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* the Treasury a power of taking the postage by anticipation,

' and a
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Under examination before this Committee on the

different systems of stamps, Mr. Hill first gives the

members to
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however, well recollected and records the facts—not a word

from him about an Adhesive Stamp, the merit of which

Mr. Francis would have been the first to claim for Eovvdand

Hill had there been the smallest foundation for
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nica " and the " Dictionary of National Biographj^" and to

the

of

(thrd)Tj
ET
/F1 9.75 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 3402 2737 Tm
authoritiesd

the

and

"of
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at the same engineering business, testifies to having known

and been told of this by his then fellow apprentice,

D. Maxwell, confirming the date. Mr. John D. Wears,

father of the well-known Philatelist, Mr. T.
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SIR HENRY COLE'S PAPERS AND THE ADHESIVE
STAMP OF Mr. CHALMERS.

In his *' Fifty Years
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this " Collection of Postage Papers," Sir Henry Cole has

indeed left a valuable legacy to me, and to all prepared to

recognise the true originator of the adhesive postage stamp.

These papers include a printed statement of Mr.
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" singly, and affix one to a letter by means of wetting the

" back of the slip with a sponge or brush, just with as

" much facility as applying a wafer."—Adding that the

stamp might answer both
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" advantages into consideration, the use of stamped slips

"is certainly the most preferable system; and, should

" others
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for the purpose of carrying out his scheme in practice

formed no part of the original proposals or intention of

Mr. Hill, how comes it that James Chalmers did not receive

the official credit for his invention and timely proposal to

which he was entitled '?
" The explanation or excuse which

Mr. Hill, in

timelytoMr.
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for Mr. Hill. However, in a letter of 18th January, 1840,

Mr. Hill informs Mr. Chalmers that his claim cannot be

admitted because he, Mr. Hill, had himself anticipated

Mr. Chalmers' proposal of December, 1837, by having him-

self proposed the adoption of the Adhesive Stamp in

February of the same year ! A mere pretence and after-

thought bred of the success which had attended the pro-

posal of Chalmers. Mr. Hill, as has been proved, had

utterly failed to see the value of the Adhesive Stamp in

place of having proposed to adopt it up to the very period

of the introduction of the Penny Postage Bill in July,

1839, a year and a half after the official proposal to

that effect by James Chalmers. In reply, Mr. Chalmers

pointed this out to Mr. Hill, handing him a copy of

his, Mr. Hill's, letter to him of 3rd March, 1838. " Why
" did you not tell me anything of this before ? There is

'' a copy of your letter of 3rd March, 1838, when I sent

" you my plan, in which n1 1694 1870 TTf
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" printed documents for your information, as it is by no

"means improbable that be may strive to get you to insert

" some untrue statement wben you deal with tlie question

" of the Post Office and Postal Eeform.
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men in their dotage. He further gives his sanction to the

persistent way in which I have been misrepresented in the

Pjress as " claiming the Penny Postage Scheme for my
father," thus rendering my claim too ridiculous to obtain

attention. A cause that has to be supported by such

means must be weak indeed. The following from my late

pamphlet,
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* Lunacy are in want of a promising case they might find

' one at Wimbledon admirably adapted to
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slioukl know the name of its originator. This knowledge,

notwitlistanding the yet silence of many

theThis
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transferred to James Chalmers. Nor has this transfer

been conjEined to the PhilateHc world. Historical Societies,

University and State Libraries, with members of the Press

having likewise admitted my claims.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMEPJCA.

To the 13 Philatelic Societies in the United States

already mentioned, I am now enabled to add several others

which have formally recognised James Chalmers
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of the

thetheofofofthethe
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" Chalmers' carefully worked-out ideas and plans were

laid before the British Trcar9y,h

andthe
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