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Prince Edward Island 9

[1868] :—

4d., black.

6d., yellow green.

9d., red lilac, mauve, very pale lilac red
Varieties :—

1d., orange, imperf. vertically.

9d., red lilac, imperf. vertically.

2d., rose, rouletted
Bisects :—

% of 2d., rose.

4 of 3d., blue.

4 of 4d., black.

1 of 9d., red lilac (known witii MS, surcharge 44d.).

F In this issue, the 2d., 3d. and 6d. stamps are precisely
the same design and colours as in issue I., the only
difference being in the perforation, which in this issue
gauges in all possible compound combinations between
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first printings of the 1d. and 9d. were in the brown
orange and lilac shades respectively, all later 'supplies
being in orange to yellow orange for thejld.:, and
reddish lilac for the 9d.

Marginal stamps generally show, on the outer edge,
and at a distance of lmm. from the design, a thin line
of colour. The line is generally very much broken
and disconnected, especially on the 9d., where, in
fact, it appears but seldom ; in the later printings of
both values it became more and more indistinct.”

Coming to warrant 2, we notice a jump of over £100
more paid to Mr. Whiting, and that in the next
year [1863]. It is supposed (and most probably
quite rightly) that by far the greater part of
this consignment consisted of 2d., 3d. and 6d. stamps
to supercede the perf. 9 issue ; which as old envelopes
will show were still being used as late as 1864. It is
not very likely that the £125 was paid for the above
three values only, as that would mean that over
500,000 of these three denominations had been sent
out, which in the light for the demand of issue I.
(same three values) would be absurd, as the 250,000
of issue I. proved to be quite enough for some years.

It is very probable that warrant 2 included another
packet of the 1d. and 9d. values, and as an afterthought
a special quantity of 2d. stamps may account for the
extra £25. The 2d. stamp was very much used and
is also the commonest stamp of this set, so it is almost
certain that a large quantity was despatched.
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There is, of course, not much material available in the
way of old ledgers, etec., on which to base facts : accord-
ingly it must be remembered that all statements made
about numbers printed, when issued, etec., etc., are
only deductions based upon certain rather vague
theories.

It would appear that warrant 3 constituted an order
for more stamps of the 1d. and 9d. denominations.
In attempting to determine the actual date of issue of
the various stamps of this Colony, there is one guide,
but, unfortunately, one which does not usually en-
lighten the philatelist to perfectly correct dates. This
guide is of course the dating of the postmarks upon the
original envelopes. In Gibbons’ catalogue the date of
the issue of the 4d. stamp is given as 1868, but Mr.
Donald King argues that it was included in the con-
signment of 1863, for the undermentioned reasons :—

The warrant for 1863 was for a very considerable
amount, much too high in fact for the three values
which were known to have been included in it. Then
again the amount of the 1865 warrant was toe small,
so supposing that the 4d. value was not included in
either of the above, it must have been sent out in
1867, but there is a certain amount of evidence which
shows that all the 4d. stamps of that consignment
(1867) were on the bluish-white paper. This being
the case what about the 4d. stamps on the yellowish
toned paper, they must have been in use at an earlier
date than the bluish white copies, for it is certain
that the yellowish paper was in use prior to theJ
bluish.
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The question as to why certain of the 2d. values were
rouletted, is a question to which one can give no
satisfactory answer. On the one hand it has been
suggested that the perf. 9 was too large and so Mr.
Whiting forwarded a few sheets rouletted for a trial.
The other theory is that a sheet or two might have
missed being perforated, and so were accordingly
rouletted locally.

The latter theory sounds rather unlikely, as the
chances would surely be against a rouletting machine
being in the Colony.

All stamps of this issue contain the usual amount
of flaws, dots, ete., so common in the stamps of this
island.

The remainders, which were sold in 1874, contamed
the following quantltles of the pence issues ~—

2d. ... 241,000
3d. ... 226,000
4d. ... 277,000
6d. .. 21,000
9d. ... 100,000

and 143 000 mixed stamps.

1t will be noticed that in the above list the 1d.
value is omitted, so it is more than probable that the
“ mixed stamps consisted almost entirely of 1d.
stamps, or at any rate a good percentage of the total.

June lst, 1870. Perf. 285
41d., brown, dark brown.

" This new value stands out in bold contrast against
the other stamps of this island, owing to the fact
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that it is a very beautiful stamp engraved in taille
douce and printed by the British American Bank
Note Co., of Montreal. The design is not unlike
the early Queen’s head stamps of New Brunswick.
On the stamp itself we notice :—

 3d. Stg.—41d. Cy.”

The meaning of this is, of course, * 3d. sterling—
41d. currency.” The two different values are ac-
counted for as follows :—the postal charge per half-
ounce to Great Britain was 41d. if paid in local cur-
rency, but only 3d. if paid in English coin. Prior
to 1870, the postage per half-ounce to England had °
been 9d., so we find the corresponding inscriptions
on the 9d. stamp for just double the amount.

The 44d. value was printed in sheets of 120 in two
panes of 60 each and ten rows of six.

It is very apparent that the 4id. stamp was not
used to any great extent as used copies are by no
means very plentiful, and, moreover, among the
remainders there were no less than 42,600 of this
particular value.

Issue ITI. 1872.
Perf. 11} to 13.

Printed by Mr. C. Whiting, London.

le., brown orange, orange.
2c¢., ultramarine.

3c., rose.
4c., green, deep green.
6c., black.

12¢., red violet.
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With the above issue Prince Edward Island changed
its currency from pence to cents, a change which
must have been a great convenience to the Colony,
owing to the fact that all the British North American
Colonies had already taken up the decimal system.
The island did not make the change until four years
after all the other Colonies—in fact—to be quite
accurate, it was five years when the above issue did
eventually make its appearance. It is indeed difficult
to conceive under what trying circumstances the
island placed itself for five long years in relation to all
the neighbouring countries.

Early in 1871 the following notice was given out by
the local Government :— ,

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A DECIMAL SYSTEM OF
CURRENCY ON THIS ISLAND.
(Passed -April 17th, 1871.)

Whereas it is deemed expedient to assimilate the
currency of this island to that of the Dominion of .Canada
and of the United States of America, and to introduce a
decimal system of keeping accounts in the Public Offices of
this Colony.

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor,
Council, and Assembly, as follows :(—

1.—The unit of account on this Island shall be the
Dollar of one hundred cents, the value of which dollar
shall be on the basis of four hundred and eighty-six

cents and two-thirds of a cent to the pound of British

sterling money.

2.—The accounts at all Public Offices on this Island
shall be changed and kept in the decimal system, which
shall go into operation at the times following : For the
accounts kept at the Savings Bank at the Public Treasury

AT
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of the series to run out. Such being the case, Mr.
Pemberton commenting on the number 5,000 being

a misprint for 50,000 (the 2c. value) is more than
probably correct. The different catalogue quotations
for the 2c. stamp prove beyond doubt that the figure
5,000 is most certainly not correct. In the unused
state the stamp is as common as all the rest, whilst,
used it is no dearer than the others, and it is unlikely
that only a few of this value were issued.

The 12c. stamp is well worth its catalogue quota-
tion in fine used condition, whilst the 4c. is a very
desirable piece used on original envelope.

The exact number of each of the values of this issue
issued while they were in use, was as follows :—

le. ... 170,000
2. ... 95000
3c. ... 280,000
4c. ... 106,000
6c. ... 138,000
12c. ... 35,000

The above numbers are obtained by substracting
the remainders as given by Mr. Donald King, from
the total numbers as supplied to the colony as given
by Mr. Tilleard in the London Philatelist (Vol. IL.).
The entry in the ledger was dated June 4th, 1872, and
was as under :—
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Under this issue the bisecteds still continue. Only
three appear to have been seen which under the
circumstances is quite sufficient, considering that none
of them were at all necessary. The cents issue con-
tained a 3c. and a 6c. face value and yet we have
splits to make up these two values! There can be
no doubt that these bisecteds were not authorised,
but were merely used as a convenience by those who
had run out of this or that value. The bisects known
are :—

6c. made of half 12c.
3c. made of half 6e.
3c. made of half 2c. and whole 2c.

The stamps of the cents issue were withdrawn from
circulation on July 1st, 1873, when the Colony was
admitted as a province into the Dominion of Canada.

Proofs and Essays.

Before beginning this section it is very necessary
to give a warning, so that all may be prepared if
ever they are offered certain Prince Edward Island
proofs at tall prices.

The original plates and dies of certain of the stamps
of Prince Edward Island were purchased in the early
nineties by Mr. Tilleard from Mr. Tuer. Mr. Tilleard
having purchased these plates presented them to the
Royal Philatelic Society At a later date Mr. Tilleard
read a paper before the Royal Philatelic Society
upon the stamps of Prince Edward Island, which
paper was afterwards published in the London Philatel-
4st. The illustrations for the above article were
printed from the original plates on thick paper in




















































