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PREFACE.

* of the Penny 1
i '-ill in August,

1839, Mr. Rowland Hill was appointed to a position in



interest in directing public attention to the means and importance

of accelerating the mail and in the general improvement





to that period nothing whatever had been heard or known

as to the adoption of an Adhesive Stamp having been pro-

posed or contemplated by Mr. HiJl himself. When the

subsequent Sir Eowland Hill comes to write what purports

to be a "History of Penny Postage," all reference to the

proceedings in the Houses of
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proposed would be extensively forged. After evidence on

the part of the Stamp Office authorities and papermakers
had been taken, it was decided to recommend that the paper
for all stamped covers should be manufactured at the paper-
mills
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remarks, in leading type, under the head "
Parliamentary

business
"

:

" THE POST OFFICE. The Chancellor of
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more especially in ni swh measures as the n

lion of 11 nn Knnwlcd'-

IVnny Posl 'i-in brought forward
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recognises this fact, while wholly unable to recollect any-

thing whatever about the "peculiar paper with lines of

thread or silk stretched through its substance
"
recorded in

the pages of Mr. Francis, and provided for by the Act and

by the Treasury Minute drawn up

ofMr.upl(and)Tj
ET
/F1 61.11 Tf
BT
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ET
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/F1 53.33 Tf
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1 0 0 1 503 3170 (unTm
1)2Tj
ET
/F1 57.71 Tf
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1  0 1 853 3341 Tm
(str3)Tj21
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of 26th December, 1839, already named Mr. Hills own

Minute requiring the very safeguard of a paper to be

peculiar in its texture, anything as to which Mr. Hill

cannot now remember, though he has no difficulty in

assuring the Committee that he was the originator of the

successful stamp, an assurance which a perusal of the

proceedings in Parliament on the introduction of the Penny

Postage Bill proves to be contrary to the fact and scatters

to the winds.

That











Mrd ill HIV ju'iihli'rt Of 18 V

mi.^lit have heen mdriinit.-Iy multiplied. For instance,

James I'aton, tho SOU of <>n<> of Mr. Chalmers'

writes: "A!l>-,v nn to



his stamps, as already proved, and thus corroborated by
Mr. Don, and prior to the advent of Mr. Eowland Hill
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hundred Kind conlrihntorit s, lYom thi.-i Royal Boiur

downward.-, in aid of hih declining years; and whir!

include such names as those of EL -J-

(Ihidstone, Lord Mr. Sanm-d Moi . Bright,

.Mr. llalhhono, Lord Dalhuusie, tho iMike ,,f
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Committee formed the source and focus of the agitation

which brought about the ultimate enactment of uniform

Penny Postage. Money was freely subscribed, meetings
were held, public bodies in the Provinces were urged to

petition, Members of Parliament and Ministers were waited

upon, and a special paper advocating the scheme, termed

the "Post Circular," was issued and circulated gratis. Of
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peared with the abolition of the excise duty on paper, and

the use of machinery. But how true were
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however, as Sir Rowland Hill admits in his
"
History of

Penny Postage," to withdraw the compulsion to use a stamp
at all :

"
Better, at first at least, accept the penny in cash

for penny letters, so that
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account of tl: r, and from Mr. Chalmers* reply, Mr.
Hill pointed out to Mr. ( halnu-r !

1 not

.idmittfd, In he, Mr. Mill, fir
]>r<>\>

>
<

adh. hniary, 1837, th' .posal

of his plan l>y Mr. Chalmers,









purporting f<> balmm i" IU'H

claim ; but (he faci n ub.M-iuvd and misivpiv
to him, Chalmers li<m>^tlv ak-mdonrd





n

statistical lr;m<-li of tin- s.

London, would idadly inidi r d it.

"
I 'lemon,

" Your <

"(





























no man would arise to <|ii
timi the statements or

,

Of one who had clenched th;ii public so thoroughly

















To which Mr. I- 'I in : further Kindly Ifttttf :

Accept my profound con.'M'jitiilat ion - on thfl 8VW
ill you ;if" ftddil . :nid in;.

,

y
;irriv;:l of the I im--

led."

My Philadelphia friends will road the
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lr. Marint yre's article in i

m in the J'liilntili

which lately appeared in the Liverpool /'////>/ 1'ust, in which
article that, eminent paper, wh] slid Hill,

not recognise Chalmers who had never assrrt'd him elf or been3313 Tm
(elf.83 2f
BT
1 befor20 3299 Tm
(r1Tm
(had)Tj
ET
/F1 40.482f
BT
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ET
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82f
BT
1 0 0 1 298 33111ilntili

hadhad/'m
(had)Tj
ET
/F1 4Tf
B82ff
BT
1is 1268 3314 Tm
(never)Tj
ET
/F509B82ff
BT
1a1 2007 3308 Tm7aper,slid65
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Post Office Secretary, known through his reforms in Postal

matters, has been looked upon as the inventor of the Adhesive

Postage Stamp. However, lately, only through careful investi-

gations, it has been ascertained that this service is due to
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DM
The I >, vticht Brbfinai

'

// /.ntnr,
. \V.

man, Secretary to the Dresden Philatelic VYivin
(n<

Internationale]- Societ\ i, li;is publish. <1 t .

'-'-cognition
of Chalmers.

MUNICH
In tho Mitt/H'ihiHfii'H <l<* l!<ii/<m'.^-/i> >i I'hilnt,-1it,'n Verdns, the

official journal of the lar<;e Bavarian 1'hilatelic Society, IlfiT

Anton Bachl, the Secretary, lias produced two aiticl. -; on the
fresh light I have thrown as to the origin of tin- Adhesive Stamp.
Other articles in recognition of Chuhners h;iv
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entire German Philatelic world, comprising thousands of studious

and intelligent men, have reached my hands. One of these
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The above article and that from the Zeitgist have likewise

both appeared in full in the colums of Philatelia, published at

Brunswick, a journal
" devoted to the general interests of the

science of stamps," and organ of the
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