could not have been employed to perforate them ; the 1867 124x12
machine must, therefore, be a new machine.

The 1872 issue is larger than the 1867, but not of quite the same shape
as the 1664 issue. Here, again. neither of the old machines could be used
without alterations and, as no one has ever imagined that any form of 12%x
12 perforations on stamps of Holland are due to single line machines, it seems
probable that an entirely new machine was brought into use for each new
1ssue. The 1872 12%x12 machine had a defect—it did not perforate the
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horizontal rows uniformly. The eight stamps on the right of the sheet show
" a perforation gauging 1234, but the first stamp was 11% and the second about
* 2. This defect was on the machine to start with, as I have dated copies as
far back as 1874, and was not due to an accident while perforating Transvaal
stamps, as stated by M. Moens. This machine was in use many years but
was out of use on several occasions, during which new punches were inserted.
- Hence, considerable variation in the size of the holes may benoted. I have
pairs showing five distinct sizes of holes ; the difference, however, is not one
- which can be clearly made out from single specimens, and it is therefore pos-
sible to classify them only into very small, large and intermediate holes

At the time the large holes were appearing a new machine, without the
11Y% defect, came into use  The size of the punches, at first, is exactly the
same as the last punches of the older machine. This last 12%x12 machine
also had a new set of punches just before the 1234x123%4 came in. These
new punches were so large that there is very little paper between the holes,
and it is difficult to handle pairs as they are apt to separate so easily.. From
this time onward, the 1234x12 machine has not been used again.

I hope I have made it clear that we are dealing with at least four different
machines. three of which, the 1864. 1867 and 1886 machine, perforated 12
x12 uniformly, and one (1872) perforated 12%x12 with 11%xr2 on the left
side of the horizontal rows, and that certainly this machine and the last one
had their punches changed. g

The next machine is one on which authorities differ. Mr. Gordon
Smith states that it is useless to differentiate between 13, 13% and 14, but
others consider it is possible to do so and that there were three distinct,
single line machine, perforating respectively 13, 13% and 14. Personally, I
have no doubt that there were three machines, as I find that certain stamps
exist perforated 13 only, others 14 only and the majority 13x14 or 13%x14.
For instance, the 1 cent, Arms type, is never found with any perforation but
14. 1t is clear, therefore, that a full 14 machine existed. The 2 cent, 74in
paper, Arms type. only exists perforated 13. small holes all around (the 1314
clean cut in which this stamp is common, is a totally distinct machine and
will be considered later). This gives us a full 13 machine. To account for
- the 13%, so frequently found on other values, we must acknowledge a 13%
machine and, if so, we are obliged to differentiate our stamps and these small
perforations As I am considering machines, and not stamps, at the present
moment. I may mention that the only stamps for which this 14 small-hole
. perforation was used are the 1867 issue ; the thick paper 1 cent and 2 cent.
- Arms type ; and the 5 cent and 2 gulden 50 cents of the 1872 issue, besides

the first issues of Dutch Indies, Curacao and Surinam.

The only remaining machines are :

(1) That perforating 13%, described as large holes, clean cut. I do
not agree that the holes are always large or always clean cut but they are
fairly distinct and much cleaner than the small hole machine, which produced
holes which are little better than pin pricks Catalogues give this 1314 per-

- foration (which is occasionally 13%x13% or 13%x13) for the 1872 issue,
but do not mention it in the 1867 list. Messrs. Bright & Co. have long noted
this perforation in their stock books. It is decidedly rare in the 1867 issue
and exists with two modifications : (a) 13124, clean cut, and (b) 13% (13%x
134 ), smaller holes. Now, 13%, small holes, never exists by itself,—it is
always compounded with 14, the latter lines being vertical. It, therefore,

- seems probable that the punches of the old 1324 (single line) machine were

also changed and used to perforate a few sheets of the 1867 issue, both
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vertically and horizontally, while the 14 machine was taking a rest. As I
have said above, the 1867 and 1872 issues are of different sizes and. therefore,
I think that it is unlikely that a new 13% clean cutting machine would have
been purchased on two occasions, and consider that the 3% clean cut per-
forations in the 1867 issue are due to new punches of large diameter placed
in the old.13% machine, which, in its youth, had produced very small holes.
This is another case where definité¢ information is sorely needed, but, until it
<omes, we must be content with considering the probabilities.

(2). The last machine, one which has superseded all others, gauges
1234x12%. The diameter of the holes varies slightly, large and very large
being those usually met with, but the 34 cent is occasionally found with very
small holes resembling those produced by the early punches on the 1872 1234 .
xrz machine. This is the only value I have ever seen with the very small
holes, but both the 20 cent and 2§ cent of the 1872 issue show their latest
printings with three sizes of holes. These, together with the minute per-
foration on the }4 cent gives four sets of punches for the 12%4x1234 machines
or, what is more probable, there are several 12%4xt1}% machines—an idea
which is likely, as ‘it would be almost impossible todo all the perforating
of Dutch stamps with one machine.

In concluding my preliminary remarks about perforations, I must men-
tion a curious machine which was used for the second batch ‘of Dutch Indies,
Surinam and Curacao and a few of the 1872 issue of Holland. It gauges 14,
but the holes are beautifully cut, extremely regular and even, and totally un-
like the productions of the old, original 14 machine. Whether it is a per-
fectly distinct machine or not, I cannot say, but I think it more likely to be
a very fine comb machine than a single-line and, as its productions were so
<excellent, it is curions that it was not in more general use. At one time I
believed it to be a machine used for perforating fiscals, which had been used
during an accident to a regular machine, as in Austria, but this is not so.

B2
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Historical Notes on the Republic of San
Marino and its Postage Stamps.

By JULES BOUVEZ.

[Continued from page so.]

A second peculiarity which is worthy of being noted in the staimps of
San Marino of the first issue, is that the 10 cent blue was printed in pale blue
and in dark blue. The pale blue shade is the rarer ; it is found only with
the first cancellatxon of dots arranged in lozenge shape and bearing in the
center § (MNO

There were only ten sheets of the pale blue shade printed, that is 4000
stamps ; the rest of the issue, or 26,000 stamps, is dark blue

If account is taken of the quantities of 10, 20 and 3cc which were sur-
charged on June 1st, 1892, the quantities put into use during the period of:
ssue may be establlshed as follows :

13. ic green issued 210 sheets, or 84 o000 stamps
2). 2c yellow green * 40 “ 16,000

3). 10c pale blue . 1o ' 4000 ¢
4). 10c dark blue 65 ‘' 26,000
§).- 20c vermilion “ ss0 “ * 220,0c0 ¢
6). 3oc brown “ 40 “ ¥ 16,000 *
7). 4oc violet “ 63 . ‘“ 25,200

Although Italy was one of the twenty-two countries which adhered to the
Postal Union Convention of October gth, 1874, and, by virtue of the conven-
tion of March 2nd, 1877, correspondence dispatched from the Republic of San
Marino should bear the same rates as though it originated in the kingdom of
Italy, it was not until April 1st, 1890, that the Administration thought of
issuing stamps of sc and 25c¢ to represent the rates on correspondence going:
to countries of the Union. .

The two new values. typographed in color on plain white paper, having
the same watermark as that of the stamps of the preceding issue. were per-
forated r4. The printing having been done all at one time, no peculiarity
presented itself ; let us say, however, that the colors of these two stamps are-
very bright and that no defect in the engraving has been remarked.

There were issued : of the gc orange, 150 sheets, or 60,000 stamps, and
of the z5c carmine brown, 100 sheets, or 40,000 stamps

At the time that these two values, which compose the second issue, ap-
peared, the postal business of San Marino had taken a certain development
by reason of the publication there of a philatelic paper, the San Marino-
PFostal, the issue of which each month reached 1500 to 2000 copies ; it was.
the first which had appeared in the Republic ~ This publication, sent from
the chief office, not only justified the creation of the sc orange stamp, the
need for which had not been felt theretofore, but gave rise to the necessity,
two years later, on June 14th, 1892, of a provisional issue in consequence of
the creation of a new journal, the San Marsno Philatelist, the first number:
of which, printed on January 1st, 1892, with more than 1000 copies, had
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threatened to exhaust in a short time the remaining stock of the sc orange
stamps. In order not to be-taken unawares and awaiting the printing of a
new lot of these stamps, the Postal Administration of San Marino had sur-
charged with the figure “ 5" ten thousand of the joc brown stamps and
twenty thousand of the 1oc dark blue, to. ensure particularly the monthly
prepayment of the papers appearing in the Republic, which were sent not
only to the different parts of Europe but also to most of the foreign countries.
The application of these surcharges, made in black on the values indicat-
ed, took place with precipitation and was done by means of various hand
stamps ; this it is which explains the variety of surcharges which were pro-
duced and which are found on both the 1oc dark blue and the 3oc brown.
These surcharges may be catalogued as follows :

I. The“C” of * Cmi ” is 3 mm. wide and there is a space 9% mm.
between the right end of the bar under “ mi ” and the figure ** 5 .

II. The letter * C ” is only 2% mm. wide and the space mentioned
under type I is 11 mm. instead of 9%.

III. Same remark as with type I, with this difference, that the line
under “ mi " measures only 4 mm. instead of 4.

IV. Same remark as with type I1, excepting that the line under
shows two disconnected parts.

V. The letter “C " is 234 mm. wide and the letters “m ” and “i" of
mi’ are 1 mm. apart.

VI. The letter ““ C” leans towards the left, and the ‘bar under “ mi’”
is thick and measures 4% mm., the distance between the right end of the bar
and the figure * 5’ is 9 mm.

VII. Same remark as with the preceding type, Lut with ‘ini” instead
of “mi”.

VIII. Same remark as with type VII, excepting that the thick line
under * mi ”’ has a double line substituted for it

IX The surcharged figure ‘5" is only 27 mm wide and 424 high ;
the space between this figure and the line under “ mi” is 10% mm.

X. Same remark as with type IX, but the line under “mi” is wavy
instead of straight.

XI. Same remark as with type I1X, but with a comma instead of a pe-
riod after “ mi "

XII Same remark as with type IX, with the “i” of * mi " inverted.

XIII. The surcharge ** C®i " leans towards the left and the space be-
tween “mi” and the figure **5” is 9% mm Moreover, the letter *“C” is
5 mm. high while the figure “ 5 " is only 425 mm. high.

X1V. Same type as the preceding, but with a double line under *“mi”"
instead of a single line.

XV. The letter “ C” and the figure *‘5 ** both measure 5§ mm. in height
and the third stroke of the letter “m” of “mi” is smaller than the other two.

XVI. Same remark as with the preceding type, but with a double line
under “ mi " instead of a thick line.

XVII. The figure ‘‘ 5" is very much swelled at the base and measures
4% mm in width and 6 mm. in height, whilst the letter “ C* measures 3%
mm. in width and 5% in height.

XVIIL. The surcharged figure ‘‘5” is very thick and measures 43
mm by 534 mm.; on the other hand, the letter ** C " is very thin and measures
2% mm. by 534.

XI1X. Same remark as with the preceding type, but with the printing
of “mi” almost at the base of the *‘ C”.

(X} MRl

ml

3
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The appearance of this provnswnal issue was strongly criticised by the
phllatellc press, which considered it, particularly on account of the numerous
varieties of surcharge, as entirely speculative

However, we must acknowledge, based on the foregoing, that, apart
from their varieties, these surcharges were justified by the needs of the postal
service, since of the sc orange stamp, which appeared on April 1st, 18go,

. only 60.000 copies had been printed and that this quantity could easily have
been used in less than two years, particularly for the prepayment of the two
+ publications of which we have spoken.

It is also unjustly said that the two provisional i issues which followed and
which were made respectively on July 6th and September 7th, 1892. by the
application of the surcharges C=i 10" and *‘ 10~10" on the 20c vermilion
of the issue of August 1st, 1877, were considered speculative.

The second prov1sxonal issue mentioned above was justified by the lack
of 1oc blue stamp, of which only 50,000 had been issued on August 1st, 1877,
and 20,000 of which had to receive the surcharge *‘ 5 (m.” on ]une 14th,
1893, to ensure the prepayment of periodical publicatlons

Whatever may have been said, it is easy to be convinced of the necessity
which existed of having recourse to these two new surcharges and of the
choice made by the San Marino post office of the 2oc vermilion for these
surcharges. Let it be well considered, in effect, that, on the one hand, the
2oc stamp, of which 300,000 copies had been printed, had been one of the
least used and that. on the other hand, the stock of 30,000 roc stamps issued
on August 1st, 1877, could easily be exhausted by the 6th of July. 1892, that
is, after 15 years of use. Divided over these 15 years, the annual sale could,
in fact, have been only 2000 copies, and this may be considered relatively
very small if we take into account the fact that in ten years, from 188z to
1892, the business at San Marino had more than doubled.

Although this small republic did not at the beginning furnish any
stati-tics on its postal service of a nature to confirm in an exact and precise
way the foregoing indications as to the sale of its postal values, we can, how-
ever, by means of certain comparative data drawn from official sources, con-
<lude that in having recourse to surcharges the Republic of San Marino had
solely for its object, as we have said, to ensure the regular carrying on of its
postal service whilst awaiting the supply of new stamps ordered in Turin and
which did not arrive until July 15th, 1892. In effect. it will not be denied
that in 1892, at the time when these surcharges of which we are speaking
were made, the postal business at San Marino was at least as great as in most
of the foreign colonies of the least importance. Now it is shown in the fol-
lowing table that in five colonies where the postal business was the lightest
in 1882, more than one letter per inhabitant was sent on an average from
each of these colonies.

Number of Number of letters
Names of the Colonies. inhabitants sent abroad
in 1882. in 1882.

French Guiana 27,082 42,455
British Honduras 27,452 19,850
Mayotte 10,143 3,997
Seychelles 14,081 9,454
St. Pierre & Miquelon 5,439 27,047
Totals, 84,197 102,803

Merely taking the figures of the zbove totals as a basis of calculation for
San Marino, we see that this republic could have consumed in 15 years its
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3c,000 1cc blue stamps It is. therefore, unjust that the provisional issue of
September 7th, 1892, should be considered as speculative. It is also to
be observed that the 10c served not only for the prepayment of shipments at
reduced prices for foreign countries, but also to prepay, concurrently with
the zoc stamp, registered letters for Italy as well as letters for abroad for
the prepayment of which there did not exist at that time the special value,
which special value was not created until July r5th, 1892.

The surcharge ‘‘(™ 10" on the zoc vermilion of the second provisional
issue of July 6th, 1872. presents, like the preceding one, several varieties the -
<haracteristics of which we indicate below :

Typs I. In this type, the said surcharge is thick ; the word “CZ, ”, in-
<luding the bar under " mi ’, measures 734 mm. in hexght by 5% in- w1dth
the figure 10 measures 434 by 534 mm.

Type II. The surcharge 1s thm “ C™" measures 7% in height by

5% mm. in width ; the figure * 10" is very slender and measures §}3 mm.
by 4 mm.
Type IIl. The surcharge is thlck as m type I, but does not measure
_more than 7% mm in height and the “ 10" §% mm.
I'ype 1V. Same remark as for type l[I with this dlffereuce that the
penod after * mi” has a comma substituted for it and the nought of the

‘10" is a little thicker.

Type V. The surcharge ‘‘C™ " measures 8 mm in length and the letters

mi " lean slightly towards the left.

Type VI. Same observatlon as on the preceding type, with this differ-
ence : that the letters * * are printed almost at the base of the “C

Type VII. Same remark as on type V, except that the nought of * 1o
measures 3 mm. in width instead of 234 mm

Type VIIL. The surcharge ** C® " is thin and the surcharge “ 10" is
thick. The former measures § mm in width and the latter § mm.

Type IX. In this type the surcharge is thicker than in all the others,
and this thickness is remarked specially in the nought of *“ 10"

As to the provisional issue “10-10 " on 20c ve'milion, which was made
on September 7th, 892, it exists in only one type; we reproduce it above.
et us say, however, that in certain copies it is found that the surcharge

o ” on the left measures 3 mm wide whilst that on the right meas-
ures 23, mm. There exist also a few copies in which the lower horizontal bar
of the figure 1+ ” at the right is ill shapen.

Of all these surcharged stamps which we have just described there was
but a comparatively small number which served for the prepayment of postal
shipments ; the larger part was bought up by dealers and collectors ; there-
fore but few of these values are found cancelled. So that when, on July 14th,
1892, the gc olive green stamp appeared, the stock of the provisional sc—

. which had lasted only six months —was almost exhausted.

(Zo be continued.)
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Some Further Notes Upon Siam.

By C. A. Howgs.

Leaving the islands the Pacific and the East Indies, let us now turn to .
the mainland of Asia where we shall find more of those strange countries and
peoples which the stamp collector is apt to know more about in a general way
than anyone else. From the Phillippines it is not far to Siam, a country
whose stamps are deservedly popular. particularly with English collectors.
The stamps themselves present little that is notable in the design save for the:
various pictures of the present progressive ruler and the curious native char-
acters in the inscriptions. Itis with the potentate, therefore, one of the five
native rulers of Asia whom the Western t owers have not yet desposed or “pro
tected,”’ that we will concern ourselves. The emperors of Japan and China
alone stand as really independent sovereigns: the Emperor of Corea is nominal-
ly so, but the diplomatic tug of war between Japan and Russia at his capital will
likely end, sooner or later, in the absorption of his dominions by one or the
other power; the Shah of Persia is really under Russian dictation; and the
King of Siam, though he has so far held his own, finds the English and the
French striving for the upper hand in his kingdom.

The name Siam. like so many of the names of Eastern countries as.
known to the West. is not the name by which the natives speak of their land.
Siam is derived from the Malay Sayam or Ssyam meaning “brown,” and re-
ferring to the color of the race, while to the natives of the country itself the
Kingdom is known as 7ai or ‘‘free,”” and often as Muang 7 has or “land of
the free.”

Siam secured its independence in the twelfth century and its capital was.
laid at Ayuthia on the Menam river, some 45 miles north of Bangkok, about
the year 1350. Four hundred years later the Burmese overran the country
and, in 1767, sacked and destroyed Ayuthia. The Burmese were finally over-
thrown; but King  hulalok, having dreamed that the former sovereigns drove
him away from Ayuthia (I believe he was an usurper), decided to move his
capital. He accordingly followed the Menam southward to Tonaburee and
there, on April 21, 1782, founded the new capital which we know as Bang-
kok. The full native name of the city is Krung Tape Maka Nakhon Amerarna
Kosindr Mahindr Ayuthia, which would be rather long for a postmark, but
is generally shortened to * Krung Tape” by the inhabitants.

Bangkok lies about 20 miles from the mouth of the Menam and is a
thriving city of about three quarters of a million people It is semi aquatic
like Venice, its main arteries being canals, and it is accessible to the largest
ships Its importance as a trading port led the British representative there
to avail himself of the convenience of postage stamps. As the mail sent to
the outside world from Bangkok went in his charge vz Singapore it was only
natural that he should obtain his supply of stamps from the Straits Settle-
ments, placing on them the letter “ B " zs a distinguishing mark. The first
stamps so surcharged were issued on September 1, 1882.

But the native government had already undertaken. in 188, to establish
an interior postal system of its own. A fine general post office was erected
in Bangkok in 1882 and all houses in the city were numbered by painting the
number in Siamese on small boards one of which was affixed to each house.
Letter boxes were placed in various parts of the city and it is said their Lot-
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toms were made of sandal wood to impart a fragrance to the missives and
thereby cultivate a taste for letters  Postage stamps were ordered in England
and the service was finally opened to the public on August 4, 1883. At first
the postal privileges were much abused by evil-minded natives who sent by
this means many anonymous letters to princes and nobles, defaming and curs-
ing those in whose presence they would not have dared to utter a word.
Heavy packages of trash were also sent out of spite, the charges to be collect-
<d on delivery; but this sort of thing did not last. The surcharged Straits
Settlements’ stamps were used for foreign postal matter until July s, 188s,
when Siam joined the Postal Union and its stamps became good for interna-
tional postage. The mails are carried by boat where such can be used, and
by foot runners and even elephants often through the worst and wildest jun-
gle; yet such is the efficiency of the Post Department, which is managed by
two Germans that the mails travel quickly and are seldom lost even on the
difficult routes to remote parts of the country.

The Siamese stamps have borne but one design since they first appeared
— the head of King Chulalongkorn, the present able ruler of the country.
‘T'he first issue, beautifully engraved in Zai/le-douce, gave the head in profile,
the succeeding ‘‘postage and revenue’ set presented a portrait of the royal
features. The founder of the present dynasty was King Chulalok, of whom
we have already spoken, who ascended the thronein 1781. The present king
is the fifth of the line. He was the ninth child of his father and predecessor
on the throne. King Mongkut, or Somdetch Phra Paramindr Maha Mongkut,
one of the most notable monarchs who ever held sway over an Oriental
country. He was a great scholar and a progressive ruler, who saw the advan-
- tages of Western civilization and began the modernization of Siam He con-
cluded commercial treaties with England and France; reorganized his army
and navy-—such as they were—and built roads and canals His death oc-
curred on October 1, 1868, and the same night the present king was chosen
to succeed him by the ‘“Sanabodee” or Council of the Lighest princes and no-
bles of the realm, who meet in night sessions and attend to affairs of state.
King Chulalongkorn, whose full name is Phra Bat Somdetch Phra Para-
mindr Maha Chulalongkorn Phra Chula Chom Klao Chow Yu Hua, was born
September 22, 1853. and was, therefore, but fifteen years old when he came to
the throne. His father was careful to give him a liberal education along
Western lines, his early training being entrusted to an American lady. Mrs.
Leonowens, and later a ( apt. John Bush had a large share in shaping the
mind of the future king. His mind was fully impressed by the advantages
which were thus opened up to him, and he strove to continue the era of pro-
gress which his father had inaugurated in Siam.
The coronation of the king took place on November 11, 186%, but it is
a rule in Siam, which is under Buddhist influence, that the king, as well as
every official in the service, must, at some ‘time imtheir lives, have been a
priest; and when a man enters the priésthood his former life must:be entirely
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renounced. The young king, thus suddenly elevated, had not undergone
this requirement. He had, therefore, to enter a monastery and spend some
twenty-one days in the Buddhist priesthood On his return it was necessary
that he be recrowned, since his former life had been put away; the second
ceremony was, therefore, performed on November 16, 1873, making a rather .
unique experience for His Majesty.

Like all of his race he is small of stature, being slight of figure and very
erect He is a handsome man with a very fair complexion for a Siamese —
like a European bronzed by the sun  His countenance is frank and is light-
ed up by fine, intelligent, dark eyes. He has been a most progressive ruler
and has spared no effort to increase the happiness and prosperity of his peo-
ple The abolition of the old etiquette, which required all who entered the
august presence of the sovereign to prostrate themselves, was one of his first
acts after his accession, and all classes ate now admitted freely to audience
and may approach the king standing erect. He abolished slavery in his do-
minion, the emancipation beginning to take effect in 1872. Heis a century
ahead of most of his subjects but is making strenuous efforts to bring them
up to his level by encouraging education and granting most liberal facilities
for research, He has sent numbers of young Siamese noblemen to England,
France and Germany to be educated at his own expense and to enlarge their
ideas by contact with Western civilization. Although the king shows great
favor to Europeans he does not display any undue predilection for them but
avails himself of their assistance in leavening the mass of native officialdom.
Is not such a poitrait an interesting one to have in one’s albums?

Of the two stamps shown above the first gives a three quarter face por-
trait quite similiar to the profile on the first issue. The second was a “rejected
die” of which it is said some sheets were printed and sent, by inadvertance, to
one of the remote provinces were they were mostly used up. A comparison
of the two stamps confirms the judgment of the officials in rejecting the second
design, for the likeness is certainly poor.

o))

.

The watermark of the Siamese stamps has usually been described as a
“lotus flower.” It may resemble, at first glance, the conventionalized lotus
blossom used for a watermark on some stamps manufactured by Messrs.. De
La Rue & Co.. but in this case it is something entirely different. It is an
emblem used by the royal house of Siam and is called a cAakr, translated
literally as ‘‘wheel.” It represents a mythological circular weapon which,
when thrown, was supposed to return, boomerang like, to the thrower. It
usually has as a companion weapon a trident called the Xr7. The two are
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used as a crest on the royal coat-of-arms and the ¢kakr appears on Siamese
naval flags to denote rank, as the star is used by us. The illustration at the
right is copied from a seal on an official letter and shows the usual form of
the emblem.

In closing with Siam it may be well to state that the standard coin of the
country is the Zica/, worth now about 30 cents of our money. That is not
the native name, however which is daz There are both old and new coins
in circulation; the old silver tical is an irregular ball with a deep cleavage on
one side beanng the mint-marks; the new one is a modern flat, circular, piece
bearing the King's head on one side and the arms on the reverse. The éaz is
divided into 4 salung. or 8 fuang, or 16 sik, or 32 pies, or 64 atls, or 128 lots
(Zotte is the French spellmg) The salung and fuang are represented by sil-
ver coins. The smaller pieces are represented by copper or composition
coins. Cowrie shells have also been used as money in Siam, as well asin most
countries bordering the Indian ocean. Of these it took some 10,000 to
equal a tical.

Some one has asked about the curious apostrophe-like characters in the
corners of the three lower values of the first issue. These are simply the
Siamese figure 1, the denomination bemg expressed in the elliptical tablet
above the head.
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Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties.

By Geo. L. ToprpraN.
Copyrighted.  All rights reserved.

[Continued from page s59.]

Colombian Republic:

Ri1o HacHA Issuk.

There are two settings, or types, for this series, (Fig. 223.)
Type I.—The stamps are r7mm. high.
Type I1.—The stamps are rgmm. high.

REGISTERED LETTER STAMPS.

1870.

Fig. 224. . Fig. 22s.
sc. Type I.—The background is composed of vertical lines, (Fig. 224

and 225) . .
sc. Type II.—The backgrourd is composed of horizontal lines.

Antioquia.
1869.

Fig. 226. Fig. 227.
sc. Type I.—The numerals in the corners are of solid color and their
flags are long and thin. (Fig. 226.)
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sc. Type IL—The numerals in the corners are shaded and their flags
are’short and thick. (Fig. 227.) '

10c. Blue.—This is an error of color; the stamp (Fig. 228) being'print-
-ed_in the color of the two and one-half centavos.

1875s.

[ cormEOS |
0FE ANTIOQUTA

+ CORREOS +
ANTIOOUIA

sc.  Type I.—The numerals of value are colorless upon a ground of
-solid color. (Fig. 229.)

sc. Type II.—The numerals of value are colored and upon a colorless
ground. (Fig. 230.)

sc. Type [1I.—There is a colorless pearl to the left of the word “cor-
REOS’ instead of a cross as in types I and II.

1886.

. 10C. Var.—This stamp is known, se fenant with the normal variety,
with the centre erased so that only the frame s printed.

B=zi soc.  Rose on Buff.—The fifty centavos in this color is due to the in-

clusion, through error, of a cliché of this value in the plate of the ‘ten centa-
vos. The type of both this and the 10oc. is figure 231.

1890.

Fig. 232.
20c.  Vidlet-brown.—A cliché-of this value was included, by error, in the
plate of the fifty centavos. Hence its existence in this color. (Fig. 232.)



1892.

Fig. 233.

2%c. Black on gray.—A cliché of this value was, in error, included m
the plate of the five centavos, (Fig. 233) thus accountingfor_its existence in
this color.

1903.

Fig. 234.

3c. Blue—By an error a cliché of this] value’was incluced,in_the” plate
of the two centavos. Type as Fig. 234.

Bolivar,

Fig. 23s.

10c. Var. I.—There are nine stars surrounding the shield. (Fig. 23s. )
10c. Var. II.—There are but eight stars surrounding the shield.
Both varieties are found, side by side, upon the same plate.

_20c. Green.—This is an error of color, though we are unable to explain



how it occurred as green was not used for any of this series (Fig. 236). It
is found on white paper only.

sc. Var. I.—The ball of the “ 5’s " is large and quite prominent.

237).

Cundinamarca,

1883.

Fig 237.

13

(Fig.

sc. Var. IL.—Thisis distinguished from Var. I by the ball of the “5's ™"

which is very small and not at all prominent.

type L
HABILITADO.
1894
Fig. 239.
HABILITAD®. HABILITADO.
1894 1894
CENTAVOS. CENTAVOS.
Fig. 241. Fig. 242.

Panama.

1894.

Fig. 238,

HABILITADO.

1894

5

CENTAVOS.
Fig. 243.

It is the re-engraved form of

HABILITADO.
1894

1

CENTAVO.
Fig. 240.
HABILITADO.
1894

10

CENTAVOS.
Fig. 244.

HABILITADG-

10

CENTAVOS,
Fig. 245.

This series, surcharged upon that of 1892-94 (Fig. 238), is rich in errors
as, besides surcharges incorrectly placed, we find the followmg -

1C on zc.
1C on 2C.
surcharge as Fig. 239).
1C on 2C.

Var. 3.—‘‘ccNTAVO "

Var, 1.—The first “ A" of “ HABILITADO '
“Var. 2,—There is a comma after

* is missing.
CENTAVO"”. (Type of

¢

instead of “ CENTAVO ".
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1c on 2¢. Var. 4.—Inverted “ A" used for the “v *” of ‘‘CENTAVO’".

1con 2c. Var. 5.—“CENTAVO" omitted entirely, (Vars. 3, 4 and §
are surcharged as in Fig. 240)

sc on 2oc. Var. 1.—* HABILITADO ” is entirely omitted.

sc on zoc. Var. 2.—There is a comma after “ CENTAVOs ”. These are
surcharged as in Fig. 241).

sc on 2cc. Var. 3.—The ‘0" of “ HABILITADO " is omitted.

scon 20c. Var. 4.—'*HABILITADO ” is entirely omitted,

5c on 20c. Var. 5.—‘ cCNTAvos " instead of ** CENTAVOS "',

sc on 20c. Var. 6.—There is a comma after “ cENTAVOs”. (Vars. 3,
4, 5 and 6 are surcharged as in Fig 242).

scon 20c. Var. 7.—There is a comma after “ centavos”. (This is
surcharged as Fig. 243).

1oc on scc. Var. 1.—'“ 1894 " is omitted.

roc on goc. Var. 2.—There is a comma after the word ‘“CENTAVOS”.
(Vars. 1 and 2 are surcharged as in Fig. 244).

1oc on soc. Var. 3.—' CENTAVOs " misspelled “ ccNTAvos ”.

toc on 50c. Var. 4.—There is a comma after *“ CENTAVOS .

1oc. on 50c. Var. 5.—The *s” of “ CENTAVOs” is omitted.

1oc. on soc. Var. 6.—The word “HABILITADO" is omitted. (Vars. 3 to
6 are subcharged as in Fig. 245.)t .

Santander,
1886.

Fig. 246.
sc.  Red Violet.—Through an error the lower label of one of the
stamps in the plate of the ten centavos value is inscribed “cINco CENTAVOS”
instead of “D1Az CENTAvVOs.” This gives us the anomaly of a stamp upon
which the numerals read *“‘1o0” andthé¢ inscription reads rive (*‘cinco.”
(type as Fig. 246 )
Tolima.

1871.

Fig. 247. -

%The issues of the Republic of Panama will be considered later under Panama.
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, 5¢. Var.—Here the word “cinNco” is misspelled “cinco.” (Fig. 2471.)

1884.
Fig. 248. _ ' o ¢ .
2 p. Violet—A variety of this stamp (Flg 248) is known in which tbf:
value is entirely omltted » wHU
. 2 ] e [3
1886. T : "
Fig. 249. Fig. 250. : Fig. 251.

) sc. Type I.—This variety (No. 36 in the Standard Catalogue) is. ‘typo-
graphed. The distinctive features of this, as well as of the other two var-
ities, are to be found in the lower label, which, in this instance, is véry evenly
'placed with regard to the upper portion of the stamp. The numerals are
large and well shaped, their flags are perfectly straight across the top, are
'broad and round up very abruptly at the right end. The letters of “cEnTa-
vos) are all well formed, and the impression is very clear and distinct, (Fig.
249

sc. TypeIL.—The lower label is very unevenly placed. At the left
the oval containg the numeral is about 1mm. below the upper portion ¢f the
stamp while, at the right, it almost touches. The numerals are large bt
poorly shaped; the tops of their flags are more or less concave; they are thin-

ner and their lower curve not nearly so abrupt as in type IL.

The letters of “CENTAVOs” are poorly formed, especially the “r” and the

A.” The whole impression, which is from a lithographic stone, is coarse
and blotchy. (Fig. 250).

] sc. Type IIL.—Lithographed as Type II. The lower label is evenly
placed. The numerals, while large and very poorly shaped, are tipped slight-
ly forward and their ﬂags, though shght]y concaved along the top, tip slightly
backwards. The letters of “CENTAvVOs” are well formed, as in type 1, and
the i impression is generally very good. The distinctive feature of thzs type,
however, is a slight ornament which has been added to the: top of the ovals
contamm§ the numerals and which is not found in either of the other ‘types.

‘(Fig. 251

€,
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Fig. 252. Fig. 253.

tcc. Type I.—The numerals of value, which are large and heavy, are
enclosed in the circular ends of the lower label. This lower label is curved
and inscribed *“ ceENTAvos . The stamp is typographed. (Fig. 252).

Through an error the insertion of a cliché of the ten centavos in the
plate of the five centavos gives us a 10c Browsn.

roc. Type II.—The numerals of value are within an octagonal tablet.
The lower label, inscribed * ceNTAvos ”, is straight instead of curved ; there
are heavy, vertical shade-lines between the}lower label and the rest of the
stamp and it is lithographed. (Fig. 253).

Fig. 254. Fig. 255.

soc. Type I.—The stamp is typographed and the impressions are
uniformly good. The numerals of value are square and well shaped ; the
“o"” being particularly noticeable in this respect. The letters of ‘‘CENTAVOS”
are small and well formed, measuring 10%x1 mm. With the exception of a
tew dots just above the lower label the space between it and the upper por-
tion of the stamp is unshaded. (Fig. 254). ) .

soc. Type IL.—The stamp is lithographed and the impressions are
uniformly poor. The numerals of value are round and poorly formed,
especially the “o”. The letters of “ CENTAVOs ™ are large and irregular,
measuring 11%x1% mm. The space between the lower label and the rest of
the stamp is heavily shaded with vertical lines. (Fig. 255).

Fig. a56. Fig. 257.

1p. Type L.—The stamp is typographed and the impressions are good.
*The numerals are in oval disks ; the letters of “ uUN PEso " are quite large
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and, excepting for a few dots, there is no shading between the lower label
and the balance of the stamp. (Fig. 256).

=1p. Type II. The stamp is lithographed and the impressions, while
better than most of the other lithographed senes, are rather blotchy. The
aumerals are ,upon octagonal tablets; the letters “un PEso” are somewhat
smaller, the “0” being very round. The space between the lower label and
the balance of the stamp is heavily shaded with vertical lines. (Fig. 257).

Fig. 258, ‘ Fig. 259.

2p. Type I.—This is the perforated stamp. Its color isa pale, dull
violet. The colorless frame-line above the word “PEsos” is not continuous,
being broken in several places. There are heavy, vertical shade lines between
‘the lower label, including the tablets containing the numerals of value, and
‘the upper portion of the stamp; the “£” and the first “s” of ‘‘PEsos” are tal-
ler than the other letters so that the “s” would lmpmge upon the colorless
frame-line above but for the fact that the line is missing at this partlcular
point. The numerals are poorly executed; the flag of the one on the left is
too high while, in that on the right, it is too low. (Fig a58).

zp. Type IL—This is the imperforate stamp. (Flg 259). Its color
is a bright, reddish violet. The colorless frame-line above the word “pEsos”
is unbroken and there is a colored line above it.

The letters of the word “ PEsos " are of uniform height. The numerals,
‘while poorly executed, are even and present a better appearance than do
‘those of type I.

There are two varieties of this stamp, as follows :

Var. 1.—Easily recognized by the fact that the numerals in the corners
thave been omitted.

Var. 2.—Through an error a cliché of this value was inserted in
the plate of the five pesos value ; the result being the two pesos stamp printed
dn Orange.

Fig. 260. Fig. 261.
5p. Type I.—The numerals are very poorly shaped, their flags being
Hong, thin and extending upwards as well as to the right. The vertical shad-
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ing between the lower label and the balance of the stamp is heavy and dis-
tinct.  The stamp is known perforated only. (Fig, 260.)

sp. Type II.—The numerals are better shaped, their flags being thicker
‘and not extending upwards. There is practically no shading in the space
betweenthe lower label and the balance of the stamp and there is a slight
ornament above the tablets containing the numerals which is wanting in type
L. The stamp is known inrperforate only. (Fig. 261).

Through a curious error in the plate this value is found with the l.,wer

label inverted.

Ve

Reviews.

THE STAMP COLLECTORS' ANNUAL.*

We have been greatly interested in the contents of this little booklet of
something over an hundred pages. As its title indicates it is a short, newsy
review of the philatelic events of the past year, especially those of interest to
an Englishman, and contains, besides, many other items of interest, such as
“The Present Position of Revenue Stamp Collecting” by that indefatigible
student, Mr. A. Preston Pearce: A catalogue and guide to values of the
Stamps of Great Britain; Our Philatelic Bookshelf; Through Philatelic Lon-
don; Philately in the Provinces; The Experiences of a Philatelic' Lecturer,
etc.

The paper and typography are good and, altogether, we feel sure that its
perusal will much more than repay one for its trifling cost.—G. L. T.

STANLE,Y GIBBONS’ PRICED CATALOGUE. t

We have refrained from reviewing the first portion of this work -until
now, preferring to wait until the second section had been published, for it
must be remembered that the publishers have again abandoned the single vol-
ume catalogue in favor of the too volume style.

The work is too well and favorably known to need more than a casual’
review. Many portions have been entirely rewritten and much useful and
interesting information has been inserted, in the form of concise notes,
throughout the two volumes.

The general make up and typography is good, as it always is, and many
of the cuts have been replaced by new, and much better, ones.

#The Stamp Collectors’ Annual, and Year-Book of Philately, Edited by Percy C.
Bishop, Published by G. Nissen & Co., 77-78 High Holborn, London, W. C. England. 1sh.

} Stanley Gibbons’ Priced Catalogue, Part I., Stamps of the British Empire Part II.,
Stamps of Foreign Countries, 1904. Stanley Glbbons Inc., 167 Broadway, New York
N. Y. 72c post free.
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Even more attention than formerly seems to have been given to the var-
ious shades and perforations, which are listed most exhaustively, especially
in that portion devoted to the stamps of the British Empire.

The question "of "prices, too, shows careful revision; those of Part I
(British Empire) being,:as a whole, somewhat advanced over former quota-
tions while, on the contrary, those of the countries outside of England and
its colonies come in for many sweeping reductions, this being especially true
of many of the old and better Europeans, notably the old Germans.

Believing, as we do, that a dealer has aperfect right to place whatever
price he pleases upon the goods which he has for sale, we have no desire to
criticize them in this particular instance, especially as we are confronted on
page IX of Part I, with the following statement: . = /1 ~

“THIS 1S A CATALOGUE OF WHAT WE HAVE FOR SALE at the tlme of go-
ing to press. It is not—like many- other lists—one in which the prices have
been.copied, or,with prlces fixed low to enable the dealer to buy the Stamps.
under their true value.” And again, upon; the second page of the ‘“Introduc-
_tion” to Part 1I, with: “An unportant point to be -remembered is that .al/
prices quoted in our Catalogue are in every case based upon  stock in /zand
at the time of going to press.. We do not believe in ‘guess. work pnccs or
those based upon the average of other catalogues.” .

Now, while not in the least receding from our position as outlmed above,
we cannot but admit that the peculiar and insistent reiteration of the phra-
ses “guess-work prices” and “average of other catalogues”, both in their own
recent publications and outside advertising space, pomts rather suspiciously
to the presence of *‘a colored man in the wood pile ”

If it be not so, why should it be necessary for a house so well and fa-
vorably known as that of Stanley Gibbons to so loudly proclaim their belief in.
the “I am holier than thou” doctrine and, by so doing, cast innuendoes
broadcast at all other publishers?

We are not in sympathy with that spirit of progressiveness which induces.
one to attempt to build up a business by disparaging his competitors and are
greatly surprised that the firm in question should have descended to it.

One more point and we will close: upon the first page of the “Introduc-
tion” to Part II. is the following statement:

“A careful examination of the various Stock Books of all the countries —
compiled from time to time. and which contain the bulk of the stock held by
the firm—shows that whereas those books which contain the stamps of Great
Britain and her possessions, dealt with in Part I. of the Catalogue, are often
practically depleted within a few months of compilation, those which contain
the stamps of ‘Foreign Countries’ have been ‘picked over' to a very much
smaller extent, even when they have been made up for a twelvemonth or a
longer period.

“The obvious inference to be drawn from these facts is that in propor-
tion to the stamps of the British Empire those of Foreign Countries must have
been priced too high, and consequently collectors will find a very GREAT
REDUCTION in the prices of the stamps in Part II.

“By bringing into line the prices in this part, it is anticipated that a re-
vived popularity and greater demand will be created for the stamps of this
section, which will probably necessitate rZses at no very distant date, but un-
til that takes place the new pnces will generally hold good until the publica-
tion of a succeeding edition.”

‘ We have no desire to quarrel with this statement, but we incline to the
opinion that no amount of cutting of prices will ever succeed in eradicating
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the Englishman's prediliction for the stamps of the British Empire; that of
the German for the stamps of his own country, etc., etc.,and we hardly ex-
pect to see the Messrs. Senf follow this lead and materially reduce their
prices on old German’s: Yvert & Tellier reduce their prices on the stamps of
France and its colonies, and so on ad infinitum, whileso far as we are con-
<erned, we are very sure that we have no intention of marking down the
stamps of the United States and its insular possessions.—G. L. T.

““THE INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF PHILATELIC LIT-
ERATURE COLLECTORS, DEALERS AND PUBLISHERS."t

A little pamphlet of sixty-five pages and cover, with the above title has
reached us and, as a first attempt in this particular line, it is very creditable.
The contents show a wide range of treatment of the subject and some of the
<hapters are of very permanent value; such as, the list of the “Most Impor-
tant Scientific Journals of the World, published to the end of 1900,” by Vic-
tor Suppantschitsch; Dr. Rommel’s article on “Philatelic Journals of rgor
-and 19o2”; the list of “Errors of Printing in Numbering Volumes”; the “Ref-
erence list of Current Periodicals’; and the two lists of “Collectors and Dea-
ders in Philatelic Literature.”

We note some errors in the list of collectors. Unfortunately, a number
of gentlemen who have died are included among the list of collectors, but, as
a first attempt at making a list of this kind, it is certainly remarkably correct
and valuable. The list of dealers will certainly be a great aid to those who
<collect literature and are seeking means of making additions to their libraries.

We recommend this little handbook to all collectors of philatelic litera-
‘ture.—J. S. R.

{The International Directory of Philatelic Literature Collectors, Dealers and Publishers
by Victor Marsh. 389, Brixton Road, London, S. W, Price one shilling and three pence.
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AUSTRIA.—MTr. P. F. Bruner has shown us the 4 heller, perforated, upon
vertically laid paper.

8 & B B

FRANCE.—CAVALLE.—MTr. E. B. Power informs us that the following
stamps, as listed upon page 258 of our catalogue, do not exist. They should,
therefore, be deleted from the catalogue :

No. 862. zoc brown-violet.
“ 863. 3oc lilac.
“ 864. 4oc red and pale-blue.

¢ 8 % 2 @

DepEaGcH.—We are informed by Mr. E. B. Power that the following
stamps, page 259 of our catalogue, do not exist and, therefore, they should
be deleted :

No. g12. 2oc brown-violet.

* 913. 3oc lilac.
“ 9r4. 4oc red and pale blue.
“ g19. 20pi on 5fr dark-blue and buff.

L B R R+

GUADELOUPE.—La Cofe Réelle says that ‘“‘ we are informed that the
stamps already surcharged in 1903, 40 centimes and 1 franc, have received a
mnew surcharge of the date ‘1904 °’. It is printed at the top, at the bottom, in
black, in blue or in red. We will give a list of the varieties in one of our
next numbers.”

We will wait for this list before chronicling them regularly.

O % % 0

HavTi.—We have seen some sets of the recent issues, both regular and
<commemorative, without the control-stamp. These stamps, we are informed,
are not regular and are not recognized by the Haytian government.. Our
informant states that the manufacturers of the stamps in question receive
their pay, or a portion of it, in unused stamps and that it was to prevent the
use of these very stamps that the control stamp was applied.

He states, further, that these stamps without the control-mark have never
<even been to Hayti but have come directly from Paris, where the stamps are
manufactured.

- - B

LisBeria.—Mr. E B. Power has called our attention to several errors in
our list of the official stamps surcharged “ oRDINARY ” as follows :
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"~ No. 63. 2c green.

67a. 16c lilac.

77.  z4c olive green on yellow.
“ 8o. sc violet and green.
“ 81.  24c olive green on yellow.
“ 82.  32c greenish blue,
“ 83. sc dark carmine and black.

None of the above stamps exist and in the addenda numbers 78 and 79
are the same stamps as numbers 72 and 73 -of the catalogue. All of the
above stamps must, therefore, be deleted from the catalogue.

Most of the above we chronicled upon the authonty of Der Philatelist.

{}{}{}{}{}

MavuriTius.—According to L' Ecko de la Timbrologie there were 1,213,-
440 of the 4c green and violet printed instead of go,000 as previously stated.
V. Ewen's Weekly Stamp News states that the 15¢ Labourdonnais is now
obsolete, all of them having been surcharged.

L = SR + S < B - 4

PHILIPPINES.—MTr. John Zug writes us that the dates of issue of the new
stamps (series of 19oz) were as follows :
1C green, Sept. 4, 1903.
2c carmine, Oct. 3, 1903.
13c dark violet-brown, Jan. 4, 1904. -
soc orange, Sept, 4, 1903.

-

St. Lucia.—We learn from the London Philatelist that neither the 2p
nor the 2s, King's head were ever issued for use in this colony, they should,
therefore, be deleted from the catalogue.

P




AZORBS,.—Several of our con-
temporaries note the appearance of
the postage due set which we
chronicled for Portugal in January as
having been surcharged for use in
these islands.

Postage Due stamps.

Perforated.

Blue surcharge.

sr bistre

101 Orange
3or dark green
4or lilac
sor red

100r light blue

BRITISH OBNTRAL AFRICA —
The Londorn Philatelist announces
another value of the new series.

Adhestve stamp.

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.
1s blue and black

BULGARIA.—The New England
Stamp Co. has shown us a new post-
age due stamp, our type Ds.

Postage Due stamp.

Perforated 1114.
20s dull blue

OBYLON.— 7%e Philatetic Record
notes the 2c King's head overprinted
“‘ON SERVICE.”

Official stamp. ' :

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

" Perforated 14. '

Black surcharge.
2c orange-brown

COLOMBIAN RHPUBLIOC.—Mr.
W. F. Gregory has shown us.two re-
venue stamps used for postage upon
.a cover addressed to New York.

18

Roughly described they are as follows:
1p. size 31x36°'mm 'l he coat of-arms
of the Republic, surmounted by an
eagle, as a central design. Above:
“TIMBRE NACIONAL ""—1903, 1904” in
two lines. “REPUBLICA—COLOMBIA".
in curves at sides of central portion.
“UN 1 PESO—CLASE PRIMERA” in two
lines at bottom.

3p. Same general design. “RE-
PUBLICA DE” in vertical line at left,
“coLoMBIA” at right. The value is
altered and “CLASE SEGUNDA"” in a
slightly curved line at bottom with
numerals of value in lower corners.

The above were used together (two
of the 1p and one of the 3p) on the
same cover and were cancelled, with
a rubber stamp, ‘‘AGEN. POST. NAL.—
FEB. 12. 1Q04—BUENAVENTURA", in
three lines enclosed by a single-lined,
rectangular frame.

Revenue stamps used postally.

Imperforate.
1p black on salmon
3p ‘¢ ¢ pale blue

BarranquillaIssue.—Mr. W, F,
Gregory has shown us the follow-
ing provisional issues for this pro-
vince, all having prepaid letters ad-
dressed to New York City: The left,
vertical half of the 5 pesos (our num-.
ber 307) postmarked * Jan. 12,
1904” and, on the back of the cover:
“Barranguilla, Jan. 27, 1904.”"

The right, diagonal half ‘of the 10
pesos (our number. 308) postmarked
“Manizales, Ene. 18, 1904” and, on
the back of the cover, . Barranguil-
la, Feb. 1,1904.” o

Adkesive stamps. .

“Imperforate. =~ '
2%p (half of 5p) green on blue
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5p (half of 10p) green on pale green

FRENCH OFFIOBS IN OHINA,
Tchong King.—Mr. A H. Lamborn
informs us that he has specimens of
the 1c and sc upon the stamps of
Indo-China surcharged ‘CHINE” and
“Tchong King” (our numbers 1118
and r1121)in red.

Adhkestve stamps.

Perforated 14x13%.

Red surcharge.
1c black on lilac blue
5c yellow green

HAYTL—We have discoved in our
stock the following errors in the con-
trol-stamps upon the recently issued
series :

Adhesive stamps.

Perforated 12.
Blue surcharge.
Commemorative Series.
1c green, double surcharge
2c rose and black, double surcharge
7¢ maroon and black inverted
Regular Series.
1C green, double surcharge

2c red
1oc orange brown, double surcharge
soc violet «
soc ¢ “ inverted ¢

INDIA.—Ewen's Weekly Stamp
News notes the appearance of the
higher values of the King's head type.

Adkestve stamps.

Watermarked Star.

Perforated 14.
3r green and brown
sr violet and ultramarine

JAMAIOA —We have received
another value of the new type as
illustrated by us in December.

Adhesive stamp.

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.
1d carmine and black

NIOARAGURA.—T he A merican
Stamp Co. has shown us the 1con 10c
official stamp with a Roman I in_

stead of a figure *“1” in the upper
left corner. We have, also, found the
same stamp in our stock as well as
one without figure in the upper left
corner. This last variety is on one
of the stamps with the ornament com-
posed of three horizontal lines.

We have also received the 1c on
10c and the 2c on 3c official stamps
with inverted surcharge, including
all the varieties and ornaments and,
in addition, a new value has appeared.

The above are all of thetype chron-
icled by us in November,

Official stamps.

Perforated.

Black surcharge.
50c on 2oc bistre-brown

1c on 1oc violet (Capital I in upper
left corner)
1c on 1oc violet (Without figure in
upper left corner.)

Surcharge inverted.
1c on roc violet
1c on 1oc violet (§ vars. of ornaments)
1icon 1cc “ (“Centovo’)
1c on 10c &“Contavo")
1con 1oc “ (Capital I in upper

left corner)
1¢ on 1oc violet(Without figure in up-
per left corner)
2con 3c green
2c on 3c green (3 vars. of ornaments)
2c on 3c green ( “Centovos” )
2c on 3c green (“ Contavos")

PANAMA.—-Mr. E. B. Power re-
ports the following varieties :

Adhestive stamps.

Perforated.

I. Issued in the City of Colon.

Surcharged in

; Republica
carmine de Panamd..
1c green, double surcharge
1c  ‘“ inverted
1c  “ double “ one inverted
1Ic ¢ “ “ ¢ diagonal

Black surcharge.

1oc yellow, inverted surcharge

20c violet ¢
Registration Return Receipt stamp.
Surcharged, as above, in black and



“A. R. COLON COLOMBIA” in violet,
5c blue

1I. Issued in the City of Panama.

Registration stamp.

Surcharged “PaNAMA” in red at
each side and ‘‘r. coLoN" in a circle
in violet.
10c yellow

PHILIPPINES.—We have seen a
new envelope surcharged for use here.

Envelope stamp.

Green surcharge.
1c green on white, size §

RUSSIA.—Offices in the Turkish
Bmpire,—We find that we have
omitted to chronicle the following
values :

Adkesive stamps.

Vertically laid paper.

Perforated 141%4.

Red surcharge.
10pa on 2k yellow green

5p on 50k violet and green

SBNBGAL.—We are indebted to
Mr. A. H. Lamborn for information
regarding three new stamps for this
colony. They are surcharged upon
the Postage due stamps,

Adhessve stamps.
Imperforate.
Black surcharge.

10C on soc lilac

10c on 6oc brown on cream
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10c on 1fr brown

SPANISH QUINBA.—Several of
our contemporaries list a series of
revenue stamps as having been over-
printed for postal use. As near as
we can make out the stamps, which
are of large size, are of the series of
1903 and have received a double
surcharge : first, a female figure
emblamatic of the Goddess of Arts
and Commerce surrounded with the
inscription “Posesiones Espasiolas de
Africa Occidental” and the Spanish
arms and, secondly, ‘ HABILITADO—
PARA—CORREOS 10 CEN DE PESETA’”
in four lines of large type.

Adkestve stamps.

Imperforate

10C on 25c black, red surcharge
3

1cc “ soc orange, blue ‘¢
1oc “ 1p 25c rose, black
10c “ 2p claret o
10c “ 2p soc brown, blue “
10c “ sp olive, red “

STRAITS SBTTLEMBNTS —Jc—
hore.— The Philatelic Record notes the
appearance of a new provisional. It
is the $2.00 stamp surcharged “One
Dollar” in rather large, Roman type
with a bar below it.

Adhestye stamp.

Watermarked a Flower.

Perforated 14.

Black surcharge.
$1 on $Z lilac and carmine

Changes in Catalogue Prices.

Cat. No. New.  Used.
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

68 1888-89 10 3
68a ¢ 2 2
France (Cavalle).

862* 1902-03 -
863* “ —
864* “ —

*This stamp was never issued.

Cat. No. New. Used.
FranNoE (Dedeagh).
* —
g:;* 1902-03 -
9‘4* 13 —_—
grg* -
GERMANY.
76 1902 90 50
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GUATEMALA. 77%* 1903 —
32 1886 1.00 78t -
35 * 20 10 79’? « —
6 “ 2 8o -
3 55 5 . «
a7 15 15 Sv —
38 “ 20 25 33* « -
39 40 4 8 -
40 « 50 40 St. LucIa.
4t “ 55 65  45* 1902-03 —_
* “ —_
LI1BERIA. 49
63* 1902 _ VENEZUELA.
67a* © — 102 1894 5.00

Birmingham Philatelic Society.

Jan. yth.—Messrs J. T. Chamberlain, E. Antoniades, A. G. Kelson,
Dr. D. G. Thomson, Capt. J. R. P. Clarke, and Major J. A. Dealy, were
unanimously elected members.

Votes of thanks were accorded the following for contributions to the
permanent collection.—Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson—a superb selection of 300
Indian and surcharged on Indian for the Native States, all mint and includ-
ing many rarities and high values, also to Messrs C. G Fryer, Wilcox Smith,
H. Wade, T. S. Parkinson. Messrs. W. Morley and J. Edwards were thanked
for donations to the Library. _

Mr. P. T. Deakin showed his collection of the stamps of Turkey and an
interesting discussion took place on the early. issues which will be shortly
resumed when certain variations of overprint will be further investigated.

Feb 4th.—Paper.—Holland and Colonies by Messrs. H. Grindall and
J. A. Margoschis. Rev. F. W. § le Lievre, Messrs. C. Harmens, P. D. M de
Silva, C L Larssen were unanimously elected members

Messrs. T. Chamberlain and W. Brown were thanked for donation to the
Collection and Library respectively.

Messrs. Grindall and Margoschis then gave their paper illustrated from
their own collections and by those of others members present. The peculiari-
ties of the originial die, arrangement of plates and panes, printing and per-
foration of postage and unpaids all claimed attention and we hope to publish
particulars of same when several conflicting statements of authorities have
been cleared up

We have the following duplicate books for sale for the benefit of the Per-
manent Collection. Allarein good order. C ffers requested in cash or stamps:

Ewen's Weekly S. V., vols. 6, 7, 8. "o, Stamp Collectors Fortnighily,
vols. 3, 7,8, P. J.of G. B., vol. 12, Gibbons’ Monthly Journal, vols. ro,
11, 12, 13, Stamp News, vols. 7, 8, Stamp Collector, vols. 4,5, 6, Phil. Chron.
and Ad., vols. 2, 8, Phil. Ref., vol. 2 (1902), Stamp Auction Reporter, com-
plete 14 numbers, Gibbons’ Catalogue 1oth Edition, Part I (x1th to rsth),
Part II (t1th to 14th), Part III (rzth), Ewen’s Catal, (4th to 6th editions),
Morley's Cats. (1893, 6, 7), Hilkes' Cat. (1894). : -

* Any stamps will be accepted that will fill blanks in the collection, but
they must be in good condition,

*This stamp was never issued.
{These stamps are duplicates of Nos. 72 and 73.
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} reign Lountries,

E have always been greatly interested in the
study and collection of the envelope stamps of
Envelope the United States and it is, therefore, with
much pleasure and satisfaction that we note

Stamps. the signs of a more or less general revival of

interest in this field.

We have, in fact, never been able to under-
stand why these stamps have been so neglected as has been the case in the
past few years. True, envelope stamps have, taken as a whole. been elimin-
ated from the more prominent catalogues but this does not apply to those
issued by our own couniry nor has it been due to any reason other than that
sometking had to be dropped in order to keep the ever increasing size of the
present catalogues somewhere within reasonable bounds and, after dropping
the local stamps, there was nothing left which occupied so much space, both
in the pages of the catalogue and in the storage receptacles of the dealers, as
the envelopes.

It has been said they were too complicated to be easily understood; that
the many varieties of paper upon which they were imprinted made them
monotonous and that, in the case of entire envelopes, the many knives, sizes,
and watermarks were of little interest to either the average collector or the
non-philatelic friend to whom one might show his collection.

It is not our intention at this time to consider the collection of entire
-envelopes, so that the last named arguments need no refutation at present,
We will say, however, that we strongly advise collectors to refrain from cutting
a really scarce envelope, such as the small six and ten cent values of the 1857
series, as they thereby greatly diminish its value and gain practically nothing
but a little more room. In all such cases it is very easy to mount the entire
envelope, even upon a page of ‘“cut squares”’, and not in any way detract
from the appearance of the collection.

Speaking, then, solely of envelopes cut square, we will refer first te the
alleged complication of the various dies or die varieties ; this, to our mind,
is purely imaginery for, while we do not attempt to deny that some of the
issues may appear rather involved to the uninitiated, to one who will devote
a little study to them they are certainly as easy of comprehensxon and classi-
fication as are the adhesive stamps.

Beginning with the series of 1853-55, there are five varieties of the three
cent values, all of which are so distinct as to be easily recognized at a glance.
Two varieties of the ten cent value exist, but, as they are also found in the
three cent dies, they present no difﬁculty to the collector.

In the contemporary series of the adhesive stamps we are confronted
with five varieties of the one cent (including the retouched dies) and six of

United States



118

the ten cent, many of both values being much more difficult to differentiate
than are the envelopes.

Certainly nothing could be more attractive and artistic than the designs
of the second series (1857-60) or of the Reay issues with their rich co'oring
and clear cut embossing.

In fact, if we omit some of the parodies upon art which the Post Office
Department has seen fit to inflict upon us in the last few years, notably the
present series, it would be hard to find a more handsome series of stamps-
anywhere, adhesive or otherwise, than the envelope stamps of the United
States.

We collect the adhesive series of 1870-71 of the National Bank Note Co's.
manufacture and also those of 1873 printed by the Continental Bank Note
Co and one hears very little grumbling about complicated varieties, etc., yet
there is, or has been, a senseless outcry against the envelopes of about the
same period because of the ‘‘ complicated die varieties ” of the Plimpton
series and the d fficulty of distinguishing them from the Reay issue.

. Nonsense! every word of it! We have been through the mill and we

unhesitatingly assure our timid friends that if they will spend one half of the-
time studying these two series of envelopes that they have spent upon the
adhesives of the same period they will not have nearly so much trouble in
placing the different dies as they will have in deciding to which printing cer-
tain of the adhesives belong, the two cent and twenty-four cent values for
instance.

As to the papers, there are no more than six in any one series and what
do we find to offset this in the adhesives? In practically the same series, that
of 1850 80, we find the National, Continental and American prints, each
paper differing from the other to a greater or less degree, besides the ribbed
and double papers, making five altogether, to say nothing of the two series of
re-issues printed in 1875 and 1880 respectively.

With reference to the poor workmanship of the first dies of the Plimpton
series most of our readers are, without doubt, aware that, in an effort to pre-
vent this firm from producing dies which would be acceptable to the govern-
ment, Mr. Reay, the former contractor, hired all of the expert workmen in
this line of engraving in the country, hoping by so doing to render the Plimp-
ton Co. unable to fulfill its contract and that the same would be re-awarded
to him as the next lowest bidder and the o7/y one who was able to produce
dies which came up to the government standard of excellence. :

This scheme. however, was defeated by the government, which accepted
the dies of inferior workmanship provisionally, or until the Plimpton Co. could
obtain first class engravers to reproduce them.

Another point to be considered in envelope collecting is their present
prices in comparison with adhesiv§s, a condition which cannot long be main-
tained if the demand increases as it now gives promise of doing.

Let us take, for example, the three cent, die C, series of 1880, upon blue:
and fawn paper. They are priced, #sed, at $125.00 and $150.00 respectively
Of the former we doubt if a dozen are known, while half that number would
probably account for the latter. Compare them with the Brattleboro ; the
Baltimore, or even the St. Louis adhesives, of all of which many more copies.
are known, and the inference is obvious. Many similar cases might be cited,
but we think that we have already said enough along this line.

Always remember that azy branch .of philat.ely calls for study, and a
great deal of it, if you hope to accomplish anything, ?.nd we feel sure that, if
you bear this fact in mind, you will never regret having taken up envelopes.
—G. 1. T.
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Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties.

By Geo. L. Torpran.
Copyrighted. All rights reserved.

[Continued from page 108.]

Confederate States.
PROVISIONAL ISSUE.
Athens, Ga.

Fig. 262. Fig. 263.

sc. Type I.—The word “PAID measures §5 mm. in length. There
are two stars at the left of ‘ PaID”, the upper one extending above the ‘P
and the lower one below it. The star at the right extends above the “p” of
“‘paID”. The figure “5” is thick and squatty; the flag is pronouncedly con-
caved above and the ball is large and heavy.

The letters of the upper mscnptlon are crowded very closely together an&
there is no period between the “p" and the “M”. Measuring along the outer
edge of the oval band at the left there is a space of 7 mm. between the ‘“r
of the upper inscription and the *“a” of the lower one (Flg 262).

sc. Type II.—The word “PAID measures 634 mm. in length. The-
star at the left of “PAID" is on a level with the upper portion of the “p"”; that
at the right is opposite the center of the “p”. The figure ‘5 is thin and
open. The letters of the upper inscription are better spaced and.there is a
period between the “p” and the “m”. The space at the left, between the:
“1"” and the “A”, measures but § mm. (Fig. 263).

Baton Rouge, La.

ﬁ«j‘)\wfj\’? j
Fig. 267.

Eight varieties of the 2c, 5c, and 10c values (Figs. 264, 265 and 266)
are known, the differences being in the spacing and arrangement of the-
border ornaments, etc.
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Of the second type of the 5c (Fig. 267) several varieties, it is not known
just how many, of a similar character to those of the first type exist.

In all of these stamps the principal variety consists of an error in spelling:
“Mc Cormick” being misspelled “Mc Cermick”. :

Beaumont, Texas.

’ BEAUMONT
 PAID |

| 10 CENTS:

Fig. 268.

1oc. (Fig. 268).—Several slight varieties, due to the setting of the ruled
border, are known. :

Fredericksburg, Va.

EE S R T
% FREDERICKSB'G. %
*- - -3
¥ R T. THOM *
F—————%
* o) *
* *
3 POST OFFICE, VA. 3%
%k Kk K K Kk kg

Fig. 269.

5c and 1oc.—Ten varieties of each value are known. The'differences,
which are very slight, are to be found in the spacing and arrangement of the
ornaments forming the border; the rules above and below the value, etc.

Goliad, Texas.

e PSS

X
=

=3
§ : 5
=4 A2
10 : - 105
2 g B%
34 < B
POSTAGE. & POSTAGE 5
DB RE gmmnwu %
Fig. 270. : Fig, 271,

sc and 1oc. Type I.—Several varieties, due to the arrangement of the
ornaments forming the border, are known (Fig. 270).

sc and 1oc. Type IL (Fig. 271) —The remarks upon type I apply
here equally, but one variety of each value is found in which *coriap”
is misspelled ““ coiLaD ”.
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Helena, Texas.

Fig. 272.

sc. (Fig. 272).—Several varieties, differring in the arrangemen of the
ornamental border, are known.

Macon, Ga.

POST OFFICE

FIve
CENTS.

ye=—00——9,
IMACON, GA. nwo CENTSI!
~— S

Fig. 273. Fig. 274. Fig. 275, Fig. 276.

2c and 5c.—All of these stamps (Figs. 273, 274, 275 and 276) being type-
set slight variations exist.

Nashville, Tenn.
A Jem—
(‘,NISQ NIS | C,NI‘SV& écNISQ

?3 ?3 ;3;

CENTS. CENTS. CENTS CENTS.
NASHVILLE NASIIVILLE V\SHVILLE NASHVILLE
Sesmmsns sssssan
Fig. 277. Fig. 278. Fig. 279. Fig. 28o. Fig. 281.

3c.—Five varieties, printed side by side, are known and can be easily
recognized by the following descriptions :

Type I.—The line between “cCenTs” and “NASHVILLE” commences
above the nght stroke of the “N" of “NasHVILLE” and ends above the right
portion of the "E” of the same word. (Fig. 277).

Type II.—The upper part of the '‘N" of ‘ CENTS"” is broken off so that
that letter is shorter than the others. (Fig. 278).

Type IIL.—There is no period after the “p" of (Fig. 279).

Type IV.—1here is a break in the top of the “ of “NASHVILLE”.
(Fig. 280). In types II, III and IV the line between “CENTS" and “NASH-
vILLE"” begins above the right stroke of the “N" of “NASHVILLE” and ends
above the left, upright stroke of the “E”. ’

Type V.—The line between “CENTs” and “NASHVILLE” begins close to
the frame line at the left and ends above the upright stroke of the second

" of “NasHvILLE”. (Fig. 281).
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New Orleans, La.

Fig. 282,
sc brown.—A variety is known in which the name is omitted from the
aipper label.
Petersburg, Va.

PETERSBURG,
VIRGINTA

ost Ogé‘xce.

Ly
gw E. nA?s}fP&xg

Fig. 283.

5¢- —Ten varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments, etc., are known
The’ prmcnpal varlety, which is No. g on the sheet, has the ornaments above
“w. €. BASS, P. M.” inverted, so that the balls are turned up instead of down.

Pleasant Shade, Va.
?e.')bi,m

ASANT SHADE,
©} '!uvmnma

CECRCACRON XK

Post
bl

Fig. 284.

[R-2

ofe
(4

QCCO00

=c.—Ten varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments, etc., are known.

Rheatown, Tenn.

sc.—Three varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments, etc, are
Kknown.



123

Tellico Plains, Tenn.

Fig. 286,

sc. Type I—There is a period after “jounson”. (Fig. 286).
sc. Type IL—There is a comma after “JoHNSON".

Uniontown, Ala.

Fig, 287,

2c, 5c and rcc.—Several varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments
etc, are known. .

REGULAR ISSUEs.
1861-62.

Fig. 288.

roc. Type I.—Thc “A” of ‘‘sTATES” has no cross-bar and there is
usually a break in the curved line above the “1” of the same word.

rcc. Type I1.—This is from the retouched stone. The break in the
<curved line has been repaired and an attempt has been made to supply the
barto the ““‘a”. (Fig. 288).

1863-64.

Fig. 2q0.
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1oc. Type I.—The scroll ornaments at the corners are open, there be-
ing no background, or lines of shading, between their projections There is
an extra curl in the hair at the back of the neck and both the jaw and the
cheek-bone are prominent.

1oc  Type II.—The spaces between the projections of the scroll orna-
ments at the corners are quite heavily shaded. The hair lacks the extra
curl and therefore, does not extend quite so low down upon the neck. The
jaw-bone and the cheek-bone are not at all prominent,

Cuba.
1857.

Fig. 291. Fig. 292. Fig. 293.

%rp. Type I.—This is the stamp in its original state. The shading
of the hair is composed entirely of lines The eye is lightly shaded and has a
natural appearance. (Fig. 291). Specimens printed from a worn plate may be
found in which most, if not all, of the shade lines of the neck are missing.
In these copies the fourth line of the shading of the hair, counting from the
top at the back of the head, is broken and appears to consist of a series of
short dashes (Fig. 292).

%rp Type II.—This is the re-engraved stamp. The fourth line of
the shading of the hair, counting as above stated, is composed of a series of
small dots. This is the most sure method of determining to which type any
particular specimen belongs.

The eye is, also, more heavily shaded and has a wild, staring appearance.
There are, of course, other slight differences but they are not easily illustrated
or described. (Fig. 293).

1882-88.

Fig. 294. Fig. 295. Fig. 296.
1c, 5¢ and roc.—The plates from which these values were printed ha v
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been twice retouched. In their original state the medallion is surrounded
by a heavy line of color of nearly even thickness. This line touches the
horizontal line below the word “cuBa”. The opening in the hair above
the temple is narrow and pointed. (Fig. 294).

. 5¢ and roc. First retouch.—The line surrounding the medallion is
thin, excepting at the ups er right, and does not touch the horizontal line
above it: the opening in the hair is slightly wider and a trifle rounded; the
lock of hair above the forehead is shaped like a broad “V” and ends in a
point; there is a faint, white line below it, which is not found on the originals.
(Fig 295).

. 1cand sc. Second retouch.—The opening in the hair forms a semi-
circle; the lock above the forehead is nearly straight, having only a slight
wave, and the white line is much broader than before. (Fig. 296). :

Issued in Puerto Principe.

1898-99.
HABILITADO
HABILITADOC' HABILITADO ‘HABILITADO
cent. cents. -cents. cents.
Fig. 297. Fig. 298. Fig. 299. Fig. 300.
HABILITADO HABILITADO !u§m\no mgm
cents. cents. cents. cents.
Fig. 3o1. Fig. 302. Fig. 303 Fig 304.
ITADO HABILITADO BABILITADO HABILITADO HABILITADO
cents.  cents. cents.  cents. cents.
Fig. 30s5. Fig 306. Fig. 307. Fig. 308. Fig. 309.

These stamps were surcharged in horizontal strips of five. There are
two varieties of the surcharge; the first, in which the vertical measurement
of the surcharge, including the words “HABILITADO" and ‘“CENTS”, is 17%
mm. (Fig. 297), embraces all values excepting the roc and the second, in
which this measurement is 193 mm., (Fig. 298) includes all but the 2c value.

ic. Type L—This is the first variety as noted above; the indication of
value is always singular, i e. “cent”, (Fig. 297).

1c. Type IL.—This is the second variety as above noted and always
reads “r cenTs”. (Fig. 298). It is said that the explanation of the word
“ceENTs” instead of ‘‘CENT” upon this variety is due to the fact that, on Dec.
27, 1898, the numeral was changed from a “3”, which value they had just
printed, to a “r” and the fact of the incorrect spelling was overlooked.

Var. A.—The figure “1”" is broken. The upper portion, including the
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serif, is missing and a V shaped piece is broken out of the stump of the figure
above as is also the case at the bottom. This variety is the second stamp of
the strip.

2c. Type I.—Short space, measuring 174 mm., and having heavy
figure of value. (Fig. 299).

2c. Type 1I.—As type I excepting that the figure of value is tall and
thin. (Fig 300). This occurs but once on the strip and is the second
stamp.
3¢. Type I.—Short space and heavy figure of value. (301).

3¢ Type II.—Short space and thin figure of value. (Fig. 302).
This, also. is number two on the strip.

3c. Type III.—Long space, measuring 19% mm., and heavy figure of
value. (Fig. 303).

Var. A.—*‘cenTs” misspelled ‘“‘EENTs”. This is the fourth stamp in
the strip.

3c. Type 1V —Long space and thin numeral of value. This is the
second stamp of the strip. (Fig. 304).

sc. Type I.—Short space and heavy numeral of value. (Fig. 305).

sc. Type IL.—Short space and thin numeral of value, number two on
the strip. (Fig. 306).

sc, Type II[.—Long space and heavy numeral of value. (Fig. 307).

Var., A.—“CENTs” misspelled “EeNTs"”, the fourth stamp in the strip

sc. Type 1V.—Long space and thin numeral of value, the second
stamp of the strip. (Fig 308).

rcc.—But one type, that with the long space, is known. It is the same
setting as type II of the 1c with a cipher added. (Fig. 309).

Var. A.—This is the stamp with the broken “1” and is the second
stamp of the strip.

Curacao,

PosTAGE DUE STAMPs.
1889.

Fig. 310,
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Fig. 311. ) Fig. 312.

Type I.—If the vertical branch of the “t"” of ‘“BETALEN" should con-
tinue downwards it would pass through the center of the upper loop of the
chain surrounding the central portion of the stamp; the “o” of “PORT” is
oval and there are 34 loops in the chain. (Fig. 310).

Type 1I.—If the vertical branch of the “1” should continue downwards
itywould pass between the two upper loops of the chain. The *“0” of “PorT”
is round and there are 33 loops in the chain. (Fig. 311).

Type III.—The *“1" is slightly to the left of the upper loop and there
are'3a loops in the chain, (Fig. 312).

All values of this series are found in each of the three types.

1892-98.

The type varieties are the same as for the series of 1889, but the 2oc
30c¢, 4oc and 5oc are only known in type I.

Cyprus.
1882-86.

Fig 313, Fig. 3°4
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Two dies were used for this series, as well as for the corresponding issues
of several of the other British Colonies. They differ as follows :

Die A.—The lines in the groundwork vary in thickness and are not
uniformly straight. The seventh and eighth lines from the top, in the ground-
work, converge where they meet at the back of the head.

There is a small dash in the upper part of the second jewel in the band
of the crown.

The vertical, colored line, which outlines the throat in front, stops at the
sixth line of shading on the neck. (Fig. 313).

Die B.—'he lines in the background are all thin and straight.

All the lines of the background are parallel.

There is no dash in the upper part of the second jewel in the band of
the crown.

The vertical, colored line, which outlines the throat in front, stops at
the eighth line of shading on the neck. (Fig. 314).
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Our English Letter.

By EpwARD J. NANKIVELL.

LonDoN, 12, March, 1904.

I have been very busy during the last fortnight remounting the whole of
my collection on the Cistafile, and when I have finished the bulk of the work
I shall have something to say about the various methods of mounting and
displaying stamps that may open up a profitable discussion in the A. J. P. on
arranging collections. Very few collectors give as much attention to this
branch of stamp collecting as they should. It adds very materially to the
value of a collection to have it neatly and effectively arranged.

Some collectors who have not the time, nor the knack, for neat and
effective arrangement pay specialists or dealers to arrange their treasures for
them. I have known large sums paid for arranging collections, and for a
very good reason, to wit, the absolute scarcity of men who can do the work.
1t needs a real enthusiast who has not only an artist’s eye but also a profound
knowledge and a real love for stamps. There are many things to be thought
of in arranging a collection. Some stamps are entitled to stand out alone,
others belong to a family party, and should not be separated.

A friend of mine boasts of the number of stamps he can mount per hour
—in straight-forward work. He is invaluable to the big approval business,
but keep him out of reach when you want an effectively arranged page for
your collection. I must not, however, anticipate what I shall have to say
about methods later on.

A young dealer. who is working up a reputation for the neat and effective
mounting of collections, tells me that he was recently shown a very fine
specialized collection of a'large country which was so badly spoiled in the
arrangement that it got on his nerves and, in a weak moment, he blurted out
an offer to re-arrange the whole lot free for the pleasure of displaying the
fine stamps properly. The collector took him at his word, and the dealer faced
the music. When the work was completed the owner was so agreeably sur-
prised and delighted that he promptly handed the dealer a cheque for £so.

That same dealer now runs the risk of breaking down, for he is foolish
enough to undertake almost impossible tasks. This week, in addition to his
shop work, he has undertaken the remounting of two large collections, both
to be completed in the week. As a result he has had to work steadily
through two whole nights Now, no man can burn the candle at both ends
in this way without paying the inevitable penalty. And yet he tells me that
he puts the price high to get out of the work, for he was very busy in other
directions.
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LoNDoN, 19, March, 1904

‘I he great difficulty in the auctioning of stamps is the barrier in the way
of getting at the country buyer. A large proportion of big collectors live
many miles distant from London, the great auction centre, and. as lots must
be inspected on the premises, the country collector has to take pot luck that
the stamp is just what he would like in the matter of condition. The collector
who lives in the metropolis, or within easy reach of it, can call at the
auctioneer's and peisonally examine the stamps and so make sure that what
tempts him in the catalogue is equally tempting in itself. The country col-
lector cannot do this. Hence he has always a grievance on the auction busi-
ness.

There have been many suggestions for getting over the difficulty. The
most satisfactory one has been to commission one or other of the commission
agents who make a business of attending the auctions and bidding for clients
who entrust their bids to them. These agents go carefully through the
stamps and report accordingly, but, even so, the fastidious collector not
unfrequently finds his ideas of finest condition somewhat more strict than
those of the agent, with the result that every now and again he has to accept
a stamp not quite up to his mark.

The latest attempt at getting over the difficulty lies before me in the
shape of a circular letter from one of the stamp auctioneers offering to send
any of the lots for my inspection  They say, “all we expect of you is that
you pay postage, and registration both ways and return the lots by first post,
to enable us to send them to others.” They add that they ‘have adopted
this system (which puts you on a par wit}l London buyers) with a view to
preventing disappointment after purchasing, as it is clearly impossible, in the
short space available, to accurately describe lots so that a country buyer who
has not seen them may know exactly what he is purchasing.”

That is certainly a very fair offer, and should lead to business. But it
must mean getting out the catalogues a long distance ahead, a lot of risk, and
not unfrequently, I should fear, more than occasional disappointment to
the London caller unless there is to be a close time for Londoners when all

lots must be returned and not go out again.

But what wear and tear all this must mean to stamps passing through
even the most careful auctions. Some years ago Mr Castle, in discussing his
favorites of the old issue persuasion, drew attention to the undeniable fact
that the supply of the old rarities must every year, by wear and tear, be
steadily getting fewer and fewer. And there can be no question about it.
The wear and tear of stamps passing and repassing through collections,
auctions, and dealers stock-books, must be a very heavy item in the account.
It is, of course, impossible to estimate the waste, the 1pev1table waste, in this
never ceasing wear and tear. I should say that there isa loss out of the ranks
of mint condition bordering on five per cent every year. And yet tha,
estimate is appalling, for it means that in ten years there has been a loss of
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one half in mint condition, and that in twenty years there would not be left
a single stamp of mint condition. Obviously such an estimate must be wrong.
And yet. at the start it does not seem a high estimate to any one who knows
the amount of thumbing. mounting and remounting in and out of collections,
and dealers stock books, that goes on.

I have no doubt that the estimate would be considerably too high in the
case of great rarities, or possibly of most of the popular rarities, for they are,
of course, handled with much more care, but I doubt if iti s very much out
of the way in the long run concerning the commoner class of good stamps.
Mind, I am not saying spoiled stamps, but stamps that by some little stain or
crease, or thinning in hinging, drops out of the raunk of absolutely mint con-
dition.

One thing that points to the presence of this wear and tear is the con-
tinual complaint that old stamps in mint condition are getting scarcer and
scarcer every year. You hear that complaint on every hand. It has passed
into a truism. It is the result of wear and tear. The average collector is
not a fastidious handler of stamps. I know it from long experience. And
too many are actually destructive animals.

—

I know some few collectors who are out and out fastidious. There are
a few of us who never fail to keep a little ivory paper knife to hand to col-
lectors when we are showing our treasures, and it not unfrequently happens
that this little bit of ivory intervenes between the licked thumb and a delicate
mint copy of some rarity, for it is the rarities that attract attention and get
turned over for inspection. I well and shiveringly remember that [ was a
little too late with my bit of ivory once when one of our wealthiest collectors
was inspecting my Transvaals. Hislicked thumb came down on my choicest
rarity on a fine page and over it went, bending almost double in the process!
What must be the wear and tear of rarities in his own collection, which is
one of the finest in this country.

Some of us are dubbed “ condition cranks,” but we have been converted
into “ condition cranks ” by long experience and those who rail at “condition
cranks '’ know that when they want to see really matchless collections it is
only those owned by ‘‘ condition cranks” that come up to his expections.

By this morning’s post I have received the first number of a new
philatelic monthly magazine, by name Zke West End Philatelsst. 1t claims
to fill the usual “ long felt want . In this case the “long felt want " turns
out to be need of a stamp journal published in the West End of London,
quite a new sort of want. Articles descriptive of the older stamps are to be
a special feature. ‘ Modern issues,” we are told, * are all so much of a much-
ness that they have little to recommend them on the score of interest, and still
less from an artistic point of view.” Do the older stamps, especially the great
rarities, recommend themselves from an artistic point of view? But the real
gravamen of the offence of new issues is that “the majority of them can
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pever, by any likelihood, increase in value.” This is reducing stamp collect-
ir g to the dregs of commercialism with a vengeance. However, our new
comer is going to pin its faith to the old and sing the song of the obsolete—
to West Enders.

Our new friend is neatly gotten up, and well put together. Its editor is
Mr. B. W. Poole, who announces that he ** has joined the permanent staff of
Mr. D Field.” Mr. Field is the publisher of the new aspirant. It is the old
story of the dealer having a journal of his own to boom his own wares.

But I am getting a bit fogged over editorships that have been Poole-d.
It seems but a little while since that Mr. Poole was running a journal of his
own. then it was said that he had taken over the editing of 7e Philatelic
Journal of Great Britain, and now he has gone West. Well, he has done
good work, and so long as he gives us a good philatelic dish, more power to
his elbow.

Of course he has started on one of the topical countries. He begins in
this first number an article on Corea. Russian, Japanese, and Corean stamps
are having a good time of it as the result of the outbreak of hostilities in the
East. And before the war ends we shall be all the wiser for the concentra-
tion of attention on these countries. Japanese stamps have been fairly fully
written up, more particularly by Mr. E. D. Bacon, some years ago, but
Russian stamps sadly need a good handbook. And there is no denying the
attractiveness of the issues. The stamps are pretty, unique in fact; they are
clean, and they are not difficult, nor are they much out of reach.

Those who want a country full of minor varieties of type, perforation,
paper, and printing, will find their most 'voracious tastes in those directions
satiated in the issues of Japan. For quaintness of design they are truly
Japanese. Some of us remember the great show that Mr. E. D. Bacon
made with his Japs at the first great Exhibition in London, with his array of
sheet after sheet. Amongst the leading specializes of Japanese stamps Mr.
Wickham Jones has, I believe, the finest collection in this country, and he is
an enthusiast on Japs. When he specilizes he goes the whole hog in his own
quiet way, and some fine day you are awakened to the fact that he has got a
fine show of some country that you never suspected him of knowing anything
about. I

) Lonpon, 26, March, 1904.

The wrangle over new issues continues, but seems now to have degener-

ated into a trade question, for it is the dealers who are most nagging at each

other on the relative merits of the old and the new. At best it is a somewhat

obvious crying out “ buy my wares and let the other fellow’s alone, I sell you

what will increase in value, 'tother chap’s stuff is all rot that is bound to
depreciate.”
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Collectors will do well to put the proper value on this sort of cant and
humbug. and go their own way. There are few collectors whose custom is
worth having to a dealer who do not know the real value of the disinterested
advice which is thus being rammed down their throats. They know full well
that both new and old issues have each good points, and each its own risks,
and should both be judiciously collected if investment is the end they aim at.
They know full well, and to their cost that there has not been any slump in
mnew issues to bear a moment’s comparison with the ruinous depreciation that
has taken place in many of thé old favorites.

Mr. Field, the dealer (whose latest speculation I have already referred
to as the West End Philarelist), uses the pages of his new journal to gibe at
new issues, and, forsooth, to back up his diatribe, he tells us of the numbers
of unused Colonials since 18go that he has been offered at less than face.
But there is not a leading collector who could not tell him of old issues
offered at not merely a small discount but at a quarter and still less of what
they were bought at. Can he point to any such losses in new issues as have
been borne in grim silence by the devotees of old issues? I am not wedded,
as I have frequently said, to the one side or the other in this miserable and
selfish controversy, but like other collectors who wish well to the hobby, I
am heartily sick of this pettifogging crying of “ wolf ” and unless the anti-new-
issue parties drop their tactics I will give them a pill to swallow in the matter
of the depreciation of old issues that will serve them for many a long day.

But what earthly need is there for all this twaddle about speculation in
new issues. Says the dealer who does not get so deep a finger in the pie as
he would like. “It is a ruinous speculation you know.” Ruinous to whom?
Not to you. Then why the dickens are you squealing at such a rate. The
only persons who will be ruined will be the speculators, and, as we know, and
as Mr. Field himself tells us, it is not the genuine collector who does the
speculating. Then, in the name of common sense! let the speculation
flourish. At the worst it is a third party who is hoarding up, for the benefit
of all collectors in the future, stocks which the ordinary dealer cannot afford
to lay by, and which in the good bye and bye, that said speculator will (if
they are right) have to unload at ruirous loss for others benefit ; and the
collector of the future will be able to buy issues that he had overlooked, at
satisfactorily low price as the final result
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Some Stamp Designs.

By C. A. Howes.

[Continued from page 20.]

Below Siam, in the Malay peninsula, is a region full of interest not only
for the scientist but the philatelist as well. The stamps of the Straits Settle-
ments and those of the Protccted States form a group that is quite popular
with British collectors and also with many Americ-ns There is plenty of
material for the scientific philatelist, while the typical designs of many of
the stamps make them attractive to those who care more for collecting as an
amusement than as  serious study.

The Malays were not the aboriginal inhabitants of the peninsula but
invaded it, for the most part peacefully, in the twelfth century, coming from
their ancestral home in Sumatra. The aboriginees, called Jacoons ( /akuns),
retreated into the jungles and mountains before the Malays and remain to
this day untutored savages. The new possessors of the land- founded the
Empire of Malacca with which the Arabs came in contact in the thirteenth
century when pushing their commerce around the shores of the Indian Ocean.
The Arabs brought not only their goods with them but their religion, and
gradually they converted the Malays to Mohammedanism and also gave them
the Arabic script in which the Malay language has since been written.

This Empire of Malacca lasted until the Portuguese arrived at the
beginning of the sixteenth century, when pushing their voyages of explora-
tion toward the East The Crescent and Star went down before the Christian
arms and Malacca became a Portuguese possession, while the Malays scattered
to the north, east and south to establish other states. One hundred and thirty
years later, in 1641, the Portuguese were served with their own sauce by the
Dutch, who held Malacca until 1795, when the British captured it. It was
restored to the Dutch in 1818 but exchanged by them in 1824 for some British
settlements in Sumatra. Previous to this. however, in 1786, the East India
Company had obtain the cession of the island of Penang, north of Malacca,
from the Rajah of Kedah and a strip of the mainland opposite—the province
of Wellesley —was similarly acquired two years later. In 1819 the island of
Singapore was purchased from the Sultan of Johore.

Here, then, we have the answer to the question which has several times
been asked me—what are the Strauts Settlements and why was that name
given the colony? The four settlements were separated and distinct—Sing-
apore, Malacca, Penang and Province Wellesley—and from the fact that
they all lay along the Malacca Strait the term * Straits Settlements " was
certainly a happy solution of a name for them collectively. They were under
the ]unsdxctlon of the East India Company until 1858, when that company
relinquished.its governing powers in favor of the Crown, and on April 1, 1867,
were erected into a Crown Colony under the name of the Straits Settlements
To this occurrence we owe the first surcharged issue of the Colony, which
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appeared about a month after its es'ablishment and conspicuousiy announeed
the 1act by the miniature crown above the Queen'shead The Indian stamps
had, of course, been previously employed there and, for that reason, had beem
used for the temporary issue, but the proxmity of the Settlements to the
Philippines and China, where the Mexican dollar had already become the
commercial currency, led to the rejection of the Indian system of monetary
units and accounts for the surcharging of the stamps in new values with the
Mexican dollar as the basis.

Turning now to the Native or Protected States we find that Johere
(more properly Jokor), lying at the southern extremity of the peninsula, is,
perhaps, the most important. It will be remembered that the Portuguese
captured Malacca in 1511 and destroyed the Malay Empire. The Sultan of
Malacca, Mohammed Shah 11, fled southward and established a new empire
which was named Johore. Helocated his capital on the strait which separates
the island of Singapore from the mainland, and since that time the town of
Johore Bahru has been the residence of his successors.

As previously stated, the island of Singapore was sold to the East India
Company in 1819 by Sultan Husain. This propinquity gave the British am
opportunity and an excuse for keeping an eye on the Sultans and their doings.
In 1855 they deposed Sultan Ali and placed his principal chief, Tumongong,
on the throne. It is this latter’s son, Abu Bakar, who is represented on the:
issue of 1892. He was a man of exceptional intelligence and took great
interest in the government and development of his country. He made several
visits to Europe and in 1879, was given the title of Maharajah by Queem
Victoria. He was small of stature according to ourstandards, but of average
Malay build. His complexion was a light olive and his hair and mustache
were white. The picture on the stamp shows no beard, but I understand®
that, not long previous to the appearance of the stamps, he was possessed of &
long white one which well became his bronzed features On his head is the
red “fez ' of the Mohammedan, and on its front the star and crescent shine
forth.

Sultan Abu Bakar was very popular in Singapore, where he had a towm
residence In Johore Bahru, which is joined to Singapore by a fine coache
road 14 miles in length, he built a beautiful palace which is the principak
feature of the town. Another popular feature of the place is the fact that it
is a sort of Oriental Monte Carlo and, as such, is much resorted to fromm
Singapore. _

The government of Johore has been so comparatively free from abuses:
under its native rulers that it has not been found necessary to place a British:
Resident at its capital, as had been done with the other states of the peninsula
which are under British rule. Itis treated as an independent state under the
protection of Great Britain, for, by a treaty concluded in 188s, the control of
its foreign affairs was placed in the hands of that country. By the same:
agreement Abu Bakar assumed the title of the *'Sultan of the State and
Territories of Johore.” His crown can be seen in the upper angles of the
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stamps, and the Mohammedan star and crescent will be noticed surmounting
it where all the christian nations place a cross.

In June, 1895, while on one of his periodical European trips Cultan
Abu Bakar died in London, being then some sixty years old. He left one
sson, a young man of twenty-two who had married an Austrian lady  This
-son, Ibrahim, could not succeed to the throne until the mortal remains of
his father had been brought home, so they were embalmed in London and
-then taken backto Johore. On March 16, 1896, Sultan Ibrahim was crowned
in Johore Bahru and, though new stamps bearing his portrait had been
.ordered, they were not ready, so the set bearing his father's features were
surcharged ‘‘KkEMAHKOTAAN" or “Coronation” in Malay and issued on that
-day. On August 26 of the same year the new stamps were issued in a design
somewhat similar to the old. The little crowns can still be seen in the upper
-corners and on the head of the youthful Sultan is the same red fez with its
iewelled ornament showing the star and crescent.

According to the papers Sultan Ibrahim arrived in France in January of
this year for a tour of Europe, so he is evidently emulating his father in this
respect at least.

With regard to the other states of the peninsula under British rule the
story is somewhat different Like Johore they were formed after the over-
‘throw of the Empire of Malacca by the Portuguese, and all their ruling
families claim descent from that dynasty. Perak, the northwestern state
and Selangor, to the south of it, were both held by the Dutch fora time after
they drove the Portuguese out, and Perak was conquered by Siam in 1818

.only to be given its freedom by treaty with Great Britain six years later.
From this time the Native States were free but troubles were constantly
brewing, the outcome of which was finally the interference of the British and
the taking of Perak, Selangor and Sungei Ujong under practical British pro-
‘gection in 1874.

Sir Andrew Clarke, then Governor of the Straits Settlements, tells the
story briefly as follows: * The internal troubles of the Peninsula reached a
-crisis in 1872 when, in addition to the squabbles of the Malay chieftains, the
Chinese miners in Larut divided themselves into two camps and carried on
- organised warfare, involving much bloodshed. The defeated party betook
itself to piracy, and the coast was virtually in a state of blockade. The
coasting trade was everywhere stopped, and even the fishermen were afraid
to put to sea. As the Chief-Justice of the Straits said: *These outrages
.and piracies have been a scandal to the British name, happening, as they
‘have, at so small a distance from our shores.’

“ Arrangements were made for a meeting of the Perak chiefs, and a
series of articles were laid before them which, after a fall explanation, were
unanimously accepted. The articles stipulated for the appointment of British
Residents at Perak and Larut, under whose advice the general administration
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and the collection of revenue was to be caried on. After some little difficulty

-1 succeeded in obtaining an interview with the Sultan of Selangore and con-
cluding a similar arrangement with him, while a small naval force proceeded
un the Lingie and destroyed, without opposition, some stockades, with the
result that similar measures of pacification became practicable in Sunge:
Ujong.”

Thus we have the beginning of British domination in the native Rajah-
ships. As one writer explains it : * It is very simple ; the majority of the
old native sovereigns have not only been preserved. but have received higher
titles and a more complete confirmation of their hereditary rights. By their
side are placed Residents charged with ‘advising’ them, to use the officiak
term. but who, in reality, administer the country.” The post office became
one of the improvements following British administration, as a matter of
course, but not until four years had elapsed were stamps of a distinctive type
employed. In 1878 the three States were su, plied with the 2c, brown, Straits
Settlements stamps surcharged with an oval containing a star and crescent
with the initials of the State beneath, thus proclaiming the nominal independ-
ance as well as the Mohammedan character of the States in question. ‘lhese
stamps did not seem to attract philatelic notice until some years later, after
they had been superseded by Straits stamps surcharged with the names of
the Native States in full.

But one stamp deserves more than passing notice : this is No. 1 under
Sungei Ujong which is described as the %4 anna blue, India, with the crescent
and star surcharge. This was first chronicled in the Piilatelic Record for
December 188.. I have not been able to accept any credentials for this.
stamp as yet, and to those who may have followed the short history of events:
in this region which has been given above, I submit that the g priori reasons
for its doubtful character are stronger than any evidence for it that 1 have
yet seen. To begin with, the unsurcharged Indian stamps employed while
the Straits Settlements were subject to the Indian Government were superseded
by the same stamps surcharged with a crown and new value in Mexicam
money about a month after the new colony came into being, that is in Septem-
ber 1867. Four months later, in January 1868, the j.ermanent set of the
Straits Settlements appeared. It was not until six years afterward om
January 20, 1874, that the protectorate of Perak was established and later in
the same year that of Sungei Ujong, the smallest and least important of the
three States. as well as the nearest to the seat of Government at Singapore.

The query that rises before the philatelist is then : How does it happen.
that the larger and more remote States were supplied from Singapore withs
the then current 2c brown, while the smaller and nearer State not only re-
ceived the same stamps but the 245 anna Indiaas well? It has been suggested
that it was a remainder of the Indian stamps previously used ( Monthty Journal
for May, 1892) but this argument is sufficiently met by thefact that there was
no British occupation or settlement in Sungei Ujong until 1874. as we have
seen. and then it was by the Government. of the Straits Settlements and
neither the East India Company nor the Indian Government had anything
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#o do with it. This argument is further quashed by the fact that the stamp
surcharged is the re-engraved %4 anna issued in 1873. What was the Straits
Settlements doing with unused Indian stamps after that date> Or what was
the Indian Government doing in independent territory in that region in 1873
-which the Straits Settlements brought under their control within a year?
“This seems to be one of the cases where history supplements philately, and
from the above facts I, for one, fail to find a leg for this anomaly to stand
-on  The lack ot any change from the Indian currency to the Mexican cur-
‘rency in use in that region since 1867, is but an added argument for the
«doubtful character of the stamp.

There also seems to be something a little pecu'iar in regard to the cres-
«<cent and star surcharge of Selangor on the zc brown, Straits, watermarked
Crown C A Tt is understood that this type of surcharge was the first
employed, and that the initials, or name in full, succeeded it in all the States
in 1880-1. As the 2¢c brown, watermarked Crown C A was not issued in
Singapore until 1883 the reversion to the crescent and star surcharge in
Selangor must be of that date or later, and could only have occurred legiti-
amately by an unsurcharged supply of the 2c brown having been sent from
Singapore by mistake—but no one seems ever to have found out whether
ssuch was actually the case or not

There remain but two States to account for, Negri Sembilan and
Pahang. The former was a relatively small territory north of Malacca and
<ast of Sungei Ujong Its name, Negri Sembilan, means the ¢ Nine States "
and anciently it was a confederation of that number. Various vicissitudes
dhad broken up the old system but in 1887 the Straits Government sent a
“Commissioner to the territory who succeeded in reviving the old federal
system and placing over the resuscitated State a British Resident. These
Nine States are given as Johol, Ulu Muar, Jempol, Terachi. Inas, Gunong
Pasir, Rembau, Tampin and Gemencheh. As before, it took about four years
to bring forth the postage stamps and we have the first one for Negri
Sembilan surcharged on the 2c Straits Settlements in 1891.

In January 1895. however Negri Sembilan and Sungei Ujong were
placed under one Resident, and, in July of the same year, the two States were
consolidated by treaty under the name of Negri Sembilan. This explains
why the new tiger-head design for the Native States, which began to appear
in 1895. never got beyond one value, 3 cents, for the State of Sungei Ujong.

There was but one State left in the peninsula for the British to control,
and this was Pahang, the largest of all, on the eastern side of the territory.
The Sultan Ahmed Maatham Shah, had kept clear of the British as long as
possible so as to preserve his independence, but finally consented, in October
1887, to a treaty with the Straits Government by which he accepted a consular
agent at his Court, and his foreign relations were taken over. A year later a
Resident was appointed and the last State was within the fold. This time it
took but two years for the stamps to appear, Straits Settlements stamps sur
<harged Pahang being issued in 189o.
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In 1892 there was issued for all the States the neat and characteristic
design showing the tiger bounding forth from the jungle. This design always
seemed particularly attractive and appropriate, as the tiger is very abundant
in the jungles of the peninsula. It will be noted that the stamps are only
inscribed ‘¢ postage ’* which accounts for the few values and the limit of 5
cents. The sets issued for the States in 1895 were for both postage and
revenue purposes and hence run into the higher values. Though still
characteristic the design is hardly as pleasing as the previous set, the large
tiger's head not being particularly well chosen to show off the royal beast to
advantage. - It will be noted that the crescent and star again appear on this
issue, at the top of the design, where they are flanked by two shaded stars.

The higher values of the 1895 set present a group of four elephants, one
being a baby evidently accompanying its mother. I have been unable to find
the exact facts relating to this group, but think I am correct in stating it to
be three of the state elephants of the Sultan of Perak, whose /Aowda/ is seen
on the middle animal. while one of the makouts, or drivers, is in uniform.
The regalia of the Sultan at the time of the British protectorate over Perak
consisted of fifty elephants, which had once been wild but had been captured
and tamed, besides swords dragons, bells, £rises (the sinuous Malay dagger)
with gold scabbards, and a few other gold articles. Elephants are numerous
in the peninsula, but they inhabit the deep recesses of the jungle and forests.

Under the protectorate system adopted in the case of the States we have
been considering, the Sultan, in each case, is bound to accept the advice of
the Resident who is, therefore, paramount. Due deference, however, is paid
to the wishes of the Sultans and Chiefs, who receive from the Government
monthly allowances paid for revenue collected. The Resident is assisted by
a staff of European officials, and the Sultan by a State Council of the highest
native authorities.

In order to simplify matters and work more harmoniously, a treaty was
entered into on July 1, 1896 between Perak, Selangor, Negri Sembilan and
Pahang on one side and the British Government on the other, whereby the
four States formed an administrative federation under the name of the
Federated Malay States with one Resident General as supervisor of the local
Residents. The event was celebrated by a Federal durbar, or State levee,
held in Kwala Kangsar, Perak, in 1897.
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Again we have to wait for the stamps nearly four years, for it was not
until the beginnig of 1goo that the State issues of Negri Sembilan and Perak
began to appear surcharged * Federated Malay States.”” A year later they
were followed by the permanent set, which retained the group of elephants
for its high values, but gave us an improved and attractive design for the
lower values, again showing the tiger springing forth from his lair in the
jungle. With this last set it would seem that the changes had nearly all been
rung, and we may hope for some permanency now in the issues of the
peninsula.
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Historical Notes on the Republic of San
Marino and its Postage Stamps.

By JULES BOUVEZ,

[Continued from page 95.]

The issue of July 15th, 1892, was especially made to allow of the applica--
tion of the new rates providing for the extension of the postal-packet ser--
vice. This issue was made up as follows :

1). 5 centimes, olive green, 250 sheets, or 100,000 stamps.
2). 30 “ yellow, 63 “ 25,200 *

3)- 40 “ brown, 63 “ “ 25,200
4). 45 “ pale green, 63 “ ‘“ 25,200
5). 1 lira, red with yellow ground, 13 sheets or 5,200

3

[

All these values, of the same type as the preceding issues, were typo-
graphed on plain white paper and perforated 14, with crown watermark

Collectors will remember that, at the time when the stamps of the issue
of July 15th, 1892, of San Marino appeared, all the philatelic journals of
Europe indicated that Mr. Otto Bickel, then Director of the San Marino
Philatelist, was the principal holder of the stock of the two surcharges pre-
viously issued. Moreover, Mr. Bickel explicitly recognized that this was so
in an announcement which he inserted in the San Marino Philatelist on June
6th, 1892, and he expressed himself particularly as follows on this point :
* The two provisional issues which appeared on June 14th and July 6th
respectively were sold in a short time, so that no more could be procured at
the post office. These provisionals, which were in circulation but a short
time, will, therefore, be very rare and it is to the interest of collectors to pro-
cure them as soon as possible. I sell them at fixed prices in the special offer
in this number, without guaranteeing that I shall be able to supply them at
the same prices during the next month, and everything leads us to believe
that the price will be increased in a little while

“OT1TO BICKEL,
**San Marino, (Italy).”

The offer spoken of in this circular included not only the two provisionals,.
but also the whole series of the issue of July 15th, 1892, which Mr. Bickel,
it is said, had also cornered in great part. For the edification of our readers,
we will show, in the following table, the prices at which Mr. Bickel joffered
the said values on sale in July, 1892, and the prices at which they can be
obtained to day :

Price in 1892 Price in 1904

Indication of the values Caneclled stamps Cancelled stamps

5c on 3oc brown 1 dollar 6o cents
5c on 10c blue 75 cents 75 cents
5c olive green 4 cents 4 cents
3oc orange 10 tents 12 cents
4oc brown 15 cents 18 cents
45c pale green 18 cents 20 cents

1 lira red, yellow ground - 40 cents 2 dollars
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As will be seen only the 1 lira stamp has undergone an important rise,
and that is easily explained by the fact that only 5200 cop'es were issued,
200 of which remained in the archives of the Republic. This stamp was in
use only eight months. Moreover, its use for the prepayment of correspond-
ence was very limited. Therefore, this value, like the provisionals is very
rarely found with the official postmark of the San Marino Post Office

The 1 lira red on yellow is, without contradiction, the most interesting
stamp of all the series which have appeared in the Republlc and everything
leads us to believe that its value will continue to increase. We think we do
well to call the attention of philatelists to this point.

On March 15th. 1894, the Republic of San Marino, in accordance with
the convention concluded on March 2nd, 1877, with the kingdom of Italy,
decreed the issue of new postal values which were to ensure the rating of
certain kinds of shipments and the use of which was to facilitate the pre-
payment of correspondence For this reason the r5c and 65c, 2 lire and 5
lire values were placed on sale and new zc and roc stamps appeared at the
same time.

The values issued on March t5th, 1894, were perforated 14 and printed
on the same paper as those of the precedirig issues.

The new issue comprised :

1) 2c blue, 100,000 stamps prmted
2) 10c dark green 20,000

3). 15c carmine brown, 20,000 “ «
4). 65c brown red, 15,000 +
5). 2 lire brown, yellow ground 10,000 “ .

6). 5 lire carmine, greenish blue ground, 5,000 “

Of all these values, the 2c stamp. although it was the only one of which
100,000 were printed. was the one that had the most restricted use. The
cause of this was the decision arrived at by the Congress of Washington in
1896, by virtue of which decision the postage stamps specially destined to be
used in the international service should be, as far as possible, printed in the
following colors : 2s5cstamps, dark blue ; roc stamps. red ; and those of sc,
green. Consequently, in order to reserve for these three values the colors
adopted for the international service, on December r5th, 1894, a new stock
of the 2c, 20c and 1 lire stamps was struck off, being placed on sale on
January 1st, 1895. The issue comprised: 200.c00 stamps of the 2c carmine,
40,000 stamps of zoc violet, and sooo stamps of 1 lira pale blue. It was not,
however, until four years later, in October, 1898, that, at the request of the
Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs of Italy, the government of the Republic
of San Marino decreed the issue of new stamps of 5c, 1oc and 25c in modified
colors and gave the order to the ‘ Officina governation Carte ¢ Valori de
Turin” to print the following values, which were delivered to be put in use
on and after January 1st, 1899 : 100,020 stamps of sc dark green, 100,000
stamps of toc carmine rose, 50,000 stamps of z5c ultramarine blue At the
same time, the corresponding values of the preceding issues were definitely
declared withdrawn from use.

It is probable that the stamps of whlch we have just spoken would still
be in use if the kingdom of Italy had not. by a decree of June, 19or, given
currency from July st following to a new type of postage stamp of a larger
form than those of the preceding issues. This decree stated that the old
values corresponding would remain current until June 3oth 19o2. and after
that date the public might exchange them for the new stamps until June 3oth,

1903.
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This decision led the Republic of San Marino to issue, in its turn, in
June, 1903, a new series of stamps of larger size, the prmtmg of which was
entrusted, as before, to the governmental printing house in Turin.

This series, at the present time current, comprises two types : the first is
peculiar to the 2 centesimi stamp. It iscomposed. as the annexed cut shows,
of a large figure *" 2 " with four pearls on it ; two branches of laurel and oak
interlaced with a wavy ribbon surround the figure; below is the word
“ CENTESIML,” and, in the upper part, * LIBERTAS —REP DIS MARINO—BOLLO
pPosTALE.” The second type, common to the eleven following values of the
series, presents a view of the rock of San Marino, Mount Titan, on which the
town is built. The rock is terminated by three peaks, each crowned by a
watch-tower surmounted by a vane in the form of a feather, which serves to
indicate the direction of the wind In the front appears Borgo, the suburb
of San Marino

These stamps measure 22 % by 25 mm. of engraving and are perforated
14. The set comprises the following values. ofwhich we indicate at the same
time the varieties of color : 2c mauve and lilac, sc green and pale green,
1oc carmine, 2cc orange and pale bistre, 25¢c bue and pale blue, 3oc red and
pale red, 4oc vermillion and dark orange, 45c yellow and pale yellow, 65c
dark brown and light brown, 1 lira olive, 2 lire violet, 5 lire slate and gray
blue.

To be perfect in the history of the stamps of San Marino. we must not
pass by in silence the commemorative issue, which was essentially speculative
and which took place on September zoth, 1894, in honor of the inauguration
of the new palace and the installation of the new regents on the occasion of
the visit of King Humbert to San Marino.

On September sth, 1894, the Commission of the Principe e Sovrano
Palace gave notice that, on the occasion of the fétes at San Marino, which
were to take place on September 3oth and October 1st, there would be issued
commemorative postage stamps of 25c, soc and 1 hra, as well as a postal
card numbered progressively.

According to the circular signed * Chevalier V. Sarafini, Secretary to
the Commission.” this issue was to take place from September 2oth to Octo-
ber gth, 1894, and the net product was to be given to a work of charity. The
Commission undertook to ship direct, in registered packets, prepaid with a
stamp of g lire, ltalian, the issue of which had been only zo000 copies, all the
orders which should come to it on condition that they were over 5o francs,
payable in Italian banknotes or in notes of the Bank of France.

These three jubilee stamps, perforated 15%x (1, cuts of which are shown
herewith, and by the sale of which the Commission expected to take in 3z0,-
ooo fr., if we may judge by the quantity issued, were singularly disappoint-
ing, for none of these values were sought after by collectors and the sale
hardly reached one quarter of what was hoped for. These stamps were,
moreover, far from being perfect in design and engraving ; they were in fact,
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but mediocre chromolithographs in two colors, printed on plain white papel
borrowed from the fiscal stamps of Italy. This paper bore as a watermark
the escutcheon of the house of Savoy and on the edge of the sheets, the
inscription “ MARCHE DA BOLLO " and “ MINISTERO DELLA FINANZE.'

The 25c, printed in blue and dark brown, measures 34%4x29% mm:;
400,000 copies of it were struck off It represents, upon a quatre-foil, the
palace with its square tower ; at the corners of the borders four medallions
are produced. The two upper medallions are ornamented with minute por-
traits of the regents, Commander Tommini and Chevalier Marcucm the
lower medallions bear two escutcheons, the one with the word ‘‘ LIBERTAS "
placed obliquely. the other the coat of arms of San Marino. The principal
subject is surrounded by the inscription * PALAZZO DEL CONSIGLIO PRINCIPE
SOVRANO, REPUBLICA DI S. MARINO, XXX SEPTEMBRE MDcccXcCIv.” Two
rectangles, placed in the upper and lower parts of the stamp, give the indica
tion of the value.

Of the soc stamp, color old rose and dark brown, 200,000 copies were
prmted ; it measures 24x 30 mm. and reproduces the same subJect and the
same inscriptions as the zgc stamp ; the design, however, is different, for the
palace appears in an isosceles triangle and the portraits and escutcheons
placed one under the other fill in the spaces at the two sides of the triangle

As to the 1 hra stamp, green and dark brown, dimensions 29%xz24%
mm., 100,000 copies were printed. It shows in the center a hall of the palace,
the frame of which is surrounded by four arches those on the sides repro-
ducing the portraits and the two others the escutcheons

(70 be continued.)

e
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CoLOMBIAN REPUBLIC.—BARRANQUILLA.—We desire to warn our readers
against some so-called “ #2¢e béche ” pairs of these stamps. The fact is that
‘two or more panes of the stamp are printed upon a single sheet of paper and
it not infrequently happens that these panes are printed in #éfe bécke position.

We have before us a pair of the sp claret which, at first glance, would
easily pass for a true #é7e béche pair, however, the color of one stamp is much
-deeper than that of the other and they are not exactly upon the same level.
We have, also, two pairs of the 10p yellow-green ; thereis a space of 11 mm.
between the two stamps of one pair while, in the other, the impressions
-overlap for a distance of 3 mm.

> S * S + S « S + |

FRrRENCH OFFICES IN CHINA. CANTON.—ZLa Cole Réelle states that the
2c brown, has been seen without the word “ canTon ”, i.e. with the Chinese
-surcharge only.

> SR+ SR « SR * S +

HavTi.—We have seen the following varieties of the last two series :
The 1c imperforate horizontally and the sc and 2oc with inverted surcharge.
These are of the Commemorative set and, of the regular series, we find the
1c, 2¢, §c and toc with inverted surcharge.

Regarding those stamps without surcharge, of which we spoke last month,
we desire to say that we have seen sheets in which one or more stamps have
escaped the surcharge. Under these conditions we are obliged to admit that
these unsurcharged stamps, when se Zemant with those bearing the surcharge,
are worthy of recognition as varieties. We have seen the following values of
the Commemorative series in this condition : 1c, 2¢, 5¢, 10c and 2o0c and,
of the regular series, the 1c, 2c, 1oc and soc.

We have also, seen the 3c and g5c of the series of 19o2 with double sur-
-charge. .

[ « SR B B «

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.—ZEwen’s Weekly Stamp News says that the
93rd stamp on the sheet of the recently issued $1.00 on $2.00 has an inverted
[ E ” in [ ONE ’l.

L2+ S « B « B+

VENEZUELA —We have seen a pair of the soc red, series of 1896 (our

No. r22), imperforate vertically.
e O8 8 8 %

VIRGIN IsLANDs.—We have received the following from a corre:pon-
-dent :

“ NoTICE is hereby given that tenders will be received at the Colonial
Secretary’s office up to the 1st of August 1904 for the remainder of the pre-
sent issue of the Virgin Islands stamps which will be recalled as soon as a
stamp of a new issue is received from the Crown Agents.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Antigua, March 1904.”
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ANGOLA.— Nederlandsch Tijdsh-
rift voor Postzegelkunde chronicles
a set of postage due stamps. of the
design which we noted in January
excepting for the change of name,
for this colony.

Postage Due stamps.

Perforated.

sr yellow green

10r lilac gray
2or red brown
3or orange red
sor olive
6or lilac brown
1001 red violet
130r blue
200r carmine
soor violet

BBRMUDA —The Monthly Jour-
nal/ announces that the 4p (type A7)
has finally been issued with the C. A.
watermark.

Adhestve stamp

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.
4p orange red

BRITISH HONDURAS,—Several of
our contemporaries announce a new
value of the King's head series.

Adhestve stamp.

Watermarned Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.
1c bluish green

OAPEB VBRDB.— Nederlandsch Tij-
dschriftvoor Postzegelkunde chronicles
a postage due set of the same design
as for Angola.

Postage Duc stamps.
Perforated.
sr yellow green
1or lilac gray
2or red brown
3or orange red
sor olive
6or lilac brown
10or red violet
130r blue
200r carmine
soor violet

—

OBYLON.—The Philatelic Record
chronicles the current 3oc with the
*“ Service "’ overprint.

Official stamp.

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.

Black surcharge.
3oc violet and green

COLOMBIAN REBPUBLIC.—A cor-
respondent sends us some new stamps
from this part of the world with the
gratifying statement that, owing to
the labor involved in figuring the con-
stantly fluctuating rates of exchange
upon the paper money, the govern-
ment resolved to place the Post Office
upon a gold basis and these stamps
are the first to be issued under this
new state of affairs. *They are of the
same types as the stamps of 19oz; the
1c being our type Ag1 with the value
altered from * PEsSo” to ““CENTAvo”.
The 2c is our A84; the sc is type
A86; the 1cc is A87 and the Yc 1s
in a new design of a somewhat similar
nature to the others. The registra.
tion stamp is RSg and the registration



return receipt stamp is RRz, both of
the latter having their values altered.
Unfortunately, just before the ap-
pearance of the above set the depre-
ciation of the paper money forced the
government to surcharge two of the
five pesos stamps with a large “ A.R.”
in a circle, for use as registration
return receipt stamps. The stamps
so treated were our Nos. 156 and 307.
We list, therefore :
Adkestve stamps.
Imperforate.
Pelure paper.
Yc yellow-brown
1C green
2c blue
5c carmine
10Cc purple
Registration stamp.
Imperforate.
Pelure paper.
10C purple
Registration Return Receipt stamps.
Imperforate.
Pelure paper.
5c pale blue

Surcharged

in blue

Perforated.

5p red on pale rose
lmperforate.

5p green on blue

Antioquia.—Three new values of
the series noted by us in December
and January have made their ap-
pearance. The two lower values are
* of the same design.

Adhestve stamps.
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Perforated 12.
4c¢ yellow brown
sc blue
10p carmine (Juan del Corral)
Barravquilla.—The ten centavos (our
type A76), has come to hand upon
two new papers, and the five pesos
(type A8t and numbers 273 and 275),
has been surcharged with the* A. R.”
in a circle which we illustrate under
* Colombian Republic.”
Adhkesive stamps.
Imperforate.
Laid paper.
1oc dark blue on salmon
roc  ‘  “ * greenish
Registration Return Receipt stamps.
Blue surcharge.
5p claret

Sp gray green
Boyaca.—We have received a new
stamp from this State.
Adhkesive stamp.

Perforated 12.
10c buff

Oartagena.—We are favored (?) with
some more surcharges from this dis-
trict. The stamps operated upon are
the 1oc (our No. 180); the 2cc and
10p of Barranquilla (our Nos. 260 and
267), and the 10p of the regular
Colombian series (our No. 308). So
far the only copies of the roc and
2oc which we have seen have the sur-
charge inverted

Registration stamps.

R

CARTAGENA

Surcharged

in blue
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Perforated.
1oc yellow brown, magenta surcharge
20c purple
Imperforate.
1op yellow green
10p green on pale green

TOLIMA,—We have seen the fol-
lowing varieties of the series illustrated
by us in January :
Adhestve stamps.
Imperforate
4¢ black on green
20c yellow
soc black on buff
1Icp ‘¢ green
Imperforate horizontally.
10p black on gray blue

FALELAND ISLANDS.—The
Deutsch Briefmarken-Zestung chron-
icles the appearance of the first of the
King's head series. The designs are
similar to the old ones

Adhestve stamps.

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.

1 p yellow green

1p red
2%p ultramarine

Watermarked Crown and C. C.

3s blue green

FRANOB.—Offices in China—OCanton.
— L' Echo de la Timbrologie says that
the s5oc Indo China of 1900, has re-
ceived the surcharge for this city.

Adhesive stamp.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge.
soc brown on bluish

Hoi-Hao.—Ewen's Weekly. Stamp
News says that two more of the stamps
of Indo China have been surcharged
for use here.

Adhestve stamps.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge.
25¢ black on rose
50c brown on bluish

Mongtze.—Ewen's Weekly Stamp
News announces a new surcharge for
this place. It is onthe current stamp
of Indo China.

Adhestve stamp.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge.
soc brown on bluish

Packhol.— L' Echo de la Timbrologie
notes the goc stamp of Indo China,
1920, as having been surcharged for
use here. While Ewen's Weekly
Stamp News records a new 25C.

Adkessive stamp.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge.
25¢ black on rose
5oc brown on bluish

Tchong King.—Ewen’'s Weekly
Stamp News announces a new sur-
charge for this place. It is on the
current Indo China stamp.

Adhestve stamp.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge.
scc brown on bluish

Yunnansen.—According to Ewen's
Weekly Stamp News two more of
the stamps of Indo China have been
surcharged for this place.

Adhesive stamps.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge.

-25¢ black on rose

soc brown on bluish

QUINBA,.—Nederlandsch Tijdschrift
voor Postzegelkunde chronicles a set
of postage due stamps of the design
noted for Angola.

Postage Due stamps.
Perforated.
st yellow green

1or lilac gray

2or red brown

3or orange red

sor oilve

6or lilac brown



100r red violet
130r blue

200r carmine
soor violet

INDIA—Bhopaul.— Ewen's Weekly
Stamp News chronicles another value
of the 1goz series with the new
embossing.

Adhkessve stamp.

Imperforate.

11 rose

Bussabir..—Ewen's Weekly Stamp
News announces the issue of two new
stamps inscribed “ POSTAGE " instead
of “sTamp .

Adhesive stamps.

Imperforate.

8a lilac brown, R S in blue
12a yellow green, R S in lilac brown

Holkar.— Ewen’'s Weekly Stamp News
says: ‘“The Colonial Stamp Market
has shown us the new 4 anna, with
portrait of the new Maharajah, who
succeeded on January 31,1904."

Adhesive stamp.
Perforated 14.
Y4 a orange

Kishengarh,— Ewen's Weekly Stamp
News chronicles two new stamps and
says : “The 8 annas is in large sheets
of two panes, printed féte bécke about
14 in. apart. We have not yet seen
a sheet quite entire, so defer further
description until then. We may men-
tion, however, that every stamp on
the large block before us is inscribed
‘ REVENUE & POSTAGE’ at top. The
‘REV’ and ‘ AGE’ just turn the cor-
ners, and no doubt the lithographer,
fearful lest he should make a mistake
in copying the English letters,
imitated what appeared to him the
same letter opposite, namely the ‘ A’
of * AGg.””
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Adhesive stamps.
Pin perforated.
8a black
2r red brown

ITALY.—Ewen's Weekly Stamp News
chronicles a new postage due stamp.
Postage Due stamp.
Perforated.
10 lire, blue and magenta

IVORY COAST.—L'Ecko dela Tim-
brologie notes some more surcharges
from this colony. They are on the
series of 1892.

Adhestve stamps.

Perforated 14x13%.

Black surcharge (?)

5c on 3oc brown on bistre
10c “ 75c deep violet on orange

15¢ “ 1fr bronze green on straw

JAMAIOA —Another value of the
new series, with the arms in the cen-
ter, has appeared, and our correspen-
dent, informs us that it is the inten-
tion to issue the full series in this type.

Adkesive stamp.

Watermarked Crown and C. A.

Perforated 14.
5p yellow aud black

N —

LIBERIA. — We quote from the
Monthly Journal: * Our publishers
have found in their stock two un-
chronicled varieties of the 75c on 1
dollar of 190z, the surcharge * * *
being struck upon the two Official
stamps of 1892 and 1894 respectively,
instead of the ordinary stamps. We
should suppose that these are errors,
and not intended to be Official 75¢c
stamps.”’

Adhestve stamps.

Perforated 15.
75¢ on $1 blue {No. 3603
75¢ on $¢ blue (No. 273
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MAOAO. — Nederlandsch Tijdsch-
#ift voor Posizegelkunde chronicles a
set of postage due stamps of a design
similar to those of Angola.

Postage Due stamps.

Perforated.

%4a blue green
12 yellow green
-2a lilac gray
4a red brown
sa red orange
8a olive

12a lilac brown

=0a blue :

40a carmine

soa yellow brown
1p violet

MOZAMBIQUB.—Nederlandsch Tij-
dschrift voor Postsegelkunde chroni-
<les a set of postage due stamps of a
similar design to those of Angola.

Positage Due stamps.
Perforated.
sr yellow green

aor lilac gray

2or red brown

gor orange red

sor olive

6or lilac brown

soor red violet
130r blue
2001 carmine
soor violet

NORTH BORNEBO.—The Deutsche
Briefmarken Zeitung says that the
one dollar stamp has been surcharged
“ BRITISH PROTECTORATE’ in two
lines.

Adhestve stamp.

Perforated.

Black surcharge.
$r.0ored

PANAMA.—We have omitted to
chronicle the following Registration
.stamp with the first (handstamped)
Panama surcharge. Mr. C. A. Howes
anforms us that he has seen two more

stamps with the Bocas del Toro sur-
charge, which we illustrate below.
IssueDp IN CiTY OF PANAMA.
Registration stamp.
Imperforate.
Rose surcharge.
10C on zoc blue on blue
Issuep 1IN CiTY OF Bocas DEL
Toro.
Adhessve stamp.

Surcharged in
violet

Perforated.
20c violet
Registration stamp.
Imperforate.
Violet surcharge.
2o0c blue on blue

PORTUGUESE INDIA, — Neder-
landsch Tijdschrift voor Postzegelkunde
chronicles a set of postage due stamps
of a design similar to that of Angola.

Postage Due stamps.

Perforated.

2r blue green
3r yellow green
4r yellow brown
sr lilac gray
6r gray
or red brown
1t red orange
2t olive
5t blue
10t carmine
1 rupia violet

R DE PanamA

Russian Offices in China, — L'Cite
Reelle announces three new values as
having been surcharged for use here.
We presume that they are upon the
vertically laid paper.

Adkesive stamps.

Perforated 14%4.

Black surcharge.
20k blue and red
sok lilac and green

1r brown and orange

ST. THOMAS & PRINOB ISLANDS,
— Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Post-
zegelkunde chronicles a set of postage



due stamps of a similar design to
those of Angola.
Postage Due stamps.
Perforated.
sr yellow green
1or lilac gray
. 2or red brown
3or orange red
sor olive
6or lilac brown
100r red violet
130r blue
200r carmine
soor violet

SIAM. —Ewen's Weekly Stamp News
chronicles the following new stamps:
Adhessve stamps.
Perforated.
2a scarlet and blue
3a green
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4a lilac brown and flesh
6a carmine

14a blue

28a lilac brown and blue

TIMOR.—Nederlandsch Tijdsckrift
voor Posizegelkunde chronicles a set
of postage due stamps of a desigm
similar to those of Angola.

Postage Due stamps.

Perforated.

1a yellow green
2a lilac gray
5a red brown
6a red orange
102 olive
152 lilac brown
24a blue
40a carmine
soa yellow brown
1p violet




162

The ‘Collectors Club.

351 FOURTH AVENUE, NEw YORK.

The 104th meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club
House on Monday evening, March 14, 1904.

Present : Messrs. Bruner, Dewing, Morgenthau, Rich, Scott and Peirin.

The meeting was called to order at 8.30 by Vice President Bruner.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

The Treasurer's report showing a cash balance in bank of $241.60 ex-
clusive of reserve fund was approved as read.

The report of the House Committee was read and received.

The following members, having failed to pay their dues after repeated
notification, were dropped from the membership roll :

L. W. Charlat, H. J Croker, A. D Davis, H. J. Duveen, J. M. Fiske,
W. J. Murray, L. N. Mott. R. W. Quigley, H A. Ramsden.

Mr. Chas. Gregory was tendered a vote of thanks for a presentation to
the club of an interesting Album of Photographs.

It was voted to present to the British Numismatic Society and to the
American Numismatic and Archeaological Society one of the club's silver
medals each.

The judges appointed to award the medals for the competitive exhibi-
tion of the U. S. stamps submitted their report as follows :

New York, March 14, 1904.
To THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS,

The Collectors Club :

Gentlemen :—Your committee, appointed to judge the collections entered
in competition for the medals offered by the Scott Stamp and Coin Co. for
the best exhibit of U. S. Postage, Official, Postage Due, Newspaper and
Revenue stamps, beg to report as follows :

‘I hree collections were entered, but, as only one of them contained any
Revenue stamps, which are specifically called for by the conditions of the
Exhibit. we consider it advisable that the competition be declared inoperative
and that no medals be awarded.

We desire, also. to suggest that the Scott Stamp & Coin Co be requested,
in view of the circumstances above set forth, to renew their offer of medals,
the exhibit to be held at such a time during the next season as may be mutual-
ly agreed upon. We further recommend that the rules of the exhibition be
so modified as to exclude the Revenue stamps, thus confining the entries to
collections of U. S. Postal adhesives of all classes, or to allow of the substitu-
tion of cut square envelopes for the Revenues.

The three collections entered were all very fine ones and are deserving
of much praise, both for completeness and rarity. That entered by “ Auc-

ion " was especially notable for completeness and fine condition of its
Revenue portion and contained many fine stamps in the other classes

The collections entered by *“C. G” and “Z Y. X ”, while containg no
Revenue stamps, were practically complete in the other classes ; the condi-
tion of the specimens was very good and rarities were so numerous as to be-
come almost common.

We feel sure that the exhibit will be enjoyed by all members present and
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smcerely regret that the conditions: are suchas to render it impossible, in our
opinion, to conscientiously allow of the medals bemg awarded.. -
We hand you herewith the envelopes containing the names of the com-
petltors
Respectfully submitted, .
Geo. L. TorprAN,
P. F. BRUNER, °
- WaLTER S. ScorT.

The report of the judges was accepted with thanks

The following judges were appointed to award the medals of the next
competition (Straits Settlements) to be held on April 11th,

J. C. Morgenthau. J. W. Scott, Chas. J. Phllhps and due notice is here-
by given that all exhibits are to be sent to Mr. J. C. Morgenthau, 87 Nassau
St. at least two days before the date of the exhibition.

The following communication was received by the Secretary after the
adjournment of the meeting :

New York, March 14, 1904.

To THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS :

Collectors Club :

Gentlemen :—There having been no two collections, in the competitive
exhibition, which were deemed by the judges as complying with the condi-
tions of the competition and therefore no medals awarded. we renew our offer
of medals for competition under the following conditions :

We offer a gold. silver and bronze medal for the best exhibit of U. S.
Postage, Postage Due. Official and Periodical stamps, U. S. Envelopes, cut
square a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>