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(s¢nopsis)  “U.S. 1847-1900 Mail, Cancels, & Postal Markings®
: e (what you're about to see) ‘

" With the first government issued adhesive stamps in 1847 came the first authori-
zed cancel method, & pen & ink “manuscript” type cancel, as shown on title page.
‘From then until 1900 was a period of prolific cancels which were as varied as an
ink blob to a locomotive complete with smoke and track, and as interesting as &
“honeycomb to the North & South shaking hands after the war = - - all shown here.

- Cancels iange in color from black through yellow, 12 major shades, Qtfﬁhicn yei”
~ low is scarcest, of which eight are included herein. gt BS e
" Postal markings for every type of service, function.'orfcdﬁditionvweréﬁiroducéd‘
~and just about all of them are represented here.. e Eeni
 Attention is called to the condition of the stamps/covef§; p1us clarity of the |
+ gtrikes, as well as percentage of subject included on the stamps, generally a
minimum of at least 95%, & key criterion in this exhibit, None of the covers
_have been restored, ‘ ' R N R -

A complete colledtion of this type is of course impossib1€¢ th‘alongién‘a*hibz*J
~ however, it is believed that a representative showing of every type and class o
. cancels is included. , ' e A R

* Thanks to the. innovative method of “glitting® these 128 pages actually contain

167 covers. Note is also made that, though the exhibit does contain & good repre

. gentative showing of cancels on the five cent and and up values, so=called fancy
cancels were applied primarily on first class mail which contained mainly one,
two, and three cent values, Exceptions the New York foreign mail cancels are 868!
far less frequently on the low values than on higher ones simply because of high
er foreign rates than domestic., ' : o B e »

N Thé Waterburys, the gems of fancy cancels, are represen
- different examples, most of the better ones of which

sources of cancels are omitted except where germane

‘Soma of the n;gg;;gnts herein ared

'N.Y.F.M. cancel on 1869 15 cent value i

‘Stoneham, Mass, Skull & Crossbones on cover e
- ‘Nashotah, Wis, year date story - SR
Guy's Mills, Pa, stenciled cancel, possibly unique
Boston, Mass, “Eagle & Thunderbolt* machine cancel, o
Jarrett & Palmer, "Fast Mail 84 Hours®, only two
 Slave Mail A o
' Research shown on two “N.Y. Steamship" cancels
 Two Hebrew cancels, “Lord", and Chanukah Menorah
. KKK cancels: Sword, Klan Hood, Skull & Crossbones . .
" Waterbury "Running Chicken®, finest known off cover cop.

e “Fish", full strike x e

" “Nesting duck" | e
' Brattleboro, Vt, “Man Chasing Fox from Chicken House",
- Two earliest “Fancy Cancels", on covers, St, Johnsbury,
. and Binghamton, N.Y., "Herringbone" S
- wEye Cure U* precancel; and Pool Table -
. Diamond Rubber Co. logo canceller on cover.

. WUSED & DONE FOR" on 1851 three cent O
~ "PAID 3" in shield with stars, possibly unique
- Negative head profile on cover, W. Fairlee, Vt. -

_ Two hand drawn cancels, Tioga Centre, N.Y., with PFC's

. Cover with “Split Union* , Vi b
_Union Soldier's Cap, on cover, with PFC

. " Ppree magnificent 4 marzin 5 cent 1847°'s, Ry
" Frame 1, paze 8; Frame 3, page 1i frame 4, page 14




U.S. 1847-1900 MAIL, CANCELS, and POSTAL MARKINGS

A showing of some of the more unusual and outstanding examples.
The original concept of cancels was to prevent re-use of adhes-
ive stamps and the first officially authorized type of obliter-
ation was pen and ink, often referred to as "manuscript”.

1847 issue
First U.S. government adhesive postage stamp,
with manuscript cancel

As postmasters® imaginations became piqued, many innovative forms
of defacing stamps evolved, a number of which are shown here.
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COLORS

Commonest color inks employed were red and blue, but others

were also used including many shades, At least one each of
the major recognized colors is shown including eight yellow

the scarcest of all.
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GEOMETRICS

Created from cork, other woods, or metal.




GEOMETRICS




GEOMETRICS




GROMETRICS
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GEOMETRICS
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if not delivered within 5 days.




GEOMeTRICS

CARETS

Circle of triangles




STARS

Also a basic geometric form, and undoubtedly the most prolif-
ically produced of all cancellers, in a myriad of formats,
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Red, and black
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TARG&&S, or: BULLS' BEYES

Another common,. falrly frequently seen, format - these examples
are all particularly well struck "on-the-nose"

(alé‘o with |
broken line star)




GRIDS

Seen with varyineg numbers of buars, in different shapes, open
and closed, and in many colors and sizes.

- ’ -“’
(\'!. vy g‘
' .

& AP, tgg?
}
\.\. I ,,’/
Ladder




Crosshatch
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CROSSROADS

Not always just a simple "X"

Fo¥ o

Note partial row of diagonal perforations
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MALTESE CROSSES

Simple to design, these show up in many sizes, forms, and colors,

“"JACK'S REEF, N.Y."
"1883"
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SHIELDS

Known in many colors, shapes, and designs including some

with names, multiple stars, bars, dates,

and rays.
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SHIELDS




SHIALDS




ANCHORS

A popular subject, raisine the possibility some postmasters
may have followed the sea at one time in their lives.

Double

PINWHz=LS

The pinwheel was the favorite of many postmasters who used it
in a large number of varying formats, sizes, and colors.




FLAGS
Many felt that a visual show of patriotism was most appropriate.

SKULL & CROSSBONES
A gruesome subject, true, but one which often found great favor.
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Worthen &. Martin,
SHOE MANUFAGTURERS,
STONEHAM, - - - MASS,
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TEENIE WEENIES

Cancels were intended to prevent re-use of stamps, and many
achieved this by overkill as see top row examples, However,

some few postmasters had an esthetic sense of neatness,
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R
NUMsSRALS

Discontinued postal rate markers were sometimes pressed

into service by postmasters.

NUMB©RS
Firures such as these designated in some cases branch offices
and in others individual clerks for accountability purposes

=SINTY W2 AL :

N N Vs
"Fish Tail" numbers (Cincinnati,

(washineton, D.C.) Ohio)




Y.uaR DaTsS

A timely concept, and some had special connotations.

1885 in a cross 1897

These commemorated the Centennial year of 1876,

In a shield - In an apple

1873

In 1869 the Nashotah, Wis, postmaster carved a year date cancél-
ler, repeated the process through 1873. However, in 1871 he only
altered the "0" from the previous year to make a "1", albeit a

slightly curved one.

Jo
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BOTTL:E STOPPZERS
Rubber stoppers for bottles made handy cancellers. Sizes are
as indicated, but all are in mirror, or reversed, image,

These normally round size 3's have been cut
into a 6-point star and a crisscross design

LETTARS
All letters of the alphabet are known to exist postally
used, and these are some of the more outstanding.
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MULTIPLE LETTERS

Combinations of letters denoting individuals, messages, loca=

tions, organizations, plus other subjects.

"G. 0. P."
(Grand 01d Party?)

Neg‘ati.Ve "OK" "L, B."
(in a keystone) (Leonard Buckland, P.M.,

W. Hartford, Conn)

*“J £ B"
(P.M."'s initials)

“LOV & X's" "DON*'T USM"
(Love & kisses) (Don't use 'em -
the stamps - again)

*J., D. V."
(Post Office) (J.D, Vail, P.M.)

"ST* (Stage)
(Lakeport, Calif,)

Negative "P O D"
(Post Office Dept)

"C D"
(City Delivery)

B 3i;‘




"U‘ S."

Many postmasters remembered their country with a variety of
forms of the first letters of "United States",

HECAREE

W EXPRESS ppa.
O
LYNCHBURG, Va.




"PAID"

An apt format to show postage fees paid.

- = = "PAID 3" = - -

3



LETTER(S) DENOTING CITY of ORIGIN

Some postmasters chose to pinpoint their cities by the use of
indigenous letters as cancellers.,

"K* (Kokomo, Ind.)

(Rockville,
Conn. )

& <

<5
@fi;//'

*"L" (in reverse)
(Lockport, N.Y.)

(Ridgefield,
Conn, ) v




LETTER(S) DENOTING

CITY of ORIGIN

"T "
(Titusville, Pa.)

*0 F" (Oxford
Furnace, N.J.)

" i
:u! .d ”"

(Mystic Bridee, Conn.)

Iy

Negative "U V"

(University of Virginia)

”G [1]
(Galesburg, I11.)

Entwined "U S"
(Upper Sandusky, Ohio)

36




LETTER(S) DENOTING CITY OF ORIGIN

o % a

(‘}"//:L,f PR S

-

"W" in anvil (Winchester, Conn.)

Negative "VI"
(Chester, Vt.)

nw E, l\‘ J" "H Pn
(West End, N.J.) (High Point, N.C.)

)
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PATENT PUNCH CANCELLERS

To thwart those who would clean the cancel from a stamp to
re-use it, cancelling devices were developed and patented
which punched holes in the face of stamps so the ink would
soak in quite thoroughly, making cleaning more difficult.

]




EXPouRIMsNTAL CANCiLS
Geometric Pinwheel

Trial Color Proofs

g, W
Liecht blue print Black print on
on India paper white wove paper

"CRESCENT/0CT/26/1875/N.Y."
(all in center of double circle postmark)

PRIVATE REVANUL HANDSTAMPS
Pnstmasters were not always the only ones to cancel regular post-
ace stamps. Sometimes these stamps doubled in the absence of Rev-
enue stamps and were cancelled by lawyers, court clerks & others,

"S. MICHEL&RA" "MOFFITT - WAST DRUG CO."

"DODG: & CO." "SWZTT QUIMBY STOVE WORKS" "COUNTY NATIONAL BANK"

3




PRECANCELS

Where huce volumes of mail were deposited by single mailers
stamps were cancelled in advance to save handling time.

Weston, Glastenbury, Bridegeport, New York,
Mass, Conn. Conn. N.Y.

Used in Glen Allen, Va.,, by Cussons, May & Co., Druggists'

Printers., Black is commonest, red is next, while green and
the small black star are infrequently seen.

STENCIL CANCELS

AR ;

\ (%

v Near o
BPrLogEee?
¥V, glabkama

At left: "Bailey Sorines, near Florence, alabama, Ellis & Co.
Proprietors". A spa on Shoals Creek, circa 1845-60, still in
existence in 1964 as an aquatic club, At ricghts "Guy's Mills,
Pa," (May be unique).

Lo
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©ARLY MACHINE CANCELS

iarly rapid machine cancels, introduced in Boston in the 1880~
1890 period, were unusual for that time,

RETURN TO ‘ .

M I LES & SON’ e s N ;.‘:wj';‘ -
. S ) e M s\;’; " ';1 a;‘ P “ i
chrl'roww

“thumﬁi

MERCHANT muu ERS e e
FRANKFORT, K. Mpr_ _R.__RB._Gravele ; . _
nagle, Milam « Holmes Co.

e TR

N.Y. City,

Shield Geometric

Buffalo Coff & Hursey Co. Leavitt Machine Co.
Boston, Mass,
In use only one day, four covers reported
{ -J - ’ K‘; . ™ i ’; BaavEEies \\. ] —V.,w ‘ - \‘
' Return to TITTY Y =~
¢ No. 216 EXOHANGE BUILDING, -
: BOSTON, Mass.,

If not delivered within 5 days,

fasle and Thunderbolt

American Postal Machines Co.

]
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EARLY MACHINE CANCELS

Extraneous mark in straight line cancel due to faulty equipment.

Circle is the head of a loose
screw in the cancelling machine

ALTERED CANCELLER

Rate marker "5" canceller, similar to one shown, cut down to
- produce a "C", to indicate use at Cecilton, Md., postoffice.

4y




COMMERCIALLY PRODUCED CANCELLERS

Duplex cancellers (city, date, state, plus a "killer") were
available in a number of designs to postmasters whose annual
volume of business did not warrant the government's furnish-

ing them to the office,

Wheel of Fortune

e : /f ’ W y 7 . 2 . 4)
. ; 2 o { /‘JL,/(.//‘(”" ‘//_v {
s S »
P
7’ s |
]

¢ // 0 ’;;L’(,» il Bl

livered within 10 days, to be returned to

The "Kickin® Mule"

DOLLARS & CENTS

Cleverly conceived cancelling symbols, but not necessarily in-
dicative of postage rates, or amounts received from mailers.,

13



RAILROAD

Mail travel by rail can be identified by the markings.

Reverse "N" for Northbound Negative "W" for Westbound

GIRVAN HOUSE
LITTLE FALLS,N. Y.
J. K. LASHER.

“"EAST" by "THE FAST MAIL"

W. B. OGDEN,

GREEN GROGER,
CLEARFIELD, PA.
Return if not Delivered in 5 Days,

"SOUTH" for Southbound

-

Louisville & POTOMAC St. Paul & Minot
Nashville R.R. POSTAL CARS R.R. Night Line

LY




RAILROAD

"I, S.

& Ts V. R. R." (Lake Shore & Tuscaranas Valley Rail=-

road). Killer, "S. S. ALDZN", is route agent's name stamp.,

C@=] O (Al

~ ..

OFFICIAL

This Envelogo is to be nsed only for
Post-Office Business,

Registered Business.

Postmaster, o/ ..

County, .

S e

Myer machine cancel,
Special Fast Trans -
used this trip only.
Philadelphia to pick
ion, "FAST MaIL,

84 Hrs,

one of only 6-7 reported, "JaRRETT & PALM:ER'S
Continental Train, June 1, 1876, 12110 A.M.",

Run was from New York to San Francisco, via
up an operatic group from Centennial LXposit-
FROM N.Y." is one of but two known,

- /Ky”/ é CO//,/” = 2N, |

e
o '
s o )
A ':{/; ("?/ 1 - - A._.,.,._:// \’—/ s, -

_
P P LE R

"ADAMSTOWN B, & O. R.
celled on the cars",.

R." (Maryland). A route agent marking "“can-
Notes: stamp is seldom seen brown skade.

us



RAILROAD

No Y-

RAILROAD

MIDLAND UNION

WINT®WRTOWN

PACIFIC

“rain 16 West

MONTREAL

R. ROAD

refurn tev

-~

[/ net corlled forine O D

"NIGHT"

Yo




RAILROAD

Railroad station cancelé. showing the warp and weave of the
cloth used on these station masters® ticket cancellers.,

“"2.:40 P M" "N & W" (Norwich & "g P.M,"
Worcester R.R.)

"11 & M"




RAILROAD

. r
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In ten days retarn to

R.J. WILLIAMS,
Manufacturer of anJd Dealer in

ROOFING SLATE,

Qranville, N. Y.

A

“"CHICAGO

I

& DUN(LITH) R.P.0.", to Canada

"CHI.& T. HAUTE, AGT." "PATTERSON CREEK, B & O R.R."

4t




CARRIERS

Indicates delivery of mail by U.S. government carrier from post-

office to the addressee who paid the fee. A practice recognized
by an Act of March 3, 1825, and continued until July 1, 1863,
when free delivery to all became routine.

St. Louis
boxed "l1lc"

New York Boston

REGISTERED

0fficial "Registration" mail, begun in the U.S. on July i, 1855
was often indicated by use of only the letter "R", but not always




LOCAL PICK UP and DELIVERY in WASHINGTON, D.C,.

"WAGON NO.(?), TRIP 5"
Used on mail collected and distributed by wagon, a system also used
in Buffalo and New York City, and a forerunner of street car mail.

Type cancel used on mail posted for delivery in the city about 1874,
Earlier, "Local® was not included, and by 1875 the cork “killer" had
become a propellor type. In 1878 the ink was changed to purple, and
in 1880 the "Local" was dropped.

COLLECTION & DISTRIBUTION of MAIL by STREET CAR in BALTIMORE, MD.

"CAR. 1" (discovery copy) very early provisional in use only
a few days. "CAR 2" likely Arlington & So, Baltimore route.

50



LOCAL PICK UP and DELIVERY in NEW YORK CITY

Smallep versions of some of the foreign mail type cancels were
applied to mail posted in the city for delivery therein.,

Tont o Rt fLS T G
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ATTRITION

Wood and cork from which cancellers of the mid to late 1800°'s
were carved tended to wear poorly, sometimes even breaking,

Candle flame

At center above is example of canceller when almost new. At
sides are varying degrees of wear from continued daily use,

while cover shows canceller almost completely worn out.

‘ //(‘JJ R/ arTs 4 L/’/i[}12/f(z/6,

(2ﬁ(/;{(1’ﬁ(l:

- £

| W

Apparently between October, 1896,

roads canceller at left wore out, So, likely from his ubiqui-
tous broom handle, the postmaster carved a new one, albeit a

bit more ornate this time.

and March, 1897, the croés'




TERRITORIALS

Before joining the Union and becoming a state, many geogra-
phic locations functioned as Territories, and their cancels

so indicated.

/

Nevada Territory
(Joined Union October 31, 1864)

Wyoming
Territory

Indian
Territory

Minnesota Territory

(Still in use after joining Union May 11, 1858)

(Wheeling is now in West Virginia)

53




REGISTRY TRANSIT MARKINGS _ l

These were applied by Registry sections as a control marking
on the back of mail coming in to New York City. Part of post-
age was sometimes used on envelope backs as a security sealer
in lieu of wax and received these control markings,

oY



U. S. EXPRESS MAIL

Applied to mail carried by special stage coach service between

New York and Boston, the country®s busiest business corridor.

Boxes were designated for deposit of this mostly business ori-

ented mail for which no surcharge was required as these stages
also carried freight and passengers.,

From New York to Boston
(not common in red)

From Boston to New York

WELLS, FARGO & CO. EXPRESS

This firm conducted stage, express, and freight business in
the western part of the U.S. and applied its own cancels.

San Francisco

Used from Viectoria, British Columbia
(superimposed over photo)

5§



EXPRESS MAIL

Late in the Civil War the Confederate postal system began to dis-
integrate, becoming progressively less reliable. Consequently the
private Express Carriers thrived, though they could handle only
"Money Letters" which, though they might not contain money, could
have a value declared and thus circumvent the postal system which
prohibited their carrying any First Class mail. The 1861 Express
Carrier rates were as low as .25, however by 1865 had reached in
some cases as high as $10,

RS 1 O UL

Marked “Express" this envelope
had a declared value "V $5,00"




SLAVE MAIL

Mail carried by a slave from one plantation to another.

From John A. Cobb to his uncle,

Col.

John B. Lamar.

Carried by a

slave named Henry ("Per Henry & horse"), "horse" included to att-

est to the fact the slave

INDEPENDENT STATEHOOD

was not escapimg with a stolen animal.

Georgia seceded from the Union January 19, 1861, The new Confed-

erate

one of the original 7 states,

government was formed February L, 1861,

with Georgia as

This was mailed January 25, 1861,

during the mere 16 days of Georgia's independent statehood.

—
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UNOFFICIAL MARKINGS

Avplied by business firms/covernment offices, but often confused
with official mail service markings which follow this catesory.

>
}/ *J"

Postulation: overweicht set of documents received this marking at
Patent Office. No postal marking on stamp indicates possible hand
delivery by D.C. attorney so as to accept his fee from inventor.

“\\J

14
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"CHURCH"
Common practice was to sell by eroup subscription at a discount, the
postage being lower if sent in one 90x. annotation indicates 17 pack-
ages of blue chemical ordered by a church group, as noted at left,

"ATTANTION" "CASH"

"NIGHT SORTING SsRVICA"
Probably used by an outside firm doing night time mail sorting
so it will be ready for processing when the work day begins,

5%




MAIL SERVICE MARKINGS

Used to indicate a condition, description, situation, or

problem pertinent to the handling and servicing of mail.

& [ R ¢ 0

"OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED"

Issues prior to 1861 demonetized and no
longer valid for postage with advent of Civil War

"Return to writer"

Provisional Postage Due

Used in Detroit, Michigan, for 7 days only.

"CIRCULARS"

"CANCELLED"




i

MAIL SERVICE MARKINGS

.7 bar grid, first official cancelling device
(Boston Penny Post Local)

"VIa NICARAGUA P in ~ircle
AHEAD OF fHE MAILS" (foreign po-tacre due)

"MAIL ROUTE" "U.eS. SENATE
Coastal mail New Orleans to Charleston POST OFFICE"
and Savannah, circa 1849-51

Etoille Muette (French: "Mute Star")

Used'in Paris, 1852-1907, on outgoing mail. Possible letter
received uncancelled, so applied to "kill" the U.S. stamp,

(0




"INSUFFICIENT
PAID"

Two slugs, no date Pointing hand "REC'D. in
Lth Class Mail (Return to sender) BOSTON, MASS."

At time this stamp was current, Special Delivery letters required
a receipt signature. When unable to deliver, notice was left for
recipient to pick up as fee covered one delivery only. Balance of
this cancel probably read, ("Returned to office by carrier) No., 3"
and a date. This identified the carrier so he could be confronted
should the recipient complain about non-delivery,

ol



MAIL SERVICE MARKINGS

Anchor in diamond of dots "AMERICA UBER B3REMEN FRANCO"
French ship marking Prepaid mail from US via: Brems

"BAJA, 30 ENE 99"
01d Spanish canceler saw limited use in Puerto Rico during Ameri-
can occupation; "ENE" abbreviation for "ENERO" (January).

"EMERGENCY STAMP"
Early usage by Railway Mail Service when regular canceler missing
due to wreck, flood, lost, strayed, stolen, or absent clerk.,

bk



MAIL SERVICE MARKINGS

"P, D" (2nd period missing)
"PAID TO DESTINATION". U.P.U. marking per French Treaty Port
such as Bordeaux, later Hamburg when Germany adopted treaty.

From Boston, Mass, generally seen on two
cent value since used as a local rate cancel.

Detroit parcel post clerk identification number, believed to
exist through number 6, Generally seen on values above three
cents, commonest on six and ten., Same type marking known from
Chicago and Philadelphia. Occasioned by the presence of large
mail order firms in area. (Philadelphia being National Bella

Hesse, a seed merchant).

"NEW YORK “INQUIRY DIVISION"
DIRECT TRANSIT"

(03




MAIL SERVICE MARKINGS
"CORRECT"

-

2

Rubber stamp used by R.P.0. clerks in 1970's. A route slip accom-
panied each Registry mail bag showing contents. When bag passed
from one clerk's tour on to the next, receiving clerk opened bag,
verified contents and, if as stated, stamped with his "“CORRECT"
marker. Seldom seen on postal items, but when applied usually due
to oversicht or carelessness,

The Mail Chute

=

" R
==l l" Over 100 in use in leading o SR
hotels and yas N
£ D

R N

/|| OFFICE BUILDINGS | /- "' "~ O\
| —— (;3 c Qﬁ
il | BOSTON, NEW YORK, ST
Il | |[PHILADELPHIA, cHicAGO, | 3 1
= ALBANY, UTICA, ot
Il prerpmic Lrrrers 23 Y | ROCHESTER, DETROIT, R .
e — MINNEAPOLIS, ™

"’[’ £ | sT. Louis, LoutsviLLE,

2 PORTLAND, BUFFALO, Cleveland Stone Company

| —= [CINCINNATI, ST. PAUL,
miin L WASHINGTON . -

o= = 4 i\ 2] i P2

‘ 7l | DENVER, BALTIMORE, |- Wilshire EBldg,

AND

MANY OTHER CITIES,

Cleveland

l In connection with the

U. 8. POST OFFICE

Collection Seruice, Oh 10

| If not in your building, write us
l i ||ll J ““/,- for Eundili?;nl = &
0

= 5 | ek uppled. THE U. S, MAIL CHUTE

JCOLLECTING- LETTERS FROM: The CUTLER MF'G CO., ROCHESTER, N. Y,
THE BOX, oA STREET FLoOPY | PATENTED. SOLE MAKERS,

“ADVERTISED"

Mail sent to a post office was held for a period of time for add-
ressee to pick up. When this period passed a local ad was run for
addressee, . If still uncalled for, letter was sent to Dead Letter
Office if no outside return address present. ‘

by




WHIMSICAL

With the frustrations attendant to a postmaster's job, there
must have been times when a sense of humor did help.

Commode seat
(Pot(! )tstown, Pa)

Black eye! Framed " Peek=~a-boo Thumb print Monocle!

o feet -

I /14;%ACZ;%LQQL*__r

Watering can,

from Pitcher, N.Y.

(5



NEW YORK FOREIGN. MAIL-

Applied to mail originating in New York City during period 1870~
76 destined for abroad, except for Canada, and processed through.
the Port of N.Y. Over 156 distinctive designs were used, most all
in intricate geometrics. All values of the large Bank Note issues

df the 1870*s are known thus cancelled, and one of each is shown,




SHIP

Markings which by their nature clearly indicate water travel,

"Ripley, Purser" indicates revenue
use on a document while aboard ship.

"STEAMER™ "STrAM SHIP"

"SHIP"

!

"2 ects," "STEAM 5" (Mobile, Ala.) "TROY & NEW YORK
(Troy & N.Y.) STEAM BOAT"

"PAC., STEAM WHALING CO. "DETROIT AND ALGONAC®™
Stmr. NEWPORT" ("S" for South sailing)

61




U. S. SHIP
/’vm'm""’**
N B
A
/‘;f" . RN

. " o
bty "4 ] l
\ 3?" ¥

“u, -

Baltimore & Norfolk Boat

days, to be returned to
—

Ocean Mail (small 6-bar open grids uncommon in red)

6?




SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL MARKING

A marking used in New York to evidence late mailings (up to
about one hour before sailing time) on foreign bound letters
deposited on wharves or at certain General Post Offices.

The normal postage rate was doubled for this service, so the
three cent value is seldom seen thus cancelled,

Missed the Boat

These marks indicate the sailing date was missed, so letters
were put aboard the next available outward bound ship.

"T00 LATE"

Letter originated in New Orleans (per cancel on back) bound
. for Europe, evidenced by French receiving mark "“Etats-Unis",
and routed to New York for a specific ship's sailing date.

69




"NeW YORK STwAMSHIP"
The United States and Brazil Steamship Co., was the regularly
scheduled contract carrier to and from Brazil via St. Thomas
and stamps of the U S were applied in St. Thomas on mail de-
stined for N.Y. and cancelled there on date the ship docked.

The letter bearing this stamp was carried by the Merrimack and
arrived in 1869 or 1871, (arrival date in 1870 was June 20th).
The contract rate was 10 cents per half ounce,

During the period 1870~71 none of the above contract carrier's
ships docked in N.Y. on March 31, because arrivals every month
were on the 19th, 20th, or 21st. (The year could not have been
1869 inasmuch as this 10 cent value was issued april 1, 1869),.
Therefore arrival was by non-contract carrier, and could well
have even Dbeen one of the Pacific Mail Steamship Line vessels
coming into N.Y. out of Vera Cruz, Mexico.

POST=D ABOARD SHIPS

Many passenger lines, with crew personnel assiegned postal dut=-

ies, accented and cancelled mail posted on board to be routed
on at the next port of call,

"SS5, GAORGIAY "STZAMER KATAHDIN®

10




POSTED ABROAD or in U, S, PROTSCIORATzS

The U.S. had postal agencies at many locations around the
world at which mail back to the States could be deposited.

Japan

Yokohama

Bngland

Windsor Mills, Southampton
Quebec Packet Letter

Santiago, Cuba

China Hawaii

Shanghai Mil, Sta., No. 1
Manila, Phil, Islands

-



FOREIGN TRANSIT & RECEZIVING MARKS

Mail leaving the U.S. for foreign countries was stiruck with a
"Receiving Mark" upon arriving in the next country, which may
or may not have been the ultimate destination of the letter.

Charing Cross London I

This receiving mark, applied at Christiania, Norway, and often
called the "Swiss Bridge" cancel, was apparently placed right
on the stamp in order to "kill" it since the original purple
cancel is barely visible.

L



ANIMALS

The world of nature presented a deady source for the more tal-

ented postmasters to carve their own versions of many of the
world®'s recognizable animals =« - - = '

Rabbit Runnine fox

5 days, return to
TIZENS BANK,
NDERSON, N. C.

s %1 LU 1

Horse head

Mongoose Leaping stags

73




ANIMALS

Dinosaur




BIRDS

- = = - and its flying creatures = = - -

2 .‘v : S w{‘“}, o
Black bird Blue bird

Bird in nest Duck's head

Setting hens

¥




INSECTS

- = - = as well as smaller flying forms = = - =

- - = Bumblebees = - - = "Shoo fly"

SEA CREATURES

- = = = including, also, inhabitants of the deep = = = =

Sea shell Sea shell

T6



FLORA

= = « = while not forgetting the plant life that abounds = « = =

Shamrocks

TREES

- = =« = gome of which attain the size of trees = « « =

petals

7



LEAVES

« - = « and, of course, trees and plants do have leaves - = - =

WORLD GLOB&ES

-~ = = = which is true all over the world.,

With longitudinal lines

]

73



RELIGIONS

Some of the different faiths came in for a share of recognition.

Christian

Crosses

Jewish

The word "Lord" in Hebrew

8 proneg Chanukah menorah Aleph
(candelabrum) (Hebrew letter “A")

6 point Star of David

7‘1




POTPOURRI

Any imaginable object was fair zame for becoming a canceller.

Tomahawks

Padlocks

Arrowheads




MASONICS

The many symbols of Masonry used as inspirations for cancels

would indicate a number of postmasters were Masons,

In keystone
with crescent

Negative trowel

Each letter
a secret code

3!




MASONICS

Diamond

In circle of
geometrics

- = =« = Trowels =« « =« «

Crosses

In a wreath

Knight Templar
(cross omitted)

In a
diamond

In keystones

L




]

FRATERNAL

Masons, however, were not the only group to attract members,
as evidenced here, so other affiliations were duly honored.

Mummers

False teeth

0dd Fellows

Friendship links

23



KU KLUX KLAN

Immediately after the Civil War feelinzgs were still sharply di-

vided amomg many, and some postmasters shared these sentiments,

Sword and "K K"

s SStes EES S ol

,?ﬁfvs,‘n ‘.{? TATR \,s,

”K K K" ’

A clerk in the Columbus, Ga.,
device and on April 7, 1875,

skull & crossbones

Klan hood

office fashioned this K. K. K.
cancelled letters that passed

through his hands. The postmaster confiscated the device and

dischareged the clerk.

7




The WATERBURY CANCELLATIONS

The best known most innovative group of cancels was carved from
cork by John W. Hill, postmaster at Waterbury, Conn. . Popularly
referred to as "waterburys", many were used only a few days be-
fore they broke and were discarded.

Buttonless shoe Rosette, Chrysanthemum
8 sesments

Woman in bonnet

Holly sprig

Man with hat Five hearts around a star
(earliest design by Hill)

3y



—

The WATERBURY CANCELLATIONS

Beer barrel v y : Baseball game

"W" for Waterbury
(struck twice)

g6



The WATERBURY CANCELLATIONS

Man with derby Bridgeport fireman

eturn to BLAKE & JOHNSON,
TERBURY, New Haven Co., Conn,

“f not delivered within 10 days. /

I3

bas e . [

"100" ’

) 2

Maple leaf

Centennial cancel

WATERBURY, CONN.

2501TS ‘jﬁﬁﬁ ley
; f\/&%{ug BOOK. SIORE.

Return it not ealled for within ten days,

Y/

- //{JLN_

Large bee

5 point star

Three leaf shamrocks




8 seements

The

WATERBURY CANCELLATIONS

Nestineg duck

Heart with arrow
pointing down to rieght

Stylized leaf

Heart with arrow
pointing down to left

|

14




The WATZRBURY TANCZLLATIONS

‘:‘
g oL ~
g -
S ot
7 {
\"'u.;ru

i VY

e

Holly sprigz (note December

24 daté)

el T
"p” e
l'i A E"?'ﬁkf .
T ~ 7
o -

I " .
g

7

.

Zebra head

Crossroads, double segments

3 leaf shamrock

Elm leaf

8



The WATEZRBURY CANCZLLATIONS

L e A i e D

) \./C 1\/'
b N /) /A, SO

Outline star (not listed)

/7 . | 73,,&/, ’

4 ring target (not listed)

< i;/ 222 ZTZ&an_ (14QL~7‘5

‘.—&“Z L «

«L—.,

Ten petal leaf

q0




The WATERBURY CANCELLATIONS

}j /
"FORWARDZD"
Padlock cagle & shield
; T
; //" "\" ‘E !}0
: [ )\ ®
L ; 1%7)‘<
3 . wd /
S

Shield, 8 bars, open top

i




The WATERBURY CANCELLATIONS

.

///ZM/ (/{/;4r% . /é////{

C e FUF G i rop

/
S '//»//"?/ P

(////(z .

“irele of heartis enclecine gix-pointed rosette

Oval eorill

0 .

vg24222£}éy/<\>’! Z/;A N SRt

Negative "A" in octagon

4 hearts pointing inward (local rate)

9L




The WATsRBURY ANCzLLATIONS

4 = . al
L / ;
A RS
wiecht seements enclosed in circle of 16 triancles

Oval erid, tyve I
(a purchased canceller, not carved by Hill)

————

7 ’//' . . ‘:‘"\.\".

(o007 - P

’ SRS :
IA Vo ’

Rosette, 12 segments

3



The WATZRBURY ZCANCALLATIONS

Circular grid, type 9

i

Oval erid, tyve 6

T
R 2l g
., \

N\

arrowheads, eisht segments

N




The WATERBURY CaNCELLATIONS

Rosette, 8 hollow segments

.

Outegoing
v e
| f{ih
’f Joe .
7 , , P |
v s T > .
- / WA Sy , -
( CC le /o / / \<’( (/ BV )
.7 .y
S 07~~3T1//
4 /(,L/(C_ ¢ "2 ¢ L_,‘;
(ool
-
Incoming
|
I
Used at the receiving post office as a killer since
"annapolis" cancel did not adequately obliterate the stamp. H

as



The WATERBURY CaNCELLATIONS
A "Cony Cat"

Waterbury 3 leaf shamrock

"NAUGATUCK R.R." with a 3 leaf shamrock

(7.
/,/}2-}’ ’4( & ’a{:‘ & , i (Zﬂ (dl./ "1 g

vl

(enclosure from above)

letter mailed in special box at railroad station, cancelled
on traln by a Route Acent who had seen a similar type from
Waterbury, so carved and used his own version.,

1¢




The BRATTLEBORO CANCELLATIONS

Though not as celebrated as cancels from Waterbury, Conn, some from
Brattleboro, Vt, are well known and spectacular in their own right.

’ \A? ; ) B,
; 9 bl - &‘LE{"}\
! \KMO\‘ -74:}‘* F, i auy\\{?\%

N LY ey

Ui nack \Qﬂ)@& AR * ey f

‘ A
.’./;;L :,-ﬂ B > z/ “'— e 7\(/64 a2 << »x
e

-

— e R
194 ‘i/ ~

Man chasing fox from hen house

s;j~g/

. YA <
Fancy cross '
——— — = |
N b
/{M\fi«ﬂ - 1 = k‘\
P ~
N
. ¢ g ’ .
T e, [
\\\ ‘\~§ \
\-“ «_._,.u""‘" I
P — et e b s s st R . e il —2 b I
Ornate geometric
]
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The GRANGER CANCELLATIONS

another imaginative postmaster did his thing in Granger, Indiana

Indian symbols

Pointing hand with “G"

il




PARTY LOVERS

The "fun" people were remembered (even if the postmaster him-

gself did not happen to be an imbiber - - - or maybe he was!).

Beer barrels

.‘l" .
n
, Mo
t s
:\’ - k)
‘\\ oLt
‘W Ve L.
AR
) ol

Bottle

Coffee pot

M




GAMES

To while away time checkers, cards, and chess were undoubtedly
popular pastimes, consequently the customs were acknowledged.

Chessman

Clubs

Chess and checkerboards

- = = = while, for some, there was always horse shoes to play.

(double strike)

(0o




BODILS

While some postmasters and clerks concentrated on nature, as
shown earlier, others gave their attention to the body, and
its parts = = - = -

Gineerbread man Dancine lady The Jester

HiaDS

- = guch as many versions of crania - - - -

Woman's head Man with crooked nose Liberty head

Roman egladiator Union soldier Man in derby hat

10]




Neanderthal man Queen Nefertitti Comic face

Clown face

Liberty head Framed bust Comic head

Y/, C/ﬂL/,,m

Man in derby hat

Man with beard Indian in headdress




-~ = = = including, of course, mask and comic versions - « « =

HeaDS

HANDS and FEeT

- - - - while some may have been said to have had

a fetish for the pedal extremities = - - =

(03




CLOTHING

e =« = = for which there was footwear, and other apparel -« « = =

Bow knot

Mexican
sombrearo

Top hat

Stovepipe hats

Coachman's hat




HEARTS

- = = = to protect the body which did need to have a heart,

Broken heart Circles of hearts

rom———

—

If not called for in Ten Days, return to
J. H. B. RENFRO,
COUNTY CLERK,
ELIZABETHTOWYN, - ILLINOIS.

/..//ZM/z ’{c//&C
7 (///

PN

Bleeding heart

|05




UNUSUAL

These are two well known, not often seen,

cancels on the first

regular issue, forerunners of what later came to be referred to

among the more unusual markings as "Fancy Cancels"

———————————
“:\pv)
WX:}\ \gﬁiv
.r/ a8 j | ,
,, "si" J;\:\ \_\\)\[
RS 3 v !
@ G 6 :
N Oy (™ Ct e Cotve C;:///‘? N
_ N
; Dy p
7652/77’ S &N
PR Y
Miee £ A N
Scarabd
St. Johnsbury, Vt,.
\,}"‘ .
”
A
R
A
Ny
’ . A " /-2", 7 - ﬂrﬂ/f ()( /.z(// ////(/
,,fﬁ‘ : ya C;ZQO// (fa
Gk e ° ©
f/‘ 2 J .

Herringbone
Binghamton, N.Y.

(0




UNUSUAL

sye, "CURz", "U" ("I CURE YOU")
and “TRADEMARK" in left arm of "U".
Precancel used for multiple mailings Dby
a pharmaceutical firm in Harshaville, Pa,
makers of Armstrong's Diptheria & Quinsy Drops.

Pool table

Spiral

Tortoise's shell Rock of Ages *3 C"(ents)

— _



UNUSUAL

J3ggvd

and used as a "killer",

Postmaster at McIndoes Falls, Vt., removed a trademark plaque
from sole of a Diamond Rubber Co., boot, attached to canceler,
this impression is in reverse image.

Believed to be bust of
General John Charles Fremont

g
TTETE O U TR o

Monogram of postmaster C. L. Fritz

nCn
"LN
nF"
an
uI "
"Tll
NZ "

Bald head man

is outside border

is to right of "R"

is inside the "R"

is easily seen

runs top to bottom, breaks "Z"

uses vertical "I", has cross at top

shows clearly

Man with beard

(o



UNUSUAL

a0 .
«/ s (, /{_// s éf/é‘!«c(/ u !m'y

“PAID 3" (negative) in fancy shield with stars
(possibly unique)

R

"USED & DONE FOR"
(reportedly only 6-8 known)

Negative head and face

(07




UNUSUAL

il

VA e e e

k ’1AY 9 1881 -
~ i

3 s

Man's face, full front view

)
/(j&»z// ‘77 @J/y—

("' 0"‘7’/L (_4 . 22K

Man's profile

o




UNUSUAL

Two snakes interlaced
("C S" for Confederate States?)

Grid of red dots

This crude drawing of a fish,

centuries (1-50 or 100 A.D.),
dicate places where believers

a Christian symbol of the early
was used as a password or to in-
could meet and worship.

"GLEN" (in reverse)

Signet ring canceller of EMK
Glen, P.M., Macedon, N.Y.

Fraternal design

Pentagon and
decahedron
(figure with 10 plane surfaces)

e

- / /
ﬁ/fﬁt?[?gzé/éii 3

Ve
< 7 )

Rope (double strike)

(



UNUSUAL

r<?;‘-

iy

i
"

ey

” SLOO "
(not SO0 Line Railroad)
Postal clerk's name in Cairo, Ill, during 1877-79 period

Cie wtrikea)

‘ r"'fﬁ//’ / //

//ﬂw / /("JJ .///()7 !

Sometimes called "The Persian Ruq“

Three leaf clover duplex, double strikes

Ornamental mortised handstamp
Metal arabesque tvve marker, from commercial source, used pri-
marily durine stamoless period, so this is fairly late usacge.
Oricinally used to personalize linens, clothing, books, ete,.,
a set screw held the desired markine in place,

s




UNUSUAL

"

e

717(1/(.. . / Lot oA g . L(/ﬁﬂ",w&w
%ﬁ 3//’éﬂa;///_d é¢i
[ ﬂ A \

7
.o ¥ y
7;#;,(/(/“ . /f}? e et

P J—

LS e IR
PR FY L Lol N

Yosnaking hands

fLagle & shield

Locomotive and tender
(cancel partialiy reproduced)

DowAGIAC, MicH.

CYRUS TUTHILL, Sccrotary,
Cass Co. Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insurance Co.,
~
.

If not called for in 10 days return to

Possible "Loz" cancel from Michigan 1umbering country

113



UNUSUAL

"U S A" and (avpe) “"Linlcin" 1n field of stars
(both by same carver at n»inany, N.Y., post office)

i

"P.O" in box Man in moon Stylized butterfly

1y




UNUSUAL

Mortar and pestle

Statue

Ve )

Barle and arrows
"Kinegsessine, Pa,"

Sprocket, stars
in circle

"3 cts" included
in cancel

Mail opouch Lyres, large & small Fleur de lis

s




UNUSUAL

RESECEESIN

Schoolmarm

U S soldier in full equipment

The III cent coin was current at the time.

=

A

N Y

e



laak
(neart shape)

UNUSUAL

S

A U S S U U

Bi-color grid plus city, date, county, state stamp

1 1] NIX "
(reverse image)

Star in a star
in a shield

"M" in axe head

Heart
in a shield

11




UNUSUAL

In the mid-1860*'s, Tioga Centre, N.Y., was obviously a tiny
community, the outgzoing mail volume. so small its postmaster
had ample time to hand draw his cancels.

¢ { - . / é r
s Al 25 VPP A
déj,ﬁ
PR
A R A Z» -
4

Plant

Tree

(s



Crescent
and globe

"3I4" in star
(34th Mass.,

‘'olunteers)

(uncommon nn :irn value)

UNUSLaAL

Crescent
and star

+

TR |

Priangle (struck twice)
(Dead Letter Office use)

s

i

; P /ﬁ/_/ vy

e A -/ e -
Ly 7 ," i
(VA P IRV
/74 ‘ s ‘,/
S T L. st -',/',
/
’
k4
4 4 e -,
Le PR 2
Jre ey ey
s
VR ]

Rocking
chair

Cowboy on
bucking bronco

Sunbursts

lq




UNUSUAL

Man-in-the=-moon
with star

Gladiator with sword
and shield upraised

Thistle
in circle

Irish harp
(ereen)

Witch

(Salem, Mass.,)

]

(L0



UMUSUAL

Man in the moon

SEPTEMSBER NOTICE, //\’ ,.‘_.,
1887 AR
) Membership Department, fa
| Mutual Relief Society, ‘ SPM
| ROCHESTER, N. Y. ' 107
g 110 and D. ' R
f L]

Skull and crossbones

A

Stylized easle/shield

Rower in boat

Cannon

(21




UNUSUAL

Masonic compass & =quare in circle
(Post office at Charlestown,

N.ri., used both red & blue inks)

L W‘ %‘.w

N .

FososoN !

£ BRA

TR

y g "‘ 2 -y . e ’.
r a125< #/f;44;¢<{?<qa¢fi22ida¢44?§L
B A , P , AR
Star-in-pentagon-in-star with "UNION" around

o ' T T
™ Return to THE NATIONAL BANK;,
' OGDENSBURG, N. Y,

If not delivered within 10 days.

Feather duster

[BAN




UNUSUAL

.
- oy
Vs y 2,

S A f
; .
kY
i e
11 "4‘
I s L
-
k3 ’

m*lL__ml_mﬂnzf:ZAf‘“ﬁii/?ﬁ_, I

R 3

P

g\ (S

Bear's paw

If not delivered within 10 days, return to

Massachusetts Arms Co.,

MANUCFACTUNLERS OF

MAYHARD RIrLES, ZTC

Chicopee Falls, Mass.

Hammer

13




UNUSUAL !
i

Man with beard

Time flies (?) “TIME"

ree
“ 4 /I/ (/'/ 5111«1/4 /’L/S)

/["}( ¢ / Lo ;u:l/ (/ ('

Liberty
Bell

Union soldier's cap

Boxed "S"
(in reverse)

Y



UNUSUAL

[ - B - . N\ -/
T b St e e o 5};
Ty sl ‘ N YR — /

m

\'T‘}; \[

YA nk =

2
S /"
E .
: // A/

\ / R -

Triangular mask
Top hat 3 dimensional box Hearts with arrow

/55/%%/47

/A T

Picture frame

1y




UNUSUAL

Octason

Hailnes Falls, N.Y., advertises the Catskill Mountains

"CAL" cancel indicates California, likely San Francisco. Probably
one Oriental to another, a return address since same on the cover

may have been in ®nglish and not understood by recipient.

(2%



UNUSUAL

s

P
S E R OPT
ST

he mann

(e tarmarpnict 2 faces, o rwnive, other positive)

"3v Clasped hands "7 over "12" Charter Oak
(woodcut) holding cross Quaker date stamp Hartford, Conn.

Indians "XIII" Scare crow
in head dress Roman numeral with "P O"




UNUSUAL

Pumpkin Engagemen’ rins Pipe

"USED" Shield, with Ladder
crossed cannons

Probably a Swedish receiving mark on a letter from the U.S., with
additional franking to pay full rate., Stamp not cancelled, so an

observant clerk did his duty.

(13




SPRING INSECTS

So-called because they "May Bee" as described
or may not be - - a strong imagination helpsl

2 L

Sea horse

Winged flyer

e
R

Log cabin with chimney
(from Lincoln countrys Henry, Ill,)

Iy




UNUSUAL PLaCZ NaMeS

Not all post offices were burdened with common every day names.

ORI X
¥

y / P
”/?7517//74/CV PiaVa)

\'///AIMA/

JAMBOREE, KY.

RASHER IRON
WORKS, N.Y.

Ne VADA

WIDE AWAKE, KY.

{30




UNUSUAL PLACE NAMES

34»4.?‘...% /;/m

M. ./f;,,. /fé, ol

BLACKS & WHITES,

VA,

YOU BET, CAL,

kA,

SETZLERS STORE, Pa.

TOTAL WRZCK, ARIZONA

13\



UNUSUAL PLACE NaMiS

FERNANDZZ DE TAOS, N. MEX,
(Territorial, joined Union Jan., 6, 1912)

YANKEE JIMS, CaL.,

i & ok i
' w21 %
_ \ Wy p
/‘—‘ UIJ/ \\ P ‘)f

/ A
a8 p . )
e N )Z /Z 4”’ 211 T /7/// 1‘/ 3 rrood s’

e _’/,_./,L:L“ﬁ XS e o

FRUGALITY, Pa,

3L




FAKE CANCELS

Unusual cancels command premium prices, which beckons
the faker., These stamps are cenuine, cancels no good.

waterbury, Conn.,

"a,J.", skull & crossbones
aAndrew Johnson's tombstone

Waterbury, Conne.

Clrwn ""lones”

Irishman

Purported to be from Waterbury, Conn., but known as "copy
cat"cancels as neither has ever been reported from there.

=

FLORIDA HORTICULTURAL CO.,
GUTLER, DADE CO., FLORIDA.

*Bans ot Pl Onemetal Phot and T

MARTIN BENSON, Manager.

¢

EAY
f

Indian in

Devil with
head dress

pitchfork

R

Cow's head Running pig Skull and
crossbones

(33




FAKES & FORGERIES

Purple tarecet
(type not used until (Jean de Sperati's only forgery
many years later) of a U.S. regular issue)

X
)
il
b
N
/<4;
k3
2%

il

Starrurst Comic “ace Snield Sprocket

Cardboard proof thinned down & perforated;
starburst cancel also fake

"U.S. MaIL"

': f’\ .
'y ,ﬂ\' Q
Fake precancel Three leaf clover
("¢" for Glastonsbury, Conn)

&
AW AR oy & KINTS
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