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encircle

you

in
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nineteenth and twentieth centuries? The
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Albino. An impression made either from an uninked

embossing die, or from a similar inked die, under

which two pieces

pieces
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Centimetre (cm.). The one - hundredth part of a

metre = '3937 inch.



A Pair of Great Britain embossed Six Pence.

A Pair of-Cape of Good Hope
Triangular Shilling.

A Block of four Great Britain

Penny Red.

"j":

A Strip of three Grenada "4d." on Two Shillings.

EXAMPLES OF SOME PHILATELIC TERMS.

25
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Engraved. The term is often used to denote stamps

stamps
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Generalising. The collecting of all the postage-stamps
of the world.

Government imitation. Sometimes, when it is desired

to reprint an obsolete issue, the original dies or

plates are not forthcoming. New dies have, in

these circumstances, been





'
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-
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A sheet of stamps of Gambia, composed of two Panes of

sixty stamps each.
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Knife. This is a technical term for the cutter of the

machine which cuts out the (unfolded) envelope

blank, and
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some extent defective : such
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Eep is the term applied to wove paper which has
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16
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forated with a machine, which, in its entire

length, gradually varies from 12 to 16 holes in

the two centimetres, though the stamp itself

does not show all those gauges. Such a stamp
would be "perforated 12 to 16."

On the other hand, a row of perforations,

instead of gradually altering in gauge, may do

so abruptly ;
for instance, along a row of holes,

part may gauge 14, the next

mayaltering
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is a little far-fetched to imply the study of

stamps, but as "Philately" has been the accepted
term for over forty
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Stationery. See Entires.



EXAMPLES OF SOME PHILATELIC TERMS.

Photograph of a flat steel die engraved in faille douce (i.e., with the

lines of the design cut into the plate). The stamp is the

50 lepta of Greece, issue of 1901, showing Hermes adapted
from the Mercury of Giovanni da
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That letter, I was informed, had to be passed

through the Blind Division, thence to the Returned

Letter Office, where it would be opened
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he might be smitten and die. The unfortunate

Uriah was himself the JTL. - -, uecmug *L*

letter to Joab with his i hand. The brazen-faced
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laid for armies to traverse, not for traffic, and the

organisation of the posita was military. Stations

were established at intervals on the chief routes,



THE



62 CHATS ON POSTAGE STAMPS

house of Thurn and
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kept a stable of forty good
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their chances of employment, vented their spleen

in
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tendency of the later changes in the rates being to

increase rather



\ Posr OFFICE.
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THE COMMEMORATIVE LETTER BALANCE DESIGNED BY MR. S. KING,
OF BATH (1840).

A monument " which may be possessed by every family in the United Kingdom."

72
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be attributed a share in the success
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places M. de
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Scude*ri. Pellisson, who was not

Scude2AGEwhoScu3e*ri.Pell0
9ri.
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of the
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stamped bands for the prepayment of postage on

printed matter. 1

Mr. Whiting called his stamped wrappers
" Go

frees," and he is understood to have intended the

plan to extend to written matter, if it proved success-

ful in an experimental trial with printed matter.

The plan did not get a trial, and no greater success

attended the efforts of Mr. Charles Knight, the

celebrated publisher, who suggested stamped wrappers
as a means of collecting postage on newspapers,

subject to the abolition of the "Taxes on Know-

ledge," which were



THE DEVELOPMENT OF
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THE "JAMES CHALMERS" ESSAY.

ROUGH SKETCHES IX WATER-COLOURS SUBMITTED BY
ROWLAND HILL TO THE CHANCELLOR OF THE
EXCHEQUER FOR THE FIRST POSTAGE STAMPS.

99
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Mr. Rowland





HITHERTO UNPUBLISHED EXAMPLES OF THE PROPOSALS
SUBMITTED TO THE LORDS OF THE TREASURY IN

1839 IN COMPETITION FOR PRIZES OFFERED IN CON-
NECTION WITH THE PENNY POSTAGE PLAN.

(From the Author's Collection.']

103
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tributed to The Daily





THE ADDRESS SIDE OF THE MODEL
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The envelope proposals that were before the

Treasury in 1839 consisted mainly of rough sketches,

but in a few cases of elaborate printed designs

(e.g., Harwood's envelope), and the patterns made up
of intricate geometrical work like the specimens in

Ashurst's " Facts and Reasons " and the " Ninth

Report."
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using the penny "post-frees."



Ill
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appreciation of beauty or art, but their ready
selection of the convenient and the practical, instead

of the imaginative and sentimental,
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CHAPTER III

SOME EARLY PIONEERS OF PHILATELY

"
Hobbyhorsical

"
collections The application ot the term "

Foreign

Stamp Collecting
" The Stamp Exchange in Birchin Lane

A celebrated lady stamp-dealer The Saturday rendezvous at the

All Hallows Staining Rectory Prominent collectors of the first

period The first stamp catalogues The words Philately and

Timbrologie Philatelic periodicals Justin Lallier's albums The
Philatelic Society, London.

WE have already seen something of the growth of

the postage-stamp idea among the nations of the

world. It will now be convenient for us to discuss

the manner in which these postage-stamps first came

to be regarded in the light of objets
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with the
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during the next decade, and a photograph of one
of these taken in the 'sixties will be found among
the illustrations. It was not until 1860 that Dr.
Viner took up the pursuit on his own behalf. And
with 1860 and the next few years we have evidences

of the spread of the newer form of stamp-collecting,
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A POSTAGE STAMP "CHART" ONE OF
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meet and exchange
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occasionally
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the preface to his catalogue he





EARLY PIONEERS OF PHILATELY 127

preferred the style of "
timbrophile," while M. G.

Herpin produced by a combination of the Greek

words 0tAoc (" philos
" = fond of), en-Asm (" ateleia

"

= exemption from tax) the word Philatele, which

was accepted by many as indicating
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business of stamp-dealing, as also are a son of
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that I wot there are many such old collections made

up in these days upon the basis of an old discarded

album of the 'sixties or 'seventies, and offered as

tempting baits at the auctions. Lallier is said to

have been no philatelist, and probably that is correct

enough, for those early albums had their spaces
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in every country which has seen the dawn of civilisa-

tion, and moreover creating a bond of universal

brotherhood which makes Philately a world-wide

Freemasonry, and an "
open sesame "

to the fellow-

ship and hospitality of collectors everywhere.



ROLL OF PRESIDENTS AND VICE-PRESI-
DENTS OF THE ROYAL PHILATELIC
SOCIETY, LONDON.

PRESIDENTS.

Sir Daniel Cooper, Bart, F.R.G.S., April 10, 1869.
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it will
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With a gauge and scale as above suggested, it is

extremely easy to quickly mark out a pa479 3082 Tm
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be obtained from reliable sources,
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THE SCOPE OF A
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going on to Somerset House. The dealer,



156
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payment. My " Forrester
"

is a perfect copy which

came from the sale of the Philbrick library, where it

had been overlooked and classed among some more

ponderous but less treasured productions. The
Cheverton papers and the metal dies intended for

striking

ofispolassedoftheislesscstss

beenofthedikfortheclleuctiondof

isthefod,ftheandthe

the

ansoed

ofthe

the

papee
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THE TWO PENCE, GREAT BRITAIN", ON " DICKINSON " PAPER.

The upper block is in red (24 stamps printed in all, of which
nine copies are known) and the lower block in blue

(16 stamps printed, of which twelve copies are known).
The above blocks of six each are in the possession of
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Stamps." These are items which form part of the

life-history of the stamps or impressed stationery to

which they relate, and a4 Tm
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in a heavily sunk card, and protected with "glass"

paper.

Original drawings are in nearly every case unique
in themselves. Curiously enough, Mulready is sup-

posed to have made two, possibly
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leave the Government or printer's establishments, but

in a few
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of Vigo Street, of the late Mr. MacWhirter's painting
" The Vanguard" The American Post Office altered

the title to "Western Cattle in Storm," but the

picture is unmistakably the same. My statement of

MacWhirter's authorship of the picture having been

challenged by an
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A more scarce engraving, which was the basis of

some of the most classic designs in the history of

postage-stamps, is the mezzotint by Samuel Cousins,
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years since the first adhesive postage-stamp was
issued. A number of near descendants of the

originators of the first postage-stamp are alive, and
no doubt there are still treasures in the way of proofs

among the little-valued waste of later stamp-engravers
and designers. Shortly after the death of the en-

graver Herbert Bourne (1825-1907), I acquired

practically the whole of his reliques in the way of

proofs of stamp dies
;
but during his long life the

engraver had done so



ENGRAVER'S PROOF OF THE QUEEN'S HEAD DIE FOR THE FIRST
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neither have the stamps been successfully imitated

to deceive the
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give
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AX ENVELOPE BEARING THE RARE STAMP ISSUED IN 1846 BY THE
POSTMASTER OF MILLBURY, MASSACHUSETTS.

*

If 14 /

ONE OF THE STAMPS ISSUED BY THE POSTMASTER OF BATON ROUGE,
LOUISIANA, DURING THE CIVIL WAR, l86l.

181





ANOTHER OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES RARITIES





SCOPE OF A MODERN
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loth, is priced at i$* The Rev.







SCOPE
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Decree,







Pinion of
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This class of document should be the more acces-

sible to collectors from the little interest



INTRODUCTION OF

CEORBEV. POSTAGE STAMPS
SALE OF LETTER CARDS, THIN POST-CARDS AND

BOOKS OF STAMPS AT FACE VALUE.

REDDCT10S IN









CHAPTER VI

ON LIMITING A COLLECTION

The difficulties of a general collection The unconscious trend to

specialism Technical limitations : Modes of production ; Printers

Geographical
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It was the 3 cents Sarawak, 1869, printed

AIt

1869,was530
1 0  319400 3050

  55611she
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old favourites the triangular Capes, the majority of

the stamps of the West Indian Islands, a few from

Mauritius and Natal, the most interesting of the

issues for New Zealand, and several of the Australian

States, some of our North American

Northis.orththestampsaouroldathe
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for the collector naturally subdivides into lesser

groups, e.g., the German States, Italian States, Balkan
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America, Cuba, Hayti, the Dominican Republic are

comparatively
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CHAPTER VII

STAMP-COLLECTING AS AN INVESTMENT

The collector, the dealer, and the combination The factor of

expense Natural rise of cost Past possibilities in British

"Collector's Consols," in Barbados, in British Guiana, in

Canada, in "Capes" Modern speculations: Cayman Islands

Further investments : Ceylon, Cyprus, Fiji Times Express,

Gambia, India, Labuan, West Indies The "Post Office"

Mauritius The early

The
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dealers have to buy back from the
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number of no less than 35,000, and yet, in mint

unused condition, it is a very scarce stamp, probably
worth 2$. And yet none amongst the
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have bought in 1882 for twenty shillings, is now

priced at 80, showing a profit which makes many
a collector in these days sigh over lost oppor-
tunities.

Five Pounds is a high facial value, but that sum
invested in the purchase of the telegraph-stamp, or

of the postage-stamp which superseded it, would now
be represented approximately by 100

;
but in the

case of the Five Pounds postage-stamp, the paper
must be " blued

" "
naturally," and not
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distanced, as regards profitable investment recvest,

by the two roughly-executed stampt, of similar design

and shape, printed from hurriedly made stereotyped

blocks to meet a temporary shortness of the vesinary

One Penny and Fourpence.
These provisionalt, erroneously called (as they

always will be)
"
wood-blocks," were issued early in

1 86 1, and the vesinary specimens are of considerable

scarcity even
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shock to any specialist in Indian stamps who had

happened to purchase one of these rare errors still

on the original, to find that



THE KING'S COPY OF THE TWO PENCE
"POST OFFICE" MAURITIUS.

THE MAGNIFICENT UNUSED COPIES OF THE ONE PENNY
AND TWO PENCE " POST OFFICE " MAURITIUS
STAMPS ACQUIRED BY HENRY J. DUVEEN, ESQ., OUT
OF THE COLLECTION FORMED BY THE LATE SIR

WILLIAM AVERY, BART.

225
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Originally
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quently from lithographic stones, show a wonderful

increase in value, from a few shillings each in 1880
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"
Sydney



230
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Sierra



232 CHATS ON POSTAGE STAMPS

Tobago were printed in a totally
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hand, he
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Holland ist issue, 96., 6d., and is. respectively
for the three values, unused : now
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tion as the years roll on e.g. y
the Fourpence Half-

penny of Great Britain, which was going to rise

abnormally, but which has been "unloaded" at, or

even under,
"
face." Only a trifling instance, but it

serves to show the risks of investment in stamps
when current or just obsolete

;
it is safer to buy

those which have during a period of some years

shown an inclination to rise steadily but then

investors and speculators are generally impatient
and won't wait.

During the late South African War, there was an

excessive speculation by the uninitiated among the

and
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tion
" he says :

" We have tested the usefulness of

the
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in a brochure " How to Detect Forged Stamps,"

gives evidence of a swarm of forgers cropping up in

even our own country at Glasgow, Manchester, New-

castle, and London, in Hamburg and New York, as

well as the Swiss and

as

as

of

the

as
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engraver so pleased

ro-o
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forgeries or carefully mended copies of damaged

originals.



A GENUINE "PLATE 6.

THE FAMOUS " STOCK EXCHANGE FORGERY OF THE ONE SHILLING GREEN STAMP OF
BRITAIN.

One specimen was used on October 31, 1872, and the other on June 13 of the next year

enlargements betray trifling differencea in the details of the design as compared w
genuine stamp above.
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as
"
fakes." There is another class dubbed "

bogus,"
or sometimes more elegantly timbres de fantasie^

which comprises labels which are a pure invention,

and never had any genuine
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of a much higher denomination, affecting British

Colonies only.

The possibility of this has resulted from the
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There are two varieties of stamps, differing from

the normal through some slip in the





FORGERIES, FAKES,
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Some
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obsolete
;
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from the perusal of



260 CHATS ON POSTAGE STAMPS

applied to genuine stamps. The most remarkable

instance
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u We had
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ing-man." There
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(representing to-day 70) ;
the Nova Scotia is.

($$-6$ to-day) ;
the Natal 3d. and 6d. embossed

in plain relief, which now are almost unattainable,

except as reprints ; Tuscany's 60 crazie (now
worth 35) and the I soldo (7 to 8); and the

4 and 5 centimes " Poste Locale" stamps of the

transitional

and(7

the

is.Natal35)
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reference collection at the Saturday afternoon

rendezvous at the rectory of All Hallows, London

Wall, it goes without saying that it was rich in

stamps that to-day woulddezvous

st6wasit

Ha8Tm
4 t
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Bergedorf

Saxony
Great Britain

Switzerland : Zurich

,",
"Vaud"

>

Tuscany

,) ...

>
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The first four-figure price for a stamp collection

was obtained in 1878, when the magnificent collec-

tion
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The Philatelical Journal of April 15, 1872, attributes

some of the prices, even then considered low, to
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handsome stamp, so as the bidding rose described it

as 'beautifully engraved,' which created great

laughter, for
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never will be. It is a young science, but before many
years pass, we shall regard 5 for a valuable stamp
as calmly as we do now the pound
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be that for
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what was in this great collection and is still pre-

served in the collection of M. la Re*notiere. His

two used " Post



c v

279
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But if he
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NEARLY A COMPLETE SHEET (2IQ
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in countries or groups, and few suspect the wealth

of material as yet not disclosed, among the

sections which have not yet been publicly dis-

played. The United States collection, when shown

to the New York Collectors' Club a few years ago,
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admiration of philatelists. They have hitherto

dealt chiefly with the Australasian



/ /?<?*v I*t*/ie/*i$i&r* i/f* /<?

-f ., I it '^' '

THE UNIQUE BLOCK OF THE "DOUBLE GENEVA"
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been referred



296 CHATS ON POSTAGE STAMPS

issues are extensively shown, together with the

beautiful proofs and essays associated with them.

The Confederate States Postmasters' stamps
include the

nsTheTheThethe



It*:

A PAGE OF THE 5 CENTS AND 1$ CENTS I HAWAIIAN ".'MISSIONARY"
STAMPS.

(From the "Crocker" Collection))

297





li
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about 1864, the
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YEAR.







CHAPTER X

ROYAL AND NATIONAL COLLECTIONS

The late Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha as a collector King George's

stamps: Great Britain, Mauritius, British Guiana,
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the
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Tornese Naples, cross, unused
;
several of the rare

2
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of His Majesty's collections, so I will endeavour

to outline a few



IB.

DESIGN FOR THE KING EDWARD ONE PENNY STAMP APPROVED AND
INITIALLED BY HIS LATE MAJESTY.

[ (From the collection of H.M. King George V.)

313





J J t . t

THE COMPANION





ROYAL AND NATIONAL COLLECTIONS 317

a large range of shades
;

id. red with letters in all

four corners (plates 132 and 225) ;
id. red, in a pair,

on
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to the anticipated standard, and there was some

talk about having a fresh design

theylthethetignsmps,heiwasrougeshtheand



3?'0vrAot *j *"--

A PAGE OF THE ONE PENNY "POST PAID" STAMPS OF MAURITIUS.

(In the collection of H.M. the King.}
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set of stamps that any collector ever attempted to

get together. The King's collection is representative,

but is strongest in the issues of 1860-82: they

formed the basis of a display before the Royal
Philatelic Society on March 17, 1910, and included

most of the stamps

to

the

most

collectorbefore

toof



THE TWO PENCE "POST PAID" STAMP OF MAURITIUS.

^Unique
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the 6d, the is. in light and dark green; and there

are
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Locale of Switzerland unused
;
the



I

A SPECIMEN PAGE FROM THE "TAPLING" COLLECTION AT THE BRITISH
MUSEUM.

Probably the most valuable page, showing the Hawaiian "
Mission-

aries." The two stamps at the top have been removed from
the cases, and are now kept in a safe in the "Cracherode" Room.

327
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great collection which
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Mauritius used, and the 2d. unused
;

the 2 cents

circular British Guiana, the 2 cents, 5 cents, and

both types of the 13 cents of the Hawaiian
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Stamps and Stamp Collecting : A Glossary of Philatelic Terms and

Guide to the Identification of the Postage Stamps of all

Nations. By E.
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Postage Stamps and their Collection. By Warren H. Colson.

Boston,
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BOLIVIA, How to Collect Bolivian Stamps. By H. R. Oldfield.

London, 1898. v Six plates.

BRAZIL. Catalogue historique des timbres-poste et entiers du

Bresil. By C. O. Vieira. Paris, 1893.

Catalogue of Postage Stamps issued in Brazil, accurately

described and .formed from the stock of Exemplar Stamps
collected by C. J. L. of Bahia in Brazil. ByC. J. Lindgren.

Bahia, 1891.

BREMEN. Bremen (in German). By O.
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CHINA. Notes on the Postage Stamps of China, 1878-1905. By
J. Mencarini (of the Imperial Maritime Customs Service).

Shanghai, 1906. v Four plates.
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FIJI ISLANDS. The Postage Stamps, &c.,
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Great Britain : King Edward VII. Stamps. By Fred J. Mel-

ville. London, 1911.

Great Britain : Line-engraved
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Hawaiian Numerals. By Henry J. Crocker. San Francisco,

1909. *. Twenty-two plates.

History of the Postal Issues of Hawaii. By Brewster C.

Kenyon. Long Beach, CaL, 1895. Eight plates.

Postage Stamps of the Hawaiian Islands in the Collection of

Henry J. Crocker, of San Francisco. By Fred J. Melville.

London, 1908. . Eight plates.

HAYTI. The Postage Stamps
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Telegraph Stamps of India. Supplement to preceding
work. By J. A. Tilleard. London, 1896.

The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of British India. Part I.,

Postage Stamps. By L. L. R. Hausburg. Part II., Tele-

graph
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Les Timbres de Mecklembourg-Schwerin et Strelitz. By J. B.

Moens. Bruxelles, 1879.

MEXICO. Catalogue of Mexican Postage and Revenue Stamps,

Envelopes, Post Cards, &c. By C. H. Mekeel. 4th ed.

St. Louis, Mo., 1896.

Catalogue of the Stamps, Envelopes, Wrappers, and Postal

Cards of Mexico, including the Provisional Issues of

Campeche, Chiapas, Guadalajara, &c. By H. Collin and

H. L. Caiman, with Albert E. Lawrence. New York, 1895.

Los Sobrecargos de los sellos postales de Mexico. By J.

Marco

L.Cards
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Norddeutscher Postbezirk mit Occupations-Freimarken. By
H. Krotzsch. Leipzig, 1893-6.

OLDENBURG. Die Briefumschlage von Oldenburg. By C. Linden-

berg. Berlin, 1893.

Oldenburg (in German). By P. Ohrt. Leipzig, 1893-6.

ORANGE RIVER COLONY. South African War Provisionals. By
B. W. H. Poole. London, 1901. v Six plates.

PANAMA. Bartels'f
BT
1 0 0 1 366 2815 Tm
(ORANGK42 2Check(PANAMA.)Tj
ET5/F1 37.38 Tf
BT
10 0 2 0 040 301st(Berlin,)Tj
ET
/F1 46.33 Tf
BT
110 0  0 040 3of Tm
(von)Tj
ET
/F1 46.33 Tf
BT
12600  0 040 3CaProm
(1893.)Tj
ET5/F1 37.38 Tf
BT
14270  0 040 3Zonumschlage)Tj

/F1 57.5 Tf
BT
151 5267GK42 2Stampm
(plates.)Tj

/F1 57.5 Tf
BT
18225267GK42 2001 Tm
(By)Tj
ET
/F1 61.67 Tf
BT
19070  1 527 3J
(plates.)Tj
ET
/F1 61.67 Tf
BT
19 14  0 040 3MKrotzsch.

Poole.WarWarLondon,London,57.5 Tf
Tf
BT
190n2 T1 58ck(PANAMA.)Tj
ET5/F1 37.38 Tf
BT
10 0 2 0002F1 50.95 Trlin,PAth3.vomaB.B.Byplates.W.London,platT5/F1 49.44 Tf
BT7BT
1415267GK42 2001 Tm
(BTj
ET5/F1 37.38 Tf8ET5 22600238N881 Tm
(P.)Tj
E
/F1 39.29 Tf
BT
1 25 0 2219281Luff48-Freimm
(Byj
ET
/F1 38.67 Tf
B.P30  0 00238New(London,)Tj
ET
/F1 41.67 Tf
BT
66
183 0 1 12York
(Ohrt.)Tj
ET
//F1 39.17 Tf
BT
1 4  83 2192811 4548-Freimm
(By)T.07 Tf
BT Tf
BT
5T47 029600238T278ck(PAth3.)TjET5/F1 37.38 Tf
BT60 0 2842713T1 47rddeumschla.)Tj
ET5/F1 37.38 Tf
B831 02920n2 T1 50.95 Trlin,)27
(W.)Tj
ET
/F1 49 80 2920n2 T5278ck(PAth3.)TTj
ET
/F1 50 Tf
BT25 02960023840 3of Tm
(von)Tj4Tj
ET
/F37.38 Tf
BT
01 0296002383CaPar



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PHILATELY 347

Dona Maria II. and Dom Pedro V. By R. B. Yardley.

Manchester, 1907. v Thirty plates.

Portugal. Eine Studie iiber die Ausgaben 1853-76. By L.

Berger. Berlin, 1898.

PORTUGUESE INDIES. Portuguese India. By
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Timbres des Duches de Schleswig-Holstein et Lauenbourg et
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The Stamps of Switzerland, 1843-54. By Baron C. von
Girsewald. Munchen, 1893.
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Colonies in South America. [The Philatelic Society,



INDEX







354 INDEX

Bisected provisional stamps, 23, 37,

219

Blest, Mr. W., 302

Bleutc, blued paper, 23
Blind cKvision, General Post Office,

57
Blocks of stamps, 23, 25
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Commissioners of Post-office in-

quiry, 101, 109, 159

Commonwealth,
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Hayti, 71, 201, 205, 259

Haywood, Mrs., 175

Head-plate, 32

Heath,

.1,632Heath,.1,3s.,175

lena,75

ligoland,32nderson05,.1,.1,175
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Nova Scotia, 228, 267, 271
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Post-office in 1790, 69
Posts in early times, 59-75

Posts, Master of the, 62

Potiquet, M. Alfred, 125, 266

Povey, Mr. Charles, 67

Power, Mr. E. B., 273

Pre-cancellation, 45
Presidents and Vice-Presidents of

The
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Smith, Mr. Stafford, 127
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Uruguay, 179,










