




THE

ilitelist

:

-'- —^ ^̂;;^i£:^^̂ - ^~9

Bmf

THE MOITTHLY JOURITAL

OF THE

Philatelic Society, London.

jE&ltor:

Vice-President of the Society.

,^0^ VO.L. X. ;<iiiV)^

JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1901.

/Y//U./.9///;/) AT

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON,

l;fflngl)nm jlpousr,

Arundel Stueet, London, W.C.

1901.

h



CONTENTS.

LEADERS.

Death of the Queen, The, i.

Death of President McKinley, The, 217.

Imperial Tour of H.R.H. the President of the

London Philatelic Society, The, 59.

King Edward Stamps, The, 87.

Mantle of the Prophet, The, 261.

" Ourselves," 291.

Philatelic Inoculation, 113.

,, Long Vacation, The, 193.

South African Stamp E.xhibition, The, 169.

Trustees of the British Museum, The, 237.

Victorian Era of Philately, The, 27.

Work of the Season, The, 145.

ARTICLES.

Abstract of Accounts (Philatelic Society, London),

155-

An Appendix to "The Stamps of Tasmania,"

194, 222.

A Notable PliihUelic Auction, 33.

liaden-Powcll's Mafclung Siege Stamps, 12.

British Central Africa, Notes on the Registered

Envelopes of, 3.

Buffalo Stamps, The Inverted Centre, 147.

Ceylon, Pence Issues of, 60, 93.

Dangerous Swiss I'orgeries, 36.

Diiiiicr of iliL- Philatelic Society, London, 267.

E.\liil)ilii)n of Soulii African Slamjjs, 262.

I'irsl Postage .Slanips wilh the King'.s Head, 149.

Eorliiconiing i'.xliiliitiiin of South African Slami)s,

170.

(irennda, 88, 123.

Hague Pliilnlelic Exliiltition, The, 205, 225.

Ilong Kong, Notes on liie Stamps of, 291.

Inverted Centre liuirulo SliiinpH, The, 147.

Ihhul- <>I iIr' Dmhy cil Pminii, Tlie, 1857 $9, 3j8.

List of Members of the Pliilatelic Society,

London, 156.

" Mafeking Besieged" Stamps, 12, 29, 114.

Notes on the Mafeking Siege Stamps, 114.

Notes on the Registered Envelopes of Piritish

Central Africa, 3.

Notes on the Stamps of Hong Kong, 292.

Notes on the Stamps of Portugal, 173, 199.

Origin and Collectibility of Railway Letter

Stamps, The, 2i8.

Parma, The 1857-59 Issue of the Duchy of,

2j8.

Pence Issues of Ceylon, The, 60, 93.

Philatelic Exhibition, The Hague, 205. 225.

Philatelic Society, London, The Dinner of the,

267.

Philately in the Twentieth Century, 2.

Railway Letter Stamps, The Origin and Collect-

ibility of, 218.

Regulations for the Use of Un|)aid Letter

Stamps in France, 66.

Report read at the Annual (General Meeting

of the Philatelic Society, London, 150.

South African Stamps, l-'orthcoming Exhibition

of, 170.

,, The Exhibition of, 262.

Stamps of Portugal, Notes on the, 173, 199.

"Stamps of Tasmania," .\n Appendix to the,

194, 222.

Status of the Unpaid Lctlgr, Registration, Too

Late, and Olhcial >itanii<l, etc., 6.

Swiss Forgeries, I )angei^is, 36.

Transvaal ProvisionaKj 10.

Twentieth Century, Pliilately in ilu-, -•.

Unpaid Letter S^itnips in I'mnce, Re(;ul.ktions

fur the Use of, 06.

Visit ol II.U.II. the Duke of V>>ik to .\u»liali.i,

Tlic, 171.



IV CONTENTS.

PHILATELIC NOTES.

A Unique Find—New South Wales id. Diadem,

rotiletUd, 242.

Bahamas, 300.

Discoiilinued 1856-89 English Dies, The, 129.

English Dies, The Discontinued, 129.

France, The Tete-bkhe Stamps of, 228.

Futchau Provisional, 70.

Longest Lived Stamp, The, 182.

Mexico 1872 Issue, The, 71.

New South Wales, 206.

,, ,, id. Diadem, roulctUd, 242.

Portugal, 1893, 39.

Queensland, 1899, 71.

South Australia 4d., Blue, 228.

Teie-bkhe Stamps of France, 228.

Uruguay Discoveries, 95.

OCCASIONAL NOTES.

Addendum to Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' Cata-

logue, 157.

A Defence of Speculators, 301.

A Haughty Manner, 40.

American Collectors' Company, The, 208.

,, Members of the London Philatelic

Society, 301

,, Philatelic Association, The, 230.

Anticipated Federal Australian Issue, The, 244.

A Tale of Stamps, 184.

Australian Commonwealth Issue, The, 15, 73.

,, Federal Postal Department, The, 41.

,, Issue, The Anticipated Federal, 244.

,, Postal Rates, 15.

Binding of the "L.P.", 300.

Bright and Son, Messrs., Fire at the Premises

of, 183.

Chicago Post Office Robbery, The, 270.

Commonwealth Issue, The Australian, 15, 73.

Connell, The Modern, 130.

Cornwall and York, H.R.H. the Duke of, 243.

Dangerous Swiss Forgeries, The, 96.

Display of Hawaiians, A, 247.

Duke of Cornwall and York, The, 97.

Echoes from the War, 132.

English as she is Wrote, 41.

Exhibition by the International Philatelic Union,

71-

>> .) Junior Philatelic Society, 270.

„ of South African Stamps, The, 206,

230, 243.

Expert Committee of the Philatelic Society,

London, The, 157, 230.

Fire at Messrs. Bright and Son's Premises, 183.

Forged Mafekings, 271.

French Obliterations, New System of, 244.

German Philatelic Congress, The, 246.

Hague Philatelic Exhibition, The, 131.

Hawaiians, A Display of, 247.

,, Remainders, 74.

Herts Philatelic Society, 207.

H.R H. the Duke of Cornwall and York, 243.

J) J

I

>) )) ^nd

Australian Philately, 206.

India, Suggested National Stamp Collection

for, 97.

International Philatelic Union, Exhibition by

the, 71.

Junior Philatelic Society, Exhibition by the, 270.

King Edward VII., The Stamps of, 40.

Late Perforations of New South Wales, The, 42.

Mafekings, Forged, 271.

Manufacture of U.S. Stamps, The, lot.

Modern Connell, The, 130.

New French System of Obliterations, 244.

New Postage Stamps, The, 75.

New South Wales, The Late Perforations of, 42.

Notice to Members of the Philatelic Society,

London, 182.

Pan-American Inverts, 209.

Philatelic Association, The American, 230.

,, Exhibition, The Hague, 131.

,, Society, London, Notice to Members of

the, 182.

,, ,, ,, Programme of Season

1901-2, 269.

„ ,, ,, Work of the, 183.

Philatelist's Vicissitudes, A, 247.

Portuguese Colonial Remainders, 246.

Postage Stamps, The New, 75.

Post Office Robbery, The Chicago, 270.

Programme of Season 1 90 1-2 of the Philatelic

Society, London, 269.

Remainders, Hawaiian, 74-

Romance of a Baden-Powell, The, 98.

Sale of Obliterated Stamps in Victoria, The,

245.

South African Stamps, Exhibition of, 206, 230,

243-

Stamps, A Tale of, 184.

Stamps of King Edward VII., The, 40.

Standard Catalogue, The, 15.



CONTENTS.

Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue, Addendum to

Messrs., 157.

Staten Island Philatelists, 184.

Suggested National Stamp Collection for India, 97.

Swiss Forgeries, The, 73, 96.

Tale of Stamps, A, 184.

Tapling Collection, The, 96.

U.S. and Danish West Indies, The, 246.

U.S. Stamps, The Manufacture of, loi.

Victoria, The Sale of Obliterated Stamps in, 245.

,, War "Stamps," 131.

War, Echoes from the, 132.

Work of the Philatelic Society, The, 183.

REVIEWS.

Bright and Son's, Messrs., Catalogue, 303.

British Stamp Diiectory, The, 45.

Danish Postage Stamps, The, 157.

Ginn's, F. R., Mr., Catalogue, 276.

History of the Railway Letter Stamps, 275.

Kohls, Herr, Catalogue, 303.

Paris Philatelic Congress and Exhibition of 1900,

The, 249.

Philatelic Literature of the Nineteenth Century,

302.

Postage Stamp Album, " The Empire," 45.

Railway Letter Stamps, History of the, 275.

Senf's, Messrs., Catalogue, 302.

Standard Catalogue, The, 43.

Stanley CJiljbons', Messrs., Catalogue, 248.

South African Provisionals, 274.

"77:* Empire " Postage Stamp Album, 45.

Whitfield King's, Messrs., Catalogue, 273.

NEW ISSUES.

HkITISII EiMl'IUK.

Alwar, 76, 133, 278.

Australia, 46, 102.

Uahamas, 210, 231, 250, 277.

Barbados, 102, 250.

licrnuula, 16, 4C, 76.

liliopal, 305.

Bhor, 305.

British Bcchuanniiind, 185, 377, 304.

British Central y\friai, 46, 102, 277.

lirilish Guiitna, 16, 185, 231.

Brilisii Honduras, 16, 46, 3to, 277.

llritihh New Guinea, 331,

lltitihh South Africu, 18$, 250, 304.

Bussahir, 47.

Canada, 46.

Cape of Good Hope, 132, 210, 231.

Cayman Islands, 46, 132.

Ceylon, 46, 76, 102, 158, 185, 231, 251, 304.

Chamba, 47.

Cochin, 305.

Cook Islands, 47.

Deccan, 16.

Dhar State, 16, 47.

Duttia, 305.

Faridkot, 48, 133.

Fiji, 158, 211.

Gibraltar, 47, 304.

Gold Coast, 278, 304.

Great Britain, 47, 76, 102, 132, 158, 185, 211

231, 251, 277, 304.

Grenada, 47.

Griqualand, 133.

Gwalior, 133.

Hong Kong, 16, 47, 133.

Hyderabad, 158, 185, 251, 305.

India, 16, 47, 76, 102, 133, 158, 185, 211, 232,

251, 278, 305.

Jamaica, 232, 251.

Jhind, 133.

Kashmir, 232.

Kishengarh, 102, 133, 158,211, 305.

Kuruman Besieged, 250.

Labuan, 232.

Lagos, 16, 305.

Las Bela, 211.

Leeward Islands, 48.

Lydenburg, 159.

Mafeking, 16, 278.

Malay States, 17, 49, 21 1.

Malta, 17, 48.

Mauritius, 48, 186, 232, 278, 305.

Morocco Agencies, 47, 133.

Natal, 48, 103.

Negri Sembilan, 77, 306,

Newfoundland, 251, 378.

New South Wales, 1 58, 378.

New Zealand, 17, 4S, 76, 103, 13J, 159. 211. 2J3,

27S, 305.

North Borneo, 4S, 103, 186, 251, 378, 305.

Orange River Colony, 17, 103, 134, 159, 333,

251, 278.

I'cruk, 232, 379, 306.

l'ielct.sliurn, 134, |86, 211.

Putlittllu, 76, 1 3 J.



VI CONTENTS.

Queensland, 48, 103, 159, 278, 306.

St. Kitts, 103.

St. Lucia, 251.

St. Vincent, 251.

Sarawak, 17, 48, 279.

Schweizer Reneke, 103.

Selangor, 17, 134, 211.

Seychelles, 21 1, 232, 252.

Sirmoor, 76.

South Africa, 103, 134, 279.

South Australia, 134, 159, 252, 279.

Southern Nigeria, 17, 49, 134, 159.

Straits Settlements, 17, 49, 77, 134, 211, 232,

279, 306.

Sudan, 17.

Tasmania, 17, 49.

Tobago, 211.

Tonga, 134, 211.

Transvaal, 18, 49, 104, 134, 159, 186, 211, 232,

279, 306.

Travancore, 133, 185.

Trinidad, 233, 252.

Turks Islands, 18.

Victoria, 77, 104, 134, 159, 187, 212, 233, 279.

306.

Virgin Islands, 159.

Vryburg, 279.

West Australia, 77.

Wolmarandstadt, 159.

Zanzibar, 212, 252.

Europe.

Austria, 18, 77, 104, 160, 187, 252, 279, 306.

Austrian Levant, 135, 306.

Bavaria, 135.

Belgium, 77, 212.

Bosnia, 77, 135, 160, 187, 306.

Bulgaria, 104, 135, 160, 252, 279.

Crete, 77, 104, 135, 187, 212, 306.

Denmark, 105, 212.

Finland, 18, 49, 105.

France, 18, 49, 78, 105, 135, 187, 233, 252, 307.

French Levant, 280.

Germany, 105, 212, 279.

Greece, 49, 78, 135, 160, 212, 252, 279, 307.

Holland, 233, 279.

Hungary, 49, 78, 160, 280.

Iceland, 78.

Italy, 78, 188, 252.

Monaco, 105, 135, 160, 188.

Montenegro, 160.

Norway, 78, 188.

Portugal, 78, 105.

Roumania, 18, 160, 280, 307.

Servia, 18, 50, 78, 105, 160, 213, 233, 252, 280.

Spain, 18, 136, 160.

Sweden, 105.

Turkey, 79, 105, 136, 188, 253.

Wurtemberg, 136, 188, 280, 307.

America.

Antioquia, 253, 307.

Argentine Republic, 50, 79, 105, 136, 213, 233,

280.

Bolivia, 106, 136, 160, 307.

Brazil, 106, 213, 307.

Chili, so, 106, 136, 188, 213, 233, 253, 280.

Colombian Republic, 50, 79, iq6, 136, 160, 213,

233> 253, 280, 307.

Costa Rica, 79, 136, i6r, 188.

Cucuta, 79, 106.

Dominican Republic, 50, 79, 280, 307.

Ecuador, 79, 136, 161, 233, 280.

Guatemala, 106, 188, 213.

Honduras, 136.

Mexico, 106, 136, 161, 189, 233.

Nicaragua, 12, 106, 161, 189, 280.

Panama, 79, 106, 253.

Paraguay, 19, 50, 106, 136, 161, 189, 307.

Peru, 50, 189, 253, 280.

Rio Hacha, 213.

Santander, 253.

Tolima, 253.

Tumaco, 106, 136, 160, 213. .

U.S.A , 19, 136, 161, 189, 280.

Uruguay, 19, 50, 79, 136, 161, 213, 281.

Venezuela, 19, 189.

Other Countries.

Afghanistan, 80, 161.

Azores, 253.

Canton, 234, 253.

China, 106, 137, 161, 189, 281.

China, Japanese Post Offices, 19.

Congo Free State, 253.

Corea, 107, 137, 234, 281.

Cuba, 161, 308.

Cura9ao, 51, 162, 190, 253.

Dahomey, 308.

Danish West Indies, 190.



CONTENTS. vn

Dutch Colonies, 253.

Dutch Indies, 190, 253, 281.

Egypt, Si-

Fernando Poo, 19, 137, 190, 214.

Formosa, 51.

French Canton, 234, 253.

French China, 80, 234, 253.

French Colonies, 19, 137.

French Congo, 107.

French Levant, 280.

French Soudan, 107.

German China, 19, 50, 234.

German Colonies, 20, 51.

German Levant, 107.

German Morocco, 20.

Guadeloupe, 281.

Havifaiian Islands, 80, 214.

Indo-China, 20.

Japan, 281, 308.

Liberia, 137.

Lourenzo Marques, 20, 107.

Macao, 20, 51, 80.

Madagascar, 137, 190.

Mozambique Company, 80.

New Caledonia, 51, 137, 162.

New South African Republic, 137.

Nyassa, 190.

Persia, 20, 51, 80.

Philippine Islands, 234, 253, 308.

Portuguese Colonies, 80, 137.

Portuguese Indies, 20, 51, 162, 253.

Reunion, 281.

Russian Levant, 80.

St. Pierre et Miquelon, 281.

St. Thomas and Prince Islands, 190.

Shanghai, 162.

Siam, 20, 51, 137, 234, 281.

Surinam, 253.

Timor, 20, 51.

Tbinglau, 234.

Tunis, 80, 137, 162.

Tutuilii, 20.

I'llll.ATKLIC SOCIETIKS' MKKTINGS.

liirmingimni, 53, Si, 108, 163, 254, 282, 309.

Ciirdiff, 22, 54, 109, 283, 309.

Collectors' Club, The, 23, 55, 82, 109, 140, l6j,

ai4. 23S. 255. a«l. 3'o.

llertH, 33, 54, 81, 109, 138, 354, 283.

India, 23, 140.

Irish, 54.

Leeds, 310,

London, 21, 51, 107, 138, 163, 190, 282, 308.

Manchester, 22, 54, 81, 139, 164, 23 ^j, 284.

Suburban Exchange Club, 23, 55, 82, 109, 139,

214, 255, 284, 310.

Warrington, 284.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A Correction, 56.

An Appeal to the Chroniclers, 255.

A Post Card Collectors' Society, 24.

Baden-Powell Reversed Head, The, 235.

Barbados Provisionals, 140.

British North Borneo " Postage Due," 31 1.

Ceylon Proofs, 140.

Competitive E.xhibition in New York, 285.

Forged Porto Rico Stamps, 162.

Junior London Philatelic Society, The, 24.

Mafekings, 24.

New South Wales Varieties of "OS," 215.

Orange River Colony, 56.

Overprints and Mafekings, 83.

Porto Rico Stamps, Forged, 162.

Schweizer-Reneke Siege Stamps, no.

Transvaal Provisionals, 83.

THE MARKET.

An American Philatelic Combine, 19?, 216.

Auctions

—

Bernichon, Jules, Mons., no, 167.

Calcutta Philatelic Co., 168, 290.

Edwards, John, and Co., Messrs., 289.

lladlow, W., Mr., 56, 85, ni, 142, 165, 192,

236, 288, 289, 314.

Plunuidge and Co., Messrs., 25, 85, So, no,

142, r65, 166, 191, 236, 259, 289, 3M.

Putlick and Simpson, Messrs., 26, 57, 86, ni,

141, 142, 144, 192, 216, 357, 287, 2SS, 312.

Ventom, Hull, and Cooper, Messrs., 25, 56, 57,

S4, n2, 142, 144, 165, 166, 357, 360, 286,

3'3. 3'4-

Wiisliington's Sale, 26.

Auction Season, The, 257.

DriRlU iind Son, Mcssr.s., 257.

,, ,, Premier ColleclinK Allium, 19a.

nin^wiiirs, A. II., Mr., I'ricc List, 193.

Knlcrprisinu AdverlisinK, 192.

French Slnntps in Unused Condition, 84,

Good Season in PhiUtcly, 1 10.



VIU CONTENTS.

Hadlow's, W., Mr., Catalogue, 165.

Liquidation of Hilckes, Ltd., The, 235.

Mafekings—Prices Falling, 25.

Moens and Rubens, Messrs. , Value of Stock, 84.

Phillips', C. J., Mr., Visit to Washington, 26.

,, ,, Return, 84.

Premier Collecting Album, The, 192.

Scott Stamp and Coin Co., Rumours about the,

84.

Smyth and NicoUe's, Messrs., Catalogue, 165.

South African Stamps, 260.

Trade Catalogues, 165.

Value of Messrs. Moens and Rubens' Stock, 84.

CONTRIBUTORS.

Bacon, E. D., 60.

Castle, M. P., 173, 199.

Diana, Emilio, Dr., 238.

Ehrenbach, R., 6.

Hausburg, L. L. R , 292.

Hull, A. F. Basset, 194, 222.

Marshall, C. F. Dendy, 21 8.

Reichenheim, Franz, 66.

Tilleard, J. A., 150.

Turner, J. R. F., 10, 29, 98, 114.

Worms, Baron Percy de, 93.

Wray-Mercer, B.A., J., 88, 123.



THE

30tuljJn fMIat^ist:
THE MONTHLY JOURNAL OF

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.

Vol. X. JANUARY, 1 90 1. No. 109.

^h^ l^ath of the %Kzn,

^HE demise of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria,

on the 22nd of this month, will awaken the most profound

feelings of sorrow among Philatelists throughout the world.

For reasons that are obvious, in no section of the community

"^WlS^"' will Her Gracious Majesty always be held in truer or more

k-t^'S^ lasting remembrance than among stamp collectors.

In this hour of national grief it remains but for us all

to place on record our deepest appreciation of the great

' and good Queen who has passed away from us after

a reign surpassing in length and splendour that of any occupant of a

throne.

We also loyally and respectfully submit to Their Majesties the King and

( jueen, to our illustrious President now the I'rince of Wales designate, and

to the Dtlicr numbers of the Royal I'amily, our most lo>'al and heartfelt

.sympathies with lluni in their great bereavemeiil.

-<-S2Sl^^l5^S>-»

—



Philatelg in the '^iDenttetk Clentxirg.

ANUARY 1st, A.D. 1 90 1, saw Philately emerge from the century

of its birth. When one reflects that " 'tis sixty years since " to

its birth, and considers what has been achieved in this relatively

brief period, it is simply appalling to consider what will have

happened to philatelic posterity on January 1st, 2001 ! How
weird and Egypto-Babylonian look these figures without the

wonted numeral i first ! It can but make us thankful we shall at least be

spared the pain of having to write such cryptic figures

!

In our last issue we quoted figures from a foreign source showing that

the world's new issues of the past ten years, ignoring all minor variations,

amount to 6,600 odd. At a fair calculation, allowing for increase of popula-

tion, new nations and ideas, this number may well be doubled in a few

decades, and hence it is possible that the twentieth century will see at least

roo,ooo varieties issued in addition to those of the nineteenth—already not

inconsiderable ! Again, how thankful should we be that we are to be spared

the awful fate that will be that of the general collector one more century

ahead. Stanley Gibbons' Imperial " Album " will come by special waggon,

and will be of the dimensions of the EncyclopcBdia Britannica, while the

learned generalist will refer to volume 45 of his Catalogue, and perhaps

even then not know where he is

!

To revert, however, to the more practical point of what Philately is to be

in the earliest year of the century. It is clearly obvious that if the general

collector is to exist he must not be frightened off. Catalogues already have

for him an alarming bulk, and the leading printed albums are ever swelling in

size and increasing their volumes. In order, therefore, not to break the heart

of the general collector, who must be the backbone of the pursuit, it is clearly

necessary that there must be a stage procession as regards the new issues.

As the ones come in the right way others must file off on the left, or the

stage will be overcrowded. The printed album or catalogue that aims to

include the issues of the world must be rigidly cut down, trimmed and
lopped, or the ancient trunk will fall of its own spread and unwieldiness.

There is already much that can well be spared to the general collector, and
there is ample opportunity to excise redundant varieties. This question of

catering for the general collector is one that cannot be too carefully con-

sidered by the trade.

As regards the specialist, he is a free lance, and has naught to fear. If

issues are made for him he flies to another country's, and he can flit like a

philatelic butterfly from flower to flower, and find a little sweetness every-

where. The world with him in the far future will be as it is now with the

hunter for engravings—he dallies with the few and ignores the multitude-
finding more pleasure in the contemplation of a few really fine things than
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the ownership of portfoHos of common prints. The latter part of the

twentieth century will find the specialist Philatelist on the same footing as

the specialist engraving collector of the present day.

^ote ^w the ^cgisterei) ffinbelopes of British

Central Jlfrica.

Read ijetore the Philatelic Society, London, o\ 2Ist December, 1900.

By J. A. TILLEARD.

LTHOUGH the collection of "entires" is—somewhat un-

deservedly, in my opinion—out of fashion, the description

of a few additions to the list of the registered envelopes of

British Central Africa, whilst the postal arrangements were

under the administration of the British South Africa Com-
^ pany, is, I think, of sufficient interest to be placed on

record, for addition to the lists when the concluding part of the Society's

work on the stamps of the African Colonies is published.

I have come across seven varieties, of which only two, so far as I am
aware, have been hitherto chronicled, these appearing in the last edition

of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue.

It will be remembered that the charge for registration of letters from

British Central Africa was in i8c}j raised from twopence to fourpcncc, and

the envelopes with the altered value were prepared by Messrs. Bradbury,

Wilkinson, and Co., and sent out from this country. The envelopes

themselves differed somewhat, in their paper and printing, from those of

the first issue, but for the stamp the same die was employed in both issues,

l-'or the new value the word "
'r\V(J " was obliterated by a black block

covering the whole of the word, and "FOUR" was printed in sans-serif

capitals between the ends of the scrolls of the design.

On tlu; introduction of this value a small number of each size of the

first envel(jpes remaining in stock ajipear to have been altered to meet

the increased charge. This was effected in manuscript in black ink, the

word "two" being struck through and the word " l"\)ur " being written

between the .scrolls, followed by the initials of the officer responsible for

tlu; alteration. These initials are either " II. o." or "C. A. T." in tlu-

envelopes bearing the last initials two lines arc drawn through the word

"two" in tlie original value, one line only being used in the other case.

In addition tliere is on llie llap of each envelope an oval hand-staini) in

lilack, bearing the words " RlicilSTliKKU "—" U.C.A."
—

" LliTTliK," in three

lines,

il ,i|)pr,iis tli.il ,inii)n;;-4 llic n<u riivelopcs fur the .second i.ssue .»

sni<iil (juantity ol cu h si/c (^only I wo «>r threi- p.ickcts, I believe) was
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received in which the printers had omitted the surcharge effecting the

change of the value. A few of these were issued before the mistake was

noticed, and the remainder were from time to time locally altered to the

higher value in four different ways.

In one the alterations are exactly similar in all respects to those on the

envelopes of the first issue raised in value and bearing the initials " H. G.,"

as above described. I have only seen this variety in the larger-sized

envelope, but it would no doubt exist on the smaller one also, unless

there were none of this size unsurcharged amongst those dealt with by

the officer responsible for the change.

In another variety a bar is printed across the original value, and the

words " FOUR PENCE " are printed below in small Roman capitals.

In another case the "TWO PENCE" is ruled through in red ink, and
" ^dr in manuscript is written below the scroll, with the initials "G. E. H."

immediately below the new value, both also in red ink.

The two last mentioned are those which I have before referred to as

listed in Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue.

The last variety which I have to describe is also a manuscript surcharge,

in which the original value is obliterated by a line drawn through it,

following the curve of the words in the scroll, the increased fee being

written across the tongue of the flap as one word, " Fourpence," and

initialled "
J. M. B."

I have no doubt as to all of these varieties being genuine. A copy of

each of the envelopes treated as above described was sent to the head

office in London of the British South Africa Company to be kept there

for reference, but I have not been able to ascertain the names of the

officers whose initials are given.

It is gratifying to think that there can be no fabrication of any of

the varieties in the envelopes of the second type, as those without the

original printed surcharge are practically unobtainable, and are consequently

unavailable for the manufacture of fors^eries.

I am able to show this evening examples of all the envelopes to which
I have referred, and I conclude with the suggestions I would make for an

amended description and list for the Society's work.

Issue II. October (?), 1893.

One value.—The fee for registration being increased to fourpence to correspond

with the fee charged for registered letters from British South Africa, the change
was effected by the issue of a new envelope, and, to a limited extent, by an

alteration of envelopes of Issue I. The new envelopes were printed by Messrs.

Bradbury, Wilkinson, and Company, Limited, and are similar to those of Issue I.,

but with the value raised to " fourpence " by obliterating the word " two," and by
inserting the word "four" in sans-serif capitals between the ends of the scroll

below. The alterations are made in black. {Illustration 38.) The paper is bluish

m tinge, and the inscriptions differ slightly from those of Issue I. in the following

particulars :—The large letter " r " is of a fancy sans-serif type, instead of Roman

;

the instruction in the larger-sized envelope is in sans-serif type ; the vertical cross
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line in that size passes between the " e " and " d " of " registered " in the second

line of the heading, while in the smaller size it passes between the " f " and " R

"

of "AFRICA."

A. (New envelopes.)

4d., in black, on 2d., ultramarine; 6Jy x Tj\J(^ inches (154 x 98 mm.).

4d. „ 2d. ,, 8| X 4 „ (222 x102 mm.).

Varieties.

(a) With surcharge omitted

—

2d., ultramarine (small size as above).

2d. „ (large „ ).

(d) Printed surcharge applied locally, "two pence" obliterated with a thin bar

and " FOUR pence " in small Roman capitals added beneath.

4d., in black, on 2d., ultramarine (small size as above).

4d. „ 2d. „ (large „ ).

(c) Manuscript surcharge, "two pence" ruled through, and "^d." written between

the ends of the scroll, with initials " G. e. h." under.

4d., in red, on 2d., ultramarine (small size as above).

4d. „ 2d. „ (large „ ),

(d) Manuscript surcharge, "two" ruled through; "Four" written between

the ends of the scroll, and initials "h. g." below; with the addition of an oval

printed hand-stamp containing the words " registered "—" b. c. a."—" letter," in

three hnes.
^^^ j^ black, on 2d., ultramarine (small size as above) ?

4d. „ 2d. „ (large „ ).

{e) Manuscript surcharge. " two pence " struck through, following the curve of

the scroll; "Fourpence" (written as one word) across the flap under the design,

with the initials "j. m. a" beneath.

4d., in black, on 2d., ultramarine (small size as above).

4d. „ 2d. „ (large „ ).

B. (Envelopes of Issue I., surcharged locally in manuscript.)

1. With same surcharge, initials, and hand-stamp as described in {d) above.

4d., in black, on 2d., ultramarine; 5 /V ^ lih inches (151 x 98 mm.).

4d.
,, 2d. ,, 8;| X 4 „ (222 x102 mm.).

2. Surcharged in similar manner, c.\cei)t that "two" is ruled through with

two thin lines, and the initials are "(J. A. T."; hand-stamp similar to the last.

4d., in black, on 2d., ultramarine (small size as last).

4d. „ 2d. „ (large „ ).
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"VLoo Jatc, ant) Official (Stamps, ^tc.

Notes read before the Philatelic Society, London, on January 4TH, 1901.

By R. EHRENBACH.

[^ URING a recent stay with my esteemed friend our Vice-

kl President, we were discussing with a few other Philatelists

|e1 various matters bearing on our " hobby " in general, and

among other things that cropped up the status of the

Postage Due Stamps and other labels, as enumerated in

the heading of these notes, formed the subject of a rather

long debate.* I may say at once that we could not agree, and nobody was

convinced by the " soundest arguments " put forth on either side, except

on one point—namely, that this question would be a very interesting one

to bring before the Society in the shape of a discussion at one of our

meetings. Hence these notes.

I am perfectly satisfied that so much can be put forth on either side as to

ensure as lively a debate as anybody can desire, and I am equally convinced

that we shall leave each other to-night still divided into two parties (citing

Hamlet), " To be or not to be " collected.

The following notes embody my views on the question raised, and I will

first deal with the

UNPAID LETTER STAMPS.
A mere glance through any of the leading catalogues will show that, as

set forth roughly in the appended list, between fifty and sixty countries or

possessions thereof have issued such stamps, and this to the tune of about

800. I have purposely left out in this list, as also in the others, to which

I shall refer later on, practically all varieties of types, shades, and perforations,

as I think a question like the present one is likely to bear only on the subject

Mr. Ehrenbach's notes, though not intended for publication, have been handed to us at our

request, as we are convinced that in these days of multiplicity of issues the discussion of the survival

of the fittest is one that it is well to bring before the philatelic public. As foreseen by Mr. Ehrenbach,

the debate that ensued was vigorous, but by no means unanimous ! Our own opinion as regards

the Unpaid Letter Stamps traverses that of Mr. Ehrenbach. A postage stamp is a label that denotes

prepayment of a postal rate, and the Unpaid Letter "Stamp" is an official notification that the letter

in question was not prepaid, and is therefore subject to a fine of double the amount payable, and
in coin, and not in stamps, by the addressee. The Too Late, Registered, and Special Delivery Stamps
are, as Mr. Ehrenbach argues, not strictly postage stamps, but intended for the auxiliary or affiliated

services denoted on their face. They are, however, so closely allied to the stamp pure and simple as

being prepaying labels, and their number is so few that they are not likely to find disfavour

in the eyes of collectors. It may also be urged that if a penny letter has a twopenny stamp placed

alongside for registration purposes the latter also ceases to be a postage stamp ! The question of the

official stamps 4s one that is open to considerable discussion, but it seems to he clear, from the fact of

the use of different values, that each department is debited with the respective amount of stamps that

It uses, and that therefore they do represent prepayment of postal rates by a governmental depart-

ment.

—

Ed.
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of general collections ; in fact, it can hardly have any influence on specialists'

collections in any way. The chief argument which should be put forth

to decide their status one way or the other is, I take it, " Do they defray

postage, or do they not?" I say they do; others say the contrary. My view

is, that it is de facto quite immaterial whether postage, or freight or carriage

of any kind, is paid in advance or on delivery ; it has to be paid somehow or

other. No firm, whether it be the Post Office or a railway company, or a

steamship company or any other company, would undertake the work of a

carrier without remuneration. If they were not paid they would decline the

business. But the Post Office cannot, in accordance with the Convention of

the Postal Union, decline to carry letters or cards, whether they are franked

in advance or not.

One of the Acts of the Berne Convention distinctly deals with this

matter, and says that the Postal Authorities of every country belonging to

the Union shall carry letters or post cards to destination whether the postage

fees have been prepaid or not. The same Act fixes the amount to be pre-

paid at a maximum of aid. (25 centimes gold)—an amendment allowing

countries to make special arrangements with each other with a view to

reducing their rates— the amount of prepaid postages to go to the forwarding

Post Office of the respective country. They likewise, however, stipulate, and
this is the point on which I specially lay stress, that should the postage not be

prepaid, or only partly prepaid by the .sender, the deficiency shall then be

collected in double from the addressee, and the single postage, or deficiency,

shall be accounted for and credited to the country whence the letter comes,

and the balance kept by the collecting office. If such a letter be not

accepted by the addressee, then the letter is returned to the sender, who is

legally liable for the amount due to the Post Office. I know of cases where

this rule has been strictly enforced. The point just referred to distinctly

shows, to my mind, that the Postage Due Stamps are not intended as a mere
receipt or check on officials, or even as a fine. If this were the case, then it

would be optional for any office to say: "On this letter no stamp has been

affixed
; we will therefore not carry it, or we will only carry it as a favour,"

which, under tin; terms of the ("oiivcnlioii, they cannot do. The ^n\\y risk

tlicy run is that in case (jf non-acceptance by the addressee they may fail to

trace the sender, and this risk is on the balance ////, considering that they

charge double postage if paid on delivery.

REGISTRATION STAMPS.

Of these stamps there is wui such a great (luantit)', anil therefore tlieir

status is not of so im|)ortant a moment. I'^-oni the list herewith it will be

seen lliat only about a dozen countries or so have issued such labels, ami if

we omit all minor varieties of types, etc., and also the vignettes t)f llu-

Colombian Confederation and Dependencies, only about fifty stamps would

liave to be collected.

According t(j my opinion, these labels are not stamps in the liui- .scn.sc,

and in no way to be classified on a par with the Postage Dues. They arc

not intended to defray postage in any sliape or form, llicy are mcrcl>' an
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additional charge, or rather a kind of insurance fee paid for a " relatively

"

safer delivery and conveyance, and against this fee a receipt is given as a

proof that the package has been posted. Under the same heading as these

Registration Labels should be mentioned the Return Receipt Stamps of Chili

and Salvador, which are a fee the sender pays to be sure that his letter has

been delivered to the proper party (a precaution very necessary in some

countries).

TOO LATE STAMPS
are likewise not postage stamps in a strict sense, as they cannot frank a

letter. They are only a fee to ensure the departure of the letter after close

of post, and one might call them a fine on the laziness of the letter writer.

But with exception of the well-known Victorian stamp (which no collector

of Victoria would miss), only Colombia and Antioquia have issued such

stamps—the surcharged stamps of Trinidad not being, I take it, an official

issue.

The Special Delivery Stamps of Canada and the United States of

America and their new West Indian possessions also belong to the same
category ; they are a special fee charged in addition to the regular postage

in order to obtain a special privilege—in this case, quickness of delivery.

Lastly, but not least, I have to deal with the

OFFICIAL STAMPS.

To these have to be added the Government Parcel Stamps of this country.

From the subjoined list it will be seen that forty-three countries have issued

about 900 stamps in addition to the South Australian Departmentals, of

which there are quite a considerable number, and of the United States

Department Stamps. These I have left out purposely (see below).

Of these labels—unpalatable as it is to me— I must hold the same
opinion as of the Unpaid Letter Stamps. They are, according to my view,

postage stamps, and should be collected, even in the face of the fact that a

very large number are probably speculative. If the list is studied, it will be

seen that of the 900 stamps enumerated, upwards of 300 belong alone to

Seebeck countries or such like, and about 130 are issued by India and its

States. Over seventy each fall to the share of Luxemburg and Uruguay,
and probably a large majority of this number, over one-half of all issued,

are more or less unnecessary.

Nevertheless, as I have already said, they are to my mind postage stamps,

and I cannot for one moment side with the argument that they are only
intended as a check on the various departments who use them, on the ground
that these departments do not pay for them to the Post Office. They may
not be paid for in ready cash to the Post Office, but the latter certainly

charge for them in the current accounts with the various departments. If

they were not charged for, how could the Post Office keep their accounts,
and how could they make out a balance-sheet at the end of the year? Take,
for instance, our Post Office. They deliver to the printers a certain number
of sheets of paper, and the printers, after printing the stamps, have to
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account for every sheet, whether spoilt or not. The stamps are handed over

to a certain department of the Post Office, which distributes them, and debits

each branch office with the face value. How could they be asked to give

away hundreds of sheets (even if surcharged) to other Government Offices

free of charge? This would leave the door open to all kinds of things, into

which I need not enter in detail. Lastly, how could they issue a proper

profit and loss account, let alone the question of statistics? Apart from all

this, the mere fact that more than one value is surcharged in this country

shows that—the Government Parcel Stamps prove this absolutely— they are

destined to defray postage in accordance with the ruling Post Office rates.

If they were only a check, one value would be quite sufficient.

1 have left the U.S. Departmentals out of the list, because I do not know

whether in this case the stamps are ordered and printed for each department

or not. In the first case, they might not be accounted for to the Post Office,

and then my argument might in this instance not be correct.

Summing up now, my opinion on the status of the various labels referred

to is that Unpaid Letter Stamps and Officials should occupy the same status

as the ordinary postage stamp in every sense, while if anything could be

discarded it should be the Registration Labels, the Too Late Stamps, the

Return Receipt Labels, and the Special Delivery Adhesives.

It is naturally a very difficult thing to lay down a hard and fast rule and to

say what is collectible and what not, and we all only too well remember how
impossible it has been even for the S.S.S.S. to say what was a speculative

or unnece.s.sary issue and what was not ; and whatever the results of our

discussion, collectors will go on collecting just as hitherto and take what

suits them, and they will be quite right ! Anyhow, if I were collecting

Australians I should certainly not discard the New South Wales Registration

Stamps and the Victoria Too Late and Registered. These are too grand and

venerable in every respect to be discarded. And this clearly demonstrates, as

I have shown in my own case, that our .sympathies will not always allow us

to follow the most logical convictions!

UNPAID LETTER STAMPS.
No.

33 Austria.

•3 IJavaria.

7 Hclgium.

22 Brazil.

i.S iJiilgaria.

iX Chili.

4 Cuba.

20 ('uia(;ao.

7 JCciiador.

'9 ICgypt.

7 (Ircnada.

24 Greece.

200 (aliout) I'Vancc and

I'ossfssions.

4 Ihiyli.

No. No.

20 Italy. 40 Salvador.

5 ('oloml)ian('on fcdcra- 8 San Marino.

tion. '7 Shanghai.

9 Liberia. •5 Sweden.

8 Montenegro. 23 Switzerland.

10 New Zealand. 6 Servia.

10 New .South W'a les. 4 Soudan.

34 Nicaragua. 9 Trinidad.

2 I Ilollaiul. 22 Tunis.

21 1 )ul(h Iiuiies. 30 'I'urkey.

16 Norlii Borneo. 28 Uniteil States

5 Norway. America.

6 I'()rtiit;al. at Victoria.

3 I'oild Rico. 5 I'hilippines.

a6 Koiiiiianin.

of
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REGISTRATION STAMPS.
No. No. No.

5 Afghanistan. 4 Liberia. 2 Salvador.

4 Antioquia. 3 New South Wales. I Venezuela.

3 Canada. 3 Panama. I Victoria.

20 Colombia, excluding 2 Philippines. I French Congo.

the large labels (also 2 Queensland. . I Montenegro.

of Tolima).

TOO LATE STAMPS.
No. No
I Antioquia I Victoria.

I Colombia. 2 Trinidad (doubtful).

SPECIAL DELIVERY LABELS.
No. No,

I Canada. 7 United States of America.

I Cuba. I Guam.

RETURN RECEIPT STAMPS.
No. No.

2 Chili. I Salvador.

OFFICIAL STAMPS.
No. No. No.

3° Argentine Republic. 14 Jhind. 88 Salvador.

10 British Guiana. lO Cashmere. 16 Sweden.

32 India. 38 Liberia. 8 Sirmoor.

i6 Ceylon. 70 Luxemburg. II Spain.

lO Chamba. 13 Mexico. 36 Suaheliland (?).

34 Costa Rica. 15 Nabha. 24 South Australia (not

7 Denmark. 8 New Zealand. including Depart-

5° Ecuador. 28 New South Wales. mentals, only the

8 Faridkot. 109 Nicaragua. O.S.).

I Fiji Islands. 9 North German Con- 10 Tonga.

3° Great Britain. federation. 82 Uruguay.

7 Gwalior. 28 Paraguay. 7 Venezuela.

10 Hyderabad. 20 Puttialla. 10 Wurtemberg.

22 Honduras. 10 Perak. 92 United States of

8 Iceland. 24 Peru. America (not in-

9 Italy. 5 Poonch. cluded in the list).

3 Jamaica.

By J. R. F. TURNER.

OUCHING Mr. Earl's letter in the last number of the

Lotidon Philatelist I should like to make a few remarks

on the subject. Firstly, I would call attention to an extract

from Ewen's Weekly News relating to the Wolmaransstad

provisionals.' It is found on page 202 in the narrative of

Mr. B. W. H. Poole, who. it appears went out to Africa

as the special correspondent of that paper. It runs as follows :
—

" The
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Wolmaransstad provisionals early in November . . . had to vacate the

town."

The Army Order quoted in Mr. Earl's letter surely cannot affect the

status of stamps properly issued by the appointed Commissioner in far-off

districts like Rustenburg, Zeerust, Wolmaransstad, and Vryburg at a time

when incessant fighting was going on, when a given town [e.g. Rustenburg)

might be in the hands of the British one day and in the hands of the

Boers the next. It was quite impossible to get ordinary V.R.I, stamps

down from Pretoria in time for the mails, and as it would have been

clearly i7ifra dig. to have used Boer stamps, it seems to me the Commissioner

exercised a very wise discretion in upholding the authority of the Queen by

surcharging them " V.R." or "V.R.I." respectively. How can such a stamp

rightly be termed a forgery? It would be more logical to state that as the

Transvaal had ceased to exist as an independent State, and its stamps

carried as little authority as forgeries would do, then to use them without

first making them into British stamps would be tantamount to using forgeries

—for legally Boer stamps are on no better footing in a British Colony than,

say, the bogus stamps of New Orleans.

The date of the Army Order is October 23rd, months after these pro-

visionals had been used, at a time too when we had a much firmer grip

on the country, when communication with Pretoria was comparatively easy

to what it had been, and when practically all the post offices in our possession

in the Transvaal had been stocked with the ordinary V.R.I, stamps. Indeed

it is improbable that the order in question was directed against these

particular stamps.

Pretoria wa.s occupied on July sth, and the Rustenburg provisionals were

i.ssued on or about July 22nd. I do not know whether or not Major-

General Kelly had then been appointed Controller of the Transvaal.

In any case it might have taken weeks to get his permission to

surcharge the stamps. Mr. Earl surely does not wish to maintain

that in the meantime the mails ought to have been kept back until thi-^

[jermission arrived ? The Acting Commissioner, in my opinion, did the

obviously correct thing, and I consider these few provisionals—and reallj-

the great wonder is that there were not very man}' more issued from other

towns—almost as interesting as Mafekings. I have .seen .several of the

Rustenburg V.R.'s used on entire letters that got through to Rhodesia

and ICngland, and I have seen a full authenticated set of the following

values:— Jd., id., 2d., 2^d., 3d., 6d., is., and 2s. 6d.

There were only two varieties i.ssued at Vryburg, and as the date of

issue was May 16th, or thereabouts, over two weeks before Pretoria fell

into our hands, I wonder how Mr. ICarl will reconcile this

fact with his remarks. The two stamps in (lueslion, iht"

U\. and kI. Transvaal, were surcharged in l)lack ink

lengthway.s.

y\ copy of Ihu Ad. I was lorlunatc enough to accjuire

cami; from Ihe coniinaiulant of the base at Mafeking

—

l.ieutenant-Colonel Vyvyan—surely a sufficient guarantee

as Id ils boil, I lidc character. Ihesi- two varieties are without tloiibt tlu-
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pick of the provisionals, the id. being a first-class rarity. Of the Wol-

maransstad stamps, in use about July 19th, I know of the following:

—

|d., id., id. (oblong), id. on 2|d. purple, 2jd. blue, 3d., €d., and is. These

are the ordinary Transvaal stamps surcharged in deep blue

" Cancelled,

VRI,"

the word " Cancelled " falling immediately over part of the inscription at top,

"Z. AFR. REPUBLIC" ; and I possess the id. value, used on an entire letter to

Kimberley. None of the Zeerust or Marico stamps have come my way, I am
sorry to say, though I include them in the same category as the others.

Summing up, I have no hesitation in asserting that as all these pro-

visionals were issued by properly appointed Commissioners, under very

peculiar circumstances, they are bona fide emissions, and must find a

place in a representative collection of the stamps of British South Africa,

no matter what Army Orders certain major-generals may suddenly take

it into their heads to formulate. The fact remains that these stamps have

duly performed their full postal functions ; they have franked letters to

England and parts of Africa, and it is now too late in the day for anyone

—

be he a full-fledged major-general or a modest stamp collector—to attempt

to rob them of their well-deserved postal status.

Since writing the above, further valuable information on the subject has

reached me through Ewen's Weekly Stamp News. In the issue for

January 5th it is stated that " in reply to an inquiry the Commandant
of Rustenburg writes us that, as far as he is aware, all values of Transvaal

stamps were issued there with 'V.R.' overprint; that all records of the

numbers printed appear to be lost, no doubt owing to reoccupation by

the Boers ; and that they were issued by authority of General Baden-Powell

during the Boer investment of the town!' The information is signed by
Captain J. M. Graham, Commandant, Rustenburg, and dated November nth
last.

The italics are mine. Further comment would be superfluous.

^aii^n-P^^lreUs ^afekirtg (Skge (Stamp.*
OFFICIAL DETAILS.

T the fortnightly meeting of the Junior London Philatelic

Society, held in Clapham Hall on 12th January, the President

(Mr. Fred. J. Melville) read to the members a statement

which he had received in reply to inquiries addressed by
him to Major-General Baden-Powell on the subject of the

postage stamps issued during the siege of Mafeking. The
President's letter was referred by the gallant officer to the authorities of

* We are indebted to Mr. Fred. J. Melville, President of the Junior London Philatelic Society

for this interesting information. —Ed.
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the General Post Office at Cape Town, whose communication in answer

contains many particulars hitherto unpublished, corrects some erroneous

statements which have got abroad, and will guide Philatelists and dealers

in avoiding forgeries when acquiring philatelic memorials of the historic

siege and defence of the now famous little town in Bechuanaland.

The memorandum is in the following terms :

—

"postage stamps overprinted V.R.I. AND REISSUED AT MAFEKING DURING

THE SIEGE.

"After careful inquiry into the matter, the following would appear to be the

facts, so far as can be ascertained, in connection with the overprinting, surcharging,

and reissue of the stamps now known as Mafeking siege stamps, a complete list

of which, showing the number of each denomination issued, is appended.

"Shortly before the 23rd of March, 1900, it was found possible to forward

despatches by runners from Mafeking, both by the north and south routes, and a

service was accordingly established by the military authorities. Owing to the high

amounts which had to be paid to the runners, it was decided to charge special rates

for any private letters conveyed, and the following tariff was adopted, viz.:

—

" Via the north, is. per |oz..

" Via the south, 6d. per \ oz.

" From a statement made by the military authorities it would appear that, in

order to provide a sufficiency of stamps to admit of the prepayment of private letters,

it was further decided to surcharge all the unsold stamps in the possession of the

local postmaster 3 and Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Edward Cecil, under whose super-

vision the Post Office was carried on during the siege, accordingly purchased the

stamps at their face value, and caused them to be overprinted and surcharged at

the works of Messrs. Townshend and Son, the publishers of the Mafeking Mail

newspaper. On the 23rd of March the stamps as overprinted were issued for the

first time at their enhanced values, and it is understood that the whole of the over-

printed issues had been disposed of before the relief of the town was effected.

" Owing to the interruption of communication the postal authorities at Cape

Town could not be consulted in the matter, either as regards tlio sale or the over-

printing, and from the time the stamps originally passed out of the hands of the

civil postmaster the Colonial Post Office Department ceased to have any control

whatsoever over their treatment. In view of these circumstance.s, and of the fact

that the wliole of the additional revenue derived from the sale of the stamps at

their surcharged value was retained by the military authorities, the postal administra-

tion of the Cape Colony and tlie Bechuanaland Protectorate have decided to regard

tht; slamjjs in (jucstion as purely military issues, and (in the month of November

last) official notices have consequently been published in the CovcnitiHiit GazetU

proclaiming their non-availability for the prepayment of mail mailer posted either

in Cape Colony or in tlic Protectorate.

"The average number of letters i)er week forwarded J'ici the north from the

.>3r(l of March was appro.ximately sixty, a runner leaving Mafeking twice per week ;

and via the soulli lliirty, once per week, ll is, however, more llian probable thai

many of the runners were captured by the Boer forces, and that the letters being

conveyed by them never reached a IJrilish post oflicc.

"The local stamjjs— viz. tliosi- actually manufactured in Mafeking, and luaring

representations of the bust of Major-deneral Haden I'owell anil of SergeanlMajor

(ioodyear, of tin; f'adet Corps, on a bicycle— were used entirely for a ppstal service
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which was arranged within the town and between the various outposts. The whole

of the three varieties of these stamps were printed by means of photography, the

photograph being taken by Dr. D. Taylor, and the gumming and perforating by

Messrs. Townshend and Son. The two varieties of the Baden-Powell pattern were

designed by Captain Greener, the Chief Paymaster; whilst the one of the bicycle

pattern was designed by Dr. W. A. Hayes.

" It is evident from specimens which have been submitted to the Postmaster-

General at Cape Town that extensive forgeries of the overprinted stamps have taken

place, the fraud consisting in the unofficial overprinting, surcharging, and in many

cases date-stamping of genuine Cape Colony stamps.

" General Post Office, Cape Town,
" 'jth December, 1900.

"LIST OF POSTAGE STAMPS ISSUED BY THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES
AT MAFEKING DURING THE SIEGE.

Ntitnber of
Face value. Description. Stamps.

Id. Cape of Good Hope (old design), overprinted and surcharged

"Mafekingid. Besieged" . . ... 7,680

\A. Cape of Good Hope (new design), overprinted and surcharged
" Mafeking id. Besieged" . . ... 5,280

\di. Great Britain, overprinted " Bechuanaland Protectorate," surcharged

and overprinted "Mafeking id. Besieged" . ... 6,000

id. Great Britain, overprinted "Bechuanaland Protectorate" and "Mafe-

king 3d. Besieged" .. . . ... 1,800

id. Great Britain, overprinted "Bechuanaland Protectorate" and "Mafe-

king 3d. Besieged." (Smaller type) . ... 1,800

id. Cape of Good Hope, overprinted and surcharged "Mafeking 3d.

Besieged" . . . . ... 6,000

2d. Great Britain, overprinted " Bechuanaland Protectorate '' and " Mafe-

king 6d. Besieged "
. . . ... 1,200

2d. Great Britain, overprinted " Bechuanaland Protectorate " and " Mafe-

king 6d. Besieged." (Smaller type) . ... 1,200

3d. Cape of Good Hope, overprinted " Mafeking 6d. Besieged "
. . 840

3d. British Bechuanaland (lilac series), overprinted " Mafeking 6d.

Besieged" . . . . ... 3,600

3d. Great Britain, overprinted " Bechuanaland Protectorate " and " Mafe-

king 6d. Besieged'' . . . ... 1,440

4d. Great Britain, overprinted "British Bechuanaland" and "Mafeking

IS. Besieged" . . . . ... 2,320

4d. Cape of Good Hope, overprinted " Mafeking IS. Besieged." . . 1,440

6d. Great Britain, overprinted " Bechuanaland Protectorate " and
"Mafeking is. Besieged" . . ... 240

6d. Great Britain, overprinted "British Bechuanaland" and "Mafeking
IS. Besieged" . . . ... 1,440

IS. Great Britain, overprinted "British Bechuanaland" and "Mafeking
2s. Besieged" . . . ... 570

3d. Local postage stamp, with photograph of Lieutenant-General Baden-

Powell's bust. (Small size) . . ... 6,072

3d. Local postage stamp, with photograph of Lieutenant-General Baden-

Powell's bust. (Large size) . . ... 3,036

id. Local postage stamp, with photograph of Sergeant-Major Goodyear
xjn bicycle . . . . ... 9,476

"
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aasional gotes.

AUSTRALIAN POSTAL RATES.

HE Government of New Zealand, as officially announced, has in-

augurated the new century by the lowering of the rate to id.

between those distant islands and this country. This inter-British Empire

rate has now been accepted with very i^w omissions by all the Colonies,

the principal exception being Australia itself. The Federation of the six

Colonies under its twentieth-century appellation of the " Commonwealth

of Australia" cannot apply its collective wisdom to any better or wiser

purpose than the cheapening of the means of communication between the

component parts of the " Federal Empire of Great Britain." We therefore

anticipate at an early date the announcement that Australia has " advanced "

into line with the other portions of Her Majesty's dominions by conceding

penny postage to all parts of the Empire.

THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH ISSUE.

|e learn that this much-heralded set will not see daylight for many
months—probably not until the month of July, or even August. The

advice to purchase Australian current issues, wholesale and retail, has had

numerous followers, who have their tipsters in the Press, like racing folk;

but we much fear that they arc not yet past the zvinning-^os\., or that

(modern) Australia is going to "advance" by leaps and bounds. Rumour
has also had it that the era of surcharges is to be commenced by over-

printing all the current series of the si.x Australian Colonies. Such a step

would be purely and entirely unnecessary, except for the exploitation of

tlie public. The Colonies can all well afford to carr)- on their postal

arrangements for a few months longer on the old lines— each on its own

basis. We shall hope that the new general issue will be one that will

redound to the credit of the new-born i\ustralian nation, and that it will

form a world-wide advertisement thereof for man)' years—without even a

change of watermark.

/•///•; STANDARD CATALOGUE.

V. have received, while at press, from Mr. W. T. Wilson, of Birmingham,

a copy of the 1901 edition of this work, i.ssued by the Scott Stamp
and Coin ("o. of New York, and liopi- in our next number to review tlie same.
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NOTES OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

We do not profess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the important novelties may be iiicluded. Speculative stamps—i. e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us i7i

this direction, by setiding copies of any official docutnents relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intimation ofany new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such information

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Bermuda.—A supply is on the way to

this Colony of farthing stamps.

The IS., grey, has been surcharged, so

we are informed, " jd." Further particulars

are wanting.

British Guiana.—We have received the

2 cents envelope, in grey paper, with the

inside mottled or granite surfaced.

—

M. J.

Information reaches us that a supply has

probably arrived in this portion of our

possessions of a i cent printed in fugitive

ink. Colour grey-green, and value in pale
green.

Etivelofe. 2 cents, carmine on grey ; 146x87 mm.

British Honduras.—Af^z&^^/'i- Weekly

announces two postal cards of permanent

type, with slight alterations in the in-

scription.

Post Cards. 2 cents, carmine on buff.

24-2 .. >, ,,

Hong Kong.—Further changes in colours

are taking place.

Our American friends chronicle a 5 cents,

lilac, in place of the 5 cents, blue.

We have information, however, that there

are on the way out a 5 cents, orange-yellow,

and a 30 cents, brown. Something appears

to be wrong here, which time alone can
settle.

India.—Z>^f<;rt«.—Messrs. Whitfield King
and Co. send us a provisional \ anna, on

\ anna, red, with new value surcharged in

black in native characters.

Adhesive. J anna, on \ anna, red ; current type.

Dhar.—We omitted to note last ' month
that the type-set 2 a. stamp, although in the

same setting in other respects as the \ a.

and the latest edition of the \ a., has an

error in the sheet which does not exist in

the other values. No. 10 on the sheet has

the ornament that should be in the right

upper corner misplaced, it being between

the third and fourth oblong types in the top

of the frame.—Af. /.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. inform

us that the Dhar State P.O. closed on

January ist, and that no more stamps will

be issued.

Lagos.—The current 5s. Lagos may be

found with value printed in either blue or

ultramarine. The shades are very distinct.

—Ewen^s Weekly.

Mafeking.—The M. J. gives some in-

teresting particulars of the plan adopted

by the importers into Cape Town, if not

the actual makers, of the forged Mafekings.

Here is our contemporary's report :

—

" In reference to the forgeries mentioned
in previous numbers, Mr. Beeman tells us
that he understands that the forgers dis-

posed of them in Cape Town. Their plan
was to get acquainted with persons who had
come to Cape Town from Mafeking for a
change after the siege, and to endeavour at
first to buy surcharged stamps from them,
offering very low prices. Failing to buy,
they then offered to sell similar stamps at
prices sufficiently tempting, and the buyers
sent these to friends at Mafeking, by whom
in turn they were sent elsewhere, and they
thus came to be believed in as having
emanated from that celebrated town."
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Malta.—The delayed |d. stamp has

made its appearance, and Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co. send us a copy.

It is a handsome little label, and is

described on page 303, vol. ix.

New Zealand.—The first universal penny

postage stamp is reported to have made its

appearance in London, and the stock to be

well on its way out, if it ha\-e not actually

arrived.

The following description of the stamp is

given in the Australian Philatelist

:

—
"The stamp is carmine. On the shore

stands New Zealand, a tall and graceful

female figure, clad in classic flowing robes,

her hair streaming in the fresh breeze that is

blowing over the Southern Seas, over which
she is gazing. In the background, faintly

outlined, is seen Mount Egmont's snowy,
tapering peak. With her right hand New
Zealand points across the sea, on which a
steamer is conveying her tidings of good-
will to all the nations of the earth. Her
left hand, pointing earthwards, grasps a
caduceus. Mercury's winged rod entwined
by two serpents, the symbol of swift com-
munication and commerce. Thus is indicated

the despatch of her mails by land and sea.

The globe behind her typifies the world-wide
extent of her correspondence. In a ribbon
above arc the words 'new ZEALAND,' in

one below, 'universal postage.' The
value, 'one penny,' appears in a broad
band at the foot. The stamp is bordered
by ornamental scrolls, while each to]3 corner
is occujjicd Ijy a circle inclosing a six-pointed

star."

Orange River Colony.—The Monthly

Circular has received information that of

tlie 6d., carmine, twenty-five sheets were

printed willi "level dots" and five sheets

with "raised dots." These five sheets were

returned from outlying post offices and sur-

( Iiargetl.

(Jur contcmi)orary remarks that as these

five sheets were sold lo officers only, who
resold them in entire sheets to various

speculators, they can iiardly Ijc described as

stamps issued to the jjubiic. It is a rather

nice point.

'Ihe I'hildtiiii Rciord clironiclcs the Ad.

of the raised stcjps setting with the " V-" of

"V.R-I-»omitU(l.

id., urange ; iiurcharKcd " 'U'l'" only.

Sarawak. — Messrs. Stanley Gibbons,

Limiled, iiavc discovered in their stock a

blo( k of four of the 4 ( cuts of the lirst issue,

imperforate horizontally bclwccn liic rows.

Southern Nigeria.—A full set of stamps

has been sent out, we are told, but, unfor-

tunately, information is wanting as to values

and colours.

Straits Settlements.—The 5 cents,

indigo, which was generally reported by the

journals— our own included—turns out to be

a myth, but the 5 cents, plum, wmk. CA, of

1899, is now coming over, and Messrs.

Bright and Son have shown us a specimen.

Federated Malay States.—We hear that

the lower values of the permanent issue

have been sent out, and will have probably

arrived before this note gets into print.

Particulars of values and colours are not

yet to hand.

Selangor.—More provisionals ; but then,

we quite expected them.

The M. J. reports the 50 cents stamp,

surcharged " One cent." in one line, and

"Three— cents." in two lines, in each

case with a bar across the top.

Adhesives. One cent on 50 c, green and black.
Three
cents

''"Soc. „

Sudan. — Morleys Journal gi\'es par-

ticulars of four Postage Tax, or Unpaid

Letter stamps.

Shape oblong, design a view of the Nile,

and gunboat in centre. Above is " SUDAN
postage tax," the word "milliemes" on

the left, and Arabic inscriptions below and

on the right.

Value on shields in the upper corners.

Wmk. Crescent and Star; perf. 14.

Aiihesives. 2 milliemes, Iiuli.tn red and bl.-ick.

4 It Rrey-green and brown.
10 ,, violet-green.

20 ,, carmine and ultramarine.

I'lif tenlral design is in the second

colour.

Tasmania.— Messrs. Bright and Son have

lately received a letter from Tasmania

franked by a 3d. stamp of the Platypus type,

overprinted " Revenue," in black.

Till- following; is taken fiDm the November

nuiuljcr of llie Australian rhilatelist

:

—
" Tlie Tasnianian tl. !'.(.). h.i\e nt)tilieil

that after the isl of DeccmlHT tiio i'latypus

id., 3d., <(!., and Is., liie St. (Ii-orgc and
Dragon 2s. 61I., 5s., anil los., and liie 2os.

current (De la Rue type) will i)i' only avail-

able as duty stamps, and cainiot be used to

prepay postage on letters."

jd., chrnlnul, iurclmrgcd " K«venu«," In black.
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Transvaal.—A few additions to the fur-

ther list of varieties given on page 322, vol. ix.,

of "V.R.I." Transvaals have to be made.

"V.R.I." inverted, zjd.— is.

Without stop after " I ", id.

Without stop after " V ", 2d.

Dropped letter "I.", zjd., 3d., 4d., and 6d.

It is good reading that the local sur-

charging of stamps in the Transvaal has

been put a stop to.

The following bearing on the subject has

appeared in the M. /., and seems to have

been published at the same time as the

Army Notice copied on page 328, vol. ix.

"surcharged postage stamps.

"The following notice, signed by the

Military Governor, Pretoria, appears in the

Transvaal Government Gazette of October
24th:—'Whereas it is desirable and neces-
sary to prohibit and guard against the sur-

charging and issuing of surcharged stamps
by unauthorised persons : Therefore, by
virtue of the authority committed to me,
I hereby give notice that any person or
persons who shall, not being duly authorised
thereto by the Administrator of Civil Posts,

surcharge, or cause to be surcharged, with
the letters V.R.I., and issue, or cause to

be issued, any revenue or postal stamps,
shall be liable to prosecution under martial
law, and that all stamps so surcharged
without authority will not be recognised,
and will be confiscated if passed through
the post.'"

Turks and Caicos Islands.—The new
set of stamps has been issued, and Messrs.

Whitfield King and Co. send us specimens.

The design and colours agree with the

particulars on page 304, vol. ix., and the

perfs. are 14. The watermark on the 2s.

and 3s. values is Crown CC, and on the

lower denominations Crown CA.

EUROPE.
Austria.— It is reported that the i heller,

lilac, stamp has been seen with numerals
inverted.

Adhesive, i heller, lilac, with numerals inverted.

Finland.—Messrs. Whitfield King and
Co. send us five values of the new stamps
for use here, which were put into circulation

on January 14th.

With the exception that the values are in

penni and marks, so described on the face,

the design seems identical with the issue of

Russia of 1883 for the 5 penni, 20 penni,

and I mark; the 10 penni is similar to the

4 kopecs of 1889, and the 10 marks like the

3r. 50k. of 1884, the "balls" in every case
being omitted.

We are informed that there has been or

will be issued a 2 penni value.

Adhesives, 5 penni, green; perf. 14X15.
10 ,, carmine ,,

20 „ blue ,,

I mark, deep lilac and green ;
perf. 14 X 15.

10 marks, black and French grey
;
perf. 13I.

France.—There appear to be two dis-

tinct printings of some of the lower values

of the new French stamps. According to

the French journals the first issued were

obtained by two impressions, but are now
produced at one operation. The former are

apparently being rapidly exhausted, and are

quite difficult to find in many parts of

France. The 15 c. is also to be changed

in colour, and, as evidenced by the recent

debate in the French Chamber, the entire

issue has failed to please.

ROUMANIA.—The new set, with water-

mark so arranged that one must purchase

blocks of twenty-five specimens of each

value to be up to date, not selling (pre-

sumably) so well as the clever authorities

of this country anticipated, a cheap edition

without watermark is reported.

The following varieties, without watermark

and with pink gum, are known at present,

perf 11^ :

—

Adhesives. i bani, pale brown.

3 ,, red-brown.

5 ,, emerald-green.
10 ,, rose-red.

15 ,, black.

25 ,, blue.

The Monthly Circular informs us "that
the Roumania Post Office has also been
playing the cheap-jack with the 25 bani,

blue, errors of 1893-7. These, instead of

being destroyed, were started, it is said, at

£1 each. What lower price they reached
we do not know, but the sale hung fire, and
now no less than 842 are offered to the

highest bidder. We mention this as a

warning to collectors."

Servia.—After Greece had sunk so low

as to adopt the surcharging nuisance, we

can hardly be surprised at Servia following

the lead.

At present only one value has been re-

ported, and that by the Monthly Circular.

The current 20 paras has been printed in

rose and surcharged at foot, "10 IIAPA," in

thick black letters.

Adhesi-oe. lo paras on 20 paras, black on rose.

Spain.—A full set of the new type is re-

ported, but there seems considerable doubt

whether any of the stamps have yet been

put into circulation.
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Ewen's Weekly states :

—

" All have numbers in blue printed on the

backs, those we have seen being

—

5 cent., number coo,9ot, reading upwards.

25 ,, „ 001,273 ,, downwards.

" Evidently each sheet will bear a different

number. The 2 c, 5 c, 10 c, and 15 cents,

are printed in sheets of 200, while the other

values are printed in sheets of 100."

Adhesives.

2 cents., grey-green.

S ,, dark green.

10 ,, salmon.

15 ,, blue-black.

20 ,, olive-i^rey.

25 ,, sky-blue.

30 cents., pale ereen.

40 „ olive-green.

50 ,, blue-green.

I peseta, magenta.

4 ,, dark violet.

10 ,, bright orange.

AMERICA.

Nicaragua.—Still more Asenjo stationery

has come to light.

This time it is three post cards as follows:

—

Post Cards. 2-I-2 c, carmine on white.

6 c, blue on cream.
6+6 c, ,, „

Paraguay.—The following have been

added to the new set.

—

Moiitlily Circular.

Adhesives. 3 centavos, light brown.
8 ,, marone.

United States. — Considerable doubt

having existed whether the "Pan-American"

Exposition stamps would be available for

postage in correspondence going out of the

States, statements for and against have been

made, but we think the one following, which

has l)ecn taken from MckeePs of December

1 3th, should decide the matter for good ;

—

"Our busy Washington correspondent, Mr.
Hartels, sends a copy of a letter that he
received from the Chief of the Stamp
Division, Washington. It reads :

—

"'I understand thai you were infoinicd

while in the Department the other day that

tlie Pan-American series of postage stamjjs

would not be good for foreign corrcsjiond-

encc under the rules of the Universal Postal

Union Convention of '97. It has Ijeen tle-

cidcd that as tlic rule prohiljils the use of

commemoialive stamps of a temjjorary

validity only, the Pan-American series will

not come under this proliil)ition, but will be
available for international correspondence.

I inform you as above so that you may
not misiiuotc the Department in any stamp
publication for wliich you may be corre-

spondent.'
"

Tlic Mclrofiolilan I'hildtfli.st throws out a

liinl lliat perhaps before very long there will

be a new issiic of Stamps to supersede the

regular set now in use. Should this <omc
aiiDut, we may expect a lliorougiily up to-

datc set worthy of Uncle Sam.

Uruguay.—Two values, the 5 cmos. and

10 cmos., of the new issue expected (see

page 305, vol. ix.) have reached us from

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. Both are

handsome stamps, and quite up to the

standard of Messrs. Waterlow and Sons'

productions.

Our Ipswich friends also send us a pro-

visional s cmos. made by surcharging the

10 cmos., carmine, of 1897, " 1900 5 centesi-

mos," in three lines, in black, with a design,

also in black, which looks like an exhibition

building, over the word "CORREOS." Two
hundred thousand of these provisionals were

issued on December ist.

A dliesives.

5 cmos. on 10 cmos., of 1897, surcharged "1900 5 centesi-

mos," in three lines, in black, and with further

overprint.

5 cmos., blue, new issue, design "Genius of Uruguay."
10 ,, violet, design " Commerce and Cattle."

Venezuela. — The whole set of the

official stamps of 1898 and some post cards

are now reported surcharged " 1900," so we

must put on record the following :

—

Official Stamps.

5 c , black and blue-green ; surcharged '* 1900."

10 c. , , rose

25 c. blue
lb. lilac

Post Cards. 10 c, red and black on white.

10+ IOC. ,, „ lilac.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
China (German Post Offices).— Mr.

Franz Reichenheim sends us the current

set of German stamps, from 3 pfg. to 5

marks, surcharged " China," in black or

red, for use in the German post offices at

Shanghai, Tientsin, Chefoo, Futchau, and

Peking.

The surcharge is horizontal antl in black

in all values but one, the 3 marks stamp

having the overprint in red, vertically each

side.

China (Japanese Po.sr Oekices).—The

new \\ sen stamp has been surcharged for

use here.— A/. C.

Adhesive. \\ sen, pale blue, with Nurchnrge.

I'i;knANDo I'OO.—We notice another

provisional is chronicletl, the 10 ccnlavos

"Timbre Movil " of 1900, oxerprinted "5

Cen Corrcos" in oval, in blaik.

Adhtii\t.

locciil, blue, "Tiiiilire Movil" uf 1400; hurtlurgcil
*'

J Call Corrao*," in bluck.

Fke.nch Colonies.- Chanjjch of loUnir

have been, or arc to lie, ni.ulc in four of the

values, \\l. 10 centimes, 15 i ., 35 c, 50 c,

and probably later on the 3 francs.
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This will affect the issues of Anjouan,

Dahomey, French Congo, French Guiana,

French Guinea, French India, French

Oceania, French Soudan, Great Comoro,

Guadeloupe, Indo - China, Ivory Coast,

Madagascar, Martinique, Mayotte, New
Caledonia, Reunion, St. Pierre and Miquelon,

and Senegal.

Adhesives. lo centimes, carmine on rose.

15 „ grey-lilac on greyish.

25 „ blue on bluish.

50 ,, brown on pale blue.

German Colonies.—Mr. Franz Reichen-

heim sends us full sets for the nine colonies

mentioned on page 325, vol. ix., and a set

also for " Kiautschou."

We find the values and colours as pre-

viously described.

German Morocco.—The 6 pesetas 25

cents, value has now been issued, and copies

reach us from Mr. Franz Reichenheim and

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co.

The overprint is in black, the value

"6 pes. 25 cts." at foot, with "Marocco"
vertically each side.

Adhesive " 6 pes. 25 cts.," in black on 5 marks German.

Indo -China.—The stamp on the lo

centimes post card is reported with the

name in red in place of blue.

Post Card. 10 c, black on green ; name in red.

LouRENZO Marques.— The Philatelic

Journal of India informs us that a shortage

has taken place here. The Mozambique
fiscals of 10, 30, and 800 reis have been sur-

charged " Con-eio de Lourengo Marques

"

with new values.

The first has been used for 5 and 25 reis,

and.the other two for 50 reis.

The 75 reis stamp of Lourengo Marques

has also been surcharged " 50 reis."

Provisionals.

5 reis on lo reis, Mozambique ; fiscal.

)» )i

») ,)

)) j»

Lourengo Marques
;
postal.

Macau.—Messrs. Bright and Son have

shown us some new values that have
appeared here, and similar stamp sare also

expected for Timor.

25 ,, 10

50 ,> 30
so „ 800
SO 75

Both colonies are to have a stamp of 78

avos early this year.

Adhesives. 5 avos, brown.
10 „ blue.

IS „ pale green.

20 ,, pale brown on buii.

V-&^%\^.—Mekeers Weekly gives a much

longer hst of the stamps with the unde-

cipherable surcharge than we have yet re-

ported. The M. J. mentions three with two

surcharges.

Here, therefore, we give additions to our

previous listing.

Adhesives. With single surcharges.
10 shahi, blue.

16 ,, green.
1 kran, ultramarine,
z krans, pale rose.

3 „ yellow.

4 >, grey-

5 ,, emerald-green.

10 ,, orange.

50 ,, violet.

With two surcharges.

5 shahi, yellow,

10 „ blue.

12 ,, carmine.

Portuguese Indies.—In order to avoid

the application of a large number of stamps

to heavy articles transmitted by post, a

ministerial decree authorises the issue of

high-value stamps, namely 12 tangas, i and

2 rupees, for "India Portugueza."

—

Philatelic

fourttal of India.

The American journals anticipate a 5

rupees stamp. Very likely ; we are not

surprised.

SiAM.—There seems to be an issue with

the portrait in three-quarters profile. We
have, so far, noticed three values announced.

Adhesives. i att, green.

2 atts, green and rose.

3 ,, carmine and blue.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. inform

us that this issue has been withdrawn from

use, the Siamese Government having pro-

hibited their circulation.

TuTUiLA.— It is reported that the U.S.A.

Post Office Department are considering

whether they should issue a surcharged set

or not for this island.

Why not use the U.S.A. stamps, as in

Puerto Rico and the Philippines, etc. ? It

seems to come to this in the end.
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l^ilaldix Snmties' ®eatings.

Council for the Year igoo-igoi.

Fresicfe>U—H.R.U. The Dukk of York, K.G.
Vice-President— t<l. P. Castle.

Hon. Secretary—J. A. Tilleard.
Hon. Treasurer— C. N. Biggs.

Hon. Assistant Secretary— V{. R. Oldfield.
Hon. Librarian—T. Maycock.

W. B. Avery. L. L. R. Hausbukg.
E. D. Bacon. C E. McNaughtan.
W. D. Beckton. R. Mkyek.
R. EHRENbACH. F. RaNSOME.

H. J. White.

The third meeting of the season 1900- 1901
was held at P^ffingham House on Friday the

23rd November, 1900, at 7.45 p.m.
Members present :—M. P. Castle, the Earl of

Crawford, C. F. Dendy Marshall, Herbert R.

Oldfield, Rudolph Meyer, Rudolph Frentzel,

Walter L. Williams, E. 1). Bacon, C. Neville

Biggs, O. Firth, Robert Ehrenbach, L. L. R.

Hausburg, William .Silk, jun., H. F. W. Deane,
Sidney Castle, A. R. Barrett, B. D. Knox, C. J.

Daun, G. Owen Wheeler, Edward J. Nankivell,

T. Maycock, Gordon Smith, C. McNaughtan,

J. A. Tilleard.

Visitors:—Carl von Buch, W. A. Bieber, J.

W. Jones, Morlinier Menpes, F. M. Bridge.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President,

and the minutes of the meeting held on the gih

November, 1900, were read and confirmed.

A letter was read from Mr. W. Lane Joynt of

the 1 8th November informing the members that

the 4d. West Australian stamp with inverted

frame, which had been missing from the collection

of the late Duke of Leinster, had been found,

and had been placed in the collection at the

museum in Dublin. Mr. Lane Joynt inclosed a

photograph of the stamp for inclusion in the

collection ke[)t ijy the Expert Committee.
The Hon. Sec. was directed to suitaiily acknow-

ledge with thanks the receipt of Mr. Lane Joynt's

letter.

The meeting then proceeded to inspect the

exceedingly 'ixwt^ collection of the stamps of liie

Orange Free Stale and Orange River Colony,

whicli were brought to the meeting by the Earl of

Crawford, K.T. ; and subsetjuenlly a paper was
read by Mr. Nankivell on the stamps of the

Orange River Colony, wiiicii gave rise to some
considerable discussion in connection with the

various settings and printings of the V.R.I.

slani|)S.

A very cordial vote of thanks was proposed to

ihe Earl of Crawford by Mr. Nankivell, seconded
liy Mr. Gordon Smith, and carried unanimously.

A vote o( thanks to Mr. Nankivell was subse-

(jueiiily proposed by Mr. (iordon Smith, and
seconded by Mr. R. Meyer, and alter suinc re-

marks in support by the Earl of Crawford, the

resohuion was carried unaninxHisly, and the pro-

eeediin'.s llien terminated.

Till'; luuiili meeting of the season 1900 1901 was
held at Ellinghiini House on I'Viday the 7lh

December, 1900, at 7. 45 j).m.

Meinbers present : VV. li. Avery, E. U. Hiicnii,

the Eurl of Crawford, M. 1*. Ciiittlf, J. A. Tillctiid,

C. McNaughtan, L. L. R. Hausburg, C. Neville

Biggs, T. Maycock, Herbert R. Oldfield, Edward

J. Nankivell, Rudolph Meyer, Rudolph Frentzel,

W. Silk, jun., Gordon Smith, Dr. Hetley, A. R.

Barrett, F. Ransome, Thomas William Hall, H.
White, L. S. Wells.

Visitors :—W. H. Peckitt, — Frentzel, jun.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President, and
Mr. W. B. Avery then proceeded to give to the

members an aphengescope exhibition, whereby
original stamps were illustrated on a screen and
very considerably magnified.

Numerous stamps were shown, and by means
of the apparatus it was very much easier to examine
the lines of the design, and to note differences in

types and to detect the various forgeries.

In response to a very cordial and unanimous
vote of thanks, Mr. Avery expressed the hope
that his instrument might be the means of facili-

tating the labours of the Expert Committee, and
the proceedings then terminated.

The fifth meeting of the season 1900-1901 was
held at Effingham House on Friday the 21st

December, 1900, at 7.45 p.m.

Members present:— M. P. Castle, the Earl of

Crawford, Herbert R. Oldfield, Franz Reichen-
heim, Rudolph Meyer, E. D. Bacon, F. Ransome,
Edward J. Nankivell, A. R. Barrett, Gordon
Smith, L. L. R. Hausburg, A. B. Creeke, jun.,

B. D. Knox.
Visitors :— L. W. Fulcher, W^ K. Bieber.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President, and
the minutes of the meetings held on the 23rd
November and 7th December, 1900, were read

and confirmed.

A letter was read from the Boston Philatelic

Society in reference to the formation of a library,

and it w.as resolved that a copy of ihc Society's

work on India and Ceylon should be presente<l.

The meeting then proceeded with the election

of Mr. Mortimer Menpes, who, after ballot, was
declared duly elected.

Mr. II. R. Oldfield then applied on behalf of

the International Philatelic Union for the use of

the Society's rooms on the 26th January, 1901,

for the purposes of a Private Exhibition, which

had been organised by the Union.

Mr. Oldfield having explained the nature and
scheme of the Exhibition, Mr. Nankivell movcil,

and .Mr. Meyer .seconded, a resolution thai his

reipiest be acceded to, and this resolution was

duly carried, Mr. II. R. (Oldfield returning ilumks

on behalf of the Intcrnalit)nal Philatelic Union.

Mr. Tillcaril then read some notes on the

registered envelopes uf Htitish Central .Vfricu, iind

exhibitcd^to ihe meeting specimens showing seven

varieties.

A vote of thanks wius proposeil to Mr. TiUcuid

by Mr. Ciislle, and seconded by Mr. lUcon and

duly curried.

Mr. Gordon Smith then referred lo the fuel

that Stanley llibbons, l.imilcd, Imil cci«^cll to

import or to catulugue envelopes and cntiics, anil

siigge.stcd llinl some of the mcml>cr» of the Society

shiiuld combine lor the pur|H>»c» ol iiu|H<rlin);

envelope* und (Miit^CMrd* us from the l»i Junuary,

i<;oi.
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The suggestion was cordially received by the

members, and Mr. Gordon Smith was requested to

send out a circular with a view to the formation of

a committee to make the requisite arrangements.
The Vice-President then produced for the in-

spection of members a portion of his collection

of the stamps of the Italian States, including

those of Parma, Sicily, and Sardinia ; and the

Earl of Crawford also produced some magnificent

entire sheets of the stamps of Sicily, Parma, and
Modena.
A vote of thanks was subsequently proposed by

Mr. Knox, seconded by Mr. Creeke, jun., and
duly carried, and the proceedings then terminated.

Cardiff flljilat^lir ^on^t^.

The third meeting of this session was held on
December nth in the Society's new room at the

Y. M.C.A. Institute, ten members and a visitor

being present. The President took the chair at

7.30 p.m., and after the routine business had been
gone through, the Hon. Secretary (Mr. W. A.
Jutsum), in the unavoidable absence of Mr. G. E.
Petty, who was to have displayed his stamps of
Brazil, gave a paper on the stamps of Gibraltar
and Morocco Agencies, displaying his collection.

His Gibraltar stamps were complete except the

10 c. omitted value, and in good condition, and
comprised the 25 c. on 2d. and 25 on 2^, with the
two errors of short " i " and broken " n " in the
overprint "centimos."

A General Meeting was held at Anderton's
Hotel, Fleet Street, E.G., on Tuesday, December
4th, 1900, at 7 p.m.

Present ;— Messrs. Haynes{in the chair), Boyes,
Bradbury, Cool, Frentzel, Hausburg, Laing, Mar-
don, Melville, Meyer, Sidebotham, Simpson,
Standen, Sutherland, Thomson, Wane, Wills,
Slade, and two visitors.

Dr. C. Mailing and F. H. Oliver were elected
ordinary members.
January meeting was postponed to January Sth,

1901, as the first Tuesday falls on New Year's Day.
At the conclusion of business Mr. L. L. R.

Hausburg showed his collection of the stamps of
Grenada, accompanied by explanatory notes.
The collection, which was nearly complete, was
much appreciated by the members, and the
Chairman passed a unanimous vote of thanks to
Mr. Hausburg for his courtesy in giving such a
display. The vote was suitably responded to, and
exchange discussion, etc., was indulged in at

8.30 p.m. The meeting terminated at 9.30 p.m.

A General Meeting was held at Anderton's
Hotel, Fleet Street, E.G., on Tuesday, January
Sth, 1901, at 7 p.m.

Present : Messrs. Ehrenbach (in the chair),
Bounds, Boyes, Bradbury, Cool, Frentzel, Jones,
Mardon, Melville, Meyer, Sidebotham, Simpson,
Standen, Sutherland, Thomson, Wane, Wills, and
Slade.

Mr. Alex Tillie was elected an ordinary member
of the Society.

As Mr. H. J. Duveen is in America, and there-
fore unable to show his Mauritius stamps at the
February meeting as arranged, it was arranged

that a general display be held, and members were
invited to bring to that meeting any varieties or

curiosities that would be likely to prove of interest

to the community.
At 7.30 p.m. Mr. Ehrenbach gave a display of

his unique collection of the stamps of the Do-
minican Republic. This collection, which gained
high honours at the Paris Exhibition, is as re-

markable for its completeness as for the superb
condition of the specimens it contains, and is so

well known as to need no repeated praise. The
members were highly gratified at the entertain-

ment and instruction afforded to them, and at the

conclusion of the display (which was accompanied
by explanatory notes of the various issues, etc.) a
cordial vote of thanks was passed by the Vice-

Chairman (Mr. Sidebotham) to Mr. Ehrenbach
for the great courtesy he had shown to the Society.

A hope was also expressed that the genial Vice-

President would again favour members next season
vvith another portion of his philatelic treasures.

After a characteristic response from Mr. Ehren-
bach, private exchange and discussion was in-

dulged in, and a pleasant evening was brought to

a termination at 9.30 p.m.
PI. A. Slade, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside, St. Albans, yan. iiih, igoi.

President—W. Dorning Eeckton.

The sixth meeting was held on Friday, December
7th, the President being in the chair, supported
by eleven members and two visitors.

Mr. H. J. Turner was elected a member of the

Society.

The President read a paper on "The Stamps
of the Orange River Colony," giving a list of the

quantities printed since the I5ritish occupation,

and of the various surcharges, etc. He also gave
a display of the earlier issues, including a sheet,

half a sheet, and a pane of the id. on 3d., different

settings; the id. on 4d., double surcharge, un-
used ; all types of the 3d. on 4d., unused ; a pane
of the 2jd. on 3d., and a block of twenty of the

5s. Mr. Abbott showed, amongst other things,

a strip of five 4d. on 6d., unused, with the signa-

ture of the O.F. S. postmaster at Bloemfontein on
the margin ; a pane of Half Penny on 3d., showing
error without stop ; a pair double surcharged, and
one inverted

; the 6d., blue, unsurcharged ; a sheet

of Jd. , V. R.I. , one pane showing double printing
;

several 2|d. and 6d., rose; and the 5s., first

printing. Mr. Gibson showed panes of most of

the values of the V. R. I., a block of twelve of
the 2|d., and one of twelve of the 6d., rose,

second printing, with all the stop errors, the " V "

without stop on all values but 4d. ; the 6d., blue,

without value ; the |d. without "V," etc.

%\it pUjilatilir ^cn^t^ ai in&ta.

A General Meeting of the Society was held

on Friday, 7th December, 1900, at Mr. Larmour's
residence, 60, Bentinck Street, Calcutta, at six

o'clock, Mr. C. F. Larmour being in the chair.

Mr. Corfield, in the absence of the Treasurer,

presented a provisional financial statement, and
the issue during the year of Mr. G. A. Anderson's
handbook on the Stamps of Bhopal, and the first

of Mr. D. P. Masson's handbooks on those of

Jammu and Kashmir, was reported. It was re-

solved that the affiliation of the North West
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Provinces Philatelic Club to the Society be termi-

nated as and from the 31st December. The
following ofticers were re-elected for the year

1901 : President, Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson (Lahore);
Vice-Presidents, Messrs. C. F. Larmour (Calcutta),

D. P. Masson (Lahore), and W. Doming Beck-
ton (Manchester); Hon. Treasurer, Mr. D. P.

Masson (Lahore) ; Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. Cor-
field (25, Mangoe Lane, Calcutta) ; Editor of the

Philatelic Journal of India, Mr. C. Stewart-
Wilson ; Council, the above ex-ojficio and Major
L. E. du Moulin (South Africa), Major E. B.

Evans (Sydenham), Major F. H. Hancock (Jull-

under), Lieutenant-Colonel G. F. A. Harris (Cal-

cutta), Major C. H. \. Hopkins (Tynemouth),
Professor O. V. Midler (Bombay), and Messrs. G.
A. Anderson (Bombay), J. Cornwall (Lucknow),
W. S. Coutts (Penang), T. Hoffmann (Calcutta),

G. F. Melbourn (Tooling), G. Norman (Calcutta),

E. Sassoon-Gubbay (Calcutta), V. N. Schiller

(Calcutta), P. A. Selfe (Hyderabad), J. A.
Tilleard (London), and J. N. O. Thurston
(Burma).

LIST OF MEMBERS.

i,\it Decejuher, 1900.

Alston, G. C.
Alston, C. K.
Anderson, G. A,
Anderson, Major R. F. H.
lierthoud, E.
hrooks, T. A.
Broughton, Lieut. T. D.
IJurrup, J. A.
Hyrne, M. C.
Campbell, Lt.-Col. R. N.
Carey, (i. A.
Chard, W.
Clifford, G. S.

Corfield. \V.

Cornwall, J.
Cousins, V . S.

Coutts, W. S.

Craig, C. W.
Crawford, Major I). G.
(Jrawshaw, S.

Crofton, C. S. I''.

Crofts, Licut.-Col. A. M.
Crosse, C. H.
Dalyell, J. M. T.
Oay, Major J.
Uickson, Capl. W. E. R.
I)iid^;eoii, P. J.

l)iinsterville. Major K. S.

Duit, C. K.
Kirlli, M.-ijor R. II.

(;ica(low, I''.

Godfrey, Capt. S.
Godinho, J.
(ioodffllow, A, J.
Ilai(;, Mrs.
Mall, Col. G. C.
Hancock, Major V. W.
Harris, r,t.-Col. G. V. A.
Ilartigan, Major K. K.
I l;irwoocl, LiciU.-Col.

Mawlliorne, W.
lifininjiway, W, G.
I I'iffniann, 'J'.

1 lolinwofjd, Mrs,
llo|,l<lns. Major C. II. I.

Iliiii liiiiHoii, i,t. L. 1'. K.
IokHh, T.
JarncH, W.
I.ainiour, C. y.

l.arinour, 1'". A.
l.oiiKr, Major I''. II.

Luard, E. S.

Lu^arcl, 10.

Lukis, Lieut. -Col. C. P.
McConaghey, Lieut. H.
Madden, Lieut. T. E.
Manook, Dr. S.

Masson, D. P., c.I.E.

Ma.\well, Major A. B.
Michael, W. J.
Mowbray, G. G. de.
Mailer, Prof. O. V.
Napier, Capt. G. F.
Nicholson, E. F.
Norman, G.
Ottlcy, Mrs.
Pearson, Capt. W. M.
Piggott, C. L.
Ray, Capt.
Khe.Philipe, G. W. V. de.
Roberts, Asst.-Surg. C. G.
Robertson, L. 1''.

Roussac, W.
Rulach, Kev. G. li.

Runihoil, A. C.
Rundle, Surg.- Major C. S.

Samman, H. F.

Sassoon-Gubbay, E.
.Saunders, J. O'B.
Schiller, F. N.
Selfe, P. A.
Selkirk, A. L.
Showers, Capt. H. L.

Shrager, A.
Slade, H.
Smale, F. T.
Smith, A. J. H.
Stanley, E. G.
Stewart, W. McA.
.Stewart-Wilson, C.
Sulliv.'in, Capt. R.
'I'erry-dcSouza, J.
'I'lionipson, A. H.

'I'lujinson, Major F.

Thurston, J. N. O.
Turner, A.
Undcrwonil, Miss I).

Wcsior., \V.

Wclhcrall, l.icul. E.
Wcihertll, E. W.
Weyhuidl, O.
While, I.Jcut.Col. W. II.

WilMjn, Lieut.

Wood, Major C.

Vuuni{liUMbaiid, A.

v..

w.

K.

FOREIG.V.

Andreae, C. R. W.
Beckton. W. D.
Clark, Sir J. R. A.
Deals, H. £.
Du-Moulin, Major L. E.
Evans, Major L. 1*.

Farquharson, W. S.

Gillett, O.
Greenhill, Dr. E. F.

Calcutta. W.

Hausburg, L. L. R.
Jacoby, C. T.
Marks, J.
Melbourn. G. F.

North, J. C.
Roper, Mrs.
Tilleard, J. A.
Weston, H. E.
Wetherall, Mis?.

Corfield, Hon. Sec.

Suburban CSicljangt C-lub.

Four packets containing 189 sheets valued in the

aggregate at ^^1872 4^'. '^d. were made up and
despatched on the December circuit on the 29th

ultimo. Considering the holidays, the quantity

of stamps contributed was well up to the average,

but the quality was perhaps not quite so high.

Nevertheless a large selection of rare and medium
stamps was offered in good condition at prices

much below catalogue, and collectors would have
to be very advanced did they not find something
of use to them in the packets. Europeans were
the strongest section, with West Indians and
South Africans well represented. September
sheets would have been returned and accounts

settled ere this, had not one of the packets been
delayed for nearly a month owing to one of the

members being absent from home and leaving no
instructions for forwarding.

Six applications for membership have been
accepted during the past month, and three have
been held over lor inquiries. As the Club packets

are very valuable, it is obvious that great care

must be exercised in the electiim of members :

two suitable references should therefore accompany
every application to avoid delay and needless

correspondence. Resjionsible Philatelists of all

grades are, however, heartily welcomed, and
copies of rules, etc., will gladly be furnished by the

Secretary: H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. Albans.

%\m (KoUrctora' (HIuIj.

351, Foi;kih Avenue, Nkw York.

TliK fifty-ninth meeting of the Board of Governors
was held at the club-house on Monday, November
I2lh, 1900. Present:— Messrs. Andreini, Bruner,

Luff, Perrin, and Scott. Meeting called lo order al

8.45 p.m. by President Ikuncr. The Treasurer's

Report, showing a ca.sh balance in bank of •'5939.32,

exclusive of U.S. bonds, was apprt)ved as read.

The Secretary reported having issued a two weeks'

card to Mr. T. L. Hazzard, of Allegheny, Pa.,

at the rctjuesl of Mr. Lull'. The House Com-
inillee's Report was read and accepteil. Mr. Lull

reported that Mr. Duveen liad withdrawn his

resignation. Mr. Bnnier presented lo the Club
the book on The roslat;e Stamps of Switzerland,

and on presenting this handsome volume expliiineil

that this work had been purcliased with money
collected by private subscriptions among the mem-
bers of the Club. A vote of lliaiiks was tendered

lo the C'ininiittee which obtained the subscrip-

tions, and also lo the subscribers who kindly

donated this handsome l)ook to tiic Club.

\^
'^

r.")
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^oxxzBifionimcL
Communications.—A// communications of Philatelic matters and Publications for Review should

be addressed to the Editor of The London Philatelist, Kingston Lodge, Richmond Place,

Brighton.

Advertisements should be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson (Advertising Department), Effing-

ham House, Arundel Street, London, W.C.

Subscriptions. ^The London Philatelist will be sent, post-free in Great Bi-itain or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of 6s. ($1.50). Subscribers' remittances should

be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson, Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

A POST CARD COLLECTORS' SOCIETY.
To the Editor of the "London Philatelist."

Sir,—In your article on "The Survival of the

Fittest" you admit that " the collection of entires"

is a " genuine and honest branch of Philately."

They, therefore, ought to survive, being better

fitted to live than most adhesives issued during

the last fifteen years, the wholesale launching of

which, as more portable articles for speculators,

has really caused the neglect of entires.

There are still a few hundreds of collectors of

these in this country, many of whom can afford to

get their supplies from the Continental dealers, but

for others it will be difficult to keep their collec-

tions up to date, now English dealers have ceased

importing them. True, it is bulky slock, and
little demand for it ; but if any firm had arranged
for the importation of 200 pieces (instead of 2,000,

as of old), there would have been no difficulty in

getting fair prices for them quickly.

If there are a score or more members of the

Philatelic Society desirous of obtaining these, a

co-operative scheme of direct importation could
surely be arranged on the lines adopted by some
U.S. clubs, whose secretaries have funds to buy
stamps in bulk as they come out. In England we
have now but one Exchange Society for entires of

all countries, and, as manager thereof, I may
mention that a Post Card Collectors' Society has
been proposed, in which founders paying ^l or

more would be first supplied with new issues at-

cost with delivery, the ordinary members obtain-

ing theirs in the usual "packet" at a price just

under that usually obtainable by dealers. A small

reserve fund would soon accumulate, which might
be used for buying collections at auctions for dis-

tribution again to members of the Exchange, and
for supplying specially designed albums and
cabinets as required.

Surely one hundred members could be got
together for such a purpose, and if any influential

members of your Society will meet or make pre-

liminary arrangements for a suitable organisation,

I will do my best to assist by recommending the

transfer of my exchange, as I am physically unable
to do more than use my pen a little.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

B. W. Warhurst.
Chelsea, S.W., Janicary ^tJi, 1901.

[Steps have already been taken by the Philatelic

Society of London to further the views that Mr.
Warhurst advocates.

—

Ed.]

MAFEKINGS.
Sir,—The charming simplicity or childlike

innocence of Mr. Turner is quite touching in

such a doughty champion of the " Mafeking
Besieged " labels. What real evidence is there
that the stamps were speculative ? he valiantly

asks, and then—like the boy who called out,

"Who's afraid?"—runs, or rather gives himself

away, in an astonishingly naif way.

First, I would ask him to obtain from the Post-

master at Mafeking—who has so obligingly opened
our eyes by giving the quantities and dates of the

surcharged stamps—the number of letters de-

spatched during December, January, and February,

and let any honest man judge whether there was
not a sufficient quantity of stamps in March to

last another six months. This might settle the

question of necessity.*

Now as to their being speculative. Can any-

body desire better evidence than Mr. Turner's

own words ?—which, by-the-by, sum up the old

controversy as to Used v. Unused very neatly.

"The real function of a stamp is to frank a

letter." He then goes on to show how he and
others, if besieged, would speculate in such

things, by each addressing letters to himself a'iZi/y,

and getting all his friends to do likewise ! So at

the end of the siege " we would find ourselves

the owners of quite a nice assortment of Mafeking
stamps which cost us next to nothing'"—to sell in

London at forty guineas the set !

I say, without fear of disproof, that there were
plenty of stamps in Mafeking for several months'
average requirements, if the photographer secre-

tary (so-called) of Colonel (afterwards General)

Baden-Powell and his backers had not obtained

the sanction of the genial and gallant officer to

make such ; and also that if there had been
a quarter million stamps in the place over-

printed, they would have found their way into the

pockets of the few that were '

' in the know " out

there. If they were a legitimate postal issue,

why has the Postmaster-General since condemned
them by his announcement that they would not be
allowed to pay postage in the Colony ?

Mr. Turner also informs us that nobody says

the V.R.I, stamps are speculative. I say, in

common with many other thinking persons, that

they were utterly unnecessary and decidedly specu-

lative in their inception and origin, as in most
overprinted issues anywhere. The British, being
in possession, and in sole charge of the mails and
stamps to frank them, could have sold and used
the Boer stamps just as they were ; but then not

one-tefith of them would have been bought, and
the officials knew this perfectly well.

Your obedient servant, B. W. W.
* This is given elsewhere in Mr. Melville's

article.

—

Ed.

THE JUNIOR LONDON PHILATELIC
SOCIETY.

Dear Sir,—More than a year has passed

since I last had occasion to write you. Then the

Junior London Philatelic Society was not more
than a few weeks old. Now I am happy to say

that, thanks to the kindly notices with which we
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have been favoured by your own and other publi-

cations, we have made remarkable progress.

Our first year's experience has shown us the

need of an institution like the Junior London
Philatelic Society. We did a great deal of work
in helping young collectors last year, but for the

coming season we have a programme that, if the

expectations of the committee are realised, will

have a very far-reaching influence on the popu-
larity of the hobby.

In the first place we have organised an exchange
scheme. The first packet showed great promise.

In the third packet we have inaugurated a feature

(which I believe is quite novel) in sending round
a " Want Book," in which the members state their

wants. The book is sent to all members in rotation,

and they are thus enabled to better estimate the

kind of stamps required by their fellow-members.

The most important scheme for the new century,

however, is that which provides for the organisa-

tion of local, provincial, colonial, and foreign

branches of the Society.

The headquarters in London provided the sole

meeting-place for the members during the last

season. This, of course, excludes all members
out of town from one of the chief advantages of

the Society. The new scheme, which is already

in operation at several centres (notably Cape
Colony, Croydon, Manchester, Southport, and
elsewhere), provides for grants from the Society's

funds to cover the expenses of meetings, etc.,

held at the various centres.

The Society would be very glad if you would
bring before the notice of your readers the fact

that we would like to hear from all who live in

districts (suburban, provincial, colonial, or foreign)

where there are openings for branches of the

Society.

The kindly co-operation of the various provincial

societies for advanced Philatelists is earnestly

solicited, and will be gratefully acknowledged.
Thanking you in anticipation of the continuance

of past favours,

I am. Sir, yours faithfully,

Fred. J. Melville, President.

30, Acre Lane, Brixton, /3««ary 15^/;, 1901.

^he Jtarket.
'iiOT-e..— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way

to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

The prices of Mafekings are falling. It is

rejjorted that at Mr. Stevens' sale on January
I7lh four sets of 19 stamps each realised £']2,
and that one set, at lea.st, went for f^i"].

Messrs. Plumridge and Co.'s sale of Dec.
l8lh and 19th.—British Honduras, 6d., rose, CC,
14, with gum, £^ 8s. ; i.s., grey, CA, 14, u.sed,

£1 12.S. Ceylon, is. Qd., green, mint, £>,. Great
Britain, I.R. Official, los., blue, used, 2^2

; and
20s., green, used, £-2.. Mauritius, 1859-61, im-
perf., IS., yellow-green, mint pair, £2 17s. 6d.
Natal, 1862, no wmk., imperf., id., rose-red,
i)lock of four, unused, £>, 15s. ; 6d., grey, no
wmk., rough pcrf., mint pair, £\ 5s. ; and a
block of four, £z 4s. Sydney View, id., pale
red on laid, /'26s. Orange River Colony, V.K.I.,
pane of sixty, ijs., green, varieties included, £\-] 5s.

Soiith Australia, 1871, V and Crown, 4(1,, purple,
fair, £\ 1 8s. Turks I.slands, is., prune, defective,

Z'4 4s. U.S.A., 1855,90c., blue, unu.scd, £2.2^.
Victoria. lod., slate, without wmt;., used, £2 2s.

The bulk of this .sale comprised big lots, col-
lections, etc.

* *

Messrs. Pi.umkidck ANoCo.'ssaleof |aniiary
I4ihand 1 5ih.- British East Africa, 1895, ijrupccs,
olive green, used, £\ i8s. British Hunciuras, CA,'
6(1., yellow, used, £\ 12s. Mafckiiig, set of
ei^;llt(en, used, /,I4 ; block of four, used, is. on
6(1. Hrihuauiiland /'rotfctorate, £<\ los. Cape
of Good lli.pe, \h: la Rue type, triangular, mint
pair, id., I.h.odred, /'j ; ditto, 4d., blue, /,'j js. ;

and ditto, 6d., mauve, /,'4. Great liritiiin, 2(1.

Miilreiidy wraopers, complete sheet of twelve in
frame, /,6. New South Wiiles, pair jd. Sydneys,
with very light postmark,

/,'s 5s. St. Vincenll
1(1,, rose-red, used, coinpouiid [)erfs., /'} js.

Sierra Leone, i,S(», CC 14, •' //A /.//'/: VAi'tw
i4<l., lilac, vert, pair, £i. Souili Auslriiliii, as.,

rouletted, mint, £2 6s. Sweden, the error,

"tretio" for "tjugo," unused, ;^ii. Switzer-
land, Basle, 2^ rappen, unused, £6 los. Trans-
vaal, 1900, surcharged "V.R.", in violet, in

rubber type, the set from ^d. to is., all used, on
pieces of the original, £i 5s ; ditto, ditto, on
z^d., blue, and Cape of Good Hope stamps, sur-

charged "Z.A.R.", and value in black, id., 2d.,
and 2id., all fine copies, used, on small pieces,

£4 Ss. U.S.A., Stale $10, unused, £7 15s.

Victoria, 5s., blue on yellow, used, £i 3s. .\

collection of unused stamps, in plain book, a
very fine lot—catalogue value stated to be over
^120, ^25 ; and another collection, in two vols.

(2,310), above the average, £4^-

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper's sale

of January 3r(l and 4lh.—Great Britain, id. , black,
V.R., used, with guarantee, rubbed on face,

£7 5s. ; (iovernment parcels, id., lilac, inverted
surcharge, used on entire, £\ 17.S. 6(1. Moldavia,

54 paras, used, £7 10s. Bangkok, 96 c, slate,

used, £2 I2s. johor, 1891, 2 c. on 24 c., error
"censt", usecf, £2 18s, Perak, the error
"i'KEAK", and No. 30 in Gibbons, unused, £2.
S(.-lang()r, 2 c. on 24 c, an unused sheet of sixty

with various types, £1 A collection of japan
[^2C)), /.20 los. Briti.sh South Africa, 1891", j)ro-

visionals, set of four, unused, £6. Miifeking,
thirteen siege slamns, £7 15s. Transvaal, 3d.,

mauve on green, witli "Transvaal" atH)vc "V. R.",
used, £4 4s.; ditto, provisioiukis, id., in black,
on 6(1., Ciibbons' Types 10 and 11, unused, and
Typt" 12, used and a little lorn, £4; ditto, id.,

ill nlack, on 6(1,, Gibbons' Types 13 ami 15. in

an unused oair with gum, the upper stamp, i'yiie

13, is a tiille defective, £i; ditto, id., in lihuk,
on 6d., Gjlibons' Type 14 ("v" instead of "y "

in penny), £i 3s. ; ditto, 1.1., in liluck, on 6(1.,

Gililioiis' Types 15 and 16, line, £2 lai. ; dilto,
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id., in red, on 6d., Gibbons' Types lo, ii, 13

and 14 (the "v" variety), each has a trifling

defect, £^ 5s. ; ditto, id., in red, on 6d., Gibbons'
12 types, used, 15 and 16, unused, £\ 7s. 6d. A
stock boolc of Victoria (about 2,500) went for ;i^lo,

and a collection of 1,277 realised £\(> 5s.

* * *

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson's sale of

January 8th and 9th.—Great Britain, 2s., brown,
part gum, ^,^4. Ceylon, 8d., brown, iniperf.,

used, ;!^I2 los. British South Africa, 1896,
Buluwayo provisionals, One Penny on 3d., grey,

a very fine used pair, £(> 5s ; ditto, a single copy,

and One Penny on 4s., grey, used together and
very fine, ;^5 ; Mafeking Besieged, sans-serif zwx-

charge, is. on 6d., brown on red, on piece of

original—a fine copy of this, the rarest of all the

Mafeking provisionals, £(i; ditto, 2s. on is.,

green, £2 8s. ; ditto, another ditto, £2, ics.

Orange Free State, 1877, 4d. on 6d., rose. Type
D, inve7'ted surcharge, used, £2, 12s. ; 1888, id.

on 4d., blue, Types I. and II., a vertical pair,

lower stamp with double surcharge, unused, in

mint state, £2.; 1890, 6d., carmine, blocks of

twelve, unused, in mint state, £1 i8s.
, £2 2s.,

;^i i8s., and £\ i6s. Orange River Colony,

1900, ^d. to 5s., complete, including 2^d., blue,

and 6d. , carmine, all unused, in mint state,

£2 18s. ; ditto, 2jd., blue, and 6d., carmine,

unused, in mint state, ^3 5s. ; ditto, a similar

lot, ;!^i I2S. ; Rustenburg provisionals, |d., id.,

2d., 2|d., 3d., 6d., IS., and 2s. 6d., surcharged
" V. R.", all fine, except latter, which is damaged,

^4 los. Zanzibar, 1896, blue surcharge, \ anna,

green, and I anna, purple (a pair), used together

on piece of original, £i> \ ditto, 4 anna, green
(a strip of three), and i anna, purple, ditto,

£% los. ; ditto, i anna, purple, the error,

"Zanibar," se tenant with the normal variety,

unused, in mint state, ^3 3s. Nevis, is., yellow-

green, unused, no gum, No. 10, ;^8 5s. ; 4d.,

orange, unused, in mint state. No. 5, £/^ 4s. ; ditto,

6d., grey, ditto. No. i, £t, 17s. 6d.; ditto, another,

ditto, No. II, £i, I2s. 6d. Collections and re-

mainders sold as follows: 3,186 stamps, ;^i8 ids.
;

3,100, ^21 ; 4,46s, ^12 ; and 4,500, ^^40.

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson's sale on the

5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th of next month will ap-
parently be the largest and most important
auction that this country has ever seen. The
catalogue, which was wisely issued at the be-

ginning of this month, is quite a departure from
existing tradition, being in large quarto with stiff

cover, and having five pages illustrations of 168
of the choicest specimens in the collection. The
total number of lots is 825. Hence, with the

sale commencing each day at 4.30 p.m., 200 lots

should be disposed of before anyone could develop
any abnormal pangs of hunger ! The advertise-

ment in this and other journals will have prepared
purchasers for what is to be offered, but Reunions,
first issue Hawaiian, circular Guianas, and 81 p.
Moldavians do not come every day to the auc-
tioneer's hammer.

This auction has been well advertised, the
catalogue has been issued in good time for

foreign and American bids, the stamps are largely

illustrated, and are stated to be accurately de-
scribed, so that purchasers from afar may bid
with confidence. We have always advocated the
adoption of all the foregoing conditions with
regard to any sale of real importance, and we
shall be greatly surprised if the result in this case
is not eminently satisfactory. Despite the many

merits of existing auctioneers, there has not yet

arisen the philatelic Christie and Manson, but
the present instance forms the nearest approach
thereto.

* * *

Washington's first auction sale of stamps on
a metropolitan scale was held last Tuesday, and
is pronounced a decided success. There was an
unexpectedly large attendance, which would have
been a credit even to New York. The statement
is made that it was the largest number of col-

lectors ever seen together in Washington. Prices,

as a rule, were quite high, many things bringing
nearly catalogue and even more. Stamps of

Cuba, Porto Rico, and Philippines went very
well. There were no great rarities among these

latter, but a few of the medium-priced stamps,
which are in good demand. In several cases

mail bids had been received to the extent of

two or even three times the amount at which a
stamp would be sold. Here are a few of the

most interesting figures :

—

Cat. Price.

U.S., 1861, Aug., 24 c, fewpetfs., trimmed. .§40.00 §22. 50

,, 1870, IOC, grilled, very fine "mint".. 35.00 21.00

Cuba, 1869, 40 c, unused i.oo 1.75

,, >> 5C. , 1.50 1.40

,, 1874, I p. „ -.. 1.50 1,20

,, 1878,10 c. ,, 2.00 2.10

,, 1880, 10 c. ,, i.oo 1.50

,, 1881, 2 C. ,, 1.00 .90

,, 1890,10 c. ,, 1.50 1.50

,, postage due set, unused 1,00 .85
Hawaii, 13 c, No. 6, unused 13-50 9.25

,, Official, used set 2.50 2.75
Ptiilippines, 1864, 25 c, pen cane .•••• ^°° '9°

Porto Rico, 1874-75, 1 p., unused (not priced) — 6.50

,, 1876, 1 p., No. 10, unused 2.00 2.20

,, i8go, 10 c 50 2.10

Surinam, 1892, 25 on 50 c, double surcharge,
unused (uncatalogued) — 7.90

All prices quoted are taken from the advance

sheets of the sixtieth edition of the catalogue.

Most of the above very unusual figures were
realised from bidders in the room. The total

amount of the sale was $1,105.18. It was so

satisfactory that several others will probably be

held here each season in future.

—

Mekeets Weekly.

* * *

"The presence of Mr. Chas. J. Phillips, man-
aging director of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., of

London, in this city [Washington] this week has

been an item of great interest to the philatelic

public," says Mr. J. M. Bartels in Mekeel's

Weekly. Our enterprising London dealer has,

as we expected, "astonished the natives" by the

splendid stock that he took with him. He really

might have left some for the ordinary mortals

who call in at 391, Strand.
'

' Such a magnificent lot of treasures as he

carries with him have never before been seen in

this section. It was only a small portion of the

stock of this great firm, yet their value was
between $200,000 and $300,000.. It would be

almost useless to try to enumerate any of the

things shown. The first issue of the Philippines

was particularly well represented, even in unused
blocks up to 20. Mr. Phillips reports splendid

sales since his arrival in this country, and is

greatly pleased with the prospects."

Mr. Bartels explains that from a business point

of view Washington is not much of a place for a

large dealer to visit. Most of the collectors there,

depending upon salaries, can spend only a limited

amount for stamps. One who will spend a

hundred dollars at a time is not to be found at

all, and local dealers have to look to other cities

for their best customers.
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'NE topic alone has engrossed and absorbed the interests and

sympathies of all sections of the British peoples during the

past month— the passing away of our beloved Queen

Victoria. The philatelic world has perforce endured its

full share of the national grief, and has testified, both by

its abstention from the holding of meetings and its resolu-

tions of sympathy, that it was fully conscious of the sad

event that ushered in the twentieth century. It will be

seen from the proceedings of the London Philatelic Society

elsewhere reported, that the Premier Society, in virtue of

its illustrious Presidency, has submitted a vote of sympathy

to H.R.H. the Duke of Cornwall and York, and we arc

convinced that its terms of respectful .sympathy will be shared throughout all

.sections of the philatelic community.

It is but the veriest truism to urge that to no one can this great lo.ss be

more borne in than to the Philatelist. The postal issues of this countr\' have

been from the first day absolutely and entirely associated with her laic

gracious Majesty's name and reign. For sixty-one years a vast proportion of

the stamps of the British ICmpire have been adorned by Ouccn Victoria's

portrait in every conceivable variety, and the feeling that this epoch has now
])assed away is so strange and incongruous that considerable time must

clap.sc before the philatelic world can truly grasp the fact.

As, however, the magnificent record of liic Queen's long reign will always

form a unicjue feature in the history of the country, .so will the stamps of

Queen Victoria always conslilutc a group of issues who.sc interest can never

fade and whose future is assured o( the highest estimation at the hands of

collectors of succeeding generations. The issue of the "Queen's liead"stam|)
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is practically coterminous with the nineteenth century, and it is most fitting

that they should be known as the " Issues of the Victorian Era." The growth

of modern issues is the great factor in the limiting of the collector's acquisi-

tions, and it is inevitable that many a Philatelist will henceforward attain

the limit of his desires in taking only the stamps of the Victorian Era. In

historical interest, in beauty of execution, or variety of design the Victorian

stamps can hardly ever have an equal, and it is therefore safe to predict—as,

indeed, seems the case in other and weightier matters—that the good in-

fluences of Queen Victoria will extend far and long beyond the hour of her

severance from her peoples.

Our reverent homage paid to the dead, all honour now to the living. A
magnificent example of the subordination of private sorrows, and the deter-

mination to fulfil his duties to others, regardless of his own feelings, has been

set to us by King Edward VII. Every act and utterance of His Majesty

since his accession to the throne has been so approved and appreciated by

the people that our King has already a popularity that scarce he or we could

have foreseen. This is of happy augury for the future, and we Philatelists

may well rest content as regards the future issues of his reign, secure in the

conviction that His Gracious Majesty's marvellous tact and ripe judgment

will never allow his portrait to be placed before the public eye in any manner

not worthy of him and his country. This being given, may we not anticipate

the inauguration of another splendid philatelic era—of King Edward VII..''

To the " new collector " what more eligible and inviting prospect than to

make collection of all the issues in the reign of the King? How definite is

the group, how various the issues and interest, and how strongly appealing

to the patriotic instincts that to-day have such full play among British

subjects ! Exclusive of the mother country, we believe there are approxi-

mately forty colonies, or portions of the British Empire, now bearing Queen

Victoria's effigy upon their stamps, and a large number of these—with others

now bearing other devices—may be expected to have the portrait of the

King. In effect, the result of the demise of the Crown cannot in the world

of Philately have other than the most beneficent eff"ect in the awakening of

fresh sympathies, in affording new areas of collection, and in creating a .

demand for postal mementoes of the glorious Victorian Era.

God Save the King !
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By J. R. F. TURNER.

HE shock experienced when the information leaked out that

the Daily News had gone over into the arms of the enemy
will sink into insignificance in philatelic circles when it

becomes known that one of the leading philatelic papers

—

Stanley Gibbons' Montlily Journal—has suddenly likewise

become a convert. We live in a world of surprises, and

this last is a veritable bolt from the blue. The intimation of this change

of front is conveyed in an editorial under " Mafeking Besieged" in the

January number, which commences :—
" We publish on another page an official account of the origin and nature of the

surcharged stamps, . . . and its contents seem to call for some remark. We confess

that it gives us an entirely new idea of the nature of these stamps."

Now I beg most emphatically to state that this official account does not

adduce a single important fact that was not known in philatelic circles

months ago. However, to proceed with the editorial :

—

"We had hitherto supposed that, although there might not have been any great

need for surcharging the stamps, and although the varieties of them were perhaps

unnecessarily numerou.s, they were, at all events, overprinted and issued by the Post

Office at Mafeking, even though the Post Office, like everything else in a besieged

town, was under military control. It now appears, however, that nothing of the kind

was the case. The stamps passed completely out of the hands of the Post Office

before they were surcharged."

Of course they did, and it is perhaps due to the irony of fate that I

should have to refer the editor of the Monthly Journal to his own publishers'

Catalogue for what is now ancient history. In the Addenda to the Stamps

of the British Empire, Part I., will be found the result of an interesting

interview between the firm's managing director, Mr. C. J. Phillips, and

Mr. v.. J. Ross, of the firm of Aldred and Ross, general merchants, of

Mafeking, in which the following .sentence occurs :

—

" In order to pay for this postal service, it was found neces.sary to practically

(loiihle the ordinary rates, and the Military Authorities t>ou;Jit up all the stain/'s in the

J'ost Ojjicc and handed them to the printer of the ' Afafekin^j^ A/ail' to overprint with

higher denominations. Letters tiiat were written were then taken to the Post OlVice,

and the Military Postal Officials stamped tiiem with various denominations according

to the weight or hulk of the letters. No stamps were sold to the pul)lic, and no

person was allowctl to si-nd more than two or, at the most, tlnei' letters hy any

one runner."

In ni>' .ulicles on Mafeking Stamps I have rcpcatedl)' coniplainal that

their would-be detractors have always been unconvcr.sanl with facts. 'I'his is
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clearly the worst case of all. In the above extract it is definitely stated that

the military authorities bought up all the stamps in the post ofifice and

handed them to the printer of the Mafeking Mail. It obviously follows that

the stamps passed completely out of the hands of the Post Office. This

information has been in the hands of the philatelic world for over six

months ! Further comment from me on this point would be quite

superfluous.

To continue the editorial :

—

"The original face value of the stamps was all the Postal Department ever

received for them, and we are at a loss to understand what legitimate object was

served by surcharging them at all.".

If the writer implies that the Postal Department ought to have been paid

more than the face value, his knowledge of the military authorities is a poor

one : they were the last people in the world to hand over to the Civil Post

Office more than its due. Even the Boers soon found out that Baden-Powell

and his gallant comrades had nothing in common with Verdant Green ! The
legitimate object served by surcharging the stamps was to increase their

values in order to meet the increased rates of postage, which were

—

IS. per \ oz. via north,

6d. per \ oz. via south.

These rates were fixed by the military authorities, the difference between the

value of the ordinary stamp and its surcharged value obviously going towards

defraying the extra expense incurred by the employment of native runners.

Nobody possessing a grain of common sense should be at a loss to under-

stand that.

I now come to the following :

—

" The military authorities engaged the runners and paid them, and charged what

they thought necessary for the conveyance of private letters to the nearest colonial

post ofifice outside, 2>x\^ postage stamps were only required to pay the ordinary colonial

rate from such ofifice to the destination of the letter."

Postage stamps were just as necessary for use in Mafeking as in any other

town. According to the leading philologists the word "postage" signifies

"price paid for the conveyance of a letter." Therefore the fact that letters

from Mafeking were partly conveyed by native runners does not affect the

postal status of the stamps employed one tittle. Many letters were directed

to Buluwayo, and were carried the eniii^e distance by native runners in much
the same way that postmen in rural districts in this country frequently have

to carry letters many miles where the railway is suspended or is not in opera-

tion. Does the editor of the Monthly Journal contend that such letters

directed to Buluwayo required no postage stamps on them ? If postage

stamps were not necessary in this case, then they are superfluous all the

world over.

The writer goes on to state :

—

"Under these circumstances the buying up of all the stamps in the post ofifice, for

fear lest there should not be enough to go round, and the overprinting them with

fancy values, seem to have been superfiiuous."
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On the contrary, the mihtary authorities exercised a wise discretion in

acting as they did : they could not possibly tell how long the siege was going

to last, and it was far better to have too many stamps on hand than too few.

The argument that " persons sending letters could have purchased stamps

at the post office to pay the usual colonial rates, and could then have handed

their letters to the military authorities, and paid 6d. or is. per \ oz., according

to the direction in which they were sent," carries no weight with it. Such a

system would have entailed a considerable amount of book-keeping, and

there would have been no proper check on the honesty of the officials. The
stamps were surcharged in such a way that the Civil Post Office could, under

no circumstances, lose a halfpenny. All letters sent via north were charged

is. for half an ounce. Now the ordinary postage to any part could not have

been more than 4d. per \ oz., and as the only stamps surcharged is. were the

4d. and 6d. ones, the Civil Post Office, having already been paid for these

stamps, got 4d. or 6d., as the case may be. All letters sent via south were

charged 6d. per \ oz., and the ordinary postage for a half-ounce letter from

the Cape to England is id. The 6d. stamps were made from the 2d. and 3d.

values, so that here again the Civil Post Office got 2d. or 3d., as the case may
be, whereas they were only entitled to a penny. In each case the difference

between the original value and the surcharged value went towards paying the

native runners for their services. The method in vogue was certainly the

simplest so far as the gallant defenders of Mafeking were concerned. It at

once dispensed with the necessity of having to print another set of stamps,

and, as I said before, caused no additional book-keeping.

Another amazing utterance that I demur to runs :

—

"Special stamps, representing the military charge for conveyance of letters

through the enemy's lines, and used by the side of Cape Colony stamps representing

the postal rate, would have been of similar class to the Railway Letter Fee stamps of

our own country."

They would have been nothing of the kind. They would have been

full-fledged Government postage stamps. Mafeking was under martial law,

and the acts of the military authorities became law ; but the latter were not

so foolish as to wish to employ two sets of stamps, when, by simply sur-

charging one set a higher value, that set would suffice. Railway Letter Fee

stamps arc issued by private bodies, and cannot for a moment be classed

with .stamps issued by the chief military authority in a town under martial

law. Take the case of the Baden -Powell 3d. stamps. These may have

been originally intended for use within the lines at Mafeking, but that they

soon lost their insular character is evidenced by the fact that many were used

on letters to Ikiluwayo and ICngland. I myself possess seven letters clircclctl

to liuluwayo, each letter being franked with four Haden- Powell stamps,

which, Ije it ikjIccI, were affixed to the letters b)- liic i)ostal autliorities at

Mafeking and initialled by the authorities at both Mafeking and liuluwaj-o,

and moreover each envelope is marked " i'ASSKl) i'RlCSS CICNSOR."
In one sen.se these Haden-Powell stamps were special stamps, but they have

nothing in common with the Railway Letter l''ec stamp.s.

Considering that Mafeking was in a state of .siege, and liable (0 fall at any
moiiienl : that liu- Inwn was under martial law, and the control tif the
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Post Office was invested in the military authorities, who would obviously

make short work of the red-tapeism of the Post Office and act as they

thought fit, it is surely the height of folly for anyone to expect that the

system adopted would be quite the same as if the conditions had been

normal. To use another quotation from the editorial in question :
—

" The

extraordinary system adopted, under which the share of the Post Office

varied from one- third to one-half, according to the particular stamp

employed," was, under the circumstances, not an extraordinary system at

all. On the contrary, in order to utilise all the stamps in the post office

to the best advantage, and with the least trouble, the military authorities are

to be highly commended on having evoked so satisfactory a system out

of what to all intents and purposes had been a state of chaos.

Between January and the end of March it was almost impossible to get

through letters from Mafeking at all. I have seen an interesting series of

letters sent from the Commandant of the base at Mafeking to his wife in

London. Out of six letters that came through in December two were un-

stamped, double postage being charged at this end. The next letter was dated

January 3rd, but no less than two months elapsed before the ai'rival of another,

dated March jrd. Only one letter was written (and intercepted by the

Boers) between these dates, the difficulties of getting through the lines being

unsurmountable until the military authorities on March 22nd took over the

Post Office and worked it on their own lines. Thenceforward batches of

letters numbering thirty or more were smuggled through several times a

week, whereas before it was quite the exception to get through even a single

letter. That the end justified the means goes without saying ; and though

the system in vogue may not have been absolutely orthodox, it served its

purpose, since hundreds of people in England and elsewhere were enabled to

hear from friends and relatives, who, for aught they knew, might have been

killed or wounded. I repeat, the end justified the means.

I cannot close these remarks without most strongly protesting against the

statement :

—

" But the extraordinary system . . . can only lead one to suppose that the sur-

charged stamps were of an entirely fancy nature, made, as one correspondent stated,

to give afew people something to do, and to give others a chance of making money. '^

As practically every able-bodied man in Mafeking had to assist in

manning the trenches, it is unlikely that even a few people were ever hard

up for something to do ; but even if they had been, it passes my compre-

hension to know how a provisional issue of stamps, which were not on

sale at the post office, could have been the means of giving employment to

any of the beleaguered town, except, of course, the printer who surcharged

them and the officials who affixed them to letters. That no speculation

in these stamps went on in Mafeking until near the end of the siege—if

indeed it ever went on at all—is evidenced by the fact that after a careful

perusal of the Mafeking Mail, issued during the siege, I failed to find a

single advertisement, either to buy or sell the stamps, until May 8th,

upwards of six weeks after the issue had been inaugurated. Thence-
forward only six advertisements appeared, but—and this is an important
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point to notice—except that an entire set was announced to be sold at

auction, these advertisements were to buy the stamps, and not to sell

them. The first that appeared is worth repeating :

—

"STAMPS.
" Wanted to purchase specimens of the following :

—

" 3d., Imperial, surcharged B. Protectorate and 6d.

IS., green, Imperial, surcharged B. Protectorate and 2s.

3d., mauve, Colonial, surcharged 6d."

The reference to Imperial (English) and Colonial (Cape of Good Hope)

is quaint, but it is not the language of the up-to-date stamp collector.

Surely if the stamps had been made to give the heroic defenders of the

town a chance of making money, the Ma/eking Mail, which duly chronicled

every bit of interesting and sometimes uninteresting news, and was full of

all sorts and conditions of notices and advertisements, would have also

advertised the wares of these would-be stamp dealers and speculators, if

they ever existed, soon after the stamps were issued ! The fact is, it was not

until the stamps had been in circulation for some time that the people in

Mafeking seriously thought anything about them, or tried to get them.

Moreover, at the date of issue there was little prospect of relief, and if the

Boers had not been such arrant cowards the town, with its six miles of

entrenchments, might have been rushed many times over. Is it not foolish

to suppose, then, that the inhabitants would have striven to make money out

of the stamps, when it might easily have gone to enrich the Boers?

In conclusion, I may state, with all confidence, that Mafekings will form

an index in the philatelic album of one of the most exciting episodes in this

country's history, and in years to come, when the South African War is

ancient history, I have little doubt that collectors will point with pride to any

specimens they may be fortunate enough to possess.

31 llotablc |lliilatclic Ruction.

HAT philatelic auctions have secured a firm and lasting hold

upon stamp purchasers and sellers alike is to-day a uni-

versally accepted fact. As, however, with all classes of

auctions, the wares offered for sale are both of infinite

variety and wide divergence as to quality. The " bread-and-

butter" .sale, say, of furniture is a convenient and prompt

method (jf a reduction to cash value of the ordinary article for which the

vendor lias no further use. The chairs may be a bit fault\-, ur the springs

gone, or the settee may be " slightly clamageil," but there are sure to be

purcha.sers handy, and at a certain price the goocLs soon find u fresh owner.

No lengthened notice of these .sales is given, nor is especial attention ihawn
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thereto ; they are largely attended by " the trade," and the process is repeated

by many auctioneers throughout the season.

The stamp auctions have fallen very much into line herewith, and of late

years have succeeded one another with an almost dead level of medium
stamps and "useful stuff," with an occasional rarity or choice specimen. We
have, however, always advocated the possibilities of higher and better things

than this for the philatelic auction, and have frequently pointed out that,

given the due conditions requisite to ensure a success, a sale of stamps

by auction would constitute a powerful competitor with the trade as a

medium of sale of a collection. These conditions may be briefly

summarised as

—

1. The offering of a bond-fide collection, embracing fine and rare stamps.

2. The absolutely accurate cataloguing of such.

3. The illustration in facsimile of almost all the rare stamps.

4. The wide distribution of catalogues and judicious advertisement of

sale in Europe and America.

5. The issue of such catalogues two or more months before the auction.

6. The good reputation of the auctioneers and the use of a roomy and

comfortable locale for the sale.

It is with much pleasure, therefore, that we note that in the recent auction

sale held by Messrs. Puttick and Simpson on February 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th,

these six conditions have been practically fulfilled, with the result that on

all hands the sale is accepted as an unequivocal success, no less than ;^4,i5o

having been realised in the four days. As regards the. last of our conditions,

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson's reputation as a firm of auctioneers of over

a century's standing requires no comment, and the comfort and appearance

of the rooms in which they now conduct their sales, and which have already

been mentioned in this journal, will be at once appreciated by the illustrations

that accompany these notes.

The attendances at the sale were very numerous, and on several nights

" standing room only " was the rule. Several well-known dealers from the

Continent attended, and almost every firm in the stamp trade in this country

was represented, while collectors and "strangers" were present in considerable

numbers. It is estimated that at least 200 people were present each night,

and the bidding was often of a most interesting and animated nature, the

result being not unfrequently received with applause. We have elsewhere

given an extended list of the principal lots, but may say that, in the opinion

of those best able to judge, the prices were all round high, and especially so

for medium stamps and remainders of countries where the more valuable

stamps had been previously eliminated. We congratulate the owner of the

stamps—a well-known Continental collector of many years' standing—as we
do also Messrs. Puttick and Simpson, upon this most successful sale—the

largest philatelic auction that has ever taken place in this country. In the

general interests of collectors the augury is a happy one for the future. In

the sound and wholesome competition of the dealer and the auction the

collector should always find almost as ready an opportunity to effect a sale as

a purchase, provided always that, as in this instance, he lays down such stock

as will improve and ripen with age !
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langeroHs (Sbiss Jfxrrgxries.

V^HFUfn MOST nefarious and partially successful attempt has been

^JlPSII k recently made in London and Paris to foist upon dealers

M/jilMmp^ ^"*^ collectors a remarkably clever lot of forged stamps of

Tily^Wllv ^^^ ^^^ Swiss Cantons and others.

Im^^m^ Wi ^^^ principal specimens in question are :—
" The double Geneva, used and unused, cut the wrong way

and in the half stamps,

The 4 c. Vaud, used and unused,

The 5 c. Geneva envelope, used as an adhesive.

The Poste Locale without frame, used and unused,

The 5 c. Geneva, dark green, unused, and

The " Tretio " error of Sweden.

These forgeries are produced by photolithography, and in general appear-

ance so closely resemble the originals that almost anyone might be deceived

without a careful and critical comparison with the originals. There are,

however, in all cases points of divergence which clearly denote the counterfeits,

nor is it necessary to specify these—for obvious reasons. The Vaud stamp is

too woolly and indistinct in all its lines; the dimensions of the double Geneva

are wrong ; and the background of the Poste Locale does not tally with

No. 40 on the plate, from which it has apparently been copied. The " post-

marks" on all the specimens are also incorrectly drawn. We cannot, however,

warn our readers too earnestly against the purchase of Swiss Cantonals from

any outside source at the present juncture without absolute verification of the

stamps, as these forgeries are of remarkable similitude to the real article.

It is obvious that these reproductions could only have been obtained by a

thorough connoisseur of the Swiss Cantonals, and we should expect to learn

that the originator—not the distributer— hereof is someone who has long

been versed in similar arts. Although a few people have unfortunately been

victimised, it is highly satisfactory to know that, by prompt and united action,

this glaring fraud has been promptly suppressed.

We have the following interesting information, from one of the leading

philatelic experts on Swiss stamps, kindly placed at our disposal by Mr.

W. H. Peckitt ; and it will be seen that this testimony fully corroborates

our statements as to the danger of these forgeries :

—

" These forgeries of the Cantonal stamps have been known just about six months,

and photos of some of them have been given in the Vertraidiches Korrespondenz

Blatt. They comprise double Geneva; 5 c. Geneva, black on green, and green on
white ; Vaud, 4 c. and 5 c. ; Neuchatel, Winterthur, Poste Locale, Type 40 ; Zurich,

6 r., Type 5 ; and probably also Zurich, 4 r., though this has not yet been seen here.

They come from Italy, and are made by Venturini at Pisa, who also makes i and 5 fr.
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Monaco, high values French Tax Stamps, inverted heads of Spain, etc. He sells

them, as forgeries, at i to li marks each, either unused or postmarked, and a number

of shady dealers, like A. Champion, who is now in Italy, have spread them broadcast

over France and Germany. No doubt now they are trying England and America.

The forgeries are photogravures, and are therefore very good imitations ; but there

are still points by which they can be recognised, although the 6 r. of Zurich is so

good that the paper is almost the only test. It is really most unsatisfactory that

nothing can be done to stop the making of these first-class forgeries."

The dealers who were made victims of these forgeries were naturally

little inclined to quietly acquiesce therein, and it will be seen that by prompt,

united action the person selling these wares was arrested on a warrant.

Henri Bauche—the name given by this man—was brought before the

magistrate at Bow Street on the 15th of this month, when certain formal

evidence was taken, and the prisoner was remanded, without bail, until the

20th. On this occasion the following interesting evidence was given. We
are indebted to the Morning Advertiser for the following accurate report :

—

At Bow Street Police Court Henri Bauche, 34, described as a commercial traveller,

was charged on remand, before Mr. De Rutzen, with obtaining foreign stamps by

means of false pretences from Mr. William Hadlow, a stamp dealer, carrying on

business at 331, Strand. Mr. Harry Wilson prosecuted, and Mr. Caldicott defended.

Mr. Wilson said there were other cases to be gone into, but it would be necessary to

have another remand, as some of the forged stamps, or stamps alleged to be forged

in which the prisoner dealt, would have to be examined by the British Museum
authorities and a committee appointed by a London society.

Mr. John William Jone.s, a stamp dealer carrying on business at 61, Cheapside,

stated that on the 13th inst. the prisoner called upon him, and produced some stamps

for his inspection. On the sheets were what appeared to be some old Swiss stamps.

Had they been genuine they would have been of considerable value. From what he

could see, and i)eing influenced, perhaps, by what he had heard, he regarded some of

the stamps with suspicion. Among the stamps was one which purported to be a

4 cent. Vaud. This was undoubtedly a forgery. Had the stamp been genuine it

would have been worth ^25. The witness made an a[)pointment with the prisoner

for the 14th, and in the meantime communicated with several dealers, and arranged

with Detective-Sergeant Haynes to be [jresent at the next interview. When the

prisoner called on the i4tli, as arranged, he had other sheets of stamps with him, and
the witness pointed out to him that some of them were rather " fishy " looking. The
prisoner said tliey were (juile rigiit. For one he asked ;£\2 \x\ exchange—namely,
jr^i2 worth of other stamps— or ;^io in cash. For a Russian stamp he asked J[,i,^

saying that it was worth £,\2. In the witness's opinion it was a forgery. Asked if

he could mention any other forgeries shown to him by the prisoner, the witness pointed

to a 5 cent, (leneva envelo[)e stamp, a doubk' (leneva, and a Natal stamp. He
believed they were all forgeries, and he was of the same opinion with regard to some
other stamps now shown to him. The witness went on to explain that at the close of

his interview Detective-Sergeant llaynes arrested the prisoner.

In answer to Mr. Caldicott, the witness said he noticed that the stamps were wrong

when he first saw them.

Mr. f'ALDicorr ; Do you mean tiiat they were palpable forgeries?

The WrrNKSs: 'I'hey were dangerous forgeries. It would take a man who hail

been in the business a long time to detect them.

In reply to the niagistraic, the witness said he liad l)een a stamp collector since
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1867. He believed that there had been forgeries of Swiss stamps "of a sort" ever

since he was born.

Mr. De Rutzen : I suppose that as soon as foreign stamps realised the enormous

prices they do now someone commenced to forge them ?

The Witness : They were forged when they were of comparatively little value,

but they were not what we call dangerous forgeries until recently. I think they are

done by some photographic process.

Mr. De Rutzen : I suppose you have bought your experience ?

The Witness : I have not bought any Swiss forgeries.

David Field, stamp dealer, of Royal Arcade, Old Bond Street, stated that on

February 4th the prisoner called on him and purchased stamps to the amount of 24s.

He paid in French gold, and spoke in broken English. He afterwards produced a

number of stamps. Among them were what appeared to be some rare Swiss stamps.

He said they were doubles or duplicates in his collection, and he wished to dispose of

them. He added that he purchased them in England about ten years ago, and had

been recommended to go to the witness. He valued the stamps, consisting of eight

or ten Swiss, two Swedish, and some French, at ^35. The witness asked him to

leave the stamps until the following day, as it was then almost dark. The prisoner

called at twelve o'clock on the following day, and exchanged his stamps for about

_;^35 worth the witness had to dispose of. On the afternoon of the same day there

was another exchange, the witness parting with about ^65 worth of stamps, and

getting in return a double Geneva (unused), with the wrong halves joined, a 4 cent.

Vaud (unused), and a Geneva envelope stamp. He afterwards found that the stamps

were forged.

In answer to Mr. Caldicott, the witness said they were so cleverly forged that they

would deceive anyone but an expert. When the prisoner left the first lot with him,

he told him he should show them to an expert. As a matter of fact, he did so ; but

the expert (Mr. Peckitt) only had a casual glance at them, as time was limited. It

was on this gentleman's opinion that he exchanged stamps with the prisoner. Mr.

Peckitt afterwards wrote to say that there were many dangerous forgeries on the

market, and on making another examination of the stamps in question pronounced

them forgeries.

Frederick Robert Ginn, stamp dealer, of 143, Strand, stated that on the

8th inst. the prisoner called upon him, and said he had some rare Swiss stamps to

exchange. He selected from the witness's stock stamps of the value of ^32, and

gave in exchange a 4 cent. Vaud, one Geneva stamp, one double Geneva stamp, and

another. Before leaving the shop the prisoner said he had a very fine collection,

and certain duplicates he wished to get rid of. He produced from his pocket-book

a 4 cent. Vaud (unused) and a small Geneva stamp, which he said were worth ^52.
He selected from the witness's stock stamps worth £,%'2, and an exchange was

effected. He said the 4 cent. Vaud (unused) was the only duplicate he had of that

stamp. He afterwards submitted the stamps received from the prisoner to experts,

and found they were worthless forgeries.

Mr. M. P. Castle, j.p., of Kingston Lodge, Brighton, Vice-President of the

London Philatelic Society, and a member of the Committee of Experts in connection

with the Society, was the next witness. He said that for thirty years he had made

a study of foreign stamps. The witness was shown the stamps passed off by the

prisoner as genuine. He said the really genuine stamps were of very little value.

Those which would have been worth a great deal of money if genuine were un-

doubtedly forgeries. With one exception, all the Swiss stamps were forgeries.

Genuine stamps of this type were very rare, especially if unused. The postmark on

one of the stamps shown him was certainly forged, and without the postmark it
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would be of little value. The value of an unused 4 cent. Vaud would be about ^100.

He had only seen about six in all his experience.

By Mr. Caldicott : It would take a man of great experience to detect the

forgeries, and a very clever and well-informed man to forge them. He thought he

had seen the 4 cent. Vaud (unused) assessed at ^^50, but it did not appear in an

ordinary catalogue.

Mr. De Rutzen : How long have these forgeries been known to the trade?

The Witness : There have been forgeries from almost the earliest days. At first

they were very crude, and not dangerous ; but of recent years imitations have become

serious.

Mr. De Rutzen : What do you mean by " dangerous " ? A better-class imitation ?

The Witness : I mean stamps forged with such remarkable accuracy that it re-

quires most minute examination, good light, and magnifying power to detect them.

Mr. De Rutzen : How are they done?

The Witness : I imagine by photography, but I don't know.

Mr. Wilson said there was reason to believe that the forgery was done in

Florence.

The prisoner was remanded, bail being refused.

iHbtclit J^ol^s.

Note.— The co-operalion of Philatelists is invited in order to make these colunnis of a variea

and interesting nature.

PORTUGAL, 1893.

R. R. EllRENBACH has kindly shown us the following varieties of the

1893 surcharged issue, with which we were hitherto unacquainted,

and writes :

—

" In the latter variety the '6' is an inverted '9' and very much dropped,

the top of the '6' being on a level with the middle of the '8' and '3' re-

spectively. This error I have se tenant wilii two normal stamps unused.

"The first variety (' 1938') is used on a post office receipt for a post office

order, and dated 1st of June, 1894."

10 r., green
;

perf. \i\. Surcharged " 1893 " and " I'rovisorio " in red.

Errors. " 1938" instead of " 1893."

"863" „ „ "1893-"

I KU/
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aasi0n:H:l Motes.

THE STAMPS OF KING EDWARD VII.

ANY are the rumours and surmises as to the "King's heads" that have

been current in the daily papers. These paragraphs are all imagin-

ative, or of a strictly negative order, of which latter we give a type of

a note that appeared recently in the Westminster Gazette. The supersession

of Queen Victoria's head by that of the King on the stamps of this

country and some forty other portions of the British Empire is a question

involving many important considerations, and we should not anticipate any

change for some months to come.

"Not only stamp collectors but all who send letters by post are interested in

knowing when King Edward VII.'s head will appear on the British postage stamp.

A Westminster representative put the interesting question to the Assistant Controller

of the Postal Department at Somerset House, and obtained the not altogether

unexpected reply that Government officials concerned in the issue of postage and

adhesive stamps at present knew nothing at all about the inevitable change. It

was pointed out, however, that the Government stock of the " Queen's head " is,

up to date, enormously large, and this supply will certainly not be wasted. In

fact, it may be practically assumed that the transition from one Sovereign to

another, so far as stamps are involved, will be very gradual ; indeed, the change

may extend over two or three years."

''A HAUGHTY MANNER."

T is a wholesome discipline to see ourselves as others see us," says

Alfred Smith's Mojithly Circular, " and occasionally an amusing one

as well. The Schweizer Briefinarken- Zeitung has been examining the

English philatelic papers, and finds that though they are few in number,

they are 'nearly all good.' In them 'pure knowledge rules and laughter,

seldom intrudes. Everything is staid and decorous, almost solemn.' The
London Philatelist is ' haughty and aristocratic, never uttering one word

louder than another. Yet it occasionally deigns to notice events outside its

own country. It criticises philatelic works and facts in a supei'ior manner,

never troubling itself about commercial questions ' (the last touch is delight-

ful). ' This journal does not condescend to rub shoulders with its brethren

of the humbler sort, and exchanges copies with one or two of its equals only.

It is the perfect type of the grave kind.' The Monthly Journal has some

well-deserved praise, though Major Evans' friends will learn with surprise

that he ' knows how to intermingle with much skill and art an invitation to

buy stamps from the Maison Stanley Gibbons, and an account of the latest

philatelic discovery.'

"

Were the London Philatelist imbued with the pride that our Swiss con-

temporary has read into it, we should be very near the fall that is proverbially
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and justly associated therewith. The facts are, however, a bit astray

—

our exchange Hst being of considerable dimensions, although we cannot

necessarily agree to all the propositions made thereon. As to the "commercial

question," the number of pages devoted to the market in a year's volume

will show that this very important feature in stamp collecting is given its

due prominence. The insinuation about our esteemed contemporary (the

M. J.) and its able editor, Major Evans, has an equally " cobwebby

"

foundation.

ENGLISH AS SHE IS WROTE.

Ihe unsought -for publicity that often follows the doings of some col-

^ lectors has, perhaps, though hitherto unascertained, some advantages.

Among the many drawbacks, however, is a voluminous, unsolicited, and

entirely unremunerative correspondence, that not only chokes the waste-paper

basket, but has a serious effect upon the liver and temper of the unfortunate

recipient. We have often thought of publishing selections of these—in cases

where the brazenness of the request was very glittering, or where the comicality

of the application might invite a smile—but we have forborne to use a giant's

strength as such

!

The letter following, which came to us from a lady abroad, is, however,

of such a harmlessly amusing order that we are glad to share our own
broad smile thereat with our brother collectors. May they all have more

than 10,000 Timbers!

"Sir,— I have read in your Journal Philateliste that You have sold Your beautiful

post timber collection on the price of ^30,000. I am also desirous to sold mine.

You will obliged My verry much if you will indicate me lovers desirous to sold one

whose contained more than 10,000 timbers be if so lovers or marchant I should

perhaps to adress me on that one who have purchaste Yours. In all cases I shall be

verry grateful Recieve, Sir, My salutation,
^^ ^t ^t

^^"

THE AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POSTAL DEPARTMENT.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THK CONFERENCE.

A DRAFT POST AND TELEGRAPH ACT.

UK conference of permanent heads of the Post and Telegraph Depart-

ments of the Federating Colonies, which commenced its sittings in

Sydney on November 15th, rose on December i4lh. The innnediate outcome

of its proceedings is the issue of a comprehensive report, and the compilation

of a draft I'ost Office Hill and (haft regulations.

PENNY PO.STACE.

On this head tlu; report states:—We have carefully considcrccl this very

important question, and fnui that, as accurately as can be estimated, the

annual loss of revenue to each State by the adoption of the penny post-

age within the Commonwealth, allowing for no increase of correspondence,

wcnild be appro.\iniatcly as follows:—New South Wales, j(^ 83,000 ; X'ictoria,

/,"55,ooo; (Jueensland, /,"5S,886; South Australia, /; 40,000 ; Western Aus-

li.ilia, ^34,200; Tasmania, ^24,500; total, /^295,586. 1 he furlhcr loss by
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extending the penny postage to the United Kingdom and all other British

possessions would be ^^ 20,924, or an aggregate of about ^316,510.

Against this loss there would probably be a gain of about ^^45,000 per

annum by imposing a postage on newspapers in New South Wales, Western

Australia, and Tasmania, and the reduced rates on letters would result in

a large increase of correspondence.

In view, however, of the loss of revenue we refrain from making any

definite recommendation.

POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS.

In Victoria, Queensland, and South Australia postage is at present

charged on all newspapers sent by post ; whilst in New South Wales,

Western Australia, and Tasmania newspapers are, on certain conditions,

transmitted by post free of charge within those colonies. We therefore

think it desirable that the following postage rates should be levied on

newspapers posted within the Commonwealth for delivery therein, namely :—

•

For those printed and published within the Commonwealth, each -|-d. per

10 oz. ; for other newspapers, each id. per 10 oz. ; large numbers of news-

papers printed and published in the Commonwealth, id. per lb. on the

aggregate weight.

POSTAGE STAMPS AND NOTES.

The suggestion of the issue of special commemorative postage stamps

for charitable purposes was not adopted by the conference. The printing

of the Commonwealth postage stamps in the Commonwealth by the Postal

Department was advised, as was also the issue of a new halfpenny postage

stamp in each colony to commemorate the royal visit, and that the design

be a bust of the Duke of York. The conference advised validating State

stamps and postal notes throughout the Commonwealth by the overprinting

of the initials A.C. on them, pending the full issue of the Commonwealth
stamps and notes.

THE LATE PERFORATIONS OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

HE various gauges of perforation on the stamps of the issues of New
South Wales since 1883 have always been very involved, and have, in

our opinion, had but the slightest philatelic interest. The two perforations of

10 with compound, and those of the various compounds 11 to 13, are practic-

ally the only ones of any importance since the old days of the first and second

perforations of 12 and 13 respectively, and the few regularly perforated 14.

A visit to the Government Printing Office in Sydney and an interview by a

representative of the Australian Journal of Philately with the Government

printer, Mr. W. A. Gullick, contains some very interesting information in our

Antipodean contemporary of January 7, and we avail ourselves of the oppor-

tunity to reproduce the history of the various perforating machines in use

at the Sydney Printing Oflfice, with acknowledgments for the pertinent

information.

" There are eight perforating machines in use. Each is furnished with a number
of needles or perforators. Five machines are triple cutters, viz. :—Perforate three

sides at a time; and three are single cutters, perforating one line at a time. The
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first four are alike, and mostly used, but as the sizes of the stamps vary, while the

three sides of these cutters are all alike and fixed, some values have to be perforated

on the single cutters. Before being perforated, each sheet of 240 stamps has to

be cut in two, the perforators only being wide enough to take twelve in a row. About
eight or ten sheets can be perforated at once, a row being done at a time. With four

men working, about five thousand sheets of 120 stamps, making a total of 600,000

stamps, can be put through in a day.

"The 3d., 5d., 5s., and 20s. postage values, as well as most of the duty and rail-

way stamps, have to be perforated on the single cutters.

" We have been enabled to gauge the perforations of the eight machines, and the

following information will, no doubt, be of special interest to the advanced Philatelist.

"Nos. I, 2, 3, and 4, triple cutters, all gauge 11^-, and have been 12 to 14 years

in use.

"Nos. 5 and 7, single cutters, all gauge 12, and have been 12 to 14 years in use.

"No. 6, single cutter, gauges 11, and has been 15 years in use.

"No. 8, triple cutter, gauges 12, is an Adelaide machine, and has been in use

since 1897. This is a good machine and works on a different principle to all the

others, but it is seldom used, for the simple reason that unless all the stamps are

printed at equal distances and are of the same size, the perforations cut into the design.

" When one set of needles, or perforators, is broken, another is made on the

premises to fit into the same bed, and are presumably the same gauge. The
authorities do not, however, worry themselves over a matter of this sort ; so long

as the stamps are properly turned out they are satisfied.

" We have also made the discovery that it is possible for a number of stamps, all of

the same denomination, to be issued on the same day, some of which may have been

perforated on each of the eight machines. This can, of course, only apply to those

stamps which can be perforated on the triple cutters. There could, however, be

simple and compound perforations of machines numbers 5, 6, and 7, all in one day, of

the 3d., 5d., 5s., los., and 20s. values. For instance, supposing a triple cutter breaks

down, the man working that machine may go to any single cutter according to choice.

Then again, if two men are perforating on the single cutters, the same denominations,

one perforates horizontally and the other vertically, one of the two may go to another

job and the other goes on perforating vertically and horizontally on the same machine.

Therefore it is quite possible to have on the same day one value, some of which are

perforated iii all round, 12 all round, or 1 1^ by 12, and vice versa."

Jlcbielus.

'nil': STAND.ARl) CATALOGUE.*
1 1 10 hardy annual cr(tp of catalogues, ".standard" or otherwise, is

so prolific as to call for but small coiniiient on the part of the

reviinver; e.g. tlie colour of the biiuling of this work is chani^ed

from red lo jjrccii, ihv pages have increased in number rri>m

last year's—625 to 658 ! Tlu excellent lists of the United

States and Colonies are even more comprehensive, ami have

been kept fully abreast of tlu- times; the incor|)oration of all the )-ear's new

* 7'hf .Slitiiiliiitl /'osliixf .Slitm/i Cii/ii/i>xii^, ii^i. Tin: Sinli .Siuuni aiul Coin Co., New Voik.

A|2cnl for (!rcut liriiain, W, T. Wil.vm, 192, llirclificlil Uo:ul, lliriiiiii^liiiiii.
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issues, and the emendation and alterations of price according to the issuing

firm's judgment and commercial requirements, are the essential features of

this new edition. The last item is undoubtedly the most important. We
are not casting any imputation on the large firms who publish priced stamp

catalogues when we state that their unreliability as to the true values of stamps

is becoming more and more apparent. Possibly were collectors to replace

these leading dealers they would, in defence of their new interests, act in

a like manner ; but it is at least as certain that the dealers, were they placed

in the position of collectors, would also act in their own defence. Mr. John

Walter Scott, in the Metropolitan Philatelist of January I2th, has the

following trenchant criticism of "standard" dealers' catalogues, and his

remarks, coming from a highly respected dealer and of enormous experience,

merit the careful consideration of collectors :

—

"Stamp collectors throughout the world feel one common want, and that is a re-

liable stamp catalogue. Some few years ago the Stanley Gibbons Co., under the

lead of its energetic chief, C. J. Phillips, issued a catalogue which, backed up by the

enormous stock of the company, endeavoured to dictate the prices of stamps to the

world, and is, in fact, the base on which all other catalogues of postage stamps are

built, modified to meet the stock of the issuing firm. Stamps that are not in stock

are marked low to enable purchases to be made. Sometimes where a very large

stock is on hand prices are marked up to enable wholesale deals to be made at a great

reduction. Different dealers in different countries each have their own mode of

working the philatelic public by the aid of a 'complete,' or a 'standard' catalogue.

The new edition of the American catalogue illustrates another mode of working the

public. Some years ago a representative of its publishers discovered a sheet of 4 c.

Columbus stamps printed in blue, instead of ultramarine, in the collection of one of

the leading collectors in the country. A large offer was made for the sheet, but not

enough to tempt the owner to sell ; however, it was duly noted in the catalogue and

continued in a second edition. The sheet of stamps was at length secured by a rival

dealer (who by the way distributed the lot in a few months at ten dollars each, although

of course the fact of the entire lot being sold was unknown to the catalogue pub-

lisher), so when a new edition of the catalogue was issued the 4 c. blue Columbian

is omitted from the list, and a footnote states ' the so-called 4 c. blue error is not in

the colour of the i c. stamps, but it is merely a slight variety in shade.' Facts like

these are causing collectors throughout the world to demand an independent catalogue

that will reflect as near as possible the market price of every stamp, uninfluenced by

petty spite or grasping rapacity."

Apropos of this comment the M. P. in its last issue announces that Mr.

C. J. Phillips has purchased the balance of the stamps referred to at a high

figure.

A perusal of the prices of the Standard Catalogue will show that in very

numerous instances it is a reflex of those of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, and we
believe that Messrs. Senf's Catalogue for 1901 (which has not been forwarded

to us for review) will reveal a similar state of things. How far this agreement

is accidental or not, and what steps should be taken to establish, if possible,

a better standard, are questions that have long agitated the philatelic mind,

and must inevitably become burning questions in the future.

From a philatelic point of view the Scott Stamp and Coin Co.'s Cata-
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logue is admirable ; the system of arrangement with its minor varieties in

dropped smaller type is excellent, the illustrations are uniform, clear, and

sharp, and the printing and paper are highly commendable. These several

excellencies have justly achieved for it almost universal acceptance in the

States and a wide circulation in Europe.

THE BRITISH STAMP DIRECTORY*
The publishers of this little work claim that the present Fourth Edition of

The British Stamp Directory does not appear as much augmented, but rather

to be a much improved book. In justification, therefore, it is stated that "the

number of names and addresses in the Third Edition was practically 2,400;

of these no less than 605 have been taken out (over twenty- five per cent.), for

want of evidence that the owners of the names are still philatelically inclined.

Addresses of the names still left in have been altered in some shape or form

in 218 instances, and 640 new names added to the book. The alterations

total to 1,463, which number, compared with the 2,400 names dealt with, gives

a percentage of sixty-one, and is strong evidence of the care bestowed upon

the work."

Part II., consisting of Philatelic Societies and Exchange Clubs, with the

names and addresses of secretaries, etc., has been corrected, enlarged, and

brought up to date, and now comprises seventy-one societies as compared

with fifty-eight in the Third Edition. Five have been omitted and eighteen

added— thus making, as alleged by the publishers, by far the largest and most

comprehensive list of British societies ever published.

There is room still for bringing up to date the addresses ; e.g. Lieut. S. M.
Castle's address is that of three years since. In any case there is a lot

of useful information that should well repay the modest investment of the

shilling for the purchase of this directory.

"THE EMPIRE" POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM.f

We have received a copy of this work for review, and find the plan of

arrangement similar to previous editions. Each page is ruled to take forty-

two stamps, and as there are 448 pages, spaces for some 18,000 or 19,000

stamps arc provided for. The British Empire is placed at the commencement
of the album, followed by the other luiropcan Powers with their respective

Colonial po-ssessions. At the top of each page from two to seven excellent illus-

trations of stamps are given, al.so dates of issue and list of the various values,

though no colours arc stated in most cases. Watermarks are shown in many
countries, and valuable information as to coinage, etc., is not forgotten. This

album is intciuicd for adhesives only, but there is no reason why cut

envelopes should not be included should the collector's fancy run in this

direction. Tlie series of maps and geographical information has been cor-

rected up to date, and the printing and general appearance are excellent, tlie

size being large cjuarto.

• The liiiliih .Siai)i/< />iiiilo>y. Tin- I'liiliittlic I'ublishing Co., Fcnlluim Koiiil, IIiuuInwoiiIi,

Kirinin^liiiiii.

|- 7/if Kmf>irt l\nla^f .SUimp /lUiinii, Ivnliiruid IMiiion, l)y T. II. lliNrON. I'liblishnl by

v., Nislcr, 2S, I'ulcrnodlcr Row, iiml 2.\, Si. Hiule Slrccl, K.C.
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idxf MssxitB.

NOTKS OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

fVe do not profess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the important novelties may be included. Speculative stamps— i. e. those not really required for
postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, a7id other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in

this direction, by sending copies of atiy official documents relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intiniation of any neiv issue, accompanied, -when possible, by a specimen ; such i7iformatiott

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
Australia.—The Australian Journal of

Philately ^X.3L\.t.% that it has been recommended
to the Postal Conference :— ist, That, pend-

ing the introduction of special postage

stamps upon the transfer of the Post Office

to the Federal Government, all postage

stamps of the federated colonies be valid

within any part of the Commonwealth ; and
2nd, that all such postage stamps be over-

printed with the letters "A. C. " (Australian

Commonwealth) ; further, the issue of a new
halfpenny postage stamp in each State to

commemorate the contemplated visit of the

Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York,

the design of the stamp being a bust of the

Duke of Cornwall and York.

Bermuda.—The new farthing stamp
reaches us from Messrs. Whitfield King and
Co., and we find, as reported on page i6, that

the IS. stamp has been printed in grey, but

that the surcharge is "ONE FARTHING,"
in two lines, in sans-serif type, with the

original value barred out. The overprint

is in black, wmk. CA, and perf 14. It is

stated that 250,000 were issued, all of which
were bought up within twenty-four hours.

Miss D'Albiac has also shown us a speci-

men with the " G " defective occurring twice

on the sheet.
AdJicslvc.

One farthing on is., grey ; wmk. C A
;
perf. 14.

British Central Africa.—Many of our

contemporaries announce changes in the

colours of three of the stamps of this

country.
AcUicsives.

id., carmine-rose and violet, C A ; perf. 14.

4d., olive-green and violet ,, ,,

6d., brown and violet, C A ;
perf. 14.

British Honduras.—The new 5 cents

stamp reaches us from Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co., and we find it of current

design, except that "& Revenue" appears

in the place of " Postage " on the right side.

The colour is grey-black for the frame,

and labels in light blue, on pale blue paper

;

perf 14; wmk. Crown CA.

Adhesive.

5 cents, grey-black and blue, on pale blue paper
;

perf. 14 ; wmk. Crown C A.

Canada.—We are informed that the 20

cents stamp of the current type, numerals in

the lower corners, has appeared.

Adhesive. 20 cents, olive-green, with numerals.

Cayman Islands.—The new stamps have

arrived, and samples reach us from our

Ipswich friends.

They are of the usual De la Rue type,

the word "POSTAGE"both sides, tobechanged

presently, no doubt, to "POSTAGE AND RE-

VENUE"; perf. 14; wmk. Crown CA.

Ml-. Ewen states that his supply arrived,

franked with Jamaican stamps, at Grand
Cayman, and travelled via Jamaica, and
that these two stamps are only intended for

local postage.

Adhesives. -id., green
;
perf 14 ; wmk. Crown C A.

id., carmine ,, ,, „

Ceylon.—The 4 cents and 12 cents of

the current set have been surcharged for

official use.

—

Metropolitan Philatelist.

O^cial Stamps.

4 cents, yellow, overprinted " On Service," in black

12 ,, green and carmine, do. ,, ,,
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Cook Islands.— Mr, C. J.
Phillips tells

us that he has found in America the "ONE—

-

HALF—PENNY" on id. Stamp with the over-

print inverted.—/)/./.

Gibraltar.—Morocco Agencies.—A spec i
-

men of the 5 cents card has been seen, states

the M.J., surcharged in two lines, " Moi'occo

—Agency.", the second word in the singular,

and with a stop after it.

This, it would appear, was the first form

of the overprint impressed at Gibraltar.

Great Britain.—A statement has been

made in the daily Press that the colour of

the stamp on halfpenny post cards, halfpenny

embossed envelopes, and halfpenny news-

paper wrappers will in future be green. A
decision has also been arrived at to change

the colour of the one penny stamp on news-

paper wrappers to carmine.

Grenada.—A id. envelope is reported for

this Colony.

/CmiL'/o/>e. id., reJ, measuiin;,' 5.1x4^ in.

Hong Kong.—I'hose of our readers who
may have a stock of 2 c, rose, stamps will

perhaps find the occupation profitable if they

make a search through ihem. A peculiar

variety—or varieties—have been discovered,

and the A.J. P. tells us all about it in the

following paragraph :

—

"In the number of this journal which was
issued in January, 1898, we spoke in our
Notes about a rather remarkable stamp of

this colony which had been shown to us by
Dr. R. Benjamin. The specimen consisted
of a 2 c, rose, of the current type, water-
m;ukcd Crown and CA, ])rintcd on a thicker

and rougher |)a|)er than usual, and perforated

12 with a peculiar rough and uneven perfor-

ation. At that lime we asked whether any
ot our contemporaries could explain the ex-

istence of this curiosity, but it appears that

our note or chronicle entirely escaped atten-

tion.

"(Jur JSelgian agent, Mr. J. K. Schuh, in

assorting a lot of these stamps, disco\ered
an exactly similar specimen, which our Mr.
Caiman submillcd for an opinion to Messrs.
Bacon, I'liillii)s, and olhcr experts. All were,
of course, extremely puzzled ;U the si).;ht of

such a variety, anil il was decided to send
the stamp to Messrs. IJc la Rue and Co., for

;ui o|)inion as to the reason for its existence.

Messrs. Uc la Rue and Co., after a careful

examination, dei l;ned the slamp aliMilulely

genuine, .ind, in explanalinn of ilie peculiar

variety, stalcti thai a Munil)ei' of years ago
their pcrforaling m.K liiuc bioku down, aiul

that at that time some of these iloiig Kong
stamps were in piocess of manufatluie. In
order not to delay the completion of the
order, the hand needle ptTforatinj.; machine

was employed, and the peculiar variety is

undoubtedly a result of the temporary em-
ployment of this hand machine. We there-

fore have a new variety to add to those
already chronicled for this country.

^' Aci/iL'shie Stamp. 2 c, rose: watermarked Crown and
CA ; perf 12."

India.— It is reported on the authority of

the German papers that the stamps in new

colours of India have been overprinted

" C. E. F. " for use in China. We are

inclined to think this a little premature.

Adhcsk'cs. spies, slate-grey; surcharged " C. E. E."

4 anna, yellow-green ,, ,,

1 ,, carmine ,, ,,

2 ,, violet ,, ,,

2^ ,, ultramarine ,, ,,

Bussaliir.—Some fresh discoveries have

been made, and Messrs. Stanley Gibbons,

Limited, have made a fresh heading to their

list as follows :

—

WitU large fnono^'ain " R. N. S,"

Types 0/ iZt^t. Largepcrf

4 a. , violet (mauve).
12 a., green ( „ ).

Tlie satne^ httper/.

2 a., yellow (lake).

12 a., green ( „ ).

I r., ultramarine (rose).

T^y/w^ 1 899-1900. Pin-pcrJ.

\ a., violet (mauve).

\ a., blue ( ,, ).

1 a., dull olive (mauve).
2 a., orange-yellow (rose). *

The same, imper/.

\ a., violet (mauve).

\ a., blue (rose).

1 a., dull olive (mnuve).
2 a., orange-yellow (rose).*

With small monogram " R. S."

Types 0/ ligq-iqoo. Pin-perf.

2 a., orange-yellow (blue).
*

2 a., orange-brown (mauve).

The 2 a. stamps marked * are of the type

without the characters for do at the lower

left or the hyphen before " state."

Cluimba.—The 3 pies, carmine, of India

has been surcharged for use here.

Aiihcsire. j pies, carmine.

Dhar.— Mr. Hadlow has shown us two

distinct errors in the setting of the \ pice

stamp, which ilo not appear to have been

noted. They seem to exist only in a certain

l)riiuing of one of the settings, as wc have

the same setting without the errors. It is

the selling in which No. 1 has the ornamcm
in the left upper corner sitleways, anil in the

left lower corner point inwards, and in wliich

some of tiie ornaments at the top uf Nus. 3,

3, and 4 and the right uf Nos. 5 and 10 arc

inverted. The won! pict at llic bottom of

titis stamp consists of three separate cliarac-

lers, whiih we may number 1, .;. ^ ; in
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No. 8, on some of the sheets of this setting,

they are transposed as 2, 3, i, and in certain

other sheets of what we beheve to be the

same setting (we have only seen single copies

of this second error) No. 10 has the charac-

ters placed 3, 2, I. This has no stop after

the word at the right side.

—

M. J.

Faridkot.—The current Indian 12 annas

stamp has been overprinted in black for use

in this State.

—

Eweiis Weekly.

Adhesive. 12 annas, brown on red.

Leeward Islands,—Surgeon E. Cooper

informs us that the 5s. stamp of these

islands, which has until recently always had

a brown gum, is now in issue with white

gum only. The difference is stated to be

very marked.

Malta.—Messrs. Bright and Son inform

us that there are at least two very distinct

shades of the new ^d. stamp.

The M.J. states that id. stamps, cut either

diagonally or vertically, have been used as

Jd. stamps, the supply of the latter at

Mellieha Camp having given out. Revenue

stamps were also employed, it is stated.

New single and reply cards impressed

with stamp of current design are reported

by the P.J. G. B.

Post Cards. Jd., green on buff.

Mauritius.—The 4 cents Revenue stamp

is reported by the A.J. P. used for postage.

Postal Fiscal. 4 cents, grey-green.

Natal.—The following, taken from the

M.J.., is of interest:

—

"We are indebted to two correspondents,
one in London and the other in Ladysniith,
for further infoi'mation as to the ' HALF ' on
id. with long leg to the ' H.' One of our
correspondents has kindly shown us part of
a sheet of these stamps, which, according to
the other, belongs to the first supply over-
printed ; the surcharges were evidently set

up in two horizontal rows of twelve, so as to
print across the two panes of the sheet.
The third stamp in the first row has the
letter 'A' entirely filled up at the top, and
the seventh stamp in the second row has the
'H' with a long leg, and the 'A' with the
right leg broken. Therefore Nos. i, 3, 5, etc.,

in the third vertical row of the left-hand
pane show the blocked ' A,' and Nos. 2, 4, 6,

etc., in the first vertical row of the left-hand
pane show the fancy ' H.' Both of these
were removed before the later printings took
place.

"Our Ladysmith correspondent assures
us that the pictorial card was in no way
official, and that it was only by accident that
copies passed free through the post ; but
that in point of fact during the siege letters,

etc., often passed without stamps, both

locally and also out of the town, when
letters could get out.

"According to Le T. Beige., this Colony
has issued a letter card just in time to come
into our list. The type of the stamp is not

mentioned ; the formula is stated to consist

of the words ' LETTER CARD—NATAL,'
in two lines, with the British Arms above.

" Letter Card, id., zzxxmxi^ on pale blue."

New Zealand.—Messrs. "Whitfield King

and Co. send us a specimen of the new id.

stamp for Universal postage, of which a full

description is given on page 17.

The colour is, we should say, rose-carmine,

perf. 15!^, and as pleasing in appearance as

the i|d., khaki (sent by the same friends

and Messrs. Bright and Son), is ugly—the

latter, a large oblong stamp, printed in dark

khaki or brown colour, perf 11, and wmk.

N Z and Star. The design shows a troop

of cavalry, with tents, kopjes, etc., and

an indescribable figure in the centre,

"new ZEALAND" at top, "POSTAGE" and

"revenue" at foot, and value in left top

corner.

The Philatelic Record states that the is.,

brown, of the 1882-7 series, Gibbons' Type

22, perf 1 1 J, thick paper, and current double-

lined N Z watermark, has lately come to

hand.

From the S. C. F. we gather that the 6d.

and IS. stamps of the Unpaid set have made

an appearance.
Adhcsives.

id., rose-carmine
;
perf. 15J, Universal postage,

ijd., dark khaki ; perf. 11 ; wmk. N Z and Star.

IS., brown, Gibbons' Type 22; perf. iij, thick paper;

wmk. double-lined N Z and Star.

Unpaid Letter Stamps. 6d., green and red.

IS. ,, „

North Borneo.—The 8 cents of 1897

issue has been surcharged " Postage Due."

—Metropolitan Philatelist.

Postage Due. 8 cents, lilac and black ; black surcharge.

Queensland.—We have received from

Mr. A. H. Stamford a block of six of the

6d., green, stamps of 1899.

The top stamp on the left has a distinct

coloured dot or circle between the bottom

of the figure "6" and the oval band in-

closing the word "Queensland"; while the

corresponding stamp on the right side has a

white patch or break in the band extending

to the same figure " 6."

Sarawak.—We have received from

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. a i cent

stamp, Type 1888-92, but with "POSTAGE"

each side in a new colour, blue and carmine

Adhesive, i cent, blue and carmine
;
peif, 14.
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Southern Nigeria.—The set of stamps

on the way out or arrived are, states Eiuen's

Weekly, to replace the Niger Coast Pro-

tectorate stamps.

Messrs. Bright and Son inform us that

the values and colours will be as follows :

—

Adhcslves, ^d., pale green and black.

id., carmine ,,

2d., red-brown ,,

4d., sage-green ,,

6d., violet ,,

IS., olive-green ,,

2/6 brown ,,

5s., orange „
JOS., violet and black on yellow.

'S>T&^n:?,'iKlT\,w^\^^^HT%.—FederatedMalay

States.—Messrs. Bright and Son inform us

that the lower values of the permanent issue

sent out and probably arrived long before

this are oblong in shape, and have for design

a tiger in the centre, with figures of value in

each corner. Wmk. Crown CA sideways.

The following are the values and colours :

—

Adiicsivcs.

I cent, green, with black centre.

3 cents, brown ,, ,, ,,

4 „ carmine ,, ,, ,,

5 ,, ,, and green on yellow.

8 ,, blue with black centre.

10 ,, purple ,, ,, ,,

20 „ black ,, purple ,,

SO ,, orange ,, black ,,

Tasmania.—The M.J. states that not only

were the stamps of the Platypus type sur-

charged " REVENUE," and of which some, at

any rate, were rushed through on corre-

spondence before the new law came into

operation, l)ut that the 2s. 6d. (St. George

and Dragon?) were also overprinted "re-

venue," and made to do duty in this state

on letters.

Fiscal Postal. 2s. 6d., lake? (St. George and Dragon?).

Transvaal.- The errors bid fair to Ijc

almost as numerous as those of the Orange

River Colony.

The |d., " V.R.I.", has been met without

stop after " 1
" ; and Ewen's writes that a few

days ago a correspondent received two id.

" V.K.I." stamps, one of which had a comma
after the letter " R,".

The M.J. also adds its quota thus: —

"Wc arc sliown a vertical stri]) of ihico

of the id. stamps, surcharged 'V.K.I.', from
tlic left top corner of a slieel, in wliicli

tiie upper stamp only siiows the slops com-
plete, the other two iiaving only very faint

traces of the slop after the letter ' I.' The
stops after the Ic-tlcrs vary soiiu-wlial in size,

but we i)elieve tiiis to bt; due to some not

printing (luile so fully as otlieis. Mr. I'hillijjs

tells us llial he saw in New York a block of

tlic 6cl., one stamp in wliiili had no trace

of a stop after the ' V.
"A correspondent has very kindly sent

us a spei inn II of the Jil, caril, surcharged

'V.R.I.' in

He tells us

Pretoria on
"We hav

velope, size

in a similar

Ad/tesiz'ds.

Rc^. Env.

Post Card.

the same type as the adhesives.

that these cards were issued at

November 2ist.

e also seen the Registration en-

G, with the stamp overprinted

manner."

id., "V.R.I", without stop after " I''.

id., "V.R, I.", with comma „ "R".
6d., "V K.I.", nostop „ "V".
4d. , olive-green ; size G.

id., green on hicff.

EUROPE,
Finland.—The 2 penni stamp to com-

plete the new set has been issued, and the

colour is orange.

Adiu'sivc. 2 penni, orange; new issue.

France.— It is stated that a special stamp

is in preparation of the value of 1 5 centimes,

for the exclusive use of the soldiers.

Pending the completion, writes the S. C.F.,

of the new design, the ordinary 15 centimes

stamp will be used ; but to prevent their

sale by the soldiers, the letters " F. M.", sig-

nifying " Franchise Militaire," are to be

printed upon the vignette.

Greece.—A further crop of surcharged

stamps is to hand from Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co.

This time the " Olympian Games" set has

been overprinted with "A. M." and value in

red in three lines.

The following are the values :

—

A d/icsivis.

25 lepta on 40 Icpta, purple ;
" Olympian Games."

50 ,, 2 dr., bistre ,, ,,

5 ,, I dr., blue ,, >
1 dr. on 5 dr., green „ ,
2 ,, 10 dr., brown ,, „

All with red surcharge.

The M. J. informs us that the stamps

with "A. M." surcharge may now be used for

ordinary postage, if the buyer docs not mind

paying for them in gold.

A letter card issued in December has

reached the M.J. The stamp is stated to

be of the type impressed on the current

10 !. jjost card, ihe heading in sans-serif

lapitals, three lines only for the address,

willi a word above them, and the instruction

is at llif left side.

/.<7/t'/' Card. 10 leptR, cnrniine on blue.

Mr. W. II. Karl informs us that the 2 dr.

on 40 lepta, lilac, imperf anil pel f. 1 1 A, both

Athens ami Belgian prints, were all tnadf to

order, and that ihc information was received

from a reliable tpiarter.

IlUNdAUV. —Two new values reacii us

from Messrs. Whitlielil King and Co., ami

we understand thai change has been made
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in the colour of the i filler, and that a

2 kronen has been or will be issued, with

a 5 kronen to follow later.

Adhcsives. i filler, violet.

20 ,, brown.

35 „ purple.
2 kronen, blue.

Servia.— Messrs. Whitfield King and Co.

send us a specimen of the provisional

10 pai"as on 20 paras chronicled on page 18.

The copy before us is perforated 11 x 11^,

and our Ipswich friends inform us that it

also exists perf 13J.

AMERICA.
Argentine Republic— It appears that

the President of Brazil recently visited the

sister Republic, and the joyous event was
duly celebrated by the issue of a postal card

and a letter sheet.

The letter sheet, besides bearing the

Argentine Republic die of 5 centavos, also

has impressed upon the upper flap a 100 reis

Brazilian stamp, in green, whereas the postal

card is the regular card of the Argentine

Republic. Both commemorative issues bear,

on the reverse, portraits of the respective

Presidents of Brazil and the Argentine

Repubhc—^./. P.

The M. C. has also received a letter sheet

in honour of the New Year. It is printed on

white wove paper arid has an embossed

stamp of the current circular type. Inside

is a view of Puerto de Ushuaia and inscrip-

tion, " FELIZ ANO NUEVA."

Coinmeinorative lsS2{es.

Letter Sheet. 3 c, green+100 r., green on white.

5 c, indigo.

Postal Card. 5 c, green, hiff.

Chili.— A genuine shortage in the

5 centavos value seems to have taken place.

It is reported that the 5 c. fiscal stamp

has been very extensively used, and at last

the authorities had to surcharge the 30

centavos, carmine, postal, with an enormous
" 5." The .S". C. F. informs us that this pro-

visional was created and issued on December
28th last year, the total number overprinted

being 1,750,000.

Adhesive. 5 on 30 centavos, carmine.

Fiscal Postal. 5 centavos, blue.

Colombian Republic.—MekeeFs reports

that the provisionals of last year are now
coming with regular perforations, about 12,

instead of pin-perf and imperf The values

given are

—

Adhesives. 5 centavos, purple on green
;
perf. 12.

5 ,
, red on buff ,,

10 ,, red on salmon ,,

Dominican Republic.—We have re-

cently been shown two so-called errors of

the current issue of this country, which was

placed on sale in October. The first of

these errors consists in the inversion of the

words " Atlantico " and " Mar Caribe," on

the 5 c. value, and the second of the inscrip-

tion " Cinco," instead of " Cincuenta," on

the 50 c.

We have been shown these errors, both

in used and unused condition, but until it is

proven that they were accidental we shall

refuse to recognise them in any way. To
us it appears absolutely impossible that

these errors could have occurred, except by
design, as the stamps ai-e lithographed, the

transfers to the lithographic stone being

made from the original die. Under these

circumstances, such errors as those indicated

above cannot have occurred legitimately,

and we hope that collectors will nip the

scheme in the bud by absolutely refusing

to purchase the rarities (?) at any price.

—

American Journal of Philately.

Paraguay.—Another value of the new
set is chronicled, also a set of officials.

From Mekeel's we take particulars.

Adhesive. 24 centavos, dark blue ; new issue.

Ojfficials. 1 centavo, blue.

2 centavos, red.

4 I, dark brown.

5 ,, dark green.

8 ,, brown.
10
20

rose,

blue.

Peru.—Messrs. Gibbons, Ltd., report re-

ceiving a I sol stamp similar in type to the

5 and 10 soles of 1899.

The new stamp is of Gibbons' Type 28,

with date at each side.

Adhesive, i sol, lake; perf. 12.

Uruguay.—Another value of the new set

comes to hand through Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co.

The I cent, green, has for design a herd

of cattle and horseman in the top half of

the stamp, while the bottom half is used

for the value " i cent^simo i, republica

ORIENTAL DEL URUGUAY."
Adhesive, i cent^simo, green; perf. 14^X15.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
China (German Post Offices).—The

current German post cards of 5 and lo

pfennig have been overprinted "China" for

use here.

Post Cards. 5 pf.
,
green.

S+ 5 pf- .. .

TO pf. carmine.
10+10 pf. ,
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Curacao.—We understand that the 30

cents Postage Due stamps of the current

type is now in use, but neither the 40 cents

nor 50 cents.

—

M. C.

Egypt.—We are told by the M. C. that

the envelope letter of i piastre now comes

to hand in grey on bluish instead of blue on

bluish.

Envelope Letter, i piastre, grey on bluish.

Formosa.—The following has been sent

to us by Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. :

—

" Several journals having announced the

issue of Japanese stamps surcharged for use

in Formosa, we wrote to a correspondent at

Tamsui, who replies as follows:—
"'In reply to your communication of

September 21st last, I beg to state that

no such stamps as you mention have yet

been issued by the Post Office in this island,

and, as a result of inquiries of the officials,

I learn that there is no present intention of

so doing.'

"Ordinary Japanese stamps, without sur-

charge, are used in Formosa."

German Colonies.—Sets of post cards

are reported for use in the nine Colonies

and German East Africa, as follows :

—

Post Cards.

5 pf.| green on cream ; single and reply.

10 ,, carmine ,, ,, ,,

3pcsa, green ,, ,, „
5 ,, carmine ,, ,, ,,

Macau.—The stamp of 78 avos has

arrived, and Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co. send us a specimen.

Adhesive, 78 avos, black on slate, name and value in red
;

current type.

New Caledonia.—We understand from

one of our Noumea correspondents that by

virtue of a decree the recent provisional of

5 on 4 centimes was converted into a Postage

Due stamp by the surcharge "T" within an

inverted triangle, and it was in use for a few

days only.

—

M. C.

Postage Due. 5 centimes on 4 c, claret and blue, on grey.

Persia—A pro\isional has been received

from this country by the M. C, and doubtless

there will soon be more to follow.

It is the 8 ch. of 1898 overprinted "5," and

Arabic characters.
Adhesive.

5 chahi on 8 ch., brown, of 1898, violet surcharge.

Portuguese India.—The expected new
high values are to hand from Messrs. Whit-

field King and Co.

Type of 1898. I J tangas, i rupia and

2 rupias. Adiu-sives.

12 tangas, blue on pink, value in black.

1 rupia, bl.ick on slate ,, red.

2 lupias, purple on bufT ,, black.

Sia>l—On the authority of a Continental

journal, MekecPs reports four more values

of the set with portrait in three-quarters

profile, leaving only the 4 and 24 atts to

be accounted for.

Adhesi^'es.

8 atts, green and yellow.
10 ,, ultramarine.
12 ,, brown-violet and rose.

64 ,, ,, „ orange-brown.

Timor.—The list of new stamps issued

here is given in the PItilatelic Joiinial of

India as follows :

—

Aditesives.

10 avos, blue on svhite, value in black.
20 ,1 brown on buff ,, ,,

78 ,, black on bluish, value in red.

ilatclic <S0cictics' IJlcctinqs.

IJIjihiti'lic .^orittn, I'onbon.

Council for the Year 1900-1901,

PresidfPit—
U.K. II. 'IjIK DUKK Ol' COUNWAI.I. AND YoUK, K.f!., IITL-.

l^iee-/'rftideni—M. P. Casti.k.
//««. .Sei /clary- ]. A. Tii.i.kakii.

//««. t'reaiurer—C N. lti(ii;s.

Iloil, Assialaiil .Seirelary— W, K. Oi.Di'jici.t).

Hon. Librarian— 'X. Mavkkk.
W. I!, AvKiiV. I,. I,. K. llAiisiicm;.
v.. U. llAdiN. C. K, M( NAi'i;itrAN.
W. IJ. IlllCKK.N. K. Mkvhh,
K. I'liiKicNMAtii. V. Ransom.

H. J. Wiiiiii.

I'lii''. Hixth meeting of the aeannn IQ00-1901 wn.n

liclil at l')nii)^liiiin House rni {•"liduy llu- ,jili

Jmniary, i</)i, al 7./15 |i.ni.

Members present : M. P. Castle, the Karl of
Crawford, Herbert K. OldfieUi, Kobirt Khreiv
bach, kiiilolph Meyer, Franz keichcnheini, 1'). 1).

Haci.n, Thos. \Vm. Hall, William .Silk, jun.,

T. Maycock, B. I). Knox, C. Neville Hij;(;s,

\V. .Scliwabacher, Atlolph Uosenberg, Kilward

J. Nankivcll, A. K. liarrett.

The chair was taken by the \'ice-l'resiilent, anil

the minutes of the meeting; held on tlie 21st

l)eceii\lier were read and eonliin\eil.

The Hon. Secretary re|)orte(l that he had re-

ceived II letter fiom Mr. C'reeke, inn., resij;ninj;

his meml>ership ol the Society, and the following;

resolution was proposcil by Mr. Tilleard, sccinuled
by Mr. Nankivell, and carried nnaniinoiisly :—

" Tiiat in rcco^jnilion ol .services rei\deicil to

tiic Society dining liis lon^ Icnu of iv\cn)lietshi|),
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and particularly of his very valuable and arduous

labours in the compilation and completion of the

great work on the stamps of the British Isles,

Mr. A. B. Creeke, jun., be asked to accept

honorary membership of the Society, and that

he be elected an honorary member accordingly."

The Hon. Secretary also reported that resigna-

tions had been received from the following

members, which were accepted with regret

:

Mrs. Baynes, and Messrs. A. A. Davis, G. Fraser

Melbourn, and G. J. Hynes.
The meeting then proceeded with the election

of Messrs. Lionel William Fulcher and F. de
Coppet, who, after ballot, were both declared

duly elected.

Mr. Ehrenbach then read some notes on " The
Status of Unpaid Letter Stamps, Registration,

and Official Stamps," in which he contended that

the real test for determining the status of any
particular stamp was the question whether or not

such stamps actually defrayed postage.

A long and interesting discussion ensued, in

which Messrs. Schwabacher, Reichenheim, Nan-
kivell, Oldfield, Tilleard, Castle, and Lord Craw-
ford took part, the practical result of which was
that no official pronouncement ought to be made
on the subject, which was one that should be left

to the decision of the individual collector himself.

A vote of thanks was subsequently moved by
Mr. Castle and seconded by Mr. Schwabacher,
and carried unanimously, and the proceedings

then terminated.

The seventh meeting of the season 1900-1901
was held at Effingham House on Friday the 1 8th

January, 1901, at 7.45 p.m.
Members present : M. P. Castle, E. D. Bacon,

Thos. Wm. Hall, Robert Ehrenbach, William
Silk, jun., L. L. R. Hausburg, Rudolph Frentzel,

Rudolph Meyer, T. Maycock, C. McNaughtan,
W. Schwabacher, Edward J. Nankivell, Gordon
Smith, B. D. Knox, and John W. Jones (visitor).

The chair was taken by the Vice-President.

The members heard with regret of the illness of
the Honorary Secretary, and the minutes of the

meeting, held on January 4th, 1901, were sub-

sequently read and confirmed.

There being no correspondence to report to

the members, Mr. Castle then showed his collec-

tion of Austria, Lombardy, and Hungary, and
after the members had inspected the stamps a
vote of thanks to Mr. Castle for the display was
proposed by Mr. T. W. Hall, seconded by Mr.
Gordon Smith, and carried unanimously, and the
proceedings then terminated.

The eighth meeting of the season 19130-1901 was
held at Effingham House on Friday the 15th
February, 1901, at 7.45 p.m.
Members present : M. P. Castle, Franz Reichen-

heim, E. D. Bacon, Herbert R. Oldfield,- Robert
Ehrenbach, Rudolph Meyer, Major E. B. Evans,
L. L. R. Hausburg, Thomas William Hall, C.
McNaughtan, T. Maycock, Douglas Ellis, F.
Ransom, L. W. Fulcher, W. Schwabacher,
E. A. Elliott, C. Neville Biggs, A. C. Emerson,
Gordon Smith, J. A. Tilleard.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President, and
before any business was taken the following reso-

lution was proposed by him :

—

" We, the members of the Philatelic Society,

London, in general meeting assembled, desire to

record our heartfelt sorrow at the great loss sus-

tained by the nation in the death of our beloved

Sovereign, Queen Victoria, and our dutiful assur-

ances to His Majesty the King and H.R. H. the

Duke of Cornwall and York, the President of our
Society, of our profound sympathy with the Royal
Family in their heavy bereavement. We desire,

further, to be permitted, through our President, to

humbly tender to His Majesty the King the ex-

pression of our loyal and respectful devotion to

His Majesty's throne and person."

In moving this resolution, Mr. Castle said :

—

"Gentlemen, the last meeting of the Philatelic

Society of London, on Friday the i8th of January,
was held on the very verge of the great sorrow
that has fallen on the people of the British

Empire.
"The praises of her late Gracious Majesty the

Queen have been spoken by far abler voices than
mine, nor is it possible for us to do more than
humbly and loyally to re-echo the universal recog-

nition of the surpassing merits of her late Majesty.

No monarch has ever passed away amid such a
world-wide manifestation of grief and sympathy

;

and gratefully as we, His Majesty's lieges, recog-

nise this fact, we are still proud to think that this

universal recognition was truly and thoroughly
deserved both by the virtues and character of Her
Majesty.

"Whether as a constitutional and wise Monarch,
as a wife and mother, or as a truly sympathetic
and good woman, Queen Victoria's name will

always be revered, and her memory preserved for

all time in the hearts of all her peoples.

"The community of interest that brings us to-

gether, gentlemen, cannot fail to accentuate in the

minds of Philatelists this feeling of reverence and
appreciation of Queen Victoria.

'

' The postal history of this country is practically

synchronous with the reign of the late Queen. On
her accession to the throne in 1837 the project of
prepaying letters by means of the postage stamp
was already receiving the attention of Sir Rowland
Hill, and within three years from the commence-
ment of Her Majesty's reign—in 1840—the first

adhesive stamp in the world made its appearance.
In the sixty-one years that have since intervened
we have been so familiarised with Her Majesty's
gracious presentment in the most varied and
interesting series of portraiture, that the nineteenth

century will inevitably be hereafter known as the

Victorian Era of Philately.

"The classic design of Wyatt on the first English
stamp, the beautiful portrait by Chalons on the

Queensland, Tasmanian, New Zealand, and other

'

colonial issues, the characteristic local drawings
of the Queen's head on the stamps of New South
Wales and Mauritius, the later depictment of Her
Majesty in widow's weeds on the Canadian and
Newfoundland series, or the delicate and refined

vignette on the De la Rue stamps, will always
secure the reverent appreciation of the Philatelist

who has been privileged to be a subject of Queen
Victoria.

" On these grounds, gentlemen, I venture to

assert that the general appreciation, love, and
respect evoked by the memory of Her Majesty
will be even accentuated in the heart of the

British Philatehst.

"We welcome the accession of His Majesty
King Edward VII. to the throne, conscious that

he possesses alike the entire confidence of his

people and the character and abilities that are

the fitting appanages of the eldest son of Queen
Victoria and the ruler of the British Empire, and
we humbly assure him of the devotion of all his

liege subjects who acknowledge the sway of
Philately. The advent of a king to the British
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throne is indeed an event of the greatest moment
to Philatelists, who will rejoice to see His Gracious
Majesty's portrait upon the stamps of many com-
ponent parts of the British Empire.
"The London Philatelic Society has been very

fortunate in having had the honour of the patron-

age of two members of the reigning house

—

H. R.H. the lamented Duke of Saxe-Coburg and
Gotha and H.R.II. the Duke of Cornwall and
York, the heir-apparent to the throne. I am
confident therefore, gentlemen, that I am ex-

pressing the unanimous opinion of this meeting
in jjroposing that the resolution following shall

be transmitted to H.R.H. the President of the

London Philatelic Society. I am also sure that

every member will wish H.R.H. all health and
happiness, both now in his impending visit to the

distant portions of the empire and in the future

extended sphere of responsibility and duties that

he is called upon to fulfil by his position as heir

to the throne. We humbly trust that amid all

the cares and duties of State he may still be
enabled to find a relaxation in the pursuit of
Philately, fully assured that he may always rely

upon the utmost loyalty and the highest apprecia-

tion of the Philatelists of the British Empire."
In seconding this resolution, Mr. Tilleard

said :

—

" I am conscious of performing the saddest duty
which has ever fallen to my lot as your Honorary
Secretary, and in voting for it you will all experi-

ence the same feeling.

"In speaking of our departed Sovereign, it is

difficult to find words to give expression to the

sorrow which fills our minds. As a Queen she
belongs to history, and I prefer to think of her
to-night as simple woman ; for it is in the re-

membrance of the sweet simplicity and purity of
her life that we all feel the poorer for her loss.

"One of the greatest prose writers of the

Victorian Era, the late Charles Dickens, has writ-

ten : 'An infant, a prattling child, dying in its

cradle, will live again in the belter thoughts of
those who loved it, will play ils part through
them in the redeeming actions of the world.'

" If this be true of a simple child dying on the

threshold of its existence, how much more true

must it be of one passing away, full of years and
honours, after a life so noble and so useful as that

of her for whom wc inourn ! Can we doubt ihat,

although gone from our gaze, she will long con-
tinue, through those who loved her, to play her
part in the redeeming actions of the world ? This
generation will probably never know llie full ex-

tent of her inlUience for good, but we may be
sure that it will (.luhire throughout many genera-

tions, wlujse children will rise up to cill her
blessed.

"The sweetness of ihe Queen as woman, her

true and lender soliriliide for the welfare of one
and all, from llu; liiglust to Ihe lowest in the

land, her joy with I heir joys, her sorrow in their

sorrows, went siraiglil lo ihe liearls of her sub-

jects, and in her death we feel that we have lost

A friend beloved and trusted, as a mother is loved
and trusted by her children. The bemilifiil story

of her relations with her peo|)le will never be
effaced from our memories, and the love .she so
freely gave is not buried in her grave, but lives in

all our hearts.

"And lis she loved, s<i was she beloved, and
the ins|)ire<l prayer breathed for her by the late

I'oel Laureate, in dedicating one of his iininofliil

works lo the dead Prime ("iiMsort, after Ihe gieiilesl

Rorrow of her life had fiilleii upon Ihe (Jueeii, has

been fiillillcd to the very teller.

'' The poet sang

—

'"Mayalllove,
His love, unseen but felt, o'ershadow thee,
'J'he love of all thy sons encompass thee,
The love of all thy daughters cherish thee,
The love of all thy people comfort thee,
'I'ill God's love set thee at his side again.*

" So has she lived and died, and now, followed
by the tears and sorrow of a nation, she is laid to

rest by the side of him who was all in all to her.
" But from our honoured dead our thoughts turn

to those she has left behind. Our hearts go out
in sympathy to the son whom we are proud to

call our King, to the grandson, now so near the

throne, who is graciously pleased to act as our
President, and to the other members of the Royal
Family. It is right that we should record in our
minutes the expression of our feelings as we are

asked to do by the resolution which has just been
so eloquently proposed by our Vice-President."
The resolution was then unanimously carried

by the members present signifying their apprecia-

tion of the terms in which the same had been
proposed and their full concurrence therein.

The Hon. Secretary was instructed to com-
municate the contents of the above resolution in

the usual way.
The minutes of the meeting held on January i8th

were then read and confirmed.

Letters and communications were received from
the following members expressing their regret at

not being able to be present, but desiring to

express their concurrence in the resolution which
was to be brought before the meeting by the Vice-
President: Wickham Jones, Stamford, Frentzel.

A letter was read from Mr. Creeke, jun.,

accepting the honorary membership of the Society
in accordance with the resolution passed at the
meeting of January 4th, 1901.

Letters were received from the following gentle-

men tendering their resignations, which were ac-

cepted with regret : Dr. W. H. AUchin, Messrs.

C. R. Aldridge, and T. Girtin.

A letter was read from Mr. A. II. Wilson
tendering his resignation ; and on the suggestion
of Mr. Castle it was |iroposed by Mr. Gordon
Smith that Mr. A. II. Wilson should be elected
an honorary member of the Society. This resolu-

tion was seconded by Mr. E. D. Bacon and
carried unanimously.

Mr. Castle then produced for the inspection of
the members siiecimens of some new and very
dangerous forgeries of Swiss Cantonal stamps.
A very interesting paper on "The Regulations

for the Use of Unpaid Letter Stamps in I'Vance
''

was read by Mr. !". Reichenhcim, who produced
copies of the various forms useil by the poslal

authorities in connection with these stamps, show-
ing that the value of each slam|> had to be [laid

or accounted for by the recipient or ihe local

poslAl authorities in Ihe event of ils return. A
vote of thanks lo Mr. Reichenheini was movctl
by Mr. I'lhrenbach and seconded by Mr. Oldlielil,

and alter some remarks by Mr. Castle iho resolu-

tion was carried, and Ihe proceedings then termi-
nated.

IBinniiuilinm fMiilntflir ^^'oridn.

//<•«. i'resi.Unl -W. 11. Avbkv.
HoH. Sfitv/iiry—

G. Johnson, d.a., 008, llirclificlil Koad, lllrmlnsham.

lAMiARV 3rd.— Display, West Indict, by Mr.
W. I'iniin.

Tlic followinf; were iiniinimoujily riccteil \wcm-
bcrsi :— Miss L, A. Hlogy, Mcsws.

J. W. Gillespie,
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J. Leonard, C. Wells, J. E. J. Stoyel, E. C.

Baxter, F. Fisher, J. J. Forster, j.p., G. C. Rowe.
It was decided that the next auction should

extend over two nights, February 14th and I5lh,

and that advertisements should be included in the

catalogue.

It was unanimously decided to provide photo-

graph albums for the photos of members, and
every member is herewith cordially invited to

send his or her photo, cabinet or carte-de-visite

sizes, for inclusion in same, and each one is

requested to sign their autograph across the

corner. Every member present promised to send

his as a start towards what should be a very

interesting collection.

Mr. W. Pimm then gave a display of his fine

collection of West Indies, parts of which have
been awarded several medals at the various ex-

hibitions.

President—Mr. Walter Scott.

This Society held its ordinary monthly meeting
on the 1 2th of February, when in consequence of

the President's unavoidable absence, Mr. E. W.
Shackell, Vice-President, presided.

The following mem.bers attended, Alderman
W. J. Trounce (Vice-President), Mrs. Groves
(Librarian), Mrs. Marshall, and Messrs. H. G.
Blair, W. G. Bowden, T. Edwards, J. L. Everett,

W. A. Jutsum (Hon. Sec. and Treasurer), B. W.
King, G. E. Petty, B. Rowlands, and two visitors.

, The study for the evening was the " Stamps of

the U.S. of America," Mr. Trounce giving a

paper on the general issues of postal adhesives.

He also displayed his collection of that country,

as did also the Hon. Sec. and several other mem-
bers, and a very enjoyable evening was spent by
those present.

The study for March is " Greece and Ionian
Isles," to be introduced by Mr. E. W. Shackell.

W. A. Jutsum, Hon. Sec.

yji, -CowBRiDGE Road, Cardiff.

A GENERAL meeting was held at Anderton's
Hotel, Fleet Street, E.G., on Tuesday, February
5th, 1901, at 7 p.m.

Present: Messrs. Cool, Boyes, Bradbury, Calif,

Ehrenbach, Frentzel, Mardon, Melville, Meyer,
Sidebotham, Simpson, Sutherland, Thomson,
Wane, Wills, and Slade.

Mr. Chas. P. Sisley was elected an ordinary

member of the Society. The business of the

meeting being finished, a general display of

stamps on the part of members took place, and
the innovation was so favourably received as to

warrant a repetition at an early date. Mr.
Bradbury showed a very fine collection of Colo-
nials and British ; Mr. Calif, five sheets of rarities

;

Mr. Ehrenbach, a specialist's collection of Danish
West Indies ; Mr. Reichenheim, one of Crete

;

Mr. Melville, one of Hayti ; Mr. Sidebotham
and Mr. Simpson, Colonials and Colonials and
English respectively ; and Mr. Wills, a fine sheet

of errors and curiosities.

Many of the collections, which were mounted
and displayed with great care and judgment,
were worthy of exhibition honours, and reflected

honour both on the possessors and the Society.

Every member endeavoured to add to the enjoy-

ment of the evening, and the result was a great

success. The meeting terminated at 9.30 p.m.

H. A. Slade, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

Irialj fljiktaic CTUtli.

A LARGELY attended meeting of Philatelists was
held on Tuesday afternoon, February 12th, in the

Royal Hibernian Hotel, Dawson Street, for the

purpose of founding an Irish Philatelic Club.

Mr. William Lane Joynt, who has recently

arranged the collection of stamps left to the

Science and Art Museum, Kildare Street, by the

late Duke of Leinster, presided, and explained to

those present the many advantages which collectors

would derive from a better acquaintance with each
other as members of a central club. Mr. Joynt
mentioned that almost every large city in Great
Britain boasted a philatelic club or society—
Birmingham having one numbering over 250
members. Since the death, some fifteen years

ago, of Mr. Gerrard, of Clare Street, no regular

dealer in foreign stamps had opened business

premises in Dublin, and no place of meeting
existed where collectors could discuss the many
interesting subjects connected with their hobby.
Such a meeting-place was a matter of great im-
portance, where a reference library of the standard
works on Philately and copies of all the current

philatelic magazines could be consulted, and where
social gatherings could be held for the purposes of

exchanging duplicates or hearing short papers dis-

cussed.

The formation of the " Irish Philatelic Club

"

was proposed by Mr. T. A. Stodart, seconded by
Mr. J. N. Mostyn, and carried unanimously ; and
a committee, consisting of Mrs. Beauchamp and
Messrs. W. Lane Joynt, T. A. Stodart, J. N.
Mostyn, and W. G. Williams, was appointed to

make inquiries as to the acquisition of suitable

premises, and to draft the necessary rules.

A large number of promises of support were
received from collectors unable to be present at

the meeting.

The club will not be limited to residents in

Dublin, but will be open to collectors in all parts

of the world, and a special feature will be a large

number of corresponding members in the Colonies

and various foreign countries, whose duty it will

be to send to the Club consignments of new issues,

so that members will be able to acquire them at a

trifle over the face value.

iltantlj^atBr ^Ijilatclic ^otwt^.

President—W. Uoening Beckton.

The ninth meeting was held at the Grand Hotel
on Friday the ist February, the President being

in the chair, and eight other members present.

The President proposed, Mr. Abbott seconded,

and it was unanimously resolved :

—

"That the members of this Society desire to

record their sense of the irreparable loss sustained

by the nation and empire through the death of

their Sovereign lady Queen Victoria, under whose
wise and gracious rule the influence and commerce
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of this country have been augmented in a manner
unprecedented in history.

" They recall with special interest that the

system of Penny Postage, which has in no small

degree assisted the growth of this prosperity, was
established in the third year after her accession

to the throne, whilst the extension of its benefits

to almost every part of her dominions was one of

the latest events in her long and prosperous reign.
" They also beg humbly to assure your Majesty

of their sympathy in your personal sorrow, and
most respectfully to assure you of their continued

loyalty and devotion to the throne."

The Hon. Secretary was instructed to send a

copy of this resolution to the King and to the

Duke of Cornwall and York.

It was announced that the lantern slides be-

longing to the late Mr. Ridpath had been pur-

chased and given to the Society by I\Ir. J. H.
Abbott.

Mr. Coole and Mr. Duerst then gave a display

of the stamps of Roumania.

The tenth meeting took place at the Grand Hotel
on Friday the 15th February. The President

was in the chair, and ten other members were
present.

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the

Duke of Cornwall and York acknowledging the

resolution passed at the previous meeting.

The resignations of Mr. H. B. Broomhead and
Mr. Ranck were accepted with regret.

Mr. North read a paper on " Recent Issues," a
large proportion of which he described as made
for collectors and unnecessary. He stated that

in the year 1900, without including varieties and
many surcharges, at least 773 new stamps were
produced.

G. Fred II. Gibson, Hon. Sec
Kersai., Manchestek.

Suburban (Biclrang^ Cllub.

Four packets containing 201 sheets, valued in

the aggregate at ;{^ 1,9 1 2 14s. 2d., were made up
and despatched on the January circuits by the

28th instant. Many good stamps were offered for

sale or exchange at reasonable prices, and returns

should show a satisfactory average. .South

Africans (including "V.RI.'s" and " Mafeking
Besieged ") were particularly strong, and Aus-
tralians were well refiresented. September packets
have come back from circulation, and are being
dealt with as quickly as possible. Sales totalled

;^I29 19s. 2(1. Members who do not contribute
sheets, but wish to sec packets, should send an
occasional reminder to the Secretary. Their
places on the list will, of course, come after

contributors. Club sheets should be used prefer-

ably, and will be supplied at cost price.

Six ajiplicatioiis for membership were received
during ilie past montli, of which four were duly
accepted. Collectors of all grades are welcomed,
and copies of rules, etc., will gladly be forwarded
on application,

H. A. Sl.ADic, Hon. Sec, and Tieasiirer.

Inoi.hhidu, St. Ai.iians.

mn CHoIkctors' Club.
351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The sixtieth meeting of the Board of Governors

was held at the Club-house on Monday, December
loth, 1900. Present :— Messrs. Bruner, Caiman,
Luff, Perrin, Scott, and Stel^bins. The Treasurer's

Report, showing a cash balance in bank of $1,099.61

exclusive of U.S. bonds, was approved as read.

Moved by Mr. Caiman, and seconded by Dr.

Stebbins, that the Treasurer be authorised to sell

one 4 % U.S. bond, and that a committee of three,

including the chair, be appointed to make a new
investment not to exceed .§1,200. Motion carried,

the committee appointed being Messrs. Bruner,

Andreini, and Scott. Dr. Stebbins tendered his

resignation as a member of the Board of Governors,

on account of inability to attend the meetings as

often as he should desire. Resignation accepted

with regrets. Three of the applicants for member-
ship having been posted the required length of

time, their names were balloted upon, and Messrs.

Hazzard, Power, and Washburn were declared

to have been unanimously elected subscribing

members of the Club. The following application

for membership was received and posted on the

bulletin board : Charles J. Phillips, London,
England, subscribing member, proposed by P. F.

Bruner, seconded by John N. Luff. Adjourned
at 10. 15 p.m.

Albert Perrin, Secretary.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting. 1900.

The fifth meeting of the stockholders and fourth

annual meeting of the Club was held at the Club-

house on Wednesday evening, December 12th,

1900. The meeting was called to order at 8. 50

p.m. by President Bruner. The following members
answered to the calling of the roll :— P. F. Bruner,

Jno. F. Black, ^L C. Berlepsch, II. L. Caiman,
H. E. Deats, N. Dieschbourg, W. F. Gregory,

J. Herzog, L. M. Ilomburger, G. E. Jones, John
N. Luff, W. F. Morgan, Albert Perrin, Jos. S.

Rich, II. E. Robinson, J. W. Scott, W. S. Scott,

P. .Stypmann, Geo. R. Tultle. The reports of

the following officers were received and read :

—

The President's Report, the Treasurer's Report,

the Secretary's Report, the House Committee's
Report, the Amendment Committee's Report,

the Auditing Committee's Re|)ort, the Member-
.ship Committee's Report, the Literary Com-
mittee's Report. Moved by Mr. J. W. Scott,

seconded by Mr. Caiman, that the phra.seolog)' of

the Constitution and By-Laws be revised where
required. Carried. There being no further general

business before the meeting, the election of

Governors was in order. The names of Messrs.

Bruner, Caiman, and Scott being the only nomin-
ations before the meeting for Governors to hold
oflice until December, 1903, liie Secretary was
instructed to cast the vote. Mr. Low's name al.so

being the only nomination for term of one year lo

succeed Mr. Stebbins, who had resigned, the

Secretary was instrucleil similarly in this case,

and the Chair duly declared the election of

Messrs. Hriiner, Caiman, and Scott lo hold oflice

for three years, unil Mr. Low for one year.

At. HICK! I'krkin, Sfiielitry.

I II) /'
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be addressed to the Editor of The London Philatelist, Kingston Lodge, Richmond Place,

Brighton.

Advertisements should be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson (Advertising Department), Effing-

ham House, Arundel Street, London, W.C.
Subscriptions.—The London Philatelist will be sent, post-free in Great Britain or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of &^. (I1.50). Subscribers' remittances should
be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson, Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

ORANGE RIVER COLONY.
To the Editor of the ^^ London Philatelist.'*

Dear Sir,—Referring to Mr. Warhurst's letter

in your last issue. He says the V.R.I, stamps
" were utterly unnecessary and decidedly specula-

tive "
; further,

'

' The British, being in possession,

could have sold and used the Boer stamps just as

they were." Can we find a precedent for such a

proceeding ? I think not. Did the Germans use

French stamps in the provinces they occupied in

1870-1 ? No, but German stamps. I possess

envelopes with both German and French stamps

side by side used upon them. Which costs the

least, overprinting stamps on the spot or sending

out stamps from England ? The former, of course,

and that plan is adopted. It is well known that

when the British occupied the two Republics the

stamps of the Orange Free State and Transvaal

became valueless, either to defray postage or dis-

charge taxes, until they were legally overprinted

V.R.I., and thus made a legal tender for such

.purposes. How, therefore, can anyone maintain

that these stamps were a speculative issue? .In

my opinion they are not on the same level as

"Mafeking Besieged" labels.

Yours faithfully,

W. H. Earl.

To the Editor of the ''^London Philatelist."

Dear Sir,'—In the December number of the

London Philatelist you make a rather serious

mistake in saying that the extract on page 3 1 1 is

from MekeePs Weekly. The piece referred to

was written by me, and appeared in the Metro-

politan Philatelist on December 1st. I think it

is only fair that you should correct this in the

February number.

I enclose copy of M. P. containing the par.

Yours faithfully,

G. Lionel Campbell, Jun.

[We regret that this "serious mistake" should

have been made. Mr. Campbell is the English

correspondent of the M. P.—Ed.]

Wat Jttark^t.

Note.— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

Mr. W. Hadlow's sale of January 17th.—We
notice the following : British East Africa, ist issue,

mint sets of three, ^ a. on id., i anna on 2d., and
2 annas on 5d., ^5 ss. and ^^5 ids.; on Company's
stamps, the rare 2 annas, pair, used, £2 12s. 6d.,

and a single copy with double surcharge, ^3 ids.

Great Britain, is., green, Plate 2, with hair lines,

imperf and mint, £2 14s. Heligoland, 2 pf. {3)
and I pf. (3), all on entire and postmarked,

;^5 7s. 6d. Nevis, 6d., grey, htho, used, ^4 4s.,

another unused, £^ 4s. Most of the lots were of
the bulky order.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper's sale
of January i8th.—Great Britain, mint, horizontal

pair of VR's, with side margin, ;^i6. Gib-

raltar, 1st issue, 4d. and is., with gum, £z 3s.

A collection of Russian Locals in album, 1,330

stamps, realised ;,f^3i. Transvaal, sets of Queen's

Head, ^ to 2s. (the two higher values used), went

for^i 15s. and;^i i6s. per set; ditto, provisionals,

id., in black, on 6d., Queen's Head, the complete

set of seven types, two or three a little defective,

£]; ditto, ditto, a somewhat similar lot, but not in-

cluding Gibbons' Type 14, the v variety, £^ 15s.

;

ditto, ditto, id., in red, on 6d., Queen's Head,

Gibbons' Types 10, n, 13. M, I5= and 16, four

have slight defects, £l ; ditto, 1885, ^d.^on is.,

green, a very fine unused horizontal tete-beche

pair, mint, £l 3s. ; Zanzibar on Indian, \ a.,

green, an unused mint pair, one having the error
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"Zaniljar," £->, 7s. 6d. Matabeleland, Reuler's

Telegraph Service, an entire sheet of eighteen,

containing six each of 2s. 6d., 5s., and 10s., only

fifty sheets were issued, very rare, £1 3s.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper,

January 31st and February ist.

XI s. d.

Great Britain, pair V R's, mint* . . 17 o o
Ditto, lod., brown, octagonal issue,

Die II., block of four* . .1600
Ditto, 4d. , Medium Garter, blue

paper* . . . . 5 10 o
Ditto, ditto, ditto, white paper* .800
Ditto, 2/-, brown* . . . 4 12 6

Reunion, first issue, 1 5 c. ,
penmarked . 14 10 o

Mecklenburg-Schwerin, J sch., dotted

ground, rouletted . . .400
Modena, 1859, 80 c, buff* . .400
Naples, \ T., Arms . . . 9 10 o
Moldavia, 54 paras . . . 13 o o
Levant, brown and blue, 1865 . . 5 10 O

Ditto, blue and red, 1865 . .500
Spain, 1851, 2 reales, red* . . 13 o o
Madrid, 3 cuartos, bronze . . 10 o O
Spain, I real, light blue, 1854 . . 7 10 o

Ditto, 1855, the error 2 reales, ^/z/e . 13 o o
Ditto, 1865, 12 cuartos, imperf., with

frame inverted . . . 4 10 O
Ditto, same, but perforated and a

little defective . . .450
Switzerland, Geneva, the double stamp,

slightly rubljed . . .7176
Ditto, Vaud, 4 c. . . . 14 o o
Ditto, Zurich, 4 r., horizontal lines . 8 10 o
Ditto, ditto, ditto, vertical lines .900
Ditto, Poste Locale, 2.\ r., without

lines to cross . . .400
Tuscany, 2 soldi, red . . .4126

Ditto, 60 crazie, red . . . 7 10 o
Ditto, 3 lire, yellow, fine . . 36 o o

India, i, red, (9^ arches), pair* . . 18 10 o
Ditto, ditto (8 arches), pair* . .12120
Ditto, 4 annas, red and blue, wide

dividing lines* . . . 11 o o
Ditto, 8 annas, large " Service " ;

pcrf. cut vertically .
'

. • 5 5 o
Labuan, "6" (twice), in red, on 16 c,

blue . . ..700
Ditto, surcharged in red with pen and

ink, " One Dollar " and postmaster's

initials, on 16 c, blue . . 9 10 o
Ditto, "2 CENTS" on 16 c, blue . 4 10 o

St. Vincent, Ss., Star* . . .750
Cape of Good Hope, id,, red, Wood-

l)lock " . . . . S o o
Ditto, id., blue, Woodblock, error,

defective . . . . 10 o o
Ditto, 4d., deep blue, Woodljjock . 9 10 o
Ditto, 4d., red, error, Woodblock

defective . . . . 10 o o
Gold Coast, 20S., green and red" .

,
4 10 o

Lagos, 5s., blue" . . . 5 12 6
Diiio, los., lilac-brown . .800

Mauritius, I'usl I'uid, id., vermilion on
blui.sh , . . . 6 u o

Dillr), ditto, 2(1., blue . . .500
Dillo, (lillo, 2cl., liluf, "I'enoe" . .) 10 o
Dilto, ditto, 2(1., blue, huge micl . 13 lo O

N;ilal, Ist issue, ()(l., blue, 33 X 31; mm.' 7 15 o
A collection ol liritish CuloniulM (3,463),

a very nice lot . . . 93 o o
* Umued,

Messrs. Plumkidge and Co.'s sale, January
29th and 30th. We notice the following :

—

I s. d.

British Guiana, CC, I2i^, 4 c, blue . I 10 o
Mafeking, id. on ^d., green (current

type), mint, block of four* . -550
Ceylon, wmk. Star, is., blue-violet,

clean-cut perf., block of four . 215 o

Gibraltar, ist issue, is., bistre* . . i 15 o

Great Britain, Small Crown, 16, 2d.,

deep blue* . . .190
British Levant, 12 piastres, on blued

paper* . . . . I 14 o

Mauritius, Post Paid, id., vermilion,

two very fine early impressions .13 00
Natal, 3d., blue, .Star wmk., pair* . 2 10 o

Sierra Leone, CC, 1 2 J, 2d., mauve,
mint block of four . . . 3 17 6

Ditto, CC, 14, ditto, ditto, ditto .170
Spain, 1853, 2 reales . . -376
Transvaal, Queen's Head, is., green,

mint, pair . . . . 2 14 o

A large proportion of this catalogue was made
up of wholesale lots and collections.

* Unused.

At the very important sale of a well-known
collection by Messrs. Puttick and Si.mpson,

on February 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th (elsewhere

referred to), the following is a list of most of the

more prominent lots, with prices realised :

—

Austria, Mercury, 6 kr., yellow .

Dilto, ditto, 6 kr., red*
Ditto, ditto, 30 kr., rose

Bergedorf, 3 sch., black on rose*

Brunswick, 3 sgr., ditto*

Bulgaria, " 5 " in black on 30 slot.

France, 1872-5, the error 15 c, bistre

on rose, se tenant with 10 c*
Great Britain, VR, id., black* .

Ditto, 1848, lod., brown, Die IV.,

pair *
. . .

Heligoland, 2 pf. (pair), and three

singles; also 20 pf., rare shade, on
a 10 pf. envelope

Hanover, 1 850, i ggr. , black on blue
*

Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 1864, } sch

dotted ground, rouletted

Mecklenburg-Slrelitz, 1 sch., violet, on
entire

Modena, 1852, i lira, on entire .

Naples, 4 tor.. Arms
Ditto, ditto

Oldenburg, iV ih. , black on ro.se*

Ditto, 1859, 2 gros., ditto*

Dilto, dilto, 3 gros., black on yellow*
Prussia, 1857, 2 sgr., dark blue*.

Rouniania, 1854, 27 paras

Ditto, dilto, 54 paras .

Ditto, ditto, 81 [Kiras .

Ditto, dilto, 108 paras .

Dilto, Collection of, mostly* .

Levant, 1865, blue ami brown
Dillo, dilto, blue and red

Saximy, 3 pf , red
*

Ditto, ilitio, used

Ditto, 1S51, 4, black on [udc i>luc, the

error *
. . .

Servia, 1866, 3 paru.s, ^roci) on lila

rose, the error"

Spain, 3 c, broii/e, on original .

Ditto, iKsi, a ri-alcs, red

* UllUHOll.

6

4.S

10

9
6

7

II

7

5

o
o
o
6
o

5

15

12 7 6

4 15

s 5

6

16

14
12

7 10

S 10

6 6

14 10

36
'5 10

143
18 10

26

S 10

5
6 5

S •5

55

K> I)

\i to I)

17 10
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Spain, 1852, 2 reales, red, and five

6 reales, blue, and a I2 c, lilac, on
original . ...

Ditto, 1854, I real, light blue .

Ditto, 185s, I real, blue, vertical

strip of three, bottom stamp being
the error "2 Reales"

Ditto, 1865, 12 cuartos, imperf., with
inverted centre

Ditto, ditto, hwiperf. .

Ditto, a fine lot of "habilitado for
LA NAcioN" (thirty) and mostly^

Ditto, a collection (254) mostly*
Sweden, the error "Tretio" *

Switzerland, Basle, 2J r., on entire

Ditto, Geneva, 5 + 5, on piece.
Ditto, Winterthur, 2|- r.*

Ditto, Vaud, 4 c., on entire

Ditto, Zurich, 4 r., vertical lines .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, horizontal lines

small tear .

Ditto, 1850, 10 rappen, with frame
to Cross

Turkey, collection of 225, mostly *

Tuscany, 2 soldi, red
Ditto, 60 crazie, red

Ditto, 3 hre, cut close at left .

Wurtemberg, 1851-2, 9 kr., rose*
Ditto, 1858-60, 9 kr., carmine*

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf., repaired
Ditto, 8d., blown, ditto

India, J anna, red error (gi, arches) *

Ditto, 8 annas, large " Service
"

Labuan, 6, in red, on 16 c, blue
Philippine Islands, 1869-74, i real,

surcharged " HABILITADO POR LA
NACION," slightly cut*

Ditto, collection (133) .

Portuguese India, collection (102)
mostly* . ...

Shanghai, ditto (72) all* .

Cape of Good Hope, 4d., dark blue.

Woodblock
Ditto, id., blue, error .

Ditto, 4d., red, error .

Lagos, 5s., blue*
Ditto, IDS., purple-brown

Mauritius, 1848, id., orange on white.
Ditto, ditto, id., orange on bluish .

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue on white
Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue on bluish
Ditto, large fillet, 2d., blue, cut close

and thinned
Natal, IS., buff, ist issue .

Reunion, 1852, 15 c, black, repaired,

on entire . ...
Ditto, ditto, 30 c, black, two small

tears, on entire

Sierra Leone, 1861, 6d., imperf.*
Transvaal, 1877, "V.R. Transvaal"

in red, on 3d., mauve, imperf.* .

Ditto, ditto, 6d., blue .

Canada, i2d., black, laid paper, minute
tear . . . .

Ditto, 1857, 6d., purple-brown, perf.*
New Brunswick, is., mauve

Ditto, 5 cents, brown, Connell, no
perf. at left, faint postmark .

Newfoundland, 6|, scarlet*
Ditto, IS., orange, minute tear

Nova Scotia, I s., purple, slightly thinned
in one place *.

. . .

14
6

7

14

9
14

14

4
20
8

18

10

5

25

5
10

42
21

7

12

19
6

7
6

9
12

29
19

6

42
31
6
12

7

7

6

8

17

22

6

8

16

57

9
17

14
8

14

24

J. d.

15

15

10

IS

5

15

10

10

10

5

ID

12 6

5

5

10

10

5
10

•5

IS

5

ID

10

10

10

10

10

ID

10

U.SjA., 5 c, Brattleboro, repaired . 40
Ditto, 5 c, St. Louis, cut into at left 12

Ditto, 10 c, ditto

Ditto, 1869, 15 c. , inverted cent) e

Ditto, ditto, 24 c. ditto

Ditto, ditto, 30 c. ditto

Ditto, "State," $5, slightly defective

Ditto, ditto, |io*
Ditto, ditto, $20*
Ditto, Newspaper, 1875-9, I c. to

$60, twenty unused, including the

nine high values

Barbados, id. on half 5s.*

St. Vincent, id. on half 6d.*
Ditto, 5s., Star*
Ditto, 4d. on is., vermilion

Tobago, 6d., bistre, CA*
Turks Islands, is., lilac, no perf. at top 13

Ditto, 4 on is., Type 17, ditto* .• 5

Antioquia, 1868, 2\ c, blue, slightly

thinned at top . . . 7

Ditto, ditto, 5 c, green
Ditto, ditto, IOC, lilac . .11

Brazil, 600 reis, italic . . . 5

British Guiana, 1 850, 4 c, yellow,
pilure paper, cut round . . 48

Ditto, ditto, 8 c.
,
green, cut round . 17

Ditto, ditto, 12 c, blue, cut square 24
Ditto, 1856, 4 c, magenta
Ditto, ditto, 4 c, blue, corners cut

on entire .

Ditto, 1862, provisionals, 2 cents

yellow, No. 21

Ditto, ditto, ditto, 4 cents, blue

No. II .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto. No. I

Ditto, ditto, No. 19, thinned

Buenos Ayres, 3 pesos, green *

Ditto, 4 pesos, scarlet
*

Ditto, 5 „ orange *

Colombian Republic, 1863, 50 c, red

error . . .

Dominican Republic, 1862, i r., black

on green *

Ditto, collection of 58 .

Guatemala, 20 c, inverted zzvAt^

Mexico, collection of 24 Guadalajara

Ditto, collection of 148
Peru, medio peso, rose, on entire

Ditto, collection of 180

Hawaii, 1851, 5 c, blue, slightly torn

and heavy cancellation

Ditto, ditto, 13 c. , blue, ist type,

ditto, ditto

Ditto, collection of 42 .

New South Wales, 8d. , orange, Laureated 5

Ditto, collection of 85 . . .6
New Zealand, collection of 90 . .8
Queensland, 2d., blue, imperf. . . 5

Ditto, 1868-74, IS., olive-brown,

truncated Star* . . . 16

Ditto, ditto, IS., red-violet* .

Ditto, collection of 60 .

Victoria, is., registered, rouletted

Ditto, collection of 134
Western Australia, 2d., brown on red

roulettes on three sides

Ditto, 6d., black-bronze, roulettes

nearly all round . . . 6

Ditto, 1879, 2d., mauve, ej-ror . 15

This sale realised a total of ^^4, 15 1 14s.

* Unused.
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^SfeWllJl^IS Royal Highness the Duke of Cornwall and York left these

fll;^!^ W shores on Saturday, the i6th of the month, for a journey that

is practically without a parallel in the history of nations. No
empire that has yet existed could count so many prosperous

and important branches as those that have grown out from

the main trunk of these islands. His Royal Highness—and

the Duchess of Cornwall and York— will practically visit each

colony of the British Empire, to be received not only with the

hearty welcome that always awaits an illustrious representative

of " the Old Country," but with the loyal and respectful ac-

clamations that arc his due as the Heir-apparent to the throne

of Great Britain and the British Empire. The Royal President

of the London Society, who has already gone far and wide in his sailor days,

will doubtless experience his greatest delights in revisiting old scenes, and

those of his fellow-members who have similarly tasted the delights of travel

would doubtless have gloried in being attached a la suite ! A more feasible

course was to send tlie good wishes of the Societ)', and we are glad that

this has been effected. The London I'hilatelic Society at its sitting of the

15th, on the proposition of the Vice-President, unanimously pa.ssed the

following resolution, which was telegraphetl to the Duke of Cornwall in the

course of the evening :

—

"The Pliilalelic Sociely of London in meeting assembled rospcclfully wishes the

President hon voya^e'^

On the following day— lliat of the departure of His Ro\'al Highness,

tile i6tli March—the Hun. Secretary received the following reply:

—

" I tli.'uik llic IMiilalflic Society for kind message.'

—

("!|';ou(;k.."
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The heartiest wishes for the safety and happiness of the Duke and

Duchess during their long journey go out not alone from the London
Society, but from all classes of collectors who readily discern the prestige

imparted to Philately by the part that His Royal Highness bears therein.

Despite the great duties and functions that he has to carry through

en route, there is still room to hope that the claims of Philately will not be

altogether neglected ; and we have good reason to believe that H.R.H.,

like all philatelic travellers, will be glad to add alike to his knowledge and

treasures during his travels. That he may have opportunity so to do will

be the wish of us all, and we trust that, on his safe return to this country, he

may have acquisitions for his collection from all parts of the great empire

that he is visiting.

A Paper read before the Philatelic Society, London, March ist, 1901.

By E. D. bacon.

NE of the most interesting papers read before the Society last

season was certainly that on Ceylon stamps, by Baron Percy

de Worms. The notes, which were entirely compiled from

researches made from the stamps in the matchless collection

of his brother. Baron Anthony de Worms, prove the author

to be a thorough master of the subject of which he treats,

as well as showing, although not himself a collector, he possesses, nevertheless,

much philatelic acumen. The paper, which appeared in the London Philatelist

of July, 1900, forms an important addendum to the work on India and Ceylon

stamps, published by the Society in 1892, and will be found most useful by
collectors of the stamps of this colony, as showing what varieties exist

beyond those given in that catalogue.

Baron Percy de Worms, in the course of his remarks, drew attention to

several matters in the early history of Ceylon stamps that still require further

elucidation, and the object of this paper is to clear up some of the points

that he has raised.

I. He states his brother's collection contains a pair of the imperforate

Six Pence on bleute paper, postmarked "London, January 28, 1858";

whereas the list of the consignments of stamps sent to the colony I gave

in the Society's work shows that the first supply of this value only left

London on May 14th, 1858. Now at the time when I was compiling my
notes on Ceylon stamps for publication in that work, the list of the stamps
sent to the colony by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. was printed just as

I received it from their hands. Since then the firm have kindly allowed

me to go through their books myself and to check the list in every possible
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way. In doing this I have discovered that the first supply of the Six

Pence value was inadvertently omitted from their list. Their books show

that the plate used for this value was completed on July I2th, 1855, and that

250 sheets, of 240 stamps each, i.e. 60,000, Six Pence violet stamps were

despatched to the colony on the 26th of the same month, so that this

particular value was in use some eighteen months before it was followed

by the first supply of One Penny and Two Pence stamps on March i6th,

1857. These Six Pence stamps, as Baron A. de Worms' pair proves, were

those on bleute paper, and we may conclude that the issue of this value

took place as early as September, 1855. The stamp was issued for pre-

paying the half-ounce letter rate from Ceylon to the United Kingdom, as

the following notice, taken from The Ceylon Almanac and Annual Register

for 1855, proves:

—

"Postage to the United Kingdom and the British Colonies.

" ist.—Under Instructions received from Her Majesty's Postmaster General, and

in accordance with Orders issued by the local Government, Notice is hereby given,

that from the First of May, 1854, L,etters from Ceylon to the United Kingdom, via

Southampton or via Plymouth, will be charged at the rate of Six Pence the single

letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight, One Shilling for a letter not exceeding

an ounce in weight, Two Shillings for a letter above one ounce and not exceeding

two ounces, and so on, increasing one shilling for every additional ounce or fraction

of an ounce.

" 2nd.—The prepayment of letters forwarded via Southampton or Plymouth is

optional."

The remainder of the list of the consignments of stamps, as given in the

Society's work, is correct, except that the five following supplies have been

omitted under the years 1864 and 1865 :

—

1864.

August 16.

September 3.

I)

»>

6,(j6o . 2d

7,200 .. . 4d

14,400 .. 5d

14,400 .. lod

[4,400 .. IS.

480 .. 2S.

3,600 ..
• 5d

6,000 lod

4,800 .. IS.

1864.

December i. . • 3.600 5d

>i 6,000 lod.

1*
.. 4,800 IS.

1865.

March ist. . • 3.600 5d

II . 6,000 lod

11 . 4,Soo IS.

June 1st. . • 3.600 5d

II 6,000 lod

II
.. 4,800 IS.

nay now be cons dered as absolute

correct

The stock of stamps taken over from Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.

by the Agents-General for the Colony, in 1862, as given in my " l'roIiminar\-

Notes" in the Society's work, page 63, now becomes fairly well accounted

for, us the accompanying lists sliuw :

—
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Stamps taken over from Messrs. Perkins

Bacon and Co,., Jitne 2^tk, 1862.

7,200 2Cl.

11,040 4d.

67,680 5d.

1,920 6d.

1,200 8d.

9,600 9d.

83,520 lod.

10,400 IS.

4,800 2S.

Stamps forwarded to the Colony between

June, 1862, a7id the end of 1866.

6,960 .. . 2d.

10,800 4d.

67,200 .. Sd.

1,920 6d.

960 8d.

9,600 .. 9d.

83,040 lod.

100,800 IS.

4,560 2S.

2. I agree with Baron Percy de Worms that the existence of the Nine

Pence, imperforate, printed in brown, is very doubtful ; in fact, I will go

further, and assert that the imperforate stamp was never issued in any colour

but violet-brown. I believe the " brown " variety was added to the list from

two specimens in the " Tapling Collection." I have had an opportunity of

examining both these stamps again, and there can be no doubt that one

of them is a perforated brown stamp cut down and the other an imperforate

violet-brown stamp that has become somewhat sulphuretted. The fact that

the first perforated Nine Pence stamps were printed in violet-brown, like the

imperforate issue, is, I think, fairly conclusive evidence the latter was never

issued in brown.

In going through some old letters at Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.'s, I

have come across one that gives the reason for their using two distinct types

for the Ceylon stamps. The letter, which is dated "August 6th, 1858,"

passed between their firm and the Agent-General for the Crown Colonies,

and the following extract is that to which I refer :

—

"Agreeably to your instructions we beg herewith to hand you an estimate for

postage stamps and envelopes for the Government of Ceylon.

"As the requisition is for five denominations of adhesive stamps, making eleven

in all, and for eight denominations of envelopes, making ten in all, it will be

impossible to print them all in colours distinct from each other; we therefore propose

to prepare two forms of stamps, although alike in the space they. occupy, by which

means six varieties of colour will be sufficient for the whole, so that where the colours

are alike the form of stamp will be different."

3. Baron Percy de Worms is wrong in thinking that more than one

supply of the One Shilling and Nine Pence stamps was sent out. It is quite

certain that the 5,000 forwarded on February 7th, 1859, formed the sole

consignment of this value, and consequently the two shades the stamp is

known in must both have been included in this one despatch. The stamp

was very little used, and the reason this value is the commonest of the

octagonal imperforate stamps in an unused state is due to this fact, as it

remained on sale at the post offices long after the other values were only to

be had perforated, and was thus the only octagonal imperforate value that

European dealers imported direct in unused condition. The fact, too, that

used specimens are known postmarked as late as the year 1867 proves

that no second supply of this value was required ; for had one been sent it
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would certainly have consisted of perforated stamps, as I shall proceed to

show. Specimens of this value have, of course, long been known perforated,

but collectors have always believed they were never sent out to the island,

and there can be no doubt that they never left England. It is only during

the last few months that I have been able to discover the true history of the

perforated variety. It was customary for Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.

to prepare and get ready supplies of stamps for some of the principal

colonies to which they were constantly shipping consignments, and Ceylon

was one of these. I find from their books that sixty sheets, i.e. 14,400, One
Shilling and Nine Pence stamps were perforated on May ist, 1861, in

readiness to send out, but, as no second supply of this value was ever asked

for, the stamps never left London ; neither was the stock, if then in

existence, taken over by the Agents-General for the Colony on June 25th,

1862, with the other values of which I have given the numbers. Some
specimens found their way into dealers' hands in the year 1889, but they do

not appear to have been very numerous, and, with the exception of a sheet

or part of one, I think the remainder must have been destroyed.

Baron Percy de Worms mentions that the yellow-green shade of the

stamp is first noted in The Philatelist of September, 1867, but reference

to the paragraph in question shows that the change of shade was only

given on hearsay evidence, for in the same magazine of a later date, viz.

April, 1868, the following note is inserted: "The is. pd. was reported to

be changed in colour, but we received some very recently, still imperforate,

and the same shade of green."

4. As regards the perforated stamps with star watermark, since the India

and Ceylon work of the Society was published a great deal more has

become known about the various perforations employed by Messrs. Perkins

Bacon and Co., and I have myself, in association with Lieut. F. H. Napier,

written several times on the subject. There can be no doubt that, as in

the case of nearly every other colony, the stamps perforated with clean-cut

holes came before those with the so-called rough perforation. In checking

the list of stamps sent to Ceylon I have been able to establish the date

on which the first perforated sheets were sent to the colony. This was

November 17th, i860, and all the values forwarded on that day and the

stamps of every subsequent consignment are stated to have been perforated.

I have also found an entry in Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.'s books to

the effect that on September 25th, 1863, they perforated lOO sheets, of

240 stamps each, i.e. 24,000 Ten Pence stamps. The.se formed part of the

imperforate stock the Agents-General for the Colony took over on June 25th,

1862, and, as the list of consignments shows, these 24,000 were forwarded to

the island in four e(iual parcels of 6,000 each on September 29th, 1S63,

January 2ncl, April ist, and June iSlh, i86.|. The lot forwardetl on

September 29tii, 1863, was the first supply of Ten I'cnce stamps that was

.sent out after the addition of perforation had been dclennined upon for

Ceylon stamps, so that this value was not issued in .1 i)erforatecl state until

some three years afUr tlu- other values were in use. .\iul this necessitates

a correction of the stalen\enl I made in my "Preliminary Notes" in the

Society's work, that tlu- Ten I'liice stamps sent out on .Siptember 2<)\\\ 1863,
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were the first lot perforated 12\ by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. This, as I

have just shown, could not have been the case ; and the stamps with the

I2|- perforation did not leave England until August i6th, 1864, when 14,400

were sent to the colony. These were followed by subsequent lots, which

give a total of 59,040 with this variety of perforation. The date of issue

of the Ten Pence, with star watermark, perforated 12\, must therefore be

altered from " End of 1863 " to September (?), 1864. Baron Percy de Worms
says that the existence of this variety with the compound perforation I2jx

14 is very doubtful, a statement with which I entirely agree. I never

remember having seen or heard of a specimen, and I am now quite unable

to trace in what way the variety came to be inserted in the Society's work.

The date of the introduction of perforation being now known, we are

able to ascertain, from the list of the consignments sent to Ceylon, the

total number of each value that went out imperforate, as well as the

quantities of the various perforated stamps. The numbers of the imperforate

values work out as follows :

—

3,242,800 . .. id.

534,400 2d.

7,400 4d.

90,800 Sd.

60,000 6d. {bleute).

120,080 6d.

6,200

9,800

15,500

51,100

5,000

5,720

8d.

9d.

lod.

IS.

IS. 9d.

2S.

5. I can add nothing to the very lucid and interesting description

Baron Percy de Worms has given of the two entirely different watermarked
" Crown C C " papers that he has shown Messrs. De la Rue and Co. made
use of for the stamps in English currency. I congratulate both brothers

upon their discovery of the existence of the two papers, a discovery which

constitutes, I consider, a very brilliant philatelic achievement.

6. The " Service" stamps. I am now, I believe, able to solve the mystery

that has attached itself for so long to the Four Pence value. I find on

looking up the history of the " Service " stamps that they were first described

in Le Timbre-Poste of May, 1869, and I give a translation of the notice that

then appeared :

—

" Ceylon.

" There are employed here, as in India, some Service stamps. We have seen :

—

id., blue (new type).

2d., yellow.

3d., rose.

4d. „

6d., deep brown.

8d., reddish brown.

1 sh., bright violet.

2 sh., deep blue.

"All these stamps are watermarked 'Crown CC,' and have the word 'Service'

surcharged, in black, except the 6d. and 2 sh., which have it in red. The type of the

word 'Service' is different on the id. and 3d."

Since this date M. Moens has included the Four Pence in his catalogue.

The same value was also chronicled in other magazines of the time, and

a set of the different values is stated in The Philatelist of August, 1869, to

then exist in a Parisian collection. This was possibly the same set as
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M. Moens had seen and described in May. Notwithstanding the very

precise notices of the existence of the Four Pence, there were no stamps

of this value sold to dealers when the stock of the " Service " stamps was

afterwards disposed of, and it has since been thought that no specimens

were surcharged of this value, and that on the few copies known the

surcharge must consequently be forged. Now I have examined a collection

that was made at the London office of the Crown Agents for the Colonies,

and which has recently been presented to the British Museum. The collec-

tion contains a number of specimens of stamps sent out to the colonies,

and also numerous imperforate copies and a few essays. There is not a

used stamp in the book, and it is obvious, from a glance through it, that

every specimen it contains has emanated from official sources. On turning

to the pages of Ceylon I was surprised to see a specimen of the Four Pence

amongst the other " Service " stamps. The colour of the stamp is deep rose,

and the surcharge is in black. The type of the surcharge, both on this and

also on the specimen of the Eight Pence in the book, is, however, slightly

different from that we know on the values of Messrs. Perkins Bacon and

Co.'s designs. The letters are somewhat shorter and are placed closer

together, so that the word "SERVICE" measures only iif X2f mm. in place

of I2f to 13I X 3 mm. These specimens of the Four Pence and Eight Pence

can therefore only be considered essays, and of the former value no supply

was sent out to the island, while for the latter an alteration was made in

the type of the surcharge before a supply was printed off. I have little

doubt, if we could examine the Four Pence described by M. Moens and

the one mentioned in The Philatelist, we should find that the surcharge

agrees in type with that on the specimen in the collection I have named.

7. The only other point I need refer to is that raised by Baron Percy

de Worms regarding the postal regulations for the sale of the stamped

envelopes. His brother's collection contains a band from a packet of the

One Penny value, which gives the various prices for one envelope or more up

to twelve, whereas in the Society's work it is said the envelopes were only

sold in packets. The latter statement is founded on an article in The Stamp

Collectors Magazine for July, 1865, by Mr. Overy Taylor, entitled " Notes on

the Asiatic Stamps." The writer thereof says, " We have heard, but cannot

vouch for the truth of the statement, that the Ceylon envelopes arc only

procurable in packets." And to the word "packets" the editor of the

magazine appends the footnote, " This report is quite correct." On the other

hand, I find M. Natalis Rondot states in the iMagasin Pittoresquc of July,

1865, that the envelopes each cost a farthing over the value of the stamp,

and this statement is repeated in CasscU's Illustrated luiinily Paper of June

9th, 1866. It seems impossible to harinoiii.se these conflicting accounts,

without the envelopes were at first sold singly at a farthing over face and

then, for .some reason, afterwards only in packets, or vice zwrsd. The point

is not an important one, but we still want furliicr information before we can

.say it is satisfactorily cleared up.
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(Stamp in Jfrana.
A Paper read before the London Philatelic Society on Friday, February 15TH, 1901.

By FRANZ REICHENHEIM.

HEN Mr. R. Ehrenbach read his paper on "The Status

of the Unpaid Letter, Registration, Too Late, and
Official Stamps, etc.," a member of the Society men-
tioned the following case with regard to the Unpaid
Letter Stamps of France :

—

A letter sent from an English town to someone
residing in London is forwarded to him to Paris. The difference between

the Inland and Foreign Postage Fees in this case is, say, 50 c, payable by the

addressee. The French postman has to call at the addressee's, say, three

times, till he happens to find him in and to obtain payment of the Unpaid
Letter Fee from the addressee. But only 50 c. is claimed by the postman,

although the addressee, who, as a Philatelist, studies first the stamps on
the envelope before he opens the letter, discovers that there are three Unpaid

Letter Stamps on the envelope, one stuck on the top of the other and each

obliterated. Being compelled to pay only 50 c, the value of one Unpaid

Letter Stamp, he draws the conclusion that the Unpaid Letter Stamps of

France do not represent the value they indicate.

That this inference is totally wrong I am now able to prove through the

kindness of a friend, who has furnished me with a copy of the regulations

for the use of Unpaid Letter Stamps of France, and the necessary forms to

be filled up by the officials in relation thereto.

Everyone who has been in Paris has undoubtedly observed that the

distribution of letters takes place direct from the General Post Office only,

and the postmen distributing letters are carried from the General Post Office

by large buses into the various districts and taken back to the General Post

Office again by buses, which await the postmen's return at certain places in

each district.

A postman who has received from the Comptroller of the Unpaid Letter

Department an unpaid or insufficiently prepaid letter, bearing an Unpaid

Letter Stamp of, say, 50 c, obliterated in Paris with a triangular post-

mark ( A ), has to account for this amount on his return to the General Post

Office, but not finding the addressee at home is unable to obtain payment
from him.

The official regulations for Paris are as follows :

—

The postman has, in such a case, to deliver the letter in question to the

Post Office of the district in which the addressee resides, and receives pay-

ment of the amount indicated by the Unpaid Letter Stamp or stamps on the

letter from the District Post Office.

The latter cancels the Unpaid Letter Stamp of, say, 50 c. with two heavy
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crossed lines in ink, and returns the letter to the General Post Office with

form No. 1,252, giving columns for the number of distribution, number of the

district, number of such letters, value of Unpaid Letter Stamps on each

letter, and for checking and remarks.

The General Post Office, before sending out the letter again, affixes a

second Unpaid Letter Stamp of the same value as before (50 c.) on the top

of the first to avoid the unintentional or intentional error of the postman,

who has to account for the second Unpaid Letter Stamp only. The second

Unpaid Letter Stamp is also obliterated with the triangular postmark. This

mode of procedure may be repeated several times, till the postman finds the

addressee at home and receives from him payment of the value indicated by

the top stamp only.

In all the other places and country districts only one set of Unpaid

Letter Stamps, showing the fee payable by the addressee and obliterated

with name of place and date, is affixed to the letter, no matter how often the

postman has to call at the addressee's residence, and the postman only

reports the fact on his return to the Comptroller, but keeps the letter till

he finds the addressee in, and receives payment indicated by the Unpaid

Letter Stamp or Stamps on the letter.

Suppose, now, the postman is unable to receive any payment from the

addressee for one of the following reasons :

—

I. The addressee has left for another place in France, say Mentone. The
letter in question will be delivered by the postman to the District Post Office

in Paris as explained above, and returned to the General Post Office with

form No. 1,252 attached, the new address marked on the letter.

In all other French places the postman hands also in this case the letter

back to the official to whom he is responsible for the amount, stating the

reason for non-delivery on the letter, and is absolved from any further

liability. If the fee for the Unpaid Letter Stamp on the letter cannot be

collected in the district where it has been affixed to the letter, the stamp is

always cancelled by two heavy crossed lines in ink.

The letter in question is forwarded to Mentone with form No. 1,251

attached.

The front page shows in several places directions to be filled up with date

and names of the forwarding and receiving Post Office and two tables, one

below the other. Table I. gives columns for number of letters, etc., and the

total amount of fees to be collected ; Tabic II. the same columns to be filleil up
only in case the receiving Post Office discovers an error in the statement as

given in Table I. by the forwarding Post Office ; the back shows seven

columns for

:

1. Current number of objects.

2. Description of objects.

3. Weight.

4. Amount (>( Postage Stamps on each object.

5. Ainoniil of Unpaid Letter Stamps to be collected.

6. Remarks to hi- filled up by the forwarding Post Office.

7. Remarks to be ^\\V(\ up l)y tin- receiving Post OlVm-.
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Below these seven columns there are places for the signatures of the

forwarding and receiving Comptrollers.

This form has to be returned by the receiving Post Office to the forwarding

Post Office, and the receipt of the receiving Comptroller is equivalent to pay-

ment of the amount stated therein. The Post Office in Mentone affixes

a second Unpaid Letter Stamp of the same value on the top of the first, and

obliterates it with postmark giving name of place and date, and sends the

letter out for delivery and collection of the amount indicated by the top

stamp only.

2. Let us assume now that the addressee has in the meantime left Men-

tone for San Remo (Italy). The letter will be forwarded to this place with

form No. 309, stating only the amount of the French Unpaid Letter Stamp
on the letter. This form is to be returned to Mentone, signed by the Post-

master of San Remo, and is to be looked upon as equivalent to payment of

the amount stated thereon.

3. Suppose the letter in question cannot be delivered because the addressee

is not known or has left without leaving any address, or refuses payment.

Under these circumstances, in Paris the letter has to be sent back to the

Distributing Department of the General Post Office under the above-de-

scribed formalities, in the provinces simply handed back to the Comptroller

by the postman as mentioned before ; the reason of non-delivery is to be

stated on the letter by the postman, and the Unpaid Letter Stamp on the

letter to be cancelled by the Comptroller with two heavy crossed lines in

ink.

If the letter has arrived from a foreign country belonging to the Postal

Union, is not registered, and bears the name and address of the sender, it will

be sent back direct to its place of origin accompanied by form No. 309, men-

tioned above, which has to be signed by the receiving foreign Post Office and

to be returned to the French Post Office in question.

If such a letter has come from a foreign country belonging to the Postal

Union, but is registered, or the name and address of the sender are not stated

on the envelope, or the letter has come from a country which does not belong

to the Postal Union, or in case of redirection insists upon the full Postage

Fee being prepaid ; or if a letter of French origin has been redirected to

a foreign country, but returned to France for some reason or other ; the

letter will be forwarded by the Distributing Post Office to its Head Office, and

from there to the " Administration Generale des Postes et Telegraphes

(Bureau des Reclamations) " in Paris, corresponding to our Dead Letter Office,

with form No. 835. This form bears on page i a copy of the regulations,

and on pages 2 and 3 columns for

:

1. Current number.

2. Date of arrival.

3. Name of place whence the letter came.

4. First French postmark.

5. Name of addressee.

6. Address.

7. Description of object.



THE USE OF UNPAID LETTER STAMPS IN FRANCE. 69

8. Value of French Unpaid Letter Stamps.

9. Reason for non-delivery.

10. Remarks.

On page 4 a table giving columns for

:

1. Number of letters

(a) unpaid.

(b) prepaid.

2. Number of newspapers, etc.

3. Total number of objects.

4. Total amount of Unpaid Letter Fees.

Below this table there are two receipt forms, to be signed by the Comp-
troller of the Distributing Office and by the Comptroller of the Head Office

respectively before the form and letters are forwarded to the Dead Letter

Office in Paris.

If the letter is of French origin the Distributing Post Office forwards it

also to its Head Office, and the Head Office to the Dead Letter Office in

Paris, but with form No. 833, very similar to the above-mentioned form 835,

but in another colour. The Dead Letter Office is at liberty to open the

letters of French origin in order to discover the name and address of the

sender, and to redirect the letter with form No. 1,251 to the respective places

in order to give the letter back to the sender against payment of the Unpaid

Letter Fee, or to destroy it at once, if they cannot trace the exact name and

address of the sender, or do not think it worth their while to trouble any

more about it.

Letters of foreign origin are usually .sent back by the Dead Letter Office

to their respective places of origin with form No. 309 under the described

formalities.

There is this further possibility :

An unpaid letter is forwarded, say, from Switzerland to France, bearing a

Swiss Unpaid Letter Stamp of, say, 20 c. This letter is also accompanied by

form No. 309 from Switzerland to France ; the form has then to be signed

by the French postmaster of the district to which the letter is redirected and

to be returned to the Post Office in Switzerland where the letter came from.

The P'rcnch postmaster has now to affi.x an Unpaid Letter Stamp of exactly

the same value as the Swiss Unpaid Letter Stamp, and to obliterate it before

he .sends out the letter. The further procedure is then as mentioned before.

In addition to the daily forms of which mention has already been made,

there are also forms to be filled up monthly, viz. :

—

Form No. 840, giving an account of the number of daily and monthly

non-deliveries of I'rench and foreign origin, is to be forwarded every month
Worn the ]3istributiiig Offices to their res[)ective Ileail Offices.

Form No. 1,253, t" be forwarded to the Head Office, gives an account of tlie

unpaid letters only whicli have been redirected to a new aildrc.ss either in

France or in a foreign country, and of whicli tlie receipted forms No. 1,251

and No. 309 have been returned during the last month.

I-'onn No. 836 gives an account of all the non-delivered objects whiih
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have passed through a Distributing Post Office during the last month, and have

been forwarded through the Head Office to the Dead Letter Office in Paris.

This form is to be filled up in double, one form intended for the Head Office,

the other for the General Post Office in Paris.

It is, of course, understood that every Post Office concerned keeps exact

accounts of every unpaid letter which passes through, and of every Unpaid

Letter Stamp they receive or use.

The foregoing observations go to show that the French Unpaid Letter

Stamps really represent their face value, but in a large number of cases no

money actually changes hands, the matter resolving itself into book entries

;

of course, in the case where the addressee is found, or the sender is traced and

pays the amount, money does change hands. In the case where a letter is

destroyed in the Dead Letter Office, this office issues a full discharge to the

other office concerned from all liabilities in respect thereof.

The most rigid exactness is insisted upon, and the Comptroller of the

Unpaid Letter Stamp Department is in a position to render an account for

nearly every single Unpaid Letter Stamp. For this reason Unpaid Letter

Stamps are very difficult to obtain in an unused condition.

llrilatdk %^\t^.

Note.— The co-operation of Philatelists is invited in order to make these columns of a varied

and interesting nature.

FUTCHAU PROVISIONAL. '

5 pf surcharged on lo pf. German-China Stamp of 1897.

T the meeting of the London Philatelic Society on the 15th of this

month Mr. Reichenheim read the following additional notes to the

paper on " German China Provisionals," published in the London Philatelist,

November, 1900, pp. 285-287 :

—

" Through the kindness of the Postmaster of the German Post Office in

Futchau (China), I am able to give a few more details concerning the issue

of the Futchau Provisional 5 pf surcharged on 10 pf German -China stamp

of 1897. Two issues exist : the first one was made between the 5th and loth

July, 1900, and the second one during a few days in the middle of November

of the same year. Both issues have been produced by the same single hand-

stamp, cut in wood, and made locally for the purpose, and the surcharge was

affixed to each- single stamp by the Post Office officials themselves when

stamps of 5 pf. value were required by the public during those two periods.

Therefore no different types can exist, but probably through bad stamping
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some stamps appear with the surcharge ' 5 P ' only. Altogether there have

been forty to fifty sheets of one hundred stamps each surcharged.

" These details differ in some points from publications made elsewhere, but

I think one can rely upon my information, considering the person I received

it from."

mA

MEXICO 1872 ISSUE.

R. R. Frentzel informs us that this issue comprises two distinct

types, instead of one only, as has hitherto been generally accepted

;

these are distinguishable by the shading of the ornamental part outside the

ovals in the upper and lower frame holding the inscription " Correos " at top

and " Mexico " at bottom.

The values 6 and 25 centavos are shaded by vertical lines.

The values 12, 50, and 100 centavos are shaded by horizontal lines.

Mr. Frentzel presented specimens of these stamps at the meeting of the

Philatelic Society on March ist, showing the differences to which he refers.

QUEENSLAND, i8gg.

R. Hadlow has shown us a small number of specimens, with the

black roulette only, in used condition. These were found in a large

parcel of the perforated and plain rouletted stamp, and clearly establish the

fact of their postal employment. Mr. Hadlow has not yet seen the black

and plain conjoint roulette po.stmarked, but there seems a probability of its

existence also.

#aasion;al ^ntts.

oo-iV.O"

EXHIBITION BY THE INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC UNION.

NDER the auspices of the International Philatelic Union a private

Competitive Exhibition was held, by permission of the Philatelic

Society, London, at their rooms, Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,

W.C., on Saturday, February 23rd, 1901, from 3 to 8 p.m. The judges

were Messrs. W. Doming licckton, M. P. Castle, J.r., W. Schwabaciicr,

and 11. R. Oldfield ; and the donors to prize fund and Exhibition expenses,

Messrs. W. Doming lieckton, L. W. Fulchcr, W. Hadlow, W. G. Hawkins,

H. L. Hayman, T. H. Hinton, W. S. King. W. B. KirUpatrick, Dr. E. F.

Marx, Messrs. II. K. Oldfield, P. L. Pcmbcrton, Vernon Roberts, and H.

Thompson.

A most commendable little exliibition, which gave genera! satisfaction anil

attracted a large number of visitors. The rooms of the Society were, as a

matter of fact, Jilmost continuously crowded, and locomotion was certainlj"

diffuiilt. Mr. Vernon Roberts' superb Capes nalurall)' took the CntnJ /'fix,

and Mr. L. I,. R. Ilaiisburg's very fnie lot of S)-ilne)'s ciiuallj' inevitabi)'

III <^
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came in a good second. Mr. B. W. Neave, for a choice collection of Canada,

and Mr. M. H. Lombard, for his Gambias, were also prize recipients. Messrs.

Hinton, Warhurst, Beckton, Oldfield, and Hausburg also materially contributed

to the success of the Exhibition by a display, hors concours, of many interest-

ing and scarce stamps. Mr. Warhurst's stamps included the id. red on blue

Transvral error, unused, in a horizontal pair with a normal specimen—an

extremely rare stamp in this condition. We cordially congratulate Mr.

Oldfield, Mr. Hinton, and the other members of the I.P.U. upon a most

successful little function.

The exhibits were limited to fifty stamps (pairs to count as one stamp,

strips of three and blocks of four as two, and larger blocks as three stamps).

We append a list of the prize winners :

—

Class I.

The Stamps of Great Britain or of any one British Colo?iy forming a complete Exhibit,

and consisting of i, or 2, or 2, issues, as indicated by consecutive dates

in Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue.

Grand Prize—Vernon Roberts. Cape of Good Hope, 1853, 1855-58, and 1861.

First Prize—L. L. R. Hausburg. New South Wales, 1850, 1850 and March, 1851
(id. and 2d.).

Sydney Views, 2d. and 3d. (73, hors concours).

Second Prize—B. W. Neave. Canada, 1851, 1852-57, and 1887.

Third Prize—M. H. Lombard. Gambia, 1880 and 1887-88.

Consolation Prize—J. E. Joselyn. Gambia, 1886-88.

Special Prize for Philatelic Knowledge—R. Dalton. Victoria, 1850.

Class IL

The Stamps of any Country or Colony not comprised in Class I., forming a complete

Exhibit, and consisting of 1, or 2, or t, issues, as indicated by consecutive

dates ift Stanley Gibbons^ Catalogue.

First Prize—R. Frentzel. Mexico Locals. Campeche, Chiapas, and Guadalajara.

Second Prize—L. W. Fulcher. Austrian Italy, 1850.

Third Prize—M. H. Lombard. French Colonies, 1859-62.

Consolation Prize—F. Reichenheim. German China Provisionals, 1897.

Class in.

Fiscal Stamps of any Country.

Prize—L. W. Fulcher. Japan, Bill Stamps.

Consolation Prize—H. Thompson. Mauritius, April to October, 1869. New Zealand,

imperforate.

Class IV.

Envelopes and Post Cards (only) of any Country.

Prize—B. W. Warhurst. Orange Free State and Colony, Post Cards.

Consolation Prize—S. C. Skipton—Fifty rare and curious Cards.

Class V.

Stamps of any Cou7itry not specified in Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue.

Prize— I.. L. R. Hausburg. Various Countries, including set of Trinidad Stamps,
surcharged 9d. for H.R.H. the Duke of Cornwall
and York.
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THE SWISS FORGERIES.

T the adjourned hearing of the case against Henri Bauche, Mr. E. D.

Bacon, "who has for several years been in charge of the Tapling Collec-

tion at the British Museum, was called to give expert evidence. He said that

many of the stamps which the prisoner had given in exchange were forgeries.

Some of them were genuine, but these were of very little value. Some of

the forged stamps would, if genuine, be worth upwards of ;{!'ioo each. One
pair of stamps (French) were copies of the only pair of its kind in existence.

In one instance the obliterating marks had been removed, so as to make
it appear that the stamp had not been used.— In reply to Mr. Caldicott,

the witness said all the forgeries were clever—some of them cleverer than

otViers.— In answer to the magistrate, the witness said that stamps had been

forged since 1862. As the value of foreign stamps increased the forgeries

became more ingenious. It was dangerous for an amateur to buy stamps

—

especially expensive stamps—without consulting an expert. According to

information which he had received, most of the forged stamps— or, at any

rate, the Swiss—came from Florence.—Robert Blake Yardley, barrister, who
takes an interest in foreign stamps, was called to prove that the prisoner

heard it stated at one of the dealers' shops which he visited that one of the

stamps he had to dispose of was a forgery.—Detective-sergeant Haynes

having given formal evidence, the prisoner was committed for trial."

This will take place on the 27th of this month, and we shall present a

report thereof in our next issue.

We have seen or heard of the following additional forgeries, all of a

dangerous nature:—

Spain, i<S52, 5 reales, crimson.

1854, 2 c, green.

„ „ I real, pale blue.

Switzerland, Vaud, 5 c.

France, 1849, ' franc, vermilion ; dAso t^te-bcche.

THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH ISSUE.

R. A. F. Basset Hull kindly informs us that the Sydney Club, on

January 12th last, waited in deputation on Sir John Forrest, the

Postmaster-General, to protest against the issue of any provisional, com-

memorative, or any other temporary stamps. It appears that some consider-

able period must elapse before permanent scries for the Commonwealth

can be issued, and apparently, according to Sir John Forrest's rcjily to

the deputation, five years may be required ! This will allow ample time

for the ra[)i(l appreciation of recent Australian issues that seems to be so

keenly anticipated on bcjth sides of the world !

Wc quote fnim the Australian Philalelist the following interesting

collocjuy which took place at tlu- interview referred to:

—

"Mr. Hull said ihey wanted to point out tlmt certain propositions liad boon made

by the permanent heads of tlie postal departments to surcharge all stamps at prcsont
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issued by the different states with the letters 'A.C— such stamps to be current

throughout the Commonwealth. It really meant that there would be over one

hundred varieties of stamps, ranging from |d. to £i.
" Sir John Forrest : What harm will that do ?

" Mr. Hull : It will confuse the accounts, and every letter-carrier and sorter will

have to bear in mind the one hundred designs, to detect forgeries.

" Sir John Forrest : Our stamps are the same design with different prices.

" Mr. Hull : They differ in detail of design. Under the system proposed Western

Australian stamps could be used in the other colonies. We contend there should be

no general issue whatever until the Commonwealth stamp is ready. Unfortunately

there is a large number of speculators amongst the dealing section of collectors. They

would buy Western Australian stamps and use them in Sydney to get Western

Australian stamps cancelled in Sydney. People would also take the trouble to send

parcels of stamped letters to Western Australia to get them cancelled in Western

Australia, and the sorters in Western Australia could not possibly detect whether

they were forgeries or not.

" Sir John Forrest : There is another obstacle in the way. I do not think that you

could have a uniform stamp yet under the constitution. I have considered it very

carefully, but the Act states that for five years all the revenue from the departments

taken over is to be credited to the state, and all expenditure. I do not think it would

be possible to have a uniform stamp until the book-keeping time passes.

" Mr. Hull : Does that apply to the Post Office Department ? I thought it only

referred to the Customs.

"Sir John Forrest: I do not think so. (He then read clauses 89 and 93 of

the Constitution Act, which deal with the question.)

" Mr. Hull : That vastly simplifies our argument. What we want to ask is that

you place your veto upon any interference with the stamps until such time as you are

prepared under the Commonwealth to issue a uniform stamp.

" Sir John Forrest : I am not sufficiently conversant with what is thought on the

matter by others, but that is my opinion.

" Mr. Hull : We are quite satisfied.

" Mr. van Weenen said that large stocks of Australian stamps were held by people

in England and America, and if the states were to surcharge the stamps those people

would also surcharge them as imitations.

" Sir John Forrest : Is there very much dealing in stamps ?

" Mr. Hull : Yes, it increases year by year.

" Mr. Hull then thanked Sir John Forrest, and the deputation withdrew.

" (Sir John Forrest has since resigned the Postmaster-Generalship, and is now
Federal Minister of Defence. Mr. G. S. Drake, of Queensland, has been appointed

Federal Postmaster-General.

—

Ed.) "

HA WAIIAN REMAINDERS.

HE $58,000 worth of unused Hawaiian remainders have at last been

burnt by the U.S.A. Post Office authorities.

The Metropolitan Philatelist states that none of the surcharged provisional

issues were sent in to the U.S.A. Department. Permission to sell these

provisionals up to a certain time was given to the Hawaiian postmasters,

and the whole were taken by speculators and others.
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The stamps destroyed were the last issues, being of the years 1894, i, 2,

5, 10, 12, 25 cents; 1899, i, 2, and 5 cents. There were none of the official

stamps in the lot sent over.

The total numbers of each value destroyed are as follows, the Depart-

ment having kept no separate account of the different colours of the same

denomination :

—

I cent 51,012 stamps

2 cents 125,506

5 n 42,225

10 „ 81,160

12 „ 18

25 ,.

Total

---

6,862

• 306,783

1

THE NEW POSTAGE STAMPS.

R. A. Chamberlain, answering Mr. H. Heaton in the House of

Commons on the nth of the month, said that the necessary steps

were being taken for the issue of new postage stamps, but it was not expected

that the stamps would be ready for some months to come. The Postmaster-

General pointed out that, with the exception of ^-d., id., and is. stamps, all

the adhesive stamps now in use bore figures clearly indicating their value,

and the same plan would probably be continued. In the case of the three

stamps named, they were of so distinctive a character that it was not thought

necessary to put on them the value in figures as well as in words. The
Postmaster-General was not aware of any inconvenience having resulted

through the present arrangement. He thought that it was undesirable that

the new designs of the proposed stamps should be submitted to the public

before adoption, and that there was no sufficient reason for altering the

colour of the id. stamp from mauve to royal scarlet or red.

We had thought that the participation of this country in the Berne

Postal Conventions was " a sufficient reason " for conforming to the practice

of the other countries of the Postal Union !

—<-S<:S2^-'^5^S)-»

—
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i^dtr |ssms.

NOTES OF NEW^, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, wlU be foimd under "Philatelic Notes.")

We do nol profess to chronicle everything, hit, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the itnportant novelties may be inclitded. Speculative stamps—i.e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, a7idJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, a}-e invited to co-operate with us

in making the cohimns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us hi

this direction, by sending copies of any official documents relative to changes iti the current issues,

or early intimation of any new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such infortnation

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: EDITOR "LONDON PHILATELIST," EFFINGHAM HOUSE, ArUNDEL StREET, StRAND,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Bermuda.—Le Philateliste Francais in-

forms its readers that the 3^., grey, has been

received surcharged " one farthing," in

black, but we imagine that this is a mistake

for the IS., grey, ah^eady announced. The

American journals also report the |d. green,

surcharged "one farthing"; probably this is

also a mistake.

Ceylon.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co.

inform us that the i rupee 50 cents stamp,

announced as far back as December, 1899,

has only lately been issued, and send us a

copy.

The perf. is 14, but we cannot trace the

watermark, if any, and the paper appears to

be vertically laid.

Great Britain.— According to the

S. C. F., the current -|d., green, stamp exists

in two distinct dies, and may be found

printed on both wove and laid papers.

India.—An officer who has been serving

in South Africa tells the M. J. that Indian

3 pies stamps were used for a time by the

Indian (Native) Transport Contingent there,

showing specimens bearing the " Field Post

Office" mark dated November 25th, 1900.

Our contemporary remarks

—

"Presumably these stamps should only
have been used upon letters to India, but we
are told that most of them were employed
upon local letters posted in the Orange River
Colony. Perhaps the Indian Contingent had
a post office of its own, provided with a small
supply of stamps, the proceeds from which
went to the general expenses of the Military

Post Office, but it seems curious that the

3 pies stamp should have been the one
furnished."

Piittialla.—We are shown a used speci-

men of the I a. Service Stamp bearing one

complete impression and portions of two

others of the red curved overprint, the sheet

having evidently been first put into the press

somewhat out of position, and then passed

through a second time correctly placed.

—

Alwar.—We have received the \ anna

stamp in a new colour. The type is the

same as that of the perforated stamps of

1899, but these are printed from a new stone,

the impressions on which are as close to-

gether as in the early sheets, and there are

now 66 stamps on the sheet, in eleven hori-

zontal rows. The paper and the perforation

are the same as in the last edition.

—

M. J.

Adhesive.

\ a., emerald-green
; pin-perf. about 12.

Sirnioor.—We are shown a used copy

of the 3 pies, orange, with a fresh variety

of the " On S. S. S." surcharge. The word
" On " is in large letters, like those of Type

13 in the Catalogue, but the letters "S" are

taller than before, as tall as the " O," and

have no stops after them ; the lowest one is

also set crooked.

—

M. J.

New Zealand.—The first supply of the

new id. stamps for Universal Postage was

printed in London, perf. \i\, and Messrs.

Whitfield King and Co. now send us a copy,

printed in the Colony, perf. 1 1, and on water-

marked paper.
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The Australian Philatelist reports the

issue of a provisional letter card, and remarks

that this is the first time this Colony has

resorted to the surcharge, and hopes it will

be the last. We fear not.

Adhesive.

id., carmine, Universal Postage, perf. ii and water-

marked.
Letter Card.

°-"-'^
=" red.ijd., mauve on green, surcharged PENNY

A New Zealand correspondent writes :

—

" I will keep you supplied with anything

new in New Zealand issues, and now inclose

twelve of the new id. Universal and twelve

of the hideous i^d. The plates of the id.

are out here now, and so future issues will be

colonially printed. Two millions of the id.

were printed at home and sent out. These

are nearly e.xhausted. I can send you more
if you would like them.

" The i|d. was issued on 7th December,

1900, and the id. on ist January, 1901."

Straits Settlements.—Negri Sembi-

lan.—ll would appear that we shall have to

collect Perak stamps with Negri Sembilan

postmarks, for the M. C. states that the

supply of stamps having run short in Negri

Sembilan, Perak stamps are being used in

the former place.

Perhaps, however, a nice local surcharge

may be resorted to.

Victoria.—Our friends Messrs. Smyth

and Nicolle, of Sydney, write us under date

February 5 th as follows :

—

" Owing to the fact that in consequence

of Federation postage and duty stamps have

to be kept separate, Victoria has found it

necessary to issue a new series, as their

stamps were marked 'Stamp Duly,' and

avail.'iblc for fiscal as well as postal i)ur-

poses.

"They have made use of old dies printed

in new colours, except in the case of the 2UI.

and 5d., wiierc tliey have simply taken out

the word ' Stamp Duly' and inserted ' Post-

age.' Herewith you iiavc six of the lower

values, together with a list of all."

Messrs. Whilficld King and Co. further

l)oinl out that tlic id. value has been allercd

Ijy the addition (jf llic word "Postage" in a

curve Ijenealh llu: (^)uccn's portrait.

'I'he walcmiari< of the specimens before us

is V and Crown, and llic perforations 12 x 12^.

Ad/iiMHii:,

ill., ii'.7j, GiUioim' Typo -ii, ureon,

.. -.171 ro«o.id., iHBj

ad,, 1881

aid., 1BU7

jd., 1866
4d., 1881

;d., 1887
iiil., 186s
n., 1873
ait„ 1881

jii,, 1868

35, IIIUUVC.

4a (I'onluiso), bliio.

16, oraii||a-bruwii.

aSi liinlro.

44 (FuKtniic), cliucolnlc.

I3i P"'"^ urreii.

-i4, dull Diaiiut*.

36, liluc uii |iliik.

17. Iitiic uiid vcniiilitiii

((.'lilourit trnnK|Mi<M:d>.

It is plain therefore that recourse has been

had to some of the older dies in order to

comply with the new regulations separating

the postage and fiscal revenue, and hence

to cease the further issue of stamps bearing

the latter word.

The AJ. J. announces a special post card

in celebration of the " Commonwealth." The

following is a description :

—

"The stamp is that with a three-quarter

face bust, used on the cards of 1882-3,

attached to a fancy scroll with inscriptions,

and on the back of the card, leaving very

little room for writing, is a device formed

of the shields of the various colonies, with

heads of Queen Victoria at the top, of the

Duke of Cornwall and York at the left, and

of Lord Hopetoun at the right, with the

motto, 'ONE PEOPLE, ONE EMPIRE,
ONE DESTINY,' below. We understand

that these are to be printed in five different

colours, of which we liave only seen two

at present."
Post Cards.

id., grey on white; 132x89 mm.
id., orange-brown on white; 132X89 mm.

Western Australia. — A new stamp

reaches us from Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co., and Smyth and Nicolle, value 2kl. and

colour blue.

Design, Swan in oval, " twopence half-

penny" in scroll at top, and "western

AUSTRALIA" at the bottom in a straight

label.

At sides, sprays of leaves and flowers.

It is perforated 14 and watermarked

Crown W A.
Adhesive.

ajd., blue, new design; perf. 14, wmk. Crown W.\.

EUROPE.
.Austria.— N'ariations in the perforations

of Ihe current set are reported, and we have

not pre\iously noted tlie following :

—

Adhesives.

6, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50 heller, aiul i and a kronen, pcrf. 10},

the 50 heller, uerf. i2ixioJ; also ihc 3 and 100

holler, Uii/iaiil Letter Htamps, perf. loj.

Belgium.—Tlie stamp and inscriptions

of the envelope have been changed from

red-brown lo carmine.— J/. C,

Envelope. 10 cenliine«, carmine.

Hosnl\. - From time to time wc have

chronicled dilVerent perfs. of the current

issue, bui ii .ippcars our list was far iVoni

complete, anil wc have therefore to make

the following aildilions :
—

Adhesive. I'oif. loj, > nnJ *J liollor.

,, 111, J heller.

,, ut xio), J heilar.

CKEiE.-Tlic J/, y. K>\cs I'^e following

infuriiuitiun as l«» the piuvision.il siirclun;c
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upon the higher values of the current

stamps :

—

" It appears that although the stamps have
the values expressed in lepia and drachfna,
the money in use hitherto has been piastres
of Turkey, which are worth 21 lepta each.
The 25 1. stamps and higher values were, how-
ever, sold at the rate of 25 1. to the piastre,

as a matter of convenience to the public, and
it was therefore necessary to surcharge
them to show that they were sold under their

actual value. Our correspondent adds that
when the Greek currency has been intro-

duced the surcharge will no longer be
wanted ; but we were told last month that
the overprinting was to cease on Crete join-

ing the Postal Union. The numbers sur-

charged are stated to be

—

" 25 lepta, 100,000. I drach. 7.500-

50 ,. 25,000. 2 ,, 5,000.

5 drach. 2,500."

A new series of Postage Due stamps is

stated to have been issued here, the design

resembling that of the current Norwegians,

although rather a poor imitation. All the

eight values are printed in dark rose-red,

with a wide space between each stamp. A
foreign contemporary states that owing to

the carelessness with which the perforation

has been done only 5 per cent, of the stamps

are well centred.

—

Eweiis Weekly.

France.—At the meeting of the London
Philatelic Society on the 1 5th of this month,

Mr. F. Reichenheim read the following note

on the two printings of the 10 c. and 20 c.

stamps of the new issue of France (Decem-
ber, 1900) :

—

" It has already been reported in the
London Philatelist (January, 1901, p. 18)

that there exist two distinct printings of
' some ' values of the new issue of the French
stamps (December, 1900).

" Those values are the 10 c. and 20 c.

" The first issue was obtained by two im-
pressions, the figures of value, '10' and '20'

respectively, being printed separately into

the design ; the second impression, the pre-
sent one, is produced by one print only.

" In the first print of the 10 c. the figure
' 10' is printed in a much darker shade than
the design, and is quite visible on the back
of the stamp, whereas in the second print
the colours of figures and design are the
same, and no mark of the figures appears
on the back of the stamp.

" In the first print of the 20 c. the figure
' 20' is also printed in a little darker shade
than the design, and the top curve and
bottom dash of the figure '2' touch the inner
left perpendicular line of the square. In
the second print the figure '20' is well centred
and printed in exactly the same shade as the
design."

Mr. Reichenheim exhibited several blocks

of both values, which clearly indicated the

double and single methods of printing. The
first double impressions are badly centred,

both as to the figure and the perforation,

and in their ensemble reflect but small credit

to our good neighbours. It is also an-

nounced that the 15 c. will be changed to

a lighter colour.

Greece.—There appear to be two more
varieties of the Olympian Games issue than

we have chronicled, and from the M. J. we
take the following :

—

Adhcsives.

25 lepta, in red, on 40 1., mauve ; doubh siircharge.

50 ,, in black, on 25 1., in red, on 40 1., mauve.

Hungary.—The 5 krona value has been

added to the set, and the colour is reported

to be claret.

Adhesive. 5 krona, current issue, claret.

Iceland.—Two new stamps are reported

here.

The current set has added to it a 25 aur,

blue and yellow-brown, and a 4 aur, grey,

official stamp.-

Adhesive. 25 aur, blue and yellow-brown, perf. 14 X 13^.

Official Stamp. 4 aur, grey.

Italy.—The M. C. announces a letter

card, issued in December, impressed with

a copy of the current 20 centesimi adhesive

;

size 141 X 80 mm.
Letter Ca?'d. 20 centesimi, orange on yellow.

Norway.—The 60 ore, blue, has now
appeared with the name "norge," in Roman
capitals, completing the current set.

Adhesive. 60 ore, dark blue.

Portugal.—Mr. Ehrenbach informs us

that the 500 reis is now perforated ii|-, like

the other values of the current set.

Adhesive. 500 reis, black on azure
;
perf, 11^.

Mr. Ehrenbach has also seen the 5 r. and

25 r. of the current set without numerals of

,
value se tenant with normal specimens.

These specimens were sold over the counter

at the post office in Oporto in the usual

course, and are apparently therefore genuine

errors.
Adhesives. 5 reis, value oinitted.

25 ., >,

Mr. Marsden calls our attention to the

fact that the vai-ieties of numerals, alluded

to in last month's Philatehc Notes, had

already been noted in this journal. We
regret the oversight.

Servia.—Two new values are reported

by the M. J.
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These stamps are larger in size than the

current issue, and with the name in a

straight hne at the top, a Crown and Mantle

over the oval containing the head, and

numerals in shields below. White wo\e

paper, perf. \i\,

Adhcslvcs. 3 dinars, bright pink.

5 ,, mauve.

Turkey.—We have received from Messrs.

Whitfield King and Co. a sample of the new
Turkish stamps.

The general appearance is similar, though

the stamp is smaller in size, to the 1892-99

issue, but has in the centre the Sultan's

signature, like the 1863 issue.

The value is i piastre, colour blue, perf.

132, and apparently no watermark.

Our friends write: "This design is for

postage on internal correspondence only ; the

set consists of the following values : 5, 10,

and 20 paras, i, 2, 5, 10, 25, and 50 piastres;

colours unknown at present."

There is also a separate issue for inter-

national correspondence, consisting of the

same values, but designs and colours as yet

unknown ; also new Unpaid Letter stamps, of

the values 10 and 20 paras and i and 2

piastres.

Adhesive. 1 piastre, blue; perf. 13J.

AMERICA.
Argentine Republic- Two new values

have been added to the current set, the

3 ccntavos, orange, and 15 centavos, blue,

in the place of the 12 c. and 16 c, now
stated to be obsolete.

Ewen^s Weekly has heard of another

change, the 30 centavos to bright rose-

vermilion colour.

Adhesives. 3 centavos, orange.

IS I, blue.

30 ,, bright rose-vcrinilion.

Costa Rica.—A very handsome set of

stamps is reported in several quarters, and

as this country's record for not creating

unnecessary issues for general postal pur-

poses is a clean one, the new-comers will

be welcome.

The M.J. aiuKJiniccs this issue as follows:

"Tills Kcpul)lic has been provided with a
fine new set of stamps, by (we should
suppose) Messrs. Wateriow and Sons, as
ihcy are beautifully engraved and somewhat
irregularly perforated. Macli value has a
dilVcri'iit design, with a central device in

hlack\ cx( i-pl for the 50 eentiiiios anil 10

colones ; llu; lii^^hcst v;iliie anti the 5 and lo
ceiilinids are of oblong shape, the rust arc
upright reetangtilar. The 1 t cut* has aligiue

of a gentleman about to take a flying leap off

the top of a monument ; the 5 cent., a view
of 'Puerto Simon'; the 20 cent., 'Teatro

Nacional'; the i colon, ' Puente cle Birris'

(a high railway bridge across a valley) ; and
the 10 colones, the Arms of the Repubhc

;

the other \-alues bear portraits of gentlemen
whose names are given on the stamps.

"Adhcslvcs.
" I centimo, black and green.

2 centimes ,, vermilion.

5 „ „ pale blue.

10 ,, ,, yellow-brown.
20 ,, ,, lake.

50 ,, blue and lilac.

1 colon, black and olive.

2 colones ,, carmine.

5 ,, ,, brown.
10 ,, brown-red and pale green.

"We gather that colon is the new name
for dollar., in which sense of the word the

stamps are doubtless expected to do a certain

amount of ^^i^wisation for the benefit of

Costa Rica."

Dominican Republic.—On page 50 we

reported some errors, and now hear of a

20 c, rose, caused by the insertion of a

transfer of that value in the stone for the

\c.

We cannot believe these so-called errors

were accidentally made, and collectors had

better leave them alone. It pays to create

this rubbish, unfortunately.

Ecuador.—The colours of the i, 2, 5,

and 10 c. stamps of the current issue have

been changed. — American Journal of

Philately.

The current 10 cents. Revenue has been

seen used postally, without surcharge.

—

Metropolitan Philatelist.

Adhcsives. i c, scarlet and black.

2 c, green „
S c, grey-liKic „
10 c, dull blue ,,

Postal Fiscal, lo c, dark blue.

United States ok Colomiua.— O/tv/A;.

—The M. J. adds another value tu the pro-

\ isionals of last year, the 2 cents., on dark

blue-green paper.

Adhesive. 3 cents., black on dark blue-green.

Panama.—Another provisional stamp has

been issued here, the 5 c. postage stamp

having been surcharged " A. R. Colon

Colombia," in violet, in three lines. —
American Journal of Philately.

Kixistnilioii Slaiiip. 5 c. blue, violet surclinrye a» nl>o\c.

Uruouav.— Messrs. WhillieUl King ami

Co. send us the 2 cents, and 7 cents, of the

new issue, designs stated to be "('•eniiis of

.Agritultuic" and " l-'crlilily t)f the country."

These stamps du not fall behind the 1 cent.,

S cents., and 10 cents., alreaily ihroniclcd, in

appearance, ami arc a cicilit to the printers.
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Our Ipswich friends also inform us that the

25 c, 50 c, and i peso, of 1890, have been

issued in new colours—olive-brown, lake, and

green respectively.

A dhcsives.

2 centesimos, red ; new design.

7 ,, orange-brown ; new design.

25 ,, olive-brown; design of 1890.

50 „ lake „ „
I peso, green „ „

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Afghanistan.—Mr. Masson has shown

us copies of the following : The 2 abasi of the

1880 type, in dull black on thin white wove
paper, a used copy, unfortunately somewhat

damaged, but quite sufficient to swear by.

Also two varieties of a new 2 abasi stamp,

which he tells us appeared on letters in

August and September last, but has not been

seen since ; it is in the type of the i abasi

of 1893, but is dated 13 16, in Arabic, in the

upper corners, instead of 13 10, and is in-

scribed, at the lower left, do iniskal, do abasi,

instead of ek viiskal, ek abasi. It is printed

in black on the usual coloured tissue paper, of

which two varieties only have been seen at

present.

—

M. J.
Adhesives.

2 a. (Type 39), black on thin luhiti; wove.
2 a. (

3 a. (

44) dull pink,

magenta.

French China.—We hear from Messrs.

Whitfield King and Co. that the 1 5 centimes

stamp is now coming over, surcharged in

carmine instead of vermilion.

Adhesive,

15 centimes, blue, surcharged "Chine," in carmine.

Hawaii.—Mr. C. J. Phillips has seen a

specimen of the 2 c. interisland stamp, in

black on white wove (No. 208 in Catalogue),

printed on both sides. The stamp is used

and on part of the original envelope, and

both impressions are quite distinct.

Macao.—We are shown, of the provisional

issue of 1894, the i a. on 5 r. and the 31 a.

on 200 r. with the overprints upside down,

and the 8 a. on 50 r. doubly surcharged, one

impression upside down and the other

con^ectly placed.

—

M. J.

Mozambique Company.—The 2\ reis,

doubly surcharged with the " Centenario dA

India" overprint, one impression being

straight and the other sloping, is reported

by the M.J.

Persia.—MekeePs Weekly reports two

more values of the doubly surcharged set,

of which we gave a list of three values on

page 20.
AdJiesives.

I shahi, grey, with two surcharges.

4 I,
red „ „

Portuguese Colonies.—We hear that

shortly will be issued 500 and 700 reis

stamps for Angola, Cape Verde, Congo,

Lorenzo Marques, Mozambique, St. Thomas

and Principe, and Zambesia.

Russian Levant. — Le T. Beige an-

nounces that the i kopec for use here is

now overprinted " 4 Para " in black instead

of blue.

Adhesive. 4 para, in black, on i k., orange.

Tunis.—Change of colours, we are in-

formed, has taken place here.

Adhesives. 10 c, carmine.
15 c, grey.

25 c, blue.

^-=>
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H^tlalelk Smtim Settings.

ISirntingljam f Ijilatelic ^on^ty.

//o>i. President—^ . B. Avery.

Hon. Secretary—
G. Johnson, b.a., 208, Birclifield Road, Birmingham.

February 14th. —The following were
mously elected members:— Messrs. J.

Mostyn, M.A., LL.li., W. A. Callaglian, W.
Crick, J. Wilson, C. W. Ruston- Harrison,

Mavrogordato, W. F. A. Peek.

Votes of thanks were given to Messrs.

unani-

N. A.
D.
M.

II.

Alharley and G. A, Coombs for donations to the

library.

February 14th and 15th.—The second auction

sale was held on these two evenings, and was very

successful in every way, especially in stimulating

Philately locally. This was one of the chief

objects aimed at. Good prices were realised, the

best for single stamps being :—Great Britain, lod.,

1847, plate 4, mint, £^ 2S. 6d. Ceylon, lod.,

imperf., £z 17s. 6d. ; 8d., yellow-brown, perf

,

mint, £f) los. Great Britain, 6d., 1847, "sed,

rare colour, double impression, ^^i 9s. ; los.

,

Maltese Cross, £\ ; 20s., Maltese Cross, £v 14s.;

20s., Orb, los. 6d. N.S.W., 2d., Sydney View,

plate 2, 19s. ; 2d., Sydney View, plate 3, £\ is.
;

3d., .Sydney View, ^1.
March 7th.—The following were unanimously

elected members:—Rev. J. Ilighwood, Messrs.

F. S. Saville, i,i..n., A. A. Green, E. Marnscn.
Votes of thanks were given to Mr. W. Morley

for a bound copy of Vol. I. of Morley 's Philatelic

Journal, and to Mr. W. G. Ward for auction

catalogues.

Mr. C. A. Stephenson then gave a display

of New Issues, which was very interesting, as,

in addition to some nice used copies, the col-

lection contained practically every recent Colonial

in mint condition.

We have been very successful in making up our

collection of auction catalogues, and have com-
pleted some sets, cither priced or unpriced. We
should, however, lie glad if some one would
supply us with Cheveley's, Nos. I, 2, 58, 137,

140, 142, and Thos. Bull's, No. 28, 29, cither

priced or unpriced.

Many members have sent in their photos, with

autograph written across the c(jrner. We should

be glad if those members who have not already

sent would do so at their earliest convenience, as

we feel sure it will be a very interesting collection

of photos when completed.

A (JKNKKAI. meeting was held iil Anderlon's

Hotel, Fleet Street, li.C, on Tuesday, March
5th, 1901, lit 7 p.m.

Present :— \Iessrs, Ueiclienheim (chiiir), Hoyf.s,

Braillniry, Cool, I'rcntzel, Hall, Manloii, Meyer,
Sidcboiliiim, Simpson, Si.slcy, Sliidnen, Sullier-

land, Thomson, VVmie, and .SImlc.

Mrs. Wrigley was elected an ordinary member
of the Society. Mr. T. W. Hall gave a display

of part of his collection of the stamps of Peru

(including Pacific Steam Navigation Co.'s stamps

and Chilian stamps used during the occupation of

Peru by Chili) before an interested and appreci-

ative audience. The display was enhanced by a

paper giving valuable information as to many
unchronicled varieties, etc. etc., and when the

last page had been handed round for inspection,

the Chairman passed a hearty vote of thanks to

Mr. Hall for the instructive entertainment he had
provided for the members. The vote was re-

sponded to in felicitous terms, and Mr. Plall

promised to help the Society on a future occasion.

Mr. Walter Morley sent a very fine selection of

Peruvian Fiscals for inspection by the members.
This was much appreciated and carefully examined,

and the Secretary was instructed to transmit the

thanks of the Society to Mr. Morley and to

inscribe them in the minutes. The meeting

terminated at 9.30 p.m.

H. A. Slade, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

iltaucljesttr IJljilattUc .^ocictw.

Presi:/ent—\V. UoRNiNG Beckton.

The eleventh meeting was held at the Grand
Hotel on Friday evening, March 1st, the President

being in the chair, and ten other members present.

Mr. Abbott and Mr. Beckton gave a display of

Sarawak, the exhibit of the former including the

2 c. on 3 c, the second issue imperf, several

stamps watermarked I and L N T, and all the

errors and varieties of surcharge. Mr. Beckton

showed amongst other things the 2 c. on 3 c. on

piece of original with London ])oslmark July 29th,

1876, although in Collin and Caiman's catalogue

it is said not to have been issued until August of

that year.

Tiiic President again took the chair at the twelfth

meeting on Friday, March 151!), and was supported

by eight other members.
.Mr. H. K. Oldlleld was electeil a member of

the Society.

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the Home
.Secretary acknowledging on behalf of the King

the vote of sympathy passed by the Society after

the death of (lueen Victoria.

Two short papers were read, the lirst by

Mr. Gibson calling allention to uncatalogucd

errors in the slamj) of Finland, in which the

figures of value are omitted in the ton right or

leli-liand corners. Mr. Minin pointed out that

in sonic of iho slumps of Uriiish South Africn

there is a disiincl tloi in the centre of the tail of

the left-hand supporter of the coat of arni.H.

G. Frkk II. GiitsoN, //oh. S^\

KUIISAI., MANCIIU!>lkll.
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Suburban ^tamp Clixlrattge (Hub.

Four packets, containing 201 sheets, valued in

the aggregate at ^1,572 14s. lod., were made up
and despatched on the February circuit by the

28th ultimo. JNIany good stamps were offered at

reasonable prices, some fine selections of South
Africans, Colonials, and old Europeans being
contributed. The September and October
packets have returned from circulation, and the

two accounts will be rendered together, as the

Secretary has been pressed for time during the past

few weeks. The sales during both these months
showed a satisfactory increase, and members are

beginning to recognise the fact that the rarer

classes of stamps always find a ready sale at

reasonable prices.

Eight applications for membership were re-

ceived during February, of which five were
entertained favourably. Members are reminded
that club sheets should be used whenever possible,

and contributions, to be in time, should be for-

warded not later than the 20th of each month.
Rules and full information as to the working of

the club will gladly be forwarded on demand.

PI. A. Slade, Secretary.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The sixty-second meetingof the Board of Governors
was held at the Club-house on Monday evening,

January 14th, 1901. Present :—Messrs. Adreini,

Caiman, Low, Luff, Scott, and Perrin. The
Treasurer's Report, showing a cash balance in

bank on January 1st, 1901, of $1,634.65, was read
and approved. The Treasurer reported also that

since January ist, 1501, a bond had been pur-

chased. The Report of the House Committee
was received and read. The Secretary was re-

quested to write to the delinquent members and
stockholders, calling attention to their default

since October ist, 1900, and quoting Section 4 of

the By-Laws. The Special Committee reported
that they had made the investment for the Club as

authorised, purchasing a $1,000 West Shore 4 per

cent, bond due in the year 2361 and guaranteed by

the New York Central, the cost of said bond being

$1,140 : approved. Moved by Mr. Luff, seconded

and carried, that the Board make an appropriation

of the sum of $100 to the Literary Committee, to

be used for the purchase, binding, etc., of books

and papers during the year. The Treasurer was
authorised to renew the lease of the Club-house

for another year at the same rental. The names
of two of the applicants for membership to the

Club having been posted the required length of

time, their names were balloted upon, and Messrs.

Phillips and Ward were declared to have been

unanimously elected subscribing members.

The sixty-third meeting of the Board of Gover-
nors was held at the Club-house on Monday
evening, February nth, 1901. Present :—Messrs.
Andreini, Bruner, Low, Luff, Scott, and Perrin.

A number of communications were read by the

Secretary. The resignation of Mr. Hunter was
accepted, and the Treasurer authorised to transfer

his share of stock to Mr. Klemann. The Trea-

surer's report, showing a cash balance in bank ,of

$460.51, exclusive of $1,000 bond, was read and
approved. The report of the House Committee
was accepted as read. The names of Messrs.

Brown, Chittenden, Green, Lyons, Richardson,

and Williams were dropped from the membership
roll, they having failed to pay their dues, though

three notices have been mailed to each of them.

The President reported having appointed the

following committees to serve during the present

year : Executive—H. L. Caiman, J. O. Hobby,

J. W. George. House—]oh.n N. Luff, Albert

Perrin, G. E. Jones, J. W. Scott, G. R. Tuttle.

Amusement—Jos. J. O'Donohue, jun., Julius

Plerzog, Jas. H. Stebbins, jun., Wm. Knudson,

Jos. B. Leavy. Auditing—
^J.

M. Andreini, Wm.
Thorne, Henry Clotz. Literary—Jos. S. Rich,

H. E. Deals, F. E. P. Lynde. Membership—
Lyman H. Low, Wm. H. Smith, jun., A. Krassa,

W. F. Gregory, J. C. Morgenthau. The name
of Mr. W. F. Gurley having been posted the

required length of time, his name was balloted

upon, and he was declared unanimously elected

a subscribing member of the Club. Adjourned
at 10 p. m.

Albert Perrin, Secretary.
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OVERPRINTS AND MAFEKINGS.
To the Eiiitor of the " Loudon Philatelist."

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Earl, there may or may
not be a precedent for using the stamps of a con-

ouered stale as they were found by the victor, Init

in the case of the Orange and Transvaal States

there would be at least ninety per cent, of the

whole stock seized at once with the capitals, and
probably less than five per cent, would be in the

hands of individuals. The authorities having sole

charge of the mails as well, could have sold and
used the Boer stamps as they were without loss

;

but it is clear that it was intended to create a

demand for at least ten times the normal quantity

that could be used, so these stamps were over-

printed. The motive behind it all was exactly

the same as in Mafeking issue. Why were not

all the coins similarly stamped ?

With reference to the Mafekings, the Editor of

Monthly Journal can well take care of himself,

but the suggestion that Major Evans is a "pro-
Boer" is very delicately put by Mr. Turner,

though stated more bluntly by that gentleman
as to a journal conducted Ijy me, because it has
contended from the first that this issue was un-

justifiable. It is an epithet used by thousands of

ignorant people the last year, expected to silence

at once any opponent, whether on religious,

municipal, political, or ])hilatelical grounds. \<.-i\\

have liijcrally allowed nine pages of your valuable

journal in which are staled certain facts which
— being facts—nobody disputes, yet I should like

to stale in three sentences (he main facts ignored

by Mr. Turner, as proving thai this printing was
unnecessary and speculative.

The official figures show that there were Cape
stamps of the value of /"S6 in stock on 2jrd March,
and thai about ninety letters a week were all that

could be passed out of Mafeking from that date

to the relief, eipial to 720 in all, the charges for

which had been raised lo 6d. and is. each, so

that, allowing the higher rale as a mininunn
average, these would use up less than ^40 worth,

or would last over four uionllis at the original

face v^alue, for it is certain that many of tliese

Idlers were sent merely lo gi'l ihe surcharged
stiim|)s on Iheni passecl genuinely through ihc

post, In adililion lo the Cape issue there was 11

Inrge <|Uiinlily of Itecluianii stamps, that no |)()sliil

ofllcial would have <|ueslioned if used ns lliey

were, making 11 lolal value of ^'298 13s, 41!. in

nil. Now the suiirrmc aulhorilies in Mateking
knew perfectly well tiie prubiibililics of how many

letters could be despatched in such circumstances,

and that the above-named value of stamps was
more than could be legitimately used in a year of

such investment, yet they deliberately increased

the nominal value to fllS '^V t^c surcharging,

and some few persons managed to buy for their

own use and as a speculation close on ^700 worth
of labels that were mostly postmarked in order

to make the gullible collectors here believe them
to be genuinely wanted and used, not calculating

that the Postmaster-General would honestly state

the number of letters and the quantities of stamps
surcharged.

How any sane man can say, in the face of
these facts and figures, that they were justifiably

necessary and not speculative I cannot under-
stand ! Kimberley and Ladysmith were closely

invested, but they did not inflict on us a special

series, though they might had certain officers

been there.

Your obedient servant,

Chelsea. H. W. WaRHURST.

Dear Sir,—Touching Mr. Turner's article in

your last number on the Transv.aal provisionals,

I am very pleased that someone else has given an
opinion at such length on these very curious

i.ssues. Mr. Turner, on page 11, speaks of the

status of stamps " properly issued " at Ruslenburg,

Zcerust, Wolmaransstad, and \'ryburg. Without
further information, how do we know they were
properly issued? The Army Order of October
23rd, 1900, itself speaks of Transvaal stamps
which "may have been overprinted without

authority. " Therefore we may infer that such

stamps existed, also that they were not properly

issued ; else why have them sent to Pretoria in-

steail of allowing them to be used up for postal

purposes? Mr. Turner fails to show (hat the

principal postal authorities gave any orders with

respect lo individual towns tioing their own over-

|)riiUing ; everything points the other way, vi/.

that all official legal overprinting of stamps wus
lo lie done at one place— Pretoria, the seal of

government. Perluijis "forgeries" is not quite «

correct designation for these slumps. Suppose
wc call them local provisionals, issueil during the

Uoer War by Itritish generals with philatelic

inclinations.

Vours fnilhrully,

W. II. Kaki.
NkWCAMI.K, SrAfHUKlNlinKK.
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Note.— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

Mr. C. J. Phillips, of Messrs. Stanley

Gibbons, Ltd., has returned from his extended
American tour, and announces at once his satis-

faction with the results thereof, and his pleasure

at finding a healthy tone in philatelic circles

throughout the States generally. Like others

who have visited our American cousins, he has

experienced the kindest welcome and most gener-

ous hospitality.

* * *

The appreciation of French stamps in unused
condition seems as steady as it is rapid, and we
read of amazing prices at which collections

thereof have changed ownership. The most
recent instance, according to the Echo de la

Timbrologie, is that of the French collection

of M. Visocki, who is well known to many
Philatelists in this country. M. Visocki sold his

collection to M. Bardon for ^2,080, the latter

promptly reselling them to an amateur who
already possessed a strong collection of these

stamps. Curiously enough, shortly after, the

amateur in question resold the amalgamated stock

to M. Bardon for ;,^4,ooo, no less than ^2,400 of

which was immediately realised by the sale of the

following rarities, and others, all unused :

—

1849. I franc, tete-bkhe (;if20o).

1853. I ,, ,, block (;^200).

1853. 80 c. ,, three pairs or blocks.

1852 (Pres.). 10 c, block of four.

1853. S, 40, 80 c, blocks of four.

A number of blocks of four of later issues, and
a nearly complete series of all the "figure of

Commerce " type (£,%o), contributed to the total

value. Our French contemporary may well query
if any so rapid a rise has ever taken place with
another country's stamps.

The following interesting little estimate of the

value of his own and the recently purchased stock

of M. J. B. Moens is made by Mr. E. M. Ruben,
of Copenhagen. We can only hope for his sake
that he may get it !

Marks.

Retail stamps in stock

Russian locals

Envelopes and bands
Post cards

Wholesale stock

Mr. Ruben's own stock

2,400,000
192,800

356,000
178,400
800,000

1,072,800

5,000,000

A quarter of a million sterling is a sum that
will require many sales of entires or locals before
it can be paid into the bank ! We fear that our
own dealers' stocks must be poor indeed beside
that of our enterprising friend in Copenhagen.

" Rumours reaching us from different sources

in reference to the Scott Stamp and Coin Co., we
have obtained from the officers of the Company
the facts and present them plainly, before garbled
and extravagant tales become current," says Mr.
W. F. Gregory in AlekeeVs Weekly, and we may
add that very similar reports have been current in

this country. We do not, however, think there

is much pessimism here ! "Mr. Henry L. Caiman
is the principal stockholder of the Company. He
is also the principal owner of the business—stamps
at wholesale—of G. B. Caiman. Other business

interests of great importance demand Mr. Caiman's
attention, and he offers for sale his holdings in the

Scott Stamp and Coin Co., which represent only

one of his three business connections. The pes-

simist at once concludes that stamp collecting is

dying out because persons of influence are getting

out of it. Mr. Caiman does not propose to dis-

pose of his wholesale business, worth nearly or

quite a half-million of dollars."

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper's sale

of February 14th and 15th.—A catalogue of use-

ful and desirable lots, mostly of the remainder,
mixed, and bulky order. We notice :

—

* Unused.

Finland, 1867-70, lopeni, purple-brown £. s. d.

on grey, the error* . . .240
Naples, 50 gra,, on entire, and four

lower values . . .440
Norway, 1883-4, ring of posthorn not

shaded, 12 ore, pale green, hori-

zontal mint pair* . . .2176
Orange River Colony, "V.R.I." (raised

stops), 6d., carmine, horizontal

pair* . . ..260
Transvaal, Queen's Head, ^d. to 6d.,*

and IS. and 2s. , used
Sets from ;f i 15s. to 2 4 o

Ditto, Queen's Head, provisionals,
" id.", in black, on 6d. , Types 11

and 13 . . ..300
Ditto, Types 13 and 15 . . I 12 o
Ditto, red surcharge. Types 10 and 15 2 10 o

Argentine, 1891, 20 pesos, green .'1120
Mexico, Eagle, 3 c, without surcharge* I 16 o

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper

February 28th and March 1st.

India, 1st issue, \ anna, blue, entire £,

sheet of ninety-six* . . . 9

Ditto, ditto, I anna, red, ditto, ditto 12

Ditto, ditto, 2 annas, green, ditto, ditto 40
Phihppine Islands, 1863, i real, reddish

violet, " HABILITADO POR LA NA-
CION," slightly thinned . . 4

Gold Coast, 20s., green and red* .6

s. d.

12 6
10
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£. s. d.

7 15

8
II 10

66

5 o o

4 o o

5
lO o

12 10 o

5 17 6

II lO o

13 lO

9 9

7 lO

8

I? D

II 10

lO o

10 10 o

4 10 o

15 o

II II o

15
10 o

7
6

5

New Brunswick, is., violet

Nova Scotia, is., violet .

Japan, collection of 790 .

Canada, I2d., black, superb

Newfoundland, 4d., carmine-vermilion

Ditto, 6d., ditto

Ditto, 6^d., ditto*

Ditto, IS., ditto

Ditto, IS., orange . ...
Buenos Ayres, 4 pesos, vermilion,

slight defect

St. Louis, 5 c. on piece .

Ditto, 10 c, ditto

U.S.A., periodicals, set complete, but

9 cents surcharged "specimen" .

Barbados, id. on half 5s.

British Guiana, ist issue, 12 c, cut

square . ...
Ditto, 1856, 4 c, magenta
Ditto, 1862, provisionals, I c, black

on rose, border of pearls, No. 16,

superb . ...
Ditto, I c, black on rose, border of

crossed ovals, No. 12, a little short

at bottom, but showing roulettes

two sides . ...
Ditto, 1862, 2 c, black on yellow,

border of grapes. No. 24, full

roulettes . ...
Ditto, 2 c, black on yellow, border

of pearls, No. 16 . . .

Ditto, 4 c, black on blue, trefoil

border. No. 15, full roulettes

Ditto, ditto, pearl in heart border,

No. I, unused and signed, full rou-

lettes bottom and right side .

St. Vincent, id. on half 6d., pair*

Ditto, 5s., Star*

Ditto, 4d. on is., vermilion

Tobago, 6d., stone, C A* . .

Ditto, 1891-2 provisional, 2\A. on

4d., grey, a superb unused mint

block of four, of which the two
lower stamps are twice surcharged

Trinidad, Lady MacLeod on entire,

but repaired . • 5

Turks Islands, is., prune . . 13

Ditto, 2jd. on is., dull blue, Type lo* 10

Ditto, 2id. on id., dull rc<l, ditto* . 8

Antiocjuia, 1st issue, 2i c, blue* . 9

Ditto, ditto, 5 c, green . . 7

A very fine collection in twelve plain albums,

containing 8,232 stamps, and including a very

fine lot of Natal (ist issue 3d., 6(1., gd., and is.,

errors, etc.), Transvaal (red surcharges, provls.,

unused, etc.), Cape of Good Hope (id.. Wood-
block (2), and 4d. (2) ), and many others, ^^'275.

Mr. W. Hadi-Ow,

February 20th and 2isl.

British l'"asl Africa, 5 annas*
Canada, 12(1., I)lack, "si'ia imkn" in red

I'ullialla, errors, " I'UTllTlAI.I.A " im

i a. and I rupee, bolh in red*

Mafeking, 6(1. on 3(1., Cape
Ditto, 6(1. on 3(1., "it. I'ROTBCTORATK" 2

Dillo, IS. on 6(1. ditto*

Ditto, IS. on 4(1. (.'\\.\t<i

Nevis, 4(1., rose, very line, No. 5"

Ditto, imothcr e(|ually line, No, 7" .

Dillo, ditto, 6(1., lilac, mint, with

side uiarginH, No. 6*
. . I 13 O

7 5 o

5
o
o
o
o
o

3
1 14

3 10

2 4
2 12

2 10

1 10

1 12

1 5

Nevis, another, mint. No. 8*

Ditto, ditto, IS., green, very fine.

No. 3* . . . .

Ditto, another equally fine. No. 8* .

Ditto, perf. 15, engraved, 4d., rich

orange, mint. No. 10*

Ditto, ditto, a superb pair in the dark

rich orange shade, Nos. 7 and 8* .

Ditto, IS., blue-green, with gum.
No. II* . . . .

Ditto, another mint, No. 9* .

Ditto, IS., yellow-green, very fine,

No. 2* . . . . .

Ditto, litho., 4d., orange, mint, No. 4*

Ditto, ditto, 4d., orange, a superb

mint pair, Nos. 11 and 12* .

Ditto, litho., 6d., lilac, mint, with

corner margins. No. 10*

Ditto, ditto, 6d., dark lilac, superb

mint pair, very rare, dark shade,

Nos. 10 and 11*.
Ditto, IS., dark green, superb mint

strip, Nos. 1,2, and 3*

Ditto, wmk. C A, 6d., green, mint*
Orange River Colony, "V.R.I." on

2id., pair, one being the rare type

Antique "2," mint*
Ditto, a single ditto, mint*

Portuguese Indies, 6 on 100 r., green

(Handbook No. 173)*

Transvaal, ist issue, 6d., ultramarine,

block of eight, part gum and very

fine* . ...
Ditto, ditto, 6d., dark blue, superb

mint block of eight*

Ditto, ditto, block of four*

Ditto, ditto, pair*

Ditto, ditto, single*

Victoria, Ist issue, 2d., grey-lilac, fine

background and border

Ditto, emblems, on vertical laid

paper, with gum* .

Western Australia, ist issue, 2d., black

on pale red, printed on back

Messrs. Plumridgk and Co.,

February I2lh and I3lh.

Barbados, 1859, is., brown-black, mint,

horizontal pair*

Ditto, Large Star, 4d., brownish rose*

Ditto, ditto, 6d., orange-vermilion*.

Ditto, provl., id. on half 5s. .

British Columbia, 1865, imjierf., 5 c,
pen-marked and nicked at corner .

Dillo, $1, green, 12J* . .

British Caiiana, 1852, I cent, magenta.
Ditto, 1853, I cent, vermilion .

Cape of Good Hope, triangular, pair,

IS., yellow-green

Ditto, pair, is., emerald-green*

Ditto, Woodblock, 1(1., sc.irk'l

Ceylon, Star, 9(1., lilac brown, impel I'.

Ditto, dillo, 2s., blue, imperf. .

Colombiim Republic, Tohma, 1870,

5 c, black on blue, wove, pen-

niurkeil, block of lo, showing lypes

DiUo, 5 c, black on bud', luMi/.onliil

pen-maikcd pair

Gibraltar, I>1 issue, scl complete*
Nevis, 6(1., grey bluck *

.

I

Dillo, 6(1., ijrccn, C'
A*

c i. d.

I 10

I 16

I 14

I 16

5

2 '7 6

3 15

2 10

3 5

8 2 6

4 5

9 9

3 7

4 «

3 10

3 5

I iS

10 o

II 00
5 5 o

o o
12 O

5 o

4 o

8 o

3 6

4 IS
2 10

3 5

3 »S
2 4

3 15 I)

2

2 6

3 12 6

3 10

2 S ()

3 1

S 5

3 13

3 «S

4 o

4 -J

o
o
o
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St. Vincent, 5s., Star* . . .850
Ditto, one penny on 6d., yellow-

green* . . ..280
Ditto, ditto, ditto, used . .200
Ditto, 4d. on is., vermilion . ,8150
Ditto, 4d. , ultramarine, C A* . .200

Victoria, ist issue, 2d., fine border and
background . . .220

Ditto, 1854-61, IS., blue, rouletted,

on entire . . ..280
Collections—5,837, £&n ; 4,877, ;^59.

* * *

Messrs., Plumridge and Co.,

March 5th and 6th.

Mafeking, id. on Bechuanaland Protec-

torate, ^d., vermilion, inverted

surcharge . ...
Ceylon, lod. , orange-vermilion, iniperf.*

Great Britain, 2d., no lines, no gum* .

Nevis, perf. 15, 6d. , litho., grey-black

Ditto, ditto, IS., pale green

Sydney View, id., Plate i*
Oil Rivers, ^d., in blue, on 2id. (S. G.

No. 25)* . .
^

. .

St. Lucia, IS., on orange, CA, 14*

Sierra Leone, 1897, 2j on 2s.

South Australia, 1 87 1, 4d., Vand Crown
Western Australia, 4d., vermilion,

rough perfs.*

A good collection of 5,989

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson,

February 26th and 27th

Brunswick, ist issue, 2 sgr., blue, a

pair, part gum, small pinhole be-

tween the stamps* . , . 4 10 o
Great Britain, 8d., orange, block of

twelve* . . • • 5

Winterthur, 2J r., slightly thinned* . 3

Ceylon, 8d., yellow-brown, perf. . 5

Ditto, IS. gd., green"' . . . 3

Ditto, IS., lilac, no wmk., two or

three perfs. missing* . . 8
Shanghai, collection of seventy-six . 8

Buluwayo, 1896-7 provisionals, " One
Penny " on 3d.

,
grey, pair . .90

Mafeking, is. on 6d., lilac on red, sans-

serif surcharge . . .70
Ditto, full set of nineteen . . 19 10

Rustenburg, provisionals, ^d., id., 2jd.,

3d., 6d., IS., 2s. 6d., surcharged

"V.R." in violet . . . 4
Canada, 74d., green, no gum* . . 3

New Brunswick, is., small margins,

little thinned . • • 5

Newfoundland, 6^d., scarlet, no gum* 5

U.S.A., Newspaper stamps, 1875-9,
I c. to $60, three highest values

pen-marked, rest*, 9 c., no gum . 9 5

7 10

2 8

I 16

3 IS
I 12

8

I 12

2 6
I 18

2 15

2

90

10

o

5
o

S

5

4
o

10

10

15

14

4

£, s. d.

Grenada, id., Large Star, mint blocks

of eight, each* . . .300
Ditto, block of four* . . . i 10 o

Nevis, litho., 6d., grey. No. 11* .400
Ditto, another, slightly thinned, No. 4* 300

Buenos Ayres, 5 pesos, olive-yellow* .11 00
Fiji, Times Express, set* . .526
A collection on loose sheets, about 6,000 42 o o
Another in album, about 4,400 . . 70 o o

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson,

March 12th and 13th.

Gibraltar, 1st issue, set complete* , 4 12 6
Great Britain, imperf., id. on bleute,

block of twenty-three, Plate No.
94* . . ..900

Ditto, £\, purple-brown, Crowns,
vertical pair *

. . .650
Russian Levant, 1865, 20 k., blue and

red . . ..400
Tuscany, I soldo, yellow, strip of three,

full gum* . . . 4 17 6
Ditto, 60 crazie, no gum, little cut

into at top corners *
.

Ditto, 2 soldi, pair on entire .

Ceylon, gd., imperf., ditto

Mafeking, is. on 6d., sans-serif sur-

charge . ...
Transvaal, 1877, 3d., imperf., red sur-

charge . ...
Ditto, 6d., blue, imperf., with in-

verted surcharge, but small tear in

left top corner*
Ditto, 6d., blue, fine roulette, with

inverted surcharge, slightly damaged
Ditto, IS., green, fine roulette, with

inverted surcharge, thinned .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, the variety with
wide spacing, slightly damaged

Vryburg, Boer occupation of, Cape sur-

charged " Z. A. R.", -|d.. Id., 2^d.,

and 6d. , on pieces of original

Ditto, ditto, ditto, Jd., green, strip

of three, centre stamp being the

variety with wide spacing *
.

Ditto, id., red, similar strip *
.

Transvaal, ;^5, green, "V. R. L" *
.

U.S.A., 1 86 1, 3 c, scarlet, pen-marked
Ditto, 1869, 90c., mint,* ;^3 12s. 6d. h

Ditto, Executive, I to 10 c.

Nevis, 6d., litho.. No. 10*
Antioquia, 1st issue, 2J c, blue, with

gum * , ...
British Honduras, 6, in red, on 10 c,

mauve, and 6, in black, on ditto,

both with inverted surcharges, used
together on entire

Collections, etc. :—2,386, ;^i5 ; 6,800,

;i^30 (West Africans); I78,*;!^298s.

;

4,830, ^60.

10 o
o o
o o

5 o

15 o

15 o

5 o

5 o

10 o

650

,s
10

=; 10

6

4 7 6

3 15

3 15

4 4

7 5
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^ht ^tng €iiU3avi) (Stampij.

E are weary of reading the surmises, reports, and con-

tradictions thereof that permeate the daily and weekly

newspapers as regards the impending changes in our

stamps. Needless to say that they practically all

emanate from the too fertile brain of the covimencemetit

de Steele pressman, and generally display remarkable

ignorance of the true requirements and difficulties in

the production of the postage stamps of this country.

We have been informed on good authority that the

whole question is actively engaging the attention of the

Department, but that, in all i)robability, several months

will elapse before any new series can be placed on sale.

Meantime the halfpenny has changed its hue on the cards and envelopes, and

with (jnc exception we arc practically in line with the other countries of the

Postal Union. The colour of the id. must, however, be changed to a shade

of red or pink, as accepted by the other countries at the Berne Conference.

We have already to bear sufficient unfriendliness from our neighbours, much
of which is engendered by the national characteristic of doing what we think

right in our own way and regardless of other people's feelings. In this case

wc are advertising t(j the whole world that, although all other nations accept

the Postal Union colours, tve make a law unto ourselves and decline to accredit

a condition that finds cordial approval throughout llu- worlil. We earnestly

trust that no ground of official objection or expense will stand in the way of

the future penny stamp reversion to its pristine red, or a kindred shade.

Writing before the lUidget, we wonder that the Chancellor t.)f the Ex-

chequer should not turn iiis mind to the raising of revenue by a War Tax
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Stamp. A halfpenny adhesive stamp—available also for postage, for con-

venience' sake—of an appropriate and patriotic type should be compulsorily

affixed to all current agreements, transfers, bills, receipts, cheques, and, in fact,

to every written instrument of daily use. A colossal sum would be raised in

this manner, and without the crushing of particular classes that is the common
appanage of the Budgets of later years.

Since the foregoing was penned we learn that the Commissioners of

Inland Revenue have given notice in the Gazette that the use of all the

existing dies for postage and revenue covers, envelopes, and stamps has been

discontinued, and that new dies will be used on and after the ist of June
next.

THE PENNY AND SIXPENNY VALUES, 1861-1883.

By J. WRAY-MERCER, B.A.

^^^ OPULAR as the stamps of the British Colonies, especially

^^ S^ the West Indian group, have always been, the more sur-

^m^ prising is it that those of the island of Grenada have

ffl systematically received from the specialist - collector so

M^ little attention. Though it is very interesting to observe

in the various catalogues of the last five years the gradual

and cautious evolution of the muddling classification of these stamps

generally obtaining at the present day Messrs. Stanley Gibbons in 1895

merely list the issues of the early penny and sixpenny values without and

with Star watermark, whereas in 1897 the same cataloguers not only split

the watermarked stamps into Small and Large Star issues, but further sub-

divide the latter in the case of the penny into compound and simple

perforations. Messrs. Bright, though they were, I believe, the first in 1896

to mention these particular values upon Large Star paper, have never

undertaken the further subdivision of the lower value as regards perforation,

but chronicle in 1897 another issue, a penny stamp, perforated 14, upon

Small Star paper, which they again suppress in their 1900 list. Scott's

Catalogue all along refuses to admit the penny, Large Star, perforation 14,

except in the small print reserved for minor varieties it is high time that

an endeavour was made to fix more or less definitely some classification

which would, by compelling conformity between the several contradictory

self-styled " Standard Catalogues," clear up some of the mystery which

does, and of necessity must under existing circumstances, attach itself to

these stamps. The only article of any moment to be found relating to

these stamps, excepting the section on Grenada in the Philatelic Society's

work on the West Indies, appeared in the London Philatelist of November,

1897, where Dr. Stanley Taylor, giving an account of his researches
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among them, mentioned his principal conclusions concerning the penny

and sixpenny values, which, to sum up, were: (i) that there is a greater

variation to be observed in the perforation of these stamps than had hitherto

appeared
; (2) that the sideway position of watermark found among them

had a deal more significance than was usually allowed it.

It is the listing by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, in their 1900 Catalogue,

of the penny, perf 14, upon Small Star paper (which I described some

three years ago in the Stamp Collectoj's' Fortnightly), so long debarred

from a separate and proper place, that causes me to hope that this article

may be the means of calling attention to other stamps no less deserving

of a similar recognition.

Not being able to obtain either from Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.,

the printers of the stamps in question, or from the Postmaster or Governor

of the island any official intelligence which would, had it been forthcoming,

have been a material aid (by giving the number of different batches of

stamps sent out from the printers and by fixing the date of these various

emissions) in deciding upon some such definite classification, one is com-

pelled to turn and see if any information is to be gathered from the stamps

themselves. Upon a careful examination the penny and sixpenny values

issued prior to 1883, of which alone I propose here to treat, may be divided

into two primary groups, those with compound and those with simple

perforations; the latter may be further subdivided into two sub-groups

gauging 14 and 15 respectively, thus giving in all three distinct perforations

only. There are those who decline to recognise the admissibility of the

simpler perforations on the ground that " the perforations of all Grenada

stamps are impossible to measure," while there are others who would have

the simpler gauges, 14 and 15, to be merely 14x14 or 15x15, that is,

members only of the compound series 14-15^; both these propositions

are easily disproved, the first by experiment, the latter by remembering

that should their view be correct, these then casual compounds, 14 x 14 and

15x15, should not be any commoner than any possible compound, say

14X 15 or I5|x 14; furthermore, that the is., violet, of 1875, prepared by

the same firm, is perforated 15 in the simple manner. A certain amount

of difficulty may indeed be experienced in measuring the compound
perforated serie.s, since if the number of holes in any large block of these

stamps be counted to the space of 2 cm., a difference of gauge will be

observed in (hTfcrcnt places measured along this line ; moreover, the work

done by the machine used in producing them is of the coarsest description,

in many cases the needles barely piercing the i)aper at all ; but here the

immeasurability matters not in the least, for I take it no one is desirous

to separate cnit and collect all the possible combinations of 14, 14^, 15, 15^.

If the simpler gauges, 14 and 15, which are as a rule clean-cut and well

defined, appear occasionally to be somewhat roughisli, the cause lies in

the texture of the paper, and not so much in the .shortcomings of the

apparatus employed in producing them.

There are two varieties of watermark found among these particular

stamps, distinguished as the Small and Large Star; and although an excellent

description of lhe.se Star watermarked papers is to be foiuul in lln- Stanley
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Gibbons Handbook on Barbados, pp. 41-48 (wherein not only are they

minutely described, but once and for all the old fallacy that the two sizes

of Star may appear upon the same sheet of stamps has fairly been exploded),

there is a very important point connected with these watermarked papers

which has never to my knowledge satisfactorily been cleared up, namely,

the varying position of the Star, which may be found among the stamps

printed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. sideways as well as upright.

The usual opinion expressed is that this variation is only caused by the

carelessness of the printers ; however, if a careful consideration be given

to the subject, one is compelled to doubt the accuracy of such explanation.

A considerable and lengthy discussion took place as early as 1874 in the

Stamp Collectors' Magazine (vol. xii.) upon the matter, and the principal

conclusions arrived at by the Philatelists engaged in it were that it denoted

a difference of issue. The President of the Philatelic Society of that day,

however, gave the opinion that the change of position of watermark was

owing " to the stars being turned when cleaning the plates or when they

became worn." Messrs. Bacon and Napier, in the St. Vincent Handbook

(P- 53)) say this latter reason "is rather far-fetched and not to say gro-

tesque," and go on to state in the same work that the true solution of the

question is as follows :
" As the paper was sufficiently large to allow of the

plate being printed on it in either position, the printer was quite indifferent

as to how the paper was placed, and were it not that this particular water-

mark is a symmetrical figure we should, doubtless, occasionally find it

inverted as well as sideways." Of course, it is impossible in regard to

the Star watermark to decide whether it does appear inverted or not, so

the question must necessarily be abandoned ; but in the other case the above

solution is not at all satisfactory when applied to Grenada, or, as the same

authors afterward themselves state, to Barbados. For in the Handbook
of the latter country, while describing the 3d., lilac-brown, and the 5s., rose,

of 1873, they say that "both these values were printed upon Small Star

paper, but unlike all the other Star watermarked stamps of Barbados, the

paper was put into the press sideways, so that we find the stamp to have

two rays pointing upwards instead of one only as usual." Continuing,

they say: "For the threepence half- sheets were used, the paper being

divided horizontally as for the stamp of the two previous issues. The
plate of the 3d. measured 9| x 9tV, that is, it was the same width and
exactly half the length of the Queensland plates, for which the Small

Star paper had been made. There was therefore no reason, had the printers

been so inclined, why the stamp should not have been printed so that

the stars would be in their normal position. For all that we have never

seen any of this value except with the Star sideways!'

In Grenada, too, a fixed position of watermark is found attached to a

particular stamp ; thus in the case of the undoubtedly distinct varieties :

—

1875. IS., violet, . . . Watermark upright.

1880. Jd., mauve . . . „ sideways.

„ zjd., claret

.

. . . „ upright.

4d., blue ....,,
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Large Star, id., blue-green . . . Watermark sideways.

,, ,, 6d., vermilion . . . „ upright.

„ „ id., green, perf. 14 . . „ „

The position of watermark given above for the |d., mauve, 1880, was

recently questioned, I know, by Mr. Hausburg, in a letter to the London

Philatelist criticising Dr. S. Taylor's similar conclusions upon this very

subject ; the number of exceptions, however, to be found is infinitesimally

small when compared with those showing the watermark positioned as above.

In fact, though during the last three years I have examined many hundreds

of this particular stamp, I have only been able to find one contradictory

example. These rare exceptions to the general rule, as in the case of the

|d,, may, and one would expect it to, exist in the other stamp mentioned

above, and as such might certainly be said to be due to the printer's careless-

ness. But to suppose that during the process of printing some particular

stamp, such as one of those given in the above list, the sheets of paper were

placed in the press haphazard is to contradict the evidence of one's own
senses, for one would find the same stamp to occur with either position

of watermark in similar numbers, or, at any rate, in numbers more pro-

portionate, which we do not.

It has also been suggested that the variation in position of watermark

was introduced in some way to guard against forgery. Whether this was
the case, or whether, as is much more likely, it was a method to distinguish

the different printings, or was even necessitated by some change in the

manner of delivery of the sheets of paper to the printing press, one cannot

possibly .say ; but one thing does remain certain, and that is that every

unquestionably distinct West Indian stamp printed by Messrs. Perkins

Bacon and Co. shows a uniformity in the position of its watermark.

If therefore this be the case, we have a very valuable supplementary

method which may serve as a help in distinguishing different issues or

printings of certain stamps. I do not for a moment contend that, because

two individual stamps possess this difference one from another, one is

permitted to say upon such evidence alone that they are different issues ; but

what I do maintain is, that if two such stamps showing this distinction

in watermark are also separable, not only by a difference of perforation, but

in addition by a different shade, by a difference of texture of pai)cr, and that,

furthermore, different periods of use are clearly indicated by dated postmarks,

one is fully justified in describing them as separate emissions.

There can be little reason to doubt the accuracy of the date, 1 864, given

by most authorities as denoting the year during which stamps upon Small

Star paper first appeared ; though both Messrs. Scott and Bright, in their

latest catalogues, do give it as i860, which conjecture must be inaccurale,

since tiie Grenada Mouse of Assembly did not pass the Act authorising

the preparation and sale of postage stam[)s till I'Vbruary of the following

year, 1861. So, allliough one may be fairly safe in accepting the )-ear 1864

as tile commencement of the use of tiiis paper, the nuiltituile of conllicting

opinions which have been expressed as to the tluration ami liiscontiiuiance of

its employment Messrs. Scott and Bright date its termination in iSCO;
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Millington, on the stamps of the British Empire, would have it supposed that

it was in continuous use until 1883 ; Mr. E. D. Bacon, in his descriptive account

of the Tapling Collection, in the Monthly Journal, would seem to set an end

to its use in 1870; the London Philatelic Society's work on the stamps

of this island mentions 1875 ; while Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, who up to the

present year had not committed themselves at all, apparently give it till after

1879 compel one, in the absence of the necessary official authority, to

investigate the subject as far as possible by means of the stamps themselves.

Between 1861 and 1883 there were two kinds of postmark used for

cancelling the stamps of this island

—

(i) the well-known A 15 type, (2) a

circular form bearing one of the following dates: 1862, 1872-82. With the

exception of 1862, which is very frequently to be met with, I have never

seen the circular form bearing a date prior to 1872 upon any stamp, so

naturally conclude the first type must have been the principal one in use

between 1861 and 1872, with the one exceptional year. All other dates, how-

ever, between 1872 and 1882 inclusive are to be met with in great numbers.

Although the is., violet, issued in 1875, appears most usually with fornis

dated 1875-82, it is to be met with postmarked "A 15 "; so, although one can

reasonably affirm that "A 15" was the usual obliteration before the year 1872,

there is no evidence that after the latter year the A 1 5 type was entirely

replaced by the dated kind, but it is manifest that its use must have been

materially lessened. All the stamps prior to 1872 I have seen upon original

covers have borne in addition to the A 15 type cancelling the stamp itself

the circular dated form upon other parts of the envelope.

Although it may be true that dated postmarks are of doubtful value in

deciding a question of precise date of issue, there can be no doubt whatever

that they can effectually locate a period of use. If, now, a number of used

copies of the watermarked penny and sixpenny stamps be examined, the

following interesting points will present themselves: (i) It will be noticed that

the Small Star paper must have been in use twice, namely, for the early water-

marked stamp of both values, and again, in the case of the penny, during

1879-83, in that of the sixpenny from 1876-83 ; for though the penny will be

found bearing postmarks dated 1872-73-74 (that of the later year being

noticeably less numerous), it does not again appear with any date prior

to 1879, an interval of five years before its reappearance. A similar though

shorter gap is left in the case of the sixpenny. (2) That the stamps upon

Large Star paper will be found to fill up this interval in each case, for the

penny upon this paper bearing dated postmarks 1874-79 are numerous, no

date prior to 1873 being found; the sixpenny upon this variety of paper

will be found in large numbers dated 1874.

Placing the results thus obtained in tabular form, we have :

—

One Penny. Sixpence.

Small Star . 1864 to 1873-4. ... 1864 to 1873-4.

Large Star . 1873-4101879. ... 1873-4 to 1875.

Small Star . 1879 101883. ... 1876 101883.

I do not hold that the method by which the above table is prepared

is one that can theoretically lay claim to perfect accuracy, but that the
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result is a fairly correct one I cannot doubt ; for though I have examined

hundreds, I may say thousands, of these particular stamps, I have never yet

met with a single contradictory example. In the same way I do not put

forward the following classification as one decisively proved correct, but

only as an arrangement which, as it is suggested and supported by a study

of very large numbers of the stamps themselves, is empirically so.

{To be continued.)

%\\t ''^mit issxus" of Cleglom

By baron PERCY DE WORMS.

^' HAVE read with very great interest Mr. Bacon's paper on the

" Pence Issues " of Ceylon in the current number of the London

Philatelist. His object in writing it was to clear up some

points raised by me in a previous article, a task he has most

admirably accomplished. I should like, however, to add a few

' remarks.

The letter of August 6th, 1858, from Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. to the

Agent-General for the Crown Colonies is most interesting, as it shows that

the intention of Messrs. Perkins Bacon was to print the Four Pence and Ten
Pence in the same colour. Their intention must have been altered, as the

stamps are in quite different colours, and in the list of consignments every

lot of the Ten Pence is described as " red," whilst the first of the Four Pence

is called " light pink," and all subsequent lots of this value " pink." There is

also no apparent reason why the Four Pence and One Shilling envelopes

should have been printed in pink and yellow respectively, thereby increasing

the number of colours to eight.

I believe the Tapling Collection contains a Five Pence die proof in black,

on India paper, but no plate proof of this value at all. I have never seen

the plate proof, and should be interested to know if Mr. Bacon can throw

any light on the point.

Amongst other die proofs the Society's rooms exhibit the One Penny on

India paper, and the Ten Pence, One Shilling and Nine Pence, and Two
Shillings on ordinary wove paper, all in black. Arc they originals or re-

prints ?

The imj)crf()rate Half Penny, like nearly all stamps which were printed

by Messrs. De la Rue and Co., on both blue and white papers, is found on

bleut^ paper.

There is a very curious point with regard to the supplies of theSix Pence im-

perforate. The first,consisling()f6o,ooo, was sent on July 26111,1855. Assuming
these to have been used at the same rate as the subscquenl supplies of this

value iinperftjrate, they would have l)een exhausted about the eiul of 1S56.

Mr. Bacon says :
" The remainder uf the list of the consignments of stamps,
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as given in the Society's work, is correct " ; and further on, " the list may
now be considered as absolutely correct." This being so, as the second supply

was not sent till May 14th, 1858, it follows that the Six Pence value could

not have been in use during a period of about eighteen months.

Mr. Bacon has conclusively proved that only one supply of the One Shilling

and Nine Pence was ever forwarded to the Colony, of which the yellow-green

shade must have formed part. Now the paragraphs quoted from the Philatelist

of September, 1867, and April, 1868, clearly show that this variety was issued

intermediately between two lots of the ordinary shade. It is therefore now
practically certain that the yellow-green stamp was, as suggested in my article,

not issued before 1867, although it had been in Ceylon since 1859. Its great

rarity, both used and unused, as compared with the ordinary shade, can most

probably be accounted for by a very small number having been printed, and

by one dealer, at any rate (as incidentally shown in the paragraph quoted by

Mr. Bacon), having only secured the commoner shade, unused.

Mr. Bacon gives a complete list of each value imperforate. I have made
out the numbers issued perforated, which are as follows :

—

Id. 1,209,160 9d. 43,200

2d. 93.360 lod. (p. 15) 24,000

4d. 20,400 lod. (p. 1 2 J) 59,040

5d. 100,800 IS. 127,200

6d. 74,400 2S. 8,880

8d. S>76o

Can the existence of the One Penny, no watermark, and One Penny,

watermarked Crown CC, perforated about 11 J, be explained?

The specimen of the Four Pence, watermarked Crown CC, in the Tapling

Collection, which is described as being on paper almost as thick as thin card-

board, is merely an ordinary specimen coated very thickly with gum, which

is not original.

In the Stamp Collectors Magazine, vol. viii. page 74, proofs of the Ten
Pence envelope stamp in the colour of issue, rose-carmine and black, on

glazed card are chronicled.

The following is a complete list of all the envelopes issued :

—

id.

2d.

795>76o

41,000

6d.

9d.

11,920

4,960

And 4,000 each of the 4d., 5d., 8d., is., is. 9d., and 2s.

K^^^)^
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Note.— T^e co-operation of Philatelists is invited in order to make these columns of a varied

and interesting; nature.

URUGUAY, 1836-1889, DISCOVERIES.

R. H. Griebert, of New Bond Street, whose grand collection of the

stamps of this country recently excited so much admiration at the

Paris Exhibition, writes as follows :

—

" We have pleasure in forwarding for your notice some interesting stamps of

Uruguay from Mr. Griebert's collection. Since he wrote his article as to his dis-

covery of the various types of the 80 cents, and i real Diligencia, first issue, 1856,

in the Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung in January, 1900, showing three different types

of the I real, he has come across a fourth type, and we inclose herewith the four

different types ; of course there may be still more, but in his opinion there is hardly

any more space left to find a fifth one."

The specimen forwarded has the following spacing on the left-hand side

of the bottom label between the outer edge and the beginning of the inscrip-

tion of value :

—

Type I. 16 mm
„ II. 18 „

„ III. 20 „

„ IV. 22 „

We have carefully examined Mr. Griebert's specimens, and can bear out

his measurements. Type III. is the new discovery.

Our correspondent further writes :

—

" We also inclose two other interesting stamps which, according to Dr. Wonner's

work, pages 22 and 23, have been known to exist and have been used from the

9th August, 1857, to the 1st November, 1857. These were therefore issued before

the so-called second issue of three stamps of ist November, 1857. He had only

shown in Paris the 180 centcsimos, but has now come into possession of the other

stamp mentioned in Dr. Wonner's work, viz. the 240 centcsimos."

These arc of the well-known, long-debated type of olden daj-s—the large

Uiligencia stamp.s, 180 c, green, and 240 c, red, with " Dii,u;i:nci.\ " above,

value below, and sides occupied by seven pearl-shaped ornaments.

The other " di.scovcries " of Mr. Griebert arc in his own words: "The
only kn(nvn copy of the 120 cents. Montevideo issue of 1859, type cut in

half, used as 60 cents, on original envelope; also the same stamp, of whicli

the bottom outer line is entirely mi.ssing." This is a very clear instance

of a defective impression, similar instances of which may be fouiul in .some

of tile Victorian issues. Among thi- more recent issues a block of four

of the Paz issue, 1897, surcliarge reversed, and the .same stamp 'without

suir/itiixc, iiiiperf. vi-rlioil/y, in a block of four, were also forwanled by

Mr. Griebert as being unchronicled varieties.
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THE TAPLING COLLECTION.

GENEROUS offer of a stamp collection to the nation has been made
in the United States, but as certain conditions were made as to

its continuance the authorities—to the great regret of all true Philatelists

—

have felt constrained to refuse this public-spirited offer. In comment thereon

the M. P. makes the following remark :

—

" It will be remembered that the British Museum refused to accept a much more

valuable collection unless accompanied by a sum of money sufficient to bring in

enough interest to pay for the care of the gift. The final result was that the sum of

;^ 1 0,000 was added to the gift of a one-hundred-thousand-dollars collection. This

has secured to the British metropolis one of the finest stamp collections in the world,

and perhaps the only one that with a little patience can be examined by any person

having the time to devote to that purpose."

There is absolutely no foundation for this statement. The terms on

which the late Mr. T. K. Tapling bequeathed his collection to the nation were

accepted by the Trustees of the British Museum without any stipulation

of this or any other kind. It is to be regretted that such a reasonable

condition could not have been embodied in the bequest, and we can but once

more most earnestly entreat the Trustees of the British Museum to carry

on and complete the collection—with the loyal assistance of all British

Philately

—

before it is too late.

THE DANGEROUS SWISS FORGERIES.

HE denouement of the proceedings with regard to these and other highly

dangerous forgeries reported in our recent issues is hardly as satis-

factory as could be desired. Henri Bauche, "described as a commercial

traveller," was expected at the Old Bailey on Monday the 25th of last

month, and a considerable number of gentlemen connected with both

amateur and professional Philately were present to give hini the warm re-

ception that his commercial travelling so well merited. However, after

spending a couple of days in the cheerful and comfortable regions of

Newgate Street, M. Bauche disappointed his "friends" by not putting in

an appearance. There were doubtless ample grounds for excusing his

attendance—want of health, absence of mind, or what not—but a ruthless

Court of Law took no heed thereof, cruelly escheated his bail of ;£'200, and

with merciless severity actually issued a warrant for his arrest ! Under these

circumstances, perhaps, M. Bauche's return to commercial philatelic travelling

in this stony-hearted island may be deferred.

The prompt action taken by members of the trade cannot, however, fail

to exercise an excellent deterrent effect, and we trust that in this case they

may be also recouped for their losses.
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THE DUKE OF CORNWALL.

HE public are well abreast of H.R.H.'s movements on his great colonial

trip, and Philatelists will be glad to hear that the voyage will not

be uneventful as regards the Duke's collection, as we read that when " in

Malta he honoured Baron Testaferrata Abela not only by appointing him

C.M.G. (an honour which his late father also possessed), but by accepting

from him a most valuable collection of stamps which the Baron had

collected for some forty years."

While congratulating the Royal President of the London Society on

his honour, we are confident that there is not a member of the Society

who would not cordially follow H.R.H.'s example in this happy instance

!

SUGGESTED NATIONAL STAMP COLLECTION FOR INDIA.

CORRESPONDENT kindly sends us the Indian Daily News of March 5th,

which contains an interesting account of the Viceroy's visit to the

Victoria Hall at Calcutta. This building includes in its many treasures

coins and war medals relating to India, and our contemporary strongly urges

the inclusion of a representative collection of the stamps of India—an

aspiration which we most cordially agree with. We quote portions of

this interesting article :

—

"There are many who are not even stamp collectors themselves who would

welcome, as a very desirable attraction to the galleries, a complete national collection

of the stamps of India, and, if possible, of Afghanistan, of the purely Indian Native

States, and of the Island of Ceylon. The postage stamp is essentially a product

of the Victorian Era, and Indian stamps have all along been interesting and well

worthy of the land they serve. A collection of all the Indian issues of Her late

Majesty's reign— postal, telegraph, and fiscal—arranged as is the great national

general collection in the British Museum on sliding glass-protected panes would take

up but little room, and prove as an exhibit of popular interest second to none

in the wliole building. Few can amass a really fine collection of Indian engravings,

or even coins or medals, but the stamp appeals to all, irrespective of race or age,

sex or creed. As a humanising element in our complex social economy it has

few rivals, and the ' Queen's head ' of the past has a right to cnshrinement in all

the varying phases of its fascinating charm within the coming Queen's Hail.

"It is probable that a specimen of every single issue of the reign could still

be procured, though several will not be available for long. Most of the stamps

might easily be obtained by asking for them from the Government of India, and

cxj)erts could readily indicate the whereabouts of any not to be so oblaincil.

Beginning with Sir Bartle Frcrc's famous 'red, wiiite, and i)lue' Scindo Dak trio,

on through the early lithographed issues to those of the several I)e la Rue series; by

[)ost cards and envelopes, oflicials with their surcharges, telegraphs and fiscals and

surcharged [jrovisionals, the issues (also surcharged) of the si.x convenlioned Native

Slates—Chamba, laridkhot, Gwalior, Jliind, Nablia, and I'atiala—and the special

'China ICxpi'dilionary l''orce ' ((MC.K.) set, and not forgetting essays, trial proofs,

llic hclatL<l six aiuia slam() (which can now never appear), am! the few interesting

forgeries which liavi; been inflicted on us, a permanent and higlily allraclive eoUoclion

might be placed on vit w at small cost, the value of which would infallibly increase

with tliu growth of lime. The I'hilalelie Society of India, whose President is
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Mr. C. Stewart -Wilson, Postmaster-General of the Punjab, would doubtless readily

do what it could to assist in the formation of the collection. Not only might

a purely Indian Imperial collection be formed, but the way might be paved for

the gradual acquirement by gift or by purchase of the issues of Ceylon, of Afghani-

stan, and of the Indian Native States. Many of the earlier issues of these countries

are rapidly being assimilated by private collections, and must inevitably become
impossible of acquirement in course of a short time. Early requests to ruling chiefs

and searchings among collectors might, however, speedily result in the formation

of a very representative collection of all such stamps as are yet available. The stamp-

issuing Native Feudatory States are (or were) Alwar, Bamra, Bhopal, Bhor, Bundi,

Bussahir, Charkari, Cochin, Dhar, Duttia, Faridkhot, Holkar (Indore), Hyderabad,

Jammu, and Kashmir, Jhalawar, Jhind, Kishengar, Las Bela, Nepaul, Nowannuger,

Poonch, Rajnandgaon, Rajpeepla, Scinde, Sirmoor, Soruth, Travancore, and Wadwan.

Some of these States have ceased to issue their own distinctive stamps, and others

are on the point of doing so. The difficulty of ever obtaining complete collections

of their stamps, which are beyond doubt genuine originals, is becoming accentuated.

They are, as representatives of the activities of a bygone day, of considerable

historic, not to say antiquarian, interest ; all of them belong to the Victorian Era, and

a few years must see many of them quite unattainable. . . . Each country should

have its own public national special collection, and its national collection should

be housed in a public building accessible to all. India's stamps should be found in

India's Victoria Hall, and India's pioneer example would, we may be sure, be

speedily followed by other enlightened nations of the world. To-day is the time

for making a beginning as far as India is concerned, and the Victoria Hall is

the casket in which the philatelic issues of the nineteenth century and Victoria's reign

should be carefully and lovingly housed."

THE ROMANCE OF A BADEN- POWELL.
BY J. R. F. TURNER.

JHILE attending one of Stevens' auctions last September a set of the

Special Siege Slips issued in the town throughout its investment was

put up for sale. It occurred to me at the time that as it might contain

valuable information concerning the Siege Stamps it would be a desirable

purchase, and despite the fact that the reserve was not reached in the auction

room I succeeded in buying it subsequently by private treaty. It was during

the return journey to Oxford that I was afforded an opportunity of carefully

examining its pages, with the result that I was able to communicate to the

philatelic Press some very important official information. One discovery,

however, that I did not then communicate can best be ascertained by reading

my subsequent remarks. In the Slip issued on May loth I came to the

following announcement :

—

" Stamp Collecting.

" Our numerous friends suffering from this malady may be interested in the follow-

ing complete list of ' Siege ' issues :

—

" Colonial, green, figure seated, ' halfpenny ' printed below, sur-

charged ' mafeking '

. . . . . id.

Colonial, green, figure erect, ' |d.' printed in top corners, sur-

charged ' MAFEKING ' . . . . . id.
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Imperial, red, ^d., surcharged ' bechuanaland protectorate'

and ' MAFEKING ' . . . . . id.

Bicycle, blue, local . . . ... id.

Colonial, pink, id., surcharged 'MAFEKING ' . . . 3d.

Imperial, mauve, id., surcharged ' bechuanaland protec-

torate ' and ' MAFEKING '
. ... 3d.

Baden-Powell, blue . . . ... 3d.

* „ „ „ larger size . . . . . 3d.

*
,, ,, ,, head looking to right . . . 3d.

British Bechuanaland, mauve and black, 3d., surcharged ' mafe-

king' . . . . . . 6d.

*Colonial, mauve, 3d., surcharged ' mafeking '

, . . 6d.

^Imperial, brown on yellow, 3d., surcharged * bechuanaland pro-

tectorate ' and ' MAFEKING

'

. . . . 6d.

Imperial, green and red, 2d., surcharged ' bechuanaland pro-

tectorate ' and ' MAFEKING

'

. . . . 6d.

{Two kinds of type were used in the Mafeking surcharge^

Imperial, green and brown, 4d., surcharged 'British bechuana-

land' and ' MAFEKING' . . . . . IS.

Colonial, light olive-green, 4d., surcharged ' MAFEKING ' . . is.

Imperial, brown on salmon, 6d., surcharged ' British bechuana-

land ' and ' mafeking '
. . . . . IS.

Imperial, brown on salmon, 6d., surcharged ' bechuanaland

protectorate' and ' mafeking' . . . . is.

Imperial, green, surcharged ' British bechuanaland ' and

'mafeking' . . . ... 2S."

* Scarce.

On .scrutinising this list I was at once struck with the mention of a third

Baden-Powell with head looking to right. What did this mean ? I had only

seen two varieties of the Baden-Powell stamp, and in each case the head

looked to the left. My introduction to the stranger was decidedly interesting,

and when on turning to the Slip of May i ith I saw the following:

—

" Stamps Wanted.

" Imperial, brown on salmon, or brick-dust red, surcharged ' British

bechuanaland' and 'makkking,' is.; 3d., blue, local, head to

right. State price, or will exchange any other.—F. Y."

I pricked up my ears and became very thoughtful. Here was additional

evidence that such a stamp was known and wanted in Mafeking, and thence-

forward I, for the time being retaining my secret, kept a sharp look-out and

gave a second glance at every B.-P. that came my way. But for months B.-P.

would apparently have nothing to do with me—perhaps he resented the fact

that I had made several pointed allusions to him in my stamj) articles. The
fact remains he would not turn his head the oilier way, and 1 had iiractically

given up all hopes of attracting liis attention when a singular event occurrcii.

I iiappened to be in London early in the year, and called on Messrs. IMumridge

and Co., the go-ahead philatelic auctioneers in Chancery Lane, and during an

interview with their managing director, Mr. 11. \V. IMumridge, llie latter

113 b
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remarked that I had missed several bargains in Mafekings at their last sale,

and informed me that they had an extremely fine lot coming up at their next

sale which I ought to see. In due course a catalogue reached me, and as

there were in it a few lots I fancied I might like, and it was impossible for me
to get to the auction, I determined to write and ask Messrs. Plumridge and

Co. to be good enough to send the lots down to me to inspect. Now it is not

every auctioneer who would have agreed to such a course, but the firm in

question, with their unfailing courtesy, at once obliged me, and the lots were

sent down. A cursory glance revealed nothing startling, but as I looked

through them a second time my attention was arrested at the sight of an

unusually pale Baden-Powell, who at the sight of me may have been seized

with a faint. At all events, there before me, lying alongside one of the

ordinary type, in a mixed lot of eight stamps, was the mysterious B.-P.

with head looking to right, beautifully postmarked "Apr. 30, 1900." Thus,

so far, my quarry had not escaped me, though the chase had been

a long and toilsome one. But, I argued, the stamp may be spotted by other

keen Philatelists, since it is alongside its brother in the other position. . At
the same time it was clear that, up till the time of sending the stamps to me,

the auctioneers themselves could not have been cognisant of the presence of

this veritable rose among thorns. Although I was determined to have the

stamp, I felt that to send a high bid for a lot that apparently contained

nothing of importance might create additional curiosity and so cause dis-

covery, in the same way that it would have done if I had sent an unlimited

bid for a single lot. So I picked out a number of lots and instructed the

auctioneers to buy them for me, no matter how much I had to pay ; and the

ruse succeeded even beyond my most sanguine expectations. One other

mixed lot contained a fine used copy of the 3d. on id. English, in fancy

capitals, twice surcharged quite clearly. When the stamps came up for sale

this stamp—an unchronicled variety—certainly was noticed, and I had to pay

£'j I OS. for the lot containing it ; but, strange as it may seem, the presence in

the room of the King of Mafekings—as such the B.-P. with head looking to

right undoubtedly is—remained undetected until after the lot in which it

reposed had been knocked down to me for the paltry sum of £2 los. It

then became my property. Such is the romance of a Mafeking stamp, and

who, after reading it, shall say that great bargains cannot still be picked up

at auctions ?

Not being conversant with things photographic, it is impossible for me to

know how B.-P. got his head turned. I am quite sure of one thing, and that is

that it was due neither to pride nor to flattery, but rather to an idiosyncrasy of

the camera or operator. It would be instructive to know how many copies

were printed and circulated. There must obviously have been one sheet of

twelve—probably not more—and it is not unlikely that some of these may
be running around trying to escape the vigilance of the Philatelist, though

after the publication of this romance their efforts in future should be in vain.

If, therefore, any reader of the London Philatelist, owing to the information

contained herein, suddenly discovers that he possesses a copy, and will notify

the fact to the Editor, I shall feel that my remarks, apart from their philatelic

interest, have not been altogether barren.
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THE MANUFACTURE OF U.S. STAMPS.

HE first process in the manufacture of stamps at the money mill is to

count the sheets of blank paper, which are purchased by contract.

This work is done by women, who, indeed, perform most of the labour in

the Bureau of Engraving, simply because they have proved themselves more

capable than men for business of this description. Each sheet is the proper

size and shape to make 400 printed stamps, with a small margin. After

they have been counted the sheets are moistened by laying wet rags between

them, at intervals of twenty, and the following morning, when the rags are

removed, the sheets are ready for the printing.

The press for printing postage stamps is a queer-looking machine, half

automatic in its action. It is quite a small affair, with four square steel

plates, set horizontally, occupying the four sides of a horizontal square.

These plates, always horizontal, travel around the four sides of the square

at a moderate rate of speed, passing in turn beneath an ink roller. Each
of them is engraved with the faces of 400 stamps, and, after being inked by

the roller, goes under a mechanical rubber, which removes most of the ink.

Then the plate is cleansed of all the rest of the ink, save what is in the graven

lines, by a man who rubs it with a cloth and his bare hands, and finally it

goes under a dry cloth-covered roller, which, a sheet of white paper being

interposed, does the printing.

All of these processes are accomplished four times inside of half a minute.

A girl supplies the fresh white sheets, as the plates come round to her in

quick succession, and another girl takes them out, fresh printed, as they

appear on the other side of the cloth-covered roller, piling them neatly as

she does so. Then the sheets, so new and beautiful with their bright-coloured

impressions, are carried to another room to be counted, after which they are

laid on racks in wire cages on wheels, and hauled into a steam drying

room, to stay overnight.

On the following morning they are taken into the examining room, where

each of them is carefully inspected for defects. Torn or otherwise imperfect

ones are rejected, but all fragments are carefully stuck together, so that each

sheet may be accounted for. Each person in this department of the money
mill is expected to examine 12,500 sheets in a day's work.

Then comes the gumming of the stamps, which is one of the most

interesting steps in tiie whole process. Each sheet of 400 is taken in its

turn and [)laced between a pair of delicate steel hands, which pass it beneath

a roller that carries a .solution of fine gum, compo.sed chiefly of dextrine.

An endless belt carries the newly gummed sheet through a wooden box
100 feet in length, which is lined with coils of steam pipes, so that it comes
out at the other end a few minutes later perfectly dry, being received there-

upon by deft fingers of steel and laid accuratcl)- upon a pile (^f similar

sheets.

There arc eight or ten of these macinnes working in a great room together,

so that not much time is required to gum 1.000,000 stamps. As the sheets

come out at the further end of the drying boxes, they arc more or less

crinkled, owing lo tlu- coiitractioii of tlu- niuriiaiU', hut the rrumple is re-
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moved, and the sheets made perfectly smooth, by rolling them, a score or

more together, with the hands—a process which requires no little dexterity.

If any portion of a sheet is imperfectly gummed, it is rejected, and such

" rejects," as well as all torn or otherwise damaged stamps, are disposed of,

after due counting, by burning them in a furnace, a special Treasury com-

mitteee having charge of this work of destruction.— Guyer^s Stationer, per

M. W. S. N.

%t^ |ssms.

NOTES OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

IVe do not profess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the i?Hportant novelties may be included. Speculative stamps—i. e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their inerits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the Londoti Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in

this direction, by sending copies of any official documents relative to cha7iges in the current issues,

or early intiination of any new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimetz ; such information

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Australia.— The Australian Phila-

telist has heard, on good authority, that a

stamp to commemorate the Duke of Corn-

wall and York's visit to Australia is already

in course of preparation. The design is

simply that of the current halfpenny green

N.S.W., with the Queen's Head removed and

the Duke of Cornwall's substituted.

The stamp will not be issued, so it is

stated, until the Duke's arrival in the Colony.

Barbados.—The M. J. warns its readers

against some frauds seen lately, and as such

information should be spread as widely as

possible, we copy the following from our

contemporary :

—

" A correspondent has very kindly sent us

a curious 'fake,' against which we wish to

warn our readers. It consists of the id.

of 1882, surcharged ^Revenue,' in script

type, in black, and is intended to pass as

a fiscal used postally, but inquiry in the

Colony elicited the information that no such
stamp ever existed, even as a fiscal ! We
see that Moens mentions, also as a fraud,

this curiosity further disfigured by being
perforated diagonally and each half sur-

charged 'HALF PENNY,' vertically."

British Central Africa.-

writes us as follows :

—

-Mr. A. Sonn

" I beg to inform you that I got a sheet of
sixty B.C. A. One Penny on 3s., green (Gib-
bons' No. 53), on which the eleventh stamp
of the last row bu one (counted from the

left side) has the surcharge p °^|y
"As this error is not known, it might be

of interest to your readers."

Ceylon.—The i rupee 12 cents is known
on bleiite paper, and a used copy of the

15 cents, olive, with the surcharge "Five

Cents" doubly printed has turned up.

Great Britain.—The halfpenny en-

velope, large size, reaches us in green colour,

and the -gd., thick card, has also been issued

printed also in the new colour. The new

stamps are apparently to be issued on June

I St.

Mr. Ewen has seen the -^d., vermiHon,

envelope in a new die, i.e. 50, used on

March 21st.

Envelope. \&., green.

Post Card. \&., green, on thick white ; Type II.

India.— It is very satisfactory to hear

from several sources that by this time the

Native States post offices of Bussahir, Dhar,

and Jhalawar will have ceased to exist.

Kishengarh.—There seems to be some-

thing new here, and the M. J. states :

—
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" We have received a copy of the current

I a. stamp in a slate-grey shade, which is

a rather extreme variety of the very variable

lilac tint. Our specimen was used on
June 1st, 1900.

"We have also two new values for this

State, 2 and 4 annas ; the 2 a. bears a por-

trait, presumably of the Raja, in an oval
frame, inscribed 'postage & revenue'
above, and with the name below, value in

native characters in the upper corners, and
in English in the lower. The 4 a. is of

similar type to the current i a. Both
appear to be printed singly, as before, on
paper marked with rectangles in pencil.

" Adhesives. i a., slate-grey
;

pin-per/.

2 a., pale dull orange „
4 a., chocolate ; iiiipcrf."

Natal.—A correspondent of the S. C. F.

writes as follows :

—

" It may interest your readers to know
that \A. and id. envelopes and a 4d. Regis-
tration ditto were issued for the first time in

the history of Natal on January 25th. They
were in issue for aboict forty-five ininiites,

and the sale was then stopped on the

ground that it was not the right thing to

continue the issue, seeing that it had taken
place only after the death of the Queen.
All the envelopes have the usual head of

the Queen embossed. Colours : green, red,

and blue respectively."

Envelopes. \A., green,
id., red.

liegistration Envelope. 4d., blue.

New Zealand.—Ewen's Weekly states

that the 4d., green, of the 1882-97 issue has

been seen on the new paper watermarked

with a double-lined N Z and Star. The pcrf

is not given, but it will probably be 1 1.

At/hesive.

4d., green, type of 1882 ; wmk. double-lined N Z and
Star.

NouTii lioRNEO.— It seems some time

since we had any novelties for this place,

but perhaps the North Borneo Company
realised that it was time stamp collectors

had a little less of these labels.

Even now it is not quite clear whether

the new-comers arc not unfinished copies of

stamps intended for use in or out of l.aljuan.

The M.J. gives tiie following :

—

Atihcsivcs, as ccmiIs, /^ireii.

50 ccntH, ninront',

«i, Hue.

OuANGK River Colonv.—The /'./ U. Ii.

has received the id. on ikl. card of 1897 with

"Union I'ostal Universelle" at lop, ovcr-

(iriiUed "o.u.c." in small Ijlock type over

the surcharge " one penny."

"CAI'K ()!• CoOl) IIOl'K" and "CAf l>K

liONNK Esi'K.UANt.K" arc l)arrcd with two

lines, ami ilic inscription "UKANOE KIVKR

COLONV " " I'OST cakd" added, all iji black.

This card was issued on February 8th.

Post Card.

id. on ijd., grey on pale buff; surcharge black.

QUEENSLAND.— It is reported that the

current ^d., green, stamp has appeared on

unwatermarked paper, and that the Colony

lost £\22> on its "Patriotic Stamp" venture.

If the latter information be correct, we

can only say we are not sorry, for further

results such as this would soon curtail un-

necessary issues.

Adhesive. Jd., green, unwatermarked.

St. Kitts.— In a letter lately received

from Surgeon Edward Cooper, our corre-

spondent remarks :

—

"When at St. Kitts I was assured by the
Postmaster that none of the Revenue stamps
of that place were ever used for postage,

unless a few passed by accident, but they
were never allowed officially to be used."

This, of course, confirms the generally

held opinion.

South Africa. — Schweizer Reneke.—
Messrs. Bright and Son send us a specimen

of the Provisional War Stamps used from

August 21st to the end of September, last

year, also a letter (which we print) from

Colonel Chamier, giving full particulars of

the surcharge adopted and the description

and numbers of stamps overprinted.

We can hardly look upon this as a neces-

sary issue, though we must leave our readers

to form their own opinions as to whether

these stamps should be admitted to their

albums or not. Letter follows :

—
"KiMBERLEV,

"20/// Februaryy 190 1.

'Sir,— I am in receipt of your letter of

12/201, making certain inquiries as to the oilicial

issue of Schweizer Keneke Siege Stamp.
"On the 19th Au(just, 1900, the garrison at

Schweizer Keneke was invested by a large lioer

force. All communications witli the outer worlil

were cut off on the 21st August. Letters and
despatches had to be carried hy native runners.

I found it necessary to liitiit the number of these

letters sent hy runneis, and I issued orders that

no letters would he forwardetl unless ollicially

stamped. Stamps couUl only he procured from
the two local stores (Mr. Stern's anil Mr.
Tilhrooke's). I called these in, and issued them,
as required, at face value.

"The following is an exact account of the

number thus issued—
Cape id. . . 368

„ 4d. .529
Transvaal od. . 17S

2.1. .568
„ Id. . i.sjra

,. id. . .781

Total .I.W6
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Also four Cape id. stamps (issue with Table
Mountain), and four Cape |d. stamps, old pattern,

which I cannot describe, as I am not a stamp
collector myself.

"The stamps employed were (i) the Z.A.R. Post
Office official steel stamp, which gave "Schweizer
Reneke Z.A.R." and date in centre ; (2) an
indiarubber stamp, "BESIEGED," which we
made up out of a collection of old letters found
in the post office. (These two stamps used in con-
junction.

)

'

' I think forgery will be difficult, as I kept the
steel stamp whilst my staff officers kept the india-

rubber one.
'

' The whole supply of stamps was exhausted
before the end of September, and no further

issues could be made, although the garrison was
not finally relieved until 9th January, 1901.

" The only genuine date, therefore, will be
August and September, 1900.

" Probably complete sets would be very hard
to obtain, as quite 3,300 were bought by the

non-coms, and men of the garrison, and these
were forwarded on letters to their friends in all

parts of the world. Possibly many found their

way to Mr. Stern.

"I have no doubt that the stamps you pur-

chased from Mr. Stern were genuine.

" Yours faithfully,

"H. G. Chamier."

Transvaal.—In addition to the values

we have already noted having inverted sur-

charges, the 2d. and 6d. have been seen.

Adhesives,

2d., dark brown, with inverted " v.R.i."
6d., lilaCj with inverted "v.R.i."

The Monthly Circular gives the following

information :

—

"A correspondent writes from Ladysmith :

' I have the old original " Z. A. Republiek
Aangeteekende Brieven Post" 4 pence

Registered Envelope surcharged " j' ' on

the back flap with two 2 penny English
stamps on the front side cancelled with
the British Army S. Africa Field P.O.
cancellation stamp. This is the large size

official envelope addressed to myself.' The
4 pence Registration envelope described
last month is reported in all five sizes.

Registered Envelope.

2 pence (on 4 pence), olive-green.

"The S.A.R. post card of i penny has
been surcharged 'v.R.i.' in the same type
as the adhesives, like the \ penny card
mentioned in our last.

Post Card, i penny, carmine and green."

Mr. W. Hadlow was the first to show us

specimens of the penny South African

Republic stamp, surcharged "e.r.i." The
type employed seems to be the same as that

used for the "v.R.i." overprint.

Adhesive.

id. S.A.R. stamp; surcharged "e.r.i."

Bennet Burleigh, in a message from Pieters-

burg to the Telegraph, says :

—

"The Boers printed postage stamps and
' blue-backs ' here. We destroyed the offices,

but the enemy have managed to carry off a
hand-press to Louis Trickhardt's, where they

will probably resume printing their ' official

'

papers and stamps."

Victoria.—The " Commonwealth " card

mentioned on page "]"] has been seen in other

colours, viz. green, violet-brown, and blue,

or five different colours in all.

Post Cards, id., green on white
id., brown-violet on white,

id., blue on white.

EUROPE.

Austria.—MekeePs Weekly calls atten-

tion to some "split provisionals" used on

postal cards to make up a required rate

during the early months of the "heller"

regime, and pending the appearance of the

regular 5 h. card.

Our contemporary's correspondent writes

as follows :

—

" I have in my possession an Austrian
postal card with the regular 2 kr. imprint,

and alongside of this the diagonal half of a
I kr., black, adhesive, the cancellation of

'WIEN— 12. I. 00— 2. 3N' running across
both. My correspondent explains that when
the Austrian Government changed its cur-

rency in January, 1900, the rate for a single

postal card was made 6 hellers, while the
old 2 kr. imprint was only equivalent to

4 hellers. As the new 5 h. cards were not
quite ready, the Government sold to the
public diagonally halved i kr. stamps to be
used on the old cards to make up an amount
equivalent to the new rate."

Bulgaria.—A provisional of 10 stotinki

has been made by surcharging the 50 stot.

value.— Af. C.

Adhesive. 10 stotinki on 50 stot., green.

Crete.—On page 78 we announced, on

the authority of Ewen's Weekly, that an

issue of Postage Due stamps of eight values

of a new design, printed in dark rose-red,

had taken place.

The M. C. gives an illustration of the

1 lepta, and states that the values are t, 5,

ID, 20, 40, 50 lepta, I and 2 drachmai, red.

The M. J. has a similar list, minus the

2 drachmai, and the colour here is also given

as red.

In the American Journal of Philately,

however, the values given differ slightly^

being i, 5, 10, 20, 25, 50 lepta, and i, 2, and

5 drachmai, colours olive-bistre, and the

statement is made that "the plates of the

current issue have been used for the print-

ing of impaid letter stamps" the difference
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between the regular adhesives and the Un-
paids being in the colour, which for the

latter is olive-bistre for all the values.

The M. J. also has heard of the 25 and

50 lepta in (iullyellow.

Have we therefore two sets of Unpaid

stamps, or should one set be considered

Officials or a new issue of Postals ?

Denmark.—The /. B. J. announces a

24 ore stamp of the current design, colour

brown.
Adhesive. 24 ore, current design, brown.

Finland.—The M. C. states that the new
issue of stamps is intended for inland

postage only, Russian stamps being used for

letters sent abroad.

There are two post cards and an envelope

we have yet to chronicle.

Attention is called to the following notice

which appears in the M. J.

:

—
"We are indebted to Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co. for the following note :

—

'"Collectors and dealers are warned against
buying so-called errors of the new issue of

Finnish stamps which are being offered by
printed circular. These consist of the i mark
stamps with misplaced centre, also with centre

missing ; the 2 penni printed in green, instead

of orange, the 5 penni printed in orange,
instead oi green, the 10 penni printed in blue,

instead ofrcd, and the 20 jjenni stamp printed
in red, instead of blue. We have received
information that these stamps are quite un-
official, and have been purposely made by
the printers as a private speculation, without
the knowledge or consent of the authorities,

and are therefore entirely spurious."

Envelope. 20 penni, blue on white.

Post Cards. lo „ carmine on Ijuflf.

10+10 >. ., ,, „

P'kanck.—LEcho de la Timbrologie calls

attention to a curious variety in the current

1 5 centimes stamp of France.

According to an illustration given by our

contemporary, the figure " i
" of " 15 " of the

twenty-ninth stamp in five out of the si.\

blocks of fifty stamps making the sheet of

300, touches, or rather cuts into the double-

lined border of the square containing the

figure of value.

There arc, therefore, to Ijc found (ivc

specimens of this vaiiety on each sheet of

300, but only on sheets printed before May,

1900.

ClF.UMANV.- Mr. Franz Kcichenhcim in-

forms us that tlur ( inrent if) pf stamps are

piiiilcd on linth ilii( k and tliin paper, and

liiat tin: lalliT shows the ilcsigii through,

lo(jking at tiie Ijack.

Monaco.—Changes of colour have taken

place in the 5 and 10 cents, values, the

former appearing in yellow-green and the

latter in carmine.

Adhesives. 5 cents., yellow-green.
10 ,, carmine.

POR'iUG.AL.—The 10 reis post card has

been issued on thin pale green card, which

is white at the back, and is said to have

been already withdrawn from circulation

after a life of a very few weeks.

—

P. J. G. B.

Post Card. 10 reis, green, on pale green.

Servia.—The set on ordinary white wove

paper is nearing completion, and we hear of

the 5 paras having appeared.

Adhesive. 5 paras, green, on white wove.

Sweden. — Two new letter cards are

reported.

Letter Cards. 5 ore, green, on biuisti white.

10 ,, carmine ,, ,,

Turkey.—We have received several more

values of the new set for Interior use, the

5 paras, violet, 10 paras, green, 20 paras,

rose—and make the perforation 132. The

following are the values and colours.

In terior. E.xterior.

5 paras, violet. 5 paras, ochre.

10 ,, green. 10 ,, green.

20 ,, rose. 20 _,, rose.

1 piastre, blue. i piastre, blue.

2 piastres, orange. 2 piastres, dark blue.

5 ,, rose-lilac. 5 ,, brown.

25 „ brown. 25 „ green.

50 ,, niarone. 50 „ yellow.

The si.x lower values of each set have

been surcharged at the top with "mathoa"
in Turkish characters, for franking printed

matter, says the .M. C, from whom we take

following additional information :

—

"The following Postage Due stamps are

of the same type as the Interior stamps.

Postage Due.

10 paras, 20 par., i and 2 piastres, black on crimson-lake.

"The envelopes are all of the same size

(15s X 125 mm.), with stamps of the types of

the adhesives.
Einvlofies.

30 parns, red on bluish {Inlen'or).

I piastre, violet-blue on greenish (fnten'or),

2o paraSr rose on K'ey (K.rffrioi).

1 piastre, violct-bluc on grey (K.rlerior).

"There are also the bands of 5 and 10

paras (interior and Kxlerit)r), and a letter

card and ])ost cards are promised."

AMERICA.

AucKNliNK KhriMil.lc.- Contrary to ex-

pectation the 12 ccntavos has not been with-

drawn from circulation, but now appears in

a new coat.

/tl/Attnt, w Lrlllilv>», ollvO'lltocll.
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Bolivia.—A copy of the 20 c. stamp of

the 1897 issue has been seen, states the M.J.^
apparently imperforate ; it has good margins

with ragged edges, and shows no sign of

perforation. The copy is on an entire

envelope, and was used in October, 1898.

Brazil.—We have found the 1,000 reis

of the 1 894 type perforated 9 all round, and
have received the 50 r. Unpaid Letter stamp

in the new type, which was adopted in 1875.
—AmericanJournal of Philately.

Adhesive. i,ooo reis, green and violet
;
perf. g.

Postage Due. 50 reis, green.

Chili.—The i cent, fiscal of the new type,

with numeral in each corner, has been seen

postally used.

Fiscal Postal, i cent. , red.

Colombian Republic. — We did not

chronicle the Salvador issues ornamented

with wheels and sunbursts ; and now that

Colombia is reported to be clearing, or

trying to clear, out superfluous stock in a

like manner, we shall content ourselves by
mentioning that at least twenty varieties

have been seen with a species of control

mark surcharged upon them.

It is sad to see a country like Colombia,

with such a good philatelic past, resorting to

such tricks to rob the poor stamp collector.

Cucuta.—According to the I.B.J, there

are some new varieties to chronicle in the

provisionals of last year.

The inscription at top reads "GOBIERNO
provisional " instead of " gobierno pro-

VISORIO," and the value at bottom is in-

dicated by "CTVO" and "CTVOS" in place

of "cvo" and "cvos."
Adhesives.

I c, black on green, with altered inscription.
2 c.

5C.
10 c.

20 c.

white ,,

rose
,,

yellow ,,

Panama.—On page i8i, volume ix., we
described a provisional registration stamp—
the ordinary lo cent, postage, surcharged "r"
in black at the time of use, with a notation

number in blue. This stamp is described in

Gibbons' Catalogue as surcharged "r" in

a circle., but Messrs. Bright and Son hand us

a specimen on the original without the circle

round the "r." The postmark on the en-

velope is March 14th, 1900.

Messrs. A. Smith and Son have since

handed us a specimen of this stamp with

the " R " in circle., surcharge printed in green.

These friends also remark

—

"/v'f Panama in your hst of last month

(page 79) we think the A. J. P. is wrong.
It is simply the 5 centavos, blue, stamp
which they chronicled long ago, and is No.
55 in their catalogue, where they call the

surcharge 'blue,' but 'blue' or 'violet,' it is

just the same ' ink-colour.'

"

Tumaco.—The Metropolitan Philatelist

thus describes a new provisional for this

State, used on a letter mailed at Tumaco
January 31st :

—

" It is of crude manufacture, being simply
a small oblong piece of white paper, printed

in black in three lines, ' Pago $0.20—El
Agente Postal—Manuel E Jiminez."

" It is obliterated with the regular can-
celling mark and also the dating stamp."

Provisional. 20 centavos, black.

Guatemala.—We find that the i cent,

on 10 c. issued last year exists, as might be

expected, with the overprint upside down.

—M. J.
Adhesive, i c. on 10 c, red; inverted s\aQh?a%^.

Mexico.—A specimen of the 2 c. of

1 897, Type 1 7, with wmk. Eagle and " R. M.,"

perf. 6, has been shown to the M. J.

It is stated that this perforation has been

noted on the 5 c. of the same period, but on

no other value so far.

This particular specimen was used, and

has the watermark the wrong way up.

Adhesive. 2 cents., red
;
perf. 6.

Nicaragua. — We see from Ewefis

Weekly that other values of the Postage

Due stamps of 1896 have been surcharged
" FRANQUEO OFiciAL " in two lines for use

as Official stamps.

Officials. 10 centavos, orange.

30 ,. »
50 ., .,

Paraguay.—Some new letter cards and

post cards are announced by the M. C. and

P.J. G. B., the former articles of stationery

bearing portraits of two gentlemen unknown
on this side, and the designs of the post

cards are not given.

Letter Cards. 2 centavos, dark green on yellowish.

4 ,, carmine on buff.

Post Cards. 2 centavos, dark green on yellowish.
2 ,, ,, ,, ,, buff.

4 ,, carmine ,, cream.

4 ,, „ ,, reddish buff.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

China.—The M. J. has received from a

correspondent a list of varieties which have

not, it would seem, been chronicled.

"No. 27 'Ya.pale orange (or yellow) as well

as deep ora7tgej the same shades,

no doubt, as 38 and 39.

„ 31, 10 c. on 9 c, double surcharge.
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No. 31, variety, figure ' i ' with broken
foot.

„ 34, variety, imperforate.

„ 44, with the Chinese character for

'3' in the surcharge different in

shape from the normal type.

„ 66, with ' s ' of ' cents ' inverted.

" He has also heard of No. 26 with the
central Chinese characters of the surcharge
missing; and the §5 on 3 c, Revenue stamp,
with the surcharge inverted. This stamp,
however, was never, we believe, used for

postage.

" Our correspondent adds that he possesses
a 2 c. stamp of the current type in dark
brow7i, which he believes to be an error of
colour

;
possibly it is a proof, or an oxidised

specimen ; also pairs of the 2 c. (No. 86)
and the 30 c. (No. 95) imperforate hori-

zontally, and he has seen the i c. (No. 87)
imperf vertically."

COREA.— It is reported that the 5 poon,

green, of the 1895 issue has been surcharged

I poon in the same manner as the 25 poon

illustrated on page 324, vol. ix.

Adhesive. I poon on 5 poon, green.

French Congo and French Sudan.—
It is stated that the four values, lo, 15, 25,

and 50 centimes, in altered colours, printed

for use in these French Possessions, will

probably never be sent out, but be sold in

Paris.

The French Sudan, it is further stated,

has ceased to exist as a separate province.

If this be so, these labels have no philatelic

value whatever.

German Post Offices in the Levant.

—We find there are yet two post cards to

add to the lists we have previously given.

Posl Cards. lo paras on 5 pf., green on buff.

10+ 10 ,, ,, 5+ 5 „ „ „

Lourenzo Marques.—Some provisional

stamps formed of halves of Mozambicjue

fiscals have been noted by the L. P. and

divers of our contemporaries.

The M.J. asks if these are new ; and, if

so, how do they differ from those issued in

1899? A slip has certainly taken place

somewhere.

Hljilcitdk %miim li^c^thrgs*

^IjitoUc ^0CKtii, lonion.

Council for the Year 1900-1901.

President—
Il.K.U. Till! DUKU OF COKNWAl.l, AND VoKK, K.G., ETC.

Vice-President— ^\. I'. Castle.
Hon. Secretary—]. A. Tm.i.kaho.

llott. Treasurer—C N. liK;f;s.

lion. Assistant .Secretary— W. R. Oi.dpield.
Hon. Librarian—T. Mavcock.

W. IJ. AvKKY. L. \,. R. Hausbuhc.
E. IJ. Hacon. C. K. McNaughtan.
W. D. JiliCKTON. R. MiiVUIj.
R. Ehkunuacii. F. Ransom.

H. J. White.

Tiiic ninth mceling of the season was held at

ICIIiiif^liam House on Friday the 1st March, 1901,
at 7.4s p.m.

Tlie following members were present, viz. :

Messrs. M. 1'. Caslle, E. D. Bacon, A. de Worms,
I', de Worms, F. Reichcnheini, K. Meyer, I\.

l''rcnl/.el, T. W. Hall, C. Mc.Naii^hlan, L. L. K.
llausl.urt,', (;. (). Wheeler, L. W. Fidcher, C. J.
iJaiin, K. IChrenliacii, li. J). Knox, and A. K.
liarretl.

The chair was taken hy liie Vice-l'residenI,
anil the niiiiules of llie last meelinfj were read
and conlirnied. The receiiil of A/or/e/i I'liilalelic

Jonntiil lor lyuo, forwarded hy the puhlisher for

Ihe Society's liimiry, was directed lo he ncknow-
led|.;ed with thanks,

Mr. K. \). llaeon liieii read a paper on the
" I'ence Issues of Ceylon," ^!ealin^; principally
wilh the points iaise<l hy Uaron I'eriy de Worms
ill his ()aper read before ihc Society lust beuHoii.

Mr. Bacon was able to give much novel and inter-

esting information, some of which he had obtained

from Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co., and particu-

larly in reference to the date of the issue of the

first 6d. stamp and the supply of the is. Qd. value.

The date when the first perforated stamps were
sent out was also given, thus enabling a division

to be made between the imperforate and the per-

forated stamps, which, in the absence of particu-

lars as to dates, were grouped together in the

.Society's work on the stamps of India and Ceylon.

The paper was illustrated by a disjjlay of the

stamps under consideration from the well-known
collection of liaron A. de Worms.

In moving a very cordial vote of thanks to

Mr. Bacon for his interesting paper. Baron P. de
Worms commented upon the t|uestions raised as

to the diderence in colours of the printing of the

Is. 9d. stamp and the dates of the lirst perforated

issue. The resolution was seconded by Uaron A.
de Worms and carried unanimously. The hearty

thanks of the meeting were also voted to Baron
\. de Worms for the display of his stamps, on
tile motion of Mr. F. Keichenheim, secuncied by
Mr. K. Meyer.

Mr. K. Frentzel exhibited specimens of tlie

187J issue of Mexico, from which it wouUl appear
that two dies were employed in the manufacture
of liiese stamps.

TiMC tenth meeting of Ihe season was held ut

KHingham House on I'riday the \\\\\ March, 1901,
at 7.45 p.m., and was iitteiuled l)v the following

incmbcrs : Mes.srs. M. P. Castle, 1.. 1.. U. Haus-
burg, F. I). Urtcon, F. Keichenheim, K. Mcyei,
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G. B. Routledge, C. J. Daun, T. W. Hall, L. W.
Fulcher, W. Schwabacher, R. Ehrenbach, C. N.
Biggs, A. R. Barrett, J. A. Tilleard, E. J. Nan-
kivell, B. D. Knox, and T. Maycock. One
visitor was also present.

The chair having been taken by the Vice-
President, the minutes of the last meeting were
read and confirmed, and leave was given for the

amendment of a slight clerical error in the minutes
of a previous meeting.

The Secretary reported that he had received

information of the death of Mr. Henry Loveridge,

an announcement that was received with great

regret.

By the direction of the meeting the following

telegram was sent to H.R. H. the Duke of Corn-
wall and York, the President of the Society, on
his leaving England for his tour in the Colonies :

—

"The Philatelic Society, London, in meeting

assembled, respectfully wishes the President bon

voyage."

Major C. F. Harrison, proposed by Mr. William
Steuart, and seconded by the Hon. Secretary, was
elected a member of the Society.

Mr. R. Ehrenbach warned members against a
very dangerous new forgery of the 2 c. (green)

stamp of the 1854 issue of Spain, a copy of which
he produced for inspection.

Mr. F. Reichenheim read two short notes, one
on the 5 pf. Futchau Provisional Stamp by way
of supplement to the paper recently read by him
on " German China Provisionals," and one on the

two printings of the 10 c. and 20 c. stamps of the

new issue of France.
Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg then gave a display of

his magnificent collection of the stamps of British

India, consisting almost entirely of unused stamps
in perfect condition. All the issues are practically

complete, the gem of the collection probably
being the unique unused entire sheet of the first

4 annas stamp with the blue dividing lines. The
collection was inspected with very great interest

by the members attending the meeting, and on
the motion of Mr. Bacon, seconded by Mr.
Ehrenbach, the very cordial thanks of the meet-
ing were voted to Mr. Hausburg for his instructive

display.

The eleventh meeting of the season was held at

Effingham House on Friday the 29ih March,
1901, at 7.45 p.m., the following members being
in attendance in addition to one visitor, viz. :

Messrs. E. D. Bacon, R. Ehrenbach, R. Meyer,
R. Frentzel, A. R. Barrett, W. Silk, L. L. R.
Hausburg, T. Maycock, L. W. Fulcher, W.
Schwabacher, E. J. Nankivell, J. A. Tilleard,

B. D. Knox, and M. P. Castle.

At the request of the Vice-President the chair

was taken by Mr. E. D. Bacon, and the minutes
of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The Honorary Secretary reported the receipt

from the President, on the day of the departure
of His Royal Highness from England, of a
telegram in the following terms :

—

"I thank the Philatelic Society for kind

message.—George. "

Mr. Louis E. Bradbury, proposed by Mr. E. J.
Nankivell, and seconded by Mr. R. Meyer ; and
Mr. William Henry Renwick, proposed by Mrs.
Marshall, and seconded by Mr. Walter Scott,

were elected members of the Society.

The Vice-President then gave a display of the

stamps of Sweden, consisting of the magnificent

collection of the stamps of this country which
originally formed part of his well-known European
collection. The stamps, which are mostly un-

used, were inspected with the greatest interest by
the members attending the meeting. The collec-

tion is as nearly complete as is possible in view of

the great difficulties attaching to the acquisition

of some of the varieties in an unused condition,

and especially in the early issues, which form one
of the strongest features of the collection.

In passing round the stamps the Vice-President

gave a most instructive and interesting description

of each issue, and of all the varieties to be found,

and fully explained the numerous points of interest

in connection with the study of Swedish stamps.

On the motion of Mr. R. Ehrenbach, seconded
by Mr. E. J. Nankivell, the very hearty thanks
of the meeting were voted to Mr. Castle for his

valuable contribution to the business of the

evening.

ISirmtttgljam ^Ijtlat^ltc ^odetg.

Hon. President—W. B. Averv.

Hon. Sec7-etary—
G. Johnson, b.a., 208, Birchfield Road, Birmingham.'

April nth. — Display with notes: "South
Australia," by R. Hollick.

The following were unanimously elected mem-
bers:—Dr. T. H. Gibbs, Messrs. F. W. Ayre,
H. Mountray-Read, A. F. Cobb, B.A., J. Dixon,

C. S. Nicklin, A. Wallace.

Votes of thanks were accorded Messrs. Puttick

and Simpson, J. E. Joselin, H. W. Plumridge,

J. Edwards, C. W. Martin, and W. Hadlow for

valuable donations to the library.

It was decided to subscribe for the continuation

of Scott's Advanced Catalogue, and to purchase

an oak bookcase at the contract price oi£11 los.

The following were elected a Programme Sub-
Committee :—Messrs. R. Hollick, T. W. Peck,

W. F. Wadams, J. A. Margoschis, and G.
Johnson.

It was decided to accept the invitation of the

Birmingham and Midland Institute to hold our

next exhibition of stamps at their Conversazione

on January 14th, 15th, i6th, and 17th, 1902, when
at least 7,000 members and subscribers will be
present. This should be a splendid opportunity

for displaying our philatelic treasures to everybody

who is anybody in Birmingham and its neighbour-

hood. The Committee of the Birmingham Phila-

telic Society was appointed as the Exhibition

Committee, with power to add to their numbers.

Further particulars will be published in due
course.

Mr. Hollick then gave a very interesting ex-

hibition of the stamps of South Australia, illus-

trated by his fine collection of nearly every variety,

including a very fine lot of Departmentals.

The sales from the monthly packets (which

have averaged over £2,,qoo a month for the

whole year) have been heavier than for a long

time past. Australians and South Africans are to

the fore, but every country seems to have had its

share of patronage, and the general collector is in

evidence once again. This is good for Philately,

for " specialising "is in many cases only another

term for " selling out " everything that is fairly

"up" in the Catalogues.

Will members going away for their holidays be
sure to give proper notice to the Hon. Secretary ?

It is impossible to stop packets at a day's notice.
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CariJiff f Ijilatdk ^oaet^.

President—Mr. Walter Scott.

The meeting for March was held on the nth
of the month, when there were present :—The
President (in the chair), Mesdanies Groves and
Marshall, and Messrs. H. G. Blair, T. Edwards,

J. L. Everett, W. A. Jutsum, G. E. Petty,

W. II. Renwick, B. Rowlands, E. W. Shackell,

and W. J. Trounce.
The stamps for study and display were those

of Greece and the Ionian Isles, and Mr. E. W.
Shackell, who had the introduction in hand, did

so in a well prepared and capitally delivered paper
of length.

Mr. Shackell expressed his opinion that the

Ionian Islands stamps bore no stronger character

than that of Locals, though a collector in one
of the islands had expressed himself strongly in

correspondence witn Mr. Shackell against the

idea of such being the case. Mr. Shackell's

ground for his opinion was the fact that the

stamps only franked letters from the islands to

the mainland of Greece.

Several collections were displayed of more than

average merit, but Greece is not a country of

philatelic wonders.
The next meeting, which is the last of the

present session, will be held on April i6th^

when Mr. G. E. Petty will introduce the stamps
of Brazil.

Official Address—
371, CowBRiuGE Road, Cardiff.

A GENF.RAL meeting was held at Anderton's
Hotel, Fleet Street, E.G., on Tuesday, April

2nd, 1901, at 7 jj.m.

Present :—Messrs. Sidebothani (in tlic chair),

Boyes, Bradbury, Cool, Dry, Ehrenbach, I'renlzel,

Jacoby, Kutlncr, Mardon, Melville, Meyer, Simp-
.son, Standen, Sutherland, Thomson, Wane, Slade,

and one visitor.

Business being concluded, the Chairman an-

nounced that he had great jilcasurc in handing
round Mr. Vernon Roberts's collection of the

slamjjs of llie Cajie of (jood llojjc for ins])ection.

For upwards of an hour the members were engaged
in the pleasurable occupalion of examining this

magnificent collection, which—as is known to all

the piiilalelic world—abounds in unused wood-
blocks, errors of colour, strips, blocks, and
<|uarler-sheets of all the triangles in jjerfect

c<jndition, etc. On the jjroposilion of Mr.
I'Ventzel, seconded by Mr. Meyer, the Hon.
Secretary was retiuesled to convey to Mr. Roberts
the appreciation of the members of the assistance

and courtesy shown lo the Society, and to record
a very In arly vole of thanks in the minutes,

A Sub(,'oinniitlee was elected lo make proper
arrangements for the Annual Dinner, wliiili will

be held on May 7th, and wliii h promises to be 11

great succe.ss.

Discussion and private exchange brought the

meeting to an end at 9.15 p.m.

II. A. Slade,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

Suburban ^tamp Clxrijange Club.

The December packets have returned from cir-

culation, and the sales amount to £zo\ 14s. 6d.

—

a satisfactory average of upwards of £y:> per

packet. Accounts were submitted, and sheets

returned within four days of receipt. Three

packets, containing 151 sheets and valued in the

aggregate at ^1,688 14s. 8d., were despatched on

the March circuit in good time. Some very good

sheets were contributed— especially in South

Africans and North Americans—but the rule was
infringed in two instances as regards bulkiness of

sheets, and they were consequently returned.

Experience shows that the Club contains a num-
ber of purchasing members who will always take

rare and medium stamps at reasonable prices,

and were corresponding selections to be sent,

the sales would show a rapid increase. Five new
members were elected during the past month,

bringing the total muster roll up to nearly 300.

Collectors of every degree are always welcomed,

but reliable references must be sent with every

application to ensure bona fides and to conform

with the rules. Club stationery should be used

as far as possible, and change of address should

be notified without delay.

II. A. Slade, Secretary.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

f Il£ doUcctora' OTlub.

351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

THEsixty-fourthmeetingof the Board of Governors
was held at the Club-house on Monday evening,

March nth, 1901. Present :— Messrs. Andreini,

Bruner, Caiman, Low, Lufl', Scott, and Perrin.

The Treasurer's report, showing a cash balance

in bank of .'5384.65 exclusive of Si,000 bond, was
received. The report of the House Committee
was read and accepted. Moved, seconded, and
carried, that the Board reconsider its action of last

meeting in dro])iiing the name of Mr. Brown from

the membership roll. Moved by Mr. Luff,

seconded, and carried, that the President appoint

a Committee of three to draft a circular to be sent

lo the members regarding the possibility of a new
Club house, and lo ascertain llieir views as to

raising the (lues. Comniillee appointed :— Messrs,

Lull', Caiman, and Scoll, The names of two
applicants for nunibership having been posted

the reouired length of time, tlieir names were
balloteu ii|)on, and Messrs. Meyers nnil Tows
were declared lo have been uniinimoiisly clccled

subscribing members of ihc Club.

Ai.iiKRT Pkkrin, Stoxtary,
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SCHWEIZER RENEKE SIEGE STAMPS.
To the Editor of the " London Philatelist."

Dear Sir,—What is the status of the Schweizer
Reneke Siege Stamps ?

Colonel Chamier states that the place was
besieged, and all letters sent by runners from
2 1st August, 1900, to 9th January, 1901. He
bought up the whole supply of stamps and over-

printed them with a double surcharge, one hand-
stamp being in his own keeping, the other held

by his staff officers.

The object of this proceeding is said to have
been to limit the number of letters sent out.

Surely an order as to number to be carried would
have been sufficient, since the whole arrangement

was in the hands of the military authorities, and
the overprinting was, to say the least, superfluous.

As interesting reminiscences of the war they

may command high prices, but their philatelic

value is scarcely higher than that of any stamp
bearing a postmark showing that it was used

during a state of siege of any town.

The whole series of Mafekings and the like

ought to be placed in a "War Album" quite

apart from an ordinary collection.

Yours sincerely,

ird April, igoi. ErNEST A. ElLIOTT.

%kt Jttarkt.

Note.— Under this title will be inserted all the infortnation that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

There are abundant signs that the predicted

good season in Philately has been an accomplished
fact. We have reports from several of the lead-

ing dealers that their sales during the past winter
have beaten all past records ; one firm, Messrs.

Bright and Son, as we are informed, having
actually doubled their turnover of the preceding
twelve months. In this case the result is probably
largely due to the ABC Catalogue (coupled,

doubtless, with energetic management), but the

general evidence of vitality and prosperity in the

stamp trade are as undeniable as they are wel-

come,
* * *

M. Jules Bernichon, the well-known dealer

of 54, Rue Lafayette, Paris, will sell by auction,

as elsewhere announced in this issue, towards
the end of May, at the Hotel Drouot, the im-
portant collection of the late M. Robert Linck,
the estimated value of which approaches 200,000
to 250,000 francs. We have not yet seen the

catalogue, but we understand that almost all the

rarities are present, and a remarkable feature is

the collection of over 10,000 stamps of Alsace-

Lorraine, illustrative of every phase of the cele-

brated war of 1870, the accumulation of which
occupied M. Linck for many years. It will be a

great pity if such a nationally interesting collec-

tion is allowed to be dispersed, as they are not

Mafekings !

Messrs. Plumridge and Co.

Sale of March 19th and 20th.

* Unused.

Gambia, is., green

Great Britain, 20s., Maltese Cross

Malta, no wmk., Jd., yellow on bleute

.

Nevis, litho., 4d., orange. No. 4*
Newfoundland, 6Jd., carmine* .

Nova Scotia, id., red-brown
Oldenburg, 1859, igr., black on green*

Ditto, 1861, Jgr., orange-yellow

Queensland, no wmk., is., red-violet *

Ditto, 2s. 6d., scarlet, hor. pair *
.

Ditto, 1879-81, 2d., blue, "penge"
St. Lucia, 1883-4, CA, 12, 4d., yellow*

Ditto, ditto, C A, 14, One Shilling

St. Vincent, 4d., yellow*
Western Australia, 1895, "Half-penny,"

in red, and in green, on 3d., brown.

Gibbons' No. 11 1.
*

Collectors' Duplicates (575)
Collection (2,946)

Messrs. Plumridge and Co.

Sale of April 2nd and 3rd.

Afghanistan, 1290-1, shahi, purple,

horizontal pair * . . . 4 10 o

£ J. d.

I 14
I 5
I I

4 10

6 10

I 8

2 17 6

I I

2 8

I 16

2 4
I 16

I 18

I 18

4 4
27
15 10
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British Central Africa, / lO, yellow
British Columbia, §l, per*^. 14 *

.

Cape of Good Hope (De la Rue), id.,

blood-red, mint pair*
Ditto, 4d., milky blue, mint pair *

.

Ditto, 6d., bright mauve, mint pair*.

Ditto, IS., dark green (1855 issue),

mint pair
* ...

Ditto, Woodblock, 4d., blue, the very
rare variety showing retouched die

in right corner, fair .

Ceylon, imperf.
,
gd., lilac-brown.

Ditto, ditto, 2s., blue .

Great Britain, ijd., lilac-rose, mint
hor. pair • ...

Newfoundland, 5 cents, black, 1868-73,
mint block of fifteen *

Niger Coast, "^d-", in green, on 2^d. *

(No. 27) *
. . .

St. Vincent, no wmk. , compound perfs.

,

id., rose-red

Ditto, perf., II to 12^, 6d., blue-

green, mint hor. pair •

Ditto, 1880, wmk. Star, 6d., yellow-
green *

. . . .

Ditto, 1 88 1, Provisional, '4d.", in red,

on left half 6d., yellow-green
Ditto, ditto, "one i'Ei\NY,"in black,

on 6d., yellow - green, slightly

creased, but with full gum *
.

Ditto, ditto, "4d.", in black, on is.,

vermilion . ...
Ditto, ditto, wmk. Star, 4d., ultra-

marine, mint *
. . .

Ditto, 1883-4, CA, 14, 4d., bright

blue, without gum *
.

Ditto, ditto, 4d., ultramarine, mint •

Ditto, ditto, 6d., bright green, mint
horizontal pair *

. . .

Ditto, 1885, 4d., red-brown •
.

Spain, 1865, 12 c, rose and blue, with
frame inverted

U.S.A., Justice, 90c. • .

Virgin Islands, ^d., yellow-buff, used ,

Ditto, 6d., pale mauve, used .

Western Australia, 6d., black-bronze .

* * *

Mr. W. Hadlow.

Sale of March 22nd.

* Unused.

Queensland, 1881, 53., yellow-ochre,
o.g.* . ...

Ditto, los. , brown, o.g.*

Ditto, reprints, set of six on the
truncated Star paper'

Ditto, 1 88 1, 2s. 6d., scarlet* .

New South Wales, 8d., Laurcatcd
Spain, 1865, 12 c, head inverted
Gambia, CC, is., green .

Canada, 6d., purple, perf. £3 i^

Sweden, (he error " rKl'.rin " *
.

Spain, 3 <iiarlos, Madrid' . . 1

New /ealarid, is., Jirecn, blue jiapcr .

Ditto, 1(1., reil, ditto ,

British Soulli Afiita, id. on 4<1. .

M.-ifelving, sets of nineteen /,l6, jClJ, iV i

Dillo, id. on id., Cape, block of
llfleeii, live sli<>win({ no slop after
" .VlAl'KKINc; ""

Trnnsvaal, "V. U.I.", inverted, on 4d.,

III., and IH. ...
Giialciiiala, 2c., I'arrol inverted*
/uhiland, 5H. , used

£ s. if.

9 10

2 15

2 8

2 4

3 17 6

7 IS o

2 12 6

4 10 o

440
280
7 13 6

1 9 o

500
2 12 6

I 18 o

1 12 o

2 12 6

8 10 o

260
I 16

2 4

I 14

5 10

6 10

4 IS
I 2

I

3

I 3
1 4

3
I I

2 >S

4 '7 6
I 10

3 >S
8

s
I 10

1

2 2

7 10

7 IS o

3 5 o
I o o
1 10 u

£ s. d.

8 17 6
8 8

3 15

3
- 3 7 6

6

3 12 6
12

S 2 6

6 10

3
2 12

3 7 6

3 12

3 15

4 12 6

S 12 6

Messrs. Puttick and Simi'SON.

Sale of March 26th and 27th.

* Unused.

Gibraltar, 1889, value omitted* .

Great Britain, V.R., id., black*
Ditto, 2d., blue, without lines*

Ditto, 6d., octagonal*
Ditto, IS., pale green. Die 2* £^ 5s. &
Ditto, 1854-7, 2d., blue, Plate 6 *

.

Ditto, 1882-4, ^i, purple-brown,* .

wmk. Crowns
Levant, collection of 128, mostly*
Ceylon, 4d., imperf., thinned at left .

Ditto, 8d., ditto, slight tear

Ditto, gd., ditto, fine .

Ditto, IS. gd., ditto* .

Ditto, 2s. , ditto, slightly thinned
Ditto, 8d., yellow-brown, perf.

Ditto, 8d., brown, ditto

Ditto, IS. gd., green, ditto*

India, ^ anna, red, no gum *

Ditto, 4 annas, red and blue, slip of

four, 18 mm apart, with dividing

lines and rosettes . . .4150
Labuan, 1879, CA sideways, 2 c.

,

blue-green*
Ditto, ditto, 12 c, carmine
Ditto, 6 c, red, on 16 c, blue,

slightly thinned*
Ditto, 1891, 6 cents on 40 c, amber,

with inverted surcharge*
British East Africa, 1891, " ^ anna,

A.D.", hand-stamped and initialled

on 2 a., vermilion, fine

Ditto, ditto, "I anna, A.B.", MS.
surcharge on 4 a., brown

British South Africa, 1 891, set of sur-

charged* . ...
Cape of Good Hope, Woodblock, id.,

blue, error, very large margins, and
a nice copy, but has two tears

Ditto, ditto, 4d., blue, fine

Ditto, ditto, 4d. , dark blue, large

margins and very fine, but creased
in corner . ...

Ditto, ditto, 4d., red, error, no mar-
gins, and two or three slight defects I

Mauritius, 1859, large fillet, 2d., dark
blue, three small tears, nice bright
copy . ...

Niger Coast, los., in vermilion, on 51!.,

used on piece of original

Zululand, ^^5, black and purple, on red
*

Canada, I2d., black," cut close, and
tear at bottom

Newfoundland, 6(1., scarlet

Ditto, IS., ditto

Ditto, IS., orange, slight tear

St. Vincent, 5s., rose, Star, mini*
Dillo, 4(1. on IS., vermilion

Tobago, CA, 6d., bistre*

Turks Islands, is., prune, no perf. at

bottom . ...
Dillo, 2^ on IS., blue, Type 10*

Dillo, 2I on IS., libic, Type 11
*

Briiish Guiana, 1856, 4 c, iiia(;cnlii

New South Wales, Lnurentod, 3(1., green,

wmk. "2"
. . .

New /.eiilaiul, 1S62 J, id., veniiilion,

perf., II few netfs. clipped, luul

corner rc|>iiire(l

Dillo, 1872, wmk, NZ, perf., id.,

brown, a very fair copy of ihiii nirc

siiinip , . . 19 o o

5

S

40

10 o
12 6

o o

10 o

15 o

10 o

15 o

o o
2 O

10 O

o o

660
7
6

19

4
II

6
II

7

5

S

9
'3
1

1

5 o
12 6

o o
IS o
o o

7 6
10 o

S o
o o

ID O
O O
O O
o o

10 o o

() o o
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£ s. d.

Western Australia, rouletled, 2d., brown
on Indian red, roulettes all round,

very fine and rare . . .12150
Some good remaindeys of countries realised

good prices.
* * *

Messrs. Ventom Bull and Cooper.

Sale of March 14th and 15th.

* Unused.

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf.

Ditto, 8d., brown, ditto.

Ditto, IS. 9d., green, slightly cut into*

Ditto, IS. gd., yellow-green, slightly

thinned* . ...
Ditto, 2s.,blue, imperf.

Ditto, 8d., brown, perf.
,
part gum*

Ditto, 8d., yellow-brown, perf.

Ditto, 2 Rs. so, lilac-rose, I2| x 14
with gum *

. .

India, ist issue, \ a., red, 9I arches*

Persia, 1 88 1, 25 c, litho. , full gum*
Cape, Woodblock, id., red

Ditto, ditto, 4d., pale blue

Ditto, ditto, 4d., dark blue

Ditto, ditto, another

Ditto, ditto, ditto

Ditto, 1863-4, IS., emerald green*
Ditto, the errors, "three pence
and "the.ee pence," rare .

Lagos, 2s. 6d., olive-black*

Mauritius, Post Paid, id., vermilion on
bluish, horizontal pair, on entire

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, early state

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, not so early

Ditto, Greek border, id., red .

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue .

Ditto, i8gi, provL, 2 c. on 38 c, with
surcharge inverted. Gibbons' No,

121, with gum*
Transvaal, Queen's Head, pair, is.,

green*
Ditto, ditto, 2s., blue* .

Mafeking, sets of nineteen ^18 los. &
British Columbia, 10 c. ,

perf. 14*

Nova Scotia, id., red-brown, full gum*
St. Lucia, 1885, IS., red-brown, ditto*

St. Vincent, 4d. on is., vermilion

Turks Islands, 2jd. on is., dull blue.

Type 13* . . . . 10 10 o
Ditto, 2|d. on is., lilac. Type 11,

with gum*
Ditto, 2|d. on is., lilac. Type 6,

short fraction bar, full gum* -376
Ditto, 4d. on is., lilac, Type 16, full

gum* . . . . 2 16 o
Virgin Islands, is., rose-carmine, with

single-lined frame, with gum *

£2 4s. & 2 10 o

Collections— 3,729, ;^35, and 2,679, ^3° 10s.

Messrs. Ventom Bull and Cooper.

Sale of March 29th.

* Unused.

Great Britain, V.R., id., black* . 7 15
Ditto, 2d., blue, without lines, hori-

zontal pair, mint* . . . 8 15
Ditto, an entire made-up plate, con-

sisting of 195 without white lines

(including twenty-five pairs) and
forty-five with lines, all mounted in

frame, and mostly fine specimens . 10 o

8

9 10

3

2 14

5

4
3

5 10

6 2 6
2 18

4 12 6

3 12 6

3 7 6

6 ID

4 12 6

3 3

3 12 6

4 8

9

9
6 10

3 5
2 12 6

2

2 12 6

19
2 12 6

2 16

3 10

8

Great Britain, wmk. Medium Garter, on
blue safety paper, 4d. , carmine* . 4

Ditto, IS., green, Plate 2, with hair

lines in corners, imperf., mint* . 3
Norway, 1883-4, ring of Posthorn not

shaded, 12 ore, pale green, hori-

zontal strip of three, mint *
. 3

Switzerland, Poste Locale, 7.\ r., black

and red, central Cross without
border . . . . 4

Ceylon, 2s., blue, imperf.* . .11
Labuan, 1880, provl., 8, in black (twice,

once across original value), on I2c.,

carmine, with gum *
. . 2

Ditto, another, with original value

obliterated in red and ditto in

black, both fine

Philippine Islands, 1869-74, surcharged
"Habilttado for la Nacion,'
2 reales, blue, of 1863

Lagos, 1885-7, 2s. 6d., olive-black,

with gum, but one corner perf.

gone *
. . . . 2

Ditto, 5s., blue, with full gum* . 5

Transvaal, 1876, hard-surfaced paper,

6d., bright blue, mint *
. .2

Ditto, 187 1-6, 6d., blue, on thick

paper, with wide roulette all round 3
Ditto, 1878, V.R. slanting, id., red

on orange, fine roulette, in mint
state* . ...

New Zealand, pelure paper, 2d., blue,

imperf. *
. . . . 7

Collections—2,607, £^ los. ; and 2,454, ;^i

Messrs. Ventom Bull and Cooper will

their next and following sales at the Hotel
Strand.

* * *

s. d.

10 o

o o

o o

o o
o o

8 o

330

400

2 o

5 o

6 .0

10 o

16 o o

o o

2 lOS.

hold
Cecil,

Messrs. Ventom Bull and Cooper.

Sale of April nth and 12th.

* Unused.

Naples, 4 tor. , Cross *
. . .11

Madrid, 3 cuartos, on entire . . 12

Tuscany, first issue, 2 soldi, two fine

specimens, used, on piece with a

I soldo, 2 and 6 crazie . .11
Ditto, 2 soldi, vertical strip of five,

on entire . ...
Ditto, 3 lire, tiny tear in top corner

.

Wurtemberg, 70 kr., strip of three* .

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf.

Mauritius, Post Paid, id., vermilion,

and 2d., blue, early impressions .

Ditto, ditto, id., vermilion, vertical

pair . ...
Ditto, ditto, id., vermilion, horizontal

pair . ...
Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, "penoe" .

Nova Scotia, is., violet .

U.S.A., 1869, 24 c, centre inverted .

Ditto, ditto, 30 c. ditto

Ditto, 1870, reissue of 1880 on soft

porous paper, I to 90 c*
Ditto, Periodicals, 1879, set of 23*.
Ditto, ditto, ditto, $1.92 to $60* .

British Guiana, 1856, 4 c, clipped at

corners . ...
St. Vincent, 4d. on is. . . ;^8 &

Buenos Ay res, 4 pesos, vermilion*

Ditto, another, not so fine
*

. . 7

Queensland, first issue, 6d., green, im-

perf., but creased *
. . . 4

10 o
10 o

IS

21

30
6 10

7 2 6

25

10

10 10

12 15

7 5
22
82

22 10

6
8

5 15
:8 12 6

17 10

o o

10
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pitilnteltc inoculation.

NOCULATION against various diseases to which poor mortals

are liable has proved of late years to be one of the greatest

boons that medical science has evolved. The body philatelic,

like the body physical, is also liable to sickness and deca}-,

and it were well that a virus might be found that could

arrest the growth of such-like malign microbes. An anti-

speculative- issue injection might have a wholesome effect

upon the Victorian or Tasmanian Governments, while some

calming and soothing subcutaneous infusion might well

reduce the fevered prices of some of the world's leading

dealers !

Nor is the collector—specialist or generalist—immune

from the germs of decay. An infusion of an altruistic nature would largely

benefit his constitution ; a little less egotism in hugging his own treasures,

a little more endeavour to assist his less fortunate colleagues, and a little

more energy in working for the common good of Philately would make in

the modern collector a vast and needed im[)rovemcnt.

The London riiilatclic Society will have a chance to inoculate itself at

its Annual General Meeting on June 7th, and wo trust that the effect will

be an increased circulation and a greater vigour in that bod)'. The last

Annual General Meeting resulted in considerable changes, which were

referred to under tlie heading of "Old Lamps for New" in this journal

(see pp. 183, 184, July, 1900). Our last words then were, "Above all,

workers are wanted," and our best comment to-day would be the addition

of the words "still" and "earnestly."

The work of the London Society has for the past ten years mainly fallen

upon the shoulders of a few, and now that Time produces its inevitable

changes, it is ab.solutely necessary in the interests of the Society that new

men, ic/zo will work, should in their luiii hiar the burden of service to

I'hilately in inainlaining tin- npulalion and traditions of tlie premier

riiilalelic Society in tlie world.
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§.oitQ on the Jftafekmg (StanipB.

A Paper read before the Philatelic Society, London, April 26th, igoi.

By J. R. F. TURNER.

HEN at the end of September Mr. Castle honoured me
with an invitation to exhibit my collection of Mafeking

stamps to the London Society during the present season,

I hoped that I should be able to do so at no very distant

date in a complete form on envelopes that went through

the siege and unused. As the season wore on, however,

additional varieties cropped up, some of which I have been altogether unable

to obtain, while I also found it impossible to secure specimens of three of

the ordinary values (a) unused, (d) used on envelopes. While, therefore, the

collection, as I am going to show it to you here this evening, is far from

being perfect, I trust that it may not prove altogether uninteresting. Even

the philatelic members of Snyman's wily commando, if they could see my
envelopes, might regret that they had not kept the intercepted letters from

Mafeking 2n their entirety. The fact that a portion of the capture of

Snyman's camp consisted of envelopes from which the siege stamps had

been carefully torn, proves that the Boers who specialised Mafekings, unlike

myself, looked upon the envelopes as a superfluity.

In the dark days following Colenso, Mafeking was absolutely cut off from

the outer world ; so much so, that between January and the end of March it

was well-nigh impossible to get letters through the Boer lines. I can speak

very positively on this point because I have seen an extremely interesting

series of envelopes sent from the commandant of the base at Mafeking to

his wife in London : he was an excellent correspondent, and surely if anyone

could get letters through it would be he. But so well aware was he of the

impossibility of doing so, that between January 3rd and March 3rd he sent

only one letter, and this the Boers promptly bagged. This state of things

could not, of course, go on interminably, and after French's irresistible dash

on Kimberley, and the subsequent surrender of Cronje at Paardeberg, the

pressure round Mafeking became somewhat relaxed.

Previous to March 23rd there appears to have been no real attempt on the

part of the Post Office to cope with the situation. Private correspondents

could only get letters through by personally paying large sums to the native

runners for the great risk they incurred, these sums ranging from £2^ down-

wards. It is the general impression that Kaffirs run around barefooted, but

I have it on the authority of Private Tugwood, of the Protectorate Regiment,

whom I met at Oxford, that some wear boots and some do not. The fact

remains that important despatches were occasionally carried through in the

soles of their boots. This is not fiction, but fact, despite what has been said

to the contrary.
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On March 23rd the miHtary authorities, making short work of the red-

tapism and traditions of the Mafeking Post Office, evolved a system out of

what had hitherto been chaos, and issued siege stamps. The postage per \ oz.

letter was raised to is. via north and 6d. via south. It should perhaps be

mentioned that whereas Mafeking had formerly been incorporated with Bechu-

analand for postal purposes, a few years ago it became part of Cape Colony.

Consequently it is not surprising to learn that among the stock of stamps

commandeered by the military authorities were various odd Bechuanaland

stamps, as well as Capes, both of which seem to have been used up indiscrimi-

nately as occasion required. The military authorities having first paid the civil

authorities the face value of all the stamps in the Post Office, handed them

over to Messrs. Townshend and Sons, the publishers of the Mafeking Mail,

who surcharged them a higher value, the difference between the face value

and the surcharged value defraying the expense incurred by the employment

of native runners. Thenceforward batches of letters, numbering thirty or

more, were smuggled through the Boer lines several times a week, and

hundreds of people in Great Britain and elsewhere were enabled to hear from

friends and relatives, who for aught they knew might have been killed or

wounded. This information was contained in the following extract from the

'' Mafckifig Mail Special Siege Slip" of Thursday, March 22nd, 1900, and

ran as follows :

—

" Local Mems.

" Private letters will in future be sent by the Intelligence Department by runners

in batches of thirty (letters, not runners) at a time. First come first served. The
communications will be despatched in the order they are received. Don't all speak at

once."

It is usually supposed that the whole of the varieties used were put in issue

on the same day. This conclusion is quite erroneous. Owing to the valuable

researches of Mr. A. H. Stamford—in parenthesis I might remark that it is

consoling to know that I am not entirely isolated in my love of Mafekings

—

wc know the date of issue of each stamp, as well as the number printed. It m<iy,

therefore, surprise some of those present to learn that on March 23rd only

two varieties, viz.

id. on kl. Cape (old type) . ... 7,680

3d. on id. Cape (new type—illustrations 2 and 4) . 6,000

first saw the light.

The stamps may be divided into two divisions :

—

(rt) Those issued prior to April 25th, and surcharged in " fancy capitals."

{b) Those issued on or after April 25th, and surcharged in "sans-serif"

type.

The numbers given are in every case the numbers actual!)' issued, l^otli

these aforesaid varieties will be seen on my first page, together with

—

id. on Ad. Bech. I'rot. (ilhistration 1) . . 6,000

id. on id. Cape (new tyi)c) . ... S.jSo

vvliich wi-re first ulihscd on Marth 28th and .April .ith respectively.
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We will linger here for a moment. From the outset Mr. C. J. Phillips

has evinced considerable interest in Mafekings, and in November he made a

most interesting discovery ; a perusal of several small blocks of unused

specimens, one of which he was kind enough to send me to inspect, enabled

him to state with certainty that at least some of the stamps bearing the

fancy capitals type had been surcharged in rows of six. As every surcharge

in the row differed from its fellow, this was a most important discovery, and

I cannot do better than quote the varieties of surcharge exactly as they

are enumerated in the Monthly Journal for November 30th :

—

" I. In 'mafekinc' the 'e' is battered at the top, so that the serif of the centre

line joins the top line j
' k ' has both legs broken. In ' besieged ' the third ' E ' has

the lower half of the upright stroke and part of the bottom line gone.

" 2. All the lettering is fairly good.

" 3. The ' B ' of ' besieged ' is battered almost into a bad figure 8.

"4. The bottom line of the 'e' in 'mafeking' is broken in the middle; there is

a break in the back of the ' g ' of ' besieged.'

" 5 and 6 have no stop after ' mafeking.'
" 5. The dp of the bottom line of the third ' e ' in ' besieged ' is gone.

" 6. The left upper corner of the third ' e' of ' besieged ' is gone."

There are, of course, other little points also which will aid in the detection

of forgeries.

All these varieties are shown on this first sheet.

There is, I think, no doubt that, except in the case of the first two stamps

issued on March 23rd, all the "fancy capitals" surcharges were set up in rows

of six. Reference to the centre block of fifteen id. on -|-d. Cape (new type),

these being Nos. 3, 4, and 5 on the strip, at once shows that the minor

varieties existing in the top row are repeated in the four rows beneath
;

the same characteristics are visible in the block of nine id. on Id.

Bechuanaland Protectorate, and block of eight 3d. on id. Cape; and a

careful study of many hundred varieties has enabled me to arrive at the

conclusion that, except in the case of the issue of March 23rd, the same

type was used for the manufacture of all the " fancy capitals " varieties,

so that it is easy to say at a glance even that a given stamp is No. i, 2, 3,

4, 5, or 6 on the strip. This, however, is not always possible in the case

of the id. on |d. Cape (old type), and 3d. on id. Cape. I have a mint

pair of each in which the lettering of both stamps is quite good, and shows

no variety. I have also other pairs and blocks on entire envelopes which

admit of no variety, and I feel sure that in the first printing of these two

stamps only regular type was employed. Subsequent printings of these two

stamps fall into line with the other values, and can be obtained showing the

six minor varieties of surcharge. I have looked in vain for No. i as the

right-hand stamp of a pair, or for No. 6 as the left-hand stamp of a pair

;

this is evidence that the row was one of six and no more.

A stamp that calls for special comment is the id. on Jd. Bech. Prot,

with inverted surcharge. As only five or six copies of this variety have

turned up, it is undoubtedly the rarest stamp on the page. I would also

point out that the figure of value of the surcharge of some of the " fancy
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capitals " varieties is not always placed in the same position. Five times

out of six it falls under the " EK " and " I " of " MAFEKING." Copies are,

however, occasionally met with where the id. is printed more to the left, and

falls under the " FE " of "MAFEKING." My single used copy of the id. on

|-d. Cape (new type), and one of the unused copies of the id. on |-d. Bech.

Prot, both show this variety, and they are both No. 3 on the strip. Then I

have noticed that in some of the " fancy capitals " values the distance between

"MAFEKING" and "BESIEGED" varies, the variation being regular. This

circumstance would point to the fact that there were at least two settings of

certain stamps.

The following, so far, have come under my notice :

—

id. on -^d. (all three varieties),

6d, on 3d. Cape,

6d. on 3d. Brit. Bech.,

IS. on 4d. Cape,

all of which show the two spacings.

The date of issue and number printed of the remaining fancy capitals

varieties were as follows :

—

3d. on id. Bech. Prot., April 4th . . . 1,800

6d. on 2d. English Bech. Prot., April 6th (illus.) . 1,200

6(1. on 3d. Bech. Prot, April 4th . . . 1,400

6d. on 3d. Cape, March 24th . . , 840

IS. on 4d. Cape, March 24th . . . 1,440

IS. on 4d. English, March 29th . . . 2,320

6d. on 3d. Brit. Bech., March 27th . . . 3,Coo

On my second card will be seen the 3d. on id. Bech. Prot, showing

double surcharge quite distinctly. I have not yet hoard of another specimen.

The IS. on 4d. Brit. Bech. also exists both with inverted and double sur-

charge, though I am sorry to say I have neither.

The block oi four 6d. on 2d. Brit Bech. (illustration 5) is interesting,

because it shows the figure of value, viz. the 6i\., in its normal position as

well as its abnormal positicjn ; the latter, as in the case of the id. on previous

page, is No. 3 on the strip. No. 3 more often than not bears the normal

surcharge, but whenever I have seen tin- abiiornial surcharge it has alwa)-s

been on No. 3. A very rare stamp is the 6(1. on 3d. Bech. Prot., unused.

My copy is No. 6 on the strip, without comma after "MAFF.KING." I have

not even .seen an unused specimen of either the 6d. on 31I. Cape or is. on 4d.

Cape. These two stamps were the third and fourth issued, and may have all

been used up in the ordinary course.

Page 3 is entirely devoted to stamps bearing the "sans-serif" t)pe (see

illustration 3). The.se—five in all—were issued comparatively late in life,

'i'lu; list is as follows:

—

April 25th.— 3d. on id. Beth. I'rol. . . . i.Soo

April 25111. -6(1. on 2(1. Hech. I'rot. . . . \,200

April 25111.— IS. on 6(1. Bech. Prot . . . i.-i-jo

April 25th,— 2.S. on is. lirit Bech. . . 570
May 3r(l. - IS. on 6(1. Hrit Hcdi. . 240
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Thus the rarest of the ordinary varieties is said to have been issued last.

These dates were suppHed to Mr. Stamford by the Postmaster of Mafeking,

and with a few exceptions seem to be fairly correct ; but in the case of the

last-named stamp the date, May 3rd, is wrong, since I can show three

copies dated April 26th, April 30th, and May ist respectively. I should

be inclined to assign April 25th, on which day four other varieties were

issued, as the date of birth of this stamp. I have not succeeded in obtain-

ing it, either unused or used on an envelope that went through the siege.

The 2s. on is. Brit. Bech. is decidedly rare in either condition, and I have

found the 3d. on id. Bech. Prot, sans-serif, very difficult to locate in an

unused mint condition.

The numbers issued of the foregoing stamps are certainly not of a for-

midable character, and it should not take the market long to absorb them.

I now come to the entires. The succeeding nine cards show specimens

of all the surcharged stamps proper, except the following :

—

6d. on 3d. Bech. Prot,

IS. on 6d. Brit. Bech.,

2s. on IS. Bech. Prot,

used on thirty-five entire envelopes that went through the siege to either

Rhodesia or Great Britain. The majority of these are marked " Passed

Press Censor." As we have already seen, the charge via north was is. for

every ^ oz., and via south 6d. for every J oz. This is rather singular,

because it was far more difficult for the native runners to get through the

intervening country between Mafeking and Kimberley than that between

Mafeking and Crocodile Pools or Buluwayo. Plumer was rarely far from

Mafeking, and directly a native runner reached his camp the dangerous part

of the journey was over. In order to get through via south these runners,

who carried their lives in their hands, had to traverse something like two

hundred miles of the enemy's country. It seems to me, therefore, that

judging by the risk involved, these charges ought to have been vice versa.

As a matter of fact, despite the lower charges, few letters appear to have

gone by the southern route. I possess three, two of which are postmarked

Barkly West, a town to the west of and close to Kimberley. One of them,

franked by two 3d. on id. Cape, together with another letter franked by four

3d. on id. Capes, which got through via the northern route, calls for more

than a passing remark. These envelopes are in the same handwriting, and

are both directed to the same person residing at an address in Highbury

Park. It looks as though the sender duplicated his letter to make sure that

at least one would reach its destination. Here is what happened :

—

Envelope Left Arrived Arrived Arrived
sent Mafeking Buluwayo Barkly West London

via north March 27th April 4th May 1 2th

via south March 27th April nth May 7th

Whereas it took the native runner over the southern route a week longer

to traverse the enemy's country than the other runner via Buluwayo, the

envelope carried by the former won the race to England by five days

!

1
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On the previous card you will notice on the top right-hand envelope a

strip of three id. on -|d. Cape (present type). These are the only copies I

have seen on a letter that got through the Boer lines. To the left of it is

an interesting envelope directed to Newport (Mon.), that went via Crocodile

Pools.

The pages of 3d. on id. and 6d. on 2d. Bech. Prot. call for no special

comment. Both these varieties with fancy capitals surcharge are quite scarce

on envelopes, while the latter unused is even scarcer. I can only show a

pair of each.

On the next card is my second envelope, sent via south to Yorkshire.

It left Mafeking on April 3rd, and bears on the back the Halifax postmark

of June 23rd only: the journey thus occupied eleven weeks! Four of my
best envelopes adhere to the following page: each bears the scarce 6d. on

3d. Cape. One franked a letter sent from Mafeking on March 26th via

south. It reached Barkly West on April nth, and arrived in Aberdeenshire

on May 7th, these two being precisely similar dates to the envelope sent via

south to Highbury. The inference is that both envelopes were carried by
the same runner. The two lower envelopes were sent by the Mayor of

Mafeking, Mr. Whiteley, the gentleman who is said to have influenced the

recent General Election, to his firm in Buluwayo. Another of his envelopes,

bearing the signature of the Press Censor (Mr. Hanbury Tracy) in lieu of

his mark, will arrest the eye. It is in very good company, the is. on 6d.

Bech. Prot. which franks both it and its companion envelope being excess-

ively rare used thus, while the upper pair of envelopes bearing the is. on 4d.

Cape are certainly not often met with.

There is a nice block of four is. on 4(1. Brit. Bech. on the succeeding

card, while the last one of all bears an envelope sent from the commandant
of the ba.sc at Mafeking to his wife in London, as well as the first envelope

I obtained. This is adth-essed to Cambridge, and the five stamps on it were

the first Mafekings I hatl seen. So much for the " Mafeking Besieged

"

varieties.

I now come to the most popular stamps of the series, viz. the id. Cyclist

and 3d. Baden- Powell (illustration 7) The latter, which exists in three

sizes, was designed by Captain Greener, the Chief J'a)-master, while the

bicycle, astride which sits Sergeant-Major Goodyear, of the Cadet Corps,

was the work of Dr. W. A. Hayes. The stamps them:selves were produced

by Dr. 1). Taylor, by means of the photographic ferro-prussiatc process, in

.sheets of twelve (three rows of four), on horizontally laid paper speciall}'

manufactured in Mafeking, the gumming and perforating being done by
Messrs. Townshend and Son, the i)ublishers of the Ma/eking Mail. Wo
arc told by llie I'ostmastor at Mafeking that the dates of issue and numbers

printed were as follows :

—

April 7th.— 3(1. Baden-PowL-ll, small lu-ad . . 6,072

„ lolii.— „ „ laryc luid . . 3,036

,, lolh. 1(1. !5icyclc . . . 1^,476

But ill the Maft-kiiii^ ;JA/// of Ajiril Slh appears the lojlnwing :

—
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"NOTICE.
" The new issue of stamps bearing the Colonel's photograph will be produced on

Monday, the 9th inst. These stamps can only be issued on production of letters

addressed locally (Mafeking or forts). No person can for the present be allowed to

hand to the officer in charge of Siege Post Office more than one letter per diem.

"J. V. HowAT, Postmaster.

"Mafeking, April jth, 1900."

Civilians were unable to move freely about Mafeking without a special

permit, the town being infested with spies. Moreover, many of the in-

habitants frequently helped to man the trenches, and it was only by means

of correspondence that communication between the various parts—there

were about six miles of entrenchments—became possible. It therefore con-

veys little surprise to learn that the military authorities considered additional

stamps necessary. The letters collected were delivered by members of the

Cadet Corps, under the direction of Sergeant-Major Goodyear, whose portrait

adorns the Cyclist stamp.

I think we may take it, therefore, that the Baden-Powell 3d. was not

actually issued until April 9th. In mentioning April 7th Mr. Howat prob-

ably had in his mind the date of his own notice. I have two on envelopes,

used locally, and dated "April 9"; another is dated "April 10," and another

"April II." The earliest correct postmark 1 have seen on both the large-

sized B.-P. and the Cyclist stamp is "April 13." Two copies I have of the

small B.-P. at the top of the page are apparently postmarked " April 2." I

think this should be " 12," the " i " having dropped out. In the same way
some Cyclists and Baden-Powells postmarked "April i " should undoubtedly

be postmarked "11" or "21," the wide space between " AP " and " i " clearly

showing that a figure has dropped out.

The aforesaid notice in the Mafeking Mail proves that the Baden-Powell

stamps were, in the initial instance, used locally. But if they were considered

Locals pure and simple, why did not the words " Local Post" appear at the

foot of each stamp, as in the case of the id. Cyclist, which we all know to

have been exclusively used within the precincts of the beleaguered town? In

the official communication addressed by the Postmaster at Cape Town to

Mr. F. J. Melville, it is stated that " the local stamps were used entirely for a

postal service which was arranged within the town and between the various

outposts." This statement is incorrect, as I will proceed to show. That the

Baden-Powell stamps were used very generally in Mafeking is an acknow-

ledged fact, but few people seem willing to admit that they were also

frequently used to frank letters to places outside Mafeking. I have here

to-night ten such letters, seven of which are marked " Passed Press Censor,"

all of which are franked wholly or in part with Baden-Powells. In a com-

munication to the Monthly Journal of November 30th, Mr. J. H. Powell, the

Postmaster at Mafeking, made the following statement :

—

" I might add that all the letters received from Mafeking were checked at the Base

Camp Post Office, and again in my office here, with a view to checking the postage.

The examining clerks at both offices initialled the envelopes and marked the value of

the stamps affixed."
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Quite so. Nine out of the ten envelopes are so marked and initialled, the

initials "J. P. ' in blue being those of Mr. Powell himself Moreover, as all

these Baden-Powells were affixed by the postal officials themselves, it goes with-

out saying that they were deliberately used to frank letters out of Mafeking.

I know of several similar letters in the hands of other collectors. It is not

a question of a stray letter passing through the post unobserved. The letters

were handled by the officials at Mafeking, the Press Censor, and the officials

at Buluwayo, and duly passed along to their respective destinations. It

seems therefore to be absurd for anyone, with this evidence before him,

to insist that the Baden -Powells were used entirely for local purposes.

It is surely clear from what I have said that even if they were originally

intended for use within the lines at Mafeking, they soon lost their insular

character and came to be regarded as full-fledged postage stamps. If the

officials at Mafeking had not so regarded them, they would obviously not

have used them on letters sent to places outside Mafeking.

The Cyclist and Baden-Powells are great favourites of mine. They admit

of a wonderful run of shade and are quite nice-looking stamps—so much so,

indeed, that they have even been admired by people utterly indifferent to the

charms of an ordinary postage stamp. No doubt sentiment has a good deal

to do with their popularity—which is likely to increase rather than decrease

as years roll by.

On the sheet of used Baden-Powells both the large and small sizes are

seen iviperf. at bottom. The large size is also shown with a white line

across it, and another specimen has a flaw at the foot—due in both cases,

I take it, to a cracked or defective negative. I have the large head in two

sizes—the frame differing in length to the extent of about a millimetre ; the

three used specimens on the left-hand side at the foot of the page are large

heads in the smaller size. There is a slight variety in the Cyclist stamp ; the

second in the bottom row of the sheet has longer letters in the word "ONE
penny" than are seen in the ordinary variety. It also exists in a pure grey,

and sjunild clearly be listed in the catalogues in both blue and grey colours.

The number of genuine shades to this stamp is apparently without limit.

I think the Baden-Powells on envelopes speak for themselves. I look

upon them as the cream of the collection—the two envelopes franked by the

large heads being especially noticeable. The envelope bearing the block of

four in liie scarce i)alc shade 1 purchased in the open market, at a sale hrUl

by Debenham, .Slorr, and Sons. The second cnxclope, addressed to London,

bearing among others a Baden-Powell, wears (luite a harlequinade aspect,

which must have sorely tempted the postman who delivered it.

There remains but one other card, and 1 have finished. Supposing this

were an auction, and the lot containing eight stamps as illustrated were

passed round, as il is being passed iDund now, 1 wonder if an\' particular

feature would |iri-s(iit itself lo lliosc pre.sent. Of course, tin- nu-mbers of

tlie London Sociel)' are a much more intellectual gathering th.ui that at

an everyday auction, and the probabilities are that the eat wouM at once

jump out of the bag. As a matter of fact, the lot contains the vara avis

of Mafekings (illustration 8), of whose existence ver>' few collectors arc

aware. My attention was first drawn to il by .1 perus.il ot iIk- Mitfekiiig
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Mail. In the issue of May lOth, among what is stated to be a full list of

the stamps, appears the following variety :

—

3d. Baden-Powell, head to right,

and in the issue of May nth someone, who clearly had an eye to business,

advertised for it. I had hitherto searched for it in vain, until, as luck would

have it, I spotted one in a mixed lot at a sale held by Messrs. Plumridge

and Co. No one else in the room noticed it, and I secured the lot for quite

a nominal sum. The stamp is shown in the illustration exactly as I bought

it. There must have been one sheet of twelve, probably not more, but not

being a photographer, I am unable to say exactly how the error occurred.

I have heard of one other copy, and there can be little doubt that it will

remain the rarest and most interesting of all the British African stamps

that have been issued during the war.

I am afraid my paper has been a long one. I must ask you kindly to

make the necessary allowances for all errors and omissions I have occasioned

by my hurried compilation.

I
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THE PENNY AND SIXPENNY VALUES, 1861-1883.

Bv J. WRAY-MERCER, B.A.

{Continued from page 93.)

ISSUE I.— 1861-1864.

Greyisk-tvkiie wove paper.

Yellow gum.

No walermark.

Perforation 14-15I, compound.

1 86 1, id., blue-green.

6d., pinkish rose.

1862. id., light green.

Varieties— Imperf.

HESE stamps are printed on a rather hard paper, and the

perforation is of the character usually termed blind. The

lower value appears in two colours, which, being so distinct

one from the other and not connected together by any inter-

vening gradation of shades, can hardly be said to be mere

shade variations, but are more likely to be separate emissions,

as, indeed, they were formerly supposed to be. In the standard Guide to

Postage StdJiip Collecting, by licllars and Davie, of 1864, the following

contemporary reference to them appeared :

—

"Grenada, 1861

.863

One penny, green ; sixpence, rose.

One penny, light green."

However, as tiic penny, light green, appears frequently witli the dated post-

mark of the previous year, 1S62, I have referred to it as issued a year earlier

in my reference list. A point also worthy of notice in connection with this

subject is the great relative scarcity of the blue-green stamp as compared

with the light green in the unused states ; for though it is no unusual

thing to sec the latter in pairs, or even larger blocks, single cojiics of the

former are almost unobtainable. if, as is prt)bable, tiiere were some re-

mainders of unwatermarked stamps in hand when tlu- watermarked .series

replaced them, by allowing that the blue-green stamp was then out of use

and consequently not included in such remainders, this uneipial rarity is

fully explained ; otherwise, .seeing that both are equally common used, it

is a curi(His fact.

Holh values are fDiiiid imperforate— the penn)- in the same colour a.s

the sixpenny—but are generally allowed, I believe, to be proofs.
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ISSUE II.—1864-1873.

Watertnark Small six-rayed Star.

White wove paper.

Yellow gum.

Compound perforated 1 4- 1 5 J.

1864. id., green (shades); watermark upright.

6d., rose. „ ,,

1866. 6d., orange-red
,, ,,

186 (?;. 6d., rose-red „ sideways,

[id., deep green ?]

1872. 6d., vermilion „ upright.

Varieties—Imperf. ; double perf.

Notes.—From quite the early days of Philately the "shades," as they

have been called, of this sixpenny have been well known and distinguished

—

these differences or changes in colour being so well marked as to have

occasioned special mention in the current philatelic journals. The employ-

ment of the term " shade " may lead to some confusion, as it may be used

to denote two totally different conditions—either an alteration, or a varia-

tion of some particular colour. If it be here used in the former sense, it

exactly expresses the state of affairs ; if in the latter, it is misleading, for

vermilion can never be regarded as a variation of rose. It will be noticed

in the above reference list that I have divided the sixpenny stamps into four

sub-groups. This I consider most essential to a correct description, for

each sub-group bears certain distinctive features characteristic to itself.

{a) Sixpence, rose.—The colour varies slightly in depth. The variation

in the thickness of the paper is thoroughly marked in this variety— the

thickness varying from cartridge to almost pelure. There is little doubt

that the sixpence upon watermarked paper was first issued in this colour,

which is almost identical with that of the higher value of the preceding

issue. The following notices to this effect appeared in the philatelic

magazines of the time:

—

Le Tivibrophile for June 15th, 1865: "Nous en

avons trouve un tirage sans filigrame, et un avec une etoile. Les couleurs

varient a peine." The Stamp Collectors Magazine for August, 1866, under

the heading " Postage Stamp Paper and Watermarks "
:

" We have identified

two sets—one without and one with Star watermark. The colours scarcely

vary." Moreover, I have copies on original cover bearing English arrival

postmarks dated 1864-65.

iU) Sixpence^ orange-red.—In shade this stamp may vary from a light to a

brownish red. The paper does not show such a marked variation in thick-

ness as the previous stamp, the thinner kind being generally the rule. The
Timbrophile for December, 1866, under the heading of new issues, reads as

follows for Grenada :
" Le sixpence est de carmine devenue rouge-orange

filigrame etoile." The Stamp Collectors' Magazine for October ist, 1867, has

the following: " Levrault names five kinds of Grenada stamps, viz. the id.,

green, and 6d., carmine, without and with Star watermark, and the red-orange
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variety of the latter value issued this year." The Philatelist of February

1st, 1867, refers to this change in the following manner: "The paucity of

this island's productions receives slight alleviation by the changed colour

of its sixpenny, which is at present orange-red." The foregoing notices

point out pretty definite!}' that this red-orange stamp was a distinct emission,

and not merely a casual shade variation.

{c) Sixpence, rose-red.—The shade is a peculiar one, and appears upon

a paper which is always thinnish, allowing the watermark to be easily

discoverable.

It must be more than coincidental that this shade should invariably

appear coupled with the sideway position of watermark [i.e. two points

up) ; so that one is much more justified, after taking into consideration

what has been said upon the varying position of the Star watermark

above, in thinking that these changes taken in conjunction should denote

some special printing, than that they are merely casual deviations from

the other stamps of this issue. As regards its period of use, it probably

appeared after (<?) and {U), as its colour does not tally with that given

in the periodicals above cited, and must certainly have been in use pre-

viously to 1872, as it never appears with the dated postmarks which were

so largely in use from 1872 onwards. It may be of interest to remember

that in the Stamp Collectors Magazine (vol. xii.), where the question generally

of reversed and inverted watermarks was discussed, it was remarked that

as a rule the Star watermark was found sideways from 1867 to 1870.

{ii) Sixpence, vermilion.—This stamp is printed upon a soft paper, which

causes the perforations of the separated stamps to appear very rough. Over

eighty per cent, of the used copies of this stamp show a postmark dated

1873; consequently there can be little doubt as to the approximate period

of use. There is a great tendency to confuse this vermilion stamp, which

is compound perforated, with the si.xpcnny of the same colour, Large Star,

or with the sixpenny, deep orange-vermilion. Small Star, perf 15 (simple),

which latter is a later stamp altogether, differing in shade, method of

perforation, position of watermark, and showing a large use from 1876-82.

One Pc7iny, green.—On giving attention to the lower value, there are

no such glaring differences in colour as appear in the sixpence, for the various

shades blend one into the other, ranging from quite )'c!low-grcen to full

blue-green. However, there is a point that should be mentioned in

connecti(jn with this penny compound perforated stamp. It may appear with

the watermark sideways, and curiously enough, it then appears to have

a very deep green colour and to be pn'nU-d uixm roughish thin paper. This

is by no means a common stamp
;
so whetiier it is a coincidence aiui the

sideway position is here due to a printer's error (whicii one expects to

occasionally find), or whether it can be placed in the same calcgorj' as

the sixjjcnce, ro.se-rcd, is a ([uestion to which there is not sufl'icient evidence

to give a decided answer in either direction. Variations of both values

are (hrDiijcIrd imperforate- either vertically or hori/.t)ntally.

As 1 have said before, as the compound perforated series are not to

be found with postmarks showing a date later than 1S73 (the Large Star
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stamps were never compound perforated), it is reasonable to suppose that

they were replaced about 1873 by those with simple perforations which

are so found. It is rather significant in connection with this point that

the machine used in producing the compound perforated stamps of this

island was also used for producing those of St. Vincent up to the

year 1871, about which date it was suppressed (cf Handbook on

St. Vincent, pp. 31-33). The only mention in contemporary catalogues

of this change from compound to simple perforations I know of is in

M. Moens' List for 1877, where after the usual list of penny and sixpenny,

unwatermarked and watermarked varieties, he says :

—

"Sept., 1875. Les memes piques 15.

id., vert blue.

6d., orange."

ISSUE III.—1873.

Thickish white paper.

Yellowish gum.

Watermark Small Star sideways.

Perforated 15 (simple).

1873. id., deep green.

Notes.—The main characteristics of this issue are the deep green shade,

the sideway position of watermark, and the very clean appearance of the

perforations. It is unquestionable, from dated obliterations, that this stamp

was in use during the year 1873 and part of 1874; whether it first appeared

a little earlier, possibly 1872, I cannot say. It is a stamp of some little

rarity unused.

ISSUE IV.—1873-4.

Usually soft thin paper.

Brownish gum.

Watermark Large Star.

Perforated 15 (simple).

1873-75. id., blue-green.

6d., vermilion.

Notes.—The watermark of the penny is always sideways, of the sixpenny

upright. The gum has a crackly appearance. Their colours vary very little.

Anyone who likes to measure the perforations of these Large Star stamps

will at once put aside the statement given in Gibbons' 1900 Catalogue, that

they are compound perforated, as inaccurate.

As I have before stated, the Large Star paper was undoubtedly used

for the penny value between the years 1873 and 1879, but it will be further

seen that the variety perforated 15 invariably appears with postmarks dated

"73)" "74>" "75," and consequently must have been employed before that

perf 14, which always bears dates 1876-79. The use of this Large Star paper

for the higher value corresponds only with the years 1873-75.
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\
ISSUE v.—1875.

Rough thimiish paper.

Brownish gtoii.

Waiennark Large Star.

Perforated 14 (^simple).

1375-79. id., yellow-green.

Variety—Bisected and used for ^-d.

Notes.—The watermark is always upright and very discernible. The
general appearance of the perforations, gum, and paper of this stamp are

very similar to the is., violet, issued by this colony in 1875 ; I liave them

used together upon piece of original. This is. stamp is found with the A 15

and postmarks dated 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879; the penny stamp is met with

cancelled in precisely the same manner.

It is generally allowed now, I believe, that the early penny of Grenada,

which was bisected to do duty for a halfpenny value, was one of the Large

Star stamps. As I have shown that the variety perf. 15 was in use before

that perf 14, it would be more probable that the later stamp was the onl}^

one bisected, for the halfpenny rate was not in vogue so very long before

1880, when a proper stamp was prepared to meet its requirements. I have

an undoubtedly genuine example of this stamp (perf. 14) bisected upon

original. The following notices of such bisection appear in the current

periodicals:—The Stamp Collectors Annual for 1881 has: "Grenada ... to

provide for the demand for id. stamps, has been compelled to divide the

id. stamp into two diagonally." The Stamp Ncius of October, 1882, has:

"Grenada provisional half of id., green, employed provisionally as

i^d. stamp,"

As I have never seen any earlier contemporary notice of bisection

of the penny value, or ever come across a genuine copy of any of the

Small Star stamps so divided, I think the modern idea that the Large Star

only was bisected in this manner is undoubtedly correct.

ISSUE VI.-1875.

lliick yellowish paper.

Yellowish to ivhite iiuin.

Watermark Small Star sideways.

Perforated 15 {simple).

1875-83. 6d., deep orange-vermilion.

Notes.—The watermark is usuall)' rather difficult to sec, the paper being

coarse and thick; it is always sideways in position. This stamp, which i.s

of a much deeper shadi-, would seem to have displacc-d the sixpenny Large
Star, for it will be fouiul extensively postmarked with all dales between

1878 and 1S82. Its Cfjioiir corresponds well with that (luoted in a notice

which appeared in the riiiloti-list of 1S75 : "The sixpemi)- is now of ;i rieh

deep orange."
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ISSUE VII.—1879.

Whitish paper.

Whitish gum.

Watermark Small Star sidavays.

Perf. 15 {simple).

1879. id., grass-green.

Notes.—This stamp is not for a moment to be confused with that of 1873

(issue 3) ; the characteristic grass-green shade and coarseness of perforation

at once serve to distinguish it. It appears to be perforated in a roughish

manner, on account, I think, of the softness of the paper ; the paper is

usually thickish, but shows the watermark distinctly. Dated postmarks

clearly locate its employment during the year 1879.

ISSUE VIII.—1880.

Thinnish white paper.

White gum.

Watermark Small Star upright.

Perf. 15 {simple).

1880-81. id., washy bluish green.

Notes.—At the risk of lengthening my reference list, it is impossible to

include this stamp, showing the above characteristics, with any of the pre-

ceding ones. The stamp, which is a common one, is of a somewhat peculiar

washed-out shade, and is printed on very soft white paper. The watermark

is upright. It never appears with any dated postmark other than 1880-81.

The perforations are more easily measured than those of the preceding issue.

ISSUE IX.-1881.

Paper oily attd thin.

Whitish gum.

Watermark Small Star sideways.

Perforated 14 (simple).

1881-83. id., green.

Notes.—The perforation, strictly speaking, is nearer 14J. The watermark,

which is always sideways, is very easily seen from the thinness of the paper,

which sometimes almost approaches pelure. This stamp, the latest addition

in Grenada to the Gibbons Catalogue, almost always appears dated 1881,

1882. It is to be seen, however, very rarely with the old "A 15" obliteration

in blue. I have this stamp used in conjunction with Jd. and 2jd. (1880-83),

on original cover. Being one of the commonest to be met with of the earlier

Grenada stamps, both in the unused and used conditions, and of such

characteristic appearance, the more surprising is it that it has never been

listed before.

It will be observed from the foregoing classification that I have suggested

nothing very intricate, but have merely on the one hand added to the 1900

Gibbons list a few hitherto unchronicled stamps, more especially the penny

perf 15 (issue 3), and the sixpence, vermilion, perf 15 (issue 6); and on the

other, besides resuscitating certain recently forgotten varieties, have simply

endeavoured by deductive reasoning to reduce a rather heterogeneous mass

of stamps into a chronological series.
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'^he liscantinueti ffinalislt Bits.

HE following important notice, briefly referred to in our last

,
issue, was issued in the London Gazette of April 19th, 1901,

1^ and will be found of quite sufficient philatelic interest to

warrant its reproduction in this journal.

STAMP DUTIES.

THE Commissioners of Inland Revenue in pursuance of section twenty-two of the

Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891, as amended by section ten of the Revenue
Act, i8y8, hereby give notice that the use of the dies from which the covers and
envelopes used for denoting duties of postage at the rates of one penny and two pence
and commonly called or known as the Mulready Covers and Envelopes have hereto-

fore been printed, and also of the dies referred to in the schedule hereunder written

from which adhesive stamps have heretofore been printed for denoting certain duties

of postage and of Inland Revenue, has been discontinued, and that on and after the

first day of June, one thousand nine hundred and one, those dies will not be lawful

dies for denoting the payment of any duty, and that the duties of postage and of

Inland Revenue for which those dies have hitherto been available may and shall, on
and after that day, be expressed and denoted only by the dies provided in lieu

thereof, which are now in general use for denoting the said duties by adhesive

stamps, as in the first part of the schedule mentioned.—Dated this 19th day of

April, 1901.

By order of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue,

H. F. Bartlett, Assistant-Secretary.

The SCHEDULE above referred to.

First Part.

Dies for denoting Duties of Postage as follows, of which some have since the

passing of the Acts 44 and 45 Vict. c. 12, and 45 and 46 Vict. c. 72, been available,

for denoting also Duties of Inland Revenue.

Duty. Dies Discontinued.

I. The duty of one penny

2. The duties of one halfpenny, of one
penny halfpenny, of two pence, of two
pence liallpcMiny, of liirue pence, of

four pence, ol five pence, of six

pence, of nine [)ence, and of one
siiiliing

3. Tlic duty of tenjjence

All dies in use previously to those used
for the stamps now in general use for

denoting tills duty, which stamps are

printed with the words " Postage and
Inland Revenue" thereon and were

first issued on the 13th day of Decem-
ber, 1 88

1

All dies in use previously to those used
for the stamps now in general use for

denoting these duties, wliicii stamps
are printed with the words " l\)stage

and Revenue" thereon and were first

issued on tlie 1st day of January, 1SS7

All dies in use previously to those used

for the stamps now in general use for

denoting this duty, wliicli .stamps are

|)iinte(l witli the words " Postage and
Rivenue" thereon and were first issued

on the a and day of February, 1890

113*
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Duty. Dies Discontinued.

4. The duties of five shillings, of ten

shillings, and of one pound

5. The duties payable in respect of the

transmission of telegrams

All dies in use previously to those used
for the stamps now in general use for

denoting these duties, which stamps
were first issued on the ist day of

April, 1884
All dies appropriated by words on the

face of them to duties payable in respect

of the transmission of telegrams

Second Part.

Dies for denoting Duties of Inland Revenue as follows, of which some have since

the passing of the Acts 44 and 45 Vict. c. 12, and 45 and 46 Vict. c. 72, been avail-

able for denoting also Duties of Postage.

Duty. Dies Discontinued.

I. The duty of one penny

The duties of two pence, of three

pence, of six pence, of nine pence,

of one shilling, of one shilling and
sixpence, of two shiUings, and of two
shillings and six pence

All dies appropriated by words on the

face of them to the duties payable on
(i) Receipts, (2) Drafts or Orders for

the payment of money to bearer or to

order on demand, and also all dies in

use previously to the 13th Decem-
ber, 1881, having the words "Inland
Revenue " thereon

All dies in use previously to the ist day
of January, 1887, having the words
"Inland Revenue" thereon

aasional '%^\t%.

THE MODERN CONNELL!

E cannot guarantee that the following on dii is accurate—it is certainly

interesting and does not seem improbable. B.-P. as a philatelic pur-

veyor stands for " bad precedent."

" There has been some surprise in non-official circles that General Baden-Powell

has received only a 'C.B.' It is well known at Court, however, that the hero of

Mafeking was deemed to have offended etiquette by the issue of the stamps bearing his

portrait. The late Queen Victoria was particularly annoyed at this unwitting trespass

on a sovereign's rights, and I am told that she indirectly conveyed her displeasure.

Any way, the story goes at the Cape that the reason why General Baden-Powell did

not apply for leave of absence, as did other officers who had been besieged, was that

he thought it undesirable to encourage a demonstration of enthusiasm. ' B.-P.' was

raised two steps in rank immediately after the relief, and he will be remembered

when the time comes for special grants by Parliament for distinguished services.

Moreover, he has found work, for which he is eminently fitted, in organising the force

named after him."
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VICTORIA WAR "STAMPS."

&M
HE London papers of the 19th of last month convey the interesting

announcement that "the issue of war stamps by the Victorian Govern-

ment to celebrate the first appearance of Victorian troops on the battle-field

is not quite exhausted, and application for them may be made to the Agent-

General for Victoria, 15, Victoria Street, Westminster. There are two

varieties, id. and 2d., the prices of which are is. and 2s. respectively."

May we add that by punctuality and strict attention to business the

Agent-General hopes to be favoured with a continuance of our kind support,

etc. ? No Philatelist should, however, purchase this rubbish.

THE HAGUE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION.

|e have much pleasure in acceding to the wish of our friend and corre-

spondent Mr. J. B. Robert, of the Hague, in calling attention to this

important philatelic function. Mr. Robert, who is a member of the Executive

Committee, expresses the hope that among his many friends on this side of

the Channel some may be found willing to make exhibits of the stamps of

Great Britain and Colonies.

As will be seen by the prospectus, the Exhibition is international in all

respects, and is organised by the Nederlandsclie Veree7iigi7ig van Postzegalvcrz

amelaars. It will be held in rooms of the Zoological Gardens, August lOth

to 19th inclusive, and will be formally opened on August 9th at three o'clock.

The buildings are spacious enough to justify Article 5 of the prospectus :

the number of collections to be sent in for exhibition is unlimited. All the

objects shown will be insured against fire and theft
;
perfect safeguard, etc.,

being assured.

The Committee has thought it right to separate the rewards for collectors

and dealers, and has therefore divided the programme into two parts, one for

collectors divided in fifteen classes, and one for dealers divided in six classes.

The rewards are numerous, and include gold, silver gilt, silver, and bronze

medals, all to be distributed free of charge. Two honorary rewards, both for

collectors only, will al.so be adjudged, one to the finest and most complete

collection of Holland and Colonies, and one to the most meritorious of an)-

other State or comljination of States.

" Having regard to the already numerous applications," Mr. Rt)bert writes,

"the Exhibition promises to be a great success, and we sinccrcl)- hope that

our (and my many personal) friends in Great Britain, its Colonics, and

America, will not fail to send in liicir applications for admission. Tlic.sc arc

receivable up to June. Collections must be sent in free of all costs before

July 15th.

"The international jury comprises the best-known experts of the world.

For the British ICmpire, Mr. Doming Beckton."

Collectors and dealers can write for prospectus, regulations, information,

etc., to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. C. \V. Koodenburg, s' (iravcniiage. or if

rorres|)(in(lence in ICnglish is desired, to llie l'*(iittir of the />///<// Journni of

I'/ii/dtr/y, Mr. J. H. Robert, Member of the Committee, s. Gravenliagc.
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We sincerely hope that our good friends at the Hague may have a

brilliant and successful Philatelic Exhibition.

ECHOES FROM THE WAR.

MONG the officers on board the Lake Erie, which reached Southampton

from South Africa on the 17th of this month, was Lieutenant S. M.

Castle, of the Royal Sussex Regiment, son of Mr. M. P. Castle, and also

a member of the London Philatelic Society. Lieutenant Castle has been

fortunate enough to return home in good health, and will probably proceed

to join the second battalion of his regiment in India after a leave of about

three months.

Colonel Williams, the President of the Sydney Philatelic Society, has

also, after his South African campaign, been recruiting in "the Old Country";

and, although unable to accept the invitation to be present at a recent

meeting of the London Philatelic Society, kindly submitted his fine

collection of French stamps for the inspection of members.

[£to %mm%.

NOTES OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

We do not profess to ch7-onicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspotidents, are desirous that

all the itnpoj'tant novelties may be inchided. Speculative stamps—i. e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, andJubilee issues zvill not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

i7i making the cohcmns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in

this direction, by sending copies of any official documents relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intimation of any new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such information

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
Cape of Good Hope.—A correspondent

at East London sends us the "One Penny"

on \\A. card of the two bars cancelhng the

original value variety, and states that " this

card has been on sale there again for the

last few weeks."

The type used, sans-serif, is smaller and

thinner, and easily noticeable.

Cayman Islands. — Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co. write us as follows :

—

" It has been stated in some journals that
the Cayman Islands stamps are for local

use only ; but this is not the case, as we
have received registered letters from Grand
Cayman prepaid with these stamps only.

It seems, however, that it is optional to use
either these or the Jamaica stamps for the
present."

The id. envelope.

and jd. band

Great Britain

small as well as large size

have all been seen in the new colour, green,

and Eweiis Weekly is informed that a

correspondent has seen the current ^d.,

green, adhesive bearing the surcharge " i. R.

OFFICIAL."

The following is taken from the M. C.

:

—
"The London Gazette of April 19th con-

tains an order of the Commissioners of

Inland Revenue demonetising the Mulready
envelopes and covers and all obsolete adhe-
sive postage stamps oi^, i, 2, 2^, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9,

and 10 pence, and 5/-, 10/-, and ^i. The
Telegraph stamps and various Inland Re-
venue stamps are also included in the order,

which will take effect on June ist."

Adhesive, ^d., green, surcharged "i. r. official."
|d., green, small size.

|d., green.

Note.—See page 129.

Efivetope
Newsband.
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Griqualand.—The publishers of the

M. J. have found a copy of the 4d. Cape of

Good Hope, variety b, with itaHc "C
inverted.

Hongkong.—Some new post cards are

chronicled by the M. C.

Post Cards. 4 cents, carmine on buff (with frame).

4+4 ,, ,, ,, (without ,, ).

India.—The P. J. of India confirms our

opinion that none of the stamps issued in

new colours are likely to be overprinted

"C.E.F."

A few varieties in the surcharges on the

stamps in the old colours are noted Ijy the

M. J. as follows :—

•

" On the 3 pies one stamp on each sheet

has a broken ' C' and another a broken ' 1','

the top line of the latter being deficient ; on
the I a. sheets one stamp is overprinted

'O.E.r.'"

Alivar.—"Among some sheets of the new

^ a. stamps our publishers have found one
m which one row of vertical perforations

has been omitted, giving horizontal pairs

imperf. between."

—

M. J.

Faridkot.^-'Vei another Native State Post

Office closes on March 31st, states the

Philaielic Journal of India., and, remarks

our contemporary :

—

"This time it is Faridkot, and special

interest attaches to this case, as it is the

first of the 'Convention' States to gi\e in.

This State is retaining the stock in hand of

unprintcd stamps, and we hope next month
to publish a statement of these remainders."

It is comparatively only recently that the

12 annas with overprint was put into cir-

culation. Will tlicre be a rush for this

stamp ?

It is stated in the /-'. /. of India that only

1,200 of this value, and 1,560 "ordinary,"

and 1,560 "Service" of the i rupee, grey,

were printed.

Givalior.—The M. J. gives the following

varieties of surcharge, whicli it is believed

have not hitiierto been noted :
—

" Willi iiiKill ' A,' or rnlhfr with a Idler willi a Inokcn
lop, as on llii oilier values,

i |)ieH, carmine.

With small 'i;.'

3 picit, i, 1, a anna*.

iVilli small ' ii.'

3 picA, a annas.

" Hoih ilie '(!' and the 'k' are distinctly

different from the other letters ; tliey i)rol)-

ably exist on oilier values also.

Willi a I'lotk l>efort Ih* 'o.'

I 11., a n.

With llie ' A ' alot'e llie lirel 0/ the oilier lelleri.

J niiniiH,

" All arc in the now obsolete colours, and
have the longer iiiiuli surcharge."

y/iind.—The P. J. of India has received

a copy of the 1 rupee, carmine and green

stamp, with a "lead" after State, so that the

word reads " state |

."

Kishengarh.—More varieties for this place.

The M. J. has received a piece of thick

cream-coloured paper (or thin card) 123 x 75

mm., with an impression of the \ a. stamp

in bright rose in the right upper corner. This

may be a post card. Also specimens of 2

and 5 rupees stamps issued by this State of

similar design to the lower values, but in

larger size and with the value not expressed

in English. It seems to be a case of

"making hay while the sun shines."

Ptittialla.—A i anna stamp has been sent

to the M. J. which purports to be of the first

" Service " issue with the curved surcharge

inverted, " puttialla" being at the back of

the head instead of in front. It is reported

that the surcharge corresponds with the

genuine type.

The P. J. of India mentions having seen

this stamp, or another like it, and believes

there would be 240 in ;ill, for a sheet must

have been fed into the press upside down.

The Indian journal also mentions that the

Patiala error with "siate" only has been

met with in the i anna as well as in the

4 annas value, and will be found to be the

first stamp on the left of the second lowest

row of the lower panel.

Travancore.—There is a new stamp here,

and the /-"./. of India thus describes it :

—

"Value
I

chuckram, colour black, pcrf.

and wmk. like tlie rest of the current series.

Although very like the other current stamps, it

differs from them in that the bottom of the

inner circle has the word ' Stamp ' instead

of the value in English. The outer circle,

instead of having a vernacular inscription at

the top, has the words (in English) 'Three

Quarter Chuckram.' Paper thick wove."

Morocco Acenciks.—"We fuul that in

each sheet of the stamps with the London
overprint tiiere is one stamj) which shows an

abnormal ' M ' in ' Morocco.' The letter is

slightly shorter than the rest, and has an

unduly long serif projecting to the left at

top. We hase seen all the values with this

variety of letter."— J/.y.

Nkw Zeai.aNIX— Messrs. Whitfield Kinx

and Co. send us a specimen of the farthing

discount label. .\s this label is not intended

for post.d use, we think it only necessary to

add that the colour is slate-gicy and it bears

Ihc inscription, "NKW zkai.and DISCOUNT

SIAMl' 1"". Our friends remark ;

—
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" We enclose a specimen of a farthing

discount stamp issued by the New Zealand
Government. This is not a postal issue,

although the Post Office is charged with the
duty of selling the stamps to traders and
redeeming them from their customers. On
no account can the stamps be used for

letters ; but as some collectors in New
Zealand are trying to get them date-stamped
by placing them on letters in the hope that

the Post Office may inadvertently mark
them, it is as well to place collectors on
their guard.

" The stamps are used by traders to give
discounts on small purchases, and are the

result of an agitation against so-called

trading Stamp Companies which have been
suppressed by Act of Parliament.

" It may also be of interest for you to

know that the whole of the Queen's head
issue of New Zealand stamps was recalled

from all offices in the Colony on December
31st last, and have been destroyed."

Orange River Colony. — The -|d.

V.R.I, surcharge with small fraction has

been known with level stops, Type i, and

also with raised stops. Type 2 ; but Messrs.

Bright and Son have discovered this variety

with level and raised stops mixed^ Type 4.

The current Cape post card of i penny

ORANGE
has been issued with the RIVER overprint

COLONY
on the stamp in black.

—

M. C.

Post Card, i penny, carmine on buff.

South Africa.—Messrs. Bright and Son

have shown us three stamps stated to have

been made and used by the Boers at Pieters-

burg from about April 3rd to the 1 5th, when

the town was occupied by the British.

These stamps are large, rectangular in

shape, type-set. Values and colours— id.,

pink
;
4d., blue ; and is., yellow. At each

side "z. A. REP.", at top " POS I'EZEGEL,"

and " 1901 " at bottom, with figures of value

in each corner.

A British officer writes Messrs. Bright as

follows :

—

"They were brought here four days ago
from Pietersburg by a Boer refugee, who
states that they were making and using these
stamps up there from the 3rd April to the

day the British entered the town (about the
15th April), that they were made by the
Boer printing press, and that there were very
few of them."

South Australia.— In looking over

stock lately, writes the Australian Phila-

telist, we noted jthe high values, 2s. 6d.

upward, perforated 10, are watermarked

Crown S A sideways, and in the later per-

foration— \\\-\'i\, clean or rough perfora-

tions—the wmk. is normal. It is further

stated that the current 3d. has appeared in

a much darker shade.

Ewejis Weekly is also credited with

having met with the following high values,

perf. i\\:—
£2., Venetian red.

£1 los., dull pink.

£},, sage-green.

£\, lemon.
;^io,* bronze.

^15,* silver.

t,2o, mauve.
* Overprinted "Specimen."

Southern Nigeria.— On page 49 we

gave the colours of the new set. It now
transpires that all the values from ^d. to

IDS., except the is., have the head in black.

In the IS. value the centre is olive-green and

the rest black.

A post card—same type as the adhesives

—is chronicled by the M. C.

Post Card, i penny, carmine on cream.

Straits Settlements.—Selangor.—The

50 cents exists in lilac and black as well as

in green and black.—M. J.

Adliesive. 50 cents, lilac and black.

Tonga.— Considerable interest seems

taken in the stamps of Tonga just now, and

it appears that the -|d. stamp of 1896, formed

from the lid. on 2d., instead of from the 7|d.

on 2d., really exists, for Mr. C. J. Phillips

has met with an undoubtedly genuine used

pair.
Adhesive. \A. on i^d. on 2d., pale blue.

Transvaal.—We are informed by Messrs.

Bright and Son that the first stamps to bear

the King's head will be issued here.

Victoria.—A new id. letter card is an-

nounced by Ewen's Weekly.

The stamp is stated to be exactly similar

in design to the new id. adhesive, and

printed in carmine.

Our contemporary has also received speci-

mens of the new envelope and newspaper

stamps, and states :
" The envelope stamps,

id. and 2d. values, are in I'ose and mauve

respectively, and are similar to the recently

current type, with the words 'Stamp Duty'

removed. The |d. and id. newspaper

wrappers are similar to the new adhesives

of those values. The ^d. wrapper sent us

has no inscriptions at all, but has double

lines in green at the sides, and one side is

apparently rouletted in coloured lines."

The M. C. gives notice of a \d. green en-

velope and a reply post card.

It is stated that a notice has been issued

by the Victorian Post Office to the effect



NEW ISSUES. I J3

that the late issues and duty stamps will be

available for postage up to June ist.

Envelopes, id., green.
id., rose.

2d., mauve.

Letter Card, id., carmine.

Post Card, id. + id., orange-brown on buff.

Wrapfers. Jd., green.

id., carmine.

EUROPE.

Austrian Levant.—The i piaster on 25

heller, blue, has been reported perf. \o\.

Adhesive, i piaster on 25 heller; perf. loj.

Bavaria.— Our publishers have recently

obtained fresh supplies of the current stamps,

some of which differ slightly from those pre-

viously received. In the lower values the

principal difference is in the whiteness of

the paper, the earlier stamps appearing to

be on a /ofied paper, the colour of which

may be due in part to the gum, which is

now perfectly colourless. Some of the shades

are new also. We have as follows :

—

Oh f/u/'te vjliite paper. lV7rtk. close horizontal wavy
lines.

2 pf., grey.

3 ,, deep brown.

5 .. 'J':'=P gri:en.

10 pf., carmine.
20 ,, bright blue.

50 ,, deep marone.

Witili. c ose vertical ivaiiy lines.

I mark, pale mauve.

The higher values are still on slightly

toned paper, as before, and the 3 and 5

marks have the watermark vertical, not as

implied in the Catalogue. The larger stamps

are no doubt usually printed that way of the

paper.

—

M. J.

The M. C. states that the current 20 pf

stamp has Ijeen re-engraved, the numerals
''20" liciiig less open than before.

IJOSNIA.—The letter card of G iKlicr is

now printed on buff card instead of bluish

green. It was issued on March ist.— /!/. C.

Letter Card. 6 licllcr, brown on bufl".

HULCJAklA.—There is a rumour about

that further provisionals are likely to appear

shortly, and that the 3 slot, is to i)e changed

into a 5 slot, stamp.

Ckktk. On pages 78 and 104 we re-

ferred Id .III issue of I'oslagc Due Stamps,

and a .set now reaches us fioiii Messrs.

Whiiricld King and Co.

The values and colours (red) agree witii

the list given by the Af. C. on page 104.

The A. J. I', now slates ilial "it appears

lii.ii ilif sel of Un|)aitl Letter Stamps prinlcU

(in olivc-bislre) from liie plalcs of liic postage

stamps constilulfd a provisional issue."

France.—At a meeting at the Philatelic

Society's Rooms, on May loth, Mr. Franz

Reichenheim called attention to some

varieties in the first printings of the 25

centimes stamps of the current set.

A block of four showed the two upper

stamps ha\ing thinner figures of value than

the lower pair.

In another block of four the lower left-

hand stamp showed the curl of the figure 5

touching the back part of the figure.

A specimen of the 30 c. first printing is

known in which the figures of value are

entirely missing.

Greece.—A long list of abnormal varie-

ties of the surcharged stamps is given in the

M. J. as follows :

—

"We have received the 40 1., Type 2,

perf. 115, with the 'AJI' 25 1. surcharge.

This we have only listed imperf hitherto.

Adhesive. 25 !. on 40 1., purple ; per/. \\\.

"We have also the following abnormal
varieties of the surcharges :

—

Type I, 110figures on back.

With 'AEnTA'/w- ' AEHTA.'
30 1. on 40 1., purple on creant; imperf.
30 1, on 40 1. ,, ,, per/. ii\.

40 1. on 2 1., stone ,, iniper/.

Type 2. Athens pri)it.

Surcharge inverted.

20 I. on 25 1., deep blue ; iiiiper/.

20 1. on 25 1., dull blue
,,

20 1. on 25 1., pale blue ,,

20 1. on 25 1., dull blue
;
per/. i\\.

20 1. on 25 1., pale blue „ „

With double surcharge.

20 I. on 25 1., dull blue ; imperf.
20 1. on 25 1., pale blue ,,

20 1. on 25 I., deep blue
;
per/. 11 J.

20 1. on 25 I., pale blue ,, „

With '20' at top and ' AEIITA ' atfoot.
20 I. on 25 1., dull blue ; imperf.
20 I. on 25 I. „ P'rf. II J.

With 'AM,' etc., doid)k.

5 I. on I dr., blue ; Olympic issue.

"Mr. F. I'ostlethwailc sends us wh.ii

appears to be a fairly good imitation of the
20 I., Type 2, which appears to have de-
frauded the (ireek I'ost Office. It is in a
rt'//// nv/ shade, perf wh. It maybe recog-
nised by the letters of the word 'KAAAi;'
at the top, which .ire irregular, the last

letter in parliculai' sloping backwanls."

We hope we have nut given any of these

before ; we belie\c we liav e not.

Three bands are noted by the .1/. C. as

follows :
—

JltiHdi. I IrpiuM, liulii lirgwii uii yoliuwikli any.
a Icplu. uivy

S • I'U'" Urocii

Monaco - In addition lo the 5 c. ,md

10 cents, in new colours, the J'. /'r,ift,,ijx

has received the 25 centimes blue.

AdMttivt. »i c, blue (now tulouiX
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Spain.—A post card with stamp of the

new type has appeared The size is

124x77 mm., and the stamp is to the left

of the card.—Af. C.

Post Card. 10 centimos, chocolate on orange.

Turkey.—Some stationery has to be

added to the new issue of stamps.

Wrappers. 5 paras, olive ; for exterior.

10 „ yellow-green ,,

5 ,, violet ; for interior.

10 „ green „

WURTEMBERG.—We are told that the

colour of the lately issued 25 pfg. of the

municipal set is orange.

AMERICA.

Argentine Republic.—From \h.& Metro-

politan Philatelist we learn that a letter

sheet, the reverse of which bears a picture

of the Falls of Los Mataderos, has been

issued.

The M. C. states that the envelope of 12

centavos has been replaced by one of 15

centavos with stamp of the same type and

colour.
Envelope. 15 centavos, blue on straw.

Letter Sheet. 5 centavos, blue.

Bolivia.— It is stated that the current 5

centavos stamp has had its colour changed

to dark red.

A dhesive. s centavos, current type, dark red.

Chili.—The P.J. B. informs us that the

5 c. on 30 c, red, exists with reversed sur-

charge, and that the current 10 c. on yellow

is unknown in Valparaiso. Also that as yet

no higher value than the 10 c. has appeared

of the new issue.

Adhesive. 5 c. on 30 c, red, with inverted surcharge.

Colombian Republic— Tmnnco.—There

are other values of the provisional chronicled

last month, and Messrs. Bright and Son

have shown us specimens on the entire

envelopes.

We give a list of all the values known to

us up to date, and add that all exist both

imperf and perf. ; also, that the sheets of

the latter, hke the early Samoan, are not

perforated on the outside, so that specimens

naturally exist imperf at top or bottom and

one side for the outside stamps.

These stamps or labels have certainly

franked letters to this side up to the last

day or two.

Adhesives.

1 centavo, black
;
perf. and imperf.

2 centavos

2|

50

Registration Stamp.
10 centavos, black ; perf. and imperf.

Cos r.A Rica.—We learn that some, if not

all, of the new issue have been surcharged

"oficial" in violet.

So far, three values are known.

Officials. I centimo, black and green.

_

2 centimos ,, vermilion.

5 ,, ,, pale blue.

Ecuador.— It is reported that the four

stamps changed in colour, as announced on

p. 79, have all been surcharged '''oficial"

in black.

Officials. I c, scarlet and black, black surcharge.

2 c, green ,, ,,

5 c, grey-lilac ,, ,,

10 c, dull blue ,, ,,

Honduras.— Messrs. Stanley Gibbons,

Ltd., have met with a pair of the first issue

2 reales, black on green, one of which is

surcharged "UN real" in black, while the

other is unsurcharged.

Mexico.—Several journals chronicle some

undescribed varieties of the 1895-8 issue,

surcharged "oficial"; also the 50 cents,

of the current set with this overprint.

Officials.

5 c., ultramarine; wmk. "R.M." in a monogram.
I c, green „ Eagle and "R.N."
5 G., ultramarine . ,, ,, ,,

I c, green ; unwatermarked.
5 c, ultramarine ,,

50 c, black and lilac ; current issue.

Paraguay.—The /. B. J. adds another

value to the latest set of postals.

This is the i cent., and the colour is given

as green, which should be correct ; but this

value, surcharged "oficial," has been i-e-

corded in blue colour
;
probably a mistake.

Adhesive, i centavo, green.

United Stat'ES. — The Pan-American

stamps have reached this side in consider-

able quantities, and no doubt will have a

ready sale.

They ai'e certainly attractive in appear-

ance, and the worst that can be said against

them is that they are an unnecessary issue.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send us a

set.

Uruguay.—We have to note the new
stationery issued for this country.

Envelope. 5 centesimos, blue on cream laid.

Letter Card. 3 centesimos, blue.

Wrapper. 5 milesimas, brown on manilla.
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OTHER COUNTRIES.

China.—The HI. J. has seen a pair

e 7 c. on "-, cents, larg'e figures, imper

...^ -., . J. -.,^.. „ ,
of

the \ c. on 3 cents, large figures,

"" •*'" ""~ of the stampsforate vertically, with one

showing the error "CEN" for cent.

COREA.—The lately issued \\ sen ultra-

marine stamp of Japan has been surcharged

in native characters in black for use in the

Japanese post offices here, and a copy is to

hand from Messrs. Whitfield King and Co.

The M. C. announces two new stamps for

use in Corea. The first is the 2 cheun, blue,

in an altered design in which the emblem
is at the bottom of the central oval instead

of in the middle ; it has also circles at the

four corners instead of squares. The second

is the 10 cheun, which was prepared some
time ago, but delayed by an accident.

Aiihesivcs. ij sen, ultramarine ; black surcharge.

2 cheun, blue ; new design.
10 ,, mauve.

Fernando Poo.- -The colours of the 1901

set do not, it is said, correspond with those

anticipated in the fall of last year. The
following may be the correct tints, though

we have seen others given as final :
—

1 centimo, black.

2 centimes, red-brown.

3 „ dark violet.

4 ,, violet.

5 ,, vermilion.
10 ,, lilac-brown

25 11 blue.

Aiihesh'es.

50 centimos, claret.

75 .. brown.
1 peseta, blue-green.

2 pesetas, rosy brown.

3 „ olive-green.

4 .. feJ.

5 >. green.

10 pesetas, orange.

French Colonies.—All the colonies

have been supplied with the following

stationery.

—

M. C. :—

15 centimes, grey and carmine on greenish.

25 ,, blue „ ,, rose (large size).

I'ost Cards.

10 centimes, carmine and blue on greenish,
lo-l-io ,, ,, ,, ,, bluish.

[.tiler Cnnls.

15 centimes, grey and carmine on grey.

25 .1 "'"e II II fO!"-.

The second colour of each is ili;ii oi the

name of the colony.

Liiii'ikiA. Copies of the 4 cents and 5

dollars of liie 1892 issue have been found

with the centres inverted.

—

Ewen's Weekly.

M.\l)AOASCAK.--Tiie 5 ceiUimcs in llie

yclio\v-t,Mcen shade reaches us from Messrs.

Whiifi(!l(i King and Co.

Aillifiii't. 5 ccniiinci, yellow-green.

Nicw Cai.k.donia. From various sources

we yaihi I iliat some frcsh surcharges have

l)i-rii m.ide.

The 2 c, 75 c, and i franc of the colonial

type have been overprinted " n.c.e." and

fresh \'alue in black, an "error" also being

made through two of the stamps of the 75 c.

value on one sheet being found ivithout the

surcharge.
Adhesives.

5 c. on 2 c, brown on buff; black surcharge.

15 c. on 75 c, brown on orange ,,

15 c. on I f., olive ,,

Error. 75 c. on sheet without surcharge.

New South African Republic—From
a Continental source comes the report of the

finding of a 2d. on straw of the issue of 1887,

with embossed arms and no date.

Adhesive. 2d., violet on straw.

Portuguese Colonies.—Messrs. Whit-

field King and Co. inform us that they have

received specimens of the new high values

issued for use in the different possessions,

and that the design is the same as the other

values of the current set. Values and colours

given below.

The M. J., from information supplied by

Le T. Beige., states that the values arc 500

and 1,000 reis.

Adhesives. 500 reis, black on blue.

700 ,, mauve on cream.

1,000 ,, ? red lilac.

Siam. — "A correspondent at Bangkok

tells us that there are several varieties of

the surcharges of 1895-9, as in the earlier

issues, and we ha\e no doubt that this is the

case. He gives us the following list :

—

I atl on 12 atts.yitt*- varl^'ties.

1 „ 12 ,, crr-or ' Atl«.'

3 atts on 12 ,, two varieties.

4 II 12 II i> 11

4 ,, 12 ,,
' Am' without stof.

4 ,, 12 ,, double surcharge.

2 ,, 64 „ three varieties, differixs /torn
those of 1 894.

2 „ 64 „ error ' \\\.'

"The same coricsi)ondcnl tells us that

when the lA att card came out last year,

the remaining stock of the i att cards was

surcharged i^ att in Siamese characters, to

correspond with the price at wliich these

cards had always been sold."— .1/. _/.

I'ott Card. 1) lilt on I all, red on yfllow.

Tunis.—A set of Postage Due stamps has

appcaitti. I'hc type very closely resembles

the cornspontling French design. --.!/. C.

I'otl.u'e /'«. I lontiiiir, liliiik.

J celiliiiio, iirdniic

,,
blur.

Ill ,, brown,
iKi ,, bliie-urmii.

to ,, carniTnc.

)u ,, ratl'biuwn.
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Hjjtlalclic Sntktics' ||tc£tings.

Council for the Year 1900-1901.

Preside}ii—
H.R.H. The Duke oe Cornwall and York, K.G., etc.

Vice-Piesiifent—M. P. Castle.
Hon. Secretary—J. A. Tillearu.
Hon, Ti casurer— C. N. Biggs.

Ho/i. Assistafit ^ecrettDy -}A. R. Oldfield.
Hon. Librarian— T. I\Ia\'C()CIv.

W. ];. AVEKY. L. L. K. HAUbBUUG.
E. D. Bacon. C. E. McNaughtan.
W. D. Beckton. K. Meyer.
K. Ehrenbach. F. Ransom.

H. J. White.

The twelfth meeting of the season 1900-1901
was held at Effingham House on Friday, the
I2lh April, 1901, at 7.45 p.m.

iSlembers present: Wessrs. E. D. Bacon,
L. W. Fulcher, Franz Reichenheim, L. L. R.
Ilausburg, A R. Barrett, C. McNaughtan,
C. Neville Biggs, T. Maycock, W. Schwabacher,
Louis E. Bradbury, Edward J. Nankivell, J. A.
Tilleard, B. D. Knox, and one visitor.

In the absence of the Vice-President, the chair

was taken by Mr. E. D. Bacon.
The minutes of the last meeting having been

read and confirmed, the Secretary read a letter

from the Honorary Secretary of the Philatelic

Society of India, acknowledging the receipt of
the report of the Council of the London Society
on the subject of the proposed amalgamation of

the two societies. In his communication Mr.
Corfield explained that it was not now necessary
that any further action should be taken in the
matter, and the announcement that the anticipated

difficulties, which had induced the Executive of
the Indian Society to put forward the proposal,

had been satisfactorily disposed of, was received
with great satisfaction by the members attending
the meeting.

Mr. Frank Allen, proposed by Mr. A. T. Bate,
and seconded by the Honorary Secretary, was
elected a member of the Society.

The business of the evening consisted of a

display of the stamps of Japan by Mr. L. W.
l'"ulcher. After explaining the various issues of
the postage and telegraph stamps shown, Mr.
I'ulcher passed round a number of examples from
his large collection of the fiscal stamps of the

same country. These were inspected with great
interest as illustrating the high state of perfection

to which the Japanese have attained in the art of
engraving and printing as applied to the production
of stamps.

On the motion of Mr. Wickham Jones, seconded
by Mr. Barrett, a hearty vote of thanks was
accorded to Mr. Fulcher .^or his interesting display

and explanations.

The thirteenth meeting of the season 1900-1901
was held at Effingham House on Friday, the
26th April, 1901, at 7.45 p.m.
Members prtsent : ^ Messrs. M. P. Castle,

Herbert R. Oldfield, Rudolph Meyer, Franz
Reichenheim, Vernon Roberts, E. D. Bacon,
C. McNaughtan, E. P. Airlie Dry. T. Maycock,
C. Neville Biggs, F. Ransom, E. A. Elliot,

W. Silk, jun.. L. W. Fulcher, W. Schwabacher,
Louis E. Bradbury, Edward J. Nankivell, J. A.
Tilleard, B. D. Knox, A. R. Barrett, and one
visitor.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President,

and the minutes of the meeting held on the

I2th April, 1901, were read and confirmed.

A letter was read from the Boston Philatelic

Society, acknowledging receipt of a copy of the

Society's work on India and Ceylon, accompanied
by a formal acknowledgment from the Librarian

of the Public Library of the City of Boston.

The Hon. Treasurer presented the balance

sheet and accounts for the financial year ending

31st March, 1901, and the same were referred to

the Auditors It was proposed and seconded that

Messrs. Chambers and Maycock should be asked

to accept the appointment of Auditors, as on-

previous occasions, and the resolution having been
carried unanimously, Mr. Maycock signified on
bthalf of Mr. Chambers and himself their willing-

ness to accept the position.

It was moved by Mr. Nankivell, and seconded
by Mr. Tilleard, that Messrs. Wickham Jones,

Biggs, and Oldfield, should be appointed a

Committee, with authority to make arrangements

for the Annual Dinner, and report thereon to a
later meeting of the Society.

Mr. J. R. F. Turner, who attended the meeting
on the invitation of the Vice-President, then

produced for the inspection of the members his

very complete and interesting collection of the

besieged stamps of Mafeking, and read a paper

on the history of the stamps.

Mr. Turner also produced a complete series of

the Mafeking Mail, as issued during the siege.

The display of the stamps caused considerable

interest, and a vote of thanks was duly accorded

to Mr. Turner, on the motion of the Vice-

President, seconded by Mr. H. R. Oldfield, and
the meeting then terminated.

The third annual dinner was held at Anderton's

Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C., on Tuesday, May 7th,

1901.

The chair was taken at 7. 15 p.m. by Mr. M. P.

Castle, and among those present were : S. j

.

Anderson, J. K. Boddy, W. A. Boyes, L. E.

Bradbury, W. G. Cool, E. P. Dry, R. Ehrenbach,

R. Frentzel, G. Gaffe, W. Jacoby, J. W. Jones,

L, Magnee, E. A. Mardon, F. W. Mellor, F. J.

Melville, R. Meyer, F. Reichenheim, J. C. Side-

botham, W. Simpson, E. L. Styles, C. R. Suther-

land, D. Thomson, A. G. Wane, F. A. Wickhart,

Baron P. de Worms, H. A. Slade, and five

visitors.

The loyal toasts being duly honoured, the

Chairman, in felicitous terms, gave the toast of

the evening, " Success to the Herts Philatelic

Society." He congratulated the Society on the

good work it had done during the past season,

and as one of its Vice-Presidents, was glad to be

able to state that it undoubtedly filled a want long

existent. It was the means of bringing a number
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of Philatelists into friendly union, and without

doubt was helping forward the interests of stamp
coUecling in the belter senses of the term.

Passing on to Philately in general, he reminded
the members that the pursuit had just entered

upon a new era as regarded British and colonial

issues, and that probably the Victorian range of

stamps would become the limit for a number of

present-day collectors. Those who came after us

would presumably take up the Edwardian era in

the same way.
Mr. P'ranz Reichenheini, in responding to the

toast, gave a graphic report as to the present

position of the Society. In spite of eleven

resignations, membership during the past year

had increased from 98 to 112—a net gain of

fourteen. The financial position was equally

strong—upwards of £\2 lo be carried forward

in favour of the Society. Part of this balance

it was suggested might usefully be employed in

purchase of books for the Library. Mr. Reichen-
lieim paid a well-deserved tribute to the great

assistance rendered by the Vice-Presidents and
honorary members to the Society, and expressed

a hope that similar assistance might be forth-

coming in the future. The Plerts Philatelic

Society specially catered for the average collector,

and had no desire to compete with any other

similar institution, least of all with the great ones
who sat at Effingham House. Co-operation and
good fellowshi[) had been the causes of its

success.

A recitation by Mr. J. K. Boddy on the woes
of an amateur actor came as a welcome interlude,

and was warmly applauded by tlie members.
The Chairman then introduced Baron Percy de

Worms, who had kindly promised to give a

display of his brother's collection of the stamps
of Ceylon. Praising these superb stamps is like

painting the lily ; as the Chairman observed, it is

most probably the best specialised collection in

existence, and could scarcely be improved as

regards range of shades, perfs., blocks, etc.

At the conclusion of the display, which was
keenly enjoyed by the members, Mr. Sidebotham
proposed, and the Secretary seconded, a special

vote of thanks to the I'arcjn for his great courtesy,

which was carried witii acclamation. This was
gracefully responded to, and a successful meeting
terminated al 10.15 P-'"'

II A. Sl.ADE,

Hon. Sec. and 7'rcasiirci:

iNCLifbioK, St. Aluans.

iHniui)i'!ittr |)l)ilntrlii- .'^aiittu.

/'/••.«/i/<'«/—W. DORNING Itl'.tKlON.

TllK thirleeiith meeting was held at tlic (uand
Hold on Friday evening, March 29th, the I'resi-

dent being in the chair and nine ulhcr members
prcs(;nl.

Mr. J. K. \'oung was elected a member of the

Society.

Mr. A. 11. iliirri.son gave n display uf llic

hlamps of Holl.ind, nil unused, and con isiin[; of

many blocU.s, strips, and pairs.

TllIC fuurlccnlli nieeling look pliicc on l''riHay

evening, April \i\\\. Tlie Presiileni was in the

cliiiir, liiirlei'h nilur nicniberii bcin|; |iresciil.

The date of the Annual Meeting was fixed for

Friday, May 17th.

Mr. Duerst read the balance sheet of the recent

Philatelic l^xhibition in Paris, comparing it item

for item with that of the one held in Manchester

in 1899, the result being very greatly in favour

of the latter.

Mr. B. J. Beckton gave a lantern exhibition of

the slides, about 120 in number, made by the late

Mr. Thomas Ridpath, and which after his death

were bought by Mr. Abbott and presented lo the

Society.

The fifteenth meeting was held on Friday evening,

April 26ih. The President look ihe chair, and
there were thirteen other members present.

Arrangements were made for the Ceneral

Meeting, the Summer Meetings, and the Annual
Picnic, and the Nomination Paper for the Officers

for the next Session was laid upon Ihe table.

The Hon. Librarian reported the gifts of a

bound copy of Collin and CalniaiUs Cataloi^uc by
Mr. Ostara and Gloynes Stamp Magazine by Mr.
Ileywood.

Mr. V. T. Roberts gave a display of the stamps
of Egypt, and Mr. Beckton also showed his col-

lection of that country which secured the highest

medal in its class al ihe Paris Philatelic Exhibition

last year.

G. Fred II. Giusox, lion. Sec.

KUUSAL, Manchestek.

^ubuiimn .^tnmp (Ba;rljaui3c (tlub.

December accounts have been satisfactorily

settled, and January (lackets, which have just

come back from circulation, will be dealt with as

speedily as possible. In both cases sales give

a very good average, showing that Philately is fast

recovering from the depression caused by the war.

The impending change in all British and colonial

issues will probably give a certain impetus lo

collecting, and prospects for the future are much
brighter than they have been at any time during

the past eighteen months. Collectors will do
well to bear this in mind and fill up some of the

blanks in their albums while prices are at a low
ebb.

Four packets, containing 167 sheets, valued in

the aggregate al ;i'l,9l9 2s. lld., were made up
and despatched on the April circuii by the 29lh

ultimo. Australians and Africans, as usual, were
sjjecially strong, and, taken as a whole, there was
a fine selection t)f stamps offered in good condi-

tion at reasonable prices. As buyers are now
well in evidence, members are invited to submit

their best duplicales for inclusion in the .suiiiiuer

packets : sheets are not circulated for a longer

perioil than thirteen weeks, and settlements are

nuide within .seven days. Members should be

careful to notify absence from home in avoiil

delay and con.se(|ueni lines. Nou-eonlribiiiing

niembeis will) dcsiie lo sec packets regularly

sliciidd give due notice to the Secretary.

Collectors of all grades will be wiliomed on
receipt of Ihe usual references, and lull (mi-

liculars, with copies of rules, etc., Mill be for-

warded on aiiplicaiion by the Srcieluiy, II, A.
Slude, lM(;leMtlc, St. Alliuits,
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351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The sixty-fifth meeting of the Board of Gover-
nors was held at the Club-house on Monday
evening, April 8th, 1901. Present: Messrs.
Andreini, Low, Ltiff, and Scott. The Committee
on New Club-house reported having received

gratifying answers to their circular, the replies

so far being unanimously favourable. Report of

Treasurer, showing cash balance in bank of

$329.76 exclusive of §[,000 bond, was read and
accepted. Report of House Committee received.

Dr. T. L Hazzard was dropped from member-
ship roll for failure to qualily. Mr. J. L. Libby
was dropped for non-payment of dues. The
names of Messrs. Colson, Lawrence, and Colson
were balloted upon, and were declared to have
been unanimously elected subscribing members of

the Club. John N. Luff, Secretary pro tern.

A General Meeting of the Society was held on
Friday, March 1st, 1901, at Mr. Larmour's resi-

dence, 60, Bentinck Street, Calcutta, at 6 o'clock.

Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson presided, and there were
also present Lieutenant-Colonel G. F. A. Harris

and Messrs. J. A. Burrup, W. Corfield, E. B.

Havell, T. Hoffmann, W. James, C. F. Larmour,
F. A. Larmour, F. N. Schiller, and A. L. Selkirk.

The annual accounts for 1900, which showed a

satisfactory balance in favour of the Society, were
passed as correct and ordered to be circulated.

A letter, dated December 28th, 1900, from Mr.

J. A. Tilleard, Hon. Secretary, the Philatelic

Society, London, to the address of Mr. C. Stewart-

Wilson, relative to the proposed amalgamation of

the Philatelic Society of India with that of

London, was read, together with the Report
thereon of the Special London Sub-Conmiittee
made to the Council of the London Society. It

was resolved that, as the circumstances which led

the Philatelic Society of India to approach that

of London in view to an amalgamation had
now happily ceased to be operative, the Hon.
Secretary be instructed to thank Mr. Tilleard for

the careful consideration his Society had given to

the proposal, and to inform him that for the

present the Society did not propose to take any
further action in the matter. Mr. Tilleard's letter

(with its enclosure) was ordered to be filed for

future reference. It was announced that Part II.

of Mr. D. P. Masson's Handbook on the Stamps
of Jammu and Kashmir was in the press and on

the point of publication, and an offer by Mr.

C. Stewart - Wilson to prepare a Handbook
on the Telegraph Stamps of British India was
cordially accepted. The subject of an exhibition

during the next cold season was brought up and
adjourned for future consideration. Attention

was directed to the fact that the office of Deputy
Editor of the Journal was unfilled, but no one

was willing to accept the appointment. Mr. H.

R. Grimes, of 14, Clive Street, Calcutta, was ap-

pointed advertisement contractor for the Journal
on a remuneration of 20 per cent, on collections

in respect of such advertisements as are obtained

by him and on such as are entrusted to him for

collection by the Hon. Treasurer. This is in lieu

of all former arrangements.
W. Corfield, Hon. Sec.

Calcutta, March ^iid, 1901.

Contsponii^nc^.

Communications.—All cotnmimications of Philatelic viatters and Publications for Review should

be addressed to the Editor of The London Philatelist, Kingston Lodge, Richmond Place,

Brighton.

Advertisements should be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson (Advertising Department), Effing-

ham House, Arundel Street, I^ondon, W. C.

Subscriptions.—The London Philatelist will be sent, postfree in Great Britaiii or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of 6s. ($1.50). Stibscribers' remittances should

be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson, Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

CEYLON PROOFS.

To the Editor of the "London Philatelist."

Dear Sir,—I see that I have made a mistake
with regard to the paragraph in the London
Philatelist referring to the proofs in the Society's

rooms, which I wrote from an old note made
years ago. On looking at the proofs again I find

that the id. is the die proof on card, and the

other values, plate proofs on paper : they are

chronicled in India and Ceylon.

Yours faithfully,

Percy de Worms.

37, Lowndes Street, S.W., May gth, igoi.

PE BARBADOS PROVISIONALS.

Dear Sir,—Last May I wrote you saying

I had already the four halves of Gibbons' Nos. 86

and 87, and the right half of No. 88, and asked

you if you thought the left half of 88 existed, as

I had never seen it ; and you kindly replied it

does exist, and at the same time were pleased to

inform me I was fortunate to have the five halves,

and you hoped I would succeed in procuring the

sixth. I have at last secured this remaining sixth

half, but am puzzled somewhat, as it is a variety

not named in any catalogue, I think.

It has the smaller numeral 1 = 6 mm. high, and

the smaller letter D = 2i mm. high, but the serif

to the I is not straight, but on a distinct slanting
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curve, and yet not as large a curve as the No. 86
between the right and the large curve as it were.

I showed it, along with the other five halves of

mine, to a well-known expert, and he says he
does not think this discrepancy should have been
missed by the compilers of the Handbook on
Barbados, and I think you will agree, as they

call it a straight serif, but it is certainly not like

my straight serif in the right half, but, as before

said, an intermediate form. I am, however,
placing it amongst my others in the position of

left half of No. 88, as the D and i are similar to

right half; although the serif, whilst not as large

a curve as in 86, is certainly Jtot straight like my
right half in 88 : it of course cannot be placed as a

left half of 86, as the latter has higher numeral and
larger D. I name this as perhaps by alluding to

it in your journal some other collector may
suggest some explanation, as these stamps are

considered very scarce at the best.

Whilst writing I may say I have a Servian

15 p., orange, 1869-78 issue, /«//. 12 all round,

which I don't find in any catalogue. Here
again, doubtless, some reader may also be able

suggest if this stamp has also been seen else-

where.

With apologies for troubling you.

Believe me,
Very truly yours,

Ernest Heginbotto.m.

%\\t iflarket.e.

Note.— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way

to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

Messrs. PumcK and Simpson.

Sale of April i6th to 19th.

* Unused.

The following are some of the principal

this fine sale •.

—

Bavaria, 1849, I kr., grey-black, block

of fifteen*

Ditto, 1850-8, 9 kr., green, sheet of

forty-five*

Ditto, ditto, 12 kr., red, ditto*

Ditto, ditto, 18 kr., yellow, ditto* .

France, 1849, l franc, orange-brown,

stained and small tear
*

Hanover, 10 gros., green, block of four 8

Heligoland, \ sch., the error, block of

six on |)iecc

Ditto, I mark, perf. 14J, scarlet,

sheet of fifty* . . .

Ditto, 5 marks, pcrf. 144, half-sheets

of twenty-five . £() 15s. and

Italy, 1851, 40 c, deep rose, block of

four* . ...
Lubeck, 2 sch., brown, the error,

2 J sell., used

Prussia, 1850 6, 4 pf.
,
green, block of

ninety, full gum*

Ditto, 1866, 10 sgr., ro.se, on gold-

beater's skin, sheet of 100* .

Ditto, ditto, 30 sgr., ditto, ditto* .

Moldavia, 1854, 54 paras, slightly cut .

Spain, 1851, pair 2 rcaks

Ditto, 1852, ditto, ditto

Ditto, 1853, 12 cuarlDS, block of

forty-two . . • • 5

Ditto, ditto, 6 reale.H, block ol eight 4

Ditto, 1865, 12 cimrtits, with invcriod

centre . . . , 7

lots of

s. <f.

7 6

o o

15 o

S o

IS o

5 o

5 o

S o

o o

IS o

•S o

7 6

IS o

IS o

o o

lU o

7 <>

10 o

17 6

s. d.

12 6
£

Winterthur, 2i r., vertical pair . . 5

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf., minute tear 7

Philippine Islands, 1854, 5 c, orange,

block of ten . . .17
Ditto, ditto, 10 c, rose, ditto . . 22

Ditto, 2 reales, green, ditto . . 16

Lagos, 2s. 6d., grey . • • 3

Ditto, Ss., blue . . .4
Mauritius, 1848, Post Paid, id., orange

on bluish, early . . . 4 10

Ditto, ditto, ditto, id., orange on

white, pair, medium .

Ditto, large fillet, 2d., blue

U.S.A., sheet of Provitlence (twelve)*

Ditto, State §20*

St. Kitts, 6d., grey, sheet of twenty* .

St. Vincent, no wmk., perf. 11X12^,
4d., blue, 1866 9, sheet of thirty,

postmarked

Ditto, Ss., rose, Star .

Tobago, 6d. , orange, block of fifty-four

'

Ditto, 1891-2, i on4d., grey, sheet

of sixty* . . • • 5 5

Virgin Islands, 6d., rose, on toned

paper, an entire sheet ol twenty-

live, including the variety with

large "V"*
British CJuiana, 1856, 4 c., nwgentu

Buenos Ayres, 5 pe.sos, orange .

Victoria, Collections of, 147

Ditto, ditto, 136 . . .

Western Austrnliii, 1857, ad., brown
on red . ..IS

7 '5

8

6

6 10

>5

9

7

10

10 3 6

7 '5 Q

12

14 14

10 S
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Mr. W. Hadlow.
Sale of April 19th.

* Unused
£, s. d.

Great Britain, Id., "V.R."* . . 7 10 o

Oldenburg, \ gr.
,
yellow on white . I 10 o

Orange River Colony, "V.R.I." block
of four, 2jd. on 3d.

*
. .200

South Australia, ist issue, imperf. , 2d.,

blood-red* . . .400
Ditto, perf. 10, 6d., dark blue* .220
Ditto, perf. xroul., 46., purple . 2 10 o

Victoria, 5s., bkie on yellow . .220
Ditto, no wmk. (?), 2d., Gibbons'
No. 63 . . ..500

Messrs. Plumridge and Co.

Sale of April 23rd and 24th.

* Unused

British Columbia, $1, green, perf. 14* 280
Cape of Good Hope, " three pence "

on 4d., blue . . . i lo o

Ceylon, 4d , imperf., medium . .526
Great Britain, ;i^i, brown-lilac, wmk.

Maltese cross
*

. . . 10 o o

Nevis, perf. 15, is., yellow-green .220
Ditto, ditto, litho., is., deep green,

horizontal pair* . . .220
Ditto, ditto, single* . . .120
Ditto, IS., lilac, horizontal pair* .200

New South Wales, 1890, perf. 11, 5s.,

purple* . . ..120
Queensland, 6d., green, imperf. .170
St. Vincent, 2jd. on 4d., lake-brown,

block of four, including variety

without fraction bar* . -376
Winterthur, 2j r. , black on red . . I 14 o

Trinidad, 1859-61, 6d., green, imperf. I I O

The remainder of the sale consisted of whole-

sale lots and collections.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper.

Sale of April 25th and 26lh.

* Unused

Great Britain, "V.R. ", with trial oblit- I ?• d.

eraliun . . ..600
Ditto, 2jd., Plate 2, error of lettering

" L. H. F. L.

"

. . .2126
Ditto, "Government Parcels," id.,

inverted surcharge* . . 4 15 o

Ditto, ditto, but used . . • 3 '5 O

Gibraltar, ist issue, complete* . .3176
Finland, ist issue, 5 kop., blue, mint* 3 5

Naples, I t.. Cross, on entire . . 2 17 6

Sweden, "tretio"* . . . 7 10 o

Neufchatel, 5 cents* . . -330
Zurich, 4 r.. Type I, horizontal lines . 7 10 o

Ditto, 6 r., pair. Types 3 and 4, but

torn into* . . . 7 10 o

. 2 ]0 oHongkong, 18 c, lilac, CC^

India, 1866, "Service," 2 annas, pair

Ditto, ditto, ditto, single*

British South Africa, 1891, |d. on 6d.

2d. on 6d., and 8d. on is. *
.

Cape Woodblock, id , red, thinned*
Ditto, 4d., dark blue, cut close

Lagos, los., lilac-brown, pen-marked

Mauritius, 2d., large fillet

Zululand, ^5, postally used ^^3 15s.

New Brunswick, is. (two pinholes)

U.S.A., i868, 90 c, blue, with grille

British Guiana, 1852, 4 c, blue .

Ditto, 1856, 4 c, magenta, clipped

at one corner

Nevis, IS., blue-green* .

Ditto, 6d., green, CA .

St. Vincent, Star, perf. 11 x 12J-, is

rose-red* .

Trinidad, id., blue, litho., on bluish

cartridge paper

Turks Islands, is., prime
Ditto, 2^d. on is., prime. Type 6'

Buenos Ayres, 3 pesos, green* .

Anlioquia, 1st issue, 7\ c, blue*

Uruguay, 240 c. , vermilion, block
letters, used

£ s.

2 8
2 16

rl.

2 18

4 4
2 15

5 5

II 10

&3 17 6

7 5

4

5 10

3 7 6

2 10

3 12 6

6 15

3 12 6

7
2 4

3 5

6 10

4 15 o

Collections—3,326, ;^24 ; 935, ^^28.

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson.

Sale of April 30th to May 2nd.

* Unused

The following is a list of some of the principal

lots of this important sale :

—

Alsace and Lorraine, 5 c.
,
green, with

net downwards, with gum* . . 17 o o

Austria, 1858-9, 2kr., orange, part gum* 600
Ditto, Mercury, 6 kr., red, with gum* 50 o o

Ditto, ditto, 30 kr., rose, part gum,
little soiled* . . . 5 10 o

Ditto, ditto, ditto, used, slightly cut . 7 10 o

Belgium, 1850, 10 c, wmk. in frame,

part gum* . . .5150
Bergedorfj^sch., black on lilac, no gum* 10 10 o

Bremen, fine lot of twenty-five, all* .900
Ditto, 7 gro., black on yellow, perf
on entire . . . . 5 10 o

Bulgaria, 1882, 5 stotinki, rose, error,

with another stamp on piece . 815 o

Finland, 1866, 5 p., black on bufif, error,

some of the perforations repaired . 20 o o

France, 1849, i franc, orange . . 6 15 o

Ditto, 1853-60, 80 c. , carmine, a strip

of three, one stamp being tete-bkhe,

but slightly cut into . . . 6 10 o

Ditto, 1872-5, error, 15 c, bistre on
rose, corner perf. repaired . .5150

Ditto, Journal Stamps, 1868, perf.,

5 c, red, 5 c. , blue, and 5 c,
mauve, mint *

. . .900
Great Britain, id., "V.R. ", no gum* . 800

Ditto, 1876-83, 5s., rose, Plate 4,

on bluish, no gum **
. . .7150

Ditto, 1876, 8d. , brown, mint pair* .800
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9 o

5 10

5 5

10

4 15

13

18

5 10

5 10

7 5

42

12 10

II 15

27

46

12 10 o

2100

Heligoland, i, 2, and 3 pf., slightly ^ ^

thinned . . . . 6 10

Hungary, 25 kr., mauve, litho. , block

of four, with gum* .

Ionian Islands, set used .

Luhieck, 2 sch., brown, block of eight,

including the error, no gum*

Mecklenburg -Schwerin, J, roulelted

and doited ground, part roulettes

cut, part gum*

Ditto, another used, and fine .

Naples, \ t., Arms, cut close* .

Ditto, J t.. Cross, with gum, very fine* 18 o

Oldenburg, 1859, 2 gro., black on rose,

no gum * ...
Parma, 1854, 5 c., orange-yellow, mint*

Prussia, 1861-5, 2 sgr., Prussian blue,

pair, no roulettes at right* .

Roumania, 1854, 27 paras

Ditto, ditto, 54 paras, slightly thinned

Ditto, ditto, another, small tear

Ditto, ditto, 81 paras, colour a trifle

faded . . . 2

Ditto, ditto, 108 paras, with gum a

little creased , and pinhole in corner
*

Ditto, 1858, 80 paras, red, four fine

copies on original

Ditto, 1859, 5 paras, black on white,

strip of three on piece

Ditto, ditto, 40 paras, blue, an entire

sheet of thirty-two, full gum*

Ditto, 1869, 15 bani, rose-red, on laid

fine pair . ...
Ditto, 1876-9, Sb., blue, and 5 bani,

rose-red, errors, with gum* .

Russia, 1858, wmk. figures, 30 k.,

with gum*
Ditto, Levant, 1865, 2 k., brown and

blue, vertical strip of three .

Spain, Madrid, 3cuartos, bronze, slightly

thinned* . ...
Ditto, 1851, 2 reales, no gum*

Ditto, ditto, ditto, used

Ditto, 1852, 2 reales, slightly thinned *

Dilto, ditto, ditto, used

Ditto, 1853, 2 reales, no gum*

Ditto, 1855, 2 reales, blue, the error,

small defect at side .

Ditto, 1865, 12 cuartos, inverlcd

centre, imptrf.

Switzerland, I'.asle, 2.}, riL, no gum' .

Ditto, (liilo, ditto, used

Ditto, (Jencva, 515, yellow-green,

the wrong halves, se tenant, part

gum* . ...
Dillo, Neufchatcl, 5 c, part gum, and

slightly lliinncd

Ditto, Vaud, 4 c. , line

Dillo, dillo, another, pen-canccllcd

an(i cleaned

Ditto, WinUrlluir, |iair on entire

Ditto, dillo, two single copies .

Dillo, Zurich, 4 r., Type 3, horizontal

linen, no gum "
. . .

Ditto, ilitlo, dillo, Tyi.c I, verlicat

lillUH ...

d.

o

5 15

II 00

10

17 10

'5 10

10

6 10

10

13 10 o

6 5

5

5

7 i.S

10 15

13 >o

7 5

7 S

30 o o

20 O (1

II lu o

Switzerland, Zurich, 4 r.. Type 2, hori- £ ' «'•

zontal lines . . . 12 o O

Ditto, ditto, ditto. Type 3, vertical

lines . . . . II o o

I3itto, dilto, dilto, Ty|)e 4, vertical

lines . . . . 10 o o

Ditto, ditto, ditto. Type 5, a[)parently

without lines, on entire

Tuscany, 2 soldi

Ditto, 60 crazie, no gum*
Ditto, I soldo, no gum*
Ditto, 3 lire . ...

Wurtemberg, 1879, 2 marks, vermilion,

mint* . ...
Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf.

Ditto, 8d., brown, imperf., small tear

Ditto, IS., lilac, imperf., no gum* .

Ditto, Service, 2s., blue, imperf.* .

Labuan, 6, in red, on 16 c, blue

Cape of Good Hope, woodblock, 4d.,

red, error, no margins, and repaired 30

Lagos, 5s., blue, mint* .

Mauritius, Post Paid, id., orange,

medium early

Ditto, dilto, id., orange on bluish,

medium impression, part gum'
Ditto, ditto, 2d., "I'enoe"

Ditto, ditto, 2d., small fillet* .

Ditto, ditto, 2d., large fillet

Ditto, Greek border, id., no gum* .

Natal, first issue, is., bulT, 23 x 30 mm.

Reunion, 30c., black on bluish, left top

corner torn and rather faded, on

entire . ...
Sierra Leone, Halfpenny on lid., lilac,

CC, no gum*

British Columbia, 2id., imperf., with

gum* . ...
Ditto, $1, perf. 14, mint*

Canada, 7id., green, no gum* .

New Brunswick, 6d.
,
yellow, with gum*

Ditto, IS., pinhole and thinned

Newfoundland, is., orange

Nova Scotia, 6d., yellow-green, no

gum* . ...
Dilto, IS., purple

Ditto, another, thinned

Barbados, id. on half 5s.

Montserrat, 4(1., blue, CA, mint*

St. Vincent, 5s., Slar, mint •

Dillo, 4d. on is. . . .

Tobago, 6d., bistre, CA, mini" .

British Guiana, 1850, 8 c, green, cut

round . ...
Dilto, 1S52, 4 c, blue .

British Honduras, 3 cents on 3d., brown,

snuill surcharge

Uuenus Ayres, 3 pesos, green

Dilto, 5 pesos, on\ngc, slightly

thinned . ...
I'eni, medio peso, rose

New .S.mili Waks. 5d., diadem, in>i>crf.

Qiicenslnml, 1S60 i, Small Stiir, rough

jicrf., IS., viiiUl, with gum*

Vicloriii, 5s,, blue on yellow, with niiiu*

10 10

6

•9 10

6 •5

46

7 17 6

II 5

7

16 5

5 10

7 5

30

6 2 6

6

6 7 6

5

5 5

9 10

S 5

5 5

27

5

16

6 15

5 5

II •S

ID 10

10

6
12 s

7 10

S IS

6

10 15

8 'S

5 10

17

S 5

11

4 15

10

8 «S

5 s

1 i.S

S
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Messrs. Pottick and Simpson.

Sale of May 7lh and 8ih.

* Unused.

Great Britain, 1847-54, octagonal, is., £ s. d.

green, Die 2, full gum* . .440
Ditto, 1854-7, wmk. Small Crown,

perf. 14, 2d., blue, a vertical pair,

mint* . . ..880
Ditto, £\, purple-brown, wmk.

Crowns, vertical pair, mint* . 5 17 6

Switzerland, Basle, 1845, 2} rappen,
on entire original . . .5100

Ditto, Geneva, 1843, S + S c, yellow-
green, superb . . . 20 o o

Ceylon, Sd , brown, large margins all

round, lightly cancelled, used, to-

gether with a id., blue, on entire 15 o o

Ditto, 9d., lilac-brown, very large

margins all round, lightly cancelled 4 12 o

Straits Settlements, 12 c, green, with
double surcharge, mint *

. .440
Wei-hai-Wei, 1898, 5 c, black on red,

a fine used pair . . .600
Cape woodblock, 4d. , dark blue . .6150
Uganda, 60 cowries, black, used on

piece of original . . . 4 12 6

Buenos Ayres, 5 pesos, olive-yellow,

with gum* . . .1200
South Australia, 1856-9, imperf.,

Colonial print, 6d., slate-blue, and
mint, large margins* . . 14 10 o

A number of lots of good " remainders of
collections" and collections were sold at apparently
good prices. Among the latter were one of 4,218
stamps, £\1i ^nd another of 4,270, ;!^20.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper.

Sale of May 9th and loth.

* Unused
d.

OGreat Britain, 2s. 6d., on blued paper* 3

Ditto, wmk. Anchor, 5s., ids., £\,
and ;!^5, all on bluish paper,

"Specimen" . . . 12 o o

British Levant, 12 piastres on 2s. 6d.,

on bluish* . . .200
Finland, 1883, 5 and 10 marks*

£i 15s. and 3 12 6

France, 20 c. Bordeaux, Type I
* -330

Parma, 1854, 5 c, yellow* . . 2 10 o

Zurich, 6 r. , the five types of both
vertical and horizontal lines . . 13 10 o

Afghanistan, 1263, value in tablet,

shahi, purple, used on piece . 417 6

Ditto, I rupee, purple* , .600
Ditto, shahi, black . . . 4 17 6

Ditto, 1293, issue for Jelalabad,

shahi, black . . .500
Ditto, for Lalpoura, I rupee, yellow-

brown, a fine pair showing two
types* . . ..500

Ceylon, 2 rupees 50 c, lilac-rose*

£z I OS. and

Ditto, 1883-4, 24 c, purple-brown,
imperf , full gum *

. . .

British East Africa, ist issue, \ a. on
id., I a. on 2d., and 4 a. on 5d.*

Ditto, I a. on 2d.*

British South Africa, 1891, Provisionals,

the set* . . . .

Ditto, Bulawayo, provisional, id. on
4s. . ...

Mafeking, set of ig, but without the
IS. on 6d., B. B. .

Ditto, 6d on 3d. , Bechuanaland Pro-
tectorate, brown on yellow, the
words "Mafeking 6d. Besieged"
being twice printed, used on small
piece . ...

Gold Coast, 20s.
,
green and red *

Orange Free State, 1877, "4" inverted
on 6d., four perfs. gone. Gibbons'
D . ...

Ditto, 4d. on 6d., Types A C and D
Orange River Colony, "V. R. I.", pair 6d.

,

carmine, level stops*

Ditto, ditto, block of four*

Transvaal, provisionals, id., in black,

on 6d., black. Types 11, 12, 15,
and 16 . . . .

Ditto, id., in red, on 6d., black.

Types 13 (extreme corner perf.

gone), 15, and 16 all*

Ditto, Types 10 and 11 . .

Uganda, first issue, 30 cowries, black .

Ditto, ditto, 40 cowries, black

.

Ditto, ditto, 50 cowries, black .

Ditto, ditto, 5 cowries, violet, and
20 cowries, violet, used together .

Ditto, ditto, 10 cowries, violet

.

Ditto, T897, I, 4, 8 as., I and 5

rupees, all* . . .

Zanzibar, provisionals, l\ on I a., plum;
a vertical strip of three, showing
three types*

Ditto, 2\ on la., plum. Types 2 and

3; a horizontal pair of each*

Ditto, i\ on I a., plum, the three

types* . ...
Zululand, 5s., carmine* .

British Guiana, 1862, provisional, 2 c
,

black on yellow, border of pearls,

fair . ...
Ditto, ditto, 2 c. , border of grapes .

British Honduras, provisionals, small

surcharge, 10 c. on 4d., mauve,
with inverted surcharge

Pacific S. N. Co., set of nine* .

Western Australia, first issue, 2d.*

Ditto, C & CC, |d., in red and green.

£ s. d.

3 15 o

12 o o

500
2 10 O

600
280
900

400
4 5

2 10 o

1 10 o

2 80
3 15 o

440

660
330
280
2 10 O

1 16 O

2 12 O

2 2

I 17 O

3 S

2

I 16

2 8

2

2 8

3

3 3

6 10

on 3d., cinnamon'' £3 to 3 10 o

Collections: 4,782, ;^6o ; 5,091, ;^38 ;

3,802, ;,^20; and 1,662, ;^23 los.
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''^he Wioxk ot i\u Stasort/

•<^jj|j»f^"T cannot conscientiously be affirmed that the "work of the

season " of the PhilateHc Society of London has, during the

past winter sessions, been maintained at that high standard

which the position of the premier Society demands. Although

on several evenings papers of importance and interest have

been read, the burden of the winter's programme has been

borne by the displays principally belonging to some of the

older members. Displays have formed an interesting and

commendable innovation during the past few years, but

there is a danger of their superseding the more legitimate

functions of a Philatelic Society, i.e. the extension and

increase of real philatelic knowledge. In these days, when

the pace of specialism has developed into an auto-mobile rate as compared

to the progress of the general collector, there is the palpable difficulty that

a large proportion of the stamps in a huge specialised collection is not

appreciated or understood by the majority of those present. The result

thereof is that the advance of scientific knowledge, which should be the

great and guiding principle of a Philatelic Society, is hardly furthered in

any appreciable degree. In the case of the stamps of many countries, an

advanced ''specialist"—"bloater" or "accumulator," b)' any or all of which

terms the "one country " collector is now known— not infrequently displaj's

three or fnir volumes of stamps, containing perhaps from 2,000 to 4,000

specimens, in llic limiliid time available for an evening session it is palpable

that the most cursory glance can be cast at such a large number of stamps

by the score of members present. The evening is practically passed in

hastily handing round the sheets ; no time or opporlunit)' is afforded for

discussion on particular points of iiiteresl, no other member ventures to

bring his own similar stamps for comparison, ami with a hearty vote i>f

thanks to the exhibitor, and ;in inward feeling of clespair of ever owniny;

such a colleclioii, tlu; averagi; muihIkt wends his way home witli the in-

evitable feeliiij; lli.il he has had a he.ivy meal which he has not been able

to digest, and which is in no way calculaleil to strengthen his conslilution.
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It is far easier to point out the disease than the remedy. Some of the

prominent societies have been apparently far more successful than the London
Philatelic Society in issuing programmes of the " work of the season,"

and this has been frequently, and with a certain amount of justice, cast in

our teeth in the Metropolis. At the same time it should be borne in mind

that a very large proportion of the evenings of leading societies such as

Manchester, St. Albans, or Birmingham consists of the " Displays " on which

we have commented. It should obviously be well within the powers of the

London Society to issue also a similar programme in advance, but such a

step would discourage or preclude the reading of papers during the season

ensuing. The first duty of the leading Society, as we have before suggested,

is to provide philatelic instruction and information, and displays should only

be resorted to in default thereof It follows, therefore, in our opinion, that

the London Society would not be justified in issuing a programme of work

in advance unless a goodly proportion consisted of papers or discussions of

a scientific or interesting nature.

One of the inherent difficulties of the situation is that the younger or

newer members are afraid to enter the lists in competition with "old philatelic

hands." We think this fear is quite or almost groundless, and that if any-

one has studied his stamps it is quite easy to present an issue or two to

his fellow - members, with the result of his own observations and the

comments on his own experience thereon. There may not be much that

is absolutely fresh to the very experienced, but to the large majority of

those present such " notes " would be full of interest and freshness. We
therefore make an earnest appeal to the general body of members of the

London Society to come forward next season, and by a little unselfish

devotion to its interests, to infuse a more vigorous life into its work.

The election of the Council on the 7th of this month should be of good

augury as regards this wish. The expression of the opinion that every

member of the new Council should be held responsible for providing, either

by himself or substitute, for one evening's work of the season, found general

approval at the hands of the meeting, and we sincerely hope that it will

have a practical effect. With all respect to gentlemen who have done

good service on the Council in past years, it cannot be denied that the

new names on the Council are well calculated to aid in the more ex-

tended usefulness of the London Society. By virtue of his position as a

Trustee of the British Museum—the home of the Tapling Collection—by
his ability and earnestness as a Philatelist, as well as from other and

obvious causes, the election to the Council of the Earl of Crawford will

be heartily welcomed by every member. The re-election of Mr. Thos. W.
Hall is also a subject of congratulation, Mr. Plall's long services to the

Society and his philatelic abilities rendering him one of the most valuable

members on the Council. Mr. C. J. Daun's election will also be welcomed

as a collector of many years' standing and a Philatelist of great acumen.

With this infusion of fresh blood it is to be hoped that the all-important

question of the Society's work will be taken in hand at an early date,

and that when the first meeting of next season takes place a full and an

interesting programme may be announced.
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"OLhe Int^rttii ^znixt §uiii\lo (StampiS.

^'E are indebted to tlie Metropolitan Philatelist for the

following remarks on this somewhat unexpected appar-

ition.

" The sensation of the week has been the discovery

of the I c. current U. S. with inverted centre. A
portion of a sheet was found by the J. W. Scott Co.

in a small Connecticut town. The stamps were put on sale the following

day, and about half the lot was sold at twenty-five dollars each before noon.

The remainder of the lot are advertised for sale in this week's paper. It is

practically impossible to print stamps in two colours without making any

errors. A glance through the catalogue will soon demonstrate this fact. Of

course, there are degrees in care, like everything else, and if prices are any

criterion it demonstrates the fidelity with which Government printers do their

duty. Of the 2 c. Pan-American stamps the edition consists of one hundred

and sixty millions, and the errors thus far discovered is an infinitesimal

fraction of the amount. Of the i c. value the number is seventy-one millions,

and, allowing the same percentage of errors, this invert should be nearly three

times as rare. The 4 c, 5 c, 8 c, and 10 c. stamps were printed in much

smaller quantities—five, eight, three, and four millions respectively. Of these

no inverts have been found except one specimen of the 4 c, and it is doubtful

if any escaped the eyes of the examiner through whose hands all stamps

must pass before being sent out to the various offices. Tens of thousand.s of

experienced collectors are watching for errors of this kind all over the country,

so our readers can rest assured that should any be discovered they will be

chronicled in the Metropolitan, \v\\\c\\ has been first to inform stamp collectors

of the existence of the ic. and 2 c."

" It is presumable that the discovery of the Pan-American 2 c. stamp with

inverted vignette has had the effect of directing philatelic c)'es toward

Washington with expectant glances. Naturally every collector hopes to get

hold (jf a sheet of inverts or a few copies, and no doubt the most of us wouUl

be well satisfied to gt:t hold of a single stamp.

" All sorts of stories luivc been sent out concerning the error. As nearly

as I can sift the stories down to actualities the sum total is as follows: A
IJrooklyn man b(jught ten stamps at the post office, and took them to his

place of business. lie immediately u.scd throe of the stamps in jirivate

c(jrrespondence, and in affixing Ihem to the letter noticed the error, lie at

once sat down and wrote to the Bureau of l''.ngraviiig and Printing making

comi)laint. This was ihe first knowledge Washington had of the error—the

recei[)t i)y the liureau of this letter. The Director gave the r>iiioklyM man
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to understand that the inverted sheet got out by mistake, but that the stamps

were good for postage. From the report it appears that the Brooklyn man
soon learned that the stamps were good for something besides postage, he

finally selling the six he had at a pretty good price. If no more than the

one sheet of inverts ever materialises, he sold them cheaply enough, even if

the entire sheet as a whole—save the ten he had—should now be in the posses-

sion of parties in an unused condition. The fact that this man got only ten

from the sheet would indicate, however, that the sheet was retailed out a few

at a time. Of course, this is all a matter of speculation. If only a few com-

paratively are in existence the price will be high. If more are sent to post-

masters the price will be low. That the inverts will be in demand scarcely

admits of a doubt.

" I had a chat with the Assistant Director of the Bureau, and he said he

regretted exceedingly that this error escaped the scrutiny of the examiners

and got into the Brooklyn Post Office. It had been his sincere hope and

desire that the entire requisition might be filled without a single error getting

out of the Bureau. However, a sheet had slipped out, and nothing could be

done about it. He gave me to understand that orders had been given to

counters and examiners, and all parties through whose hands the stamps

pass, to especially be on guard to prevent future errors of this sort. He said

that while errors might get out in future he very much doubted if any would.

He certainly would do all in his power to prevent a recurrence.

" He also remarked that he had heard that parties in another part of the

country had found inverted stamps, but subsequently understood that it was

a case of pasting the picture upside down on the stamps. He had no

authentic information that other than the single sheet of 2 c. stamps with

picture inverted got out."

It seems really remarkable that the United States Postal Department

could have allowed or have overlooked the issues of no less than three

denominations of this set to have been issued with centres inverted. In view

of the close supervision detailed in the paragraph following ex Mekeel's

Weekly it is almost inexplicable.

" Special care is said to have been exercised by the Bureau to prevent this

from the very beginning ; but it seems to be almost impossible to avoid it,

when more than a million sheets have to be printed. Of course, most of

them are discovered and thrown out by the examiners, but one is sure to

slip through occasionally. Still, when one considers that the stamps are

counted and handled no less than twenty times, and that they are subjected

to three examinations, it is surprising that they should slip through at all.

They will have to be overlooked by the girl who takes them from the presses,

the examiner before they are gummed, and in the final examination. The
reports of these finds have now resulted in renewed instructions to the em-
ployes to be more careful, and the probability of more being overlooked

and getting into circulation is now more remote. Still, there are plenty of

chances for more, as possibly two-thirds of the entire supply has already been

printed."
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^lu Jjirst IJij^tagc ^tainpij bttli the ^iiitg ^)cati.

E are indebted to Messrs. Smyth and Nicolle for a copy

of the Daily Telegraph of Melbourne, of April 19th,

which contains the following interesting announce-

ment. The issue of the first British Imperial Stamp

with King Edward's effigy is a momentous event in the

annals of Philately, and these stamps will be the

pioneers of a new era of collecting.

" A unique interest attaches to two new stamps, designs for which have

been adopted by Senator Drake, Postmaster-General. They are the first

to bear the King's head issued in Victoria, and are the first issued under

the Commonwealth.
" The general colour scheme of the £2 stamp will be carmine, with the

lettering and figures in black, and the prevailing background of the ^i

stamp will be brown. The figures ' 2 ' and the letters ' E.R.' will be brown on

pink, while the line 'TWO POUNDS' will be printed white on a pink back-

ground. The designs cannot be very highly commended as works of art.

A comparison with the existing issues will show that for the first time

a practically full head, instead of a profile of the Sovereign, is given, while

simplicity has been sacrificed for ornamentation, which is, for the most part,

not symbolical of anything whatever. The gap which separates the new
designs from previous issues is no doubt due to the author having failed

to grasp the importance of somewhat idealising his subject.

"The permanent head of the Postal Department, Mr. F. L. Outtrim,

thus explains why the new issues are to be made: 'We take in at certain

offices bulk correspondence, on which the postage amounts to ^i or more,

and instead of stamjjing the letters .separately, a docket for the total postage

is presented, and a Duty stamp affixed. At the present time we have only

Duty stamps of these denominations, and revenue derived from them goes

to the State, the postage revenue coming to the Commonwealth, We have

arranged with the Treasury that the amount of Duty stamps used for postage

purposes shall be refunded to us, but after the ist June a distinction must be

made. Hence tile new stamps, which the Goveriuncnt [)rinlcr will be asked

to prepare for us as quickly as possible.
'

"
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^^port xz'db at the Jlnmial deiural <^£-eting oi the

Philatelir ^acietj), ^oniion,

FOR THE SEASON 1900-1901.

By J. A. TILLEARD, Honorary Secretary.

N accordance with the usual practice followed at our Annual

General Meetings, it is once more my duty to submit a report

on the work and proceedings of the Society in the past year,

with a few observations on matters of philatelic interest

arising out of the events of the year.

The season 1900-1901 opened inauspiciously for the

Society, as, before the time fixed for the resumption of our meetings,

we were confronted with the sad news of the death of our Honorary

President, H.R.H. the Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, better known to

Englishmen as the Duke of Edinburgh, by which title we prefer to

remember him.

His Royal Highness, who had long been an ardent collector, first publicly

associated himself with Philately in according his patronage to, and in person

opening, the London Philatelic Exhibition of 1 890. In the same year he

became a member of the Society at his own request, and accepted the position

of Honorary Pi'esident. From that time H.R.H. took a keen interest in the

work of the Society, and the great increase in the popularity of Philately

manifested in the years succeeding his election was doubtless largely due to

the fact that he had identified himself with the pursuit.

Our loyal feelings of sorrow and regret at the great loss sustained by the

Royal Family were intensified by the personal sense of our own loss in the

death of the honoured head of our Society.

In the period which has elapsed since my last report eight additions have

been made to the list of members by the election of Major C. F. Harrison

and Messrs. L. T. R. Hutchinson, Mortimer Menpes, L. W. Fulcher, L. E.

Bradbury, W. H. Renwick, F. Allen, and F. de Coppet. The last-named is

a well-known Philatelist, and the fact that he has renewed his connection with

the Society after an interval of some years is a matter of congratulation to his

fellow-members.

In the course of the season Messrs. A. H. Wilson and A. B. Creeke, jun.,

both formerly ordinary members, have been elected honorary members of the

Society.

The resignations recorded during the year have been seven in number, the

members resigning being Mrs. Baynes, Dr. Allchin, and Messrs. A. A. Davis,

G. Fraser-Melbourn, G. J. Haynes, C. R. Aldrich, and T. Girtin ; whilst one

name has been removed from the list in accordance with the statutes.

I regret also to have to report a further reduction in our ranks through

the death of Dr. J. H. Redman, Mr. W. E. Jeff, and Mr. H. Loveridge.
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The net result of these changes is that the number of members now
borne on the books of the Society is four less than at the corresponding

period of last year.

One extraordinary meeting and fifteen ordinary fortnightly meetings

(including that of this evening) have been held during the season. I was in

hopes, in view of the number of members present at the earlier meetings, to

have been able to report a considerable increase in the average attendance,

but there has been a large falling off in the later meetings, and the average

attendance for the whole season is seventeen as against sixteen in the

previous year.

The Exchange Meetings held in each month have been appreciated by

those who have attended, but the members who avail themselves of the

advantages afforded by these meetings are few in number, and for some

reason this branch of the Society's business does not apjDear to meet with the

amount of active support of members which it was anticipated would have

followed upon the introduction of the system.

In the course of the season papers and notes have been read before the

Society, by Mr. F. Reichenheim, on the "German China Provisional Stamps"

and " The Regulations for the Issue of Unpaid Letter Stamps in France "
;

by Mr. E. D. Bacon, on '" The Pence Issues of Ceylon," and " New Varieties

of the Stamps of Griqualand "
; by Mr. E. J. Nankivell, on "The Stamps of

the Orange River Colony " ; by the Honorary Secretary, on " The First

Registered Envelopes of British Central Africa"; and by Mr. R. Ehrenbach,

on " The Status of Unpaid Letter, Registration, Too Late, and Official

Stamps." In addition to these, Mr. J. R. F. Turner, on the invitation of the

Vice-President, read a paper on the " Mafeking Besieged Stamps," accom-

panied by a display of his fine collection of the same stamps.

Displays have also been given by Mr. Castle of the stamps of the

German States, the Italian States, Austria - Hungary and Lombardy,

Sweden, and France. Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg has shown the stamps of

British India ; and the Earl of Crawford the stamps of the Orange Free

State and Orange River Colony ; Mr. L. VV. Fulcher aLso contributing a

display of the stamps of Japan. In addition, a most interesting exhibition

was given by Mr. W. B. Avery of Ins " Aplienge.scope " lantern apparatus,

by which magnified reflections of stamps in their own colours can be shown

on the screen, the stamps them.selves being u.sed for the purpose.

From the above resume it will be seen tiiat at '^wc meetings out of

fourteen— for to-day, as only formal business is transacted, cannot be taken

into account—wc have had to fall back upon the Vice-President to provide

the material for the evening's work. Although Mr. Castle has cheerfully

responded to tiir cill made iipnn him and we cannot be too grateful to him

for his valuable assistance— -we have no right to exact .so much from anj'

individual member. In a Society such as ours, and with our huge member-
ship, there should be no difl'Knilty experienced in arranging tlie work of the

season in sik li in.iinuT as to i-nsuie variety, hut to attain tliis ^:\\0^ it is neces-

sary tliiit lluir should be a contiiuious adtlitiuii to tin- ranks c)f tho.se who arc

willing to lake a share in tlje work. I do not like to attribute our failure

in this (lirr( tioii to apath\' on tlu- part of members, for I think it is rather
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due to diffidence and want of confidence in their own powers and capacity

for the work.

I am perfectly sure that if only a small proportion of the members of the

Society would devote some portion of the time afforded by each recess to

the preparation of papers or notes on matters of interest which occur to them

in the study of their stamps, and would submit the result of their labours for

reading at some future meetings, we should never want for interesting material

for our evening's work.

Personally I should much like to see a season in which the greater part of

the principal business of the meetings would be provided by members who
had not before assisted in this manner. Such an innovation would, I am
certain, be heartily welcomed by the older members, on whom the work

now falls, and the introduction and interchange of new ideas and lines of

thought could not fail to prove of advantage to the Society in every

respect.

I sincerely trust that some, at any rate, of my fellow-members who may
read this report will try what they can do, and that by the commencement of

September next I shall have received notice of many papers or notes from

" prentice hands " for use in the ensuing season.

The chief matter of importance requiring the attention of the Council in

the past year, apart from the ordinary business of the Society, has been the

consideration of the proposals of the Philatelic Society of India mentioned in

my last report. The matter was referred to a sub-committee for consideration,

and their report, dealing very fully with the proposals, and setting out the

principal reasons against the suggested amalgamation with, or affiliation to,

our Society, was adopted by the Council and communicated to the Indian

Society. It was with the greatest satisfaction that very shortly afterwards a

communication was received from India, to the effect that the contemplated

difficulties, which had rendered it desirable to approach the London Society,

had been removed, or satisfactorily solved, and that arrangements had been

made by which the Indian Society would continue without interruption in its

career of usefulness. The sterling merits of the Philatelic Society of India

are so thoroughly appreciated by our members, that all will join with me in

expressing the hope that nothing will at any time arise to interrupt the good

work which it carries on in the best interests of Philately.

It does not appear to me necessary to offer any comment upon the

election of officers for the next season, with which you will presently have to

deal, beyond saying that it does not seem necessary to fill up the vacancy

caused by the death of the late Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, the

position having been " honorary," and not an " official " appointment under

the statutes.

The slight change made in the arrangements for the work of the Expert

Committee appears to be generally approved, and the services of the Com-
mittee, to whom our hearty thanks are due, continue to be appreciated by

those who have occasion to seek their assistance.

It has been determined to hold a private Exhibition in the Society's

rooms in the month of November next, illustrative of the stamps of the

countries affected by the war in South Africa, and one of the first duties of
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the new Council will be to make the necessary arrangements for carrying the

proposal into effect.

In view of the fact that the importation and also the chronicling of new

issues of envelopes, post cards, wrappers, etc., have been discontinued by the

leading dealers, it has been suggested that arrangements should be made by

the Society to obtain for and distribute from time to time amongst those of

the members who are interested in " Entires," all the issues of the British

Colonies as from the commencement of the present year. The cost of the

issues in each year can only be of comparatively trifling amount, and full

particulars of the proposal will be sent out by circular as soon as the arrange-

ments are more advanced. Meanwhile, I shall be glad to receive the names

of members who would wish to join in the scheme and share in the expenses

to be incurred.

The last dinner of the Society took place shortly after our last Annual

General Meeting. The number of members who were able to attend was not

so large as usual, owing to the date fixed being somewhat late in the season,

but in other respects, under the able management of the Committee to whom
the arrangements were entrusted, a complete success was achieved. It is

proposed that the dinner for the present year should be held in November
next, immediately before or after the holding of the Exhibition to which

I have referred, as may be arranged by the Dinner Committee, consisting of

Messrs. C. Neville Biggs, T. Wickham Jones, and jH. R. Oldficld.

Some of the changes which must necessarily follow the sad event which

early in the year overshadowed the whole nation—the death of our late

beloved Queen—will especially appeal to Philatelists. It is difficult j^et to

realise that the Victorian Era of stamps has passed away with the century

which saw the birth of the postage stamp, and that the familiar portrait which

has done service for most of the issues of all parts of the British Empire will

ere long, in all probability, cease to be employed.

The commencement of the new century will no doubt be taken as

a dividing line by many collectors ; and although the chief interest will for

a long time centre in the stamps of the nineteenth centurj', those who com-

mence collecting the issues of the British Empire from the accession of His

Majesty King Edward VII. will li.ivc a large and interesting field of study

before them, with the advantage of much greater facilities for attaining

perfection than those which were available to the older school of collectors in

the earlier days of Philately.

The successes in the war in South Africa have resulted, as anticipated in

my last report, in tiie stamps of the Transvaal being now included in liiose

of the luiipire, and these have been the first stamps to bear upon their face

the signs (^f the change in the personality of the Sovereign.

The order of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, reccntl)- published in

the Loiuion Gazette, announcing the discontinuance of the use of all dies

employed for denoting certain duties of postage previously to those now in

general u.se, is a matter of considerable interest to IMiilatelists. Hitherto all

issues of our postage stamps have continued to be available for use for

defraying postage, but from the 1st of June all issues of the values referred to

it) the Order, except those printed from the dies now in use, have, for the first
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time in the postal history of this country, been demonetised and rendered

unavailable for any purpose whatever.

The values affected are the |d., id., i|d., 2d., 2|d., 3d., 4d., 5d., 6d., gd.,

lod., IS., 5s., los., and £\, and the Order also applies to the Mulready covers

and envelopes, and to Inland Revenue stamps which have been available also

for postage. The authorities appear to have overlooked certain values of

postage stamps which are no longer employed, and it is presumed that these

still remain available for use, although it is hardly likely that many persons

would wish to pass through the post their unused copies of the 2s., brown,

stamp, for the mere purpose of exercising the rights they possess by reason of

the omission of this value from the list.

The issue of the final number of the Timbre-Poste is an event which

demands a passing comment. In the thirty-eight years of its existence, this

publication had achieved a success and a popularity which will cause it to be

greatly missed by collectors throughout the world. The dispersal at the same

time of the valuable philatelic library formed by M. Moens deserves to be

chronicled amongst the incidents of the year under review.

The same period has seen the completion of the colossal work of the

Scott Stamp and Coin Company, the Catalogue for Advanced Collectors, and

amongst other publications of the year in the English language may be

mentioned the two useful handbooks recently issued by the Philatelic Society

of India.

My report would not be complete without a reference to the accomplish-

ment of the Federation of the Australian Colonies, involving, as it does, the

issue of a new series of stamps for the Commonwealth which has been estab-

lished. In this respect we all follow with interest the travels of our honoured

President, H.R.H. the Duke of Cornwall and York, on a tour which, although

due to Australia in the first instance, has been so extended that it has become

a royal progress through the British Empire.

The signing of the Royal Commission to open the Federal Parliament of

the Australian Commonwealth was the last legacy of our great Queen to her

colonial subjects, and the fulfilment of her wishes in the visit of her grandson

to the Colonies cannot fail to draw closer the bonds which unite us to our

brothers across the seas, and to help to cement the fabric of the Empire.

The love and loyalty of our colonial brethren for our King and the

Empire over which he rules have been amply proved by the sending of their

best and bravest sons to help in doing the Empire's work in South Africa,

and the "splendid and enthusiastic reception" described by H.R.H. as

accorded to him throughout his tour emphasises that loyalty, and bears

eloquent testimony to the fact that the Colonies do not repent the sacrifices

they have so freely made.

The experience gained, and the intimate knowledge of the colonial

subjects of the Crown acquired, by a personal visit to the great Colonies of

the Empire at such a time as this, cannot fail to prove of the greatest

advantage to the heir to the throne, when in the fulness of time he may be

called upon to occupy the exalted position for which he is destined.

In dealing with a matter of so much public moment, I have wandered

somewhat far from the paths of Philately. It will, however, be a source of
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gratification to all our members to know that, notwithstanding the multi-

tudinous duties which must occupy the attention of the distinguished

traveller, H.R.H., as President of the Society, will not be unmindful of

philatelic interests. There are many matters of doubt in connection with

the stamps of several of the Colonies included in the tour, and it is the

intention of H.R.H. to endeavour to obtain the fullest official information

available for the elucidation of various questions in which he is much
interested. The results obtained will be communicated to the Society in

the course of the ensuing season.

In conclusion, I feel sure that I shall only be anticipating the desire of all

members of the Society, in giving expression to our best wishes for a happy

and prosperous continuation of the voyage undertaken by our royal President

and his consort, and for their safe return to their home and country.

Abstract of J^wounts for tlje year ctitting 31 st iltarclj, 1901,

RECEIPTS,

To Balance April 1st, 1900

Subscriptions received

Entrance P'ees .

Sale of Society's Works

Sundry Receipts

I i. d.

128 II 2

328 4 6

16 16

104 I 6

17 10 10

;^59S 4 o

EXPENDITURE.

By Amount repaid Hon.

Treasurer

Office and House Expenses .

Rent one year

Printing,Stationery,Postage,iS:c. 56

Paid on Account of " British

Isles" Work— balance

Printing "Africa," Part ii.

—

balance

Paid for London Philafelist .

Books for Library

Sundry Payments—War Fund,

Binding, Bank Commis-

sion, &c.

Balance at Bank .

26 o

90 15

112 10

25

8

6

o

1

1

08 9

60

4 10

27 9 9

8^, 8 8

;£595 4 o

LIABILITIES.

Rent— one quarter

Due on Account of Ijmihn

Philatelist

Loan

Sundry Creditors .

Balance, being Surplus of

Assets over Lialiililies

. 28

s.

2 (>

• 30

• 50

• 9 3 10

117

jf

6 4

• 55' '7 7

;^669
-i.

II

ASSETS.
£ s. ./.

Cash at Bank (including j^yO

ids. due to Deposit Ac-

count) . . . . S3 8 8

Subscriptions Due but not yet

I 'aid . • 97 13 o

Furniture, Fixtures, Pictures,

Library, (Itc. . .21300
Slock of Society's Works . 264 1 2 y

Sundry Debtors . . .1096
£669 3 »»
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Jist of <^^mber6 of the ^philatelic (Sodet]^, Jontion.

Council for the Year 1901-1902.

President—H.R.H. The Duke of Cornwall and York, K.G., etc.

Vice-President—M. P. Castle.

Hon. Secretary—
^J.

A.

Hon. Treasurer—C.

W. B. Avery
E. D. Bacon
W. DORNING BeCKTON

TiLLEARD

N. Biggs

The Earl of Crawford, K.T
C. J. Daun
R. Ehrenbach

Hon. Assistant Sec)-etary—H. R. Oldfield

Hon. Librarian—T. Maycock

T. W. Hall
L. L. R. Hausburg
R. Meyer

J. H. Abbott
E. R. Ackerman
Major J. G. Adamson
Frank Allen
Geo. Alston
P. J. Anderson

J. M. Andreini
W. Armistead
W. B. Avery
F. W. Ayer
E. D. Bacon
G. J. Bailey
H. Barber
W. Barnard
A. R. Barrett

G. B. Barrington
A. T. Bate
R. H. Beamish
W. D. Beckton
W. Beckwith
Rev. W. Bell

_

David Benjamin
F. G. Bepler
E. Eeveridge
C. N. Biggs
W. W. Blest

Dr. E. von Bochman
Dr. A. Boswell
Louis E. Bradbury
F. Breitfuss

P. F. Bruner
Dr. T. J. W. Burgess
F. F. Burghard
M. Burnett
Lieut.-Col. St. L. Burrowes
M. P. Castle, j.p.

S. M. Castle
Sidney Castle
A. W. Chambers
J. H. Chapman
W. L. Chew
Major Chichester
G. Churcher
Sir Jas.R.Andrew Clark, Bart
H. R. G. Clarke
H. Clotz
F. O. Conant
Capt. M. W. K. Connolly
M. S. Cooke
Sir Daniel Cooper, Bart.

Surgeon E. Cooper, r.n.

Captain F. Cooper, r.a.

F. de Coppet
W. W. Corfield

C. B. Corwin
W. Cowland
The Earl of Crawford, k.t.

A. B. Creeke, jun.

T. H. R. Crowle
C. Dack
C. J. Daun
E. S. Davidson
H. F. Deane
H. E. Deals
Dr. E. Diena
T. P. Dorman
A. G. E. Driver

Edwd. Pole Airley Dry
H. J. Duveen
G. L. Edwards
R. Ehrenbach
E. A. Elliott

D. Ellis

A. C. Emerson
J. D. Enys
J. H. Escolme
Major Evans
T. D. F. Evans
P. Fabri
H. Ferrier-Kerr
O. Firth
Rev. T. S. Fleming
F. A. Foster
C. E. Fox
H. Fraenkel
R. Frentzel
L. W. Fulcher
W. Gaddum
L. Gibb
C. Gibbons
E. S. Gibbons
G. F. H. Gibson
H. J. Gillespie

J. W. Gillespie

O. Gillett

A. A. Good
J. T. Green
E. B. Greenshields
H. Grey
A. G. Griffith

E. Sassoon Gubbay
T. W. Hall

J. H. Hallelt
Major C._ F. Harrison
W. Harrison

J. J. Haupt
L. L. R. Hausburg
Surgn.-Major A. W. Haviland
E. Hawkins
J. E. Heginbottom, B.A.

Dr. H. Hetley
David H. Hill

F. C. Hill

J. O. Hobby
A. Holland
A. L. Holman
Rev. W. H. Holman
F. E. Horton
Dr. A. Houison
H. P. Hudleston
A. F. Basset Hull
Lieut. L. T. R. Hutchinson
W. E. Image
G. F. Jackson
D. M. Jacobs
Sir H. Jerningham, K.C.M.G.
Mrs. C. M. Jervis

J. F. Jones
T. Wickham Jones

J. E. Joselin
W. R. Joynt
Dr. F. Kalckhoff
Dr. J. N. Keynes
J. L. Kilbon

D. A. King
T. W. Kitt
H. J. Knowles
B. D. Knox
H. Kropf
A. B. Langridge

J. G. Langton
Philipp La Renotiere
C. F. Larmour
F. A. Larmour
E. Lentz
E. Levy
C. Lindenberg
P. J. Lloyd
B. Loewy
M. H. Lombard
H. F. Lowe
E. C. Luard
C. J. Lucas
A. A. Lyall
H. H. Lyman
D. J. Macfie
X. E. Madden
Dr. F. Mailman
J. N. Marsden
Mrs. Marshall
C. F. D. Marshall
D. P. Masson
Major A. B. Ma,xwell
T. Maycock
C. E._ McNaughtan
Mortimer Menpes
J. W. Mercer
R. Meyer
Dr. G. Michelsen
H. M. Millington

J. B. Moens
Major C. J. Everitt Mumby
E. J. Nnnkivell
B. W. Neave
Surgeon - Major A. G. E.

Newland
G. B. T. Nicholl

J. A. Nix
A. Odell
H. R. Oldfield

J. S. O'Meara
Capt. St. G. Ord
A. A. Osborn
Lieut. B. Oxehfvud
J. V. Painter
H. G. Palliser

W. R. Palmer
Prince Doria Pamphilij
A. D. Park
A. Passer
Dr. A. G. Paterson
W. Patterson
W. E. Peebles
Capt. C. Pereira
Miss Feyl de Pfeil

O. Pfenninger
Judge Philbrick, k.c.

W. Pimm
H. Quare
D, A. Quiggin

Lieut. A. R. Raby, r.n.
The Earl of Ranfurly
F. Ransom
A. W. Rawcliffe
Rev. G. H. Raynor
Rev. P. E. Raynoi-
Wm. Hy. Renvvick
Baron A. de Reuterskiold

J. S. Rich
Franz Reichenheim
Vernon Roberts

J. S. Robertson
L. Rodet
A. Rosenberg
G. B. Routledge
Major R. H. Sadler
E. T. Sandars
F. N. Schiller

W. Schwabacher
E_. S. Schwabe
Lieut. L. Schwarz
W. Scott
E.H. Selby
Prince Boris ShahofFscoi
W. Silk, jun.
Gordon Smith
J. E. Sparrow
A. H. Stamford
S. G. Stein
W. M. Steuart
A. Steudell
R. T. Stevens
C. Stewart-Wilson
\V. C. Stone
Sir Edward Sullivan, Bart.
Lieut.-Col. H. A. Tapp
Dr. R. S. Taylor
A. J. Taylor
Mrs. Tebay
W. Thorne
J. A. Tilleard

J. G. Tolhurst

J. S. P. Tompsett
G. L. Toppan
R. J. Tome
C. J. Tyas
Rev. W. N. Usher
E. D. E. Van-Weenan, j.p.

Dr. C. W. Viner

J. Walker
T. Martin Wears
Consul E. F. Weber
L. S. Wells
F. West
A. E. L. Westaway
G. O. Wheeler
H. J. White
W. E. Williams
A. H. Wilson
W. T._ Wilson
H. Winckmann
N. H. Withee
Baron de Worms
Baron A. de Worms
Baron P. de Worms
G. H. Worthington
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THE EXPERT COMMITTEE OF THE LONDON PHHATELIC SOCIETY.

E are desired to inform our readers that all stamps to be examined

by the Expert Committee should be sent in to Effingham House
before the I2th July, after which date the Committee will not meet again

until October ist.

ADDENDUM TO MESSRS. STANLEY GIBBONS' CATALOGUE.

FURTHER edition of the supplemental list of the stamps of Orange

River Colony, Transvaal, and Mafeking Siege Stamps has been issued

by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. This includes all the latest information,

the new issues right up to date, and all fresh varieties of surcharges, etc.

The "provisional issues" of Pietersburg, Lydenburg, Rustenburg, Schweizer

Renecke, and Wolmaranstad are all included, although the exact status

of these issues has yet to be defined. With regard to the Schweizer

Renecke issue Messrs. Gibbons write :

—

"On 19th August, 1900, on the occupation of this place, certain stamps were

overprinted ' besieged ' with a handstamp in violet, and also with the Post Office

obliterating stamp, which gave 'schweizer renecke, z.a.r.', in a circle, with date in

centre. This defacing of the stamps does not, in our opinion, constitute them a

particular issue, such as those given in this Catalogue.

"Note.—The stamps so treated were the current Cape of Good Hope |d. and
id., and the Transvaal ^d., id., 2d., and 6d."

fleticU).

THE DANISH POSTAGE STAMPS.*

HIS handsome and important work has apparently been issued

to celebrate the jubilee of the issue of the stamps of Denmark

1851-1901, and we greatly regret that our non-acquaintance

with the Danish language prevents a fuller appreciation of its

obvious merits. On the score of typography, illustrations,

pajicr, or binding, there have been very few books on stamps

hitherto published which could compare with it. The Danish arms arc

superbly depicted on cover and frontispiece, and are reduplicated in gold at

the bottcjin of every page. All the issued stain])s, envelopes, cards, and

essays are beautifully illustrated, and in the ca.se (jf reprints several specimens

them.selvcs arc pasted in. lieyond this there arc representations of entire

sheets, and others showing the disposition of llu- watermarks. Throughout

there are so many charming reproducticjns iIkiI the perusal of this book must

afford pleasure to every Philatelist. It is undoubtedly a work of iiigh value,

and no library or scientific collector should fail to acipiire a cop)'. We hope,

on a future occasion, by the aid of a more accomplished linguist, to review

more fully the literary portion of tiu: volume.

• Pandr Poslftimaerker (Tiic l)i\nisli l'iigln|;c Slumps), 1851-1901.
li!i(;i-n, Alfred )ac<)l)scn, 1901,

11.,//

lly O. Kocfoc*!, Co|Hi»-
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NOTES OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

IVe do noi pro/ess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the iniportajit novelties may be included. Speculative stamps—i. e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers genei-ally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in

this direction, by sendijtg copies of any official documents relative to changes in the ciC7-rent issues,

or early intimation of any new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specitnen ; such information

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Ceylon.—The i rupee 50 cents has re-

ceived the " On Service " overprint.—/. B.J.

Official.

I rupee 50 cents, rose, with "On Service," in black.

Fiji.—The 6d., rose, perf. 11x12, is

announced in several quarters.

Adhesive. 6d., rose, perf. 11X12.

Great Britain.—Ewett's Weekly is in-

formed that the large thin buff card has

now appeared with the green stamp, and

may be found in both B and C types.

In the House of Commons, on the 7th of

this month, Mr. Austen Chamberlain cleared

up the mystery surrounding the designs for

the new coins and stamps. In reply to the

inquiries of Dr. Farquharson and Mr. Ellis

Griffith as to whether the advice of the

President of the Royal Academy or other

distinguished artists had been taken on the

matter, he said that the official responsible

for the new stamps was the Postmaster-

General, who consulted the views of the

King as to the royal portrait which should

be used. His Majesty chose one which was

executed last year by a gentleman who had

long been resident in London, and whose

work enjoyed a high reputation in this

country, and as the portrait was considered

to be specially well adapted for the purpose

in question, it had not appeared necessary

to invite designs from other artists or to

seek further advice.

We understand that His Majesty has

since given a sitting for the new coinage to

Mr. G. W. de Saulles at Marlborough

House

India.—Hyderabad.—The publishers of

the M. J. have received supplies of the

I anna and 2 annas in new shades, viz. dull

black and deep yellow-green.

Adhcsives. i anna, current issue, dull black.

2 annas ,, deep yellow-green. ,

Kishe7igarh.—The colours of the two

stamps, 2 and 5 rupees, chronicled last

month, are stated by the M.J. to be red-

brown and mauve respectively.

Our contemporary further adds :

—

"A correspondent in India tells us that

he has been informed 'that the extra-

ordinary colours of some of the Kishengarh
stamps were quite unauthorised by the
State, and were printed off specially for a
Philatelist ; but that now the Rajah has
given orders that no change whatever is to

be made in the colours without his special

sanction.' We wonder which are the
official colours."

New South Wales.—More varieties of

perforations, etc., have been discovered, and
our readers' attention is directed to the

following hst taken from the M. J.

:

—
"4d., chestnut

;
/(7?7C 12 X 115.

ygd., brown ,, 12.

8d., red-lilac ,, 12X11J.
lod., mauve ,, ,,

IS., chocolate ,, „
5s., red-violet (Type 10); ^cr/. 11 X 11 J.

" Mr. Hadlow has pointed out to us that

there is a variety in the suixharge upon
some of the Official stamps, which has not,

we believe, been noted. In the normal type
the distance between the letters ' O S ' is

7 mm., in the variety the distance measures
8| mm.

"It has been found on the following :

—

stamps of 1871-83.
" id., red

; jxerf, 11 X 10. I 4d., brown
; ferf. 10.

zd., blue ,, 10.
I

4d. ,, ,, 11X10.
IS., black

; perf. 10.

Centennial Issue.

id., 2d., 4d., IS. \ j>erf. iiXiz and peyf. 12.

1891. 2W., blue ; perf. 11X12.
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" We have found that in the i d. of 1 888 the

variety is No. 22 in each of the two lower
panes of the sheet, and it does not exist, we
are told, on the upper panes."

N ewZealand.—The Metropolitan Phila-

telist states that there appears to be a very

large number of varieties of perforations of

the " Universal" penny postage stamps of the

London piinting. They vary greatly, from

12 to 16, and in many cases are found com-

pound, three different perforations on one

stamp being very frequent.

A correspondent of the M. J. states that

he has a copy of this stamp, perf. 11, in

which he can find no trace of any water-

mark, even after diligent search with ben-

zine.

We are not told, however, whether this

particular specimen is of the London or

Colonial printing.

The Australian Philatelist^ on the

authority of another journal, states that

the central figure on the ild. "khaki" stamp

is the neh-novimoc, the representative New
Zealand bird, scratching for its matutinal

repast.

We are also told to read neh-novivwc

backwards, and then we shall understand.

Orange River Colony.—The S. C. F.

reports the id. Orange Free State stamps

of the "TF" Series, surcharged "V. R. I."

and used postally.

Wc arc informed that the id. reply post

card of Cape Colony has been surcharged

for use in the Orange River Colony.

Adhesive, id., O. V. S. stamp, surcharged "XF" and
"V.R I.", postally used

I*ost Can/.
Orange

I + id., Cape card, surcharged River in black.

Colony

Queensland.—A specimen of the 2d.

printed from the new |)lalc of llic 1890-4

issue has Ijccn found jjcrf 12, like the

stanijis of 1887-9, It is the variety (No. 3

ill lilt; block of four) \\lii(h in ilie earlier

plate has the vertical stroke of the "l>" of

"i>knck" ( iitting into the frame of the oval

at fool ; ill the later plate this defect has

been conecled, but the other characteristics

of that variety remain. M.J.
Mr. L. K. 15ra(ll)ury has shown us speci-

mens of the id., vermilion, of 1899, having

the zigzag roulettes in bhuk, anil [icrf. ij.

'I'liere are therefore five varieties of this

slani|) known.

South Australia.— Last month we

pave some particulars about the perfora-

tions and watermarks of the values 2s. 6d.

upwards, and in the April number of the

Australian Philatelist we find the following

note under this heading :

—

" It may be of interest to our readers

to know the perforations of the current high
values of South Australia

—

"Perf. 10, wmk. Crown and S A sideways, 15s.

,, iii, rough-cut perfs., wmk. sideways, ^3, /^a,, £,10,

£iS^ and £20.
,, iii, clean-cut perfs., wmk. normal, 2S. 6d., 5s., los.,

;£i, /£2, L-2 los., and £-,-"

Southern Nigeria.—The Leipsic Jour-

nal chronicles a penny envelope with em-

iDossed oval stamp, and a 2d. Registered

envelope with a stamp of similar type to

the adhesive.

Envelope, i penny, rose on white laid.

Registei'ed Eni'elope. 2d., blue.

Transvaal.— It would appear that some

of the Republic stamps were overprinted

"V. R. I.", with the word "Cancelled"

struck across the name "Z. AFR. Repub-

liek," and used in Wolmarandstadt some

months ago.

The M.J. states that the id., id., 2d., and

25d. of the 1896-7 issue were thus hand-

stamped in violet.

Lydenburg.— In addition to the id. and

3d. on id. S. A. R. stamps surcharged

"V. R. I." for use in this town, there are,

we are informed by Messrs. Bright and

Son, the following other values : .M., 2d.,

2id., 4d., 6d., and is.

Victoria.—Will the first stamps bearing

the portrait of King Edward VII. to reach

this side come from the Transvaal or

Victoria ?

It has been decided to issue two stamps

or labels here of the \alue of ^i and ^2, each

bearing a jiortrait of the King (see |). 149).

At present it is doubtful whether these

stamps should be consitlcrcd jioslals or

fiscals, though they will ha\e the word

"POSTAGIC'' incorporated in tlie design.

A ]iost card of iil. in the new desij^n of

stamp is known.

Post Cant, itl., rose on bufT.

Virgin Islands.—Some stationery has

been issued here.

.\t present two envelopes (court si/e) and

two post cards aie known.

It is stated that the stamps are of the

design of the current adhesivcs.

/iiirv/ti/ei, lU., rcd'liruwii,

'd)il., ulirniimrliie.

P»it Canti. |il., lirerii un liiilT.

III., red'liiuwii un liiiir.
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EUROPE.

Austria.—More varieties of perforations

in the current set are reported in Ewejis

Weekly, the 20 heller stamp having been

found perf loj x 12J, 13, and the 4 kronen

value, 10^ simple.

Adhcsives. 20 heller, current type ; perf. 105X124,13.

4 kronen ,, io\.

Bosnia.—Another value has been found

perf lOj-, and this is the lo heller, pale red.

Doubtless the whole set exists in both

\o\ and 122^ perfs., and possibly also in \\\

with the different compounds as well.

Adhesive. 10 heller, pale red
;
perf. io|.

Bulgaria. — The expected provisional,

5 stotinki on 3 s., brown, has duly appeared.

The overprint is in black.

Prffvisiojial. 5 stotinki on 3 s., brown, black surcharge.

Greece.—It is reported that Messrs.

Bradbury, Wilkinson, and Co. are at work

on a new set of postals and Unpaid Letter

stamps.

From the S. C. F. we gather that the

series will consist of i, 2, 5, 10, 20, 40, 60

lepta, and i, 2, 3, and 4 drachmas in the

same small size as the present series of

Gi'eek stamps, and a 5 drachmas of double

size printed in gold. They resemble the

Olympian Games issue, each stamp bearing

a different illustration, the whole being

typically Greek. Simultaneously will ap-

pear a set of Postage Due stamps and
a separate stamp for parcels post of the

denomination of 25 lepta.

Hungary.— Some provisional post cards

are noted in the /. B. J.

Post Cards.

4+4 filler on 2+ 2 kr, brown on buff.

4+4 ,, ,, 2+2 br., blue on bluish green.

4+4 )i >. 2+2 kr., brown ,,

Monaco.—The 15 centimes has had its

colour changed to brown.

Pending the arrival of the 5 c. and 10 c.

in new colours, a couple of fiscals were

allowed to do duty as postals. These are

described as large stamps, printed in brown,

with figures of value in blue.

Adhesive. 15 centimes, brown.

Fiscal Postals. 5 c, brown and blue.

IOC. „ „

Montenegro.— It is reported that the

3 and 5 nov. letter cards are now printed on
thick greyish-white card.

Letter Cards. 3 nov., black on greyish white.

5 „ carmine
,,

Roumania.— il/^/&^£/'j Weekly lists a new
letter card.

The stamp is the current lo bani and the

inscription is in carmine.

Letter Card. 10 bani, carmine on brownish grey.

Servia.—To the set of stamps of the

1869-78 issue, perf 12 all round, must be

added the 15 p., orange.— .£'w^«'j Weekly.

Adhesive. 15 p., orange, of 1869-78; perf. 12.

Spain.—The lo centesimo card described

last month is for interior postage. There

is another of the same value with stamp

to right printed in brick-red, for the Postal

Union.—Af. C.

Post Card. 10 centesimos, brick-red on orange.

AMERICA.

Bolivia.—The 5 centavos, dark red, re-

ferred to on page 136, may turn out to be

the forerunner of a new set expected.

The M. J., on the authority of Le C. de

T.-P., announces a new issue, adorned with

various portraits, etc., as follows :

—

Adhesives. i c, green ; Camacho.
5 c, red ; Campero.
10 c, blue ; Baliivian.

20 c, violet ; Santa-Cruz.
2 bol., brown ; Arms of the State.

Colombian Republic— rz^wza^c.—The
M. J. gives some additional information

bearing on the set we listed on page 1 36.

Our contemporary remarks :

—

"We have received some more of the

Tumaco labels, which our correspondent
tells us were issued in the province of

Cauca, and it appears are still in use until

such time as the Colombian stamps can be
obtained (or the demand for these pro-

visionals ceases). The values range from
I c. up to $1.00,* all printed from the same
setting, with the value alone altered, and on
white paper. They are in small sheets of

twelve, four horizontal rows of three, and,

with the exception of a few copies of the

20 c, all those now received are perf 12,

with three horizontal and two vertical lines

of perforations in the sheet, leaving the out-

side edges imperf The setting has been
done fairly carefully, there being only two
varieties—No. 2 on the sheet having no stop

after the ' .£ ' in ' Matitcel E. Jimenez^ and
No. 8 having 'Jimenez'' with a grave accent.

In all the perforated stamps there are short

horizontal dashes between the rows, four

between the first and second, and the second
and third rows, and three between the third

and fourth rows ; also a vertical dash at

each side of the second stamp in the top

and bottom rows. The horizontal dashes

are absent in the imperf 20 c. The stamps
we saw last month were imperforate."

* There is certainly a $5, if not even a $10 value.
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Costa Rica.—The new stamps of 1,2, 5,

10, and 20 centavos are reported surcharged

"Oficial," in black, and the 10 centavos

(1890) envelope as changed from brown-

violet to pale brown.

Officials.

1 centimo, black and green ; black surcharge.

2 centimos ,, „ vermilion „

5 i> II II pale blue „
10 ,, „ „ yellow-brown; black surcharge,

zo „ „ „ lake ,,

EnveloJ>e.

10 centavos (1890), pale brown.

Ecuador. — More colour changes are

chronicled in the M. C.

Adiicsivcs. 20 centavos, pearl-grey and black.

50 ,, pale blue „ ,,

I Sucre, brown and black.

Mexico. — The 5 pesos of the type of

1895, states the M. /., has been found upon

the paper of 1 897.

Adhesive. 5 pesos, rose-red ; wnik. Eagle and "li. M."

In regard to the stamps of the 1895 types

surcharged "oficial," in biack, the follow-

ing are known to exist

—

M.J.
Wmk. "coHKEOSEUM "— I c, 10 c, 50 C, I p., 5 p., 10 p.

Wvtk. monogram " R. M."—2 c, 3 c, 4 c, 5 c, 12 c.

Wmli. Eagle and " R. M."—20 c, 50 c.

No luatcrmark— i c, 3 c, 4 c, 12 c, 15 c.

Nicaragua.—A 20 centavos envelope is

listed in the M. C, and Mckects announced
that the S, 10, and 20 c. of Asenjo Postage

Due set have been overprinted "Correos"
above and "1901" below the figures of

value.

Provisionals, s centavos, blue ; " CoRREOs " and ' igoi."

10 „ violet „
20 ,, brown „ ,,

Envelope. 20 centavos, brown on white.

Paraguay.—The s cents, of the current

set has had its colour changed to brown,

and the perforations of the various values

range from iiA to I2i, according to the

M. J.
Aillu-sive. 5c., brown; pcrf. 11}.

Unitki) .States—The i, 2, and 4 cents

values of llic lluHaio stamps have already

been found with iuverled centres, and liiere

seems every proliabilily of llie whole of the

values turning uj) in this condition in course

of time.

Atiltesix>es.

I c, «recn and bluck ;
" lIufTulo " net, with inverted cenlron,

»«•.'«'! M „ „
4 c, brown ,, „ ,,

Uku(;uav. 'llic set, in altered colours,

except the 50 c, lake, but including the

20 c., blue, lias been overprinted ''oi'iciAl,"

(iiagunaliy, in black.

From the /. D. J. we take the following

particulars :

—

Officials. I centesimo, green ; black surcharge

2 centesimos, red

5 blue

7 orange

10 violet

20 blue

25 sepia

I peso green

OTHER COUNTRIES.

Afghanistan. —We have received the i

abasi of Type 44, on a deep scarlet tissue

paper, quite unlike any of the numerous

varieties previously noted.

Adhesive, i abasi, black on scarlet.

Mr. Masson tells us of the three stamps

of 1892 in black, on the wi\y?i\. pinkisJi pelure

paper. It seems doubtful whether this was

an intentional variation of colour, or an ex-

ceptionally dark shade of the slate.—M. J.

China.—Messrs. Gibbons, Limited,having

recently had an opportunity of examining a

very fine collection of the stamps of this

country, noticed the following varieties that

are not in their Catalogue :

—

Nos. 23, 25, 26, 66, with double surcharge.

No. 34, and the same with error "cen,"

imperf. horizontally.

A variety which would be 34^7, the 3 c.

ora/ige, with large figure surcharge.

No. 65 with imperfect impression of the

surcharge, reading "ne" for "'one."

And the $5 on 3 c. Revenue stamp, post-

marked and on the original envelo|)e,

but accompanied by sufficient other

stamps to pay the postage !

Cuba.—Mr. J. M. Andreini, in exhibiting

his collection of Puerto Principe stamps at

a recent meeting of the Philatelic Society,

showed a variety entirely new to us, but

which there can be no reason to iloubt.

The sjjecimen in tjuestion is a 3 cents on

2 milesimas, orange-brown, in the type of

the first series of surcharges, n)e;isining 17^

mm. The e.\islcnce of the variety may
easily be explained by the use of u sheet uf

2 milesimas stanips, instead of 3 milesimas,

when printing the 3 c. surclKirge.

Of course, the corresponding surcliarge

with small ninucral must nisu exist, as all

Puerto Primipe stamps were prinled in

strips t)f live, foiu' showing the l.iiger nume-

ral anil lint- ilie smaller one. VVc therefore
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have to add the following to our Catalogue.

—

American Jourtial of Philately.

Adhesives.

3 c. on 2 m.j orange-brown, type E
;
perf. ; black surcharge.

3 c. on 2 m. ,, type F
; „ ,, ,,

Curacao.—The M. C. states that the

50 cents, Postage Due, of the current type

has been issued.

Postage Due. 50 cents, green and black ; current type.

NewCaledonia.—The provisionals lately

issued, 15 c. on 75 c, are known inverted and

with double surcharges.

Adhesives.

IS c. on 75 c, brown on yellow with inverted surcharge.

15 c. on 75 c. ,, ,, double surcharges.

Portuguese Indies. — Our pubhshers

have shown us two uncatalogued varieties :

The 10 reis of 1872, Die II. on laid paper,

No. 23 in the Catalogue, a tete-bcche pair

;

and the \\ on 10 reis, green, of the issue of

i88r-2 (No. 98 in the Catalogue), surcharged
"6" in black—or this might be No. 106,

6 on 10 reis, green, surcharged "ij" also.

The pair was used on May 15th, 1873, and

the doubly surcharged stamp is postmarked

"Nova Goa, 10 Nov., 1882."—Af./.

Shanghai.— In the collection of the

stamps of China, to which we alluded

under that head, we also found the

following :

—

No. 37, with a dot after the figure " i."

"
I CAND.", in grey-black, on 3 cand.,

orange-yellow (No. 38).

The 40 c, brown (No. 99), surcharged

with Type 13 in black, instead of

blue.

Similar surcharge in a frame (as on No.

118), on 40 c., but in red and in-

verted.

And of the Postage Due stamps, the

2 c, brown, wmkd., perf. 12, with

the surcharge vertical, reading up-

wards.

—

M. J.

Tunis.—The letter cards have appeared

in altered colours.

Letter Cards, lo centimes, carmine on grey.

15 ,, grey on green.

25 ,, blue on rose.

Ol0iT^0pnni)£na.

Communications.—All communications of Philatelic matters and Publications for Review should

be addressed to the Editor of The London Philatelist, Kingston Lodge, Richmond Place,

Brighton.

Advertisements should be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson (Advertising Department), Effing-

ham House, Arundel Street, London, W.C.
Subscriptions.—The London Philatelist will be sent, postfree in Great Britain or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of 6s. (.f 1.50). Subscribers' remittances should

be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson, Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

FORGED PORTO RICO STAMPS.

To the Editor of tite " London Philatelist."

Dear Sir,—As you are no doubt aware, a

deceptive forgery of the Porto Rico "Habilitado

para 1898 y 1899" surcharge was recently placed

on the American market, \viih the result that a

good many United States dealers were victimised.

Now that the fraud has been exposed there, it is

very probable that the makers may turn their

attention to this side of the Atlantic. At any

rate we have received from a Mr. Francisco

Ramis, of Caguas (Porto Rico), a lot of 2,000

stamps. For these he asks ^3, and the greater

part of them is made up of the two counterfeits

of which we enclose specimens.

Yours faithfully,

Alfred Smith and Son.

37 & 39, Essex Street,

Strand, W.C., June ^rd, 1901.
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|ljilalelit Smttm Ulettmgs.

Council for the Year igoo-1901.

President—
H.R.H. The Duke ok Cornwall and York, K.G., etc.

Vice-President— Vi.. P. Castle.

Hon. Secretary—J. A. Tilleard.

Hon. Treasurer— C. N. Biggs.

Hon. Assistant Secretary—H. R. Oldfield.

Hon. Librarian—T. Maycock.
W. B. Avery. C. J. Daun.
E. D. ISacon. R. Ehrenbach,
W. D. IJeckton. T. W. Hall.
The Earl of Crawford, K.T. L. L. R. Hausbukg.

R. Mever.

THii fourteenth meeting of the season 1900-1901
was held at Effingham House on Friday, the

lolh May, 1901, at 7.45 p.m.

Members present : Messrs. E. D. Bacon,
II. R. Oldfield, Franz Reichenheim, L. W.
Fulcher, F. Ransom, T. Maycock, Louis E.

Bradbury, Edward J. Nankivell, J. A. Tilleard,

A. R. Barrett, Gordon Smith, and B. D. Knox.

In the absence of the Vice-President, the chair

was taken by Mr. E. D. Bacon, and the minutes
of the meeting held on April 26th, 1901, were
read and confirmed.

A letter was read from Messrs. Bright and Son,
enclosing a copy of their Premier Colle.ctin};

Albiiiii, and Mr. Maycock was requested to

acknowledge receipt in the usual way.

The Dinner Committee rejKjrted that after

consideration they were of opinion that it would
be much better to hold the Annual Dinner in

either November or February of next year. The
Report was received an<l approved, and on the

proposition of Mr. Tilleard, .seconded by Mr.
Bacon, the Committee was reappointed, with

the recjuesl that they would make the necessary

arrangements for the dinner to be held in

November of the present year, and to be in the

same week as that in wliicli the proposed cx-

liibilion of stamps was to lake jilace.

The ([uestion of the proposed exhibition of

stamps of the .South African Colonies was then
considered, and the members approved an
arrangemenl being made for the lioldmg of such

an exiiibiliiiii in Novimlu-r next. It was further

resolved liial tiie ncxl iiieeling of the members
«h()uld be lii'ld on I'riday, June 7lh, 1901, such

meeting lo be the .\imii;il Ocneral Meeting of the

Sociely.

The niembfrs llieii pioccedecl to inspect the

colU'clion of the stamps of I'runce ns produced
by the Vicel'nsidciil, lugcllu'r with a CDlleetion

Kent for inspci lion by (Nilnnel \V. D. (
'. W'illlains

und II I'ollci-tiiMi III llur cuiii'iil issues pioiUued by
Mr. I''. Kciiliinlu'im.

At the cuncluition of (lie dixpliiy of stamps n

vote of thanks was passed to the Vice-President,

Colonel Williams, and Mr. Reichenheim, on the

motion of Mr. E. D. Bacon, seconded by Mr.
A. R. Barrett, and the proceedings then termi-

nated.

?BxrmingI)am fljilat^lic ^otutg.

Hon. President—Vf . B. Avhrv.
Hon, Secretary and Treasurer—

G. Johnson, b.a., 208, Birchfield Road, Birmingham.

May 2nd.—Paper, "New Zealand, Type I.",

by T. W. Peck.

The following were unanimously elected

members : Messrs. J. C. North and II. Heller.

It was decided to still further add to the

privileges of membership by allowing all members
to send private lots to the Hon. Secretary for
" private offers," which may be made by members
or anyone else, particulars lo be published each
month in the official journal.

It was reported that the collection of auction

catalogues which we started about seven months
ago had already reached to over 800, of which
about 600 were priced.

Mr. T. W. Peck then gave a very interesting

and instructive paper on the early issues of New
Zealand, illustrated by his collection of wonder-
fully fine copies.

m)t dtollfrtors' Club.
351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The sixty-sixth meeting of the Board of Clover-

nors was held at the Club-house on Monday
evening, May 13th, 1901. Present : Messrs.

Bruner, Caiman, LulV, Scott, and Perrin. Meet-
ing called to order at S.30 p.m. The Treasurer's

Report, showing a cash balance in hand of

.'5317.24 exclusive of .51,000 bond, was read and
accepted. It was ordered that a duplicate share

of stock be issued to Mr. Serlling lo replace n

lost one. The Commitlec on new Club•hou^e
reported favourable progress. A communication
was received from the American ColUclors'

(\)mi)any, nHering a .silver medal for an ex-

liibiliun of the stumps of Samoa lo be held

under the auspices of the Club. The nuillrr

was refeneil lo the Commillce on .\iu«scmcnls

with power to act. The application of Mr.

I. \V. I'iske having luen posted the ri'i|uiird

U-nglh of time, his name was Killolcd lor, and
he was dtclaied lui.iniliiously elecled a sulKiClibilli*

member of ihc I'hib. .\djouined g.40,

Al.IIKKr I'KKKIN, itttnhirv.
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M^\\i\)t%itx pijilatilir ^atid^.

The Annual Meeting was held at the Grand
Hotel on Friday, May 17th. The President took
the chair, and there were thirteen other members
present.

The Hon. Secretary's Report showed that there

are now four honorary, fifty-eight active, and nine
corresponding members, making a total of seventy-

one. It also alluded to the success of the Society

at the Paris Exhibition, to the result of the sale

of the stamps issued in aid of the South African
War Fund, which realised ;^ioi 4s., and con-
tained a satisfactory account of the work of the

session.

The Hon. Treasurer's Report showed a balance
in hand of ;^8 4s. iid., and the Hon. Librarian
announced the gift and purchase of an unusually
large number of books, including nearly the

whole of the philatelic library of the late Mr.
T. Ridpath.

The Comptroller stated that the sales from the

Exchange Packets are steadily increasing, being
this year at the rate of 13 per cent, as against

IO3- per cent, last year.

The ballot for the officers for the coming session

resulted as under :

—

President—W. Doming Beckton.

Vice-Presidents—]. H. Abbott and W. Grunewald.

Hon. Secretary—G. F. H. Gibson.

Assistant Hon. Secretary—J. S. Gee.

Hon. Treasurer—C. H. Coote.

Hon. Librarian—]. C. North.

Comptroller—W. Grunewald.

Committee—
G. B. Duerst, N. Heywood, and W. W. Munn.

Exchajize Packet Covimittee—
C. H. Coote and D. Ostara.

The President referred to the retirement of

Mr. Duerst from the position of Hon. Treasurer,

which he has filled for nine years, but is now

compelled to resign owing to his frequent absence

abroad.

A sum of £'i was voted to the Library, and
a lengthy discussion ensued on a resolution pro-

posed by Mr. Duerst that the hour of meeting
be altered to seven o'clock. This proposition was
eventually adopted, on the understanding that the

business of the meetings should commence at 7.30
precisely.

LIST OF MEMBERS.

Abbott, J. H.
Benjamin, D. (c)

Bacon, E. D.
Brown, W.
Beazley, F. J.
Bennett, A. H. A.
Beckton, W. D.
Barratt, F.

Buxton, A.
Battersby, T.
Bryceson, H J.
Brooks, J.
Bowden, W. G. (c)

Castle, M. P.

Coote, C. H.
Collett, E. P.

Cooper, J.
Corns, Dr.
Chance, R. F.
Duerst, G. B.

Dearn, A. H.
Ehlinger, E.
Evans, Major
Etherington, J. W. (c)

Fildes, E.
Flohr, J.
Gillett, O.
Grunewald, W.
Garson, D. S.

Gibson, G. F. H.
Giwelb, M.
Gee, J. S.

Harrison, A. H.
Harrison, R. V. F.

Heginbottom, J. E.
Heywood, N.

Harvey, S. S. (c)

Holland, R. D. (c)

Ingleby, J.
Jones, M. W.
Jago, Dr.
Lund, H.
Levy, E.
Leigh, A. D.
Munn, W. W.
Massey, S. W.
North, J. C.
Newman, G. J.
Norden, E. (c)

Oldfield, H. R.
Ostara, D.
Ox ley, T.
Pemberton, P. L.
Pellew, R.
Philbrick, K.c, Judge.
Roberts, V.
Roberts, F. A.
Roberts, E. T.
Rolsted, H. E. M. (c)

Skipwith, T. K.
Simpson, J. W.
Symons, E. C.
Terry, W.
Turner, H. J.
Thackrah, J. H. (c)

Wallace, A.
Wrigley, S.

Walker, H. E.
Woodroffe, J.
Westhorp, J. (c)

Young, J. R.

G. Fred H. Gibson, Hon. Sec.

Kersal, Manchester.
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Wxt Market.

Note.— Under this title will be ittserted all the itiforniation that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

Trade Catalogues.— Messrs. Smyth and

Nicolle, of Sydney, have sent us their new illus-

trated price Catalogue of Australasian Stamps for

igor, which is a neatly-bound and well-printed

book of some fifty pages, giving the firm's quota-

tions for a large number of Australian stamps, which

will be read with interest by many collectors in this

country. It practically, however, appeals only to

the lessadvanced Philatelist, as the smaller varieties,

as also unused stamps, are not catalogued, and it

therefore has no especial pretension to philatelic

merit. It will, however, undoubtedly attain its

end in calling attention to the large stock held by

this prominent Australian firm.

* * *

A Catalogue on somewhat similar lines to

the foregoing, but embracing Great Britain and

all its Colonies, has been issued by Mr. W.
Madlow. This work also only represents the

stamps on sale by its publisher, which constitute,

however, a large portion of all those issued, and

in many instances also quotes prices for unused

specimens. Mr. Hadlow has been steadily making

headway, both as an auctioneer and a dealer, for

several years past, and it is satisfactory to note tliat

the increase of his business has necessitated his

opening a branch establishment under de Keyser's

hotel on the Blackfriars Embankmenl.

* *

Messrs. Plumriixmc anu ("o.

Sale of May I4lh and isth.

" Unuscil.

liriiish Honduras, 6d., yellow, CA* .

IJritish South Africa, 8cl. on is., brown •

Cape, woodblock, id., scarlet, very fine

Ditto, 4<1., blue, slightly creased

Ceylon, is. 9d., green, lightly can-

celled . ...
Ditto, 2s., blue, perf. ," mint .

Great Britain, 2s., brown

Dilio, /i, brown-lilac, nnclior, nn

blui^li, flue

Naples, 5o^rii,, .slighily cut iiilo

Oranne Kivrr Colony, " V.U.I. ", 6d.,

Ciiruiinc, hor. strip of three"

Dilin, single, iliiio "
. . .

St. Vincciil, iSOy, <id,, yellow*

Spain, 1855, 3 rciilcM, grten, error

L jr. </.

2 2

1

5 2 6

2

2 12 6

I '5

2 12 6

•I
(1

1

2 1$

1 I)

1 I)

<)

Tobago, CA, 6d., bistre-brown, mint *

Transvaal, 2s., blue, mint *

Western Australia, C C, id. on 3d.,

in red and in green, Gibbons and
Co.'sNo. Ill*

A collection of 5,425—;/^50.

2 6

IS o

3 15 o

* * *

]\Ir. W. Hadlow.

Sale of May 1 6th and 17 th.

* Unused.

Brit. E. Africa, 1st issue, mint sets *;f5 & 5 o o

Ceylon, C A, 1 5 c., lilac . .160
British Levant, 40 paras on ^d.

English, with inverted surcharge * I 3 o

Labuan, 8 c, in black, on 12 c,
carmine *

. . . .200
Ditto, 2 c. on 40 c, with surcharge

inverted
*

. ..200
Ditto, 6 c. on 16c., grey, with sur-

charge inverted *
. . .120

Mafeking, id. on ^d., B.-P., with sur-

charge inverted . . .500
Nalal, isl issue, 6d., green . .240
Nevis, 1st issue, 4d., rose *

. .200
New South Wales, 2d., Sydney, re-

touched, without inscription under 3 5°
Ditto, 8d., laureated . . . I 14 O

Ditto, id., laureated, no wnik.

"wale", on entire . .160
Queensland, ist issue, id., pair . .2120

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue . . .240
.St. Vincent, no wmk., is , brown* . 2 10 o

Transvaal, 6d., dull blue, with fine

roulette, mint, block of four .440

Messrs. ViCNTO.M, Bull, and Cooi'kr.

Sale of Miiy 30th and 31st.

• Unused.

l'°iiilRiul, 10 niaiks, brown iiiul rose,

hori/ontal pair, full gum *
. .4150

Ceylon, IS. 9(1., green, with gum *
, a 10 o

India, 1st issue, 4 lis., reil and blue,

left hand lop corner block of eight

willi lull iniiigins, soincwiiiil

crciised iiiid pinluile
*

. . 12 o O

Hrilish Ccntnd Allien, 189K, ;^io,

yellow /^ 6i to S o O
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£
2 IS

10

10

5

o

Cape, woodblock, id., red

Ditto, ditto, 4d. , blue, medium *
. 3

Mafeking, is. on 6d., British Bechuana-
land . . . . 6

Natal, IS., buff, ist issue . . 4

New Republic, a fine lot of thirty-one 9

Orange River Colony, "V.R.I.", id.,

purple, error, letter I omitted,*
mint state . . .280

Ditto, ditto, a similar error in a
corner block of eleven, mint* . 2 18 o

Ditto, 5s., green, corner block of
four, mint* . . • 3 IS o

Swazieland, 5s., slate-blue, used on
piece, and an unused mint speci-

men . . . . I ID o

Ditto, ^d., id., and 2d., all with
surcharge inverted, mint * .280

Ditto, |d., 2d., and 5s.,* mint, Jd.,
red surcharge, used, all errors,
'

' Swazielan

"

. . .600
Ditto, 2d., error "Swazielan," used
on piece, and two other errors . 118 o

Schweizer Renecke Besieged, sur-

charged '

' BESIEGED " vertically on
Jd. and id. Capes, and on ^d.,

id., 2d., and 6d. Transvaals, all

used on pieces . . .500
Ditto, on |d., id., and 2d. Trans-

vaals, all used on pieces . .250
Ditto, a similar lot . . .250
Ditto, a similar lot . . .250

U.S.A. "State," $S, defective . .660
Nevis, IS., yellow-green . . .280
The bulk of this sale was made up of some

very good "remainders."

A collection of 6,590 went for ^74 ; and others
of 6,387, ;^2i ; and 1,916 (British Empire), 2'34-

Messrs. Plumridge and Co.

Sale of June 4th and 5th.

* Unused.
£ s. d.

Brazil, 1st issue, 90 r., horizontal pair 280
British Columbia, 10 c, perf. 14, mint* 2 12 6

Ceylon, CC, 12^, 2d., emerald-green,
mint* . . ..120

Ditto, ditto, 5d., purple-brown, mint* 2 15 o

Great Britain, 2d., blue, without line* 450
Ditto, 2d., blue, with lines, block of

nine,* full gum . . . 4 10 o

Ditto, "I R" official, 5s., rose* . 2 15 o
Ditto, ditto, IDS., blue* . . 2 15 o

Monaco, ist issue, 5 fc, mint* . . I 12 o
Natal, 1st issue, 3d. (2) and is. on piece 3100
Niger Coast, provisionals on English,

id. on half of id. (S. G. No. 7),

a superb mint block of twelve
with left margins *

. . .500
Ditto, \A., in violet, on 2d. (S. G.
No. 12), mint* . . . I 12 o

Ditto, id., in 'green, on a-^d. (S. G.
No. ii\ a superb mint horizontal
pair with right margin *

. .376

Niger Coast, provisionals on English,

id., in carmine, on 22d. (S. G.
No. 15), a superb mint copy with

bottom margin *

Ditto, id., in vermilion, on 22d
(S. G. No. 18), mint*

Ditto, IS., in violet, on 2d. (S. G
No. 28), mint* , .

Ditto, ditto, in vermilion, on is.

(S. G. No. 29), a mint horizontal

pair
*

. . .

Switzerland, Neuchatel, 5 c.

Ditto, Winterthur, 2\

Transvaal, Queen's head, 4d., block of

nine, mint *

£ s.

I 18

S o

1 8

2 o

4 10

2 15

6 15

4
2

o

o

o

o

o

3

S

3

17

3

2 14

S

5

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper.

Sale of June 14th.

* Unused.

Great Britain, 5s., Plate I., imperf.* 2 18 o

Ditto, 1883-4, 5s., rose on bluish,

imperf* . ...
Ditto, ditto, £1, brown-lilac, three

Crowns, imperf., with gum *

Ditto, 1880-3, 3d. and 6d., lilac and
carmine, imperf. , with gum *

Moldavia, 108 paras, fine

Russia, 1st issue, 20 k., wmk. 2 *

Switzerland, Zurich, 6 r., hor. lines*

Wurtemberg, 1879, 2 marks, vermilion*

Ceylon, CA, 16 c, lilac, tiny mark*

India, 1st issue, official reprint, 4 as.,

with head inverted .

Ditto, ditto, 4 as., with red dividing

line . ...
Labuan, provisional, "2 cents." on

16 c, blue, the rare type
*

Philippine Islands, ist issue, 5 c,
orange-red, head on ground of fine

lines *
. . .

Wei-hai-Wei, 5 c, black on red

British Central Africa, 3s. on 4s., pair

mint *
. . .

Gold Coast, C and C A, id., olive

yellow, and id., blue, both *

Ditto, 20s., green and red, fair
*

Ditto, 20S., green and red, imperf.

mint *
. . .

Griqualand, a collection of 305, small
"g" surcharges

Natal, 1st issue, id., blue*

Ditto, 9d., blue *

Orange Free State, provisionals, 3d. on

4d., blue, the five types, four have

gum *
. ...

Sierra Leone, ist issue, 6d., purple on

bluish, imperf.*

Canada, 6d., grey-lilac, perf.*

Nova Scotia, 6d., dark green, pair

Barbados, 1875-7S, 6d., yellow, I2i,

mint *
. . . .

British Guiana, 1853, 4 c, blue, with

line above value "
. . .

S O

o o

o o

4 17 6

3

6

S 10

S

7 5
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£ s. «'.

3

3

2 10

2 10

5 5

d.

Jamaica, wmk. Pine, id., 2d., and 6d.,

all imperf.*

Trinidad, pin-perforated, 6d.
,
green, a

very fine horizontal pair, mint *
.

Queensland, perf. 12, 4d., yellow *

Ditto, 1881, los., brown*
Victoria, 1862, 6d., orange, used on

entire, dated i860 . . .

Ditto, 1867-82, 4d., rosine, in mint
state and very fine (Gibbons' No.
129

*
. . ..300

A very fine collection of 6,242 stamps and 379
entires sold for ;^IS6.

We have received a marked catalogue of the

sale by Messrs. Albinet and Jules Bernichon of

the collection of the late Mons. Ed. Linck,

The total sales, plus the 10 per cent, which the

Imyer has to pay, came to 93,479 fc. 65 c, or at

exchange 25.25, £3,702 3s. 3d. sterling.

We give a list of some of the principal lots,

chiefly of those which are photographed in the

catalogue.

^ViJljroxiinalc
* Unused slerlinp;.

L ^.

France, 1849-50, 25 c. , tete-bcche, good
margins . . ,.47

Ditto, ditto, 25 c. , red surcharge on
20 c, blue, reprint . . .2115

Ditto, I fc, vermilion, grille post-

mark . . ;^6 6s. & 6 10

Ditto, ditto, I fc, on entire . . 8 10

Ditto, 1853, I fc, carmine, tite-bcche,

reprint, with gum *
. . .145

France, 1870, 20 c, blue. Type I,

with gum *
. . ^12 & 12 5

Ditto, 1871-75, 15 c, bistre, tHe-

bixhe . ...
Ditto, ditto, 10 C. + 15 c, bistre on

rose, without gum *

Dillo, ditto, 25 c, tf'te-bhhe, with

gum *
. . . .

Ditto, 1876 80, 25 c, IjIuc, 1st type,

pair, witlunU gum •
. . 7

Guadeloupe, 1876, 25 c., black, unpaid* 3

Ditto, ditto, ditto, a pair *
. . 5

Alsace and Lorraine. The unique col-

lection of 8,128 stamps, including

1,054 with reversed i)urele . 396

Madagascar, 1896, 5/1, 15/2, 25/3, 25/4,
and 25/40 the set , , .

Miirtini(|uc, 1886, 5 c. on 20, green,

small (igure
*

. . .

Kcunion, 1852, 15 c. No. 3, margins
close •

. . . ,

Ditto, (lilli), 15 c, N<i, I, margins
grand, but slight liar

*

Ditto, dilli), 15 c. No. 2, graiid

margins

"

...
Ditto, ditto, iSc , No. 4, no margins"

Dillo, dillo, 30 I'., No. I, repaired

and poor . ...
l)itlo, ditto, 30 c., No. 2, on entire,

iiie<liiiin . ...
Dillo, iliito, 301., No. 4, uiodiinn " 19 16

Dillo.ililio, 30c., No. 3,gri»ntlco|)y* 55 9

726
13 13 o

10 10 o

10

II

o

6 8

7 18 6

3" 17 (')

27 '•» 6

5° 10

19 16

lu 10 O

19 16

15

4

New Caledonia, i860. The entire plate

of fifty types

Ditto, 1886, 5 c. on I fc, olive*

Tahiti, 1893, unpaid set with diagonal

surcharge, I c. on 2 fcs.

Ditto, ditto, same with horizontal

surcharge . ...
Naples, \ tor. , Cross *

. . .

Spain, 1851, 2 reales

Ditto, 1852, 2 reales .

Ditto, 1853, 2 reales .

Ditto, 1854, I r., pale blue, fine

Ditto, 3 cuartos, Madrid

Ditto, 28 habilitados .

Great Britain, id., V. R. , with gum* .

Russian Levant, 2 p., red and blue,

with gum * ...
Oldenburg, 1859, J gros. , no gum*
Moldavia, 1858, 27 paras, fine

Ditto, ditto, 54 paras, fine

Ditto, ditto, 108 paras, without gum,
very fine*

Ditto, ditto, 5 paras, black on white,

used . . • • 5

Saxony, 1850, 3 pf . . .5
Switzerland, Zurich, 4 r., the five types

of both horizontal and vertical lines 100

Ditto, ditto, 6 r., the ten varieties as

above . . . . 8

Ditto, Geneva, 5 -h 5

Ditto, ditto, in two halves

Ditto, Basle, 2J r. . . .

Ditto, Vaud, 4 c. . . .

Ditto, Winterthur, block of four

Ditto, Poste Locale, no lines to cross

Ditto, ditto, another and finer

Ditto, ditto, with lines to cross, re-

constructed plate of forty .

Ditto, Oris Post, with lines to cross,

reconstructed plate of forty

Tuscany, 2 soldi, fine

Ditto, 3 lire, no margins, but other-

wise fine . ...
Turkey, 1867, 25 pia., brown* .

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf., good

Dillo, 8(1., brown, imperf., fair

Shanghai, I c. on 12 c, brown, wilh

gum *
. ...

Azores, 1882-S3, 150 r., wilh gum*
Bcchuanaland ProlectoraJe, Is., 2s.,

2s. 6d., 5s., and los., wilh gunj * 22

Portuguese Guine, 1S80, 25 r., rose,

small surcharge, nt] gum *
. .4

Ditto, ditto, 40 r., blue, 110 gum . 5

Miiuiilius, 1S4S, id., lUiilige on blue,

line . . . . 4

Dillo, 1S59, 2(1., blue, liirgc lillel,

somcwluU iiciivily poslnuirkcd

Swiwilaiul, los,, brown, with gum •

Hra7.iI, 6(x> r., italic

IlueiKis Ayrca, 4 |ki>()S, red

Dillo, S pesos, yellow

Anti(ii|uia, 1807 08, 5 c, blue crccn

£ s. <i.

17 o

o o

6 6

7 18 6

10 10

5 18 6

3

13 10

6 6

8 18

7 14 6

8 10

4 II

20 4

10 10

27 14 6

7 o

o o

6

6

18

o

17

10

'4

9

15 17 o

15 5

7 14 6

S' 10

9 10

10 iS

4

10 U)

4 II

4 u

7 o

U (I

o

o

o

o
(1

o
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Dominican Republic, 1S62, I real,

green, no gum *
. . .

Ditto, 1865, I real, yellow, no gum *

British Guiana, 1850, 8 c.
,
green, cut to

shape

Ditto, 185 1, I c, carmine

Ditto, ditto, 4 c, blue

Ditto, 1856, 4 c, magenta, fine

Ditto, 1862, I c, rose, provisional

pearls . . .

Ditto, ditto, 2 c, yellow, crossed

hearts

Ditto, ditto, set of three I cent, but
unsigned, with gum *

Ditto, ditto, 4 c., blue, no margins

Ditto, ditto, another, not so fine

Mexico, Eagle, 3 c, with surcharge

Nevis, 4d. , orange, litho, with gum *

Ditto, 6d., grey, litho, with gum *

Ditto, 6d., grey, litho, used

New Brunswick, is., violet

Nova Scotia, is., mauve, no margins

Peru, \ peso, rose, very fine

St. Vincent, pair id., on half 6d., with

gum *
. . .

Ditto, 5s., star*

Ditto, 4d. on is.

Newfoundland, 6Jd., vermilion, no
margins *

.

Ditto, IS., vermilion, no margins

two sides .

Tobago, 6d., olive-brown, CA, with
gum *

. . .

Turks Islands, 2^d. on id., red, with

gum *
. . .

Ditto, 2jd. on is., lilac, with gum*
Western Australia, 1854-57, 2d., brown

on red, no gum * ...
Note.—To the above prices must be added

cent, payable by the purchaser.

£. i. d.

4 7

4 7

7 18 6

4 3

6

9 6

5 3

4 IS

8 10

8 18 6

6 II

4

5

5

6

8 2 6

5 II

11 10

13 13

8 2 6

7 14 6

4

7 2 6

S II 6

6 2 6

6 10

4

the 10 per

,, 124=0 16 8

6 = 8 o

The following are some of the prices realised

in the Calcutta Philatelic Company's tenth postal

auction :
—

* Unused.
£ s. d.

India, 2 as.. Service Prov. * Rs. 43 = 2 17 4

Chamba, 2, 3, and 5 rupees'"' , ,,36 = 2 8 o

Nabha, I a. ,
" Service

"

. ,, 25 = 1 13 4

Ditto, I a., double surcharge ,, 15=1 o o

Puttialla, 2as., "auttialla"* ,,17^ = 1 3 4

Ditto, \ a., "i service" .

Patiala, 3 pies, block of 12* .

Ditto, 4 as , "state" only,

used . . . , , 20 = I 6 8

Jhind, thin paper, 8 as. . . ,, 25=1 13 4

Afghanistan, 1289, 6 shahi,

purple

Ditto, 1293, I rupee, purple,

"tablet"* .

Ditto, 1294, black, abasi,

\ and I re. .

Nabha, I J as., State 8^ mm.
Puttialla, I a., "auttialla"

Nowanugger, \ a., perf., used
on original .

Sierra Leone, 6d., postal fiscal

(four)
*

Cashmere, 1879, 4 as., red,

pair

Ditto, ditto, 2 as., orange,

pair

British South Africa, 1890, £\
blue . . . ,, 20=1 6

Ceylon, 5d., imperf. . . ,, 10= 13

The PhilatelicJoiu'ttal of India.

Note.—The rupee is taken at is. 4d.

,, 20=1 6

,, 25=1 13

,, 120 = 8 o

,,125 = 8 6

,> 65 = 4 6

,. 25 = 1 13

„ 36= 2 8

,, 10= 13

,, 22=1 9

,, 15=1 o

,, 14= 18
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"^ke (South Jlfrican (Stamp Exhibition.

EADERS of this journal will doubtless share our satisfaction

at the announcement of the proposed Exhibition of South

African stamps to be held at Effingham House during the

early part of next season. It is now a considerable time

since the last one was held at the Society's rooms ; but the

^ success that has always attended these " side shows," and

which was renewed at the Exhibition recently promoted by

the International Philatelic Union, clearly demonstrates their

popularity. The holding of big exhibitions, such as those

of London and Manchester, entails much labour and weari-

ness of the flesh, leaving behind a strong natural tendency,

after putting forth such Titanic efforts, to rest upon one's

laurels for a few years. These smaller shows, however, only involve a fraction

of the labour or responsibilities of an "Exhibition"; and given, as seems

happily to be the case in the present instance, an energetic and practical

committee, the work is greatly minimised.

Of the educational advantages of these "displays" there can be no doubt,

while their value as a recruiting ground may be deemed almost on the same
fcKjting. Tlie dimensions of the Society's rooms unfortunately do not admit

of the display of huge specialised collections /// cxiniso ; but when, as now
proposed, carefully selected exhibits are made up by their respective owners,

there is still ample room to show a large number of interesting and valuable

specimens. We believe thai tin- showiiu; (ai)iuity of tlic rooms at ICfluigham

House is ecinal lo i.'\'A\{ oi' nine lliiius.ind stain|)s; and li\' tlic tinu- that the

visitor has fully " lakiii in " all these lie shuuki be able to retire, conlnit that

Ik- ii.'id at least inspeiti'd I'nough stamps to !<ivc him food for |)hilatelic-

thought - -not to say env\- !

This ICxhihilioii was to have taken place during tin- past spring, but there

were .several reasons for its poslponenuni, tlu- most important one being tliat

the issues especially caused by the war wen- in lull Hood, and that if post-

|)oiH(l it (ould 1)1' KiuKird nimi iiu liisi\'i' and (omplrtr. It was also hoped,
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in philatelic as in other circles, that the war would have been soon over, and

that its close would be the fitting time for such an exhibition. We may still

trust that by November this sad and wanton waste of life may have closed,

and that the " stamps descriptive of the late war " may yet be the proper

designation.

This Exhibition will be one that appeals to countless thousands outside

the pale of Philately. Hence we rather fear that if too liberal a recourse

is had to the daily Press, the Strand will be blocked by the queue of would-be

visitors. In any case, it is sure to attract considerable outside attention, and

we are assuredly safe in holding the opinion that it will be of distinct service

in tending to still further popularise the study of stamp collecting.

JfortltC0ming fehibitwrt of (South Jlfrican ^Stampja.

HE Philatelic Society of London, having decided to hold an

Exhibition of the South African stamps during the ensuing

autumn, has appointed a committee to carry out the arrange-

ments in connection therewith. The first meeting of this

committee was held on the nth of this month, and all

preliminary steps were then taken.

The Exhibition will be held in the Society's rooms at Effingham House,

on Saturday, the i6th of November, between the hours of eleven and six.

The stamps to be exhibited will be those of the South African Colonies

and Republics affected by the present war, and will include the following :

—

Natal.

Cape Colony.

(Mafeking).

Orange Free State.

Orange River Colony.

Transvaal.

British Bechuanaland,

Griqualand.

New Republic.

British South Africa.

Zululand.

Swazieland.

Stellaland.

Cards for mounting the stamps will be supplied on application free of

charge, and Hon. Secretaries of other Societies can also be furnished with

same if so desired. Application should be made to the Hon. Secretary

of the Exhibition Committee, H. R. Oldfield, 13, Walbrook, E.C.

Further arrangements as soon as made will be notified in the London

Philatelist, and meantime Mr. Oldfield will be pleased to afford information

to any applicant.
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Qlhz IBiBxt of y).^.^. the ^uke of ^orh to

is with great satisfaction that we reproduce the following

account from the Australian Philatelist of May 31st, of the

presentation of an address and souvenir to H.R.H. the Duke
of York, President of the London Philatelic Society. We are

confident that the Duke will especially appreciate a philatelic

present made under such pleasant auspices, and that the

kindly gift of our Australian cousins will form yet another happy souvenir

of the loyal and cordial relations that exist between His Royal Highness and

all sections of Philately.

" The presentation of the address of welcome to the Duke of York,

Patron of the Sydney Philatelic Club, was made by the members selected

for the purpose, Mr. S. H. Lambton (President), Mr. van VVeenan (Vice-

President), Mr. Basset Hull (Hon. Secretary), and Mr. R. Mancy Lake, on

Wednesday, 29th May, at Government House.
" The Hon. Secretary had previously received a letter from the Private

Secretary, suggesting that the souvenir proposed to be given to His Royal

Highness might be presented at the same time as the address. Arrange-

ments were therefore made to combine the address and souvenir in the

form of an album. This was specially made for the purpose, a number

of sunk - mount leaves being bound in maroon morocco, simply but

chastely ornamented. The first page contained the address, engrossed in Old

English characters and embellished in colours. The following is the text :

—

' To His Royal Highness George Frederick Ernest Albert, Duke of Cornwall, Duke

of York, Earl of Inverness, and Baron Killarney, Knight of the Most Noble

Order of the Garter, etc.

' May it please Your Royal Highness,—Wc, the members of the .Sydney I'hilatclic

Club, approach Your Royal Highness with the assurance of our loyalty and devotion

to the Throne and person of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward VH., and offer

you our most cordial and affectionate welcome.

'We respectfully express our appreciation of the high honour you have been

graciously [)icascd to confer upon our C'lub by becoming its Patron, and we recognise

llial your Presidency of liie I'hiiatelic Society of London, the premier Society of the

world, and the personal interest taken by Your Royal Highness in the objects of our

Clul) greatly enlianee the honour tiuis conferred upon it.

' We asic your acceptance of the accompanying selection of the stamps of this the

Mother Stale of Australia, and trust that they may find a position amongst your

philatelic treasures.

'On l)ehalf of the olTiciis and members of the Sydney rhilatelic Club,

'S. H. l.AMinoN, I'resident.

' E. D. E, VAN WiiicNAN, Yice-l'residonl.

'A. K. Masset Uui.i., Hon, Secretary.

* R. Mankv I.akk."
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" Following the address came the names of the thirty-six members con-

tributing stamps to the souvenir, arranged alphabetically. Then came the

ten pages of the stamps of New South Wales, mounted in the order of issue.

Amongst them may be mentioned :

—

"Views— id., Plate II., pair and single, on blue wove paper ; 2d., Plate II.,

on yellowish wove; 3d., on blue wove. Laureates— id., on blue wove,

unused; 2d., Stars; 2d., Plate II., no wmk. ; 2d., Plate IL, wmk. 2, recon-

structed plate of fifty types, and a pair ; 6d., coarse background ; 8d., deep

orange. Large Square— 5d., wmk. 5, unused
;

5d., sage-green, imperf, pair,

used; is., rose, perf, unused. Diadems—3d., pair, imperf, wmk. 3; 3d.,

wmk. 10, block of four unused
;

3d., wmk. NSW and Crown, pair, imperf,

unused, and block of four, imperf vertically, both unused. De la Rue Series

—

9d., double surcharge, unused, and an unused pair without any surcharge

( I od., red-brown). Centennial— is., pair, imperf, unused; 5s., wmk. 5/- (old

paper), unused. There were also blocks of the Record Reign series, of the"

first dies, unused, the Hospital stamps, 6d., green, block of four, unused.; the first

post card, both types of ' To,' unused, several official and private envelopes

on coloured paper, all unused and entire.

" The presentation was made at the same time as the addresses from other

public bodies. The President handed the album to the Duke, who placed it

on a chair at his side. The addresses were all taken as read, and a general

reply was read by His Royal Highness. The members of the deputation

were permitted to remain and witness the investiture of Sir Frederick

Darley, G.C.M.G., and Sir James Graham, K.B., an imposing and deeply

interesting ceremony.

" The same afternoon the Hon. Secretary received the following gratifying

acknowledgment of the souvenir :

—

' Commonwealth of Australia,
' Governor-General,

'29M May, 190 1.

' Dear Sir,—His Royal Highness the Duke of Cornwall and York desires me to

tell you how extremely grateful he is for the beautiful and valuable collection of

New South Wales stamps contained in the Address which was presented to H.R.H.

this morning by the Sydney Philatelic Club, which Club he is so proud to be

associated with as Patron.
' I am, Sir, yours very faithfully,

' B. Godfrey-Faussett,
' Commander R.N., A.D.C,

'To A. r. Basset Hull, Esq.,

'Hon. Secretary Sydney Philatelic Chcb.''

" The result of the movement can only be regarded as eminently satis-

factory to those members of the Club who contributed some of their cherished

possessions, and they may be congratulated both upon the success of the

presentation and the manner of its reception. Regret, however, may be

expressed that inore members did not participate, as a little further effort

would have resulted in rendering the collection almost complete in the type

varieties of New South Wales issues."
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^ates on th^ ^Stamps of |Joi1itgaL

A Paper read before the Philatelic Society, London, on May 25TH, 1900,

By M. p. castle.

rACH succeeding year increases the difficulties of the Phila-

telist desiring to place new facts or fresh phases of interest

before his fellow-students. At the same time, there are in

many instances notes and information that have remained

buried, and that by their disinterment afford practically a

^- sufficient groundwork for the presentation of a paper to

a Philatelic Society. A hapi^y blending of old and partially forgotten data

with only a moderate amount of fresh information—derived from an appre-

ciative study of the stamps themselves—should, however, as I fondly hope in

the present instance, present points of interest to the general body of

Philatelists that will repay their careful attention to the reading of a

paper.*

I think I am on safe ground in asserting that the stamps of Portugal

have had less attention paid to them by members of this Society, and of most

other kindred bodies, than those of any other country of Europe. That this

apparent neglect is in no way due to want of intrinsic merit or philatelic

interest in the issues themselves, it will be a pleasing part of my task to

demonstrate. I can at least claim that it is one of the portions of my
European collection that have had especial charms for me, and that I have

been in that little heaven of the Philatelist which consists in the discovery

of minor deviations of type and uncatalogucd varieties. These facts I have

been collating and endeavouring to assimilate for a considerable time, but

I had hesitated to give them publicity for the reason following. Mr. J. N.

Marsden, an old and esteemed member of this Society, had long since

promised me a work upon the Portuguese issues, which, from his long

residence in Lisbon and his philatelic ability, I have every reason to antici-

pate, would have been the last word to be said on these stamps. I have,

however, during the past year been in correspondence with Mr. O. Wasscrman,
of the Herlin I'hilatelic Cliil), who is a very keen stiuk-nt of the Portuguese

stamps, and I note wilh pleasure that he has now embodied the result of liis

observati(jns in a paper which has been read before his Society in lierlin, and

since published in the Dciitsclic IUirJiiinik\n /litiiiiii: Under these circmn-

" Owinp; lo viirinus ciiiisfs llic |>iil)licali<iii of iIiIk i)ii|ior 1ms Ijcch consiilcniMy iK'layiil. Soino

iif lln' inrorjiialion licifin lius, since \\w reading <>( ilic liapcr, been carried consiilciaMy fiirtlicr l>y

kIikIimIs ci( ihe Piirlu^'iicKc stam|>!i, nnti in ccrlnin instances some of the thcurie!< mlvancetl have liccn

weakened \iy fads llml have now come to linht. I have, liowevcr, thoiiKhl it heller lo piilihsh the

Holes "wilh all their imperfections on their heads," in the hope ihat it may lead to a fuller ami more
pic-cise kniiwlnljjc on Ihe Milije<'t. 'I'he lijuo Mdilion of Messrs. .Stanley t lilihims' t'alalo^jiie will l>c

I'liind lo include some of the points menliun< d in llie ailirle, unU which wiie eoiiiiiiuiiiciittd l>v me at

ilic- lime of writing this paper.— M, I', t'
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stances, and as the salient points of his article were common ground of

discovery and discussion between us, I have thought it only fair that the

English collecting world should be placed on an equality with its Continental

friends. It may, perhaps, also be of a little advantage to Mr. Marsden to be

able to incorporate any fresh points that I have elucidated or to reject any

theories now advanced. When later on we have the privilege of reading his

articles, I am sure he and you will acquit me of any desire to forestall in any

way the result of his labours.

In order to appreciate the relative value and importance of the issues of

a country it is well—nor is the subject devoid of interest—to briefly glance

at the geographical and national status of the issuing country. In doing this

some measure of the stability and proportions of its postal issues, weighed in

the philatelic scales, may be usefully gathered.

The kingdom of Portugal, with its extensive seaboard on three sides,

placed at the extreme edge of the Iberian Peninsula and isolated from the

rest of Europe by its neighbour, Spain, occupies a favourable and a protected

position that should always preserve it from the danger of being swallowed

by any ambitious Power. The kingdom of Portugal, of which Azores and

Madeira form an integral part, contains an area of 34,606 square miles, and

has at the present day a population of about five and a quarter millions of

people. The Portuguese colonial empire has an area of nearly twenty-six

times the extent of the mother country, many of the colonies being re-

minders of Portugal's ancient splendour, and still forming very important

factors in the wealth and commerce of the nation. Their names are known

but too well to collectors, the multiplicity of needless speculative or com-

memorative issues having rendered them a veritable byword in philatelic

circles. The relations of Great Britain have been uniformly friendly with

Portugal, and we are entitled to remember with national pride the great feats

of Wellington in the Peninsular War. The colossal lines at Torres-Vedras,

crossing the peninsula on which Lisbon is placed, and its defiance of the

united attacks of all the French marshals, will always remain as a sublime

instance of the great Duke's military genius and a reminder of the bond of

amity that should unite the British and Portuguese nations. In these latter

days in South Africa our friends have had a difficult part to play, but there

are happy indications that they are not unmindful of their obligations to

Great Britain.

The royal history of Portugal is of considerable interest, no less than

four monarchs having occupied the throne of Braganza since the introduction

of postage stamps in the kingdom in 1853—to wit

—

Dona Maria, 1853 ; died November, 1853.

Dom Pedro V., 1853 ; died November, 1861.

Dom Luis, 1861 ; died October, 1889.

Dom Carlos, 1889.

The present King is still a young man, having been born in 1863, and the

Heir-Apparent, Prince Luis Filippe (named after his royal mother's French

family traditions), is now a youth of fourteen years of age.

The currency of Portugal has remained unchanged in reis and milreis,
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the latter being practically equivalent to 4s. 40!. A rei is therefore about

the twentieth part of a penny, while the lowest denomination of a stamp for

newspapers is 2\ reis, about half a farthing. Our Government is not so

enlightened, alas ! and a halfpenny still seems our irreducible minimum, in

view of the demands for Post Office financial support by the National

Exchequer. It is fortunate for us collectors that the rei has reigned so

securely, or we might have been inundated with surcharges, and the charm

of this country's stamps destroyed.

For nearly forty years Portugal remained innocent of surcharges, and

even those created in 1892 are neither difficult, expensive, nor alarming.

The only blots on the Portuguese stamps are the commemorative issues of

1894 (Dom Henry), 1895 (S. Antonio), and the Vasco da Gama Unpaids, etc.

(1898). These three series, however, in no way superseded the regular issues
;

they were purely speculative and unnecessary, and may be safely banished

from the Philatelist's album " unwept, unhonoured, and unsung."

I have mentioned what I consider the only blots on Portugal's escutcheon,

and I contend that they are of the smallest importance compared with the

great variety, interest, and beauty of the permanent issues. I am well aware

that this is an opinion not generally shared, and even the late Mr. VV. A. S.

Wcstoby (to whose excellent book I am indebted for several items of

information) calls the stamps " complicated, difficult," and "embracing a mass

of provisionals." The stamps of Portugal are not without points of difficulty

and interest to the more advanced student, as I shall endeavour to show, but

to the average collector they can be marshalled in straightforward and

simple groups that present nothing in any way formidable. In Stanley

Gibbons' Catalogue, which includes types, varieties of perforation, and many
small differences, there are only 260 stamps (excluding the three speculative

issues), and this, spread over nearly half a century, is by no means excessive.

In Whitfield King's Catalogue, 1900, which includes only important varieties,

126 is the number of stamps.

It is futile to deny that the collector of this year of grace 1900 is in-

sensible to the charms of beauty—in stamps—the familiarity with new issues

and up-to-date post-official catering for Philately in the guise of miniature

scene painting having awakened a general appreciation of character, art, or

design as applied to the postage stamp. To my mind there is an especial

charm—coupled perhaps with the enhanced difficulty of its acquisition— in

liie contemplation of an embossed stamp. In addition to the Philatelist's

ordinary ideas of perfection therp is in this class of stamp the relief or

sharpness of the embossing to be studied. The attainment of specimens

shownig a cameo-like head with all the raised details in sharjiest outline is

like a vvill-cj'-the-wisp cliase— elusive and delightful. It practically places

stamps of this category in a line with coins where sharpness of outline is the

great desideratum. The octagonals of (ircat Ihit.iin and the Gambias are

familiar instances of the appreciation of fine relief printing, while in Switzer-

land, Austria, and .several of tlu- cxtintl (u-rman States almost the same
features are presented. 1 do not think there is, ht)wever, an)- parallel

instance of the consecutive issue of embossed stamps for thirty-four j-ears

as in the case of Portugal, and in my judgment this fact entitles the I'ortuguesc
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stamps to a high place in the estimation of the Philatelist. With these kw
general remarks, which I trust have not been found pointless, I now proceed

to consider the respective issues, incorporating with each any information

that I consider either entirely fresh or not generally known.

Issue I. Dona Maria. July ist, 1853.

The four values of this issue, bearing the well-known effigy of the Queen,

were ordered by a decree of the 27th of October, 1852, and their use in the

first instance was not obligatory with regard to classes of postal matter. The

5 reis was intended for newspaper franking, the 25 and 50 for ordinary

postage of one and two ounces, and the 100 for postage and registration

within the kingdom and adjacent islands. I should here mention that I

am indebted for this and other information on this issue to M. Henrique

Anachoi-eta, of Lisbon, contained in an excellent article on the first issue

of Portugal, written in 1895 and published in the official bulletin of the

Lausanne Philatelic Society in June, 1896. The preparation of the dies was

entrusted by the administration of the Hotel de la Monnaie at Lisbon to

M. Francisco Borja Freire (who placed his initials on the stamps at the

base of the bust), and M. Freire was subsequently despatched to England to

study the designs then in use. That the engraver faithfully followed out

his instructions is palpable, as the Portuguese stamps closely resemble the

octagonals then in issue in Great Britain both in size and general details.

The designs submitted having been approved, it is interesting to learn that

the machine for making the impression was likewise despatched from this

country. M. Anachoreta also explains that the machine was worked by

a hand-wheel " driven " by four men. The sheets consisted apparently of

ninety-six stamps divided, as I am inclined to believe, into four panes of

twenty-four each in six horizontal rows of four stamps. The paper employed

was machine-made wove, varying in texture, notably in the case of the

25 reis, which was used in very large numbers, and the issue may be divided,

as are my stamps, into thick and thin paper. I have, however, never found

the 50 reis on other than the thick paper, and M. Anachoreta confirms this,

as he states that " the second delivery of paper received at the Hotel de

la Monnaie consisted of twenty-six reams of 500 sheets of the same quality

—of a thick nature—as that employed in the first impressions. That

received on the 23rd August, 1853—thirty reams—was of quite another and

thinner quality than the antecedent supply. The stamps of 5, 25, and 100

reis were then printed upon this paper, of which hence two distinct qualities

exist of these three values, the first thick and the second thin and transparent,

being similar to that subsequently employed for the straight-hair issue

Pedro V. The 50 reis exists, therefore, only on the first (thick) paper, not

having been printed after the reception of the second delivery of paper."

This is an interesting statement, and being compiled from official records

fully confirms and sets at rest the question of the paper, and relieves the

collector from the hunt after the 50 reis on thin paper. My own experience

is that the thin papers are very much rarer than the others, especially as

regards the 5 reis.

With regard to the gum, it is generally described as brown, and is really
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frequently very brown, but it will be found to vary between this and the

ordinary yellowish. Towards the later printings it really assumes an almost

normal tone, especially on those stamps printed on the thin paper just

referred to. M. Anachoreta says, however, that the gum employed on the

earliest printings of the 5, 25, and 100 reis was found to be weak and

deficient in adhesive properties, frequently necessitating the use of sealing-

wax for fastening the stamps on letters, and that it was (according to an

official document) subsequently modified and made thicker.

Although the Queen Maria died four months after the introduction of

these stamps in July, 1853, their printing and issue were continued until

May, 1855, being used simultaneously after February, 1855, with the next

Dom Pedro issue. The table following, which I have borrowed from

M. Anachoreta's excellent article, is of interest as not only exemplifying this,

but showing the quantities of each value used and giving a fair clue to their

relative rarity.

NOTE OF STAMPS DELIVERED TO THE POST DURING THE YEARS
1853-54 AND 1854-55-

Value.

fReis. 25 Reis. so Reis. 100 Reis.

1853- June 128,400 .. 243,600 ..
— —

)) July . . 183,600 .. 394,800 .. 26,400 . 49,200

)) August — 204,000 .. 150,000 .
—

)> September 122,400 459,600 .. — —
1) October — 540,000 .. — —
J) November 144,000 228,000 — —
), December 143.495 •• 311,736 341 • 125

1854. January — — —
,, February 182,400 .. 309,793 •• 2,657 . 1,675

» March . 118,800 .. 48,000 .. — 20,370

,) April 165,600 .. 158,400 .. — —
1, May 212,400 .. 271,200 — —
,, June — 438,000 .. — —
,J July . 192,000 210,000 — —
)> August 108,000 348,000 .. —

• 16,783

J) September 192,000 72,000 .. —
)) October 72,000 .. 576,000 .. — —
,) November 277,200 .. — — —

-

,, December 309,000 . 779,400 .. — —
1855- January 246,000 388,800 .. — —

),
February 216,000 192,000 — —

,1 March . 216,000 360,000 — —
M A[)ril 120,000 240,000 — —
)) May 168,000

3.517.295 •

552,000 .

• 7.325.329 •

— 16,636

179,398 104,789
Burnt, 1 )e<:ember, 185^ 1.895 8,136 . 341 . laS

Issued 3.515.400 . • 7.3i7.")3 •
• '79,057 • 10.1,664

The (luestion of variation d tiu- dies employed will bo found throu^jhoiit

the Tortugucsc i.ssiics to be replete with " points "—and fre(|uently novel ones
—but in the ca.sc <>f (he Di.na Maria stamp tlu're is onl)- one variit\- tli.it
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calls for comment, the so-called Die II. of the 5 reis. M. Anachoreta says,

however, hereon :
" Two varieties have been assumed to have been found of

the Dona Maria issues. The one in the 5 reis wanting the pendent curl

arises from use of the die, which was hence retouched for the reprints. The
other, with a little dot of colour in the ear, also arises from the state of the

die and the amount of pressure employed in printing. I consider these two

pretended varieties as simple curiosities." These four stamps were reprinted

in 1864 and 1866 (on chalky paper), and Mr. E. D. Bacon states, in his book

on Repi'ints, that " the 5 reis was printed from a retouched die, and the

pendent curl of hair behind the Queen's head has entirely disappeared, as

has also the so-called ' Adam's apple ' in the throat." The " pretended " Die

II. of the 5 reis has always been a difficult insect to catch, especially in a

state of pristine beauty—the few used specimens that I have seen having

generally been so blotted out by redundant printer's ink as to defy any

accurate diagnosis of the points of difference. I have always had some

searchings of heart as to what really constituted the difference between these

two varieties of the 5 reis, and I was at one time inclined (as have- other

students hereof) to support M. Anachoreta's thesis. Messrs. Stanley Gibbons

have, however, come to the rescue, having received from a correspondent in

Portugal a considerable number of stamps of this value which had been

affixed to documents and have escaped obliteration. It would appear that

these stamps just escaped with their lives, having been rescued from a paper

mill, but that their limbs have been most cruelly treated, nearly all having

been damaged in removing them from the original papers. Messrs. Gibbons

have kindly placed the whole of these stamps at my disposal, and I have

been able to solve—to my own satisfaction at least—the question of these

two die varieties.

I will take the points of divergence,* assumed or ascertained, in order,

commencing with the former, that I may the better clear the way and simplify

the rather minute and apparently involved points of differentiation,

1. The points or dots of colour in the ear (referred to by M. Anachoreta)

and in the coil of hair. This I consider entirely due to either presence of

extra ink on the die, undue pressure, or extra absorption through the use of

inferior paper. The latter point, which is of interest, I will touch on later.

2. The apparent formation of an " Adam's apple" in the throat, especially

noticeable in the reprints of 1864, and attributable to one or more of the

three preceding causes, probably the latter.

3. The apparently different shape of the back of the neck, especially

between the pendent curl and the nape—likewise caused in my opinion.

4. The distance between the outer circle of pearls and the topmost portion

of the crown, due most probably to excessive inking.

5. The generally blurred, woolly, or indistinct appearance of the im-

pression.

The last is, I believe, due to the nature of the paper employed, I

have mentioned the use of two papers, for which M. Anachoreta has given

chapter and verse, but until the arrival of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' lot I had

* See illustrationF.
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never come across any 5 reis Dona Maria on thin paper except those of Die

II. I did not think the latter existed on any paper but this, but among the

stamps now forthcoming I have found several Die I. on the same paper,

and have therefore added this stamp to the list that I had already drawn up

from the study of my own collection. The examination of these two dies on

the same thin paper will show how important a factor it is in the resultant

appearance. In both cases we get the same blurred and indistinct impression,

creating great difficulty in diagnosing the respective dies. This paper, which

is of indifferent machine-made texture, is totally deficient in the quality of

toughness that is generally associated with a thin hand-made paper, and

was therefore especially ill-fitted to receive an embossed die. As a con-

sequence the paper yielded too much to the embraces of the impressing

machine, was flattened out, and thus allowed the ink to spread so much as to

practically obliterate some of the smaller ornamentations in the borders, and

even, as I have noted, to impinge to a considerable extent upon the outlines

of the head and neck. If the reprints of 1864 are very closely examined, it

will be seen that there is a strong encroachment of colour overprinting the

back of the neck from the pendent curl, which gives quite another shape to

the back of the bust ; but beneath the colour the neck is there, as in Die /., but

the curl itself modified for Die II., as I will proceed to explain.

I have intimated that I have long had some doubts as to the real existence

of these two dies, and it may be of interest to state the cause of my con-

version to the double die theory, i.e. the examination of the two reprints

of this stamp. In the case of the 1864 reprint, as I have pointed out, de-

fective impression has made the identification more difficult ; but when we
come to that of 1886, which was printed on a suitable fine, thick, well-surfaced

paper— known as chalky—which receives the impression with most minute

details, all doubts and difficulties vanish. I submit the finest impression

I can muster of Die I. side by side with Die II., 1886 reprint, and I think

you will be able to sec that the differences—-to use a well-known colloquialism

—"stand out and hit you." I think that this assistance rendered by Govern-

ment reprints is a striking argument in favour of the retention of all official

reprints in a specialised collection—a contention that I have long hekl and

which I venture to think is of assured adoption in the near future.

I now describe the only reliable

PoiNT.s OF Difference isetween the two Dies.

The pendent curl. Die I. This curls outwards, away from the neck, and

points directly towards the right centre of the pearl frame.

Die II. The curl is cut where it projected beyond the contour of the

back of tlu; head. Owing to excessive ink on the neck on the thin paper

stam[)s, it apparently sometimes still protrudes to a certain extent.

1 he ornantcntations, i.e. the two lines above most nearly approaching

"COKKElo"to left and right and, below, pointing to centre of " 5
" on left

and to upper jjart of "s" on right.

Die I. Tiiese four lines, wliich are almost vertical, arc short and arc

broken in the centre- at almost an angle of 45".

Die II. 'ihese ornainentalion lines arc considerably longer, thinner, and

arc straightened so as to appear practically curved instead of anjjled.
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After eye-aching examination I liave in some stamps found other apparent

deviations, but they are too small—in relief printing—to be reliable ; and

I venture to think the two forenamed tests will suffice to differentiate the

two types. This retouch is obviously not of magnitude or first-class im-

portance to the generalist. The specialist is, however, bound to take cog-

nisance of it, even if it be less prominent than the re-engraved dies of Sicily

or New South Wales.

The explanation of the alteration presents more difficulty. The 5 reis

was not used to half the extent of the 25 reis, and I have never—though

I have repeatedly searched—found any Die II. in that value. M. Freire,

however, doubtless thought the die wanted slightly touching up, and hence

removed the obnoxious curl and straightened out the four strokes. The

5 reis. Die I., is a fairly abundant stamp used, but Die II. is only rarely met

with, even used, and I am inclined to believe was in use for a very limited

period. The present find is " a bolt out of the blue," on which Messrs.

Stanley Gibbons are to be congratulated.

I append a synopsis of the shades, and in doing so I may say that, as also

in the cases of all subsequent issues, I have only included such marked

definitions of colour as constitute, in my view, different printings, all depths

of impression and minor variations being included under the expression

" shades."

SYNOPSIS.

Issue I. July ist, 1853.

Thin Paper.

5 reis, red-brown ; Die I.

Die 11.

25 reis, blue.

,, dark blue.

100 reis, lilac.

Thick Paper.

5 reis, red-brown ; Die I.

,, brown.

25 reis, pale milky blue.

,, turquoise-blue.

,, blue.

„ greenish blue.

,, dark blue.

50 reis, yellow-green.

,, dark green.

100 reis, lilac.

„ dark lilac ; slight shades

of all.

Issue II. February ist, 1855. Dom Pedro V.

This issue, which, as first printed, is generally known as the "straight-

hair," consists, like that preceding, of four values— 5, 25, 50, and 100 reis

—

and was also engraved by Mr. Borga Freire, and manufactured at the Mint in

Lisbon. The gum is uniformly of a rather yellowish tint, but the paper

varies, as in the precedent issue, though perhaps not quite so markedly,

notably in the 50 and 100 reis. The 5 reis is of course well known to exist

in types, of which five have long been accepted ; but for some time I held the

opinion that there was a sixth, and after discussion with other collectors,

notably in the Berlin Society, I have arrived at the conclusion that the

differences apparent in the "sixth type" were simply due to variations in the
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amount of ink used or the pressure applied in printing. I may here say

that in the cases of embossed stamps apparent deviations that might

readily be accepted in the case of line-engraved stamps must be carefully

and even doubtingly examined, as the amount of ink cu7n pressure ap-

plied will frequently very much increase or decrease the breadth of the

white relief portions of the die, and present the appearance of die variations.

The most salient feature to be regarded is the relative direction of any two

given lines or points taken in conjunction, and not on their individual record

alone. The differences in these five types are well known, and need no

description here ; but I may say that, as in all subsequent cases, I have never

found two die varieties se tenant. It would therefore seem that in all cases

no frame was set up that did not consist of reduplications of the same

matrix. A quondam pair of these stamps (5 reis) is shown in my collection,

and my remarks hereon are borne out by the fact that this pair, and a

limited number of unused specimens that were recently unearthed, are

all of the same die variety, and I have every reason to believe emanated

from the same fragment of a sheet.

Turning to the 25 reis, the two varieties have become now generally

known, but the differences are pointed out as being due to the pearls or size

of the lettering only. These two stamps are, in effect, made from entirely

different dies, head and all. On close examination, frame, network, pearls,

lettering, size, and position of the head (noting relative propinquity to the

pearls), will all be found to be entirely different, and it is clear that these two

were created as entirely separate dies. I cannot say as yet which came first, or

whether they were in simultaneous use. The variety with the larger lettering,

which I call Die I., is found on thick and thin paper, while Die II. (in my
experience) occurs only on the latter, and I have the former stamp used in

conjunction with a Dona Maria— 100 reis ; but, as I have previously shown,

the extended concurrent use of these two issues renders them a testimony

of but slender import. The reprint is from Die I., which also may mean

little. Die II. unused had always been in my experience a scarce stamp until

I found a little nest, and I believe it is practically as rare as the 5 reis. The
alignment of the stamps on the sheet, as will be seen, is verj' irregular ; but

as regards the ink employed, the impressions are more even, varying far

less in shade than in (he case of the Onccn Maria issue.

SYNOP.SIS.

Issue II. February ist, 1855. Dom Pedro V.

Thick Paper.

5 reis, dark reddish brown ; Types ?

blue ; Type I.

yellow-green sliades.

lilac.

(
7\> bt (ondiidtd. )

MS h

Tliiii Paper.

5 reis, dark reddish brown

;

five types. 5 '•eif

25 reis, l)lue ; Tyi)e I. 25 II

11
(lark l)lue ; Type I. SO II

II
Type II. 100 II

50 reis. yellow-green shades.

II bluc-grccn „

100 reis. lilac „
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THE LONGEST LIVED STAMP.

R. A. F, Basset Hull's recent article on the $d., large square, New
South Wales, which, owing to its forty-six years of existence, he has

felicitously christened the " Grand Old Stamp," has been extensively reproduced

and commented on in philatelic circles. Nor do we think that its position

as the doyen of stamps has been shaken by any other known variety. The
nearest in point of longevity, curiously enough, also hails from New South

Wales—the 3d., green, Diadem of 1857—also a beautiful and a very interesting

stamp. In point of rarity of some of its varieties it beats the 5d., the

imperforate stamp being of great rarity unused, and that with the error of

watermark double-lined ''2," while an extremely rare stamp used, is unknown
—as far as we are aware— in unpostmarked condition. Ewens Weekly

quotes hereon some other stamps which have rendered long service, and which

still survive.

i860, Jamaica, 4d., red-brown ; is., brown. Watermarks vary.

i860. New South Wales, 5s., coin type. Issue was interrupted from 1888 to

1890.

1862. South Australia, is., brown. Perforations vary. Still on Star paper.

1862. The 12 c, blue, Hong Kong, was first issued on unwatermarked paper in

this year. In 1865 it appeared on Crown CC paper, and has never

since been changed.

1863. Hong Kong, 4 c, grey. Varieties occur.

1864. Cape of Good Hope, 6d., violet. Watermark varies.

1864. Newfoundland, 24 c, blue.

1865. The current 6d. Bermuda was first issued in this year, and has never

been changed in any way.

1865. Bermuda, id., rose. Varieties occur.

1868. St. Helena, 53., orange, absolutely without change.

1868. Orange Free State, 6d., rose.

There is, however, one other and very important stamp which seems to

have escaped the notice of our contemporaries. The id. of Great Britain,

with the exception that it had a short life in mourning garb, remained un-

changed for forty years, and doubtless holds the record of the greatest number

printed of any stamp ever issued. The two dies practically represent an un-

changed design, and as the father of all adhesives, this stamp, in our opinion,

is the only one that might challenge Mr. Basset Hull's champion

!

aasiottal Mnt^s.
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.

HE Society's Rooms at Effingham House will, by order of the House
Committee, be CLOSED from July 31st to August 2ist inclusive.

Communications by letter may, however, be made as usual.
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THE WORK OF THE LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

E are glad to notify that, already, the new Council has taken the

question of the Society's work seriously to heart, and as will be seen

by the letter following, which has been sent to all the members resident in

Great Britain, has lost no time in making a start. We sincerely trust that

a loyal and ungrudging support will be given to this appeal.

" Effingham House,

"Arundel Street, Strand,

"London, W.C., izih/uly, 1901.

"THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.
" Dear Sir,—The arrangements for the work of the Society during the ensuing

season, 190 1-2, have been placed in our hands by the Council of the London Phila-

telic Society, and we are anxious to be able to announce, during the summer vacation,

the full programme for the next season.

"Several members of the Council have already promised their assistance, but we

especially invite and desire the co-operation of the members generally.

" AVe shall therefore feel much obliged if you will fill in and return the accompany-

ing post card not later than August 15th.

" We are, dear Sir, yours faithfully,

" M. P. Castle, Vice-President.

" R. Ehrenbach, 1 Members of
" L. L. R. Hausburg, ) the Councils

FIRE AT MESSRS. BRIGHT AND SON'S PREMISES.

K much regret to announce the fact of a serious fire having taken place

at Messrs. Bright and Son's premises, 164, Strand, but are glad that

the disaster has its limits, as intimated in the letter following, which we have

received from that firm. A personal inspection of the premises, however,

presents a painfully vivid view of the damage that can be effected upon

philatelic stock by the combined efforts of fire and water. Our sincere

sympathies are tendered to Messrs. Bright and Son, who arc, of course, pro-

tected by insurance, and we can but hope that they will phcenix-like rise up

in renewed and extended vigour.

" We shall feel greatly obliged if you will kindly note in the columns of your

valuable pa[)cr that, notwithstanding the disastrous fire which broke out on our

premises on Sunday morning, the 30th ult., we are still able to carry on our business

at 164, Strand.

"Altiiougli a large ([uantity of our stock has been burnt (our immense slock

of accessories and albums have been entirely destroyed), we have made arrangements

for furtlier immediate siii)plies, and trust to execute all orders with but little delay.

" We also wish to express our gratitude for tlie many kind coiuiolences wc have

received from lioth collectors and dealers, and also for offers of accommodation and

assistance, notably from Messrs. Stanley Oibbons and Wm. lladlow."

.Since the foregoing was written, wc learn Ironi Messrs. Hrigiu and Son

that the total loss, both as regards stamps and pul)lications, has been

a.sscs.scil at ^ 1,700.
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"^ TALE OF STAMPS."

NDER the above heading, with a sub-title, " The War Written on our

Stamps," the Western Mail of the 22nd June had a long and able

article by Mr. Walter Scott, of Cardiff. The information therein, though

familiar to Philatelists, is conveyed in a concise and interesting form that

at once enlists the sympathies of the ordinary reader, the appearance of such

articles having a distinct value in the enlistment of recruits for stamp collect-

ing. The final paragraph of Mr. Scott's article will show how such an article

appeals to the uninitiated public.

"The manner in which the history of our own time can to a large extent be learnt

from the study of postage stamps is well evidenced by the stamps of the Transvaal.

The first were issued in 1869 by the then newly formed Republic. Then, in 1877,

the British occupation is shown by the stamps being surcharged ' V. R. Transvaal.'

In 1878 a new set appeared, bearing our late Queen's head, and this again was

superseded in 1882 by a reappearance of the 1869 design, showing that the Transvaal

was again an independent Republic. Now, in 1900, 'V. R.' has again appeared as

a surcharge on the Republic stamps ; and doubtless a new issue with the head of our

present Sovereign will soon appear to denote the permanent restoration of British rule."

STATEN ISLAND PHILATELISTS.

O quite a number of collectors and dealers in this country New York

and its vicinity are almost as familiar as London and Paris, and there

must be many who, like ourselves, have made the short steamer journey

to the pleasant shades of Staten Island, and have passed most enjoyable

hours with the members of the Philatelic Society of that pretty little island.

The ordinarily uneventful traverse of a few minutes required for the ferry

service was rudely broken by the accident recently reported in the daily Press.

The M.P. has now given us fuller particulars, and it is pleasant to read that

the members of the " S. I. P. S." gave so good an account of themselves.

"That portion of the Metropolitan readers who reside in or near the metropolis

were thrilled by the accounts of the wreck of the Northfield soon after she had started

out on her six o'clock trip to Staten Island, the home of so many of our most

enthusiastic Philatelists of German birth or parentage. Later report has reduced the

number of deaths to four, and while the daily press has given many details of the

disaster, many deeds of heroism have passed unnoticed. It is not our province

to note the doings of ordinary mortals. When a stamp collector goes wrong we make

it a point to hold him up to scorn, and when some act of bravery is performed by a

Philatelist we are delighted to chronicle the fact. On the eventful evening of June

loth three members of the Staten Island Philatelic Society were on board the

Northfield. Standing on the lower deck they saw the onward rush of the Mauch

Chunk towards the ill-fated boat crowded with its human freight. No thought of self-

preservation entered their minds, but with one accord they divested themselves

of their umbrellas and parcels, which all suburbanites carry to distinguish them from

their fellow-citizens, and dashed to the points where their knowledge and services

would be most valuable. The rapidly sinking boat was soon surrounded by tugs and

the various craft with which the harbour is crowded, but many women and children

owe their lives to the assistance rendered by the heroic members of the Staten Island

Philatelic Society."
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NOTKS OF NKW, AND VARIATIONS OF GURRKNT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found nnder "Philatelic Notes.")

We do not profess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the important novelties tnay be included. Speculative stamps—i. e. those not really required for
postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in

this direction, by sending copies of any official documents relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intimation ofany new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such information

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
BiCCHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. — Le

PhilalcHsle Frati<;ais is the first journal we
have seen to announce the |d., green,

Englisli stamp surcharged " Bechuanaland

Protectorate" in two hnes, in black.

Adhesive, jd., green.

British Guiana.—The M. J. has re-

ceived notice from the Postmaster-General

that on and after July ist the provisionnl

issue of 1888-9—3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 20, 40, and 72

cents, mauve and black— will no longer be

available for postage.

We notice that the i cent and 2 cents (both

varieties) and the §1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 arc not

included in the list.

The 5 cents envelope on thin white paper

can no longer be used.

British South Africa.—"Our Colonial

Market has shown us the new 5s. and ^i

stamps, the former being printed in orange-

brown and the latter in dull lilac. The type

is exactly similar to the current is. stamp,

though in size the £\ is much larger. Two
other high values—^[5 and ;/^lo -of similar

type have also been issued, colours dark

IjIiu: .111(1 l)luc-lilac respectively. The stamps

are produced by Messrs. Watcrlow and

Sons."—Jiwcn's I'l^eMy.

Ailhesivtt. 5*., arnnKe-l>ruwn ; current ly|)c.

£1, (lull liliiu ,,

C',, ilark liliia ,,

j^Ki, Ijliie-lilac ,,

( KVl.ON.—On pfigc 46 wc chronicled the

I
rents, yellow, and 12 cents, jjreen and

i.iiiniiie, overprinted "On Scrvit:c."

Our aulliorily was the Metropolitan Phihi-

lilixl. A corresi)ondent of the M.J. writes

to say that these stamps are not known in

Ceylon, and inusl be " bogus."

It is now quite a common occurrence for

information of new issues to reach the

philatelic journals long before the stamps

are really put into circulation.

The 5 cents, oratn^e-yellow, of Hong
Kong, we announced in January, and the

supply has only lately come to hand.

Our contemporary further writes

—

"A correspondent tells us that he possesses

the 'Two' on 4 c, rose, with Type 29 of

the surcharge double ; it would come between
No. 179 and 180."

Great Britain.—Ewcris Weekly reports

the current is., green and carmine, stamp,

overprinted "Govt. Parcels," and issued on

May 2 1 St. If it be true that only about a

dozen of these stamps are used daily, it will

probably turn out to be a scarce stamp as

anticipated.

We understand the small size ^d. enve-

lope is now issued in green.

F.nvflo/>e. jil., green ; sni.ill siic.

Govt. Parcels. IS., green and carmine.

India.—Hyderabad.—Messrs. A. Smith

and Son have shown the M. J. a vertical

pair of the 4 a. imperforate horizontally.

This pair was cut from a block of twenty

found in this condition.

7>vj7'ff//t"tfrt'.— There api)e;us to he a fresh

printing of the stam])s of thi^ Slate, and the

M. J. gives the following infornialion :-

" All the values appear now to be in sheets

formed of six hori/onlal rows of fourteen,

and all except the 1 ch. have a frame line l«»

the sheet. The \ ch. is in a hesh >hade of

mauve, but not one to he catalogued ; the

new i ch. varies fron> black i«i f^reyblaek,

nccoruing to tlic amount of ink on the (ilatc

;

the 1 th. is in a violtlblue sluidc which is

i|uite new to un ; the J ch. in rost\ as before

;

.ind the 4 ih. in a blight jv/Zi'tt'-.v/i-i-M."
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M. Questiaux has received a band of a

new type with value expressed in "cash."

The stamp is rectangular, with shell in a

double circle, and inscription "travancore
ANCHEL CASH SIX." There is a variety of

this band in which the inner circle is lined

horizontally instead of being plain, and

the outer circle touches the label. Size

300 X 128 mm.

—

Monthly Circular.

Adhesives. 1 ch., violet-blue.

4 ,, yellow-green.
Newsbands. 6 cash, pale green on buff; Type I.

6 ,, dark ,, ,, Type II.

Mauritius.—Some varieties have been

brought to the notice of the M./.

"They are No. ii8, 2 c. on 17 c, with
double surcharge, and similar errors of No.
119, the 2 c. on 38 c, No. 89, all of which
are stated to have come from spoiled sheets,

not issued for use. The 4 c. on 36 c. en-
velope also exists with double surcharge, one
impression below the stamp."

North Borneo.—Varieties in the late

issues of this country would not be of much
philatelic interest, but as the notice of the

M./. has been called to one of the earlier

issues, the 2 c, brown, of 1886, a horizontal

pair, perf. 14 all round, but imperf. vertically

between the two stamps, we put the discovery

on record.

Transvaal.— Pietersbnrg. — The Phila-

telic Record publishes, on the authority of

Mr. E. Tamsen, considerable additional

information about the Boer stamps referi'ed

to on page 134.

We copy our contemporary's report in full.

"The Boer Government issued only one
set of stamps throughout the whole war,

and now the English troops having cleared

them out of their last towns, they have no
longer any printing materials or paper. The
Comptroller of the State Printing Office at

Pietersburg, who watched the printing of

the Government paper currency, had also to

superintend the printing of stamps, and then
to initial every one of them. He received

no salary, and, in fact, had received none
for nine months, and so you can fancy he
blessed the stamp business. It is his fault

that these stamps did not appear in Feb-
ruary, 1901, as was ordered. The i p. came
out first in March, and the others in the

first days of April, the total issue being
valued at about .^^500, less about one-third

destroyed. Before the arrival of troops the

blocks w«re broken up, and since then the

printing office has been burnt, with the type
and all other paraphernalia, so that no re-

prints can be made. I am collecting official

notices and am interviewing officials and
the public of Pietersburg, who are all here
now, and I expect to be able to publish an
intei-esting article on the last stamps issued

by the Boers.

"The stamps were printed in four rows
of six stamps each, then cut in half and
issued in sheets of twelve. The first two
rows (twelve stamps) have 'postzegel'
and ' 1901,' both in large type ; the third

row has 'postzegel' large and ' 1901

'

small, and the fourth and last row has
'postzegel' and ' 1901 ' both in small
type. We thus have three types, and I

have sent you the correct proportions.

Types 2 and 3 are fifty per cent, scarcer
than Type i. There is a special sale here
of Type 2. Why, I fail to see. I prefer

Type 3, as being a more distinct variety

from Type i. The officers are buying
largely, and everybody seems to be a
collector. The idea was to perforate all,

but the printer never got so far, having to

wait too long for the Comptroller ; thus all

values exist imperforate and perforated on
three sides. Any stamp not initialed is a
proof, and of no postal value, except three

sheets of |d., green, which stuck to initialed

sheets and were issued by mistake.
"The issue consists approximately of the

following quantities :

—

1 p.
2 p.

4 p.

6p
1 sh.

4,000
15,000
4,000
1,000

1,000

1,000

but not all were issued, a part having been
burnt.

"There are a number of errors, such as

letter ' B ' for ' R,' ' j
' for ' l,' no stop be-

tween 'afr' and 'rep.'"

I9OI. April.

Adhesives.

I. Large 'P" n " Postzegel" and large date.

Imperf.

id.,
id.

black. on green paper,
rose ,,

2d.

4d.

6d.

IS.

"

orange ,,

blue „
green ,,

yellow ,,

Perf. iii.

id.
id.

black. on green paper,
rose ,,

2d.

4d.

6d.

IS.

J) orange ,,

blue
green ,,

yellow ,,

2. Large .,p„ in "Postzegel" and small date.

Imperf.

^d.

id.

black, on green paper,
rose ,

,

2d.

4d.

6d.

IS.

,, orange ,,

,, blue ,,

,, green ,,

,, yellow ,,

ferf. iij.

id
id.

black. on green paper,
rose ,,

2d.

4d.
6d.

IS.

'-

orange ,,

blue
green „
yellow ,,

3. Small "p" in "postzegel" and small date

Imperf

id.

black,

J)

on green paper,
rose ,,

2d.

4d.

6d.

IS.

orange ,,

blue
green ,,

yellow ,,
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Perf. 114.

Id., black, on green paper,

id. „ rose ,,

2d. „ orange „
4d. „ blue „
6d. ,, green „
IS. „ yellow „

Ekror : Comptroller's initials omitted. These sheets

were issued in error, thiee sheets having stuck together.

1. Large "P" in
" Postzecel " and large date.

Ferf. iii.

Jd., black, on green paper,

id. „ rose ,,

2d. „ orange „

2. Large "P" in "Postzegel" and small date.

Per/. 1 1 J.

Jd., black, on green paper,

id. ,, rose ,,

2d. ,, orange ,,

3. Small "p" in "postzegel" and small date.

Per/, iii.

Jd., black, on green paper,
id. ,, rose ,,

2d. ,, orange ,,

The M. y., we notice, states

—

"The initials are in red on the \A. and in

black on the other values. The ^d., id., and
2d. exist both imperf. and perf. ; none of

the higher values were perforated. The id.

also exists imperf one way and perf. the

other," but was expecting further information

from its correspondent.

The Transvaal 4d. Registration envelope

is reported by Eweiis Weekly surcharged

'E.R.I." with type similar to that used for

the adhesives.

Registered Envelope. 4d., olive-green ; "E.R.L"

We are shown part of the envelope of

a letter, posted at Rustenburg, June 30th,

1900, and bearing two id. Revenue stamps,

surcharged " V. R. I." in the usual ty])e. The
stamps arc of the large upright design, with

"ZECiiCLRKGi" at the top and value in large

figures in the centre.

The envelope also bears part of a large

//;// label, inscribed "OPENED UNDER
MARTIAL LAW."

/•'iscitl J'oslal. id., pale blue.

The IS., ochre, has, we understand, been
found with the "V.R.I." surcharge inverted.

—M. J.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. inform us

that they have received the Jd., green, Trans-
vaal stamp, overprinted " E.R.L"

Ailhesive, id., (jrccii, surcharued "K.K.I."

Victoria.—A provisional letter card has

been produced here.

This consists of the 2d. card with the

stamp surcharged "One I'enny," in blue.

Ewen's Week/y slates as follows :

—

"On the face (jf the card, loo, tiic follow-

ing is printed in blue: ' FoK USK wniiiN
VicroKlA. An adtliiional penny sianm miisl

be affixed if addressed lo New .South Wales,
(.)ueenslaiul, i'asmania, Sotiih Australia,

West Australia, New /.calaiui, or Fiji.' *l lie

original insc liptions at the b.u k of the card
are strin k out by tlinc bliu' lines. Regard-
ing this card Mr. liorwooil writes: 'I'lic

enclosed letter card, which was originally

issued for use outside Victoria has been sur-

charged 'One Penny," etc., owing to the

instructions at the back being incorrect. It

states that " if anything be enclosed in this

letter card it will be treated as an insuffi-

ciently paid letter." This is not right, as the

rate for sealed letters is the same as that

charged for these cards, and one has as

much right to enclose matter in these cards

as in a sealed letter, provided, of course,

that the regulation weight of \ oz. is adhered

to. This has recendy been pointed out to

the P.M.G., and this surcharged issue is the

result, it being done, I understand, to use up

the stock. A new 2d. card with fresh in-

structions is now in course of preparation.'

"The Rev. H. W. Lane writes: 'This

letter card is one of 40,000 which will only

be in issue a short time. The surcharge

would provide more varieties of level, raised,

and wandering dots than all the V.R.I.'s put

together. Out of two dozen I can find at

least eighteen varieties. They were officially

issued on May ist.'"

Letter Card.

"One Penny" on 2d., with cancelled instructions.

Messrs. Smyth and Nicolle send us the id.,

type of 1887, reissued in olive-green.

This stamp, as well as all those having on

them the words " Stamp Duty," are available

for postal use until the 30th June, after which

date, according to the decision of the Federal

Postmaster-General, they will be available for

revenue purposes only.

Adhesive, id., olive-green ; type of 1887.

EUROPE.
Austria.— It is stated that the 6 heller

letter card, orange on yellow, is now issued

with interior in blue.

Bosnia.—Another value, 5 kronen, blue-

green, must be added to the current set, but

the perforations are not reported.

Adheiive. 5 kronen, blue-grccn ;
perf. ?

Crkte.— It would appear from the A. J. P.

ihat the stamps of the postal types printed

in olive -yclloiu were issued for Revenue

purposes.

It is slated that the i drachma, red,

Unpaid Letter stamp is to be surcharged

to distinguish it from the i lepton.

It is fortun;ite there are no .: lepta st;inips

but perhaps this value will be fouiul neces-

sary, and a further surcharge created by

overprinting the two dr;ichniae to distinguish

this value also. I low nicely it ill sfi-ms 10

be arriingcd !

l-'UANCE.—The new type of ti«c adhesives

has now been issuetl on ihc lo c. pt>st card,

15 c. letter card, and lo c. envelope.

t.ttltr Cnril, ij c, ontniia.

Knitl'>t^. 10 c, carmine on iwlo gr««n.

I'oil I'atJ. i» c, ,,

Melfft's informs us that n scries of |K>slal
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packet stamps, similar to the Belgian labels,

has recently been placed in circulation, a

locomotive being the main feature of the

design

.

Postal Packet Stamps.
5 centimeSj grey,

lo ,, yellow-green.
20 , , rose.

50 „ blue.

1 franc, brown.
2 francs, brown-red.

Italy. —Dr. Emilio Diena has kindly

sent us specimens of six new stamps issued

on July 1st.

The values are i, 2, 5, 10, 20, and 25

centesimi, and higher denominations are to

foUovi' later on.

We do not think very highly of the de-

signs of the I, 2, and 5 c, and prefer the

appearance of the three higher values.

The Imperial Eagle and Savoy Cross

appear in a diamond on the i c, in a

wreath on the 2 c, and in fancy scrolls on

the 5 c, and a three -quarter -face portrait

of the King adorns the 10 c, 20 c, and 25 c.

values.

The King's picture reminds us of the

Emperor William of Germany, but the

nationality of the stamps cannot be in

doubt, as each bears the inscription " poste-

ITALIANE " and figures of value.

Crown watermark and perf. 14.

The 25 centesimi value will also be sur-

charged "La Canea: i Piastra i" and "Ben-

gasi: I Piastra i," for use in the Italian P.O.

at these two places.

Adhesives.
1 centesimi, brown ; Crown wmk.

;
perf. 14.

2 ,, brick-red ,, ,,

5 ,, emerald-green
,, ,,

10 ,, claret ,, ,,

25

orange
blue

25 c, blue; surcharged "La Canea i Piastra i."

25 c. ,, ,,
" Bengasi I Piastra I."

Monaco.—The M. C. has been officially

informed that the 5 and lo c. fiscal stamps

never were allowed to be used postally.

It would appear that some were placed on

envelopes with sufficientpostals to frank the

letters, and of course the fiscals were ob-

literated like the rest.

There is nothing new in this ; it is a very

old dodge. We ought to have seen through

t. The 10 c. post card now appears in red.

Post Card. 10 centimes, red on green.

Norway.—Some colour changes are

noted in the M. C.

Postage Due. lo ore, claret.

Post Card. 10 ore, vermilion on white.

Turkey.—To complete the Turkish

postal outfit, writes MekeePs Weekly, the

promised postal cards have made their

appearance. They are almost covered with

scrolls and fancy ornamentation. All the

inscriptions on the "interior" or local cards

are in Turkish characters, the others having

both Turkish and French.

The M. J. has been shown a curious

specimen of the 5 piastres Unpaid Letter

stamp of 1863, with an impression of the

blue border inscription across the centre

in addition to the usual impression at foot.

Post Cards. 20 paras, carmine on rose, exterior.

20-f20 ,,
_ >>..>>

20 ,, lilac on rose, interior.

20-I-20 ,, ,, ,,

WuRTEMEERG.—There appears to be a

3 pf. official card, and the M. C. thinks it

has probably existed for a considerable

time and been overlooked.

Official Card. 3 pfennig, brown on buff.

AMERICA.

Chill—The i, 2, and 5 centavos have

been retouched. The lines of the back-

ground above the cap of Columbus have

been deepened, so that the shading under

the label bearing the word "chile" has

almost disappeared.

M. Questiaux states that the 5 centavos

envelope exists in two sizes as follows :

—

Envelopes.

5 centavos, pale or Prussian blue (158 X 96 mm.).

S ,, ultramarine or sky-blue (144 X 124 mm.).

Another letter sheet has been issued with

stamp of the same type as the 5 centavos

letter sheet. It is inscribed "Destinado d

circular dentro de un mismo departamento."

Size when open, 242 x 264 mm. Thin white

paper.

—

Monthly Circular.

Letter Sheet. 2 centavos, sienna-red.

Costa Rica.—The rest of the new set

have been surcharged "oficial," in black,

and we have therefore to add

—

Officials. 50 centimes, blue and lilac.

1 colon, black and olive.

2 colones ,, carminei

5 ,, ,, brown.

10 ,, brown-red and pale green.

Guatemala.— The demand here for i

centavo stamps being abnormal, another

provisional has had to be created.

It appears to have been the turn for the

engraved 25 c, orange-red, to be surcharged

to meet the emergency.

The overprint is "UN—i—CENTAVO

—

1 90 1," in four lines, in black, and specimens

with inverted surcharges and other varieties

are known to exist.

JSIekeel's anticipates a new issue in fresh

designs, similar to the new Costa Rican

stamps. Adhesive.

I centavo on 25 c, orange (engraved), of 1891.
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Mp:xico.—Information reaches the M. C.

that two other values of the current set now
bear the "oficial" overprint.

Officials. I peso, blue and black.

5 pesos, carmine and black.

Nicaragua.—Referring to page 161, it

would appear that a new issue may shortly

be expected here, and the opportunity of

creating a host of provisionals is not to be

lost.

The A. J. P. publishes the following

decree, issued on March 9th by the Secre-

tary of the Treasury :

—

" I desire to communicate to you the

following :

—

The President of the Republic, taking

note of the fact that the supply of postage
and telegraph stamps is too small, and that

while a new issue is soon to appear, it will

be necessary to alter some of the values in

order to supply the current demands,

Decrees

—

That the following postage stamps, un-

paid letter stamps, postal cards, and tele-

graph stamps be restamped or surcharged :

—

POSTAGE STAMPS.
7,000 s pesos, to be altered to lo centavos.

4,000 2 ,, ,, ,, 20 ,,

20,000 I peso ,, ,, 2 ,,

UNPAID LETTER STAMPS.

To be surcharged for regular postal use,

5,000 I centavo.

5,000 2 centavos.

8,700 s „
S,ooo xo ,,

5,000 20 ,,

7,620 30 ,,

7.700 50 ,,

POSTAL CARDS.

1 1,000 of ihc local cards shall be divided

and used as single cards of 2 ccnta\os each.

Tliosc of 6 and 1 2 centavos, for foreign

postage, shall be surcharged respectively

with the values of 5 and 10 centavos.

TELEGRAPH STAMP.S.

Those of 50 centavos shall be surcharged
10 centavos, and those of $1, 20 centavos.

The Treasurer-General shall carry out
this decree.

Dated Managua, March 5lh, 1901.

The Secretary-'Jrcasurcr, Zelaya, R.

Zelaya."

Some stationery is chronicled by the

M. C.
/Oiiiflo/'fi. )ii cfiilavus, KrcvniHli |j|;ick.

Nnvs/iaiiiis,
5"
'J It

c'iirnuiic.

3 ,, brijwii.

FAKAGUAV. .\ 1 liaUKf lia^ aUi) been

made in the colour of ihc z centavos, anil

a 40 centavos added to ihe new issue.

The A/. J. infoinis us ihal llie 1 1., //////

Xrey, is printed by the "coMl'ANIA SUD-

AMKKICANA UK llll.l.KTI'S DK IIANCO,

liUtNU.s AlUKS," anil a|i|)aientiy liuni a

steel plate ; the 2 c, carmine-red, is printed

by the "talleres nacionales de h.

KKAUS," of Asuncion, and seems to be

lithographed. The 5 c, brown, and 40 c,

bh/e, which have also recently arrived, are

printed by the same process, and no doubt

by the same firm. The design is the same

in both cases, but the execution of the new

arrivals is very inferior to that of the earlier,

especially in the rayed ground of the oval

and the upper spandrels.

Aif/wsiz'es. 2 c, carmine-red
;
per/, jii.

40 c, blue ,,

The Metropolita7t Philatelist mentions

some new cards to commemorate the begin-

ning of the twentieth century. We chronicled

some cards on page 106, but as the colours

do not agree, there may possibly be two sets

lately issued.

Post Cards. 2 centavos, carmine and blue-black.

4 ,, blue-green and brown.

Each value on cream, yellow, and buff, or

six varieties in all.

Peru.—The lo centavos, black, has now
received the " Gobierno" overprint.

A wrapper with the stamp of the new

type, and some post cards, are reported by

the Metropolitaii Philatelist.

Adhesk'e. to centavos, black ; surcharged " Gobierno."
Post Cards. I centavo, blue-black and green-black.

4 centavos ,, ,, yellow-brown.
Wrapper, i centavo, green and black.

United States.—J/^/w/'j reports that

the 5 c. Buffalo with inverted centre should

be added to the list, and that it has in-

formation that one sheet of this denomina-

tion was received with the second lot of

stamps ordered by the Canton Post Office,

about May 20th. It is strange to hear

further that the clerks at Canton, Ohio,

arc not versed in a philatelic way, and so

the stamps were all sold (presumably over

the counter) in the usual way.

Our contemporary also has heard a report

that one man in New York has thirteen

sheets of each of the i c, 2 c, and 4 c.

inverts. We hope this is not true for the

sake of Philately.

Venezuela. -The 10 c. value of iSy»;

has been met by tlie M.J. with " KcseUiula

A'. /•. .1/." surcharge upside down.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
China. To llmsc wlm are inteiesliil in

Railway Letter l-Ve stamps, the fullowinj;,

taken fioni the .U. J., may lie ul interest :
-•

"A cunospondeni seiuls us a ilescripliun

of a st.iinp wliii li lu- tills us is ustd on one
uf the lailways in C inu.i in a siniilai niannei
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to that in which the Railway Letter Fee
stamps are used at home. It is the current

\ c, brown^ surcharged in three hnes
'B. R. A.—5—Five Cents,' the initials

standing for British Railway Administration.

The specimen received by our informant
bears a circular cancellation, lettered 'rail-
way POST OFFICE—TONGSHAN,' and he
believes that the stamps are only issued

at that office. It was affixed to one of the

\ a. Indian envelopes surcharged ' C. E. F.',

which had been sent through the Railway
and Field Post Offices to its destination."

Railway Letter Fee Sta7np (?). 5 c. on | c, brown.

Curacao.—Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co. send us the i g. 50 c. on 2 gl. 50 c,

chronicled with the set last year, and re-

mark that it is the only value, yef issued.

Danish West Indies.—To the set of

stamps perf. I2|- the 10 cents, blue and

brown, must be added. This information

is supplied by Mekeels.

Adhesive.
10 cents, blue and brown ; current type, perf. 12^.

Dutch Indies.—The I.B.J, states that

a specimen of the i cent of the figure type

has been seen in the red-brown colour of the

2 cents.

Fernando Poo.—On page 232, vol. ix.,

we listed a 50 c.-pta., on 20 c, carmine,

of 1899 (Gibbons' Type 3), surcharged in

black.

This surcharge is also known to exist in

blue.

Madagascar.—We have seen the 25 c.

overprinted stamp of France, issued in 1895,

with surcharge in vermilion instead of ca?--

nmie, a variety which does not appear to

have been recorded.

—

P. J. G. B.

A dhesive. 25 c., black on rose ; vermilion surcharge.

Nyassa (Portuguese Possessions).—
A new set of thirteen bi coloured stamps

has been issued here, and Messrs. Bright

and Son have submitted specimens.

The design for the seven lower values

consists of palm trees and a giraffe in the

centre, a small portrait of the King in the

left top corner, and a coat-of-arms in the

right top corner. At the top of the stamp

there is the word " Reis," and at the foot

"Nyassa." At the left side "Correos"
appears, and on the right side, " Portu-

gal."

Figures of value are also shown at each

lower side. Shape large upright rect-

angular. The six higher values differ only

in the shape, being oblong, and for central

design they have a pair of camels. The
frames are in black, and centre coloured,

the whole having a pleasing appearance.

Adhesives. 2^ reis, bisLck, wit] brown centre.

5 ,, violet ,,

10 ,, , green ,,

>S ,, orange-brown centre.

20 ,, ,
vermilion

25 ,. orange
50 >. 1

blue

75 ,, lake
80 „ mauve

100 ,, , bistre-brown

150 ,>
brick-red

200 ,, blue-green

300 ,, green

St. Thomas and Prince Islands.—
We are shown a copy of the 5 reis on 20 r.

of 1889 (No. 63 in the Catalogue) with the

overprint upside down.

—

M.J.

Qi
ilatclic Societies' ||Icetinq:s.

Council for the Year 1901-1902.

President—
H.R.H. The Duke of Cornwall and York, K.G., etc.

Vice-Preside7it—\l. P. Castle.
Hon. Seej-etary—}. A. Tilleaed.
Hon. Treasurer—C N. Biggs.

Hon. Assistant Secretary— Yi. R. Oldfielb.
Hon. Librarian—T. Mavcock.

W. B. Avery. C. J. Daun.
E. D. Bacon. R. Ehrenbach.
W. D. Beckton. T. W. Hall.
The Earl of Crawford, K.T. L. L. R. Hausbukg.

R. Mkveh.

The fifteenlh meeting of the season 1900-1901,
being the Annual General Meeting, was held at

Efi&nghani House on Friday, the 7th June, 1901,

at 7.4s p.m.
Members present : Mr. M. P. Castle, the Right

Hon. the Earl of Crawford, Messrs. Herbert R.

Oldfield, R. Ehrenbach, Rudolph Meyer, Franz
Reichenheim, Rudolph Frentzel, Arthur W.

Chambers, L. L. R. Hausburg, C. J. Daun,

Thos. Wm. Hall, T. Maycock, T. Wickham
Jones, L. W. Fulcher, J. E. Joselin, Douglas

Ellis, A. B. Creeke, jun., W. Schwabacher,

Edward J. Nankivell, C. Neville Biggs, W. R.

Lane Joynt, and J. A. Tilleard.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President,

and the minutes of the meeting held on the loth

May were read and confirmed.

A letter was read from Mr. McNaughtan, one

of the members of the retiring Council, intimat-

ing his desire not to seek re-election.

A very complete and interesting report on the

work of the Society and the events of the past

season was read by the Hon. Secretary.

Mr. Ehrenbach moved that the report be re-

ceived and adopted, and be subsequently pub-

lished in the Lotidon PhilaUlizt, and that the

thanks of the Society be given to the Hon. Secre-

tary for the able manner in which the report had
been prepared.
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This resolution was seconded by Mr. Hall, and
after some words in support Ijy Mr. Wickliam
Jones, was carried unanimously.
The accounts, together with the Auditors' re-

port thereon, were then submitted to the members
by Mr. Chambers, on behalf of himself and
Mr. Maycock.

Mr. Oldfield then moved that the accounts be
received and adopted, and that a summary should

be ]3ubli.shed ; that the report of the Auditors
should be received ; and that it be a recommenda-
tion that the new Council, when elected, should

consider the suggestions made by the Auditors,

confer with them thereon, and report u])on such

suggestions to a future meeting of the members
;

and that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to

the Auditors for their services in the matter.

This resolution was seconded by Mr. Wickham
Jones, supported by Messrs. Nankivell and Castle,

and carried unanimously.

The members then proceeded to the election of

Officers and Council for the ensuing season, with

the result that the following members were de-

clared elected :—

friiiilent—W.V.M. ihe Duke of Cornwall and York, K.G.

yice-Presiiient—'iA. P. Castle, j.r.

Hon. Secietary—J, A. I'illeard.

Hon. Assistant Secretary' -\\. R. Oldfield.

Hon. Treasurer—C. N, Biggs.
Hon. Librarian—T. Maycock.

The following members were elected to serve

on the Council :

—

Messrs. VV. B. Avery, E. D. Bacon, W. Doming
Eeckton, the Right Hon. the Earl of Crawford, K.T.,

R, EhrenUch, T. W. Hall, L. L. R. Hausburg, Rudolph
Meyer, and C. J. Daun.

Votes of thanks were accorded to the scru-

tineers for their services, to the members of the

Council for the past season, and to the Chairman,
and the proceedings then terminated.

"aTIte JRarhet.

Noi'K.— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

The auction sales for the season igoo-i have
closed, and we give final reports in this number.
Some excellent sales have been held during the

season, and jirices have, taken on the whole, been
maintained. The new season 1901-2 will start

late in September, and, early as it is, some
especially fine catalogues are, we understand, in

course of preparation.

Messrs. I'i.umridgic anij Co.
Sale of June iSth and lylh.

* Unused. j[, s. it.

Bahamas, 4d., dull rose, variety of per-

foration,* mint . . . 2 10 O
British Honduras, CA, 14, Gd., yellow,

slightly skinned at back *
. .110

Ceylon, 9d., ijiown, imperf. . • 3 5 o
Ditto, lod., vermilion, imperf, minute

tear •
. . ..220

I''iji, Times Express, is., on ([uadrille

paper . . . . 2 S o
Great Britain, 20s., brown-lilac, Maltese

Cro.ss,* mint . . . 20 o o
Ditto, "Inland Revenue," in green

on Is., embossed (S. C. No. 42g),
vertical ti'te-b^chc pair, full gum *

. 7 o o
Grenada, id. on ijd., orange (S. (i.

No. 35), with surcharge inverted,*

mint . ...
Heligoland, J sch., used .

India, i anna, red •
. . .

Monaco, 1st issue, 5 fr., * mint .

New Brunswick, 61I., yellow

Ditl", Is., mauve
Newfoundland, is., orange, no niitrgins

New .Siiulli Wales, 1 855, is., imperf,,

liliii'k of eight

New /eiilanil, 1855, is., green, iiluo

paper, very fine

Niger (,'oasl, is,, in viiilel, on 2(1. (S. (1.

No. 28), a mint * copy with vertical

surcliaige . , ..440
Ditto, lo.s., in vermilion, on 5(1,, with

diitgiiiiiil suri'liiiigc . , , 14 u O

3
2 >S
6

I 10

2

12

4 12 6

3

3 'S

Sandwich Islands, 1853, 13 c, thin

pa])er . , . .

Saxony, 1851, imperf, 2 g. , black, on
dark blue,* no gum .

South Australia, is., brown, imperf. .

Ditto, 1S67-70, perf. Ili all round,

2d., vermilion (S. G. No. 44)
Ditto, 4d., purple, perf. and roulette.

Ditto, 1870, 2s., printed both sides .

Transvaal, 1870, fine roulettes, is.,

dark green * ...
Ditto, 1874, perf, 124, id., red,*

mint . ...
Ditto, wide roulettes, pelure paper,

id,, red *
, . . ,

Ditto, wide roulettes, pelure paper,

6d. , dark blue
*

. . .

Ditto, fine roulettes, 6d,, ultramarine

Ditto, 1877, surchargetl "\'.K. tkans-
VAAI.," roulettes wide at side and
fine at bottom, id., red, mint *

Ditto, line roulettes, is., green, line

Ditto, 1874, IS., green, the variely

wiili stop after " r" and surcharge

inverted . ...
Ditto, ditto, fine roulettes, 6d., blue

on rose (S. G. No, 81)
Ditto, .surcharged " V. R. Trans-
vaal," im])erf,, 6d,, blue on blue*

Ditto, ditto, ditto, 6(1,, indigo*

Ditto, ditto, 3d,, lilac on luilT. n

vertical pair in mint state, roulelted

vertically and imperf. horizonlally

Ditto, line roulettes, 6d., l)luc on
green, mint

*
. . ,

Ditto, slanting "/'.A'." wide roulctlcs,

3(1,, lilac on bull', slightly defective

Ditto, 1S79, siiiiill leiieiing, line

roulettes, jd,, blue on blue .

Trinidnd, no wnik,, rough |>rrr. , 41!,,

brownliliic, ImriFonlal pair
*

Vicloriii, registered slauip, loutftltd

3

I

3

9
2

3

Collections— Oi.Si /n' 'S"- *»•• : •.07a,

916, /is: and si-JJ-l. >636.

S. ,{.

O O

7 o

15 o

S o
10 O
10 o

S o

o o

o o

o o
10 o

10 o

17 6

o o

10 o

3 o
o

S o

o o

10 o

o o

8 o
o o
1*7 \
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Mr. W. Hadlow.
Sale of June 25th.

* Unused. £ s. d.

Ceylon, 2s., blue, perf. . .120
Ditto, 5d., red-brown, C C . .120
Ditto, 5 c. on 32 c, 14X 12J

*
. I 10 o

Natal, no wmk., clean cut 14 to 16,

3d., blue* . . .110
Trinidad, id., blue, litho, early state .240
U.S.A., 1855, 90 c, blue, tliinned . i 10 o
Victoria, "Too Late" . . .100

* * *
Messrs. Puttick and Simpson.

Sale of June nth and 12th.

Great Britain, id., deep black, block of
six,* mint . . ..600

Ditto, 6d., octagonal,* mint . .250
Ditto, lod., ditto, Die IV.,* ditto .330
Ditto, ditto, ditto. Die II.* . .200
Ditto, 2d., blue, perf. 16, block of

six,* mint . . ..990
Ditto, i^d., lilac-rose, vertical strip of

three . . ..376
Oldenburg, 1859, Jgro., green, *no gum 3 10 o
Tuscany, 3 lire, slightly cut into at left 34 o o
Ceylon, 8d., brown, imperf., used with

a IS. and id., on piece . . 12 12 o
Ditto, IS. gd., green . . .260

Philippine Islands, 1863, i r., violet,*

no gum . . ..220
Straits Settlements, 1883, 2 cents on

12 c, blue . . . I 10 o
Cape, Woodblock, 4d., dark blue .400

Ditto, CC, "One Half-penny" on
3d., claret . . . l 17 o

Gold Coast, perf. 12J, id., 4d., and 6d.* 400
Ditto, 20s

,
green and carmine,* part

gum . . ..576
Mauritius, 1848, id., orange, medium

early . . . . 3 17 6
Ditto, ditto, ditto, worn impressions,

reconstructed sheet of twelve . 615 o
Orange River Colony, id., violet, the

error "V. R. " used with a 2Jd. ,blue,

and two others, on entire original . 2 18 o
Ditto, 2d. , blue, a fine block of eleven,
one being the variety 2.\ no bar,*
mint . . . . 5 15 o

Ditto, 6d. , carmine, first printing, a
fine block of four,* mint . .426

Ditto, a pair, ditto . . .200
Ditto, another, ditto . . .220

Transvaal, 6d., blue on blue, with in-

verted surcharge . . .1100
Canada, 74, green,* no gum . .326
New Brunswick, is., small tear . .676
St. Vincent, "one penny" on 6d.,

yellow-green *
. . -330

Ditto, 4d. on IS. . . . 9 10 o
Trinidad, perf. 14, MS. surcharge, id.,

in black, on 6d., green, a pair and.
a bisected copy used together as

2|d., on small piece of original . 5 15 o
Ditto, 1896, 5s. and ids.,* mint -330

Virgin Islands, perf. 15, 6d., rose,* no
gum . . . . 2 12 6

Ditto, IS., single-lined border,* mint 200
British Guiana, 1853, 4c., strip of three 2126
Queensland, id., carmine, imperf.,*

no gum . . ••330
Victoria, 1852, 2d., grey-lilac, litho,*

part gum . . ..300
Collections: 7,880, £\\o ; and 4,218, ^^37.

The bulk of this sale was made up of "re-
mainders" of countries.

Mr. a. H. Dingwall's Price List. —
Similar to the catalogues recently referred to in

these columns is the Price List issued by Mr.
A. H. Dingwall, of Ambawella, Weston-super-
Mare. A large number of stamps are quoted,
such being those that Mr. Dingwall is prepared
to supply, and in fine condition. The catalogue
is a neatly printed little work, that would not
bulge the collector's pocket, and has the saving
merit of cheapness—its purchase price being re-

turnable if a sale therefrom is made^

* * =K

Sweet are the uses of advertising, as exem-
plified by a recent effort of Messrs. Hamilton-
Smith and Co. This enterprising firm has pro-
duced three "stamps" bearing their image and
superscription, that are at least as ornamental as
many of those of North Borneo, Liberia, or the
South American States, and have practically the
same "philatelic" interest. Both classes are

eminently pretty, and are issued for the sole

benefit of those who produce them, and therefore

we hope they may be all alike cordially welcomed
by the kindly and discerning Philatelist ! The
three stamps in question are bicoloured, and bear
superbly engraved representations respectively of
the General Post Office, Somerset House, and the

Houses of Parliament. The preparation of the

plates must alone have cost a considerable sum
of money, and they are really gems of engraving.

The stamps are charmingly perforated and im-
maculately gummed, and there is but one blot on
their escutcheon, the omission of values ; but a
well-disposed Government might surely allow this

issue to have a franking power, in view of the en-

couragement afforded to the fine arts by Messrs.

Hamilton-Smith and Co. It is possible that this

firm's example will be followed, and to be abreast

of the times we hope to make a collection of all

the dealers' stamps, in blocks of four !

* * *
The "Premier" collecting album, with mov-

able leaves, is a new form of collecting book pub-
lished by Bright and Son, 164, Strand, London,
W.C. Each book consists of twenty leaves of
fine quality paper, faintly ruled in quadrille, and
contained in a stout manilla cover. The leaves

are threaded on to two metal spikes, which are

folded down, holding the leaves securely. Any
leaf may be changed or removed, and other leaves

can be added. Each album may, if necessary,

contain about forty leaves. The albums can be
supplied in six different colours, thus enabling the

collector to have a distinct colour for different

groups, issues, or continents. The albums are

suitable for either a permanent collection or for

temporary use before final arrangement in an ex-

pensive album, and are supplied in two sizes.

Separate leaves can be supplied.

* * *
An American Philatelic "Combine."—

For several months past there has been much dis-

cussion as to what disposition would be made
of the affairs of the Scott Stamp and Coin Com-
pany. Certain persons secured an option on the

purchase of the company, and have been quietly

securing subscriptions to underwrite the stock of

a company to complete the transaction. We have

known confidentially of these operations. To-day
we were shown a circular issued by the American
Collectors' Company, calling a meeting of this

company to increase its capital stock to 1450,000
to be used for the purchase of the Scott Stamp
and Coin Company and the New England Stamp
Company of Boston.

—

Mekeel'sJournal, June 27 th.



THE

THE MONTHLY JOURNAL OF

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.

Vol. X. AUGUST, 1901. No. 116.

^he philatelic Jong Vacation.

ERE this journal of a climatic character, as is a well-

known contemporary in Germany, which year in and

out, probably y^?^/^ de inieux, meanders over the monthly

vicissitudes of climate, we should devote long-winded

phrase and padded paragraph to the effect produced

upon the philatelic mind and energies by the recent

protracted spell of heat. This effect may be summed
up in two words—relaxed effort—and if applied to the

philatelic editorial mind it will be found to have an

even greater potency for degeneration. In the summer
season the stamp world—to use an Irishism—hibernates,

the collector flies out of town and as a rule ignores his

collection until the shortening days of later autumn once again rekindle

the ashes of his enthusiasm. It is well this should be so

—

toitjours pcrdrix

will not agree with the average mortal—and the fast from stamp matters

enables him to reapproach the philatelic banquet with renewed appreciation

and stimulated powers of (financial) digestion.

The dealer is less able to make a close time, but during the summer
months is often fully occupied in replenishing and reorganising his stock

for the ensuing season, while the auctioneer is probably well engaged in

making his \Am\ of campaign for the sale-room. There is therefore but

little in tlie doings of all these classes that calls for notice during the summer
months, and the philatelic editor is reduced to making bricks witliout straw,

or driven to the ever-welcome paste-pot and scissors!

We ourselves incline to the view that it is better to axoid the latter

allernalive and t(j urile " uii your (jwn " to use a modern and e.\pressi\e

slung, and that it is better to conden.se and i)e crisp than l)i- long and be

limp. The wiser plan is, like the great daily journals in the deail sca.sun,

to cut down the pages, and t<t reserve our best cflbrts for "the hcigluh ^^'i

tile season."

We are glad to hear liial iMiytliing points to mo.st prosperous I'liilatily
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next year, and should the war be happily ended, the consequent rebound

of financial activity cannot fail to have the best effect upon stamp collecting.

We can but hope that all our readers will come back in the autumn with all

their faculties and energies brightened up ready and eager once more to enter

in the philatelic fray !

^Vi Jlppenitx to '' Wixz (Stamps qI "S^asmama/'

By A. F. BASSET HULL.

fp' ANY readers of the London Philatelist either possess or

f/ have read my History ofthe Stamps of Tasmania, published

\ by the Philatelic Society, London, in 1890. Full ten years

'^\ have now elapsed since its publication, and the little

"^ island has been by no means backward in providing new
S^ issues to meet postal requirements, and also, we fear, in

finding bons morceaux for the palates of Philatelists.

Several interesting particulars bearing upon the matter already published

have also come to light ; and as Federation of the Australian Colonies and

Tasmania will shortly relieve the island from any further official responsibility

or philatelic power, it appears to me a peculiarly fitting period to essay the

completion of my task from the date when my book was published to the

present day.

I will take all matters chronologically and in the order of the parent work

itself.

In the second chapter—that dealing with the First Issue of Postage

Stamps (the id. and 4d. of 1853)— I referred to a number of specimens

coming under my notice, each of which had a small triangular piece cut or

punched from the design, but could assign no reason for the mutilation.

Subsequently to the publication of the History I found two copies of the 1855

4d., with Star watermark, treated in a similar manner. The appearance of the

mutilation pointed to its having been accomplished rather by a penknife than

by any specially cut die or punch, inasmuch as the triangles were of slightly

varying sizes on the two stamps ; they were cut from different portions of the

stamps respectively, and in the smaller triangle the cuts forming the two

sides extended beyond the line of the base.

As these triangles were certainly cut from the stamps prior to their being

attached to the envelope, it is evident that they had some special significance,

and were intended in some way as marks of identification or special service.

In no other way is it possible to account for what would otherwise have been

a mere senseless mutilation of an unused stamp. The long period—upwards

of two years—over which the practice extended precludes the assumption

that the cutting was accidental or the result of mere caprice.

We are all familiar with the "punched" stamps of Western Australia,

showing large or small circular holes cut in the design. These are so punched
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to signify their use on official letters, and the mark was adopted for exactly

the same reason that the letters " O.S." were and are used in other colonies.

The theory that the triangular punch in the Van Diemen's Land stamps

possessed a similar significance to the circular punch of the Western

Australians is, however, untenable, for the simple reason that, with the

exception of the ten months from March to December, 1858, all corre-

spondence sent from or directed to Government Departments on matters

of an official or public nature was exempt from the pa)^ment of postage

of any kind. As all the specimens I have seen bore earlier dates than 1858,

they cannot, therefore, have been used on official correspondence.

That the practice of punching was at least fairly general may be assumed

from the fact that specimens have been found on letters emanating from both

Hobart, the capital city in the south, and Launceston, the second or com-

mercial city in the north of the island.

It is possible that the mark was one adoj^ted by some firm doing business

in both cities as a means of checking peculation on the part of clerks ; and

in this case the use of the triangular punch would resemble the adoption

of perforated initials by private firms common to many stamp -issuing

countries at the present time. The presence of the two 4d., 1853, I have

seen on one letter, one of which was punched and the other intact, seems,

however, to discount this theory.

At best this " footnote " can only be said to add another variety to the

punched stamps, and to make some suggestions that may eventually lead

to an elucidation of the " mystery." I must confess that I cannot clear

it up to my own satisfaction.

In chapter iv. I dealt with the Imperforate Postage Stamps issued from

August, 1857, to November, 1870, those bearing watermarks of figures

of value. Although all the earliest printings on the figure-watermarked

paper bore the watermark inverted, I mentioned that no further topsy-turvies

were found amongst the imperforate stamps, and only two specimens of the

perforated ones had come under my notice—the id., perf 11^, and the

6d., grey, perf 10. I have since seen an imperforate copy of the 6d., gre>',

with inverted watermark, and have little doubt that a careful search may
disclose others. While I am no advocate of the collection of inverted water-

marks generally in connection with the issues of the present day, with regarii

to which there arc often as many inverted as normal, I think a stuily of such

early examples as those oi 1858-70 will well repay the collectt)r in the

interest it will afford him. The metiiod of plate printing then in vogue

and the com|)aralivc!y small luinibcr of stamps printed gave little opportunity

for the tinning out of abnormal varieties, while the present sj'stcm of surlace

printing, huge (|uantities i)rinted, and the frequent use of two plates at once

in printing— placed one invcrti-d as regards the other— all tend to multiply

.such varieties as inverted, or sideway watermarks until it is difllcull to decide

which AW. really tiu- mninal ones!



196 AN APPENDIX TO " THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA^

In chapter vi., dealing with the Perforated Stamps, 1864-70, I chronicled

the id., vermilion, with the error of watermark double-line figure " 2," perf 12.

I subsequently found several copies perf \\\, in all of which the watermark

was so far out of centre as to prove that they were from a sheet different

from the previously recorded specimen, in which the watermark was nicely

centred. These later-discovered copies had been used fiscally on cheques,

and were cancelled November, 1869. It is evident, therefore, that two or

more sheets of the "2" watermarked paper were used in error for the id. stamps,

and as the printer had to account in printed sheets of stamps for all the

watermarked papers issued to him, it appears reasonable to suppose that

a similar number of 2d. stamps were printed on the " 2 " paper. So far, no

discovery of an error in the 2d. stamps has been made, but then it is more

than probable that any such, if made, disappeared in the holocaust of Van
Diemen's Land remainders, which were burnt on the i6th November, 1870,

after the issue of the surface-printed stamps inscribed " Tasmania."

I chronicled the 6d., violet, as accidentally imperforate, and imperf

vertically. I have also seen a pair imperf. between only. In this colour

—

the rich violet— there were none issued intentionaUy in an imperforate

condition.

In chapter vii.—the Figure Watermarked Stamps of 1 870-1—referring

to the concurrent use of the Perkins and Bacon Sixpence and One Shilling

with the surface-printed stamps, I stated that all values were printed at

the Government Printing Office. This is incorrect so far as the shilling

stamp is concerned, as the original stock of Perkins and Bacon's first printing

of January, 1858 (360,000), lasted until after the close of the period covered

by the chapter.

Chapter xi.—the Postage and Revenue Stamps of 1882-90. The ten-

pence, black, was perforated 12 in October, 1890.

At this period it becomes necessary to insert a fresh chapter dealing with

the provisional issues resulting from the admission of the Australian Colonies

to the Postal Union, and the vagaries of local prints, made from existing

plates, which were the outcome of delayed supplies from England.

Although it was known as early as July, 1890, that the Postal Union

rate of 2jd. per half-ounce was to come into operation on the ist January, 1891,

no steps were taken to provide a stamp of the required denomination until

late in December, 1890. As there were no engravers in the colony capable

of producing a satisfactory die, and the time was too short to permit of

application to Victoria, as in the case of the Halfpenny plate, it was decided

to have recourse to another surcharged stamp for provisional use. The
Secretary to the Post Office did me the honour of consulting me as to

the best method to adopt in the case, and I suggested the use of the

Tenpence plate, as being in the best state of preservation, and the printing

therefrom of a supply of stamps in pale blue, which could be overprinted

with the new value. I suggested blue as it was the recognised Postal Union
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colour for the Twopence-halfpenny stamp, and further pointed out that by-

changing the colour used for the Tenpence plate in its original value, there

would be no opening for a repetition of the fraud practised in London or on

the Continent in the case of the surcharged Halfpenny stamp, whereby sheets

of the genuine Penny stamps had been fraudulently surcharged " Halfpenny"

by unscrupulous persons, with varying types and errors of printing. Of
course, this was purely a philatelic argument, as such a practice could only

result in benefit to the revenue, seeing that the person so surcharging the

Penny stamps would naturally bear the loss of the difference in value, so

far as the stamp was required (if at all) to do postal duty. However, the

point was conceded, but at the last moment it was decided to use the

Ninepence plate, as it seemed to be in a slightly better state of preservation.

A number of sheets was printed in blue—the original colour of the Ninepence

value—but it was intended to produce a much lighter shade. The printing

was done at night, and when examined in daylight, the colour was found

to be almost identical with that used for the Ninepence itself! Thus the

principal motive of my suggestion failed to have any effect.

The overprint consisted of the figures " 2|," above which was placed the

letter "d." One hundred and twenty repetitions of the overprint were

type-set, and a transfer made to a lithographic stone, from which the im-

pression was lithographed in black upon the sheets printed from the plate

of the Ninepence. The overprint was 14 mm. in height.

Objection having been made to the dark colour of the stamp, another

supply was printed in pale blue, and these were ready for issue and placed

on sale on the 1st January, 1891. The watermark was T A S (Type H.), and

the perforation 1 1 \.

About the end of May, 1901, this second printing became exhausted,

and the first, or dark-blue printing, was issued until it also became used up.

One sheet of this printing bore the surcharge inverted, and the error was

"corrected " by printing another surcharge the right way up

!

The total number of stamps printed in the two shades was only 59,640.

In June, 1891, another printing took place. Five hundred sheets (120,000

stamps) were printed in a clear pale blue, the general appearance of the

impression being very superior to that of the first two supplies. The overprint

was re.set and lithographed in black. This type is 15 mm. in height, and

more clearly and sharply printed. Watermark T A S (Type H.), perf 12.

Although the definitive Twopence-halfpenny stamp, referred to later on,

was issued in l''ebruary, I1S92, the remainders of the ovcrprintetl stamps

were ncjt destroyed, but could be [)urchased at the General Post Ollice,

if desired, as recently as 1900.

On the 15th April, I1S91, the usual supply of De la Rue's printings of

the One Penny iKJt having come to hand, owing to an accident to the vessel

by which they were shi|)ped, tlie old One I'enny plate of 1S70 was once more
brought into rtciuisilioii. llu- Government I'rinter having all his presses

in use, a temporary supply of 250 sheets— 1 retain llu- old oflicial nuniber

which constituted a "sheet," viz. 240, although the stamps were all prinlrd

frcjui |)lates containing I 20 impressions— (<)(),ooo stamps) was printed at the

office of the Minitty newspaper, under Government supervision.
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The paper used was that with watermark T A S (Type II.), and the

perforation \\\.

The colour resembled the provisional printing of February, 1889, being a

vermilion shade, or rather shades, for the variation from light to dark is

very marked, and even on the same sheet light and dark shades can be

found.

The principal test by which this printing can be distinguished from that

of 1889 lies in the watermark, which reads from the right lower to the left

upper corner, while in the earlier printing it reads from the left lower to the

right upper corner.

Later in the same month the Government Printer took over the plate,

and printed 1,747 sheets (419,280 stamps) in a bright rosy carmine shade.

Some of the old paper, with watermark T A S (Type I.), was used for this

printing, and the watermark shows very clearly on the face of the stamp,

giving it a greasy appearance. The perforation was 1
1
1 and 1 2.

In June, 1891, the Government Printer produced a further supply of

1,000 sheets (240,000 stamps) from the old One Penny plate. The T A S

(Type II.) paper was used, and a very superior printing was the result, the

stamps only requiring " hot pressing " to make them nearly equal to the

English prints. The perforation was ii| and 12.

The two varieties of perforation are explained by the fact that both

the old machine (iij) of 1870 and the 1884 (12) machine were in operation

at the same time. The latter machine is not very reliable, and has undergone

frequent repairs.

In April, 1891, the Government Printer struck off 999 sheets (239,760

stamps) from the Halfpenny plate. The colour is orange-brown (shades),

and the watermark T AS (Type I.). Both perforations, i\\ and 12, exist

in this printing.

Subsequent printings of the Halfpenny took place in November, 1891

(240,000); April, 1892 (119,760); and August, 1892 (119,790). These were

printed in varying shades of yellow on paper with Type II. of the T A S

watermark, and perf. \\\, 12.

No further local printings of the Halfpenny and One Penny have since

taken place.

At the end of July, 1891, the stock of the Sixpence "Platypus" revenue

stamp became exhausted. This stamp (together with the One Penny,

Threepence, and One Shilling of the same type) was rendered available

for postage use in 1882, and its nine years of undivided postal service

removes it entirely from the category of " Fiscals used Postally," a class

usually considered as more or less of a provisional or ephemeral character.

The old Perkins and Bacon steel plate of the Sixpence was then dis-

interred from its bed of wax, sawn in two at the railway workshops, and

one half put to press at the Government Printing Office. In July, August,

and September, 1891, 250 sheets (60,000 stamps) were printed on the old

paper, watermarked with double-line " 6."

The colour was reddish lilac, closely resembling the printings of August,

1867, and the perforation 11^-. The reason for the adoption of this shade

appears to lie in the fact that the reprint and specimen set of stamps kept
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at the General Post Office contains the Sixpence of 1858 in the reddish

lilac shade only. The change to rich violet made in 1875 appears to have

been forgotten, and the only sample of colour on hand was copied as closely

as possible. This printing of the Sixpence remained in use until the issue

of the bicoloured stamp of that value in 1892.

In August, 1 89 1, the Government Printer printed 250 sheets (60,000

stamps) from the plate of the Fourpence. The sickly yellow colour of the

previous printings, and their indistinct appearance, led to a change being

made in the colour. A pale brown was adopted, but the old T A S

(Type I.) paper was used, and the stamp, though somewhat improved, was

not particularly impressive. The perforation was ii-|-.

At a later date, of which I have not yet obtained particulars, the

Fourpence and Ninepence were printed on the T A S (Tpye II.) paper,

and both were considerably improved in appearance thereby. The Four-

pence was in clear, pale brown, and the Ninepence in light blue.

This ends, I hope, the history of the local prints.

(To be contintied.

)

|lat£5 on th^ (Stamps of flovtugiil.

A Paper read before the Philatelic Society, London, on May 2STH, 1900,

By M. p. castle.

(Continued from page 18 1.)

Issue III. May, 1856. Dom Pedro V.

'WO values only were issued with the "curly hair"; but

though these two stamps, 5 and 25 reis, are frequently

classed with the preceding issue, they arc really totally

unlike, and are in effect both from entirely different dies

from those of their predecessors. Of the 5. reis I have little

to say, except, perhaps, to point out that the red-brown and

yellow-brown shades, which are really rare stamps unused in fine condition,

all occur <jii the thin paper, while all the subsequent shades and printings

are on the thicker paper, although in some cases it varies very considerably.

The gum is generally yellowish and of good adhesive (juality, but is

occasionally found in a brown tone, 'i'hc bright bistre-brown, generally .seen

nowadays unused, is ])robably the latest printing, of which apparently but few

were issuetl, and the remainder stock was dispo.sed of to collcctor.s. The

25 r., l)liic, presents many features of interi-st. There are two well-known

types, the second of whit li .i|iiii ik <1 the fcjUowing year (1857) in rose, being

generally designated as "with coar.ser background." With the exception of

the head, however, the stamp is from a different die. In Type I. the outer

frame is far thicker, the network is of an entirely varying te.xture, iornu'd
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practically of fine equidistant threads, and the inscriptions have differently

shaped letters and figures. This stamp would seem to have been com-

paratively little used, and has always been a very rare stamp unobliterated.

I have not found it on the thin paper.

The appearance of a number of unused specimens of Die II. a year or so

since, a sheet of which is submitted, led me to regard these stamps at first

with some suspicion, and I examined them carefully with a view to seeing

if they were reprints. I then discovered that there were minor varieties

in some of the 25 reis, and I believe I fixed upon three such. In October

last Mr. O. Wasserman, a fellow-member of the Berlin Philatelic Club and

an able and experienced Philatelist, wrote me stating that he had discovered

five varieties of type, as also variations in the rose printings (1857) of the

same stamp, and enclosing a number of used specimens duly typed. We
then mutually examined a considerable quantity of these stamps, and after

comparing notes, determined that we had found four varieties of the blue

and four or more of the rose. Mr. Wasserman has now published a paper

hereon in the Deutsche Briefrnarken Zeitung of April 23rd, 1900, in which

he expounds the latest phase of his investigations and gives illustrations

of the following types :

—

25 r., blue. Varieties i, 2, 3, 4.

„ rose „ 3, 4, s, 6.

I find I am not quite in agreement with him, but the differences are so

small that we may yet readily come together. My collection shows

—

25 r., blue. Varieties i, 2, 3, 4.

„ rose „ 2, 3, 5, 6.

In the article mentioned these differences are shown by enlarged repro-

ductions of the differing frameworks ; but I regret that their want of clear-

ness makes me unable to see wherein our divergence lies. It is, however,

very doubtful if the last word hereon has been written, and it is sufficient for

the moment to denote the existence of at least four varieties of both colours.

It is evident that, having regard to the great postal demand for the 25 reis, a

reduplication of plates was necessitated, and in preparing the fresh matrices

slight modifications were introduced, and, possibly to remove traces of

damage in course of reproduction, a few fresh lines were introduced. These

variations are nearly always in the lower portion of the frame immediately

below the " 5
" and " E " of the bottom inscription, and where in one or two

cases they occur above, are directly over the first " R " and the "' E " of

" CORREIO." It is difficult to describe these ininuti(Z, but they will readily be

observed in the stamps themselves. In the blue stamp in " Types " I.

and II. the differences are small ("Type" II. seemingly being very rare);

" Type" III. has the left lower portion between the " 5
" and the " R " entirely

cross-hatched, and is the commonest variety referred to previously as having

turned up. When I was examining these stamps in the sheet on their first

acquisition by me, I noticed that the " 2 " had no colour on its left arm, that

the head of the " 5
" was thicker, and the " I " of "REIS " was uneven in the

centre colouring. I noticed that these varieties were constant not only in

the sheet but in other loose specimens, and the fact that the other stamp



NOTES ON THE STAMPS OF PORTUGAL. 20

1

I had of this value had none of these characteristics led me at first to

suspect that these might be reprints. I have not seen this variety used,

but there are two or three of my specimens evidently of older origin and

a different printing, and I believe with Mr. Wasserman that these stamps

formed portion of a remainder. "Type" IV. in this stamp varies from

"Types" I. and II. below. In the rose stamp we find so far no "Type" I., but

"Types" II. and III. repeated. "Type" IV. Mr. Wasserman apparently has,

and "Types" V. and VI. present also fresh varieties of the network below the

lower inscription, and have not been seen in the blue stamp. I may add

that there are also breaks in the outer frame and defects in the figures or

letters that seem constant respectively to each variety, and by which, after

practice, the varying " types " can readily be detected. It is curious that

the reprints should in both colours be from the first Plate I., i.e. Die I., with

the fine background, a circumstance which speaks strongly in favour of the

other varieties being originals.

Issue IV. May, 1856. Dom Pedro V,

Thin paper.

5 reis, red-brown.

,,
yellow-brown.

„ dull brown.

„ dark brown.

25 reis, blue ; Die I.

„ ,, „ II. (four varieties).

,, dark blue.

Thick paper.

5 reis, chestnut-brown.

,, dark brown.

,, warm brown.

25 reis, blue; Die I.

„ „ „ II. (four varieties).

„ dark blue „

1857. Dom Pedro V.

25 reis, pale rose shades.

,, deep ,, ,,

(four varieties).

Note.—The differences of paper, "thick" and "thin," are less marked than in

tiie early issues, and can be practically disregarded except by the " extra specialist " !

Issue V.

25 reis, pale rose shades.

„ deep „ „

Issue VI. 1862 (July to September). Dom Luis.

According to M. Moens, the 5 reis, the 10 {\n Jnune (for), 25 (blue-green),

and the 100 reis were issued on July ist, 1862, followed by the 5 reis

in September, the colours of the 10 being orangcd and of the 50 yellowed

respectively in March, 1863, and April, 1864. The issue can therefore be

properly entitled 1862, and is noteworthy for the introduction of a fresh

value, 10 reis, of a somewhat bizarre shape. The stamp was produced under

the same auspices as heretofore. The gum is practically white, an occasional

lap.se only to the brownish tone being ob.servable. The paper becomes more

uniform, and may be described as of medium thickness, varj'ing somewhat

in texture, any specimens on thin paper oi)servable being due probably to

an occasional uneven spreading of the pulp, and not denoting any special

delivery of different (juality or thickness. Of the 5 reis there arc the two

known tyju's, the first having llie figure " 5
" two mm. distant from the " K

"

of " Rl'.is," and the second having these details
-J
mm. farther apart. This
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stamp also exists (as shown) having a double impression, the first being

in plain relief, two sheets having probably been inadvertently impressed

at one time, the undermost one being subsequently restruck in colour.

As to the lOO, I would only call attention to the wide and varying inter-

stices between the horizontal rows. The 25 reis once more affords the

main interest. After my correspondence with Mr. Wasserman I turned

naturally to the 25 reis, and, as I expected, I found "types" likewise. I have

so far found four varieties here, which I will briefly describe, but which can be

more readily followed by the aid of the stamps themselves ; in each case the

variety {a) is the most important.

Type I. {a) Variety of background above " E " of " CORREIO." {b) First

" R " of " CORRElO " has the tail straight down, {c) Partial double

embossing of value.

Type II. {a) Variety of background above " E " of "CORREIO." ih) Thick

tails to " RR " of same, {c) Background above " EIS " of " REIS."

Type III. {a) Variety of background above " EIS " of " Reis."

Type V. id) Variety of background above " EI " of " CORREIO." {b)- " O "

of " CORRElO " slightly nearer end of label.

Types I. and IV. seem the scarcest ; the latter all came from a portion of

a sheet recently discovered. With regard to the 50 and 100 reis, there is

nothing noteworthy except the variations caused by more or less heavy

striking. The 1886 reprint is on Type III.

SYNOPSIS.

Issue VI. 1862 (July to September). Dom Luis.

5 reis, brown shades ; Type I.

,, dark brown shades; Type I.

„ brown „ „ II.

,, dark brown ,, ,,

,, brown ,, ,,
double print.

10 reis, pale yellow.

,, orange-yellow.

25 reis, rose
^

„ pale rose |-four varieties.

„ lake-rose j

50 reis, blue-green shades.

,,
yellow-green ,,

100 reis, lilac shades.

Note.—The paper varies slightly, but is medium thickness generally.

Issue VI I. 1866 (July 25th) to 1867 (February). Dom Luis.

Spread over a period of seven months, a fresh presentment of His Majesty

King Luis gradually made its appearance, not as hitherto a native artist's

work, but executed by M. C. Wiener, of Brussels, and produced at the Hotel

de la Monnaie at Lisbon. M. Wiener was no doubt glad to sign his work

on the base of the neck, but I cannot see that he had much to be proud of,

or that his artistic skill was any improvement on that of his Portuguese pre-

decessor. Three new values were introduced in this set— 20, 80, and 120
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reis—to meet new postal rate requirements ; the gum was uniformly yellowish,

and the paper thick, while the plates were now constructed of seven rows of

four stamps, twenty-eight in all (Westoby). The 5 and 25 reis present minor

variations in the setting up of the numerals of value, and it would appear that

in this and the subsequent issues one matrix die only was constructed, and

that it was reduplicated with the addition of the respective figures of the

different values. The 5 reis I have only been able to find in two varieties,

which are easily distinguishable, as the right upper " 5
" in one case leans for-

ward far more than in the other. The 25 reis presents more difficulties. I

have so far found three varieties, but there may well be more.

Variety i has the figures " 2 " and "
5

" closely approaching each other in

the upper right angle.

Variety 2 has the figures more separated.

Variety 3 has the " 2 " above the " 5
" in the lower right angle.

The remaining values call for no especial mention.

Issue VIII. 1867 (September) to 1870. Dom Luis.

The appearance of this issue, which is identical, except on the score of

perforation, with the last, was spread over three years, although all the values

except the 100 (March, 1869) and a new one of 240 reis were given out

within a few months from the first-named date. The 240 did not, however,

appear until 1870. The perforating machine, which gave a gauge of I2i,

was supplied from Brussels by MM. Gouweloos Bros. (Westoby), paper and

gum being as before. As is known, there are two types of the 5 reis,

differing only in the numerals, the upper right " 5
" being closer to the outside

of the label in one than the other. Of the former there is a small variety

with broken frame under "KEis." A third variety has been mentioned, but I

consider it only a defective impression or partial "double strike," causing a

blurred background. The 25 reis exists in numerous types of the numerals.

I have, I believe, so far unearthed seven principal and two minor varieties,

and there are doubtless more, so that I need not at the present moment
inflict upon you a .schedule of the differences. Suffice it to say that the posi-

tion of the four groups of numerals " 25 " will be found by their respective

|)lacings to constitute these varieties, which, as you will .sec by a block of nine,

arc constant in the same sheet. In the remaining values there is nothing

novel except a "double strike" of the 120 reis. I may remark here tliat

in imperforate scries collectors require good margin.s. I'air.s, except of the

low values, arc scarce, and these two issues generally are melting out of sight.

The rc[)rints are scarcer than the originals ! The colours of both scries arc

well described in the catalcjgue, .so I omit .synopsis.

Issue IX. 1870 (December) to 1873 (September). Dom Luis.

A.S might Iiave Ix-cn anticipated, M. Wiener's work i\'u\ not entail any

ecstatic joy on the part of the worthy Portuguese, and Ihcy therefore wisely

again had recourse to a native artist for a new .series of stamps—M. Campos,
of Lisbon. Mr. Westoby in his work caUed this a ".servile imitation of

Wiener's work," and generally fell foul of it, but I must confess 1 consiilcr it a
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great improvement, and that the stamps are at once serviceable and artistic. I

do not propose to go into detail with this issue, the last on which I touch, as

much has been lately added to the catalogues, and I fancy there is yet more

to learn than I can now place before you, my only object being to call

attention to one or two further variations of figures, and point out to my
confreres the direction in which they can usefully prosecute their labours.

There are of course two principal perforations (12J and 13 J). In the former

I have found three varieties of the 25 reis.

A. Per/. I2|.

Variety i. " 2 " and " 5
" of " 25 " evenly spaced.

„ 2 „ „ closer to left.

., 3 right.

50 rets.

Variety i. "
S

" and "0" of" 50" closer together.

„ 2 „ „ wider apart.

B. Per/. 13I.

25 reis.

Variety 4. Relative positions of " 2 " and " 5
" varying in angles.

>> ^ J) )> )>

» / » >> »

I have compared the last four varieties with the other 25, perf I2|, and I

cannot see that any 12J perforated variety is to be met with perf 13^. This

seems almost unaccountable, and presupposes the existence of a number

of plates. The reduplication of small plates of twenty-eight would, however,

present nothing of a deterrent nature.

The questions of the types of the 15, bistre-brown, and 20, rose, and the

two different classes of papers employed for the majority of these embossed

stamps, with the collation of the various perforations, present many features

of interest which I hope to touch on at some future date. I have already far

exceeded the limits of an ordinary paper, but I hope that I have shown

—

aided by the stamps themselves— that there is much both to delight and

instruct the collector who throws himself heart and soul into the study of

what I may call the Portuguese Cameos.
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^Ite fiague ^hUatelic Exhibition.

HE labours of the energetic Committee to whom had been

entrusted the entire arrangements of this Exhibition appear

to have been crowned with success, as the exhibits, on the

whole, were of great interest and variety and the attendances

highly satisfactory. The Exhibition, which was held in the

Royal Botanical Gardens, had the advantage of a good locale,

but the method of display left something to be desired, as, though of a

simple and inexpensive nature, the security of the exhibits was perhaps

open to doubt. The Exhibition was opened upon August the loth and was

closed on the 19th of August.

The clou of the show was undoubtedly the collection of French of

M. le Comte Durrieu, which, as is well known, comprises the amalgamated

strength of several of the finest specialised collections of the French stamps.

We hope on a future occasion, in further notes on the Exhibition, to give

some details of this really marvellous exhibit, which apparently is at

least on all fours with Mr. White's English, i.e. Jiors Izgne ! The special

prize for the stamps of Holland and Colonies was justly awarded to Herr

C. Ph. L. van Kinschott, although Mr. H. H. J. Schafer ran him close.

In Class Vni. (A) M. Geo. P. Grignard was second to Durrieu with

France also, his late issues being very fine, and D. M. van de Heer third

with Spain. In the same Class (B) the following prizes were also awarded :

F. I. Gunther, first, Greece; V. Hars, second, Belgium; Count D'Assche,

third, Greece ; A. Markl, fourth, Greece ; Mrs. Brid.son, fifth, Portugal. It

is curious that three exhibits should have been successful in Greece!

A word of praise should be given to Mr. Mo.ser's U.S. Postmasters and

locals, both exceedingly fine; his Government issues, although strong, lacked

completeness, and while containing three or four prciiiiercs ^nwHrcs, also

wanted strengthening in shades. Mr. Moser showed the splendid Buenos Ayrcs

collection purchased from Mr. l^lhrenbach after the Paris Exhibition last year.

Class XI. I'Jiglish Colonies, by D. M. de Ilccr, took the prize, but his

stamps were by no means up to exhibition form, as we should consider ; in

fact, the Gold Medal was withheld, and a Silver Gilt substituted by the jurj-.

Mr. W. W. Mann took the first prize for varieties in Class XII. (A),

but was lliird in Cla.ss XH. (B).

The judges were: II. I'". W. Becking, Baron A. de Rcuterskioici, L. A.

Bcausar, J.
G. Bohlmeyer, Dr. Diena, Th. Lemaire, J. Rcclaire, D. IC.

Schrcuders, Anton M. van I lock, VV. Doming Ik-ckton, j. Bi-rnirhon,

E. Stock, and Dr. Vedell.

The opinions of visitors with which we have been favoured, from both

this country and I'Vancc, arc generally to the effect that the Hague Philatelic

ICxhibition has been a di.stinct and gratifying success, and that its organisers

may well anticipate that its I'ffect upnn I'hilatclv in the N'ethcrlamls will

be both lasting and beneficial.

116^
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NEW SOUTH WALES.
E hear from the Australian Philatelist of an interesting discovery.

A copy of the 2d. of the 1862 issue, wmk. double-lined "a," has been

found. It is stated that the stamp is of the same shade of colour as those

with wmk. double-Hned "@" and " g," but is on very thin paper, with slight

traces of brownish gum. The specimen has two slight tears.

H.R.H. THE DUKE OF CORNWALL AND AUSTRALIAN PHHATELY.

S a fitting corollary to the interesting account in our last issue of

H.R.H. the Duke of Cornwall's reception and welcome by Australian

Philatelists, we gladly welcome the official announcement conveyed to Mr.

Basset Hull, Honorary Secretary of the Sydney Philatelic Club, who has

received the following letter from New Zealand:

—

"H.M.S. 'Ophir,' at sea, June 6, 1901.

" Dear Sir,—I am desired by His Royal Highness the Duke of Cornwall and

York to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th inst., and to say that he

will be pleased to accept the office of Honorary President of the Sydney Philatelic

Club, in lieu of that of Patron, which the Club has been good enough to offer him.

His Royal Highness also desires to add that he wishes the Club a very successful

career in its interesting work.

" I am, Sir, yours very faithfully,

"B. Godfrey-Faucett, Commander, r.n.,a.d.c-

This graceful acceptance of the Honorary Presidency of the Sydney

Philatelic Club will be heartily welcomed by every collector throughout

the British Empire, and is a fitting and deserved testimony to the promi-

nent and deeply interesting philatelic history of the postal issues of the

Australian Colonies.

THE EXHIBITION OF SOUTH AFRICAN STAMPS.

?E are able to announce that the prospects of the success of this forth-

coming Exhibition are most encouraging. The Committee has

received a very loyal support from the members of the Society who have

African collections, with the gratifying result that the whole of the thirteen

different countries will be represented by selections that will leave nothing

to be desired. Much interest in philatelic circles has been evoked, and we

anticipate a record attendance on November i6th, when the elasticity of

the rooms in Arundel Street will be stretched to the utmost tension !
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HERTS PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

E have received from Mr. H. A. Slade, the energetic Hon. Sec.

of this Society, an interesting Report for the Season 1 900-1.

Abundant evidence is given herein of the continued vitahty of this enter-

prising body, whose successful career owes so much to the energy and

abihty of Mr. Slade. Our space will not admit of publication in full of

the Report, which occupies sixteen pages, but the excerpts following will

give a fair perception of the past and future work of the Society.

Hon. President—H. Jennings-White. Vice-Presidents—W. B. Avery, M. P. Castle, J. P.,

Robert Ehrenbach, Herbert R. Oldfield, Gordon Smith, m.a. Committee—Louis E. Brad-
bury, W. G. Cool, George Gaffe, E. A. Mardon, Franz Reichenheim, J. C. Sidebotham,
W. Simpson, C. R. Sutherland. Counterfeit Expert—Rev. R. B. Ear^e, Miserdon Rectory,

Cirencester. Librarian— George Haynes, The Grange, St. Albans, and 124, Newgate Street,

London, E.C. Ho7i. Ajiditors—W. A. Boyes and A. G. Wane. Hon. Secretary and
Treasurer—H. A. Slade, Ingleside, St. Albans. Headquarters for Monthly Meetings—
Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, London, E.C. Annual Subscription— 5^ ; no entrance fee.

Life Membership—£2 2s.

Statement of Accounts for period October ist, 1900, to September 30th. 1901.

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE.
£ s. d. £ s. d.

Carried from last account :

—

Accommodation at Anderton's

Life Subscriptions, Re- Hotel ... S 5

serve Fund . . 8 19 Printing Annual Report 3

Less temporary with- Posting Annual Report, Receipts,

drawal . . .18 II and Petty E.xpenscs . 2 7 2
— 80 I Printing Accounts, Notices of— (J

Subscriptions, Meetings, etc. 2 18
82 ordinary members at 5^. . 20 10 Posting Notices of Meetings

Stationery

2

1

3

3

Forgery Book
Clerical Assistance

Dinner E.xpenscs

Sundry Postages, etc. .

Balance ...
I

I

I

7

4
10

1

2

5

6

6

2

6

£2^ 10 I 28 10 I

fuly \Oth, 1 90 1.
Audited audfowid correct.

I W. Arcuihald Boyes,
( Ai.FRKD G. Wane.

1901. Programme of Meetings for 1901-2.

Oct. I. Notes on Australian Stamps, illustrated by Specimens NL P. Castle, j.p.

Nov. 5. Display and Paper, '"Mafcking liesieged' Stamps". J. R. K. Tl'knkr.

„ 12. Special Meeting. Display, "Ceylon and Straits

Settlements" ..... W. B. AVF.RV.

Dec. 3. Paper and Disjjlay, "Stamps of the German Empire" Franz Rkichenhkim.

1902.

Jan. 7. Display, with Notes, " India"

Feb. 4.

Mar. 4.

April I.

May 6.

., 20.

I
i)is|)lay and I'apcr, " Lagos"

I Display ai

. L. L. R. llAUSnuRG.

. Ruuoi.PH Meyer.
play and Paper, "Mexican Locals" . . . Rudolph Frentzel.

Dis|)lay and Paper, "Argentine" (second part) . . T. W. Hai.l.

Display, "(lambia" ..... N'KKNON RoitERTS.

Annual Dinner. Display, "West African Colonics" . lUuON A. UE Worms.
Annual Meeting. Election of OfTTiccrs ; Receipt of Reports; Revision of

Rules; (Icneral iUisincss.

Each meeting commences at 7 p m. Promises for Displays and Papers arc regarded as

conditional. Other meetings may be tailed at ll>e discretion of the C'oinmiltee.

Number of members on May 2ist, 1901, 114. Increase in nu-mlM'rNlii|i durinjj 1900-I,

29. Average attendance of members at meetings, 21. Value of ext hange packets circu-

lated, £\f)o.\ 4s. 3.Jd. Average value of packets /I613 os. 6d. Avcrajjc sales, ;^55 7s. 7d.
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THE AMERICAN COLLECTORS' COMPANY.

R. Crawford Capen, a well-known Philatelist in the States, and an

able man of business, has been apparently the pilot of this new
and important amalgamation, and his remarks hereon in the A. J. P.,

particularly as affecting collectors, will well repay perusal by our readers.

There is much therein that is excellent and pertinent, but we cannot sub-

scribe to all his deductions.

" The general purpose of the American Collectors' Company in assuming control

of the Scott Stamp and Coin Company and the New England Stamp Company, is

to act in such a manner as to be helpful to the interests of collecting in the United

States.

" Our corporation is a union of collectors for mutual benefit, and it therefore

is necessary for us to keep continually in mind and aim at securing those results

which will tend to strengthen and solidify the stamp business.

"A prime necessity in the collecting world is stability in values.

" It may be a very fine thing for the collector to buy stamps at large discounts

from catalogue prices, but when his collection is offered for sale, or a value is put upon

it, the possibility of these discounts gives it a correspondingly low value.

"Strong and well-maintained prices are altogether the best for the collecting

fraternity.

" We recognise the existence of discounts, and know that many good stamps are

sold at comparatively low prices, but we do not believe that anything excessive in this

direction is for the real advantage of collectors.

"Our first efforts will therefore be directed towards the strengthening of prices,

and in order to do this effectively we ask the co-operation of all interested in Philately,

whether as collectors or dealers.

"The general impression that exists as to standard catalogue prices is that they are

for fair average specimens of a stamp, whether used or unused. Therefore it has been

possible to say, " This stamp, or this lot of stamps, catalogues fifty dollars. We will sell

at half catalogue, twenty-five dollars." We propose to meet this state of affairs and

change it, by making the catalogue price in future the value of a perfect specimen, or

as perfect as can be found, of the stamp that is priced. This rule will, of course, be

subject to some exceptions, as in the cases of fine early prints or varieties.

"The unused price will be for a stamp bright, clean, well-centred, with original

gum (if the stamp comes in this way), no tear or other injury. The used price will

be for a whole, well-centred, lightly and properly cancelled, clean, and fresh-appearing

copy.

" This being the significance of catalogue prices, it will not be possible to adverdse

that large discounts are given from catalogue prices when the stamps for sale are only

of average quality or, as has been done in some instances, when the stamps are of

inferior grade.

"The price of the inferior stamp will be only a proportion of the Standard

Catalogue price, varying according to the degree of inferiority.

" It is quite generally admitted that fine specimens of most stamps are worth very

close to catalogue prices, and it will be our endeavour to adjust these prices so that

they will represent as nearly as possible the actual value of the best obtainable

specimens.

" It is also a notable fact that the prices of stamps, like those of other articles

whose value is dependent on the law of supply and demand, vary from time to time.

Our Standard Catalogue prices, therefore, will be good only until we publish a change of
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them. We propose to do this from month to month in the American Journal of

Philately. Collectors therefore who wish to be posted as to values should send us

their subscriptions to this paper. This plan will prove a great help to collectors in

keeping them informed.

" We do not propose to note insignificant changes of prices, but when, for instance,

a deluge of stamps, such as has just occurred in the case of Abyssinia, is poured upon

the market, it is not right that collectors should think that they are buying for one

dollar that which is catalogued at over six.

"Also, many stamps become obsolete soon after they are priced in the catalogue.

This, in the cases of all small countries and some large ones, means advances in values.

" It is necessary to add a word as to the prices of current stamps and new issues.

It is in the sale of these stamps that the greatest competition has arisen in the last

few years. The sale, at a small percentage over face, does not pay. There is too

much loss in injured or off-centred copies and in other ways to allow of profit. The
fact remains, however, that new and current issues are sold at low rates by some
of the largest dealers. We propose to meet this competition, and will take standing

orders to deliver new issues as fast as they come out at as low net prices as are

charged by any other dealers."

PAN-AMERICAN INVERTS.

mm
HE subject of the Pan-American inverts has been worn pretty nearly

threadbare, especially in view of the fact that there are no new develop-

ments apparently, but taking into consideration the insinuations that have

been offered in some quarters as to how they came to exist, it may not be

without interest to collectors to hear the version of the Assistant Director of

the liurcau, under whose immediate supervision the printing came, as to how
the errors likely were made.

As has been previously explained, the stamps are printed by hand upon

a very simple kind of press, in some respects similar to the old Washington

hand-press used by Ben Franklin. The plate, containing 200 designs, either

of centre or border, is placed upon a block upon the bed of the press ; the

clam[)ened sheet of paper is laid thereon, and by means of a sort of vertical

windlass the bed is pushed under a small roller covered with felt, and the

impression is made. Then on the return another impression is produced.

After each printing the plate is removed from the block on the bed of the

press and placed over a small fiunace to keep it hot. Here it is wiped o(T

and re-inked, then placed on the block and a sheet of pa|)er placed upon it,

and so on. The [)rinting is done by men who are paid by the hundred

sheets; the; placing of the sheets is done by women who are paitl ^1.50 per

day. The error might have been made b)' either the man or the woman. In

the cour.se of the work, which is carried (ui at breakneck speed, it would he

an easy matter for the man, in taking up the plate, to lay it on the fiuiiace

or tlie bed of the press ur<>n;'. end to. lie lakes the plate from the beil of

the press, turns hall .imiind to llu- fiunace, then takes it up again and places

it oil the jjress. The; himi.in niiml is a peculiar thing, as every reader will

freel)' .i<lniit, and .onicliiiu'. it Umporarily goes off on a vae,iti<>n, ami wc

slip a (og. ! Ill- woman, in lur work, performs the sante niolions with the

sheet of |>a|.(i lliat the man docs with tin- pl.ile. .She tmns to the pile of
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damp sheets, picks up one and lays it on the plate. When the impression

has been made she removes it from the plate and lays it upon another pile.

It is the easiest matter in the world to either lay the sheet on the plate

wrong end to, or, having taken it from the plate, to lay it wrong on the pile.

The Assistant Director says the errors occur this way. They could have

occurred in no other, and they were errors not knowingly made. That the

Department should have had any part in or knowledge of the mistake is

inconceivable. In the first place there could be no possible motive, and in

the second place probably twenty people must know of the scheme in order

that it should be carried out, were the Department to undertake such a deal.

There could be no profit in it to the employees unless the sheets could be

delivered to a certain person in a certain place. The examiners, perforators,

counters, gummers, second counters, wrappers, billers, etc., they and others

not named must be in the scheme in order that a certain sheet might reach

a certain post office. Otherwise any one of the twenty people noticing the

error would throw it out. No one will believe that any such scheme could

be worked, even were there a disposition to manipulate it, therefore reason-

able people will not censure the Government because in printing 250,000,000

stamps five sheets slipped out with the centre inverted.

—

Metropolitan

Philatelist.

Uto %.%mt%.

NOTES OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.

(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

We do not profess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the important novelties may be included. Speculative stamps—i. e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their 7iierits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help tcs in

this di^-ection, by sending copies of any official documents relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intimation of any new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such infortiiation

will be duly credited to the cori-espondettt, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE,

Bahamas.—Mr. A. H. Stamford sends us

a specimen of the is., green, of 1863-75,

watermarked Crown and CC, perforated 12J

at top and bottom and 14 at sides. This

stamp is postmarked.

Adhesive.

IS. green of 1863-75, Crown CC, perf. 12IX14.

British Honduras.—A horizontal pair

of the id., blue, watermarked Crown and CC,

has reached the M. J. imperforate vertically,

and with no horizontal perforations. Un-

fortunately, it is cut rather close at top

and bottom.

Cape of Good Hope.—A correspondent

has shown us a specimen of the id. of the

Transvaal surcharged, like the |d. already

chronicled, for use at Vryburg after that

place had been recaptured from the Boers.

Our correspondent obtained his specimen

from Ml'. W. Vernon Johnstone, who issued

these stamps, and who informed him that

200 of the |d. and sixty of the id. were

overprinted.

—

M. J.
id., carmine and green; surcharged "V.R. special

POST."
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Federated Malay States. — Some
stationery has appeared with the type of

the new adhesives.

A 5 cents, blue, Registration envelope and

single and reply i cent and 3 cents post

cards.

Registration Cover. 5 cents, blue on white.

Post Cards, i c, green on buff,

i + i c. „ ,,

3 c, carmine on buff.

3+ 3 c. „

Fiji.—The specialist's attention is called

by the M.J. to the 6d. stamp of the current

set.

It has been received in a rather brighter

shade than hitherto, and the perf. is about

II X 11^.

Great Britain.—.E"ze/<?«'j Weekly reports

the current 6d. stamp overprinted "Army
Official," in two lines, like the -^d., id., and

2^d. values.

Army Official. 6d., purple on red.

India.—Kishengarh .—The M. J. informs

us that the regular colours for the stamps of

this State are

—

J a., carmine, I i a., lilac (0?- slate-lilac),

\ a. I blue,
I

2 a., dull orange,

4 a., brown,

varying, of course, in shade. All exist im-

perf. and pcrf, and the higher values are

considered absolutely unnecessary for any

postal purpose.

Las Beta.—The M. C. illustrates a new

stamp for this State.

In shape it is square, and contains the

words "las BELA" and "one anna" in a

circle, with native inscription in a band

crossing the centre.

Adhesive, i a., black on red ;
pin-perf.

New Zealand.— A new reply card is

noted. It is stated to be the same as the

ordinary card, but with the inscriptions in

both ICngiish and French.

According to the Aitstralian Philatelist,

the id. "Universal" of tlie local priming

has been found (a sheet) iniperfuralc \ertic-

aliy.

t*ost Card. id. I id., dark Ijrown uii liufT,

Skvciielles. — Messrs. Whitfield King

and Co. inform us that ilie 36 c. has been

siir( liargcd 3 t , and that 30,000 were issued

and .s(jld out witiiin a few hours.

Adhtiive. 3 c. on 36 c, brown niid carmine (V).

Straits S k ti

i

. v.m v.n is. — Selangor. —
Anotlicr provisional has been issued here.

i'iic 5 cenls, lilat: and ochre, has Ijccn over-

|imitfd " One rent " and bar above, in black.

Adhttivt, I ceni un j coiilri, llinc hihI uclirn.

Tobago.—Messrs. Bright and Son have

been informed by the Crown Agents for the

Colonies that the obsolete stamps which

were advertised for sale in January, 1900,

have been destroyed.

We understand this information applies

to the unsold |d., 2|d., and is. values only.

Tonga.— The stamps of this country

being much sought after at present, the

following, taken from the M. _/., is of in-

terest :

—

"The surcharge shown in Type 13 seems
to have been done in three parts ;

' Vaeua
OE BENI' was printed with type, ^ Half-' was
first written with a typewriter over the whole
or greater part of the sheet, and ' Pe7iny-

'

was then added by the same process. It

is evident that the printed portion may
read either up or down, and that the space
between ' Half and '' Perifiy' may vary con-

siderably.
" Thus we find the following :

—

" I. ' Vaeua oe beni' reading upwards.
" id. on i^d. Space varying from com-

paratively wide to no space at all, the words
touching.

"Error, with extra letter 'P' below the

'/"of 'Penny:
"Pair, with ''Penny' on left-hand stamp

very close to right-hand side, so that the

hyphen after it falls on the right-hand stamp,

and is covered by the '/" on that stamp.
" id. on 7|d. Vertical pair, showing very

different spacing.
"2. 'Vaeua oe beni' reading down-

wards.

".Id. on \\A. Block of four, showing
various spacing.

" id. on yid. Strip of three, with ' //<///,'

only, one of them with a comma as well as a
hyphen after the word.

" Block of eighteen (three horizontal rows
of six) all surcharged ' Hajl- ' and ' Penny 'y

the top row has ' Hajl' corrected by type-

writing ' I/' upon the '//.' The second stamp
has ;i comma .after ' Penny.' The spacing
and relative positions of the words vary
greatly.

"The owner of the above tells us that he
has also part of a sheet of the Ad. on 4d.,

lake, of 1894, showing various defects

of impression, such as 'HAL -I'KNNV,'

'IIA -I'KNNV,' '11 I'KNNV,' ' I I'ENNV,'

and' I'KNNV' for ' llALK-l'ENNV,' and
'.su ciiaugk' or 'suK iiakge' for 'suk-
chargk.'"

Tkan.svaai..— /'/W<'^.«>///:!j'.-On page 186

wc gave particulars of tlie Boer liovcrnnicnt

stamps manufactured and issued at I'ieters-

burg.

Mr. J. J. li.tupt ii.ts kuuily sent us a set

and aUo a photograph copy of a proclama-

tion of tiic Boer liovcrnnicnt rclatint* to \\\\s

issue.
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Our correspondent informs us that the |d.

value exists initialled in black as well as in

red ink, and that the 4d., 6d., and is. values

were only issued imperforate.

The following is a copy of the Proclama-

tion :

—

" GOUVERNEMENTS KENNISGEVING.
" Met betrekking tot de nieuwe postzegels, die

de Regeering besloten heeft uit te geven, wordt
niits deze ter algemeene informatie bekend ge-

maakt, dat niet een dier zegels wettig of geldig

zal zyn tenzy zy op den bovenkant gewaarmerkt
zyn door de voorletters van J. T. de V. Smit, die

door de Regeering als controleur van deze uitgave

van postzegels aangesteld is geworden.
" F. W. Reitz,

"Staats Secretaris."
" Gouvernements-kantoor te Velde,

"Dist. Middelburg,
"8 Februari, 1 90 1."

Victoria.—Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co. write us as follows :

—

"The stamps issued a few months ago
(see p. 'j']^ were rendered necessary on
account of the new laws requiring separate
sets of stamps for postage and revenue, the
new issue being exclusively for postage, and
the old ones inscribed 'stamp duty' re-

maining in use for revenue purposes. It has,

however, been found that as no fewer than
eight values of the new set bear no inscrip-

tion indicative of the use to which they have
to be put, they are frequently used as revenue
stamps, which is illegal. It has therefore

been found necessary to withdraw the ^d.,

i^d., 3d., 4d., 6d., IS., and 2s. stamps, and
these have been replaced by new stamps
exactly similar in design and colours, but
with the word 'POSTAGE' added. We send
a set for inspection."

The new set is watermarked V and Crown,

and is perforated 12 x 12^, as before.

Zanzibar.—Single copies of the current

2 as., i\ as., and 8 as. have been found in

Messrs. Gibbons' stock, showing no trace

of any watermark.

At present it is uncertain whether these

are from margins or corners of watermarked

sheets or from printings on unwatermarked

paper.

EUROPE.
Belgium.—Messrs. Bright and Son call

our attention to a variety of the 25 c, blue

on rose, of 1884-91.

The foliage at the left side differs, the top

leaf at right of spray is very narrow, and

the vein is shown in centre of leaf

In the normal stamp the leaf is wide and

the vein is shown close to the edge of the

leaf

Crete.—The set of Unpaid stamps lately

chronicled appears to have been incomplete.

Der Philatelist illustrates a 5 drachmas,

with head of Mercury in the centre, name
at top, and value at bottom. It might be a

postal for anything there is to show the

purpose it is intended for.

The I dr. Unpaid Letter stamp has been

surcharged "1 APAXMH," in black, to dis-

tinguish it the better from the i 1. stamp.

Unpaid Letter Stainps. i dr. on i dr., red.

5 dr., carmine.

Denmark. — We are informed by Mr.

Thorvald Cohn that the 4 and 8 ore en-

velopes have been issued in a new design,

the old types being withdrawn from circula-

tion.—^./. P.

Germany.—.\ rather doubtful surcharge

is announced in the Continental journals.

The 3 pf stamps having, so it is stated,

run short on the ss. Vineta, permission was

granted to surcharge some 5 pf, green,

stamps.

The 5 pf was cut in half and each half

was then surcharged "3 pf," in violet, a

hand-stamp being used.

Adhesive.

3 pf. on half of 5 pf., green ; violet surcharge.

Greece.—The new issue of stamps has

appeared and a full description is given in

the M. C. We copy the following from our

contemporary.

" The designs are as follows :

—

" {a) Numerals of value in upper angles,

similar to the stamp on the 5 lepta post card,

but with EAAAS on solid ground.
"((5') Numerals below ; an imitation of the

stamp on the 10 lepta card, but the foot of

Mercury is now poised on a mountain peak
instead of a globe.

" (c) The same figure, but larger, in a large

upright rectangular frame, like the Olympic
Games stamps.
"The values up to and including the

I drachma are line-engraved, and if the

engraving is the work of Bradbury, Wilkin-

son and Co., all we can say is that it is not

much credit to them. A comparison of the

adhesives with the post cards shows that

the original line-engraving whence the litho-

graphic transfer from which the cards are

produced was made, must have been vastly

finer in execution. The 2, 3, and 5 drachma!
stamps are printed by hthography, as im-

pressions in metallic colours cannot be made
from plates engraved in recess. The result

is simply vile, and brings us back to the

'Hamonia, W. Krantz' labels which used to

be -religiously plastered into every Lallier's

album.
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"The 'lepta' values are perf. 13 J, and the

'drachma! ' values I2|."

1 lepton, brown {a).

2 lepta, grey {a).

3 „ orange (3).

5 ,, green {a).

10 ,, carmine (/').

20 „ pale purple («).

25 ,, ultramarine (b).

30 ,, violet (a).

40 ,, chocolate (a).

50 ,, lake («).

1 drachma, black {c).

2 drachma!, bronze (^).

3 ,, silver (c).

5 ,, gold (c).

We have since received the full set from

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co., and find the

description given by the M. C. correct,

except that the 5 lepta is of type ib).

The execution of the three higher values

is poor, but the lower values make a hand-

some set, in our opinion.

Servia.—Le P. F. illustrates the 5 paras,

green, of a new issue, the only value at

present in circulation, unless the 3 and 5

dinars noted on page 79 form part of this

set; the other values, 10, 20, 50 paras, and

I dinar, will follow as the old stamps are

exhausted.

The design is similar to that of the 1894

issue ; the principal difference noted is the

name appearing in a straiglit l^and at top

instead of in a curve.

According to the M. C, a new post card

of 5 paras, green, has also appeared.
A(//ifsiiie, 5 paras, green.
i'osi Card. 5 paras, green.

AMERICA.
Argentine Republic—A "Memoran-

dum Postal" of the value of 15 centavos

— colour, dark ultramarine on white —
appeared in April.—.^. C.

Letter Slitet. 15 ceiuavos, dark ullramariiie on while.

I5KAZII,.—The 10 rcis, dark blue, perf ii,

(;ibl)ons' Type 72, must be added to the list,

specimens liaving reached this side.

Posta);e Due. 10 reis, dark blue; perf. 11.

Clill.l. A new stamp of the current set,

30 c, (hill orange, has Jusl been issued.

Tliis informalion leaclies us fiom Messrs.

Whitfield King and Co.

The Melropnlilitn Phildlrlist is informed

thai .1 new set is in course of preparation.

/lillliTsive. 30 c., dull uniliife, current type.

C(JM)MI!IAN Kki'UIii.IC.- /iio Uachti.—K
provisional issue appears to have taken place

lierc, an<l we lake llic rullciwin;; fioni the

A.j.r..

"Mr. W. I'', (iic^^ciiy h.is shown us a
luiinlni III provisional si.ini|i> issiiti! in Kio

Hacha. The stamps are type-set, in sheets

of sixteen, four rows of four stamps each.

There are numerous minor differences,

principally in the position of the pieces of

the border. The first stamp of the first row
has a border of entirely different style from
the other stamps in the sheet. The same
setting was used for both values, the

numerals only being changed. Each stamp
is signed in black ink 'J. R. Pichon,' or

'Julio R. Pichon.' It is said that the issue

consisted of five thousand stamps, and that

only two sheets were printed on green paper."

Adhesive Stajiips.

Provisional Issue.

" NO hay estampillas
Vale 10 centavos
El Agente Postal."

Iviper/orate.

5 c, black on white.

5 c. ,, yellow.
10 c. ,, white.
10 c. ,, grey-blue.
10 c. ,, grey-green.

Ttimaco.—Additional information reaches

us from Messrs. Whitfield King and Co.

about the late provisionals. Our friends

write :

—

"We have just received a letter from a
correspondent at Tumaco, in Colombia,
with reference to the recent provisionals.

It appears that the postal agent or post-

master who issued the provisional stamps
was dismissed from office on May 4th, and
the stock of stamps he then had on hand
was delivered up to the Prefect to be
destroyed. His dismissal appears to have
been due to his having speculated in the pro-

visional stamps for his own personal gain.
" As there are still no stamps to be

oljtained in Tumaco, letters have to be
franked by the postmaster, who simply
writes in the corner of the envelope, ' Pago'
and the amount with his signature l^cncath,

and the dated postmark o\er all, while the

Prefect, who aj^parentiy acts as a censor,

writes on the back of the envelope, ' Pase,
El Prefecto' and his signature. The letter

we received is thus franked, and came
through without any extra charge."

Guatemala.—We Iiave not luul long to

wail for the further surcharges expected.

The 20 cents, of 1887-91 has been over-

printed "1901— I—Cenlavo" and "1901—

2

—Centavos," with the figure "20" barred

out with five lines, all in black. Varieties

may be found, it is staled.

Adhtiives. i cenlavo on aoc, green, of 1887-91.
1 conlavoit ,, ,, ,,

Ukuouav.—The Mttropo/itan Philatflist

includes llie 50 ccnlesimos, carmine, of the

new set, surcharged "Olitial."

ll is slatetl that the 20 c, type of 1S95,

now appears in bituk and bluf lu replace the

20 c, fialc btuf, of llic 1890 type.
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If so, then there will be another value, or

type, to receive the official surcharge !

It is difficult to follow the changes.

Adhesive. 20 c, black and blue, type of 1895.

Official. 50 c, carmine, latest set.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Fernando Poo.—We gave a list of the

new issue for 1901 on page 137, and ex-

pressed doubt as to the colours being quite

correct.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. having

now received a supply, send us the 10

centimos, and state that the correct values

and colours are as follows :

—

1 centimo, black.

2 centimos, bistre.

dark violet,

lilac-blue,

orange,
violet-brown,
light blue.

A dhesives.

50 centimos, claret.

75 ,,
olive-brovi'n.

1 peseta, blue-green.
2 pesetas, light brown.

3 ,, grej-.green.

4 ,, brick-red.

5 n green.
10 pesetas, bistre.

Hawaii.— Some discoveries have been

made, states the A.J. P., in the Provisional

Government surcharges of 1893.

The 6 c, green, with a black, and the 10 c,

red-brown, with a red overprint, have been

found.

Only one sheet of each value is known.

Adhcsives. 6 cents, green, with black overprint.
10 ,, red-brown, with 7-ed ,,

l^ilatelir %miim IBettiirgs*

^itlburbatt ^tamji Cl^tljauge Cluli.

(Founded 1892).

Since the publication of the last Club report

packets have been circulated as follows :

—

May, three packets, 147 sheets, £ s. d.

valued at . . . 1,547 2 i

June, three packets, 138 sheets,

valued at . , . 1,466 18 o

July, two packets, loi sheets,

valued at . . . 1,1/8 17 3

March and April packets have been broken
up, and accounts were submitted in due course.

Sales for these two months were ;^24l 2s. gd.

and £2(30, OS. 7d. respectively. A fair number
of average sheets has been received for the August
circuit, but the continuance of the holidays has
lessened both the quality and the quantity of

the contributions. Next month, it is anticipated,

the packets will return to their normal condition

(four), and a large increase of membership is

expected.

Broadly speaking, Africans have been first

favourites during the first half of the present

year, while the early issues of South America
in first-class condition have been much sought
after by collectors. Rare unused Europeans and
Australians have been but little in evidence, but
whenever offered for sale they have been eagerly
snapped up at good prices. The statement
that "the better the stamps the better the

sales " was never more true than it is at the

present time.

Philatelists of all grades are eligible for ad-

mission, but in the interests of members refer-

ences are required with every application.

Non-contributors may see all packets, but are

placed last on the lists. An entrance fee of 2s.

is charged, and in lieu of an annual subscription

2^ per cent, is levied on the gross amount of

stamps taken from each sheet. No charge is

made on purchases.

Copies of rules with full information is gladly

supplied on demand.
H, A. Slade, Secretary.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The sixty-seventh meeting of the Board of

Governors was held at the Club - house on
Monday evening, June loth, 1901. Present:
Messrs. Bruner, Low, Luff, Scott, and Perrin.

A number of communications were read by the

Secretary, who also reported having mailed on
June 1st a copy of the Year Book to each one of

the members. The Treasurer's report, showing a

cash balance in bank of $362. 19, exclusive of

$1,000 bond, was read and approved. Report
of House Committee was received. The Com-
mittee on new Club-house reported that favour-

able replies continued to be received in answer to

their circular.

The sixty - eighth meeting of the Board of

Governors was held at the Club - house on
Monday evening, July 8th, 1901. Present

:

Messrs. Andreini, Caiman, Luff, and Perrin. In

the absence of the President, Vice - President

Andreini called the meeting to order at 8.30

p.m. A communication from Mr. G. S. Dickin-

son was read, wherein he tendered his resignation

as a member and presented his share of stock

to the Club : resignation accepted with regrets,

and sincere thanks tendered for his generous

donation to the Club. The resignation of Mr.
F. H. Pitman was accepted with regret. Ad-
journed at 9 p.m.

Albert Perrin, Secretary.
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Communications.—All coninntnications of Philatelic Diallers and Publications for Review should

be addressed to the Editor of The London Philatelist, Kingston Lodge, Richmond Place,

Brighton.

Advertisements should be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson (Advertising Department), Effing-

ham House, Arundel Street, London, W.C.

Subscriptions.—The London Philatelist will be sent, post-free in Great Britain or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of 6s. ($1.50). Subscribers' remittances should

be sent to Mr. A. CHURCHILL EMERSON, Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,

London, W.C.

NEW SOUTH WALES VARIETIES OF O.S.

To the Editor of the ^'London Philatelist."

Dear Sir,— I note in the London Philatelist

for June a chronicle of some New South Wales

O.S, stamps, in which the letters of the surcharge

are 8J mm. apart.

I supposed this variety was ancient history,

especially to an old Australian collector like

yourself, but as it seems to be sufficiently new
to chronicle in the London Philatelist, perhaps

you would like to know of a few more varieties.

I have in my collection as follows :

—

Issite of 187 1- 1883.

id., perf. 10, II X 12.

2d. ,, II X 12.

3d. ,, 10.

lod. ,, 10.

I sh. ,, 12.

Centennial Issue.

6d,, perf. 11 x 12.

8(1. ,, II X 12.

1885 (Fiscal paper).

id., perf. 10.

1891.

izjd., perf 11x12.

1891- 1892.

id., perf. II X 12.

I also iiavc ii number of stiimp.s with this

surcliar^;c in which the Idler "o" is placed

sideways. It would appear thai with n round

ifllcr one could not tell wiicllicr il is in a vurtiinl

ponition or sidcwiiys, but this Icllcr "o" is not

perfectly round, it is slightly flattened, and the

variety is not difficult to detect. Of this variety

I have the following :

—

187 [-1883.

id., perf 11x12.

3d. „ ID.

5d. „ 10.

6d. „ 10, 10 X 12.

8d. ,, 10, 10 X 12.

5 sh. „ 10.

1885 {L'iscal paper).

id., perf 10.

1891.

7W., perf 10.

There are also a number of broken letters

which occur regularly in these sheets, but I

hardly think they are of sufficient interest to

make a list of them ; in fact, I have not [xiid

very much attention to them, simply noting that

they existed.

It appears to me that the variety in spacing

of the "o" sideways and the broken letters all

occur in a forme which was used for surcharging

all the issues from 1871 to 1892, and that we

might expect to find these varieties on all the

stamps and all the perforations which were sur.

charged during this perioil.

If you find these matters of sulficient interest

to turn into a note for the London Phitaldist,

they are at your service.

With best regards, I remain,

Yours truly,

John L. Luff.

<-T(Sisi^.^is?S)_,

—
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Note.— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or vahces of stamps, the state

of the Maj-ket, Trade publications, etc.

Messrs. Futtick and Simpson have already

published their dates of sales during the ensuing

season, no less than sixteen separate auctions

being announced. An important collection is to

be sold on the opening dates, October ist, 2nd,

3rd, and 4th, comprising over 900 lots, and in-

cluding most of the great rarities. The cata-

logue, which is in quarto, contains facsimile

illustrations of over 140 rare stamps, and will be

found to include scarce and interesting stamps
in almost every country in the world.

I MADE reference last week to the probability

of a combination of New York and Boston phila-

telic interests that would mean much in coming
months in its importance as a business move. No
doubt the New York end will be exploited by the

proper authorities, and I need only say that the

stocks of the Scott Stamp and Coin Company, the

New England Stamp Company, and the American

Collectors' Company are to be merged into one, a

new stock company being formed under the name
of the American Collectors' Company. The
various details incidental to this important union

of interests are now being arranged. The effect

of this strong combination of philatelic interests

will be far-reaching. Boston collectors, as a

whole, are very favourably inclined to this amal-

gamation, and seem to feel that their interests

will be better served than ever before. In keeping

with the new order of things, Mr. Carpenter

informs me that the Boston office of the new
company will be at 21, Bromfield Street, where

street floor space will be used and several offices

on an upper floor also taken to give play to the

increased business. The present quarters at 292,

Washington Street will be vacated late in July.

—

MekeePsJournal, July 4th.

The new American "Stamp Trust" is still

the prevailing topic of philatelic journals in the

States. Mekeefs Weekly of the l8th July writes :

—

"The consolidation of the business interests of

three large eastern dealers with the consequence

of huge increase in capitalisation has attracted

the attention of the newspaper press. The

following is characteristic of the general manner

in which the news of the combination recently

effected at New York is treated ; the so-called

' trust ' feature naturally is singled out for

prominent mention :
' Local dealers in rare postage

stamps are talking about the " stamp trust "—the

latest thing in the combination line. The "trust"

is the American Collectors' Company, which was

organised some years ago with a capital stock

of $100,000, but which has increased this

capitalisation to $450,000 in order to take over

the business of another concern in this city and

one in Boston. Henry L. Caiman, who conducted

the New York Company, is understood to have

received a check for $50,000 on Monday last, and

in addition a large block of the stock of the

American Collectors' Company. A large trust

company financed the operation. It is now
generally known that the American Collectors'

Company of New York owns the Scott Stamp

and Coin Company, of Boston. Our Boston

correspondent gives the personnel of the board

of directors of the new corporation, and we

are able to validate his surmise that Mr. Luff

will be identified with the company in a leading

capacity."

J^S 5p 5|S 5p

The official announcement of incorporation is

as follows :

—

"American Collectors' Company.

•' Incorporated under the laws of the

State of New Jersey, November, 1897.

'
' Paid up Capital $450,000.

''•Board of Directors.—A. W. Batchelder,

Henry L. Caiman, Geo. C. Capen, E. M. Car-

penter, Edward H. Fallows, Alex. Holland,

Webster Knight, Joseph S. Rich, Sam R.

Simmons, jun., A. C. Wall.

'' Officers.—Q,&o\gt Crawford Capen, President

;

Alex. Holland, Vice-President; Sam R. Simmons,

jun., Secretary; Joseph S. Rich, Treasurer;

Attorney, Edward H. Fallows ; Registrar of

Stock, New York Security and Trust Company.

"This company is the sole owner of the entire

stock-in-trade and business of the Scott Stamp

and Coin Company, New York, and the New
England Stamp Company of Boston, Mass."
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OR the second time in the year of grace 1901 has this

journal to appear with the sad emblems of mourning

for a national loss. In January last, in common with all

sections of society, we had the sad duty of testif)-ing our

grief and respect at the death of Her Gracious Majesty

Queen Victoria, and to-day we have to place on record

our grief and indignation at the sad and untimely death

of Mr. McKinley, the President of the United States.

It was no uncertain sound that went up from the great

American people when they shared our sorrows a few

months since, and we as a nation should be beneath

conteinpt were we not to convince our kinsmen that our

.sympathy with tlu-iii in their great .sorrow is equally as keen and

sincere. Unlike the great Queen, llu- head of the United States has

not been permitted to fulfil his apparent!)' destined career, but in the

plenitude of his life and vigour has been ruthlcssi)- and foulh' inurdcrcd

by the hand of a fanatic. Tragic indeed and sad beyond words is the

final scene of President McKinley's life, and we hasten to tender, on

behalf of Hrilish I'hilatel)', our warmest and most profound s\"mpath\-

with our confreres in America. Lincoln's and (larfield's well-known

effigies on the United States stamp will now doubtless—in the short

s])ac(! of forty years—bear tlie features of a third martyred I'resident,

.111(1 till- postal issues of a great counlr)' will once more present a sad

rcfle.x and reminder of a national los.s.
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"^Ixz ©rigin mxl (EollectibUitu of glailtoaij

By C. F. DENDY MARSHALL, b.a., Barrister-at-La w.

EFORE the system of which these stamps form a part was
initiated, it was illegal to send a letter by train, except in so

far as the ordinary mails travelled by train. The Post

Office Acts I Vict. caps. 33 and 36 confer the privilege of

a monopoly on the Postmaster-General as regards letters,

imposing a penalty for infringement of ;^5 for every letter,

and ;^ioo for every week the practice is continued. This law used to be

continually evaded by persons sending sham parcels by train, more especially

on Sundays, to supplement the ordinary mails.

The regulations governing the " conveyance of single post letters by
railway," with complete directions as to despatching and addressing letters,

will be found in the Postal Guide, the information given in the current

edition being substantially the same as that in the Guide for January ist,

1 89 1, which announces the inauguration of the new service "on and after the

1st February next."

The limit of weight was originally one ounce, corresponding to the

ordinary penny rate. There is one paragraph which no longer appears,

running as follows :

—

" All information as to arrangements for accepting and forwarding Raihvay Letters

must be obtained locally from the officers of the Railway Company or Companies

concerned. While, however, the Railway Companies' officers will advise the sender

of a Railway Letter to the best of their power, the latter should himself discover

whether he will gain or lose by sending his letter specially by railway rather than in

ordinary course of post, and should clearly understand that neither the Railway Com-
panies nor the Postmaster-General can accept responsibility for any information given

on the subject."

There is no doubt this service is of very great value, provided the sender

knows his trains and his posts, because a day can frequently be saved by

employing it, especially on a Sunday. There is one unfortunate condition

which is imposed at present, possibly with good reason, which is that no

letter may be accepted addressed to a foreign country or to a colony or

British possession. If this could be removed, the utility of the arrangement

would be considerably extended, as it might then often be possible to catch

an outgoing steamer after the ordinary mail had left. The system might

with advantage be applied also to post cards.*

* Cases are known of post cards being accepted, but it is contrary to the regulations.

The writer once successfully evaded them with a foreign letter of great importance, by this

means catching a friend at Marseilles who otherwise could not have received any communi-

cation (other than a telegram) until some time after reaching Australia.



THE COLLECTIBILITY OF RAILWAY LETTER STAMPS. 219

The Postmaster-General's Report for 1891 merely contains the following

paragraph on the subject :

—

"On the I St of February a new service was commenced, under which Railway

Companies carry single letters which are either delivered to the addressees at railway

stations, or forwarded by post from the most convenient points on the railway. In

the first three months about 37,000 letters were dealt with in this way, and the system

is believed to be of advantage to the public, especially in rural districts."

We will now proceed to investigate the status of these interesting stamps

from a philatelic point of view somewhat more closely than has been before

attempted.

In Messrs. Wright and Creeke's History of the Adhesive Stamps of the

British Isles the only mention of Railway Letter stamps occurs at the end

of the Introduction, written by Mr. Gordon Smith, the last paragraph of

which, after a brief description of the arrangement, concludes :
" Whether the

' adhesive label ' can be regarded in any sense as a postage stamp or not,

is a somewhat subtle question, upon which an opinion is not called for here."

This is no doubt true as regards the Introduction, because the authors had

not dealt with them in the text ; from a general point of view, however, it is

shirking the question, because if they can be regarded in any sense as

postage stamps, which is there left undecided, they obviously ought to have

been included in a work of such magnitude and scope. That this " some-

what subtle question " should receive an affirmative answer we will now
proceed to show is inevitable, once the exact legal position is grasped, which

we hope will follow after a perusal of the following "counsel's opinion."

As was pointed out by the late Mr. Westoby, this arrangement is

precisely analogous to the Parcel Post, in which the Railway Company
receives 55 per cent, of the charge, the whole of which is covered by regular

postage stamps, matters afterwards being adjusted in account. A similar

system was at first intended here, as ordinary threepenny stamps were

proposed, surcharged in black, " Railway Letter Postage." Specimens were

prepared, but were never issued, as the advantages of the other system arc

.so great, the railway receiving the money due to it at once without fiuthcr

trouble.

Mr. Westoby's final conclusion was that these stamps arc " part of the

machinery by which the Post Office carries out a special service for the con-

veyance f)f single letters," and no more correct description of their po-<ition

could i)ossibly be given.

Consider the first of the "legal conditions in regard to Railway Letters"

.set forth in the Postal (liiide

:

—
" Railway Letters, tliat is to say, letters transmitted under the arrangements just

dcserilx-d, will be deemed to i)c in all respect.s letters sent by post. The Railway

CoiniKinics, in carrying such letters, will act and will be deemed to act solely as

agents, an<l at the .sole risk and responsibility of the l'()stmasler-( leneral," etc.

There arc two contracts governing the journey of every letter travelling

under this s)'stiMn. One is between the jjublic and the Postinastcr-Gcneral,

and is a special one for {'.'icli individii.d tran'-action ; the other is n general

117 *
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one, between the latter and the Railway Company. There is no contract

between the public and the Railway, because the Company, in dealing with

the public, is acting as agent, not as principal. This point forms the chief

claim of these stamps to recognition. Were it not so, they would be of a

private nature, although officially sanctioned.

The situation is peculiar, if not unique, for, contrary to the almost

universal rule in business, that the agent looks to his employer for remunera-

tion, the intermediate step is omitted for simplicity's sake, and the public

pay the Railway its share at once, in spite of the fact that the Postmaster-

General employs the Railway, and not the public. He says, in effect,

" There is threepence coming to me for this letter, of which twopence is due

from me to you under our agreement, so, to save trouble, the public may as

well pay you direct." If A owes B ;^ioo, and B owes C ;£"ioo, both debts

may be discharged by the tender of ;^ioo from A to C, by virtue of a special

agreement between the parties. This, it is submitted, is the legal aspect of

the case, and effectually disposes of the view that there is anything private

about them.

As to their franking power, the charge is indivisible, strictly and

technically speaking ; i.e. the penny and twopenny stamps together frank

the letter all the way, as if they were one only (the reader is reminded that

they replace the surcharged threepenny stamps at first proposed), just as

the charge is indivisible in the case of a parcel. As the Postal Guide says,

"The total charge of 3d. will defray the whole cost of transmission." It is

artificial in the extreme to deny franking power to the Railway stamp,

which, as a matter of fact, represents the total remuneration paid to the

parties who have the trouble of conveying the letter, or, in the words of the

inscription on each stamp, the " fee for conveyance of single post letters by

railway."

A good deal has been made of the argument that the penny stamp will

frank a letter by itself, and the others have no virtue alone. But the penny

stamp is powerless to frank a letter in this particular manner. Three penny

stamps would not do it. The reason that the Railway stamps have no

franking power alone is that they were ordered by the Post Office to be used

for this particular service, and if used in any other way the Railway

Company would no longer be acting as agent for the Postmaster-General,

but would be carrying letters on their own account, and so infringe his

" exclusive privilege." In other words, it is only as agents for the Post

Office that they are permitted to use them. Surely a recommendation

rather than otherwise

!

If their status can be accurately defined in terms of pre-existing stamps,

which is open to some doubt, they must be called " Special Delivery stamps,

issued by Railway Companies acting as agents of the Post Office." The sur-

charged threepenny stamp would undoubtedly have been correctly described

as a " Special Delivery " stamp. Their issue was ordered by the Post Office,

which is even more than saying they were " officially sanctioned." And it

must be borne in mind that the policy of the Post Office has always been

consistently and sternly against all issues of stamps on the part of

individuals not acting as its agents. It has been pointed out that in the
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Postal Guide they are called " labels," while the regular issues are spoken of

as " stamps." This, however, does not appear to carry any weight when one

remembers that the Department called their own stamps " labels " in the

inscriptions on the margins of sheets from 1840 to 1880.

They are not " locals " in the ordinary sense of the word, though it is

true each one is only issued in a limited area, because their franking power

is practically unlimited. It is not confined to the territory of the company
of issue, but extends over the whole country. For example, a letter may be

sent from Brighton, bearing a stamp of the L.B. & S.C.R., by train the

whole way to Aberdeen, or by train and steamer to Armagh, in fact any-

where within the British Isles.

The final result of careful consideration seems to be that no amount

of argument can seriously assail their undoubted position as a part of the

postal service, and as such they may with propriety be included in all

specialists' collections of our own country's stamps ; for anyone who considers

that they are not worthy of being collected must do so either on the ground

that they are private, or that they are mere tickets with no franking power

(like the adhesive R's affixed to registered letters), or that they are locals,

all three of which views are shown to be erroneous by careful examination

of the conditions under which they are issued, though it must be conceded

that each has, at first sight, a certain amount of superficial plausibility.

The writer has always consistently maintained, not that they arc a portion

of the ordinary postal issues, but, to quote from the original paper calling

attention to them, that " they come next to the regular official issue of

postage stamps in point of interest."

Of interest there is certainly no lack, as in this respect they have every

advantage that can be claimed for the stamps issued by any country in the

world. It has been complained that the design is monotonous, which, of

course, is to some extent true, and is due to their official origin. But

picturesqueness and variety arc features not usually considered as much
of a recommendation by serious Philatelists, but rather the reverse, for good

reasons.

They possess every feature which repays ciueful study, such as varieties

of shade, type, and perforation. There are no surcharges to harass, and

there is nothing speculative or unnecessary about them ; the Railway Com-
panies, far from tr)ing to induce their sale to collectors, either expressly

forbid it, or else ignore the latter entirely, this attitude being an example

that miglit be followed with advantage by a good many Governments,

They also present every stage of rarity, some being (unlike the I'ost Office

Mauritius !) apparently unobtainable, if this is to be considered an advantage.

At all events, the formation of a collection involves all the pleasures of the

chase, accompanied by tlie ever-present possibility of unearthing a good

thing, perhaps something unique, to stimulate the interest t)f tlic seeker after

completeness.
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Jin Jlpp^nbtx ta ''"Qlhe (Stamps of ^asmank/'

By a. F. basset HULL.

(Continued.

)

THE "POSTAGE AND REVENUE" SERIES OF 1892-9.

^' N December, 1889, I was permitted to make some suggestions

to the Postal Department with regard to renewing the plates

of the then current 3d., 4d., gd., lod., and 5s., which had

become considerably worn, and the preparation of stamps,

uniform in design, for the other values. Correspondence was
'^'-^^ opened up with Messrs. De la Rue & Co. on the subject, and

my letters were submitted to them for consideration. Some time elapsed

before any definite conclusion was arrived at, and in the meantime the

necessity arose for providing a 2^d. denomination. I have already related

the circumstances leading to the issue of a provisional stamp of that value,

but a permanent one was required. The Hon. B. Stafford Bird, then

Postmaster-General, considered that the Twopence of Great Britain was a

pretty stamp, and suggested that a similar design should be adopted

for the new 2|d. stamp. At the same time it was decided to order a 5d.

denomination.

On the 7th January, 1891, I wrote to the Secretary to the Post Office

(the late T. H. Magrath, Esq.) submitting further suggestions as to rendering

the stamps more uniform, and pointed out that as it would shortly be

necessary to obtain plates for the new values of 2|d. and 5d., the opportunity

would be a favourable one for obtaining fresh plates and supplies of the

other values then usually printed locally. Such values were |d., 3d., 4d.,

6d., 9d., lod., IS., 2s. 6d., 5s., and los. I, however, pointed out that the

small number of the 3d., 4d., and 9d. values used hardly warranted the cost

of preparing new plates.

This letter was also referred to Messrs. De la Rue & Co., and their

reply of i8th June, 1891, was shown to me by Mr. Magrath. They pointed

out that if a '• key die and plate " were prepared at a cost of ;^92 los.,

overprint plates for any value required could be made at a cost of ^^15 each,

while the renewal of plates from existing dies would cost £21 each. They
further recommended that doubly fugitive inks should be used for any

contemplated new issue, the lower values being printed in lilac and the

higher values in green. I urged the objection to the doubly fugitive inks,

of which there were only two colours available, that confusion would

necessarily result from the difficulty in distinguishing the different values of

the one colour, and suggested the adoption of singly fugitive inks, -yv^hich

were available in a greater range of colours.
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Proofs in colours were sent out by Messrs. De la Rue & Co. for 2 id. and

5d, stamps, and it was decided to adopt the designs, and to order 2,40x3,000

of the 2^d. and 1,200,000 of the 5d. stamps.

On the 9th February, 1892, these stamps arrived, accompanied by the

following invoice :—

•

" 10, BuNHiLL Row, London,

December 21st, 1891.

The Government of Tasmania,

per the Agent General.

Bought of Thos. De la Rue & Co.

(Indents Nos. 232 and 233.) ^Q s. d.

Making a working die for the Tasmania 2.Jd. postage stamp . . 50 o o

Making from the above a plate of 120 multiples . . . 42 10 o

20,390 sheets of 120 2id. Tasmania postage stamps, at per 1,000

sheets 120s. . . . . . ..12269
Control of 20,390 sheets 120 set, 2|d. Tasmania postage stamp,

2,446,800 stamps at per 1,000 stamps id. . ..103 10

Making a working key die for Tasmania postage stamps . . 50 o o

Making from the above a key plate of 240 multiples. (Charged as

per our letter of June i8th, 1891, at the price of a plate of 120

multiples.) . . . . . . . 42 10 o

Making a sd. overprint plate of 240 multiples. (Charged as per own
letter of June i8th, 1891, at the price of a plate of 120

multiples.) . . . . . . . 15 o o

10,000 sheets, 120 set 5d. Tasmania postage stamps, at per 1,000

sheets 250s. . . . . . . . 12S 15 o

Control of 10,300 sheets, 120 sheet, 1,236,000 stamps, at per 1,000

stamps id. . . . . • • 5 3 o

Three cases lined with tin . . . . ..130
Shipped i)er s.s. Tauitiui.^' jCa^I 12 i

The designs arc as follows :— •

2^d. Small diademed profile of Queen Victoria to left, in lined background

enclo.sed in octagonal frame, "TASMANIA" in very small capitals in while on

straight coloured labels above. Beneath the central vignette the figures

"2jd." in white on colour, in large oblong cartouche with rounded corners.

Spandrels filled in with elaborate ornamentation.

5d. .Similar design to the 2U\., but the profile is enclosed in a circular

frame, and the cartouche is an ornamental octagon.

The 2U\. plate was prothucd (lin( t iinni the die on which the value

is engraved. The sd. plate was prcxhmd fioni a ke)- die with a blank

space for the introduction of the value, which is effected by means o{ an

overprint.

The paper was white wove, watermarked with the letters T A S cii o/>/ii/ut',

the size and position of the letters differing slightly from 'r>'pe II. of this

watermark. White gum; perf i.|. The stamps were issued lo tin- public

on the I .!lh hebruar)', 1892.

jAd., inagenla.

5(1., pale blue and brown.
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This supply proving satisfactory, it was decided to order a supply of the

other denominations most in use, to be printed from the key plate. The
following indent was forwarded to England on the 4th March, 1892:

—

Stamps value of Sheets of 240 stamps. To be of

^d. each 10,000 . deep orange colour.

6d. „ 3,000 . purple

IS. „ 3,000 . light red ,,

2S. 6d. „ 500 . Chinese blue ,,

lOS. „ 500 . violet-lake „

The value label. To be of

id. . violet colour.

6d. . black ,,

IS. . light green

2S. 6d. . burnt sienna ,,

I OS. . chocolate-brown „

To be printed from key plate already used for 5d. stamps.

On the 2nd November, 1892, the stamps arrived, accompanied by the

following invoice :

—

"no, BuNHiLL Row, London,

']th September, 1892.

The Government of Tasmania,

per the Agent General.

Bought of Thos. De la Rue & Co.

(Indent No. 275.)

£ s. d.

Making five overprint plates of 240 multiples each for the |d., C/a

6d., IS., 2S. 6d., and los duties. (Charged as per own letter

of June i8th, 1891, at the price of plates of 120 multiples.) £is 75 ° °

20,640 sheets at |d. postage

6,000 ,, 6d. „

6,130 „ IS. „

1,120 „ 2S. 6d. ,,

1,120 ,, lOS. „

35,010 120 set, per 1,000 sheets . ... 250s. 437 12 6

Control of 35,010 sheets 120 set, 4,201,200 stamps at per in. id. 17 10 i

Three cases tin-lined . . ... 166
Shipped per s.s. Ruapeku.'" 531 9 I

The stamps were taken into stock, and issued on arrival.

Either the printers had a different idea as to the meaning of the colour

names used in the indent, or else they altered some of them to suit their

own convenience, for the Jd. was printed in pale orange and mauve, the is. in

pale rose and light green, the 2s. 6d. in brown and blue, and the los. in a

deeper shade of purple than the 6d., and brown. The 6d. was the only

value for which the colours ordered were used. The paper, watermark, gum,

and perforation are the same as in the case of the 2\^. and 5d. stamps.

On the 30th May, 1896, a further supply of the Halfpenny (10,385
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sheets = 2,492,400 stamps) and Two Shillings and Sixpence (i,o62|

sheets = 255,000 stamps) was obtained.

On the 19th April, 1898, 3,085 sheets = 740,400 stamps, of the One
Shilling were received at Hobart, and the last supply of the bicoloured

stamps of this value, consisting of a similar number (740,400), reached the

Colony on the i8th January, 1900.

Late in 1896 an indent was sent to England for two further values,

viz. Five Shillings and One Pound, to be printed from the same key plate

as the other denominations of the bicoloured series. The stamps arrived,

and were both taken into stock and issued to the public on the 3rd February,

1897. The supply consisted of 1,010 sheets = 242,400 stamps, of the Five

Shillings, and 1,015 sheets = 243,600 stamps, of the One Pound.

The Five Shillings is printed in lilac with cartouche in red, and the

One Pound is printed in pale green with cartouche in yellow. The water-

mark and perforation are similar to those of the Fivepence of the same

type.

The last value of the bicoloured series, a Tenpence, was ordered in

1898, and a supply of 1,025 sheets = 246,000 stamps, was taken into stock

and issued to the public on the 30th January, 1899. The stamp is printed

in lake with cartouche in deep green.

During the period covered by this chapter no alteration took place in the

One Penny and Twopence, which remained the same as originally issued in

1878. I-^rom 1895 to August, 1900, the date of the " Pictorial" issue, there

were supplied 12,180,000 of the One Penny and 12,1 17,120 of the Twopence.

"liLlic y)a9ue lOhilatclic (EA'hibition.

V. arc indebted to Mr. J. 15. Robert, of The Hague, for

llic full Icxt of awards of this ICxhibilion.

Class I.

Section A. Unused Stamps of Holland and Colonies.

JONKllKKK C. I'll. 1.. VAN Kl.NSCllOT Gohi MciLit.

11. H. J. SCHAiKK . . . . Silver-Gilt Mcdiil.

J. A. Wkkksman . . . . Silver Medal.

Class I.

Section B. Holland and Colonies, Used, with Special Reference to Rare Postmarks.

JONKIIK.KU C. I'll. L. VAN KiNSCIIOT . . . Silvtr-Gilt MiiUI.

II. II. J. .SCllAl I'K ....... „

Class I!.

Holland and Colonies.

V\<. Kkausic lironse ,\fttiiil.

Classes III. to VII. inclusive were for varieties of Dutch stamps, cards, poslnuirks,

etc., and the highest medals in niost classes were sccuii-d hy Jonkluii van Kinschot.



226 THE HAGUE PHHATeLIC 7BITI0N.

M. LE COMTE DURRIEU
G. P. Grignard
D. M. DE Heer

Fr. Th. Gunther
V. Haro
M. LE COMTE D'ASSHE
Hauptmann a. Markl
Mrs. Bridson

D. M. DE Heer

J. Engel

S. J. van den Bergh

A. Fortin

Class VIII.

Section A.

, Gold Medal (for France).

. Silver Medal (for France, for varieties).

. Bronze Medal (for Spain).

Class VIII.

Section B.

. Silver-Gill Medal (for Greece).

. Silver Medal (for Belgium).

„ „ (for Greece).

Bronze (for Portugal).

Class VIII.

Section C.

Class IX.

Section A.

Silver- Gilt Medal (Sox Finland, France,

and Switzerland).

Silver Medal (for England, France,

and Spain).

Silver-Gilt Medal (for Japan, Hawaii,

and Victoria).

Silver Medal (for Ceylon and Cape of

Good Hope).
Class IX.

Section B.

. Silver Medal (for Egypt, Gambia, and
Madeira).

Class X.

Section A,

. Gold Medal (for Buenos Ayres).

This collection is the same one, with additions, as that which secured the medal in the

Paris Exhibition last year.

P. J. Jorrisen PCzn

Wm. Moser

S. J. van den Bergh

D. M. DE Heer
S. J. VAN DEN Bergh

D. M. DE Heer

D. M. DE Heer .

M. LE COMTE p. DURRIEU

Class X.

Section B.

Class X.

Section C.

Class XI.

Silver Medal (for Mexico).

Silver Medal (for Peru).

jj » )j

Silver -Gilt Medal (for U.S.A.,

Colombia, and Argentine).

. Silver - Gilt Medal (for English

Colonies).

. Silver Medal (for French Colonies).

W. W. Mann

Class XII.

Section A. For 50 to 100 Rare Stamps.

. Gold Medal.

This fine exhibit of rarities contained, amongst other things : Unused Great Britain,

2d., blue, perf. 16, Large Crown
;
4d., carmine. Small and Middle Garter ; ids. and ^i

wmk. Anchor. Saxony, \ neu-groschen, blue, block of four of the error. Brunswick, 1852,
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I, 2, and 3 silber-groschen, unused and in mint state. Spain, 25 mils., centre inverted.

Mauritius, 1848, 2d., first print, deep indigo, unused. Tuscany, 3 lire, unused. And a

number of other magnificent things which space forbids me to mention.

Class XIII.

Section B. For 50 Stamps catalogued at under £,2.

A. C. W. Rood ENBURG . . . Silver-Gilt Medal.

Class XIII.

Stamps on Letters.

A. W. POLMAN .... Silver Medal.

Class XIV.

Section A. Collection of over 5,000 Stamps.

JONKHEER L. F. Teixeira ue Mattos Silver-GiU Medal.

Class XIV.

Section B. Collections under 5,000 Stamps.

Mrs. M. Berenbak . . . Silver Medal.

Class XVII.
R. Friedl .... Gold Medal.

For a magnificent collection of Austria, almost every variety, mostly unused, and many
sheets and large blocks. This exhibit numbered nearly 15,000 stamps.

Ph. K. SCHAUFF . . . Silver-Gilt Medal (for Thurn and

Taxis).

H. Gkiei!ERT .... Silver Medal (Sox \!>xvi%\y.'a.y).

P. KOSSACK .... 6"z77^^ryI/^^/«/ (for Schleswig-Holstein).

The remaining classes were for exhibits of albums and philatelic accessories, and there

were exceptionally few exhibits in them.

Mr. Robert also kindly forwarded us some further notes— received

unfortunately too late for insertion in our last issue—from which wc gather

that the opinion in Dutch philatelic circles is that the Exhibition has been

a great success. The French collection of Count Durricu especially and

justly is the theme of our correspondent's admiration, " worthy to be ranked

with that of Switzerland owned by Mr. Paul Mirabaud, and estimated to

have a value of not less than i 50,000 francs."

Among the visitors were: Messrs. Abbott, Doming Beckton, Hugo

Griebert, R. Field (and wife), IIamiIt()n-.Smith, Wilson, jun., W. Moscr

;

Dr. F. Diena ; lialtocco ; Jiaron A de Reulcrskiokl ; MM. Fr. Krausc,

Rehbock, dc Vrics (Berlin), Th. Lcmairc, A. Coyettc, G. 1'. Grignard, Lcscurre,

Kohl, I'arcs, and many others.

MM. Bernichon and F. Stock, owing to indisposition, were unable to be

present as judges, as also was M. Vedell.

A large proportion of the visitors parlicipaU-d in tlu- various excursions

and festivities arranged by the ('onnnilU-r, among which cspeciall)' to be

noli'd ua . tin- dinner given by that Ixxl)- to the judges at the Kurhaus

—

where philatelic and pyrotechnic disphi)' went haml in hand.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 4d., BLUE.

HE interest in Australian stamps is perennial, hardly a year passing

^ that does not add some fresh variety or discovery to whet the appetite

of collectors. A remarkable instance of what can still "turn up," although

not strictly a discovery, is afforded by a recent acquisition of Messrs. Stanley

Gibbons, which we have been privileged to inspect. This consists of a

horizontal pair of the 3d., blue, South Australia, with the surcharge omitted,

in mint unused condition. This stamp—No. 72 in Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue,

1900—is there classified as 4d., blue, and it is so in effect, as the stamp was,

of course, created first in blue and bore its value of fourpence until the

surcharge of " 3 pence " was imposed ; and in the present instance, as this

second operation was never effected, it retains its face value of fourpence.

The colour of this pair is hardly " dark " blue, as catalogued, but is of a deep

bright shade somewhat approaching a very rich sky-blue. That a pair

unused should be found "after many years," is literally a bolt out of the blue,

and we shall hereafter cease to be surprised at anything. During our quarter

of a century's acquaintance with the Australian stamps we have never seen

this stamp even used except on two occasions. One was the specimen in the

Tapling Collection, purchased, if our memory is correct, at Miss Fearnley's,

in the City (whence a second copy is said also to have been subsequently

procured and acquired by the great Parisian collector) ; the second copy

was a specimen having a portion of the white margin below deficient, which

was offered to us some seventeen years since by Mr. Stanley Gibbons, and

passed, alas ! for 30s. until a better copy could be procured ! (We are still

waiting !) This stamp was subsequently purchased by Mr. Botteley, and

upon the disposal of his collection, about 1886, was sold by the purchaser,

Mr. M. Giwelb, to Mr. Lachlan Gibb, then of London, who still possesses the

stamp in his collection at Montreal. There are hence, as far as our knowledge

goes, but three used copies existing of this stamp
; and that a pair unused

should have now been found is nothing short of prodigious. It is un-

doubtedly one of the very finest and rarest things existing in the annals

of Philately.

T//E TETE-BECHE STAMPS OF FRANCE.

HE vastly increased importance in which the French stamps have been

held of recent years has brought into especial prominence these abnormal

varieties, with the result that our knowledge of them has been increased

and their relative rarity fairly established. M. F. Marconnet, in the Echo

de la Timbrologie of August 31st, gives some interesting notes supple-

mentary to his remarks thereon in his well-known work on the French

stamps. The following is a full list of the varieties, and includes three not

in the aforesaid book.
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1849.

10 c, bistre.

15c., green.

20 c, black on white.

20 c. ,, „ yellow.

25 c, blue.

I franc, vermilion.

I ,, dull red.

I ,, carmine.

1853-60 (Empire).

20 c, blue.

I franc, carmine.

80 c, carmine.

80 c, rose.

1862- (Perf.)

20 c, blue.

80 c, rose.

1863 (Laureated).

4 c, grey.

1872 (Republic).

10 c, bistre on white.

20 c, blue. [figures).

15 c, bistre on white (small

25 c, blue. [figures).

10 c, bistre on rose (small

Reprints.

I franc (Empire), carmine.

20 c, blue, 1849 (not issued).

The sheets were composed of two panes of 1 50 each, in horizontal rows

of ten, repeated fifteen times, the sheet of the 10 c. of 1849 containing no

less than six tcte-bcche stamps. The 15, 20, and 25 c. apparently had each

only one specimen inverted, while three are found in the i franc. The 20 c,

imperf., of the Empire did not presumably (as we always understood) con-

tain any inverted specimen, but in the resetting of the plate for the introduc-

tion of perforation four were introduced, and it is probably from an

unfinished {i.e. not perforated) sheet that the 20 c, soi-disant imperforate,

has been preserved. The sheets of the 80 c, carmine and rose, each con-

tained one tcte-bcche, while that of the i franc had two. There is nothing to

add to the information in M. Marconnet's book as regards the Empire

perforated series, but as regards the 4 c. Laureated, it is stated that all

varieties were printed normally from 1862 to 1869. We can bear this out,

having inspected a large number of sheets at Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' in

bygone days, only three or four of which were (fortunatcl)') found to contain

the single tcte-bcche that figures therein.

With regard to the issue of 1872, there would appear to have been in

some instances more than one resetting of the plate showing the tctes-bcchcs

in positions relatively varying, but apparently the re.scarchcs as regards this

issue lack completeness. The superb collection of Count Durrieu recently

exhibited at The Hague, aided by M. V. Mahe's great ability, have been the

principal sources of this addition to our knowledge hereon.

Consequent upon the patriotic fervour with which I'^rench stamps are

nowadays collected, the value (jf these tcte-bcche stamps has enormously

increased of late )'ears, and is likely to, as a huge proportion must have

been .separated during their issue. We append a list of the relative values,

graded from the highest downward. Although these figures appear some-

what incongruous under the heading of Philatelic Notes, they have a dis-

tinct ijcaring in tin- apportioiunent of their relative degree of rarity.

i84(;. 15 c, green (a used pair sold for

18.(1;. 1 fr., vermilion, not known in the

otliLT shadi'S (an unused, un-

gummed pair st)id for ^,'200).

1H53, 20 c., blue (three pairs known,

two unused and one used.

One ol the unused solil for

^160 in 1895, and the other

for jC^AO quite recently).

1S53. I fr., I'-inpire, unused, estimated

at /,i4o (not known used).

• 853. 4 e., grey, I-;iureale(l. Originally

worth 1(10, unused, now

probably ^{,70. Obliterated u

fine useil pair is worlij /.jO.
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Unused. Used. Unused. Used.

^^53- 80 c, rose and car- 1872. 15 c. small figures ^^ £5
mine . £60 £^6 1849. 20 c. . . . £6 £3

1849. 10 c. . £60 £^4 1862. 20 c. blue . . £6 25/-

1849. 25 c. . £60 £s 1872. 20 c. blue . . £4 50/-

1862. 80 c, perforated . ^14 £s 1872. 10 c, bistre on white ^3 £2
1872. 25 c, blue . £12 £5 1872. 10 c. on rose . 50/- 28/-

aasional '^oUb.

THE EXHIBITION OF SOUTH AFRICAN STAMPS.

E are requested to state that all the available space at the disposal of

the Committee for this Exhibition has been taken up, and that all the

countries will be fully represented. There will be no charge for admission

to the Exhibition, and tickets can be obtained on application to the Honorary-

Secretary of the Exhibition Committee, Mr. H. R. Oldfield, 13, Walbrook, E.C.

The Honorary Secretaries of other Societies can obtain a number of tickets

for the use of their members on application.

THE EXPERT COMMITTEE OF THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.

|e are desired by the Expert Committee, who are prepared to receive

specimens after October ist, to repeat the following announcement :

—

1. The Committee can examine stamps only once a month, and will

meet for that purpose at dates as nearly as possible at the commencement

of each month.

2. All stamps submitted to be expertised must be received not later than

the last day of the month preceding.

3. The fees must always be sent with the stamps, and in future will be

as follows :

—

poR STAMPS PRONOUNCED GENUINE.

Three shillings for a single stamp.

Two shillings and sixpence each for more than one stamp ; a propor-

tionate return being made in the case of forgeries or reprints.

For Stamps Pronounced Forgeries or Reprints.

One shilling and sixpence each.

Pairs, strips, and blocks counted as one stamp, it being remembered that

the fee for genuine specimens includes a certificate and photograph of the

stamp. ^

THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.

HE Convention of the A.P.A. was held at Buffalo on August 20th, when

a large assemblage of Philatelists re-elected Messrs. G. L. Toppan and

H. E. Beats respectively President and Secretary, the other elected officers

being Messrs. Wolsieffer, Leland, Annan, Phillips, Lombard, and Geveon.

Mr. Toppan delivered a most able address, passing in review the various

philatelic events of the past year, and a variety of other business matters

was satisfactorily disposed of, excursions being made to Niagara Falls and

other places of interest.
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Hdu Issitcs.

NOTES OF NKW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be fouad under "Philatelic Notes.")

We do not profess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that
all the important novelties may be included. Speculative stamps—i. e. those tiot really required for
postalpurposes—will be considered on their meiits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us
in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in
this direction, by sendiiig copies of any official documents relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intimation of any new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such information
will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.
Address: Editou "London Philatelist," Efkinoham IIousi!:, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Bahamas.—We understand from Messrs.

Bright and Son that these islands are to

have a penny pictorial stamp, but whether a

supply is on the way or not we cannot say,

and we have no particulars yet of the design.

British Guiana.--A new 2 ccr^ts stamp

has been issued, and Messrs. Bright and Son

and Whitfield King and Co. have shown us

specimens.

It is of the 1889-90 design, but printed

in purple on red, with "postage" and

"ui'.VKNUK" and value in black.

The I cent value in a new shade of green,

referred to on page 16, has reached this side.

Adhisivf

3 edits, type 1889-90, purijlu on red, and black.

liKriLsii Nkw (Guinea.—We shall have

to find room in our albums for the set for this

Colony lately issued.

The Australian Pliilalclist gives the fol-

lowing description of llie new arrivals :

—

'The stamps are of iarj^e size, transverse

obloti}^ in shape, and llie design, which is

('(jinmon to all values, consists of a Papuan
canoe in full sail, with a bat Uj^ round of

tropiciil scenery.

"This is printed in blat U and framed in

ornamental scrolls inscribed ' iiuirisn Nl-W
CUINKA' above, flanked on lai h siile with

the word ' I'OSIAC ;!;.'

" III the lower angles the value is ilenotcd

in li^incs. The; watermaik is similar to that

of the .Soudan stamps a kind of Maltese
Cross and the perforation is i.(. While
l)aper. The adhesives are |uint<il hoin
plates and the post cards arc liihogi.iphed."

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send us

specimens.
Adhesives.

id., yellow-green and black,
id., carmine ,,

2d., mauve
,,

ajd., ultramarine
,,

4d., black-brown
,,

6d., dark green ,,

IS , orange-vermilion „

Post Cards,

id., vermilion on pale buff.

ijd., l)lue ,,

Cai>e of (iooi) Hoi'E.— The attention of

the M.J. has been called to a specimen of

the id. of the 1871 type, watermarked Anchor,

in a very dark colour, practically the same
as that in which the 3d., claret, exists.

.'\n interesting error if not a changeling.

Ckylon.—A correspondent of the Al. J.
states that the i r. 50 c. surcharged "On
Service" is not obtainable out there, and

what is more, " that the Government printer

informed him that this stamp had never been

so surcharged, anil that there is no present

intention of overprinting any values higher

than the 75 c. for olTicial use."

(;uKAT Hkitain.— The6d., purple on red,

has received the "I. K. OIUCIAI." overprint,

and the earliest postm.uk known to ICurn's

WWftty is August 8lh.

New Registration einclopes arc also re-

ported, sizes (i and II, with tin* jd., blue,

stan)|) appearing in the right-hanti top corner

t)f the envelope.

OjHkinl, CmI., |>in|ilo uii tcil.

Ktgitltftlit'tt /imt/f^i.

»U., blue, with >inni|i In llio rt|ih|.|ianil lop coniw.
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India.—Kashmir.—A newly discovered

variety is described in the M.J. as follows :

—

"We are indebted to Mr. D. P. Masson
for a specimen of a newly discovered variety

which is no doubt of extreme rarity. It is

the \ a. of the 1878 type, on thi7t wove
paper, with the rough perforation which has
hitherto only been found with the ordinary
laid paper of the earlier printings. The
paper is of thin, soft, silky texture, with a
slightly bluish tinge, similar to that of a sheet

in our possession of an early printing of the

if a. Of the genuine nature of the perfora-

tion there can be no doubt ; Mr. Masson
found two copies still upon the original

envelope, and can therefore vouch for their

not having been tampered with. These are

the only copies he has yet seen."

i a., deep red on thin, bluish wove ; perf.

Jamaica.—So the One Penny stamp with a

view of Llandovery Falls is to be reissued in

two colours, the frame red and the centre in

black. Doubtless sufficient will be printed

to go round.

Labuan.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co.

send us a set of the current adhesives, 2 c.

to 24 c, surcharged vertically in sans-serif

capitals, " postage due " in black.

Postage Due.

2 c, black and green.

3C. , ochre.

4C. , carmine.

5 c. blue.

6 c. lake.

8 c. , rose-red.

12 c. , vermilion.

18 c. , ochre.

24 c, blue and lilac.

Mauritius.—EwerHs Weekly mentions

two stamps arriving, but we find one, the

1 5 c, was expected as far back as November,

1899, and was referred to on page 306,

vol. viii. However, here they are :

—

Adhesives.

2 c, Key type, lilac, value in violet.

15 c. I, grey-green, value in orange ; CA, perf. 14.

New Zealand.—Our publisher, Mr. Fred.

Hagan, has shown us a sheet of the current

6d., rose, with doiible impression. The two

printings are very distinct, the words " New
Zealand" in the first impression falling about

the centre of the design of the second. We
understand that only one sheet was issued.

— Australian Philatelist.

A correspondent of Eiven's Weekly has

an entire sheet of the current 3d., local print,

imperforate vertically throughout.

Orange River Colony.— The South

African Stamp Company has kindly sent for

our inspection a pane of the id., purple,

O.F.S. stamps with the "V.R.I." of the

second printing, calling our attention to

an error which we believe has not yet been

chronicled.

The first stamp of the fourth row from the

bottom of each pane of the sheets has a

thick " V " and an inverted figure " 1 " in

place of the letter "I" in "V.R.I." This

variety may also be found in the 2d. value

of the same printing, and a specimen has

been received from Mr A. D. Sonn.

Adhesives.

id., purple, "V.R.I.", second printing, with thick "V"
and inverted figure "1 " in place of letter " I."

2d., purple, ditto, ditto.

Seychelles.—The supply (30,000) of the

provisional 3 cents on 36 cents having been

comfortably disposed of, the authorities here

have overprinted the 16 cents "3 Cents,"

and the 8 cents has been turned into a

6 cents stamp.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send us

specimens of all three values.

A dhesives.

3 cents on i6 cents, chestnut and blue.

6 ,, 8 ,, brown-purple and ultramarine.

Straits Settlements. — Perak. — A
minor variety of the 1 cent Tiger's Head
issue is noted by the M.f.
Through a defect in the network of the

shield in the left upper corner, the value

appears to be "1 G " at the side, instead

of " I c."

It is to be found only once in each sheet

of the latest supply of this value, the third

stamp in the ninth horizontal row.

Transvaal.—The South African Stamp

Company has been informed that the -gd.

with "E.R.I." overprint is obsolete.

Our friends, Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co. and Mr. J. J. Haupt, have also sent

us early copies of a provisional "E.R.I."

stamp.

The 2d., brown, stamp of the Transvaal of

E.R.I.

1896-7 has been overprinted Half in black.

Penny

In the block of four and two single stamps

before us the original value, " 2 Pence," has

not been barred out.

Mr. Haupt informs us that of the ^d.,

green, some 240,000 were overprinted, and

all sold in about five days.

Mr. A. D. Sonn sends us a specimen of

the 5s., slate-blue, of 1885, which is perforated

I2jx 11-^.

Adhesives.

5s., slate-blue, of 1885 ;
perf. izjxiij

Halfpenny on 2d., brown, of 1896-7 ; also sur-

charged "E.R.I."
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Mr. A. D. Sonn has submitted several

specimens of the Commemoration Stamp of

1895, and we find the perforations to be

ii|-and 12 simple, and compound iijxia

and II X iii.

Our correspondent also sends the 6d. fiscal

stamp surcharged " Postzegel," in green,

perf III.

Trinidad.—Messrs. Bright and Son in-

form us that a fresh supply of ^d., id., and

IS. values is on the way out, but we are

unable to say whether the colours and designs

are altered or not.

Victoria.—The set, with the addition of

the word "POSTAGE," is now complete, the

2d., gd., and 5s. having been altered.

Ad/tesives.

2d., violet, with "postage" added.
gd., carmine ,, ,,

5s., red and blue „ ,,

EUROPE.

France.— The Metropolitan Philatelist

reports the issue of a 15 centimes envelope

with stamp of the current type.

Envelojic. 15 c, orange on greenish.

Holland.—Mr. J. B. Robert sends us the

3 c, current type, in a new colour.

Adlicsive. 3 c.
,
green.

Servia.—A horizontal strip of three of

the 20 para Unpaid Letter stamps, the

middle one of which is upside down, has

come under the notice of the M.J.
Unpaid Letter Stamp.

20 p., orange-lirowi), perf. iij, tetc-beche.

AMERICA.
Argentine Republic—if^ww'j Weekly

supplies the following information about

the lately issued provisional 5 centa\os

envelope :

—

" Owing to the postal rate for foreign letters

being raised from 12 c. to 15 c, there is no
longer any use foi- the 12 c. en\elo|)es. The
slock of 71,000 remaining on hand has been
surcharged '5' in order that it may be
employed for internal use. La Revista dc la

Socieiiatl Filalt'lica Argentina slates tiiat

12,000 were at first overprinted simply with
the figure ' 5,' but as IJiey did not meet with
the approval of the l'()slmasler-( lencral, a
furllier surt liaige of si,\ ])aralli-l liori/.onlal

lines was made over the old value of 12 c.

in oifier lo cancel il. 'I'iie remaining 59,000
envelojics were then overprinteil with the
bars and '5' at one operation. Our ton-
lempoiary suggests ihal it is nol impossible
thai sDiiit! of the first 12,000 iiuiy have been
allowed lo pass without tlie aihlilion of the
bars."

Emittofe. I J c, l)lua, nurclmruiMl " j
" in cuniiinu.

Chili.— It would appear that the contract

for the new issue has been given to the

American Banknote Co., and delivery is

expected during the present month.

Ewen's Weekly reports :

—

"The contract calls for 21,000 stamps of
one colour, the i, 2, 5 centavos, in green,

rose, and blue respectively ; 3,100,000 stamps
of two colours, 10 c, vermilion and black,

30 c, violet and black, and 50 c., orange and
black ; 1,500,000 post cards, besides envelope
and telegraph stamps. The design is to be
the portrait of Columbus."

The number of the three lower values is

out of all proportion to that given for

the higher values. It is reported that the

higher values of the current Revenues, 10,

15, 20, and 25 c, ha\e been used for post-

age.

The M. C. mentions a new i centavo post

card similar in design to the 2 centavos

already on record.

Post Card, i centavo, dark green on greenish.

We hear of the issue of a 50 c, in red-

brown colour, but are in doubt whether it is

of the present or old design.

Adhesive. 50 c, red-brown ; design (?).

Colombian REPUiiLic.—Someprovisional

stamps have to be noted, and the Metropoli-

tan Philatelist describes a pair as follows :

—

The design consists of Arms of Colombia

in a circular band bearing name; above

"CORREOS," in large letters, value below

in straight line. The 2 cents value carries

the same design differently worked out.

They are printed on coloured paper and pin-

perforated very unevenly.

'I'hey are authenticated by a surcharge

consisting of four script S's, in double-lined

frame covering two stamps.

Adiu-sives. I centavo, black on white.

2 ccDluvos, black on rose.

Ecuador.— Another value of ihc 1S99

issue in new colour is reporteil.

.\dhesivt. 5s., bl.tck and lilac.

Mexico. — Wlicn the current set was

issued in 1899 it was noted by the M.J. tiuit

the |)apcr had a watermark consisting of an
inscription in small, single-line ca|)iials

running diagonally across the sheet and
repealed all over it.

Our contemporary lias now ascertained

that the complete inscription is "SKRVlih*

I'OSTAI. UK LOS ESTAllOS UNIOOS MK\1-

CANos," sniaU portions only of which appear

upon each suunp.
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OTHER COUNTRIES.

Canton {Frejich Post Offices).—The set

of Indo-China stamps is reported in several

quarters, overprinted " Canton " and two

Chinese characters in red. Mr. Georges

Carion, of Paris, sends us the 5 centimes

value.
Adhesives.

1 c. , black on azure.

2 c, brown on buff.

4 c, purple-brown.

5 c, green.

10 c, black on lilac.

15 c, blue.

20 c, red on green.

25 c, black on rose.

30 c, brown.
40 c, red on yellow.

50 c. , carmine on rose.

75 c, black on orange.

I f., olive-green on straw.

5 f., lilac.

China {French Post Offices).—Information

has reached the M. J. of the issue of some

provisionals at the French post office in Pekin,

consisting of the 25 c. surcharged " Chine,"

in carmine, and further overprinted with

various values in " Cents." The overprint of

the 16 cents is in red, and the rest are pre-

sumed to be similar.

Adhesives. 2 cents on 25 c, black on rose.

4 J) >i " "
O )) J) J) )t

16 ), ,, )j )j

COREA.—Three high values are reported

of similar style to the designs of the lower

values.

Adhesives. 50 cheun, green and rose ; perf. 11.

1 dollar, blue, grey, and rose ,,

2 ,, green and mauve ,,

Tsingtaii.— Messrs.German China.

Senf Bros, write us to say that the first

issue of stamps for Tsingtau has been

very dangerously forged, both used and un-

used.

Philippine Islands.— It has been found

necessary to send a supply of U.S.A. i, 2,

and 5 dollar stamps overprinted " Philip-

pines,"' in black.
A dhcsives.

$1, black, surcharged "Philippines," in black.

$2, blue „ „ „
$5, green „ „ ,,

SiAM.—Some letter cards have been issued

here. All are on blue card.— ./!/. C.

Letter Cards. i atts, carmine on blue.

4 ,, blue ,,

10 ,, brown ,,

J2 „ green „

lljriatelk Snrietits' meetings.

Mr. G. Fred H. Gibson, the Hon. Secretary,

writes us :

—

"I know it is a long way from London to

Manchester, but if any of your Society happen

to be in our part of the world, or could make it

convenient to be there on Friday, October nth,

when the opening meeting of our next Session

will be held at the Grand Hotel, and will take

the form of a Conversazione and Display of

Stamps by the members, they will be sure of

a hearty welcome. I shall be glad to send any

tickets which you may require if you will write

to me a day or two before the date fixed."

" I have pleasure in forwafding to you the

Syllabus for the coming Session, and in informing

you that the opening meeting on Friday, October

nth, will take the form of a Conversazione and

Display of Stamps by members of the Society, in

which the Committee invite you to co-operate by

exhibiting some portion of your collection, suit-

ably mounted. Full particulars of what you will

show, with the number and size of the sheets,

must be sent to me by September 25th, and the

stamps themselves delivered on October nth
before midday at the address below, or to

Mr. D. Ostara, 24, Corporation Street. Two
tickets, available for lady or gentleman,

_
are

enclosed, and additional ones can be obtained

either from TMr. Ostara or myself at a cost of

2s. 6d. each. No ticket will be required for

yourself, but it will greatly assist the Committee

in their arrangements if you will kindly let me
know a few days before the date fixed whether

you intend to be present and to make use of the

accompanying tickets.

"At the subsequent meetings papers will be
read and displays given as indicated in the

Syllabus. In order that business may commence
promptly at 7.30, members are asked to assemble
informally at seven o'clock. The Annual Dinner
(evening dress optional) has been fixed for

Wednesday, January 29th, 1902. Tickets, price

5s. each, will be ready on December 6th. The
first exchange packet will be despatched early in

October. Sheets should be sent to the Comp-
troller, Mr. W. Grunewald, Kirklees, Elm Grove,
Didsbury, by October ist, and those for future

packets not later than the date of the last meeting
of the preceding month."

G. Fred H. Gibson, Hon. Sec.

Kersal, Manchester.

SYLLABUS—SESSION 1901-1902.

1901.

Oct. II. Opening Meeting.
Conversazione and Display of Stamps.

,, 25. Papers, "Five Minutes with Interesting Stamps."
G. F. H. Gibson, W. Grunewald,

J. C. North.
Nov. 8. Display with Notes, " British Bechuanaland."

J. H. Abbott.
,, 22. Paper, "Early School Albums."

Nathan Heywood.
Dec. 5. Display with Notes, "Queensland."

W. W. MUNN.
,, 20. Display with Notes, "Gold Coast and Lagos."

F. J. Beazley.
1902.

Jan. 10. Paper, "History and Development of the Post
Office." G. B. Duerst.

,, 24. Display with Notes, "India." J. C. North.

,, 29. (Wednesday.) Annual Dinner, 6.45 p.m.

Feb. 14. Display with Notes, "Denmark."
W. D. Beckton.
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Feb.28. Papers, " Five Minutes with Interesting Stamps."
C H. CooTE, W. W. MuNN, E. T. Roberts.

Mar. 14. Display with Notes, "Samoa." J. H. Abbott.

,, 21. Meeting for Discussion.

April 4. Paper, "The Teie-bec/ieVzntue9, of France."
W. D. Beckton.

„ 18. Display with Notes, "Unpaid Stamps of Hol-
land and Colonies." A. H. Hakkiso.n.

(The intervening weeks have an evening devoted to

auction lots.

—

Ed.]

%\\t Collectors' Clulr.

351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The sixty-ninth meeting of the Board of Ciover-

nors was held at the Club House on Monday
evening, August 12th, igoi. Present :—Messrs.

Andreini, Caiman. Low, Scott, and Perrin. In
the absence of the President, the meeting was
called to order at 8.10 p.m. by Vice-President
Andreini. The .Secretary read a number of com-
munications. The Treasurer was authorised to

transfer the share of stock now appearing on the

books in the name of .Mr. F. H. Pitman to

Mr. E. M. Carpenter. The Treasurer's report

for July was read, showing a cash balance on
hand of S222 81, also the August report showing
a cash balance on hand of §86. 71 exclusive of

$1000 bond. Both reports were approved as

read. Moved that the Treasurer be directed to

send the usual notice to all members owing over

$5. Adjourned at 9 p.m.

Albert Pf.rrin, Secretary.

Coiatsponticucc.

COMMUN'ICATIONS.

—

All coiHiiiutiicatious of Philatelic matters ami Publications for Review should

be addressed to the Editor of The Londo.n Philatelist, Kingston Lodge, Kichmond Place,

Brighton.

\\:>MV.Kni%\iv.^\'a should be sent to Mr. A. Churchill E.merso.v (Advertising Department), Effing-

ham House, Arundel Street, London, W.C.

Subscriptions.—The London Philatelist will be sent, postfree in Great Britain or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of 6s. ($1.50). Subscribers^ remittances should

be sent to Mr. A. Churchill E.merson, Eittncham House, .\runi)el Street, Strand,

London, W.C.

THE BADEN-POWELL REVERSED
HEAD.

To tlir Editor o/ the "London Philatelist."

Dear Sir,— I promised some time ago to send
you some further particulars which I ha(l obtained

with respect to the interesting variety of the Mafe-

king Besieged issue—3d., Baden- I'owell, head to

right—referred to in Mr. J. K. F. Turner's inter-

esting paper read before the .Society in .\pril last.

Two or three months itfler the relief of Mafcking
I met at dinner, during his visit here, a gentleman
who had occupied a |)roniiiient position in the

liltle town ; he was the first to discover the error,

and had himself purchased four of these stam|)s.

.Mr. Turner in his paper mentions that he only

knows of the existence of another copy besides

the one in his possession, and that he was unable

to say how the error had occurred. Personally I

know of another specimen of this variety, which
accounts for seven known copies altogether. My
informant, who held an official position in Mafe-

king during the siege, tells me that he has a very

distinct recollection of seeing a sheet, or block of

twelve, of these stamps in stock which were so

pale that it was his intention to approach Lord
Edward Cecil, the Chief Staff (Jtlicer, with a re-

quest for their suppression, but they had unfortun-

ately been sold before he had time to do so. The
error happened, I am told, in this way : Mrs.

Taylor, the photographer's wife, who assisted in

the |)reparalion of these stamps—which, as is well

known, were produced by photographic process

—

explained to my informant that the negative was
turned the wrong way, ami as all the pa|)er issued

had to be accoimted for and returned, it was
necessary to hand in the spoilt sheet along with

the rest. A simple explanation, and one which
no doul)t may interest such of your reailers as are

able to account for one or more of the live re-

maining copies of an extremely interesting and
genuine error.

l'"aithfiilly yours,

Aruh'k H. SrA.MioRi).

Sffiltmtvr 19M, IQOI.

^hc ^)-Vaihct.

riiK Liquidation ok Hii.ckks, Limitrd.

Mk, O. S. BakM'.s, the Ollicial Liijiiidaliir of

this concern, has furwaided lo ihc creiiilurs and
otIierH u linul nlalemenl of nrcounlH, which in,

however, scnrcely (ulciilaied In inspire cherrfiil

Kriiiinienls in llie lirciislH of (Iiknc lo wIkhu
llilikcs, Limilcd, were debtor*. The ilebrnliirc

liolcJerH receive OS pT cent, ol ihcir cliiiiiiH, the

rxpfiiseH of rculihaiion uniouiit lo uImhii /,67o,

ami ihe other creditorn ^cl "nil" 1 Mr. liAines

appends the followiiid rcntark lo his slaie-

inciii :
—

I. In the Ollu-iul Kcceivct'> nlwervalion*,

issued III) Novpiiilicr yili, iSijij, rclciciuc wus

made lo the fuel lliitl llx* slAU-niciil ol ultuiiH

which hud lieeii lodged liy .Mr. I liUkcs iini>rileclly

(lii>clo<>ed the pii«ilion nl ihc C'iiin|«iny, iintl it wiik

lound oil rcitllNUliiin tlmt in >evciitl iiiilancc* ihc
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value of the assets had been greatly over-estimated
by Mr. Hilckes.

2. An inquiry took place as to the amount of
debentures which had been issued by the Com-
pany, and by an order of the Court the foUovving

claims were admitted to rank, viz. : J. J Lane,
;^20o; W. B. Kirkpatrick. ;^300 ; J. E. Hegin-
bottom, ^230 ; and C. K Fleischmann, ;!^250.

The assets realised have not been sufficient to

fully discharge these claims, and there is no
prospect therefore of any dividend being paid
to the creditors or a return of capital being made
to the shareholders.

3. Creditors and contributories can obtain any
further information by inquiry at the Department
of the Official Receivers, 33, Carey Street, Lin-
coln's Inn, London, W C.

Statement showing position of Co'npany at date of
Application for Release.

RECEIPTS.
Estimated to

produce per Com-
pany's statement Receipts.

To total receipts from date of
Winding-up Order, viz. :

—

£ £

Cash at Bankers . 5 6 5)
Cash in hand 3I

6Cash ill hands of Provisional
rf

21 I

Liquidator 15 19
Stock-in-Trade 1482 14 1

Office Furniture . 100 of 1354 9

Book Debts 296 19 I 102 .6 2

Surplus from Securities . 590 2 93 4 3
Unpaid Calls 2 S 7 6

Other Receipts 61 I 2

2493

S.

4 4 1632 '5 II

PAYMENT
£ s. d. £ s. d.

By Board of Trade and Court
Fees :

—

Notices to i,22T Creditors, etc. 123
Percentage on .£1,632 155 iid.

assets realised 75 6 3
Percentage on ^^945 13s id.

assets distributed 23 12 10
Other Fees—Audit 16 6 7

Court 2 6

240 S

Law costs of Solicitor to Official

Receiver 28 17 4
Other Law Costs . 4 4

Auctioneer's and Valuer's charges
33 1 4

as taxed . . . 160 2 8

Costs of possession and main-
tenance of Estate 57 10 4

Costs of notices in Gazette and
local papers . 3 16 9

Incidental outlay 3 10 5

Total costs of realisation 498 '3 2

Costs of Petition . 173 10 II

Creditors, vis.

:

—
Preferential 14 18 9
Debenture Holder on account

of ;£l,O0O 945 13 I

Unsecured Nil
Amount returned to Contribu-

tories Nil
_

—

—

.

960 II 10
Balance . Nil

1632 IS II

Owing to the demolitions of the London
County Council for the new Strand improve-

ments, Mr. W. Hadlow has been compelled to

vacate No. 33 1 in that philatelic highway, and
has removed to 12, Adam Street, Adelphi. The
new premises are all but in the Strand, being

only one door removed therefrom. The recently

opened branch of Mr. Hadlow's, 9a, Royal
Buildings, Blackfriars, is, of course, unaffected by
the present arrangement.

The auction season opened with a two days'
sale by Messrs. Plumridge and Co. on Sep-
tember I2th and 13th.

We are informed that the attendance on each
night was good, and that prices, on the whole,
were above those ruling last season.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and ' ooper hold sales

on September 26th and 27th, to be followed by
Messrs. Puttick and Simpson on October 1st

to 4th.

* * *

Messrs. Plumridge and Co.

Sale of September 12th and 13th.

* Unused.

Bahamas, no wmk. , rough perf., 4d.,

British Guiana, 1853, imperf
, 4 c,

blue, fine horizontal strip of three,

on entire . ...
British Honduras, C A, 14, 6d.,

yellow . . . .

Ceylon, is. gd., green, fine

Gold Coast, C C, 12^, id., blue,* mint

Montserrat, CC, 14, 2^, red-brown,*
mint . . . .

Nevis, perf 15, engraved, is., blue-

green, * mint
Ditto, litho, 6d., grey-black,* mint

New Brunswick, 6d., yellow, fine

Ditto, IS., violet, fine .

Newfoundland, 2d., cannine, fine

Ditto 6^, ditto*

New South Wales, 1855, 5d., green,

imperf. . . . .

New Zealand, N Z, imperf., id., 2d.,

6d., and is. . . .

Nova Scotia, 6d., yellow-green, £2 2s.

and . ...
Queensland, 1st issue, 2d., imperf.

St. Lucia, star, 5d., green

St. Vincent, no wmk., 4d., yellow

Tasmania, 1st issue, id., blue

Ditto, ditto, ditto,* but stained

Ditto, 1864-70, serrated perf., 2d.,

green . ...
Transvaal, 1874, 6d., deep blue, no

gum *
. . . .

Ditto, 1875-6, 6d., blue

Ditto, ditto, id., red, wide roulettes

Ditto, 1877, IS., green, surcharge
inverted .

Ditto, ditto, 3d., dull mauve
(Gibbons' 89)

*

Ditto. 6d., blue on blue (S G. and
Co.'s No. 113)

Ditto, ditto, (ditto ii6a)

Trinidad, pin -perf, 4d., brown -lilac,

hor. pair,* mint
Ditto, ditto, 6d.. yellow-green, ditto,

minutely defective

U.S.A., Executive, i c, carmine
Ditto, ditto, 6 c, pale carmine (small

tear)

Ditto, ditto, IOC, carmine* .

Ditto, State, $i*
Victoria, 1854, serpentine roulettes,

6d., orange

Ditto, registered,* part gum, fair

Virgin Islands, perf. 15, is., single

lined border
*

. .

£ s. d.

2 12 6

2 16 o

7

4
12

12 10

5 5
6 10

6
o

o
o

o
o

5 12 6

2 6

3 IS

I 14

I 10

2 10

2 6

7 6

3 3
I n
2 16

6 5

2 17 6

12

12

2 5

I

I 9
I 3
2

I 8

3 10

I i6 o
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LSEWHERE will be found the announcement that we are

privileged to make as to the acceptance by H.R.H. the Duke
of Cornwall and York of the position of a Trustee of the

British Museum. The vacancy upon this very important

Trust was caused by the retirement of His Majesty King
^- Edward VII., who for many years, as Prince of Wales,

gave his invaluable time and services to the National Museum.
The appointment of his son, the heir-apparent, is but

another of the tactful and considerate acts that have

marked His Majesty's reign, and while it will be cordially

approved by the public generally, will receive an especial

welcome by Philatelists. The duties of the Trustees of the

British Museum are, like its contents, manifold and various, the philatelic

portion being but a minute fraction of the total importance and value

of the national treasure-house ; but despite its relative unimportance, we
are convinced that the new trustee will lend a friendly and .s^-mpathetic

ear lo any scheme for the better display and ilevelopment of the Tapliiig

Collection. The philatelic world is indeed signally favoured in having the

Presi<lent and one of the Council of the London i'hilatelic Society (the ICarl

of Crawford) upon the goverin'ng body of the institution that is responsible

for the housing of the Tapling Collection, and we feel convinced that an era

of brighter days will now tlawn for the becjuest that has such an engrossing

interest for British Philately.

The reluiii of tin- hiikc .uid huchess of Cornwall .iiul \\)rk to these

shores will In- In, 11 lily uthonud within the next ujonlh. and we .ur not

without hope that .so keen a i'liilalelist as i> lli-> Koyul Highness will nut
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only have added much to his collection, but have acquired information

that will be of interest and value to his fellow-students. Their Royal

Highnesses have had a right royal voyage round the British Empire, and

may rest assured of a right royal welcome on their return "home."

Qlhe 1857-9 issue of the Pxichg of fanna.
By Dr. EMILIO DIENA.

''^MW/'f T is quite evident that the design of the stamps of the third

\w|K series issued by the Duchy of Parma was copied from the type

of the first issue of Austria and Austrian Italy. The design

was laid before the Duke of Parma at the end of 185 1, or

at the beginning of 1852, but the Duke preferred another

essay (Fleur-de-lis in a circle), which in fact formed the type

of the first two issues. According to M. Moens, the design was rejected

on account of the branches of oak and olive, which were displeasing to the

Duke. It must, however, be pointed out that by a Decree of January 27th,

1852, the term " Stati Parmensi " (the Parma States) had taken the place

of the longer designation " Ducati di Parma, Piacenza e Stati annessi." It

was for this reason perhaps that the well-known type of 1852, which bore

the new official designation, " STATI FARM. " (the abbreviation of " Parmensi ")

was preferred.

We do not know, however, the reason why the design refused in 1852,

and which had moreover been engraved, was adopted about five years later.

No one could be satisfied with the type of 1852, which, as printed at first

in black on coloured paper for four of the values, and on white for the

10 centesimi, or as printed later (end of 1853) in colour on white paper,

often had a very blurred appearance, the inscriptions being sometimes un-

readable. This was no doubt put down to the engraver, who certainly had

not produced a masterpiece, although it was really more the fault of the

printer, and the same defect has occurred many times since in the history

of stamps.

In any case it is curious to notice that when the design taken from the

first stamps of Austria was adopted at Parma, there was a question in Vienna

of replacing it by another. The Chief Postal Authorities of the Austrian

Empire had long looked upon the first series as " Provisional," as we learn

from a letter dated November 27th, 1850, from the said authorities to the

Postal Authorities of the Duchy of Modena, in which it was stated that

the Austrian stamps then in use did not seem to afford a sufficient guarantee

against forgery.

The type in question was presented for the approbation of the Duke
Charles III. by Professor Donnino Bentelli,* but according to M. Moens it

was engraved by Paolo Formenti.

* By a Decree of June 30th, 1848, Professor Donnino Bentelli had been appointed

Keeper of the Mint and Engraver of the State Medals.
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A single die was engraved for the three values by substituting figures

for each denomination. This substitution was not made upon the cliches,

but on the original die, from which one or two matrices were prepared in

copper for each value. From these matrices the cliches were obtained for the

surface-printing.

In the 15 and 25 cent, we find no difference either in the disposition or in

the form of the figures of value, which leads us to believe that the cliches

all came from a single matrix for each value. But in the 40 cent. I can

make known the existence of two varieties : that is to say, A, with a

large "o"; B, with a thin "o." The impression was made in the Palace of

the Postal Department by the printers Rossi Ubaldi, of Parma. The sheets

contain seventy-two stamps in nine horizontal rows of eight stamps. An
entire sheet of the 40 cent., which I have before me, enables me to fix the

disposition of the two varieties. It is as follows :

—

ABAAAAAA
BBAAAAAA
A A A A A A A A

A A B B A B A B

A A A B A A B A

A A A B A A B B

A A A A A B A B

B A A B B B B A

A A A A A B A A

That is, fifty-two stamps of the " A " variety, and twenty of the " B "

variety. The stamp which occupies the sixty-fourth place, i.e. the last in the

eighth horizontal row, has the "o" a little more thick and open; but I am
persuaded that this is due only to a fault in the making of the cliclu'. We
find, especially in the 15 and 25 cent, several defects; thus portions of

the arms are sometimes lacking, and there is no stop after " KCC " in the

upper inscription : but it seems to me u.seless to insist upon such trifles, or

to point out others. If we notice that the disposition of the cliches was not

always quite regular, we see that the space between the stamps, which is as

a rule about 2 mm. horizontally (2^ nnn. in tlie case of the 15 cent.) and

l^ mm. vertically, varies sometimes.

The paper of these stamps is machine-made and rather thin, ol a wiiite

colour, and of bad (juality. We meet, rather fre(iuinll\-, with copies on

ribbed paper; but this, in my opinion, is purely a fault in llie making, the

quality of the paper seeming to me to be absolutely tiie .same for all the 25 c

and 40 ccnlcsimi, and a little thicker for the 15 c. The gum is likewise of an

inferior cjualily, and is often sprinkled over with little black spots. I have

met with some copies of the 25 c. gummed on both sides, with a postmark

over the gum.

The worst impressions arc to be found in llic 15 cent, duo doubtless to
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the bad quality of the ink employed. The 25 cent, most frequently met

with in an unused condition, is of a pale shade. We have

—

15 cent., vermilion-red (shades).

25 ,, brown, dark brown, reddish brown.

40 ,, blue to deep blue.

For the series now occupying our attention, the catalogues generally give

the dates 1857-9, and nothing more. But if we will just consider that it

was in June, 1859, that the fall of the Bourbon Government of Parma took

place, it will be found to be of great interest for serious collectors, in

the absence of an official Decree for the issue, to fix the date at which each

value appeared.

These are the dates adopted so far, according to the work by M. Moens,

published in 1878 :

—

25 cent, July, 1857.

40 „ January, 1858.

15 „ March, 1859.

From an examination I have made of a considerable number of original

letters, I have found specimens of the 40 cent, postmarked six months

previously. The following are the earliest dates known to me :

—

40 cent, June 30th, 1857.

25 „ July 28th, 1857.

15 „ March loth, 1859.

According to a table published by M. Moens, there were printed on June

I2th, 1857, 216,000 stamps of 40 cent, in 3,000 sheets, and on the 20th of the

same month 432,000 of the 25 cent, in 6,000 sheets. It is said that on February

8th, 1859, 648,000 stamps of the 15 cent. (9,000 sheets) were printed. We
see that these dates, which were either those of the printing of the stamps

or those on which the stock was taken over by the General Keeper of

Stamps—it is not known which—approach much nearer to the dates of the

obliterated specimens which are now before me.

It is as well to add that the series of 1857-9 was in circulation together

with that of 1852 (except the 25 cent, black on violet, which is rarely met

with even in 1856) and with the 25 cent, brown on white, of 1853. As
to the 5 cent, yellow, and the 15 cent, red-vermilion on white, of 1854,

since we no longer find them upon the correspondence of 1856, they were

doubtless exhausted at that date.

The 15 cent of March, 1859, had the very short existence of about four

and a half months, and this explains its rarity in a used state. As the two

Post Offices of Parma and Piacenza had adopted during the first months of

1859 an obliterating mark of a lozenge formed of eight parallel bars, similar

to that in use in the States of the Church, but longer, it follows that for the

1 5 cent, alone this obliteration is the more ordinary ; while it is found less

often upon the two other values, which we find, as a rule, obliterated by

date-stamps.'

No reprints of these stamps exist Many imitations are known. A



THE 1857-9 ISSUE OF THE DUCHY OF PARMA. 241

tete-beche pair of the 25 cent, has been described as a rarity, but it is a

poor imitation in a brick shade of colour, and it is useless to describe it.

It is, however, important to notice that there exists a successful imitation

of the 40 cent, on paper too thick and hand-made. This imitation, made
about ten years ago at Genoa, is to be recognised especially by the letter

"a" in "PIAC", for it lacks the horizontal bar, and by the first "c" of

" ECC," which is too open. This forgery occurs, as a rule, with the lozenge

obliteration.

Essays. I know the following in the type adopted, on white paper :

—

25 cent, milky blue (no gum).

15 ,, dark blue (with gum).

25 „ green (with gum).

The last two, like the stamps, were printed in sheets of seventy-two

specimens.

To the essays above mentioned the following must be added of the type

adopted. They are pointed out by M. Moens, and, like the stamps, were

printed in sheets of seventy-two :

—

5, 10, 15 cent., black on blue-grey (with the maker's mark, a monogram "G.A.",

as a watermark).

15 cent., blue on blue-grey.

40 cent., black on blue-grey (with maker's mark, " Portorano," as watermark).

M, Moens adds that this last sheet of essays has in the eighth row, sixth

place, a 15 cent tete-beche ; but this cliche was, without doubt, replaced before

the printing of the stamps. In fact, the essay of the 15 cent., dark blue,

pointed out above, is of a different .shade of colour from that of the stamps of

40 cent The printing of them is more careful and sharp ; the quality of the

gum also differs.

Before concluding I will add that about ten years ago a dealer in

antiquities offered me a matrix in copper, with a boxwood handle, of an

essay of a type similar to that adopted in 1857, but bearing above the crown

the in.scription in Roman capitals: "CARLO III DUCA DI " ; on the left of

the crown, "I'AKMA"; and on its right, " PIAC.E." The lower label has

"5 CENT."

The Duke Charles III. of I'arma died by an assassin's hand on

March 27th, 1854, ^"^ it seems to me probable that the essay in question

bearing his name dates from 1853, and that it was brought forward when

the question aro.se of choosing a type for the first issue. I have neither

met with nor .seen mentioned anywhere any essays in the type which I have

just described
; and had it not been for the fi>reth()Ught uf the dealer in

(juestion, collectors would jjerhaps never have heard of it

<-iS25i^^T5?S)LJ

—
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A UNIQUE FIND: NEW SOUTH WALES Id. DIADEM ROULETTED.

NDER this heading the Australian Philatelist announces that Mr. Fred

Hagen has just purchased an entire block of 2^ id. diadem New
South Wales rouletted.

The stamps, it is stated, are of the beautiful vermilion shade, unused, with

original gum, and were attached by means of a pin to a letter. The letter,

of which we give a copy, forms a very interesting link in the development

of the New South Wales postage stamps.
" WooUoomooloo, Nov. 3rd, '56.

" Sir,—I beg most respectfully to submit for your inspection and approval, the

enclosed specimen of a process having for its object the semi-detachment of Postage

Stamps in the sheet, on a principle analogous with that now adopted with the

greatest success by the Postal authorities of the United Kingdom, and which has

received the most unequivocal approbation of both vendors and consumers.

" The advantages of the system are so manifest that I feel it would be unneces-

sary for me to enumerate them here, while the actual object of the perforation is

so self-evident as to appeal to the meanest capacity.

" By its adoption a great saving of time is effected, while the serrated edges of

the stamps materially assist their adhesive qualities.

"Taking the introduction of the system at home as a precedent, and being

myself a witness of the marked favour with which it was received, I think it only

fair to presume that in this Colony it would be recognised with a similar manifesta-

tion, while the sheets can be cut at a price quite inappreciable with the convenience

gained.

" I am about to put myself in correspondence with the Postmaster-General of

Victoria on the subject, but trust that previous to doing so, I may have the honour

of receiving a communication from you, as I should much like this Colony to take

precedence in the matter.

" I have this day forwarded specimens to His Excellency the Governor-General.

" I am, Sir,

" W. H. Christie, Esq. " Your most obedient servant,

"Postmaster-General." "J— D—."

There are a number of interesting notes on the letter, some of which

unfortunately are almost undecipherable, owing to a piece having been

torn from the letter.

"Cabinet, Monday 2, 21st May.
" Settled 4th Dec. Declined.

" Present : H. W. P.

" E. D. T.

"J. H.

"S. A. D.

";^2 los. per 100 sheets.

"^100 per annum.
" Left by Mr. Raymond.



OCCASIONAL NOTES. 243

"This is worthy of consideration, the Postmaster-General should report for my
guidance." (Signature torn off.)

The letter has evidently been sent to the Treasury, but the greater

part of the Treasury note has been torn off.

Returned from the Treasury 14th Nov. '56.

Mr. Christie's (P.M.G.) note on back of letter :—

"This letter was referred to the Inspector of Stamps as being the head of his

department, and must, I think, have been transmitted in error to the Hon. the

Colonial Treasurer.

" I saw the Inspector of Stamps personally, who informed me that he had already

sent to England for the necessary machine for perforating stamps, and that he

considered Mr. D.'s proposal objectionable, as he stipulated that he would perforate

the stamps at his own residence.

" I did not see the force of this objection, and so stated, when the Inspector of

Stamps informed me that he would again communicate with Mr. D. and make his

report.

" Postage stamps being perforated is a decided improvement. I have again

referred to the Inspector of Stamps.

"14th Nov., 1856.

"(To be returned.) "W. H. Christie, P.M.G."

(iaasional l^otts.

H.R.H. THE DUKE OF CORNWALL AND YORK.

T is with great gratification that we are authorised to announce that

\ the President of the London Philatelic Society, His Royal Highness

the Duke of Cornwall and York, has accepted the position of a Trustee

of the British Museum on the retirement therefrom of His Majesty the King.

Wc are convinced that this intimation will be heartily acclaimed by all

Philatelists, and that hopes will be justly entertained that the influence of

His Royal Highness will be exercised in the furtherance of the legitimate

recognition of the claims of Philately in the National Mu.seum. It is idle

to deny that the action of the Trustees of the British Mu.seum with regard

to the magnificent bcfjuest of the late Mr. T. K. Tapliiig has failed to satisfy

British Philatelists, and we sincerely trust that tlic day may not now be

far distant when that splendid collection may be properly displayed for the

pleasure and instruction of tlic large number of persons in this country who
take an interest in pcjstage stamp.s.

EXmiilTlON OF SOUTH AFRICAN STAMPS.

s previously announced, this IC.xhibilion will take place on Saturday,

liic iMh November, in the Society's rooms, Kfluigliam House, Aruiulel

Street, Strand, VV.C iii kcls for adnn'ssion lo llie IC.xhibition (wliich will

open at l i a.m.), for which nu charge will be made, can be ojjtaincd on

applicalioM to the Hon. Secretary of the Mxhibiliun Commillcc, Mr. H. K.

Oldfu-ld, ij, VValbrook, K.C.
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NEW FRENCH SYSTEM OF OBLITERATIONS.

|lNCE the beginning of the month two useful reforms have been

introduced by the French Post Office. The first affects the telephone

service, which, for Paris and the suburbs, has been open to non-subscribers

at the rate of twenty-five centimes per conversation. This charge has been

reduced to fifteen centimes per conversation of three minutes. The second

alteration, introduced by M. Mougeot, is in connection with the dies which

are used for obliterating stamps upon letters. Instead of indicating that

a letter was posted in time for the first or fifth collection at a certain

town, the precise hour will henceforth be indicated ; but, in accordance

with the advice of the Bureau des Longitudes, the terms equivalent to

a.m. and p.m. will be discarded, and the hours will be counted from one

o'clock to twenty-four o'clock. Persons in England receiving letters from

France will therefore have to remember this fact when noting the time at

which a letter was posted. For instance, a letter posted at half-past six

in the morning would bear the figures 6.30, whilst a letter posted at the

same hour in the evening would be stamped 18.30.

We may perhaps follow suit with regard to the latter innovation and

become duly accustomed thereto, although at present an invitation to supper

at half-past twenty-two would sound somewhat unusual

!

THE ANTICIPATED FEDERAL AUSTRALIAN ISSUE.

T appears that the Federal Postal Bill was under consideration by the

House of Representatives last month, and we are indebted to the

Australian Journal of Philately for the following resume of the debate.

It will be seen that the recent announcement that five years would elapse

before the issue of Federal stamps is by no means confirmed.

"The Federal Postal Bill is still under consideration in the House of Repre-

sentatives. On reaching clause 28, 'Postage stamps may be made and sold,'

"Mr. Thomas (N.S.W.) moved for the insertion of the words at the end of the

clause, ' and shall within six months of the passing of this Act issue Commonwealth

stamps.' He contended that one of the principal arguments in favour of Federation

was that it would lead to uniformity in postage, and other such matters. Now he

saw that but for ' Tattersall's ' there would be much more likelihood of an early issue

of uniform stamps, which would be a great convenience to the people.

" Mr. Reid (Leader of the Opposition) strongly supported the principle, and urged

that the Government ought not to delay one day longer than was necessary in issuing

Commonwealth stamps.

" Mr. Barton (Premier) admitted that the matter rested considerably upon

'Tattersall's' clauses. Investigation had shown that the stamps forwarded and

stamps used for sending letters from Tasmania amounted in value to about

_;^ 14,000 a year. If the Bill was not carried in its present form in that respect,

that amount of revenue would be earmarked to Tasmania ; but if those clauses

were carried, they might hope for some early step in the direction of a Federal

stamp. Assuming that the difficulty which now arose in regard to ' Tattersall's

'

clauses could be got rid of, so far as departmental action could be taken, it would

be taken for the issue of Commonwealth stamps.
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" Mr. Thomas (N.S.W.) : If I have an assurance that something will be done, say,

this year, I will withdraw the amendment.
" Mr. Barton : My belief is that it will be within this year."

Our contemporary further comments hereon :

—

"This bears out the statement made in last month's issue that Federal postage

stamps will probably be issued within the next twelve months. AVe do not think,

however, for a single moment that they will be issued before the end of this year,

as it would take close upon twelve months to have suitable dies prepared, and

we trust further blunders will not be made by rushing something patchy on the

country. We may say that the ' Tattersall's ' clauses have been passed, and we

presume the other bookkeeping difficulties can be overcome, but the postal depart-

ments will not be federated for twelve months until the ist March, consequently there

is no likelihood whatever of the Federal stamps being issued before that date. Most

likely the issue will take place on or about the date of the Coronation of His Majesty

King Edward VII. in June next."

^-

THE SALE OF OBLITERATED STAMPS IN VICTORIA.

ROM the preceding source we have the following interesting correspond-

ence with regard to the sales of postmarked unused stamps that the

Government of Victoria (as also that of New South Wales) have deemed

consistent with their dignity. We read with pleasure that the latter Post

Office only reaped £^2 last year by the sale of this official rubbish.

" Having deemed it advisable to take further steps in regard to the sale of

obliterated stamps at the Melbourne Post Office, we wrote Mr. Henry Willis, m.h.r.,

giving him all the facts and requesting that he would take some action in the matter.

This he did in the form of questions, and we have to thank Mr. Willis for the official

printed report of same, together with the answers given by Sir Philip Fysh on behalf

of the Government.
" Presuming it will be of interest to our readers we reproduce it in extenso.

"S.\I.E OK OliLITER.ATKI) STAMPS.

" Mr. Willis asked the Postmaster-General, upon notice

—

" I. Whether it is a fact

—

{a) That the Melbourne Post Office is a philatelic department for the sale

of obliterated postage stamps that have never been used in the ordinary

course of business.

(/') Tlinl some of the sets for sale include high-value stamps up to j^^ioo,

and are sold at ;^5 per set, others containing lower values at ;^i

per set, and a recent issue, representing the face value of about los.,

at 4s. per set.

{c) That the I'ostmaster-General is about to issue a set of stanijjs, lightly

postmarked, to order, which will include new jT^x and ^'2 stamps, at

I OS per set, having on them the portrait of King lidward VII.

{d) 'I'iiat £,\ and ^(^5 sets of Victorian stamps, lightly postmarked, to

order, have been sold to a dealer, ' at a price,' as a job lot.

"2. Whether, if it is a fad that the I'Dstniaster-General is coiuhuting a

pliilatelif- business in competition with dealers in legitimately used postage

stamps, he will discontinue the [)ractice.

"Sir Philip l''ysh—The following information has been supplied:

—

" I. (<i) The Melbourne oOice is not a i)hilaltli<- drpartnu-nt, hut sets of

current postage slaiuiis postmarked that iiave not been used in ihc
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ordinary course of business are sold, ib) The only sets on sale are

those from a halfpenny to five shillings in value, and the price is four

shillings. (<r) A recommendation has been made that sets of current

stamps, including those referred to, be sold at one pound per set, but

this has not yet been approved. {d) No such transaction has ever

taken place.

" 2. In accordance with the regulations of most of the States, sets of current

postage stamps (postmarked) are sold at prices fixed by the regulations.

The matter of the continuance of this practice is under consideration."

THE GERMAN PHILATELIC CONGRESS.

HE metropolis of the German Empire was this year the selected

rendezvous of this now hoary institution, and we are glad to hear that,

despite the abstention of some sections of Teutonic Philately, the Congress

was deemed thoroughly successful. Over a hundred gentlemen were present

at the initiatory meeting on September 6th, while the following day was

devoted to business functions, and September 8th to the reading of a

paper on "The Post in China," by Lieutenant J. Maus (whose collection

of these stamps is stated to have a value of iJ^3,50o), and on other subjects

of interest by Dr. Brendicke, and Herren Konig, Crome, and Sellschopp.

The usual and at least equally pleasant concomitant excursions, social func-

tions, and bourses were largely attended, while the National Collection in the

Reichs-Museum was visited by large numbers of members of the Congress

and their friends. The Congress for next year will be held for the first time

outside Germany, in Vienna, under the presidency of Herr Ritter de la

Renotiere, of that city, and will doubtless attract a very numerous attend-

ance in the beautiful capital of the Austrian Empire.

PORTUGUESE COLONIAL REMAINDERS.

|t has been reported that a large quantity of the postage stamps of

the Colonies would shortly be disposed of by public auction at

Lisbon. Information reaches Messrs. Bright and Son that the authorities

have altered their minds, and that the stamps will not be offered to dealers

and speculators in this manner. We understand that it has, however, not

yet been finally decided how the stamps are to be realised.

THE U.S. AND DANISH WEST INDIES.

HE practical completion of negotiations for the purchase of the Danish

West Indies by the United States, says the Metropolitan Philatelist,

is semi-officially confirmed in Washington. All that now remains to be

done to close up the deal is the ratification of the treaty by the Senate

and the voting of the necessary $3,500,000 by Congress. The terms and

articles of agreement have been agreed to. Of course the philatelic effect

has been discounted on reports given out in the papers, and nearly every
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collector has been industriously filling spaces the past six months, so that

this announcement will create no special boom in Danish West Indies.

However, it will be well for those who have not got in out of the wet (!)

to fill up on this country, as prices are lower than they ever will be

again.
^ .

A DISPLA Y OF HA WAIIANS.

R. Henry J. Crocker has recently given the Pacific Philatelic Society

of San Francisco an oppportunity to see what remarkable results

can be accomplished in the stamps of this popular country by a liberal

expenditure of time, labour, and money.

" Of the famous Missionaries ten copies grace the pages of Mr. Crocker's album.

These comprise four of the 13 c. of 1851— two of Die I. and two of Die II. ; one

5 c. of 185 1, Die I. ; three 5 c. on original covers, one Die I. and two Die II., 185 1
;

two 13 c. used together, showing both dies of this stamp. In the issue of 1853 are

single stamps in used and unused condition, shades, on original covers, different

papers, full sheets with the ' Specimen ' surcharge, proof of the 5 c. in black, and

two pairs of the 13 c. on medium paper. In the issue of the 2 c. of 1862 are

specimens on horizontally and on vertically laid paper, including a block of six on the

latter kind of paper. In the issue of 1864-71 there is a block of four 5 c, blue on

bluish, and a vertical pair of the 2 c, imperf All the stamps of this issue are shown

in pairs and blocks, with yellowish brown and with white gum. In the 1882 issue is

shown a strip of three 5 c, ultramarine, imperf horizontally. Among the 1882-3

issue is a 2 c, rose, imperf Of the 10 c, red-brown, provisional issue, red surcharge

(error), there is a block of four; and of the 6 c, green, same issue, black surcharge

(error), there is a block of fifteen. So far as known but fifty of each of these errors

of surcharge were issued. No less than 342 numerals are possessed by Mr. Crocker,

some few being duplicates.

"All who have seen his Hawaiians express the opinion that they are matchless

anywhere. His general collection is considered to be the best in the United States

at the present time."

Wc regret that this superb collection, for the description of which we
are indebted to Mckcel's Weekly, may not improbably change ownership

;

fortunately, however, Mr. Crocker will not allow it to be broken up, so

that it will still probably be available for inspection by those less favoured

in philatelic riches. It is curious that Mr. Crocker should not have acquired

the 2 c. Missionary, despite its great rarity.

A PiriT.ATELISTS VICISSITUDES.

NDKK the above heading wc extract a paragraph from the Standnrd
of Septeinljcr 27th, which is not without interest to the genera!

student of stamps. 'liic "gradual merging" is distinctly a good term, while

the bankrupt's opinion of the London philatelic higluvay and its denizens

is very naive.

"At the Liverpool Bankruptcy Court, yesterday, llcrtrnm Allen, a watrlimaker

and dealer in foreign stnmpK, came up for pulilic exan)ii)n(iuii, ami, in n ply to the
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Official Receiver, gave some interesting experiences of his dealings in the stamp
trade. One of the debts due to him was from Williams and Co., of Lima, Peru,

for stamps he had supplied. They had advertised very largely in all the philatelic

journals in Great Britain, and had got selections of stamps from himself and other

people, giving as references Messrs. Stanley Gibbons and Co. and other firms.

Having got a lot of stamps from all parts of the world, they 'did a bolt' with

the lot, and nobody had been able to get any satisfaction from them. The bankrupt'

further said he had begun as a collector of stamps, and had 'gradually merged'

into a dealer. He bought both from clerks in offices and from firms, paying from

3s. 6d. to los. per hundred stamps. He ' bought the mails.' It was now quite

a common practice for principals of firms to sell the foreign stamps they received

at their offices, stamps being no longer the perquisites of the office boys. Principals

took the proceeds, and used them for ' tobacco money ' or for charitable purposes.

There was now, the bankrupt added, great competition in the stamp business. There

were twenty-five or thirty firms of dealers in the Strand. He reckoned his profits

from the stamp trade at 25 per cent. The utmost he had paid for a collection

was ;^25o, this being four or five years ago, and he had sold it for ^^280 right away.

That was his most successful deal. He beHeved he could make money at the trade

now if he had capital. There was a good and profitable market for stamps. Buyers

were everywhere ; London was teeming with them."

^£bUtD0.

MESSRS. STANLEY GIBBONS' CATALOGUE.*

HE appearance of Part L of the Catalogue for 1902 was

assuredly unexpected by the public, and apparently hurried

forward by the publishers, as the new Catalogue bearing the

date 1902 was issued in September! We have on previous

occasions given vent to our editorial lament over the too

great redundancy and frequency of catalogue issuing, and we
still hold to the opinion that, both in the interests of dealers and collectors

alike, lists and prices require altering only at distinct intervals of time.

The question of prices is obviously the more changeful feature, and we are

strongly of opinion that nothing can be more harmful to all sections of the

philatelic community than a constant shifting of and tampering with values.

In the present instance there are many and striking alterations of prices

among the principal English Colonial stamps, notably in those of Australia,

and it remains to be seen whether these can be upheld, or whether they will

undergo the fate of the West Indians, which were rushed up so rapidly a few

years since and simply collapsed a few months after. If these catalogues

were issued weekly, or even monthly, they would be regarded simply as

quotations, and their constant variation would be viewed without apprehen-

sion, but in the case of so excellent a work as Messrs. Gibbons' Catalogue it

is taken as a standard, and in a great majority of instances its dicta are

taken as absolutely trustworthy. Any notable alterations of price, especially

* Price Catalogue. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, 391, Strand, London, W.C. ~ -
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relapses, have a deterrent and disturbing effect upon collectors, and we
maintain that both in this and other catalogues there is an increasing and

highly undesirable tendency to manipulate the values of stamps more in

accordance with their temporary appreciation than their permanent value.*

From a philatelic aspect the Catalogue is nearer perfection even than it

was before : in lucidity of arrangement, in clearness of description, in delinea-

tion of surcharges and watermarks, and in a large portion of its illustrations

there is practically nothing to be desired, nor is there any price catalogue in

the world that can excel or even, in our opinion, equal it. It is an open

secret that these books are the work of many heads, including some of the

very ablest Philatelists in the world, and throughout its pages this philatelic

ability stands revealed. The contents of this edition have somewhat in-

crea.sed in bulk owing to the inclusion of the Transvaal, Swazieland, and

Orange River Colony in the British Empire. The list of varieties in these

countries is somewhat alarming, the latest comer, the Boer provisionals

issued at Pietersburg, having over 100 varieties listed ! It is to be hoped, for

philatelic reasons as well as many others, that the Boer "government" may
soon lose its last spark of vitality ! The countries which have seemingly

undergone the most rewriting are those of the South African Colonies,

Madagascar, and Bechuanaland, while the later issues of Australia have also

been well revised.

In its general production the Catalogue preserves its former admirable

features, and we cannot award its publishers and compilers higher praise

than in making the assertion that it is so excellent that it will not require

any improvement for some years to come.

THE PARIS PHILATELIC CONGRESS AND
EXHIBITION OF igoaf

The Committee of Organisation have i.ssued in book form, extending

to some one hundred and twenty pages, an admirable pn'cis of the Paris

Pliilatclic Exhibition and Congress of 1900. Everything that transpired

in connection therewith is fully reported, and the future stamp historian

will have ample records of the last exhibition of the nineteenth century.

Some of the expressions of appreciation on the part of visitors and a few

other details might i)crhaps have been omitted, as they .seem a little

undignified in comparison with the other matter. The papers read at

the Congress will be found of an interesting nature, notably that in which

* Since llic forcfjoiiif:; w:is written we luive read Mr. Kwcn'.s crilicjue in \\\sJoiinial, nnd (luote his

remarks, wiiicli arc much to the point of our argument.

"The |)uhlishers of the Calalotjue scel< to disarm criticism of their prices by staling; tliat 'this is

a calaloyue of what we iiave for sale at liie lime of jjoinj; to press,' and of course anyone lias lcj;aily

tiic right to asU anything he liltcs for his goods. Morally, or even as a matter of policy, it is inadvis-

able to ask always as much as one would like to get. The average collector trusts n great deal to the

superior knowledge of the dealer, and expects that the prices asked for specimens will bear a close

relation to the true market values. As the prices given in Messrs. Stanley tiibbons' Colonial

Catalogue are almost universally accepted as reflecting the correct lelative maikel values, the ies|H>n-

sibility devolves on liiem of following the market rather than their own inclinntion in the matter of

valuation."— Kl).

t .S/iuh'es ami Afcinoirts of th* rhilnUlic CoHiftss and Notit oh tkt JnttrniitioHal rkitaltli-'

Exhibition 0/ Paris, igoo, Henri Duuchet, M<iricourt-rabl>L^ lutr Kibcniont-iur I'ancre, Somme, 1901.

118.^
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M. H. Douchet so ably advocates the establishment of a Postal Philatelic

Museum for the French nation. A number of excellent illustrations

embellish the work, including an admirable group, with key of names, of

the members participating in the Congress, and taken altogether it forms

an interesting memoir of the exhibition.

Itdtj %%%m%.

NOTES OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES.

(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

We do not profess to chronicle everything, hit, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the impoi-tant novelties may be included. Speculative stamps—i. e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in

this direction, by seitding copies of any official documettts relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intiyiiation of any new issue, acco7npanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such infor?>iation

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Bahamas.—The new pictorial stamp has

arrived, and Messrs. Bright and Son and

Whitfield King and Co. have shown us

specimens.

The stamp is large rectangular in shape,

watermarked Crown C C, and perf. 14.

The design is stated to be "The Queen's

Staircase," centre black and border in

carmine.

"Bahamas Postage" appears at top, with

value at foot and numerals in lower corners.

Adhesive.

id., pictorial, black and carmine ; Crown C C, and perf. 14.

Barbados.—It is reported that the only

values of the Jubilee stamps unsold are the

2jd., 8d., and 2s. 6d., and that these, or

what are left of them, will be destroyed

at the end of the current year. Collectors

cannot complain of short notice, and so

probably few stamps will be left for the

furnace.

British South Africa.—A vertical pair

of the current id., perforated all round, but

impei-f. between the two stamps, has been

received by the jM. J.
Adhesive, id., rose; part perf.

Kuriiman Besieged.—Having chronicled

the other Besieged stamps of South Africa,

we can hardly omit the Kuruman, the latest

known.

The M. J. describes these stamps, and we

gather that there are three varieties of sur-

charge, the third as No. 2, with the date in

KURUHAN
KUHDMAN
BESIEGED

2d
1900.1.

No. I.

BESIEGED.

POSTAGE

6d.

1900 1901

No. 2.

smaller figures. The original values in each

case have been increased by the overprint.

The following Cape Postal stamps have

received the surcharge No. i :

—

2d. on Jd., green.

3d. ,, |d. „
_

3d. ,, id., carmine.
IS. ,, id. ,,

The 3d., red on yellow, Cape fiscal, re-

ceives the overprint No. 2 and "6d.", and

this surcharge (No. 2) with the date " 1900-

1901 " in smaller figures may be found on

Cape fiscals as follows :

—

6d. on id., green on yellow.

Ts. ,, 6d., mauve ,,

5s. ,, IS. ,, white.

Our faith in these stamps is small indeed,

though, as our contemporary states, they

may have quite as much legitimate philatelic
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interest as some of the other South African

War products.

Ceylon.— Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co. write us as follows :

—

" We note that you have reproduced from
Stanley Gibbons' Monthly Journal the para-

graph stating that no Ceylon Service stamps
above the value of 75 c. have been issued.

We beg to point out that the Rs.1.12

stamp surcharged ' On Service ' has been
in use for some considerable time, and
we have a good many used ones in stock;

they are also quoted in Stanley Gibbons'
new Catalogue both used and unused. We
have heard nothing about any denominations
above Rs.1.12 with the surcharge."

A correspondent informs the M. J. that

the error "Five" for "Five," in the 5 c. on

15 c, occurred on the first stamp in the

sheet, and that there is another variety

with the "s" of "Cents" inverted, on the

second stamp in the last row, No. 56 on

the sheet.

Great BRiT.\iN.^The ^d. stamps with

the King's Head are now being printed,

and the imprimatur sheet was registered at

Somerset House on September 26th, so we

are told.

The following appears in Ewens Weekly

of October 5th :—

"The first stamp (|d.) of our King's Head
series for use in Great Britain has been
printed and the imprimatur sheet duly re-

corded and filed. The colour is a somewhat
sagy green ; the design, head loo/:iii<^ to

left in upright oval with curved label above
and rectangular lal)cl l)cl()w. The sheet is

similar in size to the current issue, consisting

of two jtanes of 120 each, with space Ijetwcen

panes filled in as at present ; control letter

A. For those who wish to keep a record

the writer is in a position to state that the

imprimatur sheet was dated 26th September,
1901. The expression ujjon Ills Majesty's

countenance is unlike tliat of any known
portrait and is by no moans comi)liincnlary,

being strongly suggestive of supercilious

contempt, a trait wliicii our King does not

possess. In view of this latter feature it

seems doubtful whether the new issue will

be received with much satisfaction."

A friend who has seen the stamps gives

us the following further particulars. On the

left of the oval is a branch of bay, and on

the riglit, one of o.'ik leaves. The inscription

in upper label, in small while sans-scrif caps,

"POSTAGE AND REVENUE"; on laijcl below,

"iiAi.i' I'KNNV," in small white Roman caps.

I'Ik; background is very deeply sliaded

round the face, throwing it in rilicf. 'I'hc

coioiu' is green, with :i tinge of blue. AI)ovc

the o\al is an imperial crown. The id. value

is similar in design to the ^d., colour deep

carmine on A\hite. It is possible that both

stamps will be issued on Nov. 9th this year.

India.—Hyderabad.—The authorities here

seem to be changing the colours of the stamps

gradually, and the M. J. reports the 4 annas

in olive-green. Our contemporary's corre-

spondent, however, states that, as far as he

can remember, he purchased the stamp at

the post office as far back as March, 1899.

Probably the supply has l^een held back

until the old stock of 4 annas was e.\hausted.

Adhesive. 4 annas, olive-green.

Jamaica.—The new id. Jamaica, with

view of Llandovery Falls, reaches us from

Messrs. Kirkpatrick and Pemberton.

We find the centre is printed in greenish

black, and the frame in a different shade of

red from its predecessor. Wmk. Crown CC
and perf 14.

Adhesive, id., red and greenish black, Llandovery Falls;

wmk. Crown C C, and perf. 14.

Newfoundland.— It is stated that the

Government will shortly issue a four cents

stamp of purple colour bearing an engraving

of the Duchess of York, in honour of the

royal visit.

North Borneo.—The 2 c. and 4 c. of

1900 were surcharged " Postage Due."

—

Metropolitan Philatelist.

Postage Due StaiiiJ>s. 2 cents, green and black.

4 ,, carmine ,,

Orange River Colony.—The Philatelic

Record has met with a variety of the id. of

the printing with level stops ; the figure

of \ alue is missing, while the " d " is placed

very much to the left.

This error must have occurred very early,

and have been quickly corrected.

It is reported by the .V. C. F. that a sheet

exists of the id. value surcharged "E.R.E."

instead of "E.R.I."
.•\dhcsivts.

Jd,, oraiiEe, with "\ " omitted and "d" out of iwsition.

id., purple; surchiirifcd " K.R.K." in place of "K.K.l."

St. Lucia. —The M., green, is now

printed from Plate 1\'., according to Eweti's

Weekly.

The shading of the face appears, it is

stated, to be a little clearer, probably owing

to the plate being quite new.

St. Vincent.- A correspondent t)f the

Af.J. states that he possesses the 51I. on 4d.

(No. 59 in the Catalogue) with the sur-

charge iloublcprintcd on one stamp only

in a bloik nf foiu'. A sin\ilar variety of
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this stamp is mentioned in the Handbook
by Napier and Bacon, but in that case it

was the first letter "e" of "pence" on the

third stamp from the left, in the bottom row

of a sheet, that was double-printed.

Seychelles.— Yet another provisional

has reached us from Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co. This time it is the lo cents

overprinted "3 cents," in black, with two bars

cancelhng the original value.

A dhesive.

3 cents on lo c, ultramarine and bistre ; black surcharge.

South Australia.—We have received

the current is. and 2s. stamps printed on

the wide S A and Crown paper.

We understand the old Star watermarked

paper is exhausted.

The new issue took place on August 30th.

Adhesives.

IS., brown, wmk. wide S A and Crown ; perf. iij.

as., carmine
,, ,, ,, ,, 12I.

Trinidad.—The new ^d., id., and is.

stamps refen'ed to on page 233 have arrived

in the island, but will not be issued until

the old stocks of these values are exhausted

—probably some time next year. Messrs.

Bright and Son gave us this information,

and also state that the type remains the

same, but the stamps are printed on

coloured papers. Ewen's Weekly gives the

colours as

—

Jd., green on white.
id., black on red.

IS., black, value blue, on yellow.

Eweiis Weekly also informs us that there

are two printings of the rare ids. Britannia.

In one the colours are pale green and dull

ultramarine, and in the other dark green

and deep blue. Both have marginal plate

number i.

Zanzibar.—Changes in the colours of the

I and 4^ annas have taken place, and the

issue of a one anna envelope of the current

type is announced.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send

specimens of the adhesives.

Adhesives. i anna, carmine.

4i annas, blue-black and red.

Envelope, i anna, carmine on white laid.

EUROPE.

Austria.— It is stated in the P./. G. B.

that the 5 heller adhesive has been seen with

diagonal Hues printed right across the sheets,

parts of three lines appearing on the face of

each stamp. The lines appear, writes our

contemporary, to be impressed with a light

brownish varnish or some such composition,

and have probably been added to prevent

cleaning. The whole set is expected to be

so treated. Adhesive.
5 heller, deep green, overprinted with diagonal lines.

Bulgaria.—The A. J. P. having reason

to suspect that the sheets of 5 s., orange.

Unpaid Letter stamps, might be found on

watermarked paper, procured a sheet, with

the following result.

The watermark, consisting of a Hon ram-

pant on a vertically lined shield surmounted

by a crown, with Bulgarian words above and

below the shield, covers portions of a block

of sixty stamps (ten rows of six).

Unpaid Letter Stamp.
5 s., orange, perforated, with wmk. as above

France.—From Mr. George Carion we
have received a specimen of the current 25 c,

blue, stamp, taken apparently from the bottom

row, which has escaped perforation at the

bottom. Quite a quarter of an inch of mar-

gin is shown.
Adhesive. 25 c, blue, current issue, imperf. at bottom.

Greece.—Morlefs P. J. reports the dis-

covery and possession of a copy of the lo 1.,

deep orange, with small head of Mercury,

Athens print, on laid paper.

Italy. — The 25 c. stamps surcharged

" I piastra I," etc., for use in La Canea

and Bengasi, reach us from Messrs. Whit-

field King and Co.

The overprint is in sans-serif type, in two

lines, in black.

Dr. Emilio Diena has kindly sent us a

copy of an official decree, from which we

are informed that on October ist this year

the following stamps— of which our corre-

spondent sends us a set—would be put into

circulation throughout the entire kingdom

of Italy, to complete the new set :—
Adhesives. 40 centesimi, dark brown.

45 ,, olive-green.

_

50 ,, purple (aniline).

1 lira, dark brown (centre) and grey.

5 lire, Berlin blue ( ,, ) and rose.

For Eritrea the present issue will remain

in circulation.

The 40, 45, 60 centesimi, and i and 5 lire

stamps of the old type will be available for

postage until September 30th, 1902, and may
be afterwards exchanged for the current

issue up to September 30th, 1903.

Servia.—The current 15, 20, and 25 p.

stamps on plain paper are reported per-

forated 11^.

The new S paras adhesive, mentioned on

page 213, reaches us from Messrs. Whitfield

King and Co., and we find it to be on white

wove paper, perf. 11^.
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Turkey.—The new 10 paras single and

reply post cards for the interior have now
been issued, according to the /. B. J.

Post Cards. lo paras, green on rose,

10+10 ,, „ »

AMERICA,
Chij.i.—The new 50 centavos turns out to

be of the current type.

COLOMIUAN Republic—Referring to the

provisional stamps mentioned on page 233,

we find from the A. /. P. that the i cent,

exists without surcharge, and the 2 cent,

are found imperforate, and imperf hori-

zontally only.

There has also been made a provisional

Registration stamp. It is, according to

Mekeel's, the 10 c. Colombian stamp of

current issue, with surcharge " R— Carta-

gena" in violet.

Adhesives.
1 cent., black, provisional ; without surcharge.
2 ,, black on rose, provisional ; imperf. horizontally.
2 „ ,, „ ,, imperf.

Registration Labet.
10 cent., brown on rose, violet surcharge.

AtiHoqicia.—We have just received from

a correspondent two new type-set provisional

stamps, one for regular postage and the

other a Too Late stamp. Both stamps

appear to be set up in blocks of four

varieties, and the latter is printed on laid

paper.

—

A. J. P.
Adhesive.

I c, carmine (four varieties), perforated
;
provisional issue.

Too Late Stamp.
2I c, violet (four varieties), perforated, white laid paper

;

provisional issue.

Panama.—The 10 centavos Registration

stamp now appears in red and is pcrf 11,

the M. C. informs us.

We have found pairs of the 5 and 10

centavos of 1887 issue imperforate verti-

cally.—yi./. P.
Adhesives.

S c, blue, of 1887; imperf, vertically,

10 c, yellow „ „ ,,

Registration Label, lo centavos, red; perf, ii.

Santaiidcr.—We have found in our slock

a pair of the i ccntuvo, of the current issue,

imperforate horizontally between.

—

A.J. P.

Adhesiiie.

I ccntuvu, black on green, of i6i;9; ijjipeif. huri^onlally.

Tolima. —We have the 5 centavos, of the

current issue, perforated both 12 and ij^.

—

A- J- I'- Adhesives.

J ccntavo», vcriiiiliuii, current iuuc
;
pcrf. ii.

5 ti II II II '31*

Peru.—A new letter card has been issued,

slates the M. C.

There arc two varieties : lirst, on while

card, willi portr;iil in clear bhie-grey ; and

second, on yclltjwer cart.!, with iiinii.iii

snuulgily printed in black.

Llllir Card. 3 cailtavo*, red ; two vuilgllm.

OTHER COUNTRIES.
Azores.—The M.J. has received a hori-

zontal pair, postmarked, of the 5 reis Vasco

da Gama labels, perf all round, but imperf.

between the two stamps.
Adhesive. 5 reis, vermilion ; part perforated.

Canton {French Post Offices).—To the set

of stamps given on page 234 must be added

the 15 centimes, grey on pale grey. Only a

few of the 1 5 centimes, blue, were available

for overprinting.

Adhesive. 15 centimes, grey on pale grey.

China {French Post Offices).— It is re-

ported that the set of French Unpaid stamps

has been surcharged "Chine" for use here.

Unpaid Stamps.
5 c

,
pale blue, surcharged "Chine," in carmine.

10 c, pale brown ,, ,, ,,

IS c, pale green ,, ,, ,,

30 c, rose ,, ,, black.

50 c, blue ,, ,, ,,

Mr, George Carion sends us a specimen of

the I franc, olive-green, with double sur-

charge "Chine," in black. It is stated that

only one sheet of 1 50 escaped detection and

was issued.

Adlicsive. I franc, olive-green, with "Chine" doubly
surcharged, in black.

Congo.—The 5 c, blue and black, has

been found perf 12A all round, and also

1 2\ X 14.

—

Morlefs P. J.

Dutch Colonies.—Some varieties have

been discovered, and the M. J. publishes

the following :

—

" Curai^ao.— Mr. Gordon Smith has seen
the following varieties :

—

issue 0/ iSj3. Per/. \t\X\2.
10 c, ultramarine.

Unpaid Letter Stamp. Currtiit typt.

20 c, green ; variety I.

Dutch Indies.— From the same source wc
hear of the following :

—

Issue 0/ 1887. Per/, jaj.

25 c , reddish purple.

Unpaid Letter .Stamp. Current type.

30 c , dull red ; variety I.

Surinam.—Also the i\ c. on 50 c. (No.

54 in the Catalogue) with double surcharge."

PiiiLiri'iNE Islands.—We understand

from the A.J. P. that the 4 c, 6 c, and 8 c.

])ostals, and 3 c. Unpaid Lcltcr stanip, of die

U.S.A. have now been issued surcharged

"Philippines." ,,,««/„„.

4 c, ru>e-browii, lUrcliurKed " Philippines."

c , lake ,1 ,,

B c, puce ,, ,1

Unpaid Letter Stamp.
3 c, deep clurcl, surcliur^cd " IMiilippincs."

PoKTUouESE India.—A recent discovery

in the stamps of this Colony is the pro-

visional issue of liand-stainpcd sniili.iigc

showing the figure invcrlcd on 200 reis

Seri'iiO I'oslitl series, Gibbons' No. 27.

'I'lie stamp in i|nestion in a useil copy bc.ir-

ing tlic Diu postmark —Philaltlic JoiirHiil

i>/ India.
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lljilateltc ^atuim ^nixnp.

//on. President—^ . }3. Avery.

President—R. HoLLiCK.

Vicc-PrcsiduiUs—T. W. Peck. W. Pi.mh.

Cofujnittee—
P. T. Deakin. C. a. Stephenson.
W. S. Vaughton. W. F. Wadams.

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer—
G. Johnson, b.a., 208, Birchfield Road, Birmingham.

The Annual Meeting was held on October 3rd.

The election of the following members was con-

firmed : Rev. F. J. Williams, Messrs. H. Savile,

W. M. Gray, A. G. M. Dickson. The following

were unanimously elected members : Messrs. G.

Owen Wheeler, L. E. Bradbury, C. T. Reed,

A. H. Dingwall, H. Grindall, W. E. White,

H. B. Bilbrough, A. Gisborne. It was unani-

mously decided to approve the recommendation
of the Committee that a permanent collection of

stamps be formed for reference at meetings, etc.,

and every member present promised to contribute.

The Society and the Hon. Secretary were
accorded a series of congratulations on the re-

markable and valuable additions made to the

library during the past year, additions which it

would be very difficult indeed to duplicate. Fur-

ther particulars of the above items will be found

in the Annual Report, of which 4,000 copies

were ordered to be printed, and which should be

in the members' hands about October i6th.

The officers for the ensuing session were elected

as above.

The programme was approved as follows :

—

igoi.

Oct. 17. Stamps of Great Britain and Colonies; Sale and
Exchange ; Display of Society's Forgery Col-
lection.

Nov. 5. Display of " Great Britain and African Colonies.'

W. B. Avery.
,, 21. Discussion, "Great Britain— Line-engraved

Stamps," by Mr. R. HoLLiCK and others, fol-

lowed by Display of Nev/ Issues by Members,
and Exchange.

Dec. 5. Auction.

Z902*

Jan. 9. Discussion, "Great Britain—Embossed Stamps."
Paper, "Tonga." T. W. Peck.

„ 14, 15, i6, 17. Exhibition.
Feb. 6. Lantern Display. J. A. Margoschis.

,, 27, 28. Auction.
Mar. 6. Display, "Great Britain." J. Steele-Higgins.

,, 20. Discussion, "De la Rue Plate Nos., 2jd. to is."

G. Johnson.
,, ,, Display, " Ceylon." W. S. Vaughtcn.

Apr. 10. Discussion, " Great Britain—High Values and
Recent Issues." C. A. Stephenson.

,, ',, Display, "Cyprus, Gibraltar, Malta." W. Pimm.
May I. R&umi of " Great Britain."

Oct. 2. Annual Meeting.

All meetings will be held at 208, Birchfield Road.
All the meetings are on Thursdays, except on November

5th, which is Tuesday.

The balance-sheet, which had been audited

and found correct, showing a balance in hand of

^^50 17s. 7id., was approved. It may be men-
tioned that in addition to the very valuable

gifts which have been made to the library during
the past year, ;^4I 19s. 6d. had been spent on it.

At the suggestion of Mr. W. Scott, a discussion

took place on the 50 per cent, rule, with the

idea of substituting net prices in the exchange

packets. Mr. Scott, in his letter, and some of

the members present, for the sake of fully dis-

cussing the matter, raked up everything plausible

and otherwise in favour of net prices. But at

the end it was unanimously decided to keep to

the 50 per cent, rule, the Committee emphasising

it by the expression of opinion that no one who
had had any experience of the inner working of a

big exchange would ever think of giving up the

rule and adopting net prices, and that the

advantages of the 50 per cent, system were over-

whelming compared with any seeming disad-

vantages. It does not say 50 per cent, off

catalogue, but off prices asked, and is th.e only

legal method of applying the lever for prompt
payment. Although some of us may like full

catalogue for poor specimens, and would prefer

net prices so that they may be less noticeable, it

may be taken for granted that if ever the 50
per cent, rule becomes unworkable, the Exchange
Club as a "popular institution" will be doomed,
to the loss of dealer and collector alike.

The First General Meeting of the season was
held at Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C., on
Tuesday, October 1st, 1901, at 7 p.m.

Present : Messrs. G. Haynes, Franz Reichen-

heim, J. C. Sidebotham, W. G. Cool, W.
Simpson, L. E. Bradbury, W. A. Bois, W.
Jacoby, R. Meyer, R. Frentzel, Burton F. J.

Cooper, L. S. Charlick, L Magnee, H. Wills,

Charles P. Sisley, Fred J. Melville, F. W.
Mellor, Robert Ehrenbach, A. G. Wane, W. A.
Boyes, A. G. Haynes, D. Thomson, M. P. Castle,

C. R. Sutherland, and H. A. Slade.

The following were elected as ordinary mem-
bers of the Society : R. Blenkinsop, R. Raikes
Bromage, H. L. Hayman, H. J. Bilborough,

B. F. J. Cooper, C. L. Fagan, and A. G.
Haynes.

Donations to the Forgery Book were received

from Messrs. R. Raikes Bromage and F. Grove
Powell.

Mr. G. Haynes signified that it would give him
great pleasure to welcome and entertain the

members at The Grange, St. Albans, at a

Summer Meeting to be held in May or June
of next year.

At the conclusion of routine business Mr.
Haynes vacated the chair in favour of Mr. M. P.

Castle, who delivered a most interesting and in-

structive discourse on some of the early issues of

Australia, illustrating his remarks with specimens

from his own collection. Space forbids inore

than the briefest reference, but amongst the

stamps displayed may be mentioned a fine selec-

tion of Tasmania id., blue, early impressions;

a series of 2d. Sydney Views, showing the gradual

wear of the plate ; a pair of West Australians, 2d.,
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1857 issue, lightly postmarked ; a perfect used
copy 2d. Victoria (S. G.'s Catalogue No. 7),

on original ; an enviable collection of New
Zealand 1856, Colonial print, blue and white
papers ; New Zealand, pehire, with postmark
i860, antedating 1862 issue by two years; and
many other rarities.

With regard to the stamps of New Zealand,
the Chairman called attention to the difficulty

in fixing exact dates for the blue and white
papers, and was of opinion that the imperforate

and rouletted varieties were in use at the same
time. He also commented on the fact that it

was impossible for the Philatelist of moderate
means to attempt to form a complete unused col-

lection of Australia, and insisted that used varie-

ties were quite as interesting, and perhaps called

for more discrimination and knowledge in their

collection. They certainly helped to solve many
vexed questions as to dates of issue, etc.

In response to a hearty vote of thanks, Mr.
Castle complimented the Society on its progress,

and in expressing his pleasure at being able to

attend the opening meeting, promised to assist

the Society on some future occasion. Discussion
and private exchange followed, and the meeting
terminated at 9.10 p.m.

H, A. Slade, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

Suburban ^tamp (Birljang^

ChilT.

Tiiic June packets have returned from circulation,

and accounts were settled and sheets were returned

with the least possilile delay. Sales amounted to

;£'i43 2s. 7d.— a very satisfactory average.

Three [jackets, containing 139 sheets, valued in

the aggregate at ^I,6l6 4s. 2d., were made uj)

and despatched on the September circuit by the

25th. While no great rarities were submilled,

there were fine selections of medium and rare

stamps from which to choose—especially in obso-

lete Europeans and Australians—and good sales

should result. There is a great demand just now
for all classes of stamps in perfect condition, and
members who have duplicates to dispose of should

hasten to avail themselves of the opportunity.

Many good buying members have lately joined,

and the better the stamps the better the sales.

Since the last report twenty-one applications

for membership have been received and fourteen

accepted. To avoid unpleasantness and delay,

it should be borne in mind that references should

accompany every application : the welfare of the

club and the value of the packets demand that great

care be exercised as to the election of memljers.

Ladies and non-contributors are welcomed. The
time allowed for the circulation of anyone packet

is limited to thirteen weeks. Club sheets should

always be used and will be supplied by the

Secretary on demand.

H. A. Slade, Secretary.
I.N'CLESiDE, St. Albans.

%Mt (EoUcrtors' O^luli.

351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The seventieth meeting of the Board of Gov-
ernors was held at the Club-house on Monday
evening, September 9th, 1901. Present:

—

Messrs. Andreini, Lufl', Scott, and Perrin. In

the absence of the President, the Vice-President

called the meeting to order at 8.30 p.m. A
number of communications were read by the

Secretary. The Treasurer's Report, showing a

cash balance in bank of $279.98, exclusive of

.f>i,ooo bond, was approved as read. House
Committee report read. Adjourned at 9.45 p.m.

Alhert Perri.n, Secretary.

Clovvciiponlicnc^.

Communications.—All communications of Philatelic matters and Puhlications for Review should

be addressed to the Editor of The Lonuon Phii.atki.i.st, Kingston Lodge, Richmond Place,

Brighton,

Auvertiskment.s should be sent to Mu. A. Churchii.i. Emerson (Advertising Department), Klling-

ham House, Arundel Street, London, W.C.

SuiiscRii'TiONs.

—

The London Phii.atei.ist will be sent, post-free in Great Jiriiain or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of 6s. (!?i,So). .Subscribers' remittances should

be sent to Mr. A. CiiURCHii.i, Emerson, Eikini;ham House, Akunoei. StRKur, Stranu,

London, W.C.

AN APPEAL TO THE CHUONICLEKS.

To tlie tulilor oj l/it " l.oniion riiilnttliil."

Manchbstkr, Wis.,

Sept. vjth, 1 90 1.

Dkak Sir, - Perhaps you may l)e able to find

roiiiii for the inserlinu in the I ondon I'hilattlisI

of llii- en('liis('(l iippeal lu liu- edili>rs nf \\w New
Ihhui's columns, i'leasc do not coiisiiirr it 11 ic-

Hectiun upon anyone, Imt merely the |H:lititin of

un interested student uf philatelic litctuture.

I remiiin,

Yours very respecl fully,

(Kev.) k. U. T11IKI.K.

It is an indidiitidile fuel that Pliilnlely is more
and nunc bcin^ pliu-ed on u scieiililir Imsis.

Years iij;ii llie iii||i'ti<ir'> iiini was lo iir<|uiie the

i;rcutcst pu^^illle iiunit>cr of N(tini|>N >'l cxoiic
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countries ; at the present time your true collector

is the one who considers his stamps as accessories

of what the German calls Kidturgeschichte, that

is the history of civilisation, who loves them for

the light they throw upon the development of

human culture and human intercourse. For this

reason the true collector is not content with

amassing stamps and bragging about their rarity,

but wants to know all about them : about their

raison d'etre, their purpose, their manufacture,
and the like. This has been recognised by the

indefatigable gentlemen who keep us in touch
with the movement of the philatelic world, the

chroniclers of new issues in our philatelic papers.

When one compares the chronicle of the present

day with that of fifteen or twenty years ago, one
cannot help being struck by the amount of in-

formation now given in the chronicles of which
no one thought at that time. Where the old-

time list of new issues would read like this

—

TuiBuCTOo.—A new set has been issued here of changed
design. We list

—

1 cowrie, blue.

2 ,, yellow.

S „ red.

lo ,, green.

the new-Style chronicle would read something
after this style

—

_
TiMBUCTOO.—A new set has appeared here. The de-

signs were furnished by the celebrated painter, Sir Edward
Pointer, r.a. , and the stamps were made at the famous
establishment of Messrs. Highwater and Sons, of London.
They are executed in taille- douce engraving on white
\yove paper, wmk. a dollar mark, perf. 14J X 12^. We

1 cowrie, milky blue.
2 ,, apple-green.

5 ,, rose, vermilion.
10 ,, saffron.

Quite an improvement, as the veriest scoffer must
be prone to admit.

You may ask, "Well, what more do you
want? What is your appeal about?" And I

answer. With all their excellencies our lists of
new issues are still far from perfect. In the
course of considerable writing for the philatelic

Press I have had occasion very often to refer to

them here and there, as all writers of experience
will know without being told. And all such
writers will likewise know the disappointment to

which one is subjected so frequently when the
lists give no information whatever on just those
points on which one seeks to be enlightened.
Now this cannot be avoided or remedied for the
past. But why not do so for the future ? Where-
fore this appeal to the chronicling fraternity. My
idea is that at the time of issue of a new stamp or
set of stamps it is usually easy to obtain informa-
tion about its genesis which later on is often
very difficult to obtain. The daily Press, Post
Ofiice notices, personal information, and similar
sources would then be much more easily available
than after the lapse of years, when much has
been forgotten and much must laboriously be
dug up from official documents—let alone that
the latter are not nearly always available. There-

fore, to answer to my ideas, the properly scientific

and thorough chronicle of new issues should give

us the following information about a new issue :

—

1. The reason for the issue : change of rate, new
postal conventions, new ruler, etc. , etc.

2. Preliminaries : prize competitions, designs,

essays, call for proposals, etc.

3. Designer and source of design : adaptation of

previous design, paintings, statuary, photo-

graphs, etc.

4. Engraver of die and process of engraving

:

proofs, etc.

5. Printing firm and process employed : manu-
facture of plates, manufacture of paper,

arrangement of plates, printing, perfora-

tion, gumming, etc.

6. Official decrees, laws, notices, etc., relative to

introduction.

7. Statistics : number of plates, quantity of first

printing, cost of manufacture, etc.

8. Information, where available, as to retirement

and disposal of previous issue.

Do you not think, if our lists of new issues

contained all the above, they would be veritable

storehouses of information ?

To be sure, not every list could possibly be as

exhaustive as this, as the space available would
forbid it, nor would every chronicler be in a

position to command all this information. But
there are a few that well could render this service.

Let the chroniclers of a few of the first-class

papers do this, and then our chronicles would be
of service to all. I hope that none of the present

chroniclers will take these remarks amiss. Their
work is hard, and appreciated but little. But
would it not be appreciated more if my appeal

bore fruit ?

[We have every sympathy with the Rev. R. R.
Thiele's views as to the due safeguarding of the

future interests of philatelic literature, but we fear

that the inclusion of the elaborate history of all

new issues is beyond the powers or indeed the

legitimate scope of ordinary stamp journals. As
clearly indicated in our columns, the London
Philatelisl does not profess to make an exhaustive

list of all new issues, but only those more pro-

minent or of especial interest. The only people

who are occasionally in a position to acquire such

information as Mr. Thiele desires are dealers who
have correspondents in most places abroad, and
this has been for many years evidenced in the

case of the now (alas !) defunct Timbre- Foste,

whose novelty list was always most comprehen-
sive, and frequently included the decrees, etc.,

that our correspondent desires. The new issues in

Stanley Gibbons' MonthlyJournal also frequently

embrace official decrees,and constitute undoubtedly

the best and fullest list of new is.sues in the phila-

telic world, due doubtless to the great abilities of

its editor, but impossible without the world-wide

ramifications of an extensive business.

—

Ed.]

<=-^
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Note.— Unde)" this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

Thic Auction Season has opened with
remarkable vigour, two or three important sales

having already taken place. Messrs. Putiick and
Simpson's total of CzfilZ on October ist is

almost a record; and at the sale of the isth by
the same firm remarkably good prices were
attained.

* * *

Messrs. Bright and Son inform us that they
have taken temporary premises at 151, Strand,

and towards the end of this month most of the

firm's staff and stock will have been removed
from their old quarters. The whole of No. 164,

Strand, will be rebuilt at a cost to Messrs. Bright

and Son of nearly ^^4,000, but, as our enterprising

friends have secured an eighty years' lease on the

new building, we have no hesitation in predicting

the venture a safe one. The shop portion of

No. 164, Strand, will probably be open for about
a month hence.

* * *

Messrs. VENTONt, Bull, and Cooper's sale

of September 26th and 27th.

* Unuicd. Ji s. it.

Great Britain, id., black, V.K.* . -750
Ditto, id., red, imperf., Plate 116,*

mint . , ..280
Ditto, 3d., carmine, with secret mark,

imperf. . . . . 2 10 O
Ditto, 6d. , Plate 6, Emblems,* with

gum . . . .330
Ditto, 8d., brown-lilac,* with gum .330
Ditto, IS., green, with hairlines, im-

perf.* , . ..300
Ditto, 23., brown,* mint, ^'5 los. & 5 10 o
Ditto, 2s., dull blue,* full gum .200
Ditto, 2s., deep blue,* ditto . .350
Ditto, 2s., pale blue,* ditto . . 2 10 o

Spain, 2 reales, 1851,* no gum . . 14 15 O

Ceylon, 2 rupees 50 c.,* full gum .400
Ditto, complcle set of envelopes,*

entire . . ..480
Straits Settlements, 10 c. on 30 c. , claret,

(Jibbons' 37,* full gum . .300
Ditto, 2 c. on 12 c, blue, Gibbons'

66,* with gum , , .250
British Central Africa, ist issue, C^o,

brown, unused, mint . .9150
Ditto, .1^25, blue, oblong design, un-

used, mint . . ..400
Orange I'rce Slate, 1878 lyoo, (xl.,

blue, block of four,* mint . . 8 10 O
Dillo,V.K.I., jjil., itl., 2d., sjd., 31I.,

4d., 6(1., carmine, 6(1., blue, and

Ss., block of (our of each,* mini . 10 o o
Ditto, 6d., carmine, block uf six,*

mini , . . . 5 15 o

C s. d.

Mafeking, set of nine varieties, on pieces 3 15 o

Newfoundland, 6id., carmine,* cut close 3 12 6

British Guiana, 1852, I c, black on
magenta, a trifle thinned at back
but fine, with good margins all

round . . . . 2 15 o
Ditto, 1862, provisionals, I c, black

on rose, an entire unused and un-

signed sheet of twenty-four with

gum, comprising twelve with border

of crossed ovals, eight with pearl

border, and four with border of

grapes, extremely rare . . 44 o o

British Honduras, 6d., yellow,* full gum 220
New South Wales, 2d., blue, stars in

corners, the error " WAEES " .200
Collections, 2,570, ^^24 los. ; 2,362,

£Zl ; and 3,437, ;i^i4 los.

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson's sale of

October 1st to 4th.
* Umistii.

Austria, Mercury, 6 kr., yellow,* full

gum . . . .900
Ditto, ditto, 30 kr., rose, on entire . 8 10 o

Austrian Italy, 1850, 15c., red, on laid

paper, a pair . . .8150
Belgium, 5 fcs., red-brown, fine block

of ten,* mint . . . 7 10 o

Bremen, 1867, 7 grotc, black on yellow,

on entire . . . .5150
Bulgaria, 1882, 5 s., rose, error,* mint <) o o

Ditto, ditto, ditto, used on piece . 8 o o

Finland, 1S66, 10 p., jiurple • brown,
error," mint . . • 5 5 o

Ditto, 1867-70, 8 p., black on green,

perf. loj . . . . 16 o o
Ditto, 1897, 3i roul)les, black and

yellow, error . . . 30 o O

l'"rance, I f. , orange,* no gum . . 8 15 o
Ditto, ditto, used . . • 5 5 ^^

Ditto, 1S72 5, 15 c., bistre on rose,

error, with 10 c. , se t<nttnt,' mint 13 00
Ditto, 1S77 (), Type 2, I c, black on

Prussian blue, pair,* mint . . 5 10 O

tircal Britain, id., black, \'.K.,' no
gum . . . S IS o

Mecklcnburg-Schwcrin, 1S64, roulclted

\ hcli., dotted bitckground, vertical

[uiir, on piece . . .700
Naples, ^ lor., Arms , . 10 o o

Ditto, 4 lor., Cross," no gum . .750
I'aiMui, 1S54, s c, Diungcycllow,* mint S 1$ o

Ditto, ditto, 15 c, red, ditto . .400
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Moldavia, 1854, 27 paras

.

. . 29
Ditto^ ditto, 54 paras* . . 25
Ditto, ditto, ditto, used, slightly

thinned . . . .10
Ditto, ditto, 8 r paras,* nearly full gum 220
Ditto, ditto, 108 paras* . . 50
Ditto, ditto, ditto, used . . 28

Roumania, 5 paras, black, entire sheet II

Saxony, 1850, 3 pf., red,* slightly thinned 4
Ditto, ditto, ditto, pair, used
Ditto, 1851, i ngr., black bbic

error,* with gum
Spain, 3 cuartos, bronze,* with gum

Ditto, 1851, 2 reales, red,* no gum
Ditto, 1852, ditto,* part gum .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, used
Ditto, 1853, ditto,* part gum .

Ditto, 1854, I real, light blue, small

tear

Ditto, 1865, 12 c. , blue and rose, in

verted centre, on piece

Sweden, error "Tretio,"* part gum
Geneva,5 + S c, yellow-green,* rejoined

Ditto, ditto, used, cut close

Vaud, 4 c. , on entire

Winterthur, 2.\ r., pair, on entire

Zurich, 4r., Type I, vertical lines, two
small tears

Ditto, ditto. Type 2, vertical lines

small tear . . .

Ditto, ditto, Type 4, horizontal lines

Tuscany, 60 crazie,* part gum
Ditto, ditto, used, cut close at right

Ditto, I soldo, yellow,* part gum
Ditto, 3 lire,* little cut into at top

and right side

Ditto, ditto, used, slightly cut into at

left

Wurtemberg, 70 kr. , block of four, one
stamp pinholed

Ditto, 1875-9, 2 marks, yellow,

mint
Ditto, ditto, ditto, vermilion,* mint

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf ,* but nicked
and slightly discoloured

Ditto, 8d. , brown, imperf., on entire

Ditto, IS., lilac, imperf.,* no gum
Ditto, 8d., brown, perf.,* with gum
Ditto, 2 r. 50 c.,* mint

Labuan, 12 c, carmine .

Cape of Good Hope, id., scarlet, wood
block

Ditto, ditto, ditto

Ditto, ditto, ditto

Ditto, id., blue (error), wood block
Ditto, 4d., dark blue, wood block
Ditto, ditto, ditto

Ditto, ditto, ditto, on entire

Lagos, 5s., blue,* mint .

Ditto, los. , lilac-brown

Mauritius, 1848, id., orange, medium
early,* nearly full gum

Ditto, 2d., blue, "Penoe," early

Ditto, 1859, 2d., blue, large fillet,

two fine copies on entire

Ditto, 1854, Britannia, fourpence
black and green,* no gum

Natal, 1869-74, 3d., blue, in tall caps,

mint
Ditto, ditto, ditto, "POSTAGE,

\2\ mm.,* no gum .

44

12

13

9

7

7

S

II

15

10

17

5

15
6

5

40

33

5

5

10

II

6

6
6

6

5

5

37

7

5
6

27

J. d.

5

10

10

10

9

5

IS

10

IS

10

5

15

5
10

S

10

IS

10

5

10

5

10

10

10

IS
6

S
8

10

IS

7

61

7

8 8

6 S

36

9

45
6 10

5

7 s

10 10

28 10

14 10

6 10

15

10 5

36
15

13
16 .5

6
8 10

12 S

II

Sierra Leone, 1883, 4d., blue, C.A.,*
mint

Canada, I2d., black,* with gum .

Ditto, 72d., green,* mint

New Brunswick, 6d., yellow,* nearly

full gum .

Ditto, ditto,* no gum ,

Ditto, IS., mauve,* no gum
Ditto, ditto, used, small pinhole

Newfoundland, 2d., scarlet,* part gum
slight thinning

Ditto, 4d., ditto

Ditto, 6d., ditto, no margins .

Ditto, 6^d., ditto,* part gum .

Ditto, 62d. , ditto, very large margins
used . . .

Ditto, IS. , ditto,* no gum
Ditto, IS., ditto, used .

Ditto, 4d., orange,* no gum
Ditto, IS., ditto, used .

Nova Scotia, 6d., dark green,* no gum 10

Ditto, IS., purple,* ditto

Ditto, IS., dark purple, used .

Ditto, IS., purple, ditto

Ditto, IS., violet, ditto .

U.S.A., 1868, with grille, 90 c, blue

block of six

Ditto, " State," $10,* no gum .

Ditto, 1875-94, Newspaper stamps
the set complete,* and used .

Ditto, 1895, ditto, ditto, without
watermark, the set, originals*

Barbados, 1859, 6d., rose-red, imperf.,

pair,* no gum . . . 8 10 O
Ditto, 1870, id., blue, Large Star,

rough perf.,* mint
Ditto, ditto, IS., black, ditto .

Ditto, 1872, ^d. , blue-green, pair.

perf. 11-13 X 14J-15J,* mint
Ditto, 1875-8, wnik. CC, 4d., car

mine, perf 14 x 12J, pair,* mint

Grenada, 1888-90, 4 on 2s., upright "D
Montserrat, 1884-5, 4^-) blue,* mint

Nevis, 1867, IS., yellow-green,* no gum 13
Ditto, 1878, perf. 15, 6d., grey, litho,*

mint . ...
Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, used .

Ditto, ditto, IS., deep green, sheet

of twelve . ...
Ditto, 1882-6, 6d., green,* mint

St. Vincent, 1871-7, is., vermilion,*

mint . ...
Ditto, 5s., rose-red,* no gum .

Ditto, 4d. on is., vermilion,* mint .

Ditto, 1885, CA, 4d., red-brown,*
mint . ...

Tobago, 1882-4, CA, 6d., stone,* ditto

Trinidad, 1859-63, perf, 13, is., bright

mauve* . . . .

Virgin Islajids, 1888, 4d. on is., entire

sheet of twenty

British Guiana, 1 850, 4 c. , orange-yellow,
cut octagonally

Ditto, ditto, 8 c, green, cut round,
little torn . ...

Ditto, ditto, 12 c, blue, ditto,* with
gum, and unsigned

Ditto, ditto, ditto, cut octagonally .

Ditto, 1852, I c, magenta,* no gum
Ditto, ditto, 4 c , blue, used, close

on two sides . . 4 15 o

16

4 15

S

14

7

6

13

4
4

10

14

4 12 6

6

9
IS

5

7 6

4 10

4 10

13

16

35

5

10

6
8
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£. s. d.

12 6
o o

o o

5 o
o o

o o

6 15

8 10

50

10 10

6 10

'S

6 6

4 17 6

16

5 '5

5 12 6

6

14 10

7

British Guiana, 1853, I c, vermilion

no gum . . • • 5

Ditto, 1856, 4 c, magenta, very fine 9
Ditto, 1862, I c, pink, full roulettes.

No. 21 . . . . 6

Ditto, ditto, 2 c.
,
yellow, ditto. No. 22 8

Ditto, ditto, 4 c, blue, ditto. No. 2 10

Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, No. 6, slightly

thinned . . . . 7

Ditto, ditto, ditto,* with gum, very

slightly thinned, and no roulettes

at side, No. 11 .

Buenos Ayres, 4 pesos, red

Hawaii, 1 85 1, 5 c, blue, a little repaired 50
Ditto, 1853, 5 c, blue, on medium

paper, an entire sheet of twenty .

New South Wales, 1855, 5d., green,

imperf.,* with gum .

Ditto, ditto, 8d., yellow, ditto,* part

gum . ...
New Zealand, 1855, id., red, blue

paper, pair

Ditto, 1862-3, 2d., lilac-blue, pelure

paper,* small cut at left

Queensland, i860, 2d., blue, imperf,
strip of three

South Australia, 1867-70, 4d., purple,*

part gum, no roulettes at right

Ditto, ditto, lod., blue on yellow,*

no gum . ...
Tasmania, 1853, id., blue, vertical pair

Ditto, 1856-7, 2d., emerald-green,*
no gum . . . .

Victoria, 1862, 6d., orange
Ditto, 1868-81, 5s., blue on yellow,*

no gum . . . • 9 5 o

Western Australia, 1857, 2d., brown on
red, rouletted at top and bottom
only . . . . 6

Ditto, 1861-2, wmk. Swan, rough

perf., 2d., blue* . . .10

The 902 lots of this fine sale realised a

total of;i;3,633 17s. 6d.

Messrs. Pi.umkidgk and Co.

Sale of October 8th and 9th.

All unused.

Barbados, 1873, Small Star, perf 14,

5s., no gum
British Columbia, 10 c, perf. 14, mint

Ditto, 5 c, perf. 12^, mint

Ditto, 10 c, ditlo, ditto

British (niiana, 1882, 2 c, black on
yellow

—

withotil "Specimen''

Buenos Ayres, 4 p., scarlet, no ^;uni

Cape of Good H<)i)e, id., brick-red on
blued, no gum

Ditto, 4(1,, blue, (lillo, ditto

Dillo, IS., dark green, no gum
Ditlo, id., red, wood block, fair

Ceylon, lod., vennilinii, impi 1 f, minulc

tear, lull gum
Cyprus, 1st issue, Jd., rose, I'lale 19,

badly perf.

Ditto, ]»., green, willi gum
Great Britain, V.l\., id., black, mini,

block of twelve

Imlia, lS<>6, Service, 2 11., purple, mini

Dillo, dilto, dillo, 4 II., dillo, dillo .

O O

o o

2 8

2 6

I 12

2

9

2 4
I 6
2 10

2 10

o o

1 <) I)

I •1 (1

Hi I)

2

S 7 b

^ s. d.

Labuan, 8 on 12 c, carmine, S. G.

No. 10 . . . .160
Ditto, 12 c, carmine, CC, 14, mint, i 10 o

Ditto, 8 c. on 12 c, carmine, S. G.

No. 14 . . . .110
Lagos, IS., orange, CC, 14, with gum 300
Mauritius, "Post Paid," id., red on

bluish, late plate . . . 2 10 o

Modena, 40 c., S. G. No. 24, mint .200
Ditto, 15 c., ditto. No. 81 . .150
Ditto, 80 c, ditto. No. 83, mint .1160

Nevis, perf 15, lilho, 4d., orange, mint,

horizontal pair, Nos. 11 and 12 .900
Newfoundland, 6id., carmine . -75°
New South Wales, i860, perf 12, 6d.,

purple, full gum . . .170
Niger Coast, Halfpenny, in violet, on

2d.,S. G. No. 12, mint . .220
Ditto, ditto, in green, on 2^., S. G.

No. 13, mint . . .180
Ditto, ditto, in blue, on 2^d., S. G.

No. 15a, mint . . .190
Ditto, ditto, in vermilion, on 2jd.,

S. G. No. 14, mint . . .110
Ditto, ditto, in carmine, on 27jd.,

S. G. No. 15, mint . . .1120
Ditto, Half Penny, in vermilion, on

a^d., S. G. No. 18, mint . . o 18 o

Ditto, ditto, in green, on 2M., S. G.

No. 20, mint . . . I 14 o

Ditto, ^d., in violet, on 2d., S. G.

No. 21, mint . . .220
Ditto, One Shilling, in violet, on 2d.,

S. G. No. 28, mint . . .260
Ditlo, ditto, in vermilion, on 2d.,

S. G. No. 29, mint . . .300
Ditto, 10/-, in vermilion, on 5d., S. G.

No. 32, mint . . S 10 o

Queensland, 18S1, perf 12, 2s. 6d.,

scarlet, mint . . .110
St. Vincent, wmk. Star, compound pcrfs.

,

IS., vermilion, rather badly per-

forated, part gum . . . I 18 o

Ditto, 1 88 1, id., in red, on half 6d.,

yellow-green, a fine horizontal pair,

with gum
Hawaii, 1853, 13 c, dull red, on thin

paper, mint

Servia, i865, perf 12, 10 p., orange,

mint . ...
Ditlo, ditlo, 40 p., blue, mini

South Australia, 6d., sky-blue, rouletted,

with gum . ...
Straits Settlements, 1885, 3 c. on $ c,

purple-brown, mint .

Tasmania, 1864-70, perf. 124-13, 6d.,

mauve . ...
Transvaal, 1872, is., gfcen, mini

Dill", 1876, fine roulettes, 6d., dark

blue, on lliick paper

Trinidad, 1S63, perf. n4-l2, 4d., red-

dish puiple, mini

U.S.A., I1S51, 90 c., blue

Dillo, 1S69, without giillc, 30 e,

no gum . ...
Dillo, Navy, 7 c, blue

Dillo, Sialc, 90 c., green, with gum

Victoria, 1865, 6d., blue, iloublc lined

4, ofl centre

Virgin Kl.iiids, pcif. IS. <>d., p.ilc H'se

Dillo, u. singleliuctl bolder .

2 4

3 7 6

1 13

' 14

i 15

I 7

*%

1 10

I 10 o

1 '3

2 4

1 10

1

I 7

7

1 14 I)

I >4
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Western Australia, 2d., pale orange,

rouletted, with gum

Ji s. d.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper.

Sale of October loth and nth.
* Unused.

Great Britain, 3d., carmine, with secret

mark, perf. 14,* full gum . . 3 10

Ditto, 2s., brown* . . .45
Gibraltar, set, part* including 6d. and

IS. . . -.35
Ionian Islands, orange and blue, on

piece . , . . 2 ID
Ditto, blue and carmine . .25

Vaud, 4 c.,* but notfine .

Zurich, the five types of 6 r,, horizontal

lines . . ..300
Ditto, ditto, three vertical and two

horizontal lines

Ditto, ditto, one torn, on piece

Winterthur, 2J r., horizontal pair

Ditto, ditto, vertical pair, fair

Tuscany, 60 crazie,* slightly cut

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf., defective

Ditto, IS., lilac, ditto,* part gum
British South Africa, 3d. on 5s., blocl

of four,* mint

Cape of Good Hope, 6d., lilac,

rouletted . . .

Lagos, 2s. 6d. , olive-black,* full gum
slightly creased

Ditto, ditto, ditto, used

Natal, 1861, clean-cut perf. 14-16,

3d., blue,* and part gum . .2176
Orange Free State, 6d., carmine, pane

of sixty,* mint . . .2150
Transvaal, V.R.I., Jd. and id., in-

verted surcharges

Lydenburg provisional, |d.
,
green, hori

zontal strip of three

Ditto, ditto, 3d. on id., carmine
block of six,* mint, one having
the variety long-tailed " R " . . 46

Ditto, ditto, a horizontal pair, used
one having similar variety . .28

Ditto, ditto, a vertical pair . .112
Uganda, ist issue, 5 cowries, black

horizontal pair, used, on piece

New Brunswick, 6d., yellow,* but
creased . . . . 5 17 6

3

3 10

3
2

7
10

6

II 10

2

6
4

2 14

2 18

2 12

2 10

£, J. d.

2

3 5

9

10

3
2 10

7 IS

4 7 6

3 IS

8 o

10

4
2

10

o
10

o

Plate

first

2

3

3

4

2

3

4

19

2 17 6

Buenos Ayres, 3 pesos, green,* fair

Brazil, ist issue, 90 r., horizontal strip

of three . ...
Turks Islands, is., lilac .

Ditto, 2^d. on is., blue, Type 13,*

mint . ...
Ditto, 2 Jd. on is. , lilac. Type 6, * ditto

Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto

Ditto, i^A. on IS., lilac. Type 11, ditto

Ditto, another, not so fine, cut two
sides . ...

Ditto, 4d.on is., lilac, Type 16,* mint
Ditto, 1893, \A. on 4d., grey, hori-

zontal pair,* mint

Virgin Islands, 6d. , rose, an entire sheet

of twenty-five, including the large

"V" variety,* mint .

Ditto, 1867-8, 6d., rose,* mint
Ditto, ditto,* paler colour

Ditto, IS., crimson, coloured margins,

sheet of twenty-five,* mint
Ditto, 2jd., red-brown, block of

four,* mint
Ditto, 4d., pale chestnut, sheet of

twenty-four,* mint .

Ditto, 6d., violet, ditto, ditto .

New South Wales, id., Sydney,

I.*

Victoria, 1862, 6d., orange

Western Australia, 6d., bronze

Orange River Colony, V.R.I
printing, is., brown, horizontal

pair, one having figure of value

omitted,* mint

Zululand, ;^5, purple and black on red

Mafeking Siege, complete set of nine-

teen, on pieces

Collections—9,552, ^144; 9>5i3> £^^ 5

duplicates, etc., £2\; Colonials, 2,131,

5,982, ^60; 3,200, ^15.

* * *

South African Stamps.—We have received

the retail price list of the South African Stamp
Co., stamp dealers and importers, whose head

office is at 368, Strand, London, W.C., with

branches at Cape Town {Cape limes Buildings,

P.O. Box 364), Johannesburg (President Street,

P.O. Box 1,441), and Bloemfontein (P.O. Box 28).

African stamps are a speciality of this firm, who
have evidently a large stock for collectors to select

from, and as Africans are so much in vogue to-

day, these new-comers are in the way to effect

important business.

o

12

o

IS

4

o o

3>674,
;^3i;



THE

^0tti0ti IMIat^tt^t:
THE MONTHLY JOURNAL OF

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.

Vol. X. NOVEMBER, 1901. No. 119.

"Qlhe <|KantIe of the Prophet.

\^ypijf// S recorded in this number, another little Exhibition has been

achieved by the London Philatelic Society with but little

trouble and conspicuous success. The committee for carry-

ing out the arrangements was very wisely selected, and

consisting entirely of workers, all the necessary details were

worked out with exceeding smoothness, although it should

be remembered that a large share of this result is due to the

organising power of the worthy lion. Sccrctar}', Mr. H. R.

Oldfield. In the present instance this Exhibition ma)-,

perhaps, have been held as much with a view to popularising

the pursuit by identifying it in the eyes of the public with

the events of the day ; but the philatelic-educational side

was by no means neglected, and students and past masters of the art all

found plenty to instruct and interest. It is established beyond doubt that

an immediate result of the announcement of a minor exhibition such as this

is to stimulate the collection and acquisition of the particular countries'

stamps, and as we arc convinced that it is alike beneficial to the dealer

and the collector, we can but urge upon the powers that be to sec that

the movement is da capo. It was noteworthy to sec the great interest

displayed by the dealers, who assembled in strong force ; nearly all the

prominent metropolitan and .several of the provincial firms being present,

and heartily welcomed by the committee.

Tile; dominant note of the ICxhibilion was on all hands the remarkable

exhibits by llie "new men." The Vice-rresident of the London Society, in

his remarks at the recent dinner, alluded to the notable fact that of ihc

four great collections in this country throe belonged to men wiio were new-

comers. Mr. Vernon Roberts is not quite in this category, but his cnnnencc
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as the possessor of matchless philateHc possessions is of comparatively

modern date. Mr. J. H. Duveen has, we believe, only been a collector for

half a dozen years, and the Earl of Crawford for barely a couple. Both
these gentlemen, as will be seen elsewhere, showed superb lots of stamps,

beautifully mounted and classified in the most scientific way, but to the

Earl of Crawford must inevitably be awarded the palm of honour of the

Exhibition. The universal opinion of the Earl's exhibits was one of absolute

amazement that he should have acquired so much and learnt so deeply

within such a short space of time. The quieter collector is almost staggered

at the possibilities within the reach of a man of such brilliant scientific

knowledge, indefatigable labour, and extended powers of acquisition as the

Earl of Crawford. We have no thought to flatter any man to his face, but it

is idle to deny that the advent of such a collector and student is regarded

generally as of advantage to the pursuit. To the London Philatelic Society

in particular the addition of Lord Crawford's name to its rolls may be taken

as the most momentous event that has happened to it since the death of

its late Vice-President. True does it seem that no man is indispensable,

and, grievous as was the loss of the Society by Mr. Tapling's premature

decease, it is patent to everyone that the mantle of the prophet has de-

scended upon the shoulders of his undoubted successor.

^It^ (Exhibition of ^Soutlt Jlfriran (StampB.

ESPITE the unpropitious weather—a perfect specimen of

what a London fog can be—we are glad to announce that

this Exhibition of the stamps of British South Africa and

the countries specially affected by the war, held at the

London Philatelic Society's Rooms on the i6th November,

was in all ways successful. The attendance would doubtless

have been inconveniently large under more favourable climatic conditions,

but even as it was the rooms were crowded during the greater part of the

day, the lady visitors being both numerous and interested. The arrange-

ments were those of previous shows—flat glass cases on stands or hung on

the walls, and no stamps were skied or in any way inaccessible to the most

minute observation. The Exhibition opened at eleven and closed at six, the

members of the Exhibition Committee being in attendance throughout to

attend to visitors and educate the daily Press upon matters philatelic.

The work of both mounting and dismounting the exhibits was most ex-

peditiously and successfully performed by the committee, and the general

arrangements were admirably effected by Mr. H. R. Oldfield, the Hon. Sec.

So easily has the affair worked, and so palpable are the advantages, that we

sincerely trust another Exhibition will be held by the Society during the

season. Every exhibitor displayed fine and rare varieties, and each country

was most worthily represented. The stamp that perhaps excited the greatest
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interest and comment among the non-philatelic visitors was the current

Transvaal id., surcharged "V.I.R." in error, belonging to Lord Crawford,

to whose valuable aid we refer elsewhere. We append a list of the exhibits,

but naturally among the large number of varieties a general enumeration is

impossible. We are informed that the stamps shown were insured for over

;£"20,ooo, which will give some perception of the quantity of valuable stamps

on view,

BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA.

Eliot Levy. A handsome array of these beautiful stamps, comprising practically

all the rarer varieties and high values, the best stamps being perhaps id. on 3d.

and id. on 4s., both used.

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

Vernon Roberts. So familiar with this superb collection (fortunately) is the

philatelic public that no lengthened description is needed. Suffice it to say that

the treasures displayed at London and Manchester have been even improved upon

until there is an array of tri-corners that could hardly be improved upon, and that

formed perhaps the greatest attraction at the Exhibition. The Woodblocks alone

number over 200, including superb blocks and shades, and many grand unused,

including the matchless block of the id., red, while the errors number six; id.,

blue, three ; and a superb one se-ienant with the 4d., blue, and 4d., red, two copies,

while scarcely less interesting is a fine pair of the 4d., blue, one being the well-

known variety with the defective right-hand corner. The " ordinary " triangulars

number over 1,000, the blocks of unused in many cases consisting of thirty-two.

In the later issues the assemblage is not so remarkable, but the exhibit stands

out from all the well-known collections of this Colony.

NATAL.

T. W. Hall. The first issue was represented by a remarkably fine sharp id.,

rose; the id., blue, by a strip of three and a single; and the id., buff, by two;

3d. (four), 6d. (three), gd. and is. (two), and an interesting scries of Reprints. The
issues of 1859-62 (no wmk.) and 1864 (CC and Crown) included some fine unused

blocks. Those surcharged "Postage" embraced many unused and two of the rare is.,

as also the like with curved black surcharge. Later issues contained inverted

surcharges and some fine specimens of the 5s. This exhibit, though not complete,

contained many nice stamps, unused and used.

u r, ^ MAFEKING.
H. R. Oldfielu.

IS. on 4d., Cape, unused.

id. on id., Bccliuanaland I'rotectorate, unused.

Six specimens and a i)air of 3d. on id.. Cape, on one letter. Also most

varieties unused, including sheet of IJicyclc stamp.

A. II. StamI'Oud.

id. on id., Bccliuanaland Protectorate, surcharge inverted.

6d. on 3d. „ „ „ „

IS. on 4d. „ „ „ „

3d. on id. „ „ double surcharge.

IS. (Ml .id. „ „ „ „

IS. on 4d. „ „ treble „

Hadcn-Powcll, small head, reversed.

Several of above in Ijlocks and strips. An c.vceedingly rare collection.
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The Earl of Crawford.

IS. on 4d., Cape, unused.

6d. on 3d., Bechuanaland Protectorate, unused.

id. on |d.. Cape, Type 2, strip of three „

IS. on 6d., British Bechuanaland „

id. on ^d., Bechuanaland Protectorate, surcharge inverted.

Sheets of the Bicycle stamp and all varieties used, and nearly all unused.

ZULULAND.

.J. H. Abbott. A small but straightforward country well shown, pairs of almost

everything being in evidence. An interesting envelope contains, besides normal

specimens, two used copies of the -Jd., green, with inverted surcharge.

ORANGE RIVER COLONY.
G. F. H. Gibson.

|d., orange, value omitted,

id., violet, "I"
IS., brown, value ,,

|d., orange, "V" „

Complete panes of |d., id., 2d., 2^d., 4d., 6d. (blue), and blocks of other

varieties, all being unused.

C. J. Daun.

First printing. Entire panes of all values, including 6d., red (one stamp

having value omitted), and 5s. ; also blocks showing varieties of

defective or missing stops, |d. with small fraction of value, and 5s.

with stop in inverted position; 3d., without surcharge (se-tenant with

surcharged specimen); 6d., blue, no surcharge; and is., figure of value

omitted.

id., brown.

id., violet, "I" omitted.

id. ,, stop reinserted and wider-spaced.

Second printing. Panes of all values.

5s., block of eight and pair showing raised stops.

Third printing. 6d., carmine, pair, with'thick "V."

2|-d., raised stops.

Id., " V " omitted.

Sheets of most values showing minor and other varieties. A remarkably

fine and inclusive exhibit.

IMER Menpes.

Id., violet. surcharge omitted.

id. !)

11 T 11

Id. !)
"d"

id. !) "VRI"
id. ))

U T )'

3d., blue. "VRI" omitted

6d. „ )) ))

6d. „ "6"

6d. „ "VRI" „

Most of the above were shown unused and used, as also unused copies

of the unissued id., brown, and is., orange. A very choice lot of rare

varieties.
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TRANSVAAL.
H, J, DUVEEN.

German impressions, rouletted, in shades, and id. and 6d., imperf., in pairs;

Viljoen's printing, ditto, ditto, including is., tete-bcche ; the Borrius Stamp

Commission impressions included some fine pelures, with the 6d. tete-beche

and fine varieties of shades in the heavy printings ; wide roulettes were

also well represented.

V.R., red surcharge. 3d., V.R., wide surcharge; ditto, surcharged on reverse;

IS., wide surcharge (in strip of three, unused).

V.R., black surcharge, is., iete-beche. Inverted surcharges, etc. : the wide

roulettes and wide-spaced varieties strong, the specimens on the rare

soft porous paper being especially noteworthy ; 6d., surcharge omitted.

1877, V.R. id., Transvral ; ditto, rouletted; 6d. (blue on blue), surcharge

omitted. Inverted surcharges and roulettes finely represented.

1879. 3d-, surcharge omitted, varieties of small "t."

1878-9. Fine lot of the Queen's Heads, with red and black surcharges of

the varying types, and a good representation of all subsequent issues.

Altogether a remarkably fine and choice exhibit.

TRANSVAAL AND OTHER WAR STAMPS.

The Earl of Crawford. A most interesting display of rare stamps was also

made by Lord Crawford. Among the " War stamps " may be mentioned the

Transvaal 2d., surcharged "V.I.R.", and the Jd., id., and is., with inverted

surcharges. Tlie Transvaals .shown by tlic Earl were naturally only excerpts from

his remarkably strong collection, but included some great rarities, e.g. 6d., blue on

blue, both imperf. and rouletted ; the 3d., lilac on green ; and last, but by no means

least, the 6d., blue on rose, unused, all with surcharge omitted. The Queen's Head
issue showed a coniplele made-up plate (sixty) of the black overprint, including large

unused blocks and thirty-seven reunited varieties of the red surcharges. Inverted

surcharges, wide, narrow roulettes, frequently in the rarest combination, and numerous

other choice varieties and especial impressions, are further features of a magnificent

exhibit.

GRIQUALAND.

W. DoRNiNC Beckton. Panes and portions of sheets, showing that the settings

on the two panes vary. Among other fine things were included : 4d., large " CI ", in

black, block of thirty-two; is., large " G ", in red, block of twenty eight ; and 5s., in

block of thirteen. Among the small "i; " was the 5s., unused, as also various double

and inverted impressions, including the .jd., with outside lines (Type i).

R. ]{. Yardley. 1877. (Second main selling). I'arl of sheet, left-liand pane

complete (sixty), and right-hand (forty-six), each showing dilTering arrangement of

types.

ORANGE FREE STATE.

The liARi, OF Crawfokd. Here again was another very well selected and

strong all-round representative lot, marked by entire panes and numerous blocks

and pairs, the numerous surcharges being practically all present. The id., surcharged

"4", of 1.S77, includes three varieties with the numeral upside down, and the like

is shown in two instances with the second selling of ihe ul on 53. of iSSa.
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PIETERSBURG.

All values, id. to is., unused, in entire or partly reconstructed sheets, showing
the numerous varieties.

NEW REPUBLIC.

A selection of the numerous type varieties.

LYDENBURG.

A number of specimens on original cover.

SWAZIELAND.

Includes several inverted overprints.

STELLALAND.

BRITISH BECHUANALAND,

A fairly inclusive display of these stamps, including the rare 2d., green, and

many of the high values, was shown (as were the five preceding ones) by the Earl

of Crawford, to whose fine collection the committee were much indebted for the

various displays.

The Standard gives a readable report of the Exhibition which dwells

mainly upon the historical part, and will well bear reproduction in our pages.

"The Council of the Philatelic Society, London, on Saturday, November i6th,

held a private exhibition of the stamps of the South African Colonies, in the Society's

Rooms, Effingham House, Arundel Street, and it was numerously attended. Our
South African Colonies present many curious illustrations which are not to be

rivalled in any other portion of the globe. Take the Transvaal, for instance. The
existence of the Republic, the transference to British rule, the retrocession, and the

incorporation into the British Colony are all curiously marked in the stamps. In

the days of the First Republic the postage stamp bore the arms of that body, and

the stamps of 1869-70 were printed, some in Germany and others locally. In 1877,

when the Republic came under British dominance, the old Boer stamp was surcharged

with the letters 'V. R.' A portion was printed in red and others in black. The
type was afterwards modified, and in a few instances the Arms were printed upside

down. Several of these were on show. In 1878 the Boer Arms were superseded

by the Queen's head, and the stamps were produced by Messrs. Bradbury and

Wilkinson, of the values of from ^d. to 2s. In 1882, however, when the Transvaal

was retroceded, the British stamp was made use of by the Boers, surcharged with

the words "Een Penny." Soon afterwards, however, the Boers reverted to the form

of their first stamp bearing their Arms ; and once more, on the Colony being taken

over by Great Britain, the Boer stamp continued to be used, surcharged with the

letters 'V.R.I.', to be altered quite recently into the letters 'E. R. I.' The history

of the Transvaal is thus marked by the issues of the several stamps. The complete

series of these stamps are shown by Mr. H. J. Duveen.
" Since the war began the study of the stamp issue has attracted many new. mem-

bers to the Philatelic Society. The Earl of Crawford exhibited collections of stamps

relating to British Bechuanaland, Mafeking, the Orange Free State, Swazieland, and

Stellaland; these embraced all the known varieties, colours, and values. Mr. Eliot

Levy forwarded exhibits relating to British South Africa. Amongst others were the
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Provisionals used at Buluwayo during the Matabele rebellion. The Earl of Crawford,

Mr. A. H. Stamford, and Mr. H. R. Oldfield sent Mafeking stamps. This issue

is remarkable for bearing the face of Baden-Powell upon the stamps. The cases

contained many specimens on letters, and others show-ed errors made in the surcharge.

Another case in which the head of the Sovereign was superseded is known as the

Bicycle penny stamp, on which appears the figure of Sergeant Goodyear riding upon

a bicycle. The Cape Colony exhibits, belonging to Mr. Vernon Roberts, were

remarkably good. These were the well-known three-cornered stamps in brick colour,

blue, lilac, and green, in blocks and separate. Many were printed at the Cape, and

these included the errors of colour, the Penny in blue instead of red, and the Four-

penny in red instead of blue. Many of the blocks of stamps were unused. The

Griqualand stamps shown by Mr. W. Doming Beckton and Mr. R. B. Yardley were

rectangular in form. A Natal collection belonging to Mr. T. W. Hall contained

specimens of the first issue of 1857-8, when the whole was embossed on what looks

like blotting paper; as well as the pretty issue of 1859 bearing the late Queen's head.

The Orange Free State stamps, belonging to the Earl of Crawford and Mr. Mortimer

Menpes, were specimens in use before the British occupation. Those from the

Orange Colony, exhibited by Mr. C. J. Daun and Mr. G. F. H. Gibson, were in great

variety, and contained many errors, probably owing to the haste with which they

were prepared. The Earl of Crawford also showed a fine lot of Transvaal stamps,

and Mr. J. H. Abbott stamps used in Zululand. The whole collection was insured

for ;£"20,000."

^he pinner of the philatelic (Societji, |bont)on.

I

'he word "annual," as was justly observed by Mr. Oldfield, is

rK m\ somewhat of a misnomer, as, through causes more or less

cV'iilil
tmavoidablc, the Society has not met every year at the festive

M^ board. It is, however, pleasant to be able to record that the

opening year of the century has been fitly inaugurated by one

of the most enjoyable social reunions that have yet marked

the career of the Premier Society. The locale, as in previous years, was the

Caft: Monico, and on Thursday, November 14th, some fifty or sixty gentlemen

assembled in the handsome banciueting-hall of that restaurant. A charming

innovation consisted in the arrangement of the tables in oval form, the

diners sitting only on the outer side, thus giving everyone vis-a-vis only.

Tlie dinner was served in a manner fully worthy of the reputation of the

" Monic(j," and ga\e absolute satisfaction, while the musical arrangements

were as varied as they were entertaining and artistic. The Rev. Oscar Worne,

Mr. Rowland Henry, and Captain \V. Wawn delighted the company with

songs and recitations, all rendered with great abilil)-, and indeed very

materially contributed to the success of the evening. Among those present

were llu: foilowing members of the London Society: Messrs. M. P. Castle

(in the chair), F. Reichenheim, T. W. Hall. II. R, Oldfield. H. Quare,

W. Doming HecUton, VV. R. Palmer, R. Me)er, R. IChrcnljacli, T. Maycock,

L. VV. luilcher, C. E. McNaughtan, R. Frenlzel, E. IC. Hrailbury, C. J. Daun,
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G. L. Edwards, P. J. Lloyd, W. T. Wilson, J. H. Abbott, A. B. Creeke, jun.,

L. L. R. Hausburg, W. Schwabacher, V. Roberts, Gordon Smith, C. N. Biggs,

W. Yardley, and others. Many guests were also present, including Mr. T. N.
Crafer (the Secretary of the Board of Inland Revenue), Messrs. C. J. Phillips,

W. H. Peckitt, and other gentlemen.

The loyal toasts were proposed from the chair, Mr. Castle calling especial

attention to the recent successful voyage of the President of the Society and
to the additional honour conferred upon His Royal Highness in his recent

creation as Prince of Wales, and he congratulated the members upon having
such a distinguished name for their presidency.

The Vice-President also proposed the toast of " The Philatelic Society,

London," and briefly dwelt on the present and future work of that body. In

alluding to recent accessions, he congratulated members upon the fact that

their Royal President and another member of the Council (the Earl of

Crawford, K.T.) were both Trustees of the British Museum, and he expressed

the earnest hope of all the members of the London Society that the influence

of His Royal Highness and the noble Earl might be exerted towards the

proper and permanent display of the Tapling Collection.

Mr. Castle commented upon the remarkable fact that of the four most

important collections in this country three were the possessions of com-
paratively recent recruits, and drew therefrom a favourable augury as to the

future stable basis of Philately. The Vice-President also expressed the hope

that this winter would see brought out the final portion of the Society's work

on Africa, and that ere long another and important section of the British

Colonial Empire would be undertaken. He likewise adverted to the greatly

increased attention given to stamp collecting owing to the present war and

its provisional issues, but considered that minor varieties of surcharge and

perforation had an importance attached to them beyond their merits. In

conclusion, Mr. Castle said that he considered the prospects of Philately

in this country to be of the brightest nature, and that, though the fashions

might ebb and flow, there was every reason to anticipate the abiding

popularity of all the soundest and best stamps.

Mr. H. R. Oldfield, in responding, made a very felicitous and humorous
speech, in which he, like Mr. Asquith, adopted the agricultural simile, and

spoke of each collector being so diligently occupied in driving his own
furrow as not to be able to look at his neighbouring one, the moral being that

too much specialism spells selfishness, and that the general collector is the

more altruistic.

"The Council and Officers of the Society" was proposed by Mr. Gordon

Smith with his natural eloquence, and he cited at length the many virtues

of that body (of which to its regret he is no longer a member), and naively

confessed that it was only the fact of too much time being required that

prevented a recital also of all its vices

!

Mr. Robert Ehrenbach, in replying, gave a clever inventory of the virtues

and advantages possessed by the Society in their respective surnames, which

were all happily strung together in double entente.

"The Visitors" was smartly proposed by Mr. L. W. Fulcher, and felicitously

responded to by Mr. T. N. Crafer, who in his ofificial position gave warm
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testimony to the help given in the past to the Government Departments

by the members of the Philatelic Society, and whose remarks were very

cordially received.

" The Philatelic Press " was proposed by Mr. T. Wickham Jones—needless

to say, with his customary humour—and suitably responded to by Mr. Percy

Bishop in the absence of Mr. E. J. Nankivell, who, doubtless owing to

the prevailing fog, arrived at the " Monico " the evening following

!

Mr. R. Meyer proposed "The Chairman" ; and Mr. Castle, in thanking the

members for their kindness, expressed their indebtedness to the Dinner

Committee— Messrs. C. Neville Biggs, T. Wickham Jones, and H. R. Oldfield

—for their very successful labour in making all the arrangements for so

pleasant a reunion.

aasional l^otcs.

oXKo

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.

PROGRAMME OF THE SEASON I9OI-1902.
I9OI.

Oct. 25th. The Earl of Crawford, k.t. A Display of Queensland Stamps.

Nov. 8th. Mr. L. L. R. Hausburo

„ 22 nd. Mr. F. West

Dec. 6th. Mr. Franz Reichenheim

„ 2otli. Mr. E. J. Nankivell

1902.

Jan. 3rd. Mr, M. P. Castle, j.p. .

„ 171I1. Mr. C. E. McNaucihtan

,, 31st. Mr. il. R. Oi, III HI. I)

Feb. 14th. Mr. Thomas \\. Hall .

281I1.

.

/ Mr. RuooLi'u Meyicu

Mr. Ri'noii'ii I''kkntzel

A Display of the Stamps of Hong
Kong, with Notes and Photographic

Enlargements.

Read Notes on the Current Issues of

Great Britain, and give a Display of

the Stamps.

A Display of the Stamps of the German
Empire, with Short Notes.

Read some Notes and open a Dis-

cussion on the Cataloguing of I'liila-

telic wastrels.

Read a Paper entitled "A Philatelic

Prophecy."

A Paper on the 2d. values of South

Australia, illustrated by a Collection

of Dated Specimens for every month
from 1858 to 1899.

A Paper entitled "Three Stages of

Collecting," with illustrations.

A Paper, " Further Notes on the

1858-67 Issue of Peru," ami make

a Display of Uruguay.

A Paper, " Two Sides of the Question ;

or, What die Wives Think."

A Display of one or two Recent Issues

of Mcviran Stamps.
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Mar. 14th.

Mr. H. T. W. Deane

Mr. A. B. Creeke, Jun.

April nth. Mr. Robert Ehrenbach

„ 25th. Mr. W. B. Avery
May 9th. Mr. Franz Reichenheim

„ 30th. Mr. E. D. Bacon

June 13th. Annual General Meeting.

Notes on the Shading on the Numerals

of Sweden, Type 4 (Gibbons).

Notes on the Stamps of the British

Isles (End of the Victorian Era).

Notes on the Straight-label Issues of

Portugal, with Display of the Stamps.

Display.

Display of French Stamps.

A Paper on the Early Issues of Chili.

EXHIBITION BY THE JUNIOR PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

N Exhibition of the Stamps of Great Britain was held by the members

of the Junior London Philatelic Society on Saturday, November i6th,

in Clapham Hall, Old Town, Clapham, S.W. An almost complete collection

of the stamps of this country was arranged, which afforded great pleasure to

the numerous visitors.

THE CHICAGO POST OFFICE ROBBERY.

HE daily papers have lately recorded a remarkably bold and successful

robbery of stamps in America. It appears that the burglars tunnelled

under the vault in the Chicago office, bored ninety-seven holes in the steel

floor, got a man through the opening, and got away with $75,000 worth of

stamps. Of these about $69,000 were postage stamps and $4,700 Dues, and

2,000 Special Delivery stamps. Of the stamps stolen 1,776,000 were one

cent, 1,662,900 were two cents, and $4,828 worth were Pan-Americans of the

8 and ro cents denomination. There were also 150 one dollar stamps,

307 two dollars, and 105 five dollars. Up to date there appears to be no

clue to the thieves. The loss, above $ro,ooo, will fall upon the Postmaster of

Chicago unless Congress shall pass an Act exonerating him from responsi-

bility. We trust, however, that the appalling prospect foreshadowed by the

Metropolitan Philatelist, from which we gather the foregoing information,

may not be realised. Our contemporary makes the following suggestion, the

consequences of which are too horrible for a Philatelist to contemplate if

generally adopted

!

"From time to time the proposition of printing the names of the larger post

offices upon the face of stamps has been brought forward, but for various reasons

turned down by the Department. Now it seems quite likely that the matter will come

up again, and it will be reinforced this time by the big Chicago theft of stamps. If

the stolen stamps had ' Chicago ' printed across the face, it would be much easier to

trace the thieves."
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FORGED MAFEKINGS.

CHARGE AGAINST A KIMRERLEY PRINTER.

HE knowledge that forged " Mafeking Besieged" stamps have been

offered on the London market and elsewhere has not been confined

to a few people, and quite recently the v'endors seem to have become

emboldened, as some of these stamps have been proffered in entire sheets.

Collectors, therefore, will do well to carefully examine their recent purchases,

and to be chary of buying, except from firms of good standing. We have

however, just received from a correspondent a copy of the Natal Wihiess

of October 22nd, 1901, which gives an interesting account of proceedings

initiated against a Kimberley printer that may possibly shed a light upon

the large number of the forged surcharges that have been offered in

London. The case at present only stands on the several affidavits, but the

cross-examination has not apparently shaken the evidence, which will well

repay a careful reading, as it is full of " life " and movement.

" Gustav Adolf Ettling, printer, was brought before Mr. J. J. Christie, Kimberley

R.M., recently for the purposes of a preliminary examination in connection with

a charge of fraud. Inspector Lorimer conducted the case for the Crown, while

Mr. Pugh (Messrs. Mallet and Bowen) appeared for the accused. The following

affidavit, made by William Meurant, printer, was put in : During and after the siege

of Kimberley I was in the employ of Mr. Ettling, printer, of Old Main Street.

I was in his employ for about thirteen years. About April, 1900, Henry Adlington

took up the position as foreman there, and he continued in that position until some

time after the siege of Mafeking was raised. I received instructions from Mr. Ettling

to print from forms 'Mafeking Besieged' on postage stamps, something similar to

the three stamps now produced. I carried out tiiese instructions, and printed a

large number of these stamps. The paper on which these stamps (produced)

are pasted is similar to the paper which was in stock up to the time that I left

Mr. Ettling's service (about August, 1901). The postal cancelling stamp I saw

applied by Mr. Ettling himself. This was done on the same day that I had done

my part of the work, as mentioned above. I have printed these stamps on various

occasions under Mr. Ettling's supervision, and whenever I was doing this work the

place was entirely locked up, back and front, and only three of us were inside, viz.

Mr. littling, the manager, and myself I remember Mr. Adlington being arrested

for assaulting Mr. Ettling. On the day of tiie assault I met Adlington in the

Standard Restaurant, and said to him: 'What have you been doing to the boss?'

or words to that effect. He answered :
' I gave him a good hiding, and now he has

got a warrant out for my arrest. I want to go off to Johannesburg in a few days,

as you know, and now he is stopping me by having me arrested. The best thing

that you can do, Bill, is to go down and tell him he must be careful, or else I

shall let out about the stamps that we altered.' I accordingly went down to see

Mr. ICtlling at his private house, and bade him 'Cood morning,' and asked him

wiiat had iiappcned. He answered, .saying that Adlington hit him in a cowardly

fasliion, and look him unawares. I asked him the reason, and he said it was for

some business cards which Adlington had lost the copy of, and that he had a warrant

out for his arrest, and that if he was not mistaken, Adlington nuist be under arrest

already. After sympathising with Mr. ICtlling, I said: 'Don't you think it is best

for you to leave the matter alone, as it migiit cause Adlington to speak about the
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affair of the stamps ?
' Mr. Ettling, however, repUed that he was going on with

the case because Adlington could not prove that stamps had been altered or forged

on his premises, everything connected with the same having been destroyed. I then

asked him if he was certain of that, and he said, 'Yes.' He then said to me,
' You remain quiet, and don't say anything about it. You know that I have always

treated you well, and I expect you to be with me in this matter.' I said, 'Well,

yes.' I then went up to meet Adlington at the Standard Restaurant, together with

Detective Fisher. I went into the back room, at the invitation of Adlington. Fisher

was present. I told Adlington what had happened at Ettling's house. Adlington

then showed me the Post Office cancelling stamp in the presence of Fisher. He
also said, ' I am going down to see Ettling myself.' A few hours afterwards I, too,

went to see Ettling at his house concerning his business, meeting Adlington on the

road. Mr. Ettling spoke of the assault again, and AdHngton arrived at the house

whilst I was there. I then left for the shop. The same afternoon, or next day—I am
not sure which—Adlington and EttHng came into the shop together, and went to

the back yard. When Adlington had left the shop, Ettling came in and told me
that the things had been destroyed. By this he meant the stamps, as well as every

article that we used in the work. He then said, ' If ever the swine wants to come
back to my office I'll give him such a hiding as he never had before for his low^,

^blackmailing ways. Whatever you do, you stick with me.'

"Another affidavit, made by T. J. Beeman, of 14, YilHers Street, was then put

in and sworn to. It was as follows : I have been a stamp collector for the last

twenty years, and have at various times improved my collection by the sale of

dupHcates. Shortly after the relief of Mafeking I received a message from

Mr. Ettling to the effect that he would be glad if I would call upon him and see

some Mafeking stamps which he had for disposal. I called on him, and he showed

me some, several of which were new to me, and as a result I purchased a few from

him, to the extent of ^'^. This was on June i8th, igco. What stamps I did not

require I sent to London to be sold, and in due course received the amount realised

by them. I have no doubt as to the genuineness of these particular stamps, as in

every case they were on envelopes addressed to parties in Mafeking, and bearing

Mafeking postmarks. A short time after this Mr. Ettling sent me another message,

stating that he had other stamps which he would like to show me. This he did from

time to time, and as a result I purchased stamps on various occasions, which I sent

to Messrs. Stanley Gibbons and Co., in London, who are the largest stamp dealers

in the world. I sent them these stamps in good faith as being genuine, as I had

not at that time any doubt of Mr. Ettling's bona fides. To my surprise, they were

returned almost in toto, accompanied by a very strong remonstrance from the dealers

for having, as they seemed to think, sent them what I must have known to be

fabricated stamps. The result of this was that I appKed to Mr. Ettling for a refund

of the money that I had paid for these stamps, the amount estimated and agreed

upon between us being £^0. This sum Mr. Ettling refunded to me, at the same

time repudiating any knowledge of or implication in the manufacture of the stamps.

He stated that they had come to him in a legitimate manner, but declined to give

me the names of the parties that he had got them from.

"The next and last affidavit put in and sworn to was that of Thomas Henzelt

King, an engraver, of 13, Ebden Street, which was as follows : About the end of

August, 1900, or the beginning of September, 1900, Mr. Ettling came to my shop

requesting me to make' him a brass stamp for cancelling postage stamps. He
brought me a facsimile of what he wanted, saying that he wanted it for the purpose

of cancelling some genuine postage stamps that he had received from Mafeking,
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some of which he had in his possession and showed me. I made him two brass

stamps of different dates, both dates being, I believe, for April, 1900. One of

them, so far as I remember, was for April nth, 1900. The stamps that I made

were imitations of the Mafeking Post Office debasing stamp. When completed, I

handed them over to Mr. Ettling, and charged him 15s. apiece for them. I handed

him both stamps made of brass during September, 1900.

"Mr. Christie: Are you aware that it is an offence to make a Post Ofifice date-

stamp for any private individual ?

" Witness : No ; I would not regard it as a Post Office stamp, as it had a fixed

date.

" Further questioned by Mr. Christie, witness said he asked the accused what he

wanted the stamps for, and he said he wanted them to stamp over some postage

stamps he had received from Mafeking for his own collection. Accused did not

enjoin secrecy from him in the matter.

"A remand was then granted, on the request of Inspector Lorimer, till November

6th, for the production of further evidence, bail being allowed in the sum of ^500

—

accused for ;^25o and another person for the remainder."

Jlebtete.

MESSRS. WHITFIELD KING'S CATALOGUE.*

^^M^^j^Sy^ H I S third edition of Messrs. Whitfield King's work, dated

Oil^ I«*i If/ for 1902, may be deemed conclusive evidence that it has

secured a wide acceptance. The lines on which it is founded,

as previously explained in this journal, arc an elimination

of all the minor differences of surcharge, perforation, etc.,

and the .scheduling of only the salient varieties, or practically

the face differences— subject to watermarks. As the tide of new issues

flows on there must be an ebb, or the general collector will be swamped,

and Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. have wisely foreseen this in providing a

catalogue that will guide the generalist upon his thorn)' path of what to

collect and what to eschew. In support of this view the publishers

write us :

—

"The following statistics, compiled from the catalogue, may not be uninteresting.

The figures comprise only standard varieties of postage stamps and do not include

post cards, letter cards, stamped envelopes, or wrappers. Tlie total number of

all known varieties of postage stamps issued l)y all the (lovcrnments of the world

up to the present time is i6,o8i. Of this nuinlnir i.\i have been issued in (Ircal

Mritain and 4,34^ in the various British colonies and protectorates, leaving 11,739

for the rest of the world. I )ividing the total amongst the continents, luiropo issued

3,823, Asia 2,966, Africa 2,775, America (including llu- \\'tst Indies) 5,268, and

Oceania 1,249. A comparison of these figures with lho.se [)ublishcd in April, 1900,

" The {/niversa/ Stantiatti Cafa/i>,i,nt of Ihi Pottagt Slamf't of Iht World, Third ctliiion,

Wljitficlil Kiinj anil Co., Ipswich.

119/'
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will show that 1,455 "^w varieties of stamps have been issued throughout the world

in the space of eighteen months.

"The Republic of Salvador has issued more varieties of postage stamps than

any other country, the number being 403. Next in order come the United States

with 393, Spain with 293, followed by Nicaragua with 279, the Philippines 228,

Uruguay 221, Victoria 220, Cuba 217, and Mexico 214."

The same commendable features of arrangement and typography that

marked the previous edition are reproduced in the present one, with the

advantages of the incorporation of the latest information and the rearrange-

ment of many of the important countries, as Great Britain, Mauritius, South

Australia, Philippines, United States, and others. It is obviously hard to

draw the line as to what are salient differences, and we must dissent from the

1857 issue of Newfoundland being described only as vermilion. The orange

series of stamps are an entirely distinct set as to colour and paper, and

the pricing of " 2d., vermilion" unused, at 40s. is not calculated to instruct

the generalist ! In the case of New Zealand the second issue, on thick white

paper, are dubbed simply "Perforated," which they are not, except in one

or two values, and that only in pin-punctures. These stamps do exist

(probably unofficially) rouletted and in serrated perforations, and had better

either be so described or omitted. As chronicled the generalist will be

despatched on a wild-goose chase for non-existent varieties, catalogued from

17s. 6d. upwards ! There are other similar instances where the editorial scissors

could vi^ell be employed, but as a whole the Catalogue has a distinct value

and a legitimate status, and in the interest of the non-specialist collector

deserves alike encouragement and support.

SOUTH AFRICAN PROVISIONALS.*

Very a propos is the appearance of this little handbook, unfinished though

the war may be. Many of the local issues that have been latterly catalogued

somewhat vex the souls of those who affect South African stamps, and who
will therefore readily avail themselves of the. clear and concise manner in

which Mr. Poole has marshalled his information thereon. The author, who
has had the great advantage of going over the ground during the present war,

had, as a Philatelist, opportunities for acquiring information that were invalu-

able, and has done wisely in imparting his knowledge to those in a less

fortunate position. Mr. Poole acknowledges his indebtedness to Mr. J. R. F.

Turner and Mr. C. J. Daun for their valuable help in listing respectively the

stamps of Mafeking and Orange River Colony, and has also embodied the

gist of the articles that have appeared in the philatelic journals. The issues

of Orange River Colony and Transvaal since Lord Roberts' proclamation

of annexation occupy about half of the fifty-six pages, the remainder

being classed respectively under the heads of "Mafeking Siege Issue,"

"British Local Issues," "Boer Local Issues," and "Other Emissions." Mr.

* The South African Provisional War Stamps. By BERTRAM W. H. PoOLE. R. T. Morgan and

Co., 26, Beulah Hill, Norwood, London, S.E.
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Poole discards the issues for Krugersdorp, Schweizer Renecke, and the Com-
mando Brief stamps, but apparently accepts the other catalogued issues.

Time alone can, however, show how far all these war provisionals are to

be relied upon. This work is well illustrated with all the t)'pes, and we can

cordially recommend it as the best guide of all the provisional issues that has

yet appeared.

HISTORY OF THE RAILWAY LETTER STAMPS.*

Whatever may be the exact status of these stamps, on which, as previously

evidenced in our columns, there exists a wide divergence of opinion, there

can be none as to the excellence of Mr. Ewen's volume. It has been

edited with great care, recourse having been had to all the available

sources of information, and it brings into line all that is of interest and

every ascertainable datum with regard to these " stamps." The literary

portion reflects great credit upon the author, the information as to the

various railways and their respective issues being in all cases succinctl}' and

clearly set forth ; and by the aid of this work every collector of Railway

Letter stamps should know alike what he possesses and what he has to

look for. As regards the latter class, it cannot be denied that there are

many of these labels of great scarcity and some that seem practically

impossible to procure; hence it is certainly an advantage to the followers

of this new cult that their branch of the hobby philatelic is free from the

noxious taint of over-production in the pandering to the wants (?) of the

collecting fraternity.

The book contains about 440 quarto pages, and is arranged as follows

:

Preface, Index to 106 Railway Companies, the Railway Letter Post, the

Railway Letter stamp, Printers of Railway Letter stamps, English railways,

Scottish railways, Irish railways. Appendix.

No fewer than 1,209 stamps are illustrated. These illustrations, which are

beautifully executed in facsimile, are interleaved with the letterpress, and

consequently are most conveniently arranged for reference. It appears from

the author's statement that the total number of Railway Letter stamps printed

since the service originated in I'V-bruary, 1891, is as follows :

—

English and Welsh Railways

Scottish Railways

Irish Railways

Total

and he (observes with equal justice and (liffulcncc that "the total number

of different issues which are known to have been made, inchuling those issued

since the book went to pre.s.s, amounts to 4S0, or a smaller number than the

collector of Colonial postage stamps has to look for in New South Wales

alone. Owing to the general ignorance prevailing on the subject of these

" A History of Kaihvay I.tlttr Stamps. Compiled liy II. I/I'NrKANiilt EwitN. I'uhlUheil liy

Ewen'i Coloniiil Stiunp Miirkcl, 33, I'ulucc Snunrc, Norwood, S.K.

Total printed. No. of Issues

1,800,000 311

275,000 54

425,000 112

2,500,000 477
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Letter Fee stamps, many bargains are continually being picked by those ' in

the know.' The present offer of a complete history and catalogue of the

stamps enables any purchaser to become equally well informed."

The work is superbly printed by Messrs. Pardy and Son, of Bournemouth,

on thick, highly surfaced paper, and reflects the highest credit upon that

firm. The illustrations are by the Meisenbach Co., of West Norwood.

The book is handsomely bound, and indeed throughout from cover to

cover represents the high-water mark of a modern handbook.

It reflects the greatest credit alike upon author and publisher, whom we
must heartily thank for so pleasing an addition to our libraries, and we trust

that the History of Railway Letter Stamps may have the wide circulation

that it has so amply merited.

MR. F. R. GINN'S CATALOGUE.*

This is a small Catalogue of some fifty pages, of which the novel feature

is that the stamps are priced both in English and American currency, to

suit customers on both sides of the Atlantic, and is yet another instance

of the increasing volume of stamps that is being offered to the American

market by members of the trade in this country. The principal feature

is a fairly inclusive list of the stamps of the United States, which are

practically all priced, both unused and used ; and from Mr. Ginn's long

experience in this grade these indications of value should be of interest

to the collector. Many of the rarest specimens and some of the premieres

gravures are noted, and it is clear that Mr. Ginn must hold a fine assortment

of these handsome stamps. The list of Hawaiians also includes many in-

teresting used varieties, while " British Africa " embraces also Orange Free

State, Transvaal, and the several new issues. This little book, concisely

arranged and excellently printed, will doubtless be useful to both the publish-

ing firm and the would-be purchaser.

* Price List of Stamps of British Africa, United States, and Hawaii. Fred. R. Ginn, 143,

Strand, London, W.C.

o-^
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mxxts.

NOTES OF NEW, AND VARIATIONS OF CURRENT, ISSUES,

(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found iinder "Philatelic Notes.")

IVe do not profess to chronicle everything, but, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the important novelties may be included. Speculative stamps— i. e. those not really required for

postalpurposes—will be considered on their merits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help lis in

this direction, by sending copies of any official documents relative to changes in the current issues,

or early intimation of any new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a specimen ; such information

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

Address: Editor "London Philatelist," Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,
London, W.C.

"i-

BRITISH EMPIRE.

Bahamas.— It is reported that a id. en-

velope has been issued here, with stamp

similar in design to the new pictorial ad-

hesive.
Envelope, id., red.

British B e c h u a n a l a n d. — Ewcji's

Weekly reports the overprinting of two

English post cards for use here.

Post Cards.

Jd., blue-green; surcharged " Becliuanaland Protectorate."

xd., carmine ,, ,, ,,

British Central Africa.—A few speci-

mens of the provisional id., of July, 1898,

have been found with the embossed centre

inverted. It is stated that the whole of the

top row of one sheet was struck thus, the

stamps being imperforate. Messrs. Stanley

Gibbons, Limited, secured all that were

found.

British Honduras.—Wc hear from

Eiven's Weekly that there has been issued

a 10 cents stamp in the same type as the

recently issued 5 cents, black on blue, with

inscription "POSTAGE & revknue."

Adhiiivt.

lu c, lilac and urccii, C.\, pclT. M ; vulu<.- in wliile Oil

i.ulouiod gruuiid.

CiKKAT liKiiAlN.—Wcarc in'brnicil by
the daily papers lli.it, "according to present

arrangi-niciits, some of the new postage

stamps will be issued early in the new
year, The orij.;inal intention was lo put

them on sale at the principal post offices

on the King's birthday. This, however,
was found to be iinjiossible, a sullTiciont

number of sheets not being ready at

the time. Good progress is now being
made with the printing, which has been
entrusted to Messrs. De la Rue and Co.,

and the work is being carried out under the

supervision of officials from Somerset House.
The designs of the new stamps have been
prepared by Mr. Emile Fuchs. As with the

Victorian stamps, the head of the Sovereign
will figure on each stamp. Only the head of

the King is shown, and he has been diawn
bare-headed and without the crown. This
is a departure fiom the accepted custom
when her late Majesty was upon the throne,

Queen Victoria always being portrayed as

wearing a small crown or diadem. King
Edward's choice, however, is in accordance
with the general practice of reigning kings

and emperors, though the young Queen of

Holland follows the example of Queen
Victoria. The likeness of the King has

been approveil by His Majesty. The design

of the stami)s has undergone changes also

in matters of detail, and it has been ilccided

to abandon some of the colours formerly

in use. The halfpenny stamps will be green,

as heretofore, but the design that Mr. Emile
Fuchs has prepared is of a more elaborate

character than that with which the public

are familiar, and the elVect has been to give

the stamps the appearance of being in a

green of a darker shade.
" In the penny stamps the e.\isting mauve

colour will no longer be in use. Its place

will be taken by stamps of a dull crimson.

It is in contemplation to use the colour for

other stamps of highei v.iliic, the price being

plainly induateil in ligmcs to pievcnl con-

fusion. But this is a m.ittei tli.it is uiulerstmui

to be still under iiiiisideialion. llu- licsigns

of the stamps of highest \aliic have not yet

received the King's approval, and it is

prob.ibic that those in ino:>t general use

will be the lirst issued. .\s in the case of
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the coins, it is not intended to stop the issue
of the Victorian stamps until the reserve in

hand has been exhausted. These are hkely
to be on sale at the out-offices for some
considerable time."

charged „p^"^^„ in black, with the original

Gold Coast.— Mr. Louis E. Bradbury

has shown us the current 6d., lilac, sur-

ONE
PENNY

value barred.

The overprint is, we believe, identical with

that of 1889.

Adhesive. ^,^^^y 011 6d., lilac ; black surcharge.

India.—Alwin:—We have received a

sheet of the j a. stamps, which is evidently

printed from a fresh stone. There are thirty-

five stamps on the sheet, five horizontal rows

of seven ; they are in a light green shade,

and much more clearly printed than the

emerald-green edition, and the stamps are

not quite so close together as last time.

They are badly perforated, with the same
machine as before.

—

M.J.

Mafeking.— Mr. J. R. F. Turner has

found some more varieties for us to chronicle.

All are used.
Provisionals.

6d. on 3d., Bechuanaland Protectorate on English,
with inverted surcharge.

IS. on 40., British Bechuanaland on English, double
surcharge, but lower surcharge itiverted.

IS. on 4d., British Bechuanaland on English,
with treble surcharge.

Maurii lUS.—The provisional post card of

2 cents on 8 cents comes, it is reported, in

reply card form.

Post Card. 2+2 cents on 8+8 cents, rose on buff.

Newfoundland. — The new 4 cents,

purple, stamp with a portrait of H.R.H.

the Princess of Wales has arrived, and

Messrs. Hamilton Smith and Co. and

Whitfield King and Co. send us copies.

It is a handsome stamp of the current

shape, perf. 12, with no watermark.

The American Bank Note Company are

the printers.

Adhesive. 4 cents, purple, perf. 12 ; no watermark.

New South Wales.—The Australian

Philatelist mentions a curious error of the

current one penny post card.

The error is that only half of the stamp

has been impressed.

The stamp is divided diagonally exactly

in half; the line of division runs from the

top right-hand corner to the bottom left

corner.

It was used on May 30th of this year, and

was carried and delivered without any extra

charge.

New Zealand.—We have seen a hori-

zontal pair of the 2s., grey-green, of the

pictorial issue, London print, imperforated

between.

The yl/. J. reports having had submitted

a curious specimen of the is., bi'own-red,

of the 1882-97 issue, perf. ii. It has a

conspicuous flaw, showing a large white

space where the nose of the profile should

be. It is the first stamp (left top corner) of

the right-hand lower pane of the sheet.

North Borneo. — Many of our con-

temporaries chronicle a set for this part

of our possessions, surcharged "British

protectorate," in two lines, in various

inks. It goes against the grain to have to

put this issue on record, as there are already

enough varieties and to spare for this country

!

A dhesives.

1 c, ochre and black; surcharged in carmine.
2 c, green ,, ,, ,,

3 c, violet and green ,, black.

4 c, carmine and black ,, green.

5 c, orange ,, ,, ,,

6 c, ochre ,, ,, carmine.
8 c, purple ,, ,, blue.

12 c, dull blue ,, ,, red.

18 c, green „ ,, „
24 c, red and blue ,,

black.

25 c, indigo
,,

red.

50 c, violet ,, black.

Orange River Colony.—Our pubhshers

have obtained a sheet of the Orange Free

State provisional ^d. on 3d. of 1896, bearing

both surcharges of that date, and thus in-

cluding several fresh varieties. The ordinary

"Halve Penny" surcharge exists with each

of the seven varieties of the large "^d."

The variety without stop after " Penny

"

exists on stamps with varieties (ii) and (vii)

of the ^d. And the error "Penny" falls

on a stamp with double surcharge, varieties

(ii) and (vii) together.

A coi^respondent tells us of a variety of

the id. (raised stops) with large stop after

" V." and very small ones after '• R.I."

—

M.J.

Queensland.—Ewetis Weekly reports

that the current id. stamp exists perf.

12x9 J, and the .S*. C.F. has had submitted

a pair of the id. of 1894 {biirele at back)

with a curious double perforation.

The first colonial stamp bearing the King's

Head has, we are told, reached this side.

It is not a postal, but a fiscal stamp for use

in Queensland.



NEW ISSUES. 279

The Auslralian Journal ofPhilately refers

to this issue as follows :

—

"We have seen the 2d. and 3d. values of

the new Queensland Duty stamps, bearing
portraits of the King. They are the most
wretched things ever turned out of a stamp-
printing office in Australia."

Sarawak. — Messrs. Stanley Gibbons,

Limited, have found a sheet of sixty of

the "one cent" on 3 c. of 1892 (No. 25 in

the Catalogue), in which the right-hand

stamp of the second horizontal row has no

stop after the word "cent".

South Africa.— Fr/^wr^-.—From Mr.

Ad Sonn we have received the following:

—

" I beg to send you for your inspection

a id. of the so-called Vryburg pro\isionaIs.

Instead of ' 1
' there is a broken ' I.' The

following are the Vryburg provisionals as
far as I have seen them.

"^d., id., 2d., and 2id. The surcharge is

9 mm., with the exception of the 2d., which
is only found 12^ mm. wide. All four are
found with a slanting 'z' in 'z.A.R.' There
are two more varieties known, i.e. \d. and
id., with the surcharge 12^ mm. wide.

"As the issue was authorised by the
General Postmaster, it might be worth
mentioning the varieties in your esteemed
paper."

Mr. J. R. F. Turner also writes ;

—

" I also have a 2d. Vryburg (Boer occupa-
tion) with italic "z" in " Z.A.R " of surcharge.
This was used on an envelope directed to

Johannesburg."

South Australia.—Collectors of minor

varieties arc informed by the Auslralian

Philatelist that a copy of the 2jd. on 4d.,

green, of 1891, has Ijccn found with the

top stroke of liic "d" not showing, thus

reading 2^0.

Straits Settlements.— /V/-rt/'.— It is

stated l)y llie M. J. that the stamp (No. 33

in the Catalogue) exists with a double im-

pression of the surcharge, whicli is very

jdaiiily seen in the word "PKRAK."

Tran.svaai,.—A vertical strip of llirce

(jf the id. V.K.I, has been shown to llic

S. C. /'., ihc top stamp of which has two

distinct stops after tiie "
I
" in the form

of a colon, wliile the lower stamps ha\c

no stops after llic " I " at all.

ViCTOUiA.—Another variety has been dis-

covered, writes the Australian Philalclist.

The obsolete id., carmine, has turned up

with full sli)|) alter "penny."

Eighteen specimens were found in .1 parcel

of 20,000, so it is fairly rnie.

EUROPE.

Austria.—As we expected, other values

are found on the diagonally lined paper, and

the following are duly reported.

Adittsives.

I heller lilac, with diagonal lines

2 > slate-violet

3 » brown
6 „

20 „
orange
brown

25 » ultramarine

30 „ mauve

Bulgaria.—A new issue is reported in

several quarters.

From the M. C. we gather that the stamps

bear the portrait of Prince Ferdinand I.

They are surface-printed in two colours, the

second being that of the oval portrait and

the numerals of value in the upper angles.

On unwatermarked paper, perf. I2|. The
date of issue is given as October ist (O.S.).

A new set of Postage Uue stamps of

5, 10, 30, and 50 stotinki is in preparation.

A dkesivcs.

1 stot., lilac and grey-black.

2 II grey-green and slate-blue,

3 ,, orange and black.

S ,, emerald and brown.
10 ,, rose and dark brown.
IS ,, lake and grey-black.

25 ,, blue and black.

30 ,, olive-brown and grey-black.

50 ,, dark blue and brown.
1 lev., vermilion and grey-green.

2 leva, scarlet and black.

3 II gfey and red-brown.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send us

specimens.

German Empire.— Mr. Franz Reichen-

heim informs us that on .^pril ist next year

the stamps of this country will be issued

bearing the inscription "Deutsches Reich,"

in place of the word " Reichspost."

Greece.—The current 10 lepta post card

exists in two distinct shades, scarlet-red and

lake.—JA C.

From the /'. / />'. we learn tliat the post

card and letter card of 10 lepta have both

been modided.

The former has the lines at the top, and

notably the words Carti-postaU in a thinner

and much clearer type. The letter card has

had instructions addiil .it the back in nine

lines, which decree that any letter card

having enclosures of any kind will not be

forwaidcd.

The I drachma adhesive of the new issue

has been received by the Philatdii Rtiortt

imperforate vertically.

IlDLLANl'.— .Vnother value, the J C, is
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reported by the M. J. to be in a new shade

of colour, rose-red.

Adhesive. 5 c, rose-red.

Hungary.— It is reported that the current

6 filler stamp has changed its colour to bistre.

Adhesive, 6 filler, current type, bistre.

Levant {Fre?ich Post Offices).—The cur-

rent I piastre on 25 c, black on rose, exists

with the surcharge inverted. — Philatelic

Record.
A dhesive.

I piastre on 25 c, black on rose ; surcharge inverted.

ROUMANIA.

—

Ewe}is Weekly chronicles

the 15 bani of the current type in a new
colour, grey on white paper. No wmk.,

pink gum, perf. 1 1^.

Adhesive. 15 bani, grey.

Servia.—A post card of lo paras, with

stamp of the new type, was issued in

September.

—

M. C.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send us

the I dinar red and blue stamp of 1896,

surcharged "
1 5 paras " in one line, in black.

Adhesive.

15 paras on i dinar, red and blue; black surcharge.

Post Card,

10 paras, carmine on cream.

WURTEMBERG. — On April 1st, 1902,

Wurtemberg will cease to issue its own
stamps, having by that time joined the

German Postal Institution.

Mr. Franz Reichenheim has kindly supplied

the above information.

AMERICA.

Argentine Republic.—It is reported

that the i peso of the current set may be

found with inverted centre.

Chili.— Another value, states Eweji's

Weekly, has been touched up.

The 10 c, violet, has the network of the

background redrawn above the head of

Columbus.

Colombian Republic—The M.J. has

received a 50 c. stamp of similar design to

the 10 c. of the issue of 1898-9.

Adhesive. 50 c, blue on lilac
; perf. 13J.

Dominican Republic—A new issue is

announced in several quarters.

The design, it is stated, closely resembles

that of 1895, and the stamps are bicoloured.

the centre being in lilac
;
perf. 14^. New

Postage Due stamps are expected.

Adhesivcs. J centavo, red and lilac.

1 ,, olive-green and lilac,

2 centavos, dark green ,,

5 ,, dark brown ,,

]o ,, orange ,,

20 ,, dark violet
,,

50 ,, grey-black ,,

I peso, chocolate.

Ecuador. — Supplies of the 5 sucres

lately received by Messrs. Gibbons are

found to be similar in colour to those of

1899, viz. lilac or mauve, according as the

chroniclers judge the shade.

All the stamps in new colours or shades

are stated to have the " oficial " surcharge,

in black.

The M. C. reports the post cards of 1896

"habilitated" for 1901-2, with a surcharge

like that already used in 1899 for the

envelopes.
Post Cards.

2 centavos, red on rose ; red surcharge.

3 ,, green on blue ; dark green surcharge.

Nicaragua.—We are told by the Metro-

politan Philatelist that the contract between

the Postmaster-General of this country and

Senor Asenjo, whereby a new series of

postage stamps was to be issued yearly and

the remainder of the old issue postmarked

and placed on sale through a prominent

New York dealer, has been cancelled by

the Nicaraguan officials, who paid the New
York parties for the privilege of withdrawing

from the contract. There will be no new

issue for 1901, and the present set will

remain in use until changed for postal

reasons. This is good news.

Peru.—Two new stamps are announced

by the Metropolitan Philatelist, the 10 c;

of current type in lilac instead of slate-black,

and 22 c. with head of Liberty in place of

portrait as at present.

Adhesives. 10 c, lilac, current type.

22 c, colour ?, with head of Liberty.

United States. — The Metropolitan

Philatelist gives the following information

about the contemplated new post card :

—

" The design for this postal card has been
approved, and the plates, or rather dies,

are now in course of engraving. In a way
the new postal will be an innovation, several

new and unique features being incorporated.

Instead of the heavy black letter used in

the line 'United States of America,' an
open-faced type will probably be used, and
the line will read, ' U. S. Postal Card.' This
line will appear a little above the centre of

the card, and above this in small type will
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appear the legend in substance :
' The space

above is for use of the postmark'; and
below the principal line, 'U. S. Postal Card,'

will be another line in small type, in sub-

stance : 'This side exclusively for address.'

A space of more than an inch at the top
of the card will be left for the postmark,
which heretofore has not been readily dis-

tinguishable on account of the heavy type
used in the main line. Inside the border
at the right, in approximately the same
position now occupied, will appear the face

of McKinley in place of Jefferson. The
photograph for use on this card has not
been finally determined upon.

" McKinley's face will be on the regular

size card, the small size and the double
card not being changed. The new contract

for postal cards awarded to the concern
in the little town of Piedmont, in West
Virgmia, goes into effect in November, and
the plates are to be ready, if possible, so

that the new contract may begin with the

new design card.

" In addition to the changes in the new
postal card referred to, an inscription giving
name, date of birth and death will appear
above or beneath the portrait."

Uruguay.—The current Official stamps

have, in addition to the word "OFICIAL,"
surcharged upon them a microscopic mono-

gram, formed of the letters " H. R.", which,

according to l.e C. de T.-P., are the initials

of the Postmaster-General, Ilonore Roustan.

We do not know whether the word and the

monogram always occupy the same relative

positions, but on a copy before us the mono-
gram is directly below the first letter " I

"

and jjlaced at right angles to it.

—

M. J.

OTHER COUNTRIES.

China.—We have seen the current 4 c.

impcrf vertically.

—

I'ltilatelic Rtxord.

Adhesive.—^ c, yellow-brown, impcrf, vertically.

COREA.—The M. C. gives notice of some
new post cards.

Post Cards.

i-f-i cheun, pale blue on white.

4 „ red-brown on brownish.

Dutch Indies.— Referring to page 324,

\ol. ix., we find it now reported that two

ID cents stamps in the sheet of 2co have

the "E' in the overprint "NED. InDIE"
without the dots.

Guadeloupe.—The s centimes has now
arri\ed in the yellow-green garb, and Messrs.

Whitfield King and Co. send us a specimen.

Adhesive. 5 centimes, yellow-green.

Japan.—The 5 rin stamp has been re-

placed by one similar in design, but the

value is now ^ sen.

Adhesive. ^ sen, grey.

Reunion.—A Continental journal, accord-

ing to Eweiis, announces some provisionals

for this island.

A bar is supposed to fall across the

original value of the stamp, but is often

placed too high or too low ; all the sheets

have the millesime 3.

Proz'isionats. 5 c. on 40 c.

S c. on 50 c.

IS c. on 75 c.

15 c. on I f.

St. Pierre et Miquklon.—We have

received from Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co. the 10 centime stamp of 1892, printed

in rose-red and blue, surcharged in black,

" Colis Postaux," or Parcels Post.

Adhesive.

10 c, rose-red and blue, surcharged in black, "Colis
Postaux."

SiAM.—There are some new letter cards

issued here, and the M. C. lists the follow-

ing:—
Letter Curds. 3 atts, carmine on blue.

4 ,, blue „
lo ,, brown ,,

13 „ green '„

(S:^^

^
^kD
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||]^ilalelic Snrietus' Ulc^tings*

Council for the Year igoi-igoj.

President—
H.R.H. The Princk of Wales.

"

Vice-President— M. P. Castle.
Hon. Sec7-ciary—J. A. Tilleard.
Hon. Treasurer— C. N. Biggs.

Hon. Assistant Secretary — Yi. R. Oldfield.
Hon. Librarian—T. Maycock.

W. B. Avery. C. J. Daun.
E. D. Bacon.- R. Ehrenbach.
W. D. Beckton. T. W. Hall.
The Earl of Crawford, K.T. L. L. R. Hausburg.

R. Meyer.

The first meeting of the season 1 901-1902 was
held at Effingham House on Friday the 25th
October, 1901, at 7.45 p.m.

Members present : M. P. Castle, the Earl of

Crawford, E. D. Bacon, Herbert R. Oldfield,

Robert Ehrenbach, Rudolph Meyer, Rudolph
Frentzel, Franz Reichenheim, John G. Tolhurst,

M. ConoUy, Malcolm S. Cooke, C. Neville

Biggs, T. Maycock, A. R. Barrett, Louis E.

Bradbury, Thos. Wm. Hall, Douglas Ellis, C. J.
Daun, A. B. Creeke, jun., William Silk, jun.,

L. W. Fulcher, W. Schwabacher, C. McNaughtan,
Edward J. Nankivell, L. L. R. Hausburg, Gordon
Smith, J. A. Tilleard.

Visitors : John W. Jones, L. S. Charlich.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President, and
the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th June,

1 90 1, were read and confirmed.

The Hon. Secretary reported that the following

works had been presented to the Society, and the

Hon. Librarian was requested to acknowledge
receipt thereof in the usual terms : Guide to

Colors, by Charles Stewart ; Stamp Huiiting, by
Lewis Robie.

The recent death of Mr. E. C. Luard was
noted by the members of the Society with much
regret.

The Vice - President then reported to the

members the result of the response to the invita-

tion which had been sent to read papers and give

displays, and intimated that the replies received

would provide material for fifteen meetings of the

Society, and that a programme of the business of

the various meetings would in due course be
published in the Lo7idon Philatelist.

Mr. Biggs presented the report of the Dinner
Committee, who would be glad to receive from
members, as soon as possible, replies to the

circular which had been sent, so that the arrange-

ments for the dinner on the evening of Thursday,
the 14th November, might be completed.

Mr. Robert Blake Yardley, proposed by Mr.
E. D. Bacon and seconded by Mr. J. A. Tilleard,

was duly elected a member of the Society.

The Right Hon the Earl of Kintore. G.c. M.G.,
etc., proposed by the Earl of Crawford, K.T.,

and seconded by the Vice-President, was duly
elected a member of the Society.

The Vice-President read a notice which had

been kindly furnished by Mr. A. B. Creeke, jun.,

as to the design and colour of the new British

stamps of the values of ^d. and id. respectively,

and that the same would be issued on the 1st

January, 1902, or possibly on the 9th November,

1 90 1, being the date of the King's birthday.

The Earl of Crawford then made some intro-

ductory remarks relative to his collection of

stamps of the Colony of Queensland, and sub-

sequently gave to the members a display of his

stamps of that Colony.

The collection was exceedingly strong in all

but the earliest issues, embodying a great many
proofs and essays and valuable notes on the

stamps which had been made by the late Post-

master-General of the Colony, which notes, con-

siderably enhanced the interest in the stamps

shown.

A vote of thanks was duly proposed by Mr.

E. D. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Castle, and
carried unanimously, and was responded to by
the Earl of Crawford.

It was then resolved, on the motion of Mr.

T. W. Hall and seconded by Mr. C. Neville

Biggs, that the meetings of the Society for the

present season should be held fortnightly.

SBirmtngljam f Ijilat^lw ^oa^t^.

October 17th. — The following were unani-

mously elected members : Dr. J. M. Armendariz,
Messrs. B. Jay, B. Szekula, Stuart J. Anderson,

G. P. Jenkins, H. G. Hanson, F. L. Sanchez.

The Society's Forgery Collection was then
'

displayed, and Mr. Connolly showed his collec-

tion of Great Britain.

Messrs. H. M. Hepworth and T. W. Peck
were thanked for valuable contributions to the

Permanent Collection, Messrs. R. Hollick and
Connolly for donations to the Forgery Collection,

and Messrs. Stanley Gibbons to the Library.

November Sth.—The following were unani-

mously elected members : Mrs. £. K. Marr,

Mrs. C. B. Caswell, Rev. B. Cornford, Rev.

G. H. Raynor, Messrs. F. W. Franklin, E.

Lintelo, C. Bigg, S. Spyridakis.

Contributions to the Library were received

from Messrs. E. Roberts, C. S. S. Johnston,

C. A. Stephenson, R. H. Ridout, H. M.
Campbell, Wilmot Corfield, S. F. Bickers; to

the Permanent Collection from Messrs. E. J.

Nankivell, H. B. Bilbrough, W. S. Vaughton,
Dr. J. N. Keynes ; and votes of thanks were
accorded to them.

It has been decided to go carefully through
the stamps of Great Britain during this session

in addition to other work, and the first serious

discussion of them was opened by Mr. R.
Hollick. After briefly recapitulating the chief

points about their manufacture, he proceeded to

the details of the varieties of perforation and
die. The discussion was taken up by a good
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nuiiiber of those present, and some interesting

points were touched on, which it is hoped will

lead to further investigation.

For instance, one member, by means of re-

constructed sheets and the postmarks on the same,
showed that the letters in the corners were at

first all small ones, but that afterwards, as the
punches wore out, others were supplied with
larger letters, so that sheets can be reconstructed
with small letters, large and small on the same
stamps, and large only.

The bluing of the paper was next brought
forward, and as a number of experiments on
various papers and preparations of paper have
not yet been finished, it could not be definitely

stated what the cause actually was, although it

was hinted at. Since the "gum explanation"
has been put aside, it has been generally put
down to the alum in the ink ; but this idea was
most unceremoniously brushed aside by the fact

that the bluing does not go through except
in the very thinnest paper. In the case of all

the thicker paper the blue surface can be skinned
off, leaving the inner portions as yellowish, as

unaffected by the bluing, as before it was printed
upon. It follows, therefore, that it was not the
gum nor the ink that had any material part in

this blue colour. It must be looked for in the
chemical action that took place when the damp
sheets of paper were subjected to the influence

of steel plates, of which more anon.

The three packets which started on November
4lh, 5th, and 6lh were very fine ones, and
although the total is far from our record, the
B packet will take a lot of beating.

£ s. d.

A 630 o 7

B 2,326 9 8

C 298 19 4i

^3,255 9 7i

dai-m imiaUlic ^odd]).

Presiiient—tAr. Wai.teh Scott.

This Society held its second Annual .Meeting on
the 8th inst., when the following nieniljcrs were
jiresent : Mr. Walter Scott (rrcsidcnl), Mr. K. W.
.Shackell, J.l'., and Alderman VV. [. 'J'romice, J.l".

(Vict- Presidents), and Messrs. W. (). liowden,

J. L. I'^vcrell, W. A. Jutsuni (Hon. Secretary

and Treasurer), B. \V. King, (1. IC. I'clty, and
B. Rowlands.

The uunibirship for liic past session was
Iwenly-four, the average atleiidimce being twelve.

The year's finances were good, there lieiiig a good
surplus ill hand after payment of all lialiililie-<.

The wlujie of the otficcrs as above, together

with Mis. (Jroves us Librarian, were re-elected,

and the following members were elcclcd on llic

Comniitlec : Messrs. C. J. Bedlinglon, j. I.,

Kvcrett, B. W. King, (J. K. I'etly, arid B.

Kowiands.

The following is the present .stusoii'H pro-

gramme :
—

1901.

Nov. It, DUplay with Nuten, " Norway niul .Swoilon,"

Nil. II. Kowi.AM))!.

Doc 10. DUpluy will) Nulon, "MauriiiiiK,"
Mr, Walt»k Scott,

1902.

Jan. 14. Display with Notes, "Newfoundland."
Alderman Trou.^CE.

Feb. II. Display wiih Notes, " Belgium."
Mr. E. W. ShaCKELl.

Mar. II. Display with Notes, ''Denmark."
Mr. W. A. JLTSU.M.

April 3. Display with Notes, "Portugal."
Mr. G. E. Pettv.

At the conclusion of the evening's business
Mr. J. L. Everett displayed his stamps of
Holland, and several other members exhibited

their collections.

The rule limiting residence of members to ten

miles was enlarged to thirty miles, which should
increase the membership. An exchange packet
was also suggested, and the formation was
delegated to a sub-committee.

Official Address

—

371, Cowbridge Road, Cardiff.

"^^rts ^Jljilat^lic i^orittn.

A General Meeting was held at Anderlon's
Hotel, Fleet Street, E.G., on Tuesday, November
5th, 1901, at 7 p.m.

Present : Messrs, W. Simpson (chair), R.
Blenkinsop, L. E. Bradbury, W. A. Boyes,

L. Gharlick, W. G. Cool, R. Erentzel, W.
Jacoby, E. A. Mardon, Fred. J. Melville, R.
Meyer, C. P. Sisley, C. R. Sutherland, D,
Thomson, J. R. F. Turner, T. Turner, and
H. A. Slade.

Messrs. Leon Pirotie and Robert Reid, jun.,

were elected ordinary members of the Society,

Routine business having been concluded, the

Chairman introduced Mr. J. R. F. Turner, who
had kindly volunteered to exhibit his well-known
collection of " Mafeking Besieged'' stamps, and
who had come from Oxford in most inclement

weather to fulfil his engagement. The display

was accompanied by a valuable paper illustrating

the subject from philatelic and historical points of

view. The surcharged stamps were shown unused
in blocks, and on thirty-five envelopes that had
got through to Rhodesia and Great Britain, one or

two varieties used thus being probably unique.

Indeed, the collection was practically complete

;

all the great rarities were present, including :

—

(rt) 3d, on id., Bcch. Prot. on luiglish, double

surcharge, used, and dated " Apr. 26,00,"

(b) 6d, on 3d., ditto, unused.

(c) 6d. on 3d., ditto, double surcluuge, used, and
dated "Apr. 1.00."

((/) 6d. on 3d., ditto, inverted surcharge, used, nnd
dttleil " .Mar, 30.00."

((') IS. on 4d., Biiti>h Bechiianalatul on English,

ilouble stuehargc (the lower >urih.irgc licing

inverted), used, luul dated " Miu. 31.OO,"

The Baden- I'uwclls nnd Cyclisli, with iheir

wonderful range of shades, were in full force, ihc

Biidcn-l'osvell, lieiid tn riglit (picked up at auction

for a mere song), being niituiitlly the fi.\f tit

i(siit,iiu(. Though tiie B,l', vutielics were

slated lo have been used sulely williin the lines,

no less than leu ciilires slmwing lliey luid fiankril

kllcrs lo lltilitwayo ttiul elsewhere lend li> dis-

piiive lliat iheoiy. The l.ilKiwini; also deserve

special mention : ,\ culleclion of ihe stamps u»e«l

dining liie oci'U|>ttiion ol Naiul and C'ape C>ilony

on entires, potiniaiked with ilie names uf iuch
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familiar places as Dundee, Elandslaagte, New-
castle, Ingogo, and Colesburg ; the Ladysmith
post cards ; ISIafeking Siege Notes ; some of the

rarities of the Orange River Colony V.R.I. 's

(pair of 6d., carmine, value on one omitted ; pair

of id., "I." of one omitted; strip of three 2d.

with surcharge spread over two stamps instead of

one); Transvaal V.R.I.'s, including inverts, and

;^5, used ; Vryburg, Lydenburg, Rustenburg, and
Wolmaranstad provisionals, etc.

Altogether the display and paper were worthy
of the best traditions of the Society, and were
fully entitled to the hearty vote of thanks tendered
to Mr. Turner for his great courtesy and con-

sideration.

General exchange and discussion brought the

meeting to a close at 9.30 p.m.

On Tuesday, December 3rd, Mr. Franz Reichen-
heim will give a paper and display of the stamps
of the German Empire, at 7.10 p.m.

H, A. Slade, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

President—W. Dorning Beckton.

The opening meeting of the eleventh session, at

the Grand Hotel, on Friday October nth, took
the form of a conversazione and display of stamps
by some of the members. A number of ladies

and friends were also present, and during the

evening a selection of music was given by the

Doric Quartette.

The President took the chair at the second
meeting on October 25th, supported by fourteen

members and two visitors.

The Rev. L. Isett was elected a member of the

Society.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Hon.
Secretary for his gift of a bookcase for the library.

Three short papers were read : the first by Mr.
Gibson, dealing with the three types of the 20 c.

on 15c., Italy, 1865 ; the second by Mr. Grune-
wald, being a translation of a humorous article

in a French paper reporting the discovery in the

streets of Paris of a tele-bkhe pair of the id. and
2d. Post Office, Mauritius, both blue ; and the

third sent by Mr. North, and read, in his absence
abroad, by Mr. Gee, on the stamps of Scinde
Dawk.

The third meeting was held at the Grand Hotel
on November 8th, when, in addition to the Presi-

dent, there were twelve members present.

Messrs. G. Lionel Campbell, jun., T. Anyon,
and Dr. W. R. Matthews were elected ordinary

members, and Dr. W. Clayton Grosvenor a cor-

responding member of the Society.

Mr. Abbott gave a display of the stamps of

British Bechuanaland, with notes. The stamps
were all unused, principally in pairs and blocks,

and included the ^d., first issue, surcharged twice,

in black and also in red, the id., second issue, with

no " r " in " British "
; of the Protectorate stamps

the \A. with "Protectorate" twice, also with

small "p", and with small "p" inverted, etc.

G. Fred H. Gibson.

Kersal, Manchester.

^uburhan ^tamp dicljang^

The July packets returned from circulation five

days before the appointed time, and sheets were
returned and balances submitted with the least

possible delay. The total sales on the three

packets amounted to ^^151 2s. 3d.—a very fair

average considering the slack season of the year.

Three packets, containing 147 sheets, valued in

the aggregate at ;^i,6o3 19s. lid., were made up
and despatched on the October circuit by the

25th of the month. A good selection of medium
and rare stamps was offered in fine condition

at much below catalogue prices, Europeans and
South Africans perhaps proving the strongest

sections. Members having duplicates to dispose

of at reasonable rates, and members wishing to

fill up the blanks in their albums advantageously,

will find the Club a capital medium for both
purposes. Collectors of all grades will be welcomed,
but as the value of the packets is very great, it is

obvious that every applicant must be prepared to

furnish satisfactory references if required. Copies

of rules, club stationery, etc., with full informa-

tion, will be forwarded on demand by the

Secretary,

H. a. Slade.
Ingleside, St. Albans.

tEarrin0t0tt ^IjilatfUc ^amt^.

The sixth Annual General Meeting of the Society

was held on October 26th, 1901, the President,

Mr. John P. Reynolds, being in the chair.

The Hon. Secretary presented a satisfactory

report, and the accounts showed a good balance

in hand. The sales effected through the exchange

packets during the year had averaged about

twenty per cent, of the value of stamps sent in,

and the character of the stamps was improving.

Mr. John P. Reynolds was again elected

President, the Committee was reappointed, and
Mr. Herbert Woods was re-elected Hon, Secretary

for the ensuing year.

Herbert Woods, Hon, Sec.

Moore, near Warrington.

Wat Cclkrtora' Club.

351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

The seventy - first meeting of the Board of

Governors was held at the Club House on
Monday evening, October 14th, 1901. Present:

Messrs. Andreini, Low, Luff, and Perrin. The
resignations of Messrs. Stehlin and Morgan were

read and accepted. The resignation of Mr.

O'Donohue, both as governor and member, was
accepted, and Mr. G. E. Jones was appointed on

the Board to fill the vacancy until the next annual

meeting. The Treasurer's report, showing a cash

balance in hand of $184.26, exclusive of $1,000

bond, was approved as read. Moved, seconded,

and carried, that the Club donate a medal to cost

$25 for the best collection of coins to be exhibited

at the Club House, said exhibition to be held in
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January, 1902, and competition to be open to

all coin collectors, whether members of the Club
or not. Messrs. Low, Luft", and Scott were
appointed as the Committee to make arrange-

ments for the Coin Exhibition. House Committee
was empowered to purchase the necessary book-
cases for the Club. The following applications

having been posted the required length of time,

their names were balloted upon and were duly

declared elected: Benjamin C. Williams and J. II.

INIakins (stock-holders) ; C. B. Corwin, J. B.

Aldred, Charles A. Brown, and Fritz Hoeninghaus
(subscriljing members). The following applica-

tion for membership was received and posted on
the bulletin board : Carl Willadt, Pforzheim,

Baden
;
proposed by Y . P. Bruner, seconded by

J. C. Morgenthau. Adjourned at 10 p.m.

Albert Perri.\, Secretary.

dorrespontiena.

Communications.—.,4// conmitnications of Philatelic matters and Publications for Review should

be addressed to the Editor of The London Philatelist, Kingston Lodge, Richmond Place,

Brighton.

Advertisements should be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson (Advertising Department), Effing-

ham House, Arundel Street, London, W.C.

Subscriptions. —The London Philatelist will be sent, post-free in Great Britain or the countries

of the Postal Union, to any subscriber, on receipt of 6s. (§1.50). Subscribers' remittances should

be sent to Mr. A. Churchill Emerson, Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand,

London, W.C.

COMPETITIVE EXHIBITION IN

NEW YORK.

To the Edilor 0/ the " London Philatelist."

The Philatelic Society,

351, Fourth Avenue, New York.

Dear Sir,— For the first time since its organ-

i.sation the Philatelic Society, New York, has

arranged for competitive exhibitions open to

collectors who are not members as well as to

members.

(i) December I5ih, 1901, best hundred different

used stamps, condition and rarily to count. (2)

January 20tli, 1902, lic-st hundred different unused

stamps, condition and rarily to ctjiinl. (j) Fcliruary

17th, 1902, i)est thousand straight varieties,

postally used, condition only to count.

Conditions : First prize in each exhibit, silver

medal ; second prize, a bronze medal, if competi-

tion warrants it. Collections are to be deposited

with J. C. Morgenthau at 87, Nassau Street,

New S'ork City, not later than three days before

date of each exhibition ; they must be securely

packed without owner's name, and will be

numbered and receipted for.

Judges: II. 1%. Deals, Chairman, J. W. Scott,

and J. C. Morgenthau.

You are cordially invited to compete, speci.il

attention being called to third exhibit, in which a

stamp of greatest rarity counts the same as the

commonest specimen.

\'cry truly yours,

John A. Kle.mANN, Secretary.

October tith, 1901.
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Wxt Jftaiiet.

Note.— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the state

of the Market, Trade publications, etc.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper

Sale of October 24th and 24th.

* Unused. £
Great Britain, id., red, Plate 132, hor.

pair* . . . . I

Ditto, 6d.
,
pale chestnut, Plate 11,

ditto . . . . I

Ditto, IS., orange-brown, spray, ditto I

Belgium, 1850, 40 c, carmine,* wmk.
in frame . . . . I

Bremen, 7 grote, imperf., on piece . i

Denmark, ist issue, 2 r.b.s.,* mint,

£2 2s. and . . . 2

Finland, 1883, 5 marks, green and rose,

hor. pair *
. . . . l

Ditto, ditto, 10 marks, brown and
rose, ditl;o . . • 3

France, 1st issue, I fr., vermilion . 5

Ditto, Journal Stamp, 186S, perf. 12J
5 c, mauve* . . .2

Modena, large B. G. . . .1
Switzerland, Basle, z\ rap. . . 3

Ditto, Geneva, 5 + 5

.

. . 14
Ditto, Zurich, 4 r., hor. lines . . 5

Ditto, ditto, ditto, vert, lines . . 5

Ditto, Winterthur, 2^ r.* . .3
Tuscany, I soldo, on blue, vert, pair . 2

Ceylon, 2s., imperf., thinned at top . 3

Philippines, 1863, l and 2 reales* . 3

Griqualand, id., with small Roman
" G," in black and in red, both in-

verted* . . . . I

Orange River Colony, id., surcharged
"V.R."only* . . . 2

Ditto, right and left panes of

"V.R.I." 2^d., showing errors,

no stop, square stops, and varieties,

Roman I and antique 2*, 120, mint 50
Ditto, right pane, is., level stops,

showing varieties, no stop, square

stop, etc. .

Newfoundland, 8d., vermilion, pair*

U.S.A., 1869, 90 c.,* full gum .

St. Lucia, 6d., green

Mexico, 3 centavos. Eagle *

New Zealand, 6d., on peliire, rouletted

Ditto, IS., ditto, perf. .

Queensland, i860, 2d., deep blue, im
perf., pair .

Ditto, ditto, 6d., green, ditto .

Tasmania, 2d., star, pair

Victoria, 6d., yellow, serrated perfs.

Ditto, Too Late

Western Australia, 6d., black-bronze

s. </.

10

7

12

8

16

6

18

7 6

10

5

8

17 6

10

17 6

IS

2

3

3

6

16

17 6

10

S

18

18

2

5

15
10

15

12

16

8

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper.

Sale of November 7th and 8th.

* Unused.

Jleligoland, 1875, i pf., block of four,

used . ...
Austria, newspaper stamp, 30 kr., rose,

slightly cut into

Bavaria, 1876, I mark, horizontal wavy
lines,* with gum

France, 1st issue, 20 c, darh blue,

minute tear

Ditto, ditto, I fr., vermilion

Naples, 4 t., arms . . ,

Prussia, 186 1-5, 2sgr. , Prussian blue,

horizontal pair, mint *

Roumania, 27 paras

Ditto, 54 paras

Ditto, ditto, cut round
Ditto, 108 paras

Ditto, errors of colour of 1872-9, 5 b.,

blue
; 5 b., red ; and 5 b., green,*

full gum .

Russia, 1st issue, 30 k. , wmk. 3
*

Ditto, Levant, 1865, 2 k., brown
and blue

*

Ditto, ditto, ditto, used

Ditto, collection of locals (1172)

Saxony, 3 pf. . red, horizontal pair

Servia, ist issue, error 2 p., green on
lilac rose,* full gum

Spain, 1851, 2 reales, mended
Ditto, 1852, ditto,*

Ditto, ditto, ditto, used, slightly torn

Sweden, error " Tretio
"*

Switzerland, Vaud, 4 c..
Ditto, ditto, 5 c.,* mint
Ditto, Winterthur, 2| r.*

Ditto, Zurich, 4 r., vertical lines

Tuscany, 2 soldi

Ditto, 60 crazie

Wurtemberg, 1858-60, imperf., without

thread, -6 kr., green *

India, Service, 1866, 8 as.*

Labuan, CA sideways, 1879, 12 c,

carmine *

Ditto, 1880, provisional 6 in red on

16 c, blue

Lagos, IDS., lilac-brown

Mauritius, large fillet, 2d., blue, de

fective . . .

Canada, y^d., green,* no gum

New Brunswick, is., some tiny holes

Newfoundland, is., scarlet-vermilion

£ s. d.

4

7

5

4

4
II

35
12

9
2S

o o

5 o

5 o

5

4
10

o
o
10

o

5

4

4
4

36

o

o

10

o
o

5

10

12

5

15

18

6

7

9

10

o

o
o

o

o
o
o
o

5 IS

ID O

20

7

4 10 o

7

10

S 5

4 6

10

14 5
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i ^. d.

U.S.A., 1869, 15 c, with centre in-

verted . . . . 20 o o

British Guiana, ist issue, 12 c, blue,

repaired . . . . 10 o o

Ditto, ditto, cut round . .900
Ditto, 1856, 4 c, black and magenta 13 o o

St. Vincent, 5s., star,* with gum . 10 o o

Tobago, C A, 6d., stone,* ditto. . 5 10 o

Peru, medio peso, rose . . . 10 o o

Messrs. PuTTicic and Simpson

Sale of October iSth and i6th.

* Unused.

Bavaria, 1854, 18 kr., orange-yellow,

an entire sheet of forty-five*

Lubeck, 1859, the error 2\ sch., used .

Moldavia, 1854, 54 paras . . ,

Ditto ditto, 108 paras, slightly thinned 10

Zurich, 4 r., hor. lines. Type 2, ditto .

Ditto, ditto, Type 3 . . .

Tuscany, 2 soldi

Ditto, 60 crazie, small tear

Ceylon, 8d., brown, imperf.

Ditto, 9d., lilac-brown, ditto .

Ditto, 8d., yellow-brown, peif.

India, Service, 1866, 2 as., pair,* mint

Cape, Woodblock, 4d., dark blue

Ditto, ditto, ditto

Mafeking, set of eighteen

Natal, 1862, 3d., blue, star, imperf.,

pair,* no gum

Ditto, 1869-74, postage 13! mm., 6d.,

violet, • part gum

Canada, I2d., black, laid paper,* cut

close and tear

Newfoundland, 4d. , orange, • no gum

U.S.A., Providence, entire sheet of

twelve .
...

Ditto, 1S47, 10 c, black, vert.

pair,* mint

Ditto, 1851, 5 c, brown,* no gum .

Ditto, 1856, set of eight reprints

Ditto, 1861, 90 c, blue, premiere

gravure, " with gum, no perf. at

right, and small tear

Ditto, ditto, 3 c, scarlel,* no gum .

Diilo, ditto, 5 c, dark ochre,* mint

Ditto, dillo, 5 c, brick-red,* ditto .

Ditto, 1868, grille 13 x 16 mm., 3 c,

rose, a superb block of four, mint*

Ditto, dillo, reprints of I, 2, 3, lo,

12. 24, and 30 c. .

Dillo, 1869, I, 2, 3, 6, 10, 12, 15,

24, 30, and 90 c. complete, unused,

in mini slate. l''.very copy is 11

picUi-d specimen, well centred, nnil

in biillianl (-(mdilioii (ihe 15 c. is

without frame) . .

Ditto, dillo, an exactly similar set of

the 1 87 5 reissue

Nevis, perf. 15, lillio.,6d., grey,* mini

St. Christopher, 4<l,, blue, CA," mint

HrillKh (luinnn, 1850, 12 c, blue, cut

round . ...
Ditto, 1K52, I r,, mii^cnta

Ditto, 1K5O, 4 c, ditto

s S

3 12 6

9 10

10

6

7 10

3 >7 6

5

10 10

4 15

4 5

3 17 6

7

6 6

18

3 7 6

7 5

18

3 17 6

6 6

4 '5

3 10

6 10

10

10

3

4 10

s '5

5 5

9 10 o

10

4 4

2 4

7

3
8

S

s

la 6

Buenos Ayres, 5 pesos, olive-yellow, •

close at top

Fiji, 6 c. on 3d., green, the variety

with inverted A, * part gum,
slightly thinned

Hawaii, 1893, hlack surcharge, 12 c,
red-lilac, block of six,* mint

New South Wales, Sydney Views, id.,

pale red, Plate I, a pair, lightly

cancelled . ...
Ditto, ditto, single copies, £2 17s. 6d.

and . ...
Ditto, id., lake, Plate 2,* large

margins . ...
Ditto, ditto, id., dark scarlet, very

fine, a most unusual shade .

Ditto, ditto, id., carmine on blue

paper, superb
Ditto, ditto, 2d., grey-blue, Plate i,

a strip of three, with large mar-

gins; the left-hand stamp is slightly

thinned, the other two are superb.

Ditto, ditto, a pair

Ditto, ditto, 2d., slate-blue, a pair .

Ditto, ditto, 2d., dark grey-blue, a

superb lightly cancelled copy in

the earlieit state of the plate

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, Plate I,

early impression

Ditto, ditto, ditto, Plate 2

Ditto, ditto, 2d., dark blue, ditto .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, without pick and

shovel . ...
Ditto, ditto, 2d., indigo

Ditto, ditto, 2d., dark blue, the error

will) " Crevit" omitted

Ditto, ditto, another, very worn

plate, on entire

Ditto, ditto, 2d., grey-blue, Plate 3 .

Ditto, ditto, 2d., dark blue, Plate 3,

1st retouch

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, the variety

fan with six segments, large

margins . . . .

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, Plate 3, 2nd

retouch, very lightly cancelleil

Ditto, dillo, 2d., blue on laid paper.

Ditto, dillo, 3d., green on bluish, a

pair . ...
Ditto, Laurcaled, 8d., orange-yellow

Ditto, 1854, Sd., green, imperf.

Ditto, dillo, 8(1., orange, dillo .

Ditto, ditto, 8d., orange - yellow,

dillo . . . .

Ditto, Kegislralion, 61I., pcrf., re-

conslrucled plale of fifty

New Zealand, 1855, blue piiper, set of

three . . . .

Ditto. 1S62-3, /V/M/r paper, 2d. and

6d., perf. . . . .

Ditto, dillo, roulelled, lul., brown .

Dillo. collection of, 1st pail, 1S03 10

1872 issues fiulycighl

Ditto, 2nd part. i«73 lo 1898 issues,

ninely-lhrce

<,)«ecnslnnil, 1S60, ul., pair, Mijicrb .

Dillo, ditto, J(l., blue, strip of three

Dillo, dillii, ()d., green, inii)crf.

South Austiiiliii, 3d., l)lue and red,

perf. 10, • no gum, £i 7». 6d. and

Dillo, IS., chcslnui, dillo,' mint

Tiisnmnin, l«S3. «d., blue, |>air,' full

gum, cut cTu»c

£ '. <i.

10 o o

3 '7 6

5 15 o

6 10 o

330
5 10 o

330
-; 12 6

7 7 o
4 17 6

476

10 o o

2 15 o
2 12 O

330
2 12 6

400
4 15 o

2 10 O

3 5 o

2 10 o

3 '7 6

4 17 6220
400
330476
5 12 6

700
600
300
3 10 o

3 5 o

10 o o

4 la 6

900
ao lu o
a 7 6

a 10 o

3 «7 6

b 6 o
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Victoria, 1850, 2d., lilac, fine back-
ground, superb

Ditto, 1S52, litho. , 2d., grey-lilac,

strip of three, * one has two pin-

holes . ...
Ditto, 1858-61, 2s., green, rouletted,

cut at bottom, but full roulettes

on other three sides .

Ditto, 1868, 5s., blue on yellow

Western Australia, 6d., gold bronze,

fine lustre . ...
Ditto, i860, 6d., green,* no gum .

A collection of Australian, over 500,

^15, and a general collection of

6,917 . . . .

10 10 o

600
5 10 o

6 12 6

300

80 o o

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson.

Sale of October 29th and 30th.

* Unused.

Crete, 1898, 20 p., mauve, pair . .1130
Ditto, ditto, single . . .140

France, 1853-60, 80 c, carmine-rose,

strip of three, one stamp being tete-

biche . . ..550
Ditto, ditto, a similar strip, but one
stamp is slightly cut into . .300

Ditto, 1862, 80 c, carmine-rose,

block of eight, one stamp being
teie-beche . . ••350

Great Britain, 1840, id., black, "V.R."*
no gum . . . .5176

Ditto, ditto, id., black, block of

eighteen,* mint . . . 16 o o
Ditto, ditto, id., intense black, strip

of ten,* mint, two stamps are

slightly cut into, others superb . 8 15 o
Ditto, ditto, the reprint of id., black,

a superb block of nine, mint* . 4 15 o
Ditto, ditto, 2d., deep blue, without

lines, a block of thirty-five, with

side margin and inscription, unused,

without gum, four stamps of top

row are slightly cut into, and one
in bottom row is damaged ; other

thirty all fine, although some are

slightly creased . . . 72 o o
Ditto, ditto, another block of four-

teen,* with side margin and in-

scription, from same sheet, without

gum, and slightly creased, but fine 31 00
Ditto, ditto, the "Prince Consort

Essay," id., brown, a block of

sixteen, very scarce . . .450
Ditto, ditto, a similar lot . .400
Ditto, 1 84 1, id., red-brown, Plate

10, an entire sheet, with full margins
and inscriptions, but no gum . 38 o o

Ditto, ditto, id., red-brown, a block
of thirty-five, very slightly creased,

but * mint, and very fine . . 2 10 o
Ditto, ditto, a block of thirty, worn

plate, in a similar condition . .500
Ditto, ditto, a block of twenty,

showing ivory heads, ditto . .200
Ditto, ditto, id., red-brown, on

Dickinson paper, block of four,
*

without gum . . . 3 10 o

£ s. d.

Great Britain, 1 840, 2d., blue, a block
of twenty-one, slightly creased,

*

mint state, and very fine . . 9 10 O
Ditto, ditto, die proofs of 2d., blue,

on wmkd. paper, a block of twelve,

very fine . . • • 3 3 o
Ditto, ditto, lod., brown, a pair,

close at top, very large margins on
other three sides, die No. ?,* mint 5 5°

Ditto, 18^7, id., rose-red, wmk.
Large Crown, an imperf., block of

si.K, * mint, superb . . • 3 3
Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, Plate 7, a

block of forty-eight, with side

margin and inscription, * mint . 9 15 O
Ditto, 1870, ijd., lilac-rose, a fine

block of twelve, * mint . .900
Ditto, ditto, a fine block of six, * mint,

with corner margins, inscriptions,

and plate number . . • S 5 o
Ditto, ditto, IS., green, Plate 12, an

entire pane, mint* . . . 4 15 o
Ditto, ditto, 8d., orange, a fine block

of twelve, with margins and in-

scriptions, mint* . . .450
Ditto, 1867-82, 5s., rose, Plate 4,

wmk. Anchor, on bluish, a block
of eight, * with full gum, but

slightly creased, extremely rare

Ditto, ditto, los.
,
grey, wmk. cross,*

mint . ...
Ditto, ditto, £\, purple-brown, wmk.

cross, * mint
Ditto, 1880, 2s. , red-brown, a fine

pair, with top margin and in-

scription, * mint

Great Britain, 1884, £\, purple-brown.

Crowns* mint

Sweden, error "Tretio",* perf. clipped

at top . ...
Switzerland, Basle, 2\x. . .

Tuscany, 60 c. , with Expert Com-
mittee's certificate .

Cape of Good Hope, Woodblock, 4d.,

dark blue

Egypt, Suez Canal, 1870, i, 5, 20, and
40 c, used, fine, all with Expert
Committee's certificate, very rare .

Nova Scotia, is., violet .

U.S.A., Agriculture, set complete,*

mint . ...
Ditto, Executive, ditto,*

Barbados, id. on half 5s., straight serif.

British Guiana, 1856, 4 c, magenta,
repaired . . . . 6 10 o

Collections—a very fine one (7, 70S))

;!f4io ; another (7,554). £^20 ;

4,218, ;^30; and 3,162, ;^34.

Mr. W. Hadlow.

Sale of October, 7th.

* Unused.

New Zealand, thick paper, no wmk.,
IS., blue - green, serrated perfs.,

two minute tears . . . 6 15 o

South Australia, V and C, 4d., purple I 16 o

Tobago, 1st issue, CC, Ss., slate . 2 17 6

A collection of 3,405, £iS-

A useful Sale, but including little of

special interest.

55

13 10

15 15

7 10

3 5

7 7

3 5

5 15

6 15

22

12

2 16

4 2 6

4 4
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Mr. W. Hadlow.

Sale of October 28th.

* Unused.

Bahamas, id., ist issue, imperf. .

British East Africa, ist issue, |, i, and
4 annas, mint

British Honduras, 6d., rose, CC, perf.

14*

Cape of Good Hope, id. on blue*

Ceylon, lod., imperf.,'* with gum
Gold Coast, 1st issue, 6d., orange,* no

gum
Great Britain, Plate 132, id., red, block

of twelve, mint

Grenada, |d., error " ostage" .

Labuan, 8 twice surcharged on 12 c*
Nevis, 1st issue, 4d., rose*

Ditto, ditto, IS. green*
Ditto, litho., 6d., grey*

New .South Wales, Sydney, 2d., Plate
retouched, dark blue colour

New Zealand, 1st issue, id. on blue
Ditto, ditto, IS., green
Ditto, wmk. lozenges, 2d., ver.

Straits Settlements, 3 c. on 5 c, plum
'

Tasmania, 2d., serrated perfs.

Trinidad, no wmk., 4d., clean-cut'perf.

mint
Ditto, ditto, 6d., ditto, ditto, ditto
Ditto, perf. 11^, 6d., dark green*

A collection in plain album (2,497)

Mr, W. Hadlow.

Sale of November 15th.

P>ritish East Afiica, i.st issue, on Great
Ijritain, mint, set of three .

Great Britain, 2s. , brown
Ditto, los. and/"i, Maltese Cross .

Orange River Colony, V.K.I., 2nd
printing, 4d., blue, mint, pane of 60

South Australia, perf. 11.^, 12.1, large
holes, IS., brown, imperf' veri.,
mini, block of twelve

DiUo, smalHd,, perf. 15 x 11 J, mini',

block of ciglil

£. s.

I 12

I 3

I 14

I 12

6

I

2

I 3
I 7

3 15

Messrs. John Edwards and Co.

Sale of .September 24ih.

" Umiscil.

Mafcking, set of ten, (liffercnl

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf., large margins
on two sides

•

Gre;il Mrilain, I. K., oflicial, /!, green .

New Hninswick, proof of ihc "Coniicll"

Nova Scolin, id., brown, hor. pair

Orange Kree Slale, 24(1. on jd., blue,
liloek of nine, liie cciiire .slump
lieing ihc variety with aniiiiuc

o

2 12

2

2

17

9
19

4,"" mint
Ditto, 6(1.,

sixty *

119 c

msccarmine, piine of
'S

8 o

o o

5 o

o o
6 o

I 12 o
I 12 O

5 10 o

10 o o

o o

IS o

6 o

S 10 o

s S

2 S

1 10

3 3

Porto Rico, 1878 ; 10 c, brown .

Transvaal, V.R.I., ^d., green, inverted
surcharge . ...

Ditto, ditto, id., red, ditto

Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto,* slightly

torn . ...
U.S.A., 1851, imperf, 12 c, black,

vert, pair, * no gum .

jC s. d.

120
I 16

I 10

1 O

2 8

Messrs. John Edwards and Co.

Sale of October 31st and November ist

* Unused.

Great Britain, Government Parcels, id.,

inverted surcharge, * mint .

Brazil, 1843, 30, 60, and 90, greyish
paper . ...

Ditto, ditto, ditto, yellowish paper .

British Columbia, perf. 14, Si, pair,

mint . ...
Tunis, 1st issue, 5 fr. .

Gambia, is., green

Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 1864, 4 + 4,
dotted background, ronletted,*

blind roulette on two sides, minute

10

4
8

o

o

6

tear 3 o

3 3

3 15

2 3

5

8 I!

3

4

3 S

I iS

I 18

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Oldenburg, 1859, J gr., green,* no gum
Saxony, 3 pf., red

Naples, 50 gra., lake

Ditto, \ tor., cross, pale and also dark
blue, £2 17s. 6d. and . .2176

Tuscany, 9 crazie, on white, ;,^2 6s. and 2 16 o
Ditto, 2 soldi, fine colour . .500
Ditto, 9 c., on bluish, hor. pair,* with
gum . ...

Azores, 1882, small surcharge, 150 r.,

blue . . ..300
Levant, 1865,2 k., i)rown and blue .400

Ditto, ditto, 20 k., blue and red,

close on left, and pen-marked -350
Spain, 1852, 2 reales . . ,4176
riiilippines, 1854, I r., slate-blue, error,

"coKROs"' . . . 5 15 o
Ditto, 1863, I r., reddish violet* .276

Messrs. Pi.u.mridur a.nd Co.

Sale of October 23nd and 33rd.

* Unuiieil.

Barbados, half id., blue, used as Jd.,
on entire . . . . 1 S o

Ditto, 6d., orangc-vermilioii, large
star, clean-rut, * perf., mint ,240

Ditto, 5s., (lull rose . . .160
Ditio, 58., (jchre, horizontal |Mir,*

mint . . . . I 18 o

Bolivia, 500 c., black, 9 stars .330
British C'olumbiu, ("C 14, 81, hotitonlal

pair,* mint , . 4 10 o
Uritish (iuiana, 1853, 1 c, inugciila,

cut into at lop

Ditto, 1S5J, I c. , vcniiilioi) . ,

Ditto, ditto, ditto, brownish red
Ditto, i86j, 3 c, iKarlx, complete

loulcllcii . . ,.400
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Cape of Good Hope, Woodblocks, id.,

bright red, skinned at back .

Ditto, ditto, 4d., blue .

Mafeking, id. on ^d. Cape (present

type),* part gum
Ditto, id. on Bechuanaland Pro-

tectorate, ^d., vermilion, part

gum *
. ...

Ditto, 3d. on Bechuanaland Pro-

tectorate, id., lilac, in sans-serif

type, part gum *
. . .

Ditto, 6d. on 2d., Bechuanaland
Protectorate, in sans-serif type *

.

Ditto, 6d. on Bechuanaland, 3d.,

lilac, the variety without comma
after " Mafeking * "

.

Ditto, IS. on Bechuanaland, 4d.*

Ceylon, 4d., rose, imperf.

Gambia, is., green,* mint

Great Britain, I.R. Official, los. , blue

India, 1866, Service, 2 a., black on
purple . ...

Mauritius, 1848, Post Paid, id., ver-

milion, on yellowish paper, two
very fine copies on piece, both
early impressions

Ditto, ditto, vertical pair, early plate

Ditto, 2d., blue on white, early plate

Ditto, 2d., blue on white, the error

"PENCE," early plate

Ditto, 2d., blue, showing vertical as

well as diagonal lines

Ditto, 1859, IS., yellow-green, im-

perf., horizontal pair, mint .

Natal, CC 14, Ss., marone, mint

Nevis, litho. , 6d,, grey .

New South Wales, 1888, wnik. 5s.,

5s., mauve, mint, vertical pair .

Ditto, ditto. 20s., blue, ditto

New Zealand, no wmk., perf, 4d.,

orange, mint, horizontal strip of

three . ...
Ditto, 1874-78, 3d., brown, ditto .

Ditto, ditto, 2s., deep rose, ditto

Ditto, ditto, 5s., grey, ditto

Niger Coast, is. in vermilion on 2d.,

mint, horizontal pair

St. Vincent, CA, 12, 4d., ultramarine,

mint . ...
Spain, 1853, 2 r., vermilion, small

margins . ...

£ s. d.

2 17 6
1 12 o

2 12 6

I 8 o

I 14 o

160

200
300
700
1 18 o

2 2

I 16

8 10

6 IS

6 5

9 10

4

2

2

3 10

2 10

3

2 6
I I

I 10

3 2 6

5 7 6

2 12 6

3

£ s. d.

3 15

7 5

3 7 6

4 10

5

Straits Settlements, CC 12J, 96 c,
grey,* with gum

Switzerland, 4 c, Vaud, slightly

cracked . ...
Tobago, id. in MS. on half of 6d.,

orange . ...
Tuscany, 2 soldi

Ditto, 60 crazie

The following are some of the prices realised

in the Calcutta Philatelic Company's twelfth

auction :

—

* Unused.

Great Britain, 1869, 2s., brown, poor,

Rs. 24 . . . . I 12 o
Ditto, 1882, 5s., anchor, Rs. 10 . o 13 4

India, 1854, 4as. , square,* Specimen,
Rs. 10 . . . . o 13 4

Ditto, 1866, Service, | anna, Bill

stamp, Rs. 15 . . .100
India envelope, 2J as., "albino,"

Rs. Si .
"

. . .074
Transvaal, ;^ 5, Rs. 21 . . .180
Chamba, space error, 3 as.,* a pair,

one stamp with "S" under "C,"
Rs. 30 . . ..200

Ditto, 4 as., * a similar pair with
error, Rs. 25 . . . I 13 4

Ditto, 4 as., Service,* single, with

error, Rs. 20 . ..168
Ditto, Service, 4 anna, "chamba,"

Rs. IS . . .100
Gwalior, 3rd issue, I re., 13J mm.,*

Rs. 75 . . . .500
Ditto, Service, J a. (S.-W.'s No.

156), Rs. 10 . . . o 13 4

Jhind, 3 as. ,
* a pair, one stamp, with

"JHIND," loj mm., Rs. 20 .168
Nabha, 2, 3, and 5 rupees, Rs. 25 . I 13 4

Ditto, the same, with small "a" in

" STATE," Rs. 50 . . .368
Ditto, I re., slate,* Service, Rs. 25 . I 13 4

Puttialla, 2as., " AUTTIALLA," Rs. 18. i 4 o

Patiala, Service, I re., bicoloured,
*

Essay, Rs. lo^ . . . o 14 o

India, 1854, 2 as., deep green,*
superb unused, pair, Rs. 31 . .214

* Note.—The rupee is taken at is. 4d.
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" ®urseltie0."

ITH the issue of this number the tenth year of the

London Philatelist is completed, and having so far

climbed the hill of a prosperous career, we pause for

a moment to survey the path we have ascended and

the one we must continue. It has not been the custom

of this journal to blow its own trumpet, nor do we

wish for a moment to do so at the present juncture

;

but it may be truthfully urged that the 3,270 pages of

matter that have appeared in the London PJiilatclist

since January, 1892, contain much that has been and

will be of material service to the student of Philately.

We are in no way concerned to claim this praise for

ourselves, but rather to acknowledge the very valuable aid that has been

rendered by the most able philatelic writers and students both within and

without the Philatelic Society of London, without which this journal would

have been indeed devoid of real substance or merit. It is owing to this

willing and loyal co-operation that we arc to-day enabled with legitimate

satisfaction to point out the fact that, as far as our knowledge goes, no other

philatelic journal has yet been issued that for an entire decade never printed

anything except (jriginal articles. One other blast on our own trumiK-l

may be sounded haply without a discordant note. We think that the ten

volumes of the London P/iilalclist may be raiLsacked without finding any

personality or any comment upon passing events that has not been dictated

by a real interest in Philately. We should also be ungrateful if we tliil

not tender to our printers, Messrs. Hrendon and Son, of Pl\'iuoulh, our

appreciation of a uniform supply of both type and paper that it would be

difficult l(j improve upon.
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The issue of the London Philatelist has, we venture to think, been fully

vindicated by its history during the past ten years, and—turning to the path

that lies before us in the future—it is clearly to the interests of the London
Society that a journal should be always published under the cBgis of the

premier philatelic body, that shall be absolutely free to stand up for the real

interest and true welfare of stamp collectors. We can therefore con-

scientiously express the hope that, long after the present editor has passed

away, the London Philatelist may continue to flourish vigorously, and to

constitute at once a bond of union and a source of recreation to all classes

who take an interest in our fascinating pursuit.

^otes an th^ (Stamps -of ^^ng Pong.
Read before the Philatelic Society, London, on November 8th, 1901.

By L. L. R. HAUSBURG.

ONG KONG, properly Hiang Kiang ("Fragrant Stream"), is

situated off the south-east coast of the province of Kwangtung,

in China, at the mouth of the Canton River. It has an area

of about twenty-nine square miles, its extreme length is about

eleven miles, and it varies in breadth from two to five miles.

It is separated from the mainland by a narrow channel

;

and on the south side, formed by two bold peninsulas, are two capacious

natural harbours, which make it one of the most valuable Colonial possessions

in the East.

Victoria, the capital and the seat of government and trade, is situated

at the north-west extremity of the island. On the mainland opposite is

Kowloon, which is rapidly becoming a most important addition to the

Colony both strategically and commercially. Within the last few years

further concessions have been obtained from the Chinese Government, and

the boundary behind Kowloon extended so as to include the range of hills

which command the passage between Hong Kong and the mainland, as

well as Hong Kong itself

In 1834 the Government was urged by Lord Napier to take possession

of the island, but it was not until 1841 that it was formally occupied.

Kowloon, at first temporarily occupied as a military sanatorium, was ceded

by treaty in 1861.

The Colony is under a Governor, assisted by an Executive Council.

Formerly the centre of the great European Chinese trade, and still a

thriving seat of commerce. Hong Kong owes its present importance chiefly

to its magnificent harbour and to the fact that it is the headquarters of the

banking interest in the East.

Hong Kong once had a mint of its own, but it has now ceased to

issue coins, as the operation was carried on at a loss. The Mexican

dollar (=100 cents, and value about 2s.), is the coin most in use.
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The first issue of stamps was made in 1862. Tiiey were engraved and

printed by Messrs. De la Rue.

The design is the head of Queen Victoria to left in a rectangular frame

shaded by horizontal lines; the word "HONGKONG" above, the value in

cents below, and Chinese characters at the sides, those on the left denoting

the value and those on the right " Hong Kong." The paper is white

wove and without watermark, the gum white to brownish, and the

perforation 14.

Issue I. October, 1862.

2 cents, pale brown. 18 cents, lilac.

2
j»

dark brown.

8 >> dull orange.

12 i> pale milky blue

24 )) green.

48 ))
rose.

96 »> deep grey.

The second issue was made in 1863, as stamps of the value of 4, 6, and

30 cents were required. The design is similar to that of Issue I., but the

paper is watermarked Crown CC ; the gum and perforation as before, but

the 4 cents was also perforated \2\.

Issue II. August, 1863.

4 cents, pale slate.

4 ,, deep slate.

6 ,, pale lilac.

6 cents, mauve.

30 „ orange-vermilion.

30 ,, vermilion.

Perf. 12^, 4 cents, slate.

The four cents in the pale slate colour is sometimes found with a very

woolly appearance, and also on very thin paper. The six cents usually

looks as though printed from a worn plate, but I think this may be due

to defective inking. Clear, .sharp impressions in bright shades arc rather

difficult to find unused.

The third issue was made in 1865 and following years. The stamps

of Issue I. were printed on the Crown CC paper, and at first in

the same shades as before. The.se early shades are all difficult to find in

mint condition. In the following list the first shades of each value I have,

to the best of my knowledge, placed first. The 30 cents was changed in

colour to mauve, and the 96 cents to yellow-brown, in 1S71.

Issue III.

2 cents, brown. 24 cents, blue green.

2 1. very [)alc Inown. 30 lilac (1871).

« >, (lull orange. 30 mauve (1871).

« >. Ijriglil orange. 48 rose.

>2 ,, pale milky iiliic. 48 decj) ro.sc.

12 ,, (lfC'|) l)luc. 96 deep grey.

>2 „ pale blue. 96 pale grey.

18 „ lilac (1875). y6 yellow-brown (1871)

24 M grcL-n. •
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In the official list, published by the Hong Kong Post Office, the

96 cents, grey, is chronicled with the perforation 12J, but it is now believed

not to exist.

Owing to the variation in the value of the dollar, new values were required

in 1876, and, pending the arrival of the stamps from England, recourse was

had to surcharging. The value 28 cents being but little used, it was not

thought necessary to have a new design made.

Issue IV.

16 cents, in black, on 18 cents, lilac (June, 1876).

16 cents, yellow (Aug., 1876).

28 cents, in black, on 30 cents, lilac (Dec, 1876).

In 1880 the colours of the 2 and 48 cents were interchanged.

Issue V.

2 cents ,
dull rose (May, 1880).

2 „ pale dull rose )) ))

5 » in black, on 18 c, lilac (March, 1879).

5 >.
ultramarine (July, 1880).

5 » in black, on 8 c, orange (Sept., 1880).

10 „ ,, J,
12 c, blue (March, 1879),

10 „ „ „ 16 c, yellow (May, 1873).

10 „ „ 24 c, green )> ))

10 c, lilac (July, 1880).

48 c, brown
,, „

48 c, pale brown „ „

The 5 c. on 8 c. also exists with inverted surcharge.

In 1882 the watermark of the paper was changed from Crown CC to

Crown CA. The 2 c, 5 c, and 10 c. were issued on this paper in the same
colours at first as before. But in the following year the colour of the

10 cents was changed to green, and the colour of the 2 cents was very soon

changed from dull to bright rose.

Issue VI.
2 cents, dull rose (July, 1882).

2 ,, bright rose (1882?).

2 „ pink (1882?).

5 ,, ultramarine (May, 1882).

5 ,, bright ultramarine , „ „

10 „ lilac » »

10 „ light green (April, 1883).

10 „ deep green „ „

10 ,, blue-green „ „

The 2 cents, bright rose, has been found roughly perforated "12" by
d hand machine used for a short time by Messrs. De la Rue during a

temporary breakdown of the regular one.

In 1885 the 30 c., vermilion, 48 c, brown, and 96 c, grey, were issued

on the CA paper, and surcharged, in black, "20 CENTS," "50 CENTS," and
" I DOLLAR " respectively,
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Issue VII. June, 1885.

20 cents, in black, on 30 cents, vermilion.

50 „ „ 48 „ brown.

I dollar „ 96 ,, grey.

None of these are known without the surcharge on CA paper. I have

a copy of the 50 cents on 48 cents in the sanie shade as the 96 cents,

yellow-brown.

In 1 89 1 the colours of the 10, 30, 48, and 96 cents were changed, and the

three latter surcharged, in black, " 20 CENTS," " 50 CENTS," and " i DOLLAR "

respectively, and also with Chinese characters added.

The 30 cents was also issued without surcharge. The 2 cents, bright

rose, was surcharged " 1841 Hong Kong JUBILEE 1891," in four lines. It was

only in use for three days. The 10 cents, green, CA, and 30 cents, lilac,

CC, were surcharged " 7 CENTS" and " 14 CENTS" respectively.

Issue VIII.

10 cents, brown-violet, on brick-red (Jan., 1891).

30 „ pale green

30 „ green

20 „ black, on 30 cents, green „

50 „ „ 48 „ violet

I dollar ,, 96 ,, brown-violet on brick-red ,,

With Ckitiese characters added.

20 cents, in black, on 30 cents, green „ ,,

50 >. .. .. 48 „ violet

1 dollar ,, ,, 96 „ brown-violet on brick-red ,, ,,

There are several sizes of the Chinese surcharges, which were added in the

Hong Kong Post Office, and these are supposed to denote change of value.

7 cents, in black, on 10 cents, green, CA (April, 1891).

14 cents „ „ „ 30 „ lilac, CC
2 cents, rose, with surcharge "1841 Hong Kong juiulee 1891," in four

lines, ill black. (Jan. 22, 1891).

The following varieties f)f this arc known :

—

(i) Tall thin "K" in "Hong Kong."

(2) Space between " Ho" and " ng."

(3) " U " of " JUIULEE " shorter.

(4) "J" of "juniLEE" .shorter.

(5) ihokc-n "
I
" in first "

i
" of " 1S91."

(6) "T'ofjuiilLKK" shorter.

(7) Uroken "8" in " 1891."

(8) Stroke between " 18/41."

(9) Double surcharge.

This surcharge has been forged on both C C and C A paper.
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Issue IX.
4 cents, grey, CA (Jan., 1896).

10 ,, in thin black letters, on 30 c, green (Dec, 1897).

10 ,, ,, ,, „ with small Chinese surcharge added.

"-' )) >) >} >} >) large ,, ,, ,,

I dollar, in black, on 96 c, grey-black (Dec, 1897).

1
,, „ ,,

with Chinese surcharge added.

The 10 cents on 30 cents without and with large Chinese surcharge exist

on the same sheet, the last vertical row on the right having the large

surcharge and the next row being without. All the English surcharges,

except the 10 cents on 30 cents, were done by Messrs. De la Rue.

Issue X.

2 c, green (1900).

4 c, carmine.

5 c, yellow.

10 c, ultramarine.

These are all on the CA paper and perforated 14.

Most of the above stamps are to be found imperforate, but they were

never issued in this state for postal purposes.

Certain fiscals are also available for postage.

Watermark Crown CC, perforation 15! x 15.

2 dollars, sage-green (Dec, 1874).

3 -> lilac

10 „ rose

Watermark Crouni C C, perforation 1 4.

2 dollars, green (Dec, 1890).

10 ,, grey-green (Jan., 1892).

Some of these were surcharged with new values.

12 cents, in black, on 10 dollars, rose, CC, perf. 15^ x 15 (1882).

5 dollars „ ,, brown on brick-red, CA, perf. 14 (Jan., 1891).

With Chttiese surcharge added.

I dollar, in black, on 2 dollars, sage-green, perf. 15^ x 15 (Dec, 1897).

I „ „ 2 „ pale green, perf. 14 „ „

The same, without Chittese surcharge.

I dollar, in black, on 2 dollars, sage-green, perf i5^x 15 ,, „

1 „ „ 2 „ pale green, perf 14 „ „

These are known with small " A " in " DOLLAR."

Hong Kong, Stamp Duty, Crown CA, perf. 14.

2 cents, lilac (Jan., 1891)

Official stamps, available for postage.

_ 2 cents, rose, surcharged "S.D." (Stamp Duty) in black (1892).

2 „ „ „ " S.O." (Stamp Office) „

10 „ brown on red „ "S.O." ( „ „ ) „





Group I. Group II.

Group III. Group IV.

Vol. X.—Face page 297.
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Stamps surcharged in black for use on post cards

3 cents, in black, on i6 cents, yellow (1879).

5 „ „ 18 „ lilac „

"three," in black, on 5 cents on 18 cents, lilac ,,

I am indebted to Mr. Juan Mencarini, in his Descriptive Catalogue of the

Postage Stamps and Cards issued by the Hong Kong Post Office, for the dates

of issue of some of the stamps.

THE DIFFERENT DIES OF THE STAMPS OF
HONG KONG.

Messrs. De la Rue state that in all the stamps the head of the Queen

is the same, as it is struck from an original die ; but that there is a separate

die for each value ; there has never been more than one die for each value,

and none of them have been retouched.

A careful examination of the stamps confirms this statement, and the

differences in the dies of the various values may be explained as follows :

—

Impressions in soft metal were taken of the " mother " die. On each of

these separately were drawn the rectangular frames and the lines of the

background, and English and Chinese inscriptions filled in.

In each value there will be found slight differences in the outline of the

head, where the shape is determined by the length and position of the lines

of the background. In some of the later dies, especially those of the 16, 5,

and 10 cents, it will be seen that most of the lines forming the diadem, the

hair, and the shading on the neck have been strengthened.

I have searched in vain for any traces of retouching of any of the dies,

and, as Messrs. De la Rue state, I think it is certain that none of them were

ever retouched.

It will be seen that very little attempt was made to secure uniformity,

either in the size of the stamps, the lines of the background, or the English

and Chinese inscriptions, but there is a certain similarity between all the

values issued at the same date.

For the sake of comparison they may be divided into four groups, which

are also chronological :

—

(i) 2, 8, 12, 18, 24, 48, 96 cents.

(2) 4, 6, 30 cents.

(3) 16 cents.

(4) 5, 10 cents.

(i) The size of the frame is about 19J x 22J mm.; the chignon is some
distance from the side of the frame, the nose is slightly Roman, the letters of

" llONGKONc; " and the value arc short and .square.

(2) The size of llic frame is about i8i x 22 J mm. ; the chignon is much
clo.ser to the side of tin; franu-, the iio.se is straigiUer, the bust is not so

pointed, and the letters of the value are taller, and in the case of the 4 cents

those of " IIONCKONC " also.

(3) The size of the frame is iKA x 22 A nun. ; tiie chignon touches the side

of the frame, the no.se is .straight, but the outline of the face from the tip of
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the nose to some distance down the neck is defined by a Hne, and the mouth
is more open. The hnes forming the diadem have been deepened. The
letters of "HONGKONG" and "CENTS" are similar to those of group (i), but

the Chinese inscription is much larger and the characters more square. The
lines forming the frame are much thicker than those in (i) and (2).

(4) The size of the frame is l8| x 22J mm. ;
part of the chignon is cut off

by the frame, the nose is straight, the line defining the neck is continued

down further than in the 16 cents. There are several new lines of shading on

the forehead. The lines all over the face seem to have been deepened ; the

letters of " HONGKONG " and the value are similar to those of the 4 cents,

and the Chinese characters, though large, are not so square as in the 16 cents.

In all values the Chinese characters on the right denoting " Hong Kong "

are the same, though the shape is different on the various values.

The two lower characters on the left in (i) and (2) are identical in

all values, and stand for " cent," and denote literally " beginning," " season,"

but in (3) and (4) "cent" is represented by a single character meaning
" fairy."

I am quite unable to discover why different characters should have been

used, and Messrs. De la Rue state that they are unable to give any reason.

THE PRINCIPAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE VARIOUS DIES.

2 cents.—The lines of the background are not parallel with the horizontal

lines of the frame.

The top line on the left-hand side meets the second about the centre

of the stamp, and the sixth splits into two just above the Maltese cross of

the diadem.

The bottom line gradually thickens from left to right.

There are six lines above and three below the head.

8 cents.—The first and second lines meet and the sixth splits into two

immediately above the cross, and the bottom line splits into two about

the centre of the stamp.

There are several extra lines of shading on the ornaments of the diadem

that are not found on the 2 cents.

There are six lines above and three below the head.

12 cents.—The lines above the head are similar to those of the 8 cents,

but the bottom line below the head ends suddenly above the "N"of "CENTS."

The ornaments of the diadem are similar to those of the 8 cents.

There are seven lines above and two below the head.

18 cents.—The lines of the background are rather more parallel, but there

is an extra line above the head starting from the right and ending just above

the cross.

There is a new ornament added to the front of the diadem below the

cross.

The top line is a considerable distance from the frame.

There are seven lines above and two below the head.
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24 cents.—The lines are also fairly parallel. The seventh from the top

on the left splits into two above the cross.

The outline of the diadem seems to have been deepened, and most of

the shading has disappeared.

There are seven lines above and three below the head.

48 cents.—The lines of the background are very irregular. There is an

extra line starting from the right and ending just above the cross. The
line immediately below the point of the bust is bent so as not to touch it.

The outline of the diadem is still further deepened, and the lines of the

neck have been clumsily redrawn.

There are five lines above and three below the head.

96 cents.—The lines of the background are very similar to those of the

48 cents.

There are five lines above and four below the head.

4 cents.—The lines of the background are nearly parallel, and all both

above and below the head are drawn right across fi'om one side of the frame

to the other.

The nose is straighter and the nostril better defined than in the values

of the earlier issue ; the outlines of the ornaments of the diadem are also

sharper, and the chignon closer to the frame.

There are five lines above and five below the head.

6 cents.—As in the 4 cents, all the lines above and below the head are

drawn right across from one side of the frame to the other.

There are five lines above and five below the head.

30 cents.—The lines of the background above and below the head are

similar to those of the 4 cents and 6 cents.

There are six above and four below the head.

The chief differences between the 4, 6, and 30 cents are to be found in the

ornaments of the diadem.

16 cents.—The lines of the background above and below the head are

parallel and continuou.s.

There are four above and four below ; the chignon touches the frame,

the outline of the face from the tip of the no.se to some distance down the

neck is defined by a line, and the mouth is more open. The lines forming

the diadem have been deepened. The characters of the Chinese inscription

are larger and more square, and the lines forming the frame arc very thick.

5 cents.—The lines above and below the head are rather uneven, thougli

contimious ; but those between the Maltese cross and lleur-de-lis are so

carelessly drawn that they do not appear to form part of the hair at all.

Part of the chignon is cut off by llu- frame.

There arc five lines above and three below the head. The line ilefinincr

the neck is contimii-d further down than in the 16 cents. There are .several

new lines of shading on the foreiiead.
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lo cents.—The fourth line from the top of the background sphts into two

just above the cross.

There are four lines above and three below the head ; otherwise this value

is similar to the 5 cents.

There are many smaller differences that will be noticed in comparing any

two values, especially in the shape of the various ornaments of the diadem.

There are normally three jewels in the band of the diadem, but sometimes

the one under the cross or under the shamrock is missing. The Maltese

cross being formed chiefly by the lines of the background, as might be

expected, shows a great deal of variation.

Pkilatdk ^otes.

BAHAMAS.

N page 210 we stated that Mr. A. H. Stamford had sent us a copy of

the IS., green, of 1863-75, watermarked Crown and CC, perforated 12J
horizontally and 14 vertically, and the gauge we used gave the perforations

as above. This stamp has, however, since been examined by the Expert

Committee of the London Society, and after very careful inspection, it has

been decided that the perforations measuring 14 were genuine, while those

gauging \2\ were false.

This faking of perforations is even a more serious matter than the forging

of the stamp itself, for in many cases it is more difficult to detect, hence

buyers of abnormal perforations have need to be on their guard.

aasional Mote.

BINDING—FINAL NOTICE.

EMBERS and Subscribers desiring to have their copies of volumes i.

to X. bound can do so, in stock style, half marone morocco, gilt

top, price Seven Shillings each volume, which price includes cost of return

post, carefully packed in cardboard box.

Copies from abroad will be Eight Shillings each, which includes return by

Registered Book Post, carefully packed.

All copies to be so bound must be sent in, accompanied by remittance,

and addressed, " Mr. A. CHURCHILL EMERSON, Effingham House, Arundel

Street, London, W.C."

N.B.—No copies can be received for binding at above prices after the end

of February, and the bound volumes will be posted the end of March.
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AMERICAN MEMBERS OF THE LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

OMMENTING upon the Philatelic Society, London, Mekeel's Drummer
says that " the list of members includes the names of many very well-

known American stamp collectors, among which may be mentioned E. R.

Ackerman, J. M. Andreini, Henry Clotz, F. de Coppet, C. B. Corwin, H. J.

Duveen, J. O. Hobby, Alex. Holland, J. S. Rich, and Wm. Thorne, all of

New York. Outside of the metropolis the following are some of the other

Americans : F. W. Ayer and F. O. Conant, of Maine
; J. V. Painter and G. H.

Worthington, of Cleveland, O. ; N. Haskell Withee and George L. Toppan, of

Wisconsin; Dr. S. G. Stein, of Iowa; H. E. Beats, of New Jersey; F. C.

Foster, Rev. J, L. Kilbon, and M. H. Lombard, of Boston. The membership

includes many well-known collectors in all parts of the world. The pro-

fessions are represented by the clergy, medicine, and law ; officers of army

and navy of many countries and of all ranks ; titled personages, princes,

dukes, earls, barons, and knights."

A DEFENCE OF SPECULATORS.

E frequently hear it stated that speculation has ruined or greatly

injured stamp collecting. It would be just as accurate to state that

speculation had ruined the corn trade. All articles in common use will give

rise to speculation, but if there is a general demand for the commodity, it

will be able to defy speculation the same as a robust man overcomes disease

while the weakly succumbs to the first attack. There is a general demand
for stamps, and intellectual people will collect them as long as the world

lasts. Undoubtedly many fools will collect stamps simply because they see

others doing .so, and traders will speculate wherever they think they see a

chance to make money. Tulips probably caused the greatest speculation

that ever afflicted mankind, but tulips are still grown and appreciated by

flower lovers. Thousands have been spent on orchids to single dollars on

stamps. Speculation has been rampant, but the wealthy still buy, plants

still grow, and hardy men still risk their lives in tropical swamps in the

search for new varieties. Coins have always been speculated in ; at the

present time there is one man ready to buy every 1856 nickel cent that can

be found, while another is endeavouring to corner all outstanding $3 gold

pieces. .Stamp collecting is an interesting amuseinent, a profitable busincs.s,

and an open field for speculalicjn. Speculators have always been and aKva)'s

will be; the bright ones will .select suitable issues, and will have money
enough to buy all that an- offi red and will sell out at a large profit. The
successful men will have weak imitators who buy without knowledge, will

not have cash enough to carry out their plans (if they ever had an>- ilefinite

ones), and will .sell at a loss; but stanij) collecting will go right on affording

amusement to millions, business to hundreds, fortunes to a few, and ahumlant
opportunities for fools to lose money.

—

Metropolitan Philatelist.
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PHILATELIC LITERATURE OF THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY*

WJj^^ HE learned author Herr Victor Suppantschitsch, who occupies

I K^i^ ^ high legal position in Vienna, is well known not only to

I l^^wl ^^ ^^^ possessor of one of the very finest philatelic libraries

f^^M in the world, but to be one of the most assiduous and. pains-

^^l^p taking students of stamp literature. It can therefore be

c^==^^=3 readily imagined that a work such as this would be full of

interest, and we should much like to see it published in English also, as it

is a book that should assuredly repose on the shelves of every Philatelist.

The author takes his reader by the hand and leads him through each of the

five decades, pointing out in chronological order and commenting upon every

work of any importance in all countries. This system clearly indicates the

marvellous growth of philatelic work during the last two decades, and the

rate of progress foretells a day when all knowledge relating to the past

history of stamps may be encyclopaedic.

Of special interest is it to read that the first printed notice of stamp

collecting occurs in the London Family Herald of March 22nd, 185 1, where

a collector offers four used penny red stamps for a cut envelope—a truly

Arcadian picture of philatelic simplicity. It is also not generally known
that the first catalogue to give illustrations (about 1862) was that issued by

Mr. Booty, a fine art publisher of Brighton, whose collection was acquired

some years since by the writer, and was itself a marvellous specimen of

handwork artistic illustration.

To those who can master the Teutonic characters, this little book of some

sixty pages is a veritable mine of information and research. We cordially

recommend it to all Philatelists, and tender our best thanks to the learned

author for his valuable contribution to the annals of philatelic literature.

MESSRS. SENF'S CATALOGUE.f
The first Senf of the new century appears in a white garb, has a fair

accretion of new matter, and contains practically the same qualities and

defects as its predecessors ; it therefore calls for no extended notice at our

hands. The philatelic portion of the Catalogue is entrusted to very able

hands, and whether as regards the clearness and perspicacity of tabulation,

the lucidity of the numerous notes, or the inclusion of all important shades

or subvarieties, Messrs. Senf's Catalogue leaves but little to desire. Cover,

paper, and typography are worthy of Leipsic, which is no faint praise, but

the illustrations as a whole are indifferent and too small to be of real value,

while the surcharges, with a few exceptions, are nowhere depicted. It is,

however, a really excellent philatelic guide, and is deservedly read and

studied by collectors not only in Germany but all over the world.

* The Origin and Development of Philatelic Literature in the Second Half of the Nineteenth

Century. Victor Suppantschitsch. Vienna, igor.

t Senfs Illustrated Postage Stamp Catalogue. Part I. Adhesives. Gebruder Senf. Leipsic.
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The question of prices is not one that we are here called upon to fully

discuss, but on this score the Catalogue fails to inspire the same confidence

that one has in the literary portion. There have been considerable and

deserved reductions in many of the used stamps, e.g. Bolivia, 10 c, brown,

Hamburg, 7 sch., perf, German Empire, 2 kr., large eagle, Wurtemberg,

18 kr., lilac, etc., but in many other cases the alterations of prices are in no

way borne out by the real state of the market, and in the case of a large

proportion of the unused stamps, the quotations are a laughing-stock, as

Messrs. Senf cannot supply the stamps, and if they could they would be

bought ten times over in this country alone

!

HERR KOHL'S CATALOGUE.*
As was naturally to be expected, this, the second edition of Herr Kohl's

Catalogue, shows a remarkable and gratifying improvement over his initial

effort. This is especially notable in the illustrations, those of the stamps

themselves being as a rule vastly better than before, while nearly all the

existing surcharges are clearly and faithfully represented. In both these

important respects, Herr Kohl's Catalogue far outshines that of Messrs. Senf.

In the arrangement or grouping of the countries there is also much worthy

of imitation by other publishers. The system of placing the Colonies of

the Great Powers after their respective countries, while conserving the alpha-

betical .sequence by the insertion also of every name under its initial letter, is

one that is especially commendable. In a few instances among the British

Colonies the issues could be with advantage grouped more together, but on

the whole the philatelic portion of the Catalogue is worthy of the highest praise.

As regards the prices, Herr Kohl states that they are mainly founded

on his own stock—which is probably at least as important as any in Germany
—and that at the prices quoted he is prepared to deliver unimpeachable

specimens, while inferior ones can be supplied at lower rates. This is the

.same line as taken by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, and is a consistent,

a reasonable, and a far more satisfactory method than the fixing of imaginary

prices for stamps that cannot be supplied. We heartily congratulate Herr

Kohl on his Catalogue, which now assuredly takes rank with the best that

have been issued.

MESSRS. BRIGHT AND SON'S CATALOGUE.!
This firm has wisely decided to rest upon its oars for a while before

issuing the fifth edition (jf its well-known Catalogue, and has tiicrefore

published an addendum or supplement to the fourth edition. That between

forty and fifty pages of double column arc required to enumerate the recent

issues is sufficient evidence of the rapid way in which the aggregate number
of stainps is being filled up. In all cases of new t)'pes, illustrations are

appended—and excellent ones too, in facsimile— those of the United States,

Nyas.saland, and Greece being especially clear and effective. The adilitions

to the cnvelojjes and post cards are also included, and this supplement

should be ac(iuired by all purcha.sers of Messrs. Bright and Son's CataK>guc.

* Calaloj^iie of I'ostai^e .Stamps. Scconil Kdiliun, igoa. I'aiu. Kolli.. Clicmniu (SaMiny).

t Supfilemeiit to the Fourth Hililion of the A Ji C Catahiiie. November, 1901. llKlisur AND
Son. 164, Siriind, London, VV.C.

I2U((
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Wtr MssixtB.

NOTES OF NE^A/, AND VARIATIONS OF GURRKNT, ISSUES.
(Varieties of Obsolete Stamps, and Discoveries, will be found under "Philatelic Notes.")

IVe do not profess to chronicle everything, bid, with the kind help of correspondents, are desirous that

all the important novelties may be included. Speculative stamps— i. e. those 7iot really required for

postalpurposes—zvill be cotisidered on their merits, andJubilee issues will not be chronicled.

Members of the London Philatelic Society, and other readers generally, are invited to co-operate with us

in making the columns as interesting as possible. Our foreign readers can especially help us in

this direction, by sendi7tg copies of any official documents relative to changes in the ctirrent issues,

or early intimation ofany new issue, accompanied, when possible, by a speci?nen ; such information

will be duly credited to the correspondent, and, if desired, the specimen promptly returned.

address: editor "london philatelist," effingham house, arundel street, strand,
London, W.C.

BRITISH EMPIRE,

British Bechuanaland.— " The -Id.,

green, envelope of Great Britain has now been

surcharged ' Bechuanaland Protectorate.' "

—

Ewen's Weekly. Envelope.

\&., green, surcharged "Bechuanaland Protectorate."

British South Africa.—Eweiis Weekly

reports the issue of a 7s. 6d. value, Type 1

1

and that other values may be expected.

Adhesive. 7s. 6d., black.

Ceylon.—The M. J. is informed by a

correspondent that he possesses a stamp

which should come immediately before

No. 181 in Gibbons' Catalogue, being the

4 c, rose, doubly surcharged with Type 29,

one impression inverted.

It is further stated that the specimen was

purchased at the post office.

Gibraltar.—The 20 centimos, both un-

surcharged and with the locally printed

"Morocco Agencies", exists, according to

the M. J., in olive-greeji only, the whole

impression being in the same tint.

This is confirmed by Ewen^s Weekly.

Gold Coast.— Mr. Louis E. Bradbury
informs us that another value, the 2|d., lilac

and blue, has bfeen surcharged „, ,^,„ in° PENNY
black, with the original value barred. Bi'oken

type varieties may be searched for.

We hear that a fresh supply of penny
stamps has now arrived, and so there will

be no necessity to overprint any other values,

at least for some time, unless the old type

has to be worked off with overprinting.

A dheslve.

I'F.NNY
°" '^\^-> li'^c and blue

; black surcharge.

Great Britain.—At the London So-
ciety's meeting on Friday, December 20th,

the four new stamps were shown by Mr. A. B.

Creeke, jun., and were considered worthy to

take the place of the Queen's Head series

which have done duty for nearly sixty-two

years. We are pleased to say permission has

been accorded us to illustrate these stamps,

now so soon to be put into circulation.

[.%r^»JiT'- •-'' J

The colours are, of course, green, red, and

blue for the three lower denominations, but

we can hardly say that the 6d. is the same

in colour as the present id. stamp. The

specimen of the 6d. value before us is in a

darker purple shade, a very decided im-

provement. We believe the only alteration

contemplated in the remainder of the values

will be the King's Head, the general designs

remaining unaltered.

Adliesives. id., green. I 2jd., blue,

id., carmine. |
6d., purple.

The following Notice was published by the

Post Office on Tuesday, December 17th:

—

"POSTAGE STAMPS.
'' On and after the ist January next, new Post-

age Stamps bearing the King's portrait, of the

value of |d., id., 2id. , and 6d. respectively, will

be on sale at the various Post Offices in the

United Kingdom. The colour of the new 6d.

stamp being the same as that of the present

Penny Stamp, care should be used to avoid mis-

taking one for the other. New Stamps of other
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denominations also bearing the King's portrait

will be issued afterwards.

"All the Adhesive Stamps of the present issue

bearing the portrait of the late Queen will still

be available : a description of them is given

below :

—

Value. Colow. VaUte. Colour.

Jd. Green or Red. 5d. Purple and Blue.
Td. Purple. 6d. Purple on Red Paper.
ijd. Purple and Green. gd. Purple and Blue.
2d. Green and Ked. lod. Purple and Red.
aid Purple on Blue Paper. i/- Wholly Green or

3d. Purple on Yellow Green and Red.
Paper. 2/6 Purple.

4d. Green and Brown. 5/- Rose.
4id. Green and Red. 10/- Blue.

('J'his stamp will no longer i.-i Green.
be supplied when the £s Orange.
existing stock is ex-
hausted.)

"The Stamps with the late Queen's portrait

embossed or printed on envelopes, wrappers, post

cards, and letter cards will also be available.

"No other Stamps are valid in payment of

postage.

"By Command of the Postmaster-General.

"Genekal Post Office,
"17/// December, igoi."

India.—From the P. J. I. we learn that

the plum-coloured i anna has been found
On

with the If. S. surcharge occurring twice.

M.

The M.J. gives particulars of stamps of

the various Native States which we do not

remember to have met with before. We
copy from our contemporary ?« exienso.

'' lihopal.—We have received the \ a.,bhic/c,

of 1895 (No. 88 in the Catalogue^ and the

^ a., black, of 1896 (No. \ooa), pin-pcrf \vilh

small holes. We do not know wlietlicr this

is a new variety of official perforation or
whether it is of unofficial origin, as the
stamps were not obtained direct.

"A correspondent of 'J7ie I'll. J. of I. states

that he recently obtained in IJhopal ,'i couple
of sheets of the 4 a., black (No. ioo«), printed
on a dirty half-sheet of foolscap paper, water-
marked 'Government of India', and we
presume laid.

" Cochi/i.— Messrs. Alfred Smith and Son
kindly send us a portion of a sheet of the
current 3 pics slatnps, without cither frame
to the sheet or marginal inscrijnion at toj).

The same blocks appear Uy be still usetl,

but they are set rather wider a|)art, both
vertically and hori/.ontally ; tiie horizontal

row of eight measures 226 nnn. instead of
214 mm., and the rows arc more irregular
than before.

"Diittia.—Wc seem to have omitted to noli:

the receii)t a few months ago of ihe \ a. of
current tyjjc in sheets of lliirtytwo-four
horizontal rows of eight, divideil as before
by jiori/.onlal lines of coloured dashes, and
with a frame of the .same roimd the whole
block. The impression is now in r/iv/i tiisc

or cariniiw.

'' llytkmbaii.- Mx. Hyramji Shavakshali
lias shown us the 4 a. in various sliadis of

grey-green and olive-g?-eefi, and the 12 a. in a
grey-blue or greenish blue tint, all of which
he tells us have been issued within the last

few years.

'^ Kishetigark.—We have received the j a.

in dull pink and the i a. in violet, \-ery

badly printed, on rather thicker paper than
before, similar to that of No. i of this state.

They are struck wider apart on the sheet

than hitherto, and pin-perf. in very crooked
lines, done no doubt with a spur-wheel, or

some instrument of that kind."

Bhor.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co.

send us a new half anna stamp for this

State.

In general appearance it is similar to the

Holkar issue of 1889-92, having a portrait

in a circle in the centre, "bhor STATE post-

age" in label at top, native inscriptions at

both sides, and "half anna" at bottom.

Colour rose-vermilion, and imperforate; white

wove paper. Adhesive.

i anna, rose-vermilion, imperf. ; white wove paper,

Lagos. — EwetCs Weekly has met with

the 4d., carmine, CC, 14, with watermark

clearly sideways, and it seems probable

that other values with this variety may
some day turn up.

Mauritius.—A correspondent assures us

that he has found a used block of six of

No. 1 17 in the Catalogue, the "two cents"

on 4 c, carmine, with a letter "o" for "c"
in "cents." The sheets of these stamps

were very closely examined when they were

issued, and we hardly think that such an

error could have escaped notice ; we are

inclined to hope that the supposed "c.

"

may be only a badly printed "c," or that

the aljnormal apjjcarance may be due to

the postmark.

—

M. J.

Nkw Zealand. — Collectors of official

envelopes are informed by MekceVs that the

monogram " E.R." has been substituted here

for "V.R."
Official Envelope. No value, monogram " E.R."

North Horn eo.—The stamps recently

surcharged " HRIIISII I'ROTECl ORATE" have

lieen, the J/. /. informs us, further ovcr-

l)iinlfd, at least so we understand, "i-osr-

AGK dim;" vertically, in black; and the

following is a list of this interesting issue :—

Fotlagt Due Stamps.

% c, urcoii luul liluck.

3 c, Ilinc mill olivo-ijicen.

4 c, curiiiiiia mill liliick.

SC.,uraiii:o ,,

t c, ucliro-browii ,,

8 c, brown „
11 c, (lull l>IUB ,,

iBc, ti<<'<'i> >•

(4 c, red nnil liluo.
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The A. J. P. states that a vertical pair of

the lo c. of the 1887 issue has been found

imperf. between.

Queensland.—We understand that

amongst the Postage stamps presented to

H.R.H. the Prince of Wales by the Queens-

land Government is a set described as

" proofs of new issues." From the descrip-

tion given below it would seem that this

set of stamps is intended for fiscal use, but

as they were placed with the current postage

stamps we think it desirable to chronicle

them.

The proofs are printed on card in the

following values and colours :

—

id., chocolate. I as., red-brown,
6d.

I

dark blue.
|

2S. 6d., violet,

los., dark brown.

All contain a half-length portrait (three-

quarter face) of the King (a bad likeness),

in uniform, with name of Colony at top,

value in words at bottom, and additional

value in figures in a circle at each side just

above the value in words. At the sides

" DUTY " (left) and " stamp " (right). Shape

of all, large upright rectangular, the id.

value being somewhat smaller than the

others.

H.R.H. also possesses a very fine specimen

of the id., orange, of 1868, watermarked trun-

cated Star, imperforate and postmarked.

From the P. J. G. B. we learn that a block

of four of the |d. of 1895 exists with a

distinct impression on the back, printed

diagonally. We are told that it is not an

"offset" of the colour.

Adhesive. \&., green, of 1895, printed both sides.

Straits Settlements.—NegriSetnbilan.

—We are shown the 15 c. stamp overprinted

" One Cent.", in similar type to that shown
in Type 4 in the Catalogue, and with a bar

across the top of the stamp. One of the

copies before us seems to have been used as

long ago as October, 1900 ; another shows

a raised stop after " Cent.", the period being

almost on a level with the top of the letter

"t".—J/. /.
Adhesives.

I c, in black, on 15 c, green and mauve.
I c. ,, IOC. ,, „ with raised stop.

Perak.—Messrs. Gibbons, Limited, inform

us that a fiscal stamp of the Straits Settle-

ments, of long, rectangular shape, with

"revenue" at top and value at foot, which
was surcharged " perak " across the centre,

was used postally in 1898.

Fiscal Postal. $2, green, value in blue.

Transvaal.—The South African Stamp

Company have shown us a sheet of sixty of

the " E.R.I." halfpenny on 2d., brown, stamp,

printed on paper of a decidedly yellowish

hue.

Placed side by side with a normal sheet,

the difference is very noticeable, though the

yellow appearance may arise from age or

exposure.

Victoria.—Eweris Weekly calls attention

to some errors lately found.

Our contemporary's " Notes" read —

"There is a very striking error in the

recently issued i^d., green, Victoria without

'POSTAGE.' The word 'victoria' is spelt

' VICTCRIA ' in the 7th row from the top

and the 2nd stamp from the right-hand
stamp {i.e. last but one in the 7th row).

This error has occurred in every pane the

Colonial Market has sent us, and we have

also picked up two copies from dealers.

Also, in the first row, on the 3rd stamp
from the right-hand side, the '^' is joined

to the ' d ' in the left-hand top corner. Both

of these varieties occur only once in each

sheet of 240."

EUROPE.
Austria.—Further values of the current

set have been found on the diagonally lined

paper, and to the lists we have previously

reported must be added the 10 heller, rose.

Specimens of the current Unpaid Letter

stamps are known, states the M. /., pin-

perforated and of probably a semi-official

nature.

We should like to know further about

these stamps before chronicling them, but

we may here state that the following values

are known to the M. /.'s correspondent : i, 2,

4, 5, 10, 15, 20, and 40 heller.

Adhesive. lo heller, rose, with diagonal lines.

Austrian Levant.—The diagonal lines

now appear on the i piastre stamp, and the

M. C. has received a specimen.
Adhesive.

I piastre on 25 h., ultramarine, with diagonal lines.

Bosnia.—A new value has appeared here,

35 heller, blue and black, the numerals being

in the latter colour, and some, if not all

the other values are expected to have the

numerals altered to black.

Adhesive. 35 heller, light blue and black.

Crete.—.£"7£/^;2'.r Weekly states, on the

authority of a Continental journal, that two

unsurcharged high values of the Unpaid

Letter stamps, printed in distinctive colours,

have been issued.

Unpaid Letter Siamfs. i drachma, violet.

2 drachma!, brown.
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France.—A Continental journal, it is

reported, has made the discovery of a copy

of the 15 c, blue, of the 1876 type, with a

fine network at foot in place of the in-

scription "j. A. SAGE INV."

The /. B./. chronicles a i c. newsband, in

the current type.

Newsband. i centime, grey on buff.

Greece.—We are shown a couple of nice

pairs, one much more heavily printed than

the other, of the 10 lepta of 1876, one of

each pair having "00" on the back and the

other " 10." Both seem to have been used

at the same place (Rytheion ?), in the month

of May, but the figures of the year are not

decipherable. We have also the i dr. "A M"
on 5 dr. Olympic Games label, with an error

in the surcharge—"APAXMH" instead of

"APAXMH."—/J/./.

Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send us a

specimen of the current 5 lepta, green, stated

to be on much thinner paper than before

;

perf 13.^. We have nothing to compare it

with.

ROUMANIA.—Some fresh varieties of the

stamps on unwatcrmarked paper, with pink

gum, are noted by the M. J. Of these, we
have not before chronicled the 10 b., rose,

and 40 b., dark green.

Our friends have also the 25 bani, perf

I li, in various shades of Ijluc, on this paper,

and the i bani and 3 bani in the same shade

of brown.

Adhesives. lo \>., rose; perf. iiixi3j.

40 b., dark grcuii, ii}.

WURTEMBEUG.—We understand that the

official and local stamps of this country

will be continued in use after April ist nc.\t

year, although, as already reported, the or-

dinary postage stamps will be withdrawn.

AMERICA.

Bolivia. On page 160 we noted a new
issue of five values, giving the various colours,

and we notice that several of our contem-

poraries give violet as the colour of the

I centavo and include a 2 c, green, in their

lists.

Aillietivit. I centnvo, viulot

a contavoii, sreen.

IlKA/il,. It will soon be as diflicull lo

follow this coimlry's varieties as those of

Salvador, which we have given up in despair.

Messrs. Cjibbons make ilic following addi-

tions to thi-ir likls: —

20 r., orange and blue; per/, ii^ /<7 12 X3i /tf gJ.

50 r., deep green ,, \-z\ to \if.

Type 52 surcharged luiih Type 43.

Perf. i2ff to 14, and 11, ii^ compoittid.

200, in black f on 100 r., mauve.

Colombian Repuklic. — Further pro-

visionals have been issued at Cartagena,

and Messrs. Bright and Son and Whitfield

King and Co. have handed us specimens.

1 centavo, blue, arms in a circle in the

centre, with "de" over, "republica" at

left and "colo.miua" at right, with "COR-

REOS" at top and "centavo" at bottom

—

figures of value in bottom corners.

2 centavos, pale and very dark bistre or

brown, arms in an oval in centre, "repub-
lica DE COLOMBi.A." in a curved band over

arms, "CORREOS" at top and value at bottom,

with figures of value in lower corners.

Both are authenticated by a chain sur-

charge, in red, covering five stamps. The
stamps are printed in sheets of loo, pin-

perforated, and between every two lines of

stamps there is a dividing line in colour.

Thin wove paper, and in the blue stamps

before us the colour shows through at back.

Minor varieties will doubtless be found.

Adhcswes.
1 centavo, blue (shades), with red Control surcharge.
2 centavos, pale bistre and dark bistre or brown, with

Control surcharge.

Both pin-perf.

Afitioqiiia.—On page 253 we listed two

provisionals, and from the Metropolitan

Philatelist., just to hand, we notice a third

chronicled, the i centavo, blue, in four

varieties.

frovlsional. i centavo, blue, four varieties.

Dominican Republic— Commemorative
issues of postals and officials are to be issued

here, and this is the only announcement

of these unnecessary stamps we intend to

make.

The set of Unpaid stamps are described

in Mekeel's as follows :

—

" Similar to those of Austria. The cenir.il

feature is a large (igure of value ; the letter

't' (which is an abbreviation for 'taxc,'

indicating the purpose of the issue) appears
in each corner, .ind there are no other
inscrii)lions."

I'i>sta/;e Hilt, a ceniuvoi., browii-ulivc.

4 M II

S
O I.

I'AUAGUAY. — It is Slated in several

(|uarlers liial a 1 |)eso of the same general

design as the 1892 issue, in slate colour,

has lately been put into circulation. The
portrait is slatet! to be thai of General

Kgu/.i|ui/a.
.lit/ltlifi. IMaU, >lulO,
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OTHER COUNTRIES.
Cuba.—A specimen of the 2 c. of the

1899 issue has been shown to the A. J. P.

with the surcharge inveited.

Adhesive, z c, black on carmine, surcharge inverted.

Dahomey.— Messrs. Whitfield King and

Co. and Mr. George Carion send us the

I centime stamps for this territory. We
understand that only the 25 c. value had

previously been issued.

Adhesive, i c, black on azure.

Japan.—Messrs. Kirkpatrick and Pember-

ton have found one unused mint copy of the

10 sen, pale yellow-green, type of 1872, on

distinctly wove paper.

The lately reissued \ sen, grey, is stated

to have been put into circulation about two

years ago and then withdrawn in favour

of the 5 rin stamp.

Adhesive. lo sen, pale yellow-green, on native wove.

Philippine Islands.—Mr. C. F. Roth-

fuchs has shown the A . J. P. a block of four

of the provisional issue of 1897, 20 c. on

25 c, brown, which bears two surcharges

in the normal position, one inverted and

another placed sideways.

lljilatclic Snmtics' Stci^tiugs.

Council for the Year 1901-1902.

President—
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.
Vice-President—M. P. Castle.

Hon. Secretary— 'i. A. Tilleakd.
Hon. Treasni-er— C. N. Biggs.

Hon. Assistant Secretary—H. R. Oldfieli).
Hon. Librarian—T. Mavcock.

W. B. Avery. C. J. Daun.
E. D. Bacon. R. Ehuenbach.
W. D. Beckton. T. W. Hall.
The Earl of Crawford, k.t. L. L. R. Hausbukg.

R. Mevek.

The second meeting of the season 1901-1902
was held at Effingham House on Friday the 8th
November, 1901, at 7.45. p.m.
Members present : E. D. Bacon, R. B. Yardley,

L. L. R. Hausburg, Herbert R. Oldfield, Rudolph
Meyer, Rudolph Frentzel, J. A. Tilleard, Franz
Reichenheim, Robert Ehrenbach, Thos. Wm.
Hall, Louis E. Bradbury, L. W. Fulcher, W.
Schwabacher, A. R. Barrett, M. P. Castle, A. B.

Creeke, jun., William Silk, jun., C. J. Daun,
Edward J. Nankivell, C. Neville Biggs, Gordon
Smith.
The chair was taken by Mr. E. D. Bacon, and the

minutes of the meeting held on the 25th October
were read and confirmed.

The Hon. Secretary reported that in accord-
ance with instructions he had sent a telegram to

His Royal Highness the President congratulating

him on his return to this country, and that he had
received in reply a telegram from Portsmouth
dated the 2nd November in the following terms :

—

"J. A. Tilleard,

"Philatelic Society.

" Sincerely thank Society for kind welcome
^°"""-

"George."

A letter was read from the Secretary of the
Indian Philatelic Society enclosing a copy of Part
2 of the Handbook on the Stamps ofJa?7inm and
Kashmir, and also a letter from Mr. L'Estrange
Ewen with a handsomely bound copy of his work
on Railway Letter Stamps, and the Hon. Libra-

rian was instructed to acknowledge both gifts in

the usual way.
The Hon. Secretary reported that the Council

had communicated with the Auditors in pursuance
of the recommendation of the members made at

the Annual General Meeting held on the 7th

June, 1901, with the result that it had been
arranged that ^76 l6s., the amount of the com-
muted subscriptions and entrance fees, should be
treated as a reserve fund, and that all further

entrance fees and coinniuted subscriptions received

during the year should be added thereto, and no
portion of such sums applied towards current
expenses for the present year.

On the motion of Mr. Nankivell, seconded by
Mr. Reichenheim, the action of the Council was
approved and adopted by the members.

Mr. Hausburg then proceeded to read some
notes on the "Stamps of Hong Kong" and on
the various dies used in the printing, followed

by a display of his collection with photo-
graphs and photographic enlargements, which
were shown by means of a lantern upon a screen.

Mr. Hausburg in his paper (which will be pub-
lished in The London Philatelist) referred more
to the design of the head of Queen Victoria in

these stamps and to the varying position of the

head in the rectangular frame in the various

values, and pointed out slight differences in the

outline of the head and the position of the line

at the background.
A vote of thanks to Mr. Hausburg for his

notes and display was moved by Mr. Ehrenbach,
seconded by Mr. Gordon Smith, and after some
words in support by Mr. Bacon, was carried

unanimously, and the proceedings then terminated.

The third meeting of the season 1901-1902
was held at Effingham House on Friday the 22nd
November, 1901, at 7-45 P-m.
Members present : M. P. Castle, Fred West,

Herbert R. Oldfield, Rudolph Meyer, Robert
Ehrenbach, Rudolph Frentzel, E. D. Bacon,
B. D. Knox, C. Neville Biggs, T. Maycock,
L. L. R. Hausburg, W. Schwabacher, L. W.
Fulcher, C. J. Daun, A. B. Creeke, jun.,

Thos. Wm. Hall, Edward J. Nankivell, Gordon
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Smith, J. A. Tilleard. A. R. Barrett, C. Mc-
Naughtan, Louis E. Bradbury ; visitor, F. A.
Blore.

The chair was taken by the Vice-President,

who, in opening tlie proceedings, called attention

to the fact that this was the first meeting held

since the change of title of the President to

that under which he will henceforth be known,
and moved that

"The members of the Philatelic Society, London,
in general meeting assembled, desire to offer to

the President their congratulations on the new
dignity conferred upon His Royal Highness by
His Majesty the King, and to record their loyal

sense of gratification in the perpetuation, in the

person of their President, of the honoured title

of 'Prince of Wales.'"

The minutes of the meeting held on the 8th

November were subsequently read and confirmed.

Dr. W. J. Tivy, proposed by Mr. P. J. Lloyd
and .seconded by the Hon. Secretary, was duly

elected a member of the Society. Mr. George
Breakspeare Petrie, proposed by the Hon. Secre-

tary and seconded Ijy the Assistant Hon. Secretary,

was also duly elected a member of the Society.

The Secretary explained the nature of the

inquiries made by the President, on the occasion

of the recent tour of H.R.H., with the object

of obtaining for the Society information as to the

plates of some of the Australian stamps, in regard

to which further details are necessary for clearing

up points remaining to be solved in the history of

the stamps in question.

It ajipears from the particulars obtained that

most of the dies and plates have long since been

destroyed, but the President has received and
presented to the Society an impression in black

taken from the original steel plate on which were
engraved the first id., 2d., and 3d. values of the

stamps of Victoria, and impressions taken from

the original steel plates of the 2d. (Queen on
Throne) and the first is. stamp, together with

proof impressions from the steel dies of the 3d.

and 4d. (beaded oval), and of the id. and 6d.

values of 1862-63 issue of the same Colony. In

addition to these there were impressions from the

plates of the 3d., 2s. 6d., and los. ((leorge and
Dragon type), stamps of Tasmania, and one from

the old stone from which the first 6d. stamps of

Western Australia were |)rinled, showing the

whole of the 240 stanijjs.

These valuable impressions were examined with

much interest, and il is lio))ed that, possibly in

the case of the Victorian stamps, ihey may be

of assistance in the elucidation of some of the

{jueslions affecting the first issues of this Colony.

On the motion of the Vice-President, seconded
by Mr. I'',. D. Bacon, the very cordial thanks of the

Society were voted lo the President for obtaining,

for the use of the .Society, the information given

in regard to the old stamps of the Australian

Colonies, and for the very valunble gift of the

impressions from some of the plates an<l dies,

kindly presented by H.U.H.
Mr. West then proceeded lo read some notes

on the current issues of (ireal Mritain, com|)rising

the stamps known as the Jubilee issue o( 1S87,

with such of the previous values as had not been
superseded by that issue and also those sub-

itequentiy issued.

Mr. West, in his most inleresling paper, wliiih

will subsefjucnlly be published in the I ondon
I'hilaldiil, called atienlioii to the niimerou!!

Khades of c<ilour in the respective values ami
the vurioUH Hli);lil iilteriitioiiH in the dCsii^n uf

some of the stamps, and to varieties of the

bordering of the sheets.

The paper was illustrated by a display of the

stamps, not only of the particular issue, but of

the earlier issues of Great Britain, and was much
appreciated by the members present. The interest

in the notes was further enhanced by a display

of blocks of the unused stamps of this issue,

which had been sent for the inspection of the

members by Mr. Dendy Marshall.

In moving a very cordial vote of thanks to

Mr. West for his notes and display, Mr. Gordon
Smith specially drew attention lo the great in-

struction and pleasure that could be obtained

from the study of stamps of small market value,

and pointed to the paper just read as indicating

the ]30ssibilities of obtaining valuable information

relative to current issues by investigation, such as

had been made by Mr. West, the results of which
would probably have been difiicult, if not im-

possible, to secure if investigation had been
deferred until a period of say some ten years after

the issue had become obsolete.

The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr.
E. J. Nankivell and warmly supported by the

Vice-President and carried unanimously, and after

a suitable response by Mr. West the proceedings

terminated.

Hon. Secretary—
Mr. G. Johnson, u.a., 2o3, Birchfield Road, Birmingham.

NovEMiiER 2ist. — Paper, "The Embossed
Stamps of Great Britain," Mr. T. W. Peck.

The subject was most exhaustively treated by
Mr. Peck, who made his explanations much
clearer by showing some embossing dies and
printers' "make-up, 'and the various ways of using

them. An interesting discussion followed, whicli

brought out some of the explanations in more
detail.

The following were unanimously elected mem-
bers : Major T. Jermyn, Messrs. J. L. Siev-

wright, A. Anderson.

December Slh. Our third auction took place

on this date, when, with the kind assistance of

Mr. II. W. I'lumridge, some 175 lots were
disposed of at very good prices.

Messrs. D. Rotberg, V. II. Maddison, and
F. A. Ptndlebury were unanimously elected

ntembers.

Votes of thanks were ordered to be entered on
the minutes lo Mr. II. L. I layman for a valuable

contribution to the permanent collection, and lo

Messrs. G. B. liainbridge, W. .Scoll, W. Morley,

D. W. Osgood, and A. Seni[)ad for important

contributions lo the Library.

The next auction will be held on February 27th

and 28th, lots for which must reach the Hon.
Secretary by January 27tli at latest.

(ifarbitT ^pliilnlrlir '^•iinrtn.

/'»vi«i/r«/—Mr. Waltkr Scoit,

Tins Society's .second nieelinj; of llie se.iMin wiisi

held at the .Society's room in ihc V.M.C.\.
Inslilule on Tiie^diiy the I2tli November, when
in utidilion to llie i'resident, who occupied the

chair, there were present the \"ice-l'residenls (Mr.

li. W. ShrtcUcll, J. I'., Hud Aldcrumn Trounce, J.r. ),
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the Hon. Sec. (Mr. W. A. Jutsum), and Messrs.
T. Edwards, J. L. Everett, J. Lewis, G. E. Petty,

B. Kowlands, and Mrs. Marshall.

Mr. J- Lewis was elected a member of the

Society.

The Canton Exchange Club, conducted by the

Hon. Sec, was adopted as the official medium for

exchange. In future the Club will be known as

the Cardiff Philatelic Exchange, and will be open
to collectors who are not members of the local

Society.

At the conclusion of business Mr. Rowland
gave an instructive paper on the " Stamps of

Sweden and Norway," dealing with the various

varieties that exist, especially in minor details.

Mr. Rowland also exhibited his collection of
those countries, as did also most of the members
present.

The Society's next meeting will be held on the

loth December, when the President will give a

paper on the " Stamps of Mauritius," accompanied
by a display of his collection.

Secretarial Address

—

371, Cowbridge Road, Cardiff.

Founded May, 1890.

SYLLABUS OF TWELFTH SESSION,

1901-1902.

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS.
President

:

*Fredericic a. Padgett.
Vice-Presidents

:

*JoHN H. Thackrah. *T. K. Skipwith.

//an. Treasurer:
•Herbert M. Hepworth,

Lincombe, North Hill Road, Headingley, Leeds.

//on. Secretaries

:

*\V. Denison Roebuck, f.l.s., 259, Hyde Park Road,
Leeds.

*Eugene Egly, 129, Victoria Road, Hyde Park, Leeds.

//on. Librarian

:

W. Denison Roebuck, f.l.s.

Exchange /Manager:
*W. K. Skipwith, 42, Ash Grove, Hyde Park, Leeds.

/i/etnbers

:

W. Beckwith (Taunton). J. W. Duffield.
W. Findlater. Oliver Firth (Baildon).
Rev. T. S. Fleming. Geo. Hainsvvorth.
J. Green Hirst. W. A. Jefferson, f.r.co.
Francis J. Kidson. R. S. Kirk.
W. Robinson, m.p.s. Joseph Scott.
*W. Burra Simpson. Rev. C. H. Spurrell.

Theo. C. Taylor, m.p. (Batley).

Co7'responding Meiiibers

:

William Brown (Salisbury).

A. F. Burton (Tumham Hall, Selby).

(*) These members form the Committee.

SYLLABUS.

igoi.

(Tuesdays, unless otherwise noted.)

Oct. I. At Patent Library, General Display.
„ 15. At Patent Library, Philatelic Gathering.

Nov. 5. At Patent Library, Evening for Exchanges.
,, 19. " At Home "_ with Joseph Scott.

Dec. 3. At Patent Library, Paper by the President.
„ 17. "At Home" with Rev. T. S. Fleming.
igo2.

Jan. 7. At Patent Library, Display of British Stamps,
values One Shilling and over.

,, 21. " At Home " with the President.
Feb. 4. At Patent Library, Paper by Eugene Egly on

"Internal Ratesof Postage in the Various
European Countries."

„ 18. At Patent Library, Display of Stamps of Spain
and Colonies,

Mar. 4. At Patent Library, Paper by J. H. Thackrah,
"Stray Notes."

,, 18. At Patent Library, Display of Stamps of New
Zealand.

Apr. 8. At Patent Library, Paper by Oliver Firth.

,, 22. At Patent Library, Display of Stamps of the
Straits Settlements, etc.

May 6. At Patent Library, The Annual Meeting.

The Meetings commence at 7. 30 p. m. , the Papers (if any)
being taken at 8 p. m.

The October and November packets contained a

fine selection of valuable stamps in good condition,

and as for the most part they were quoted at

reasonable prices, sales should attain a high
average. August packets have returned from cir-

culation, and were broken up for dispersal within

two days.

The Club, which was founded in 1891, has

now a membership of upwards of 300 collectors

of all grades— beginners, medium, and advanced.

The rules, drawn up by Mr. H. R. 01dfield,.were

expressly framed to safeguard the interests of

members, and to reduce all chances of dishonesty

to a minimum. Every applicant is required to

furnish two satisfactory references if desired, and
to sign the form of agreement attached to the

rules. As a large number of buying members
have lately joined, and as the supply of rare

varieties is less than the demand, the Secretary

would be pleased to welcome Philatelists who may
have good selections to offer. Packets are not

kept in circulation for longer than three months,
and sheets are returned and balances adjusted with

the least possible delay. A commission of 2\ per

cent, is levied on sales, but buyers are exempt
from all charges, and there is no annual subscrip-

tion. Entrance fee 2s. , and Club stationery at

cost price. Three or four packets are circulated

every month, and members can see or contribute

to as many as they like by giving due notice.

H. A. Slade, Secretary.

Ingleside, St. Albans.

West OTfllUrtora' Clulr.

351, Fourth Avknue, New York.

The seventy-second meeting of the Board of

Governors was held at the Club House on
Monday evening, November nth, 190 1. Present:

Messrs. Andreini, Jones, Low, Luff, Scott, and
Perrin. It was voted to accept the offer of the

Directors of the American Philatelic Association

to have their medal and diploma framed and to

loan to Club to be hung in the Assembly Room.
The Treasurer's report, showing a cash balance

in bank of $348.54 exclusive of bond, and the

report of House Committee were read and re-

ceived. The application of Mr. Carl Willadt

having been posted the required length of time,

his name was balloted upon and he was declared

to have been unanimously elected a subscribing

member of the Club. The following application

for membership was received and posted on the

bulletin board

—

Paul Kohl, Chemnitz, Ger-

many. Proposed by P. F, Bruner, seconded by

J. C. Morgenthau.
Albert Perrin, Secretary.
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BRITISH NORTH BORNEO, "POSTAGE
DUE."

To the Editor 0/ the "London Philaletist."

Dear Sir,—We have just received a letter

from the Postmaster-General of British North

iiorneo, dated October 23rd, stating that the

12 c. and 18 c. "Postage Due" stamps are all

finished and the 24 c. nearly so, and that no more

of these three values are to be made. These

three values are all of the old type of 1894, no

values above 8 c. of the 1897 type having been

issued in Borneo with the " Postage Due " sur-

charge. The London market has recently been

flooded with large quantities of sets of the 1897

type from 2 c. to 24 c. inclusive, all surcharged

" Postage Due " and obliterated with a cancelling

stamp, which we believe to be different from any-

thing emi)l()ycd in Borneo. As three values at

least of this set have never been issued, and,

according to the Postmaster- General of North

Borneo, are never likely to be, the authenticity

of the stamps in question would appear to be

open to doubt. We are under the impression

that all the genuine " Postage Due " stamps

Borneo were locally surcharged at

Yours faithfully.

issued in

Sandakan,

Whitfield King and Co.

Ii'SwiCH, England, December i^th, 1901.

[We have carefully compared the specimen (2 c.)

submitted by our correspondents, but can find no
difference between it and other stamps of the

same value. The surcharge on all the stamps of

this denomination that we have seen is, however,

badly struck, whereas those on the other values

are clearly and evenly printed. The 2 c, how-
ever, was, we are infurraed, used in considerable

quantities before the other values appeared.

We believe that the "Postage Due" stamps
were all at Laljuan in June last, and those of

North Borneo are still out there. The Company
sell these stamps direct to the trade at 3s. per

dollar, or through their wholesale agents, cancelled

only, at 2S. 6d. per dollar. The Company further

will not, we are informed, supply the " Postage

Due" stamps, either unused or cancelled, on any
terms but those cited, thus throwing upon the

dealers the necessity of buying from the London
office or its agents. From a philatelic point of

view almost the whole of the issues of Labuan
and North Borneo are worthless. They are, how-
ever, pretty, and they sell !

—

Ed.]

^Iic Jlavket.

No IK.— Under this title will be inserted all the information that may refer in any way
to the financial aspects of Philately, e.g. the sales or values of stamps, the slate

of the Market, 'Prade publications, etc.

Mkssks. Plumridgk and Co.

Sale of November 5lh and 6th.

• Unused.

British Central Africa, 1st issue, f,\,
deep i)lue*

British (Juiana, 1852, i c., magenta
Ditto, (lillo, 4 c, deep Ulue, little

rubbed . ...
Ditto, 1862, 2 (^, yellow, S. {}. and

Co.'s No. 70, full roulettes .

British llonduras, CA, 6d., yellow,*

with guru . ...
Ditto, ditto. Is., grey,* ditto ,

{^iinaiiii, 6(1., grey liliie, perf.

Ceylon, 91I., lilac-brown, iiiipiTl.

iJilto, IS. 9(1., green," mint
Ditto, 2s., blue, clean cut pcrfs.

Cyprus, IS., green," mint
(Jreal lirituin, /,i, brown-lilai', Anchor
Ionian Ihlaiid.s, yellow, used

s. d.

'7 6

4

'5

10

18

.3

12 6
13 6

17

12

16

Lagos, 2s. 6d., olive-black*

Ditto, 5s., blue

Ditto, los., lilac - brown, slightly

rubbed . ...
Malta, 1885, CA, 4(1., brown, imperf.

horizontal pair, tised

.

Nevis, CA, 6d., giecn*" .

Newfoundland, 6.UI., carmine* .

(Jueensland, ()d,, green, i860, imperf. .

.Straits Settlements, l88j, 2 c. on 12 c.,

blue,* with gum
Trinidad, id., blue, litho, early impres-

sion . ...
Ditto, id., greenish blue, ditto, late

impression

A collection (3,867)

3

4

5

4

S
8

s.

O

7

12

o

7

5

4

18

'5

2

o

J.

o
6

Siiic of Nuvember 19th iiiul 30th.

llritish Columbia, 10 c, |>erf. 14,* mint 2 o
Ditto, ditto,* mint, horizontal ixiii . 4 5
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£
2British Columbia, $r, perf. 14,* mint

Ditto, ditto, ditto,* mint, horizon-

tal pair . . ..476
British South Africa, ist issue, £2, rose-

red,* mint . . .300
Ceylon, CC, 5d., purple-brown,* mint 2 15 o

Ditto, wmk. T li on no wmk. paper,

perf. 13, 6d., brown,* horizontal

pair, mint . . . . 2 10 o

Natal, 1867, CC, 14, is., green, block
of four,* part gum . . . 3 10 O

Switzerland, Zurich, 4 r. , vertical lines,*

cut close . . . . 9 10 o
Tobago, id. on half 6d., MS. . .330
Trinidad, 1896, CA, los., green and

ultramarine,* mint . . . 3 10 o

Western Australia, 1895, CC, 14, ^d.

on 3d., brown, in red and in green,

mint block of four, and a block of

four, same surcharge, on CA paper lI

A collection of U. S., in plain album

(555) • .
• • . 23 o o

The bulk of this sale comprised remainders,

mixed lots, etc.

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson.

Sale of November 12th to 15th.

We understand that many stamps in this sale

were bought in by the owner.

* Unused.

Austria, 1858-9, 2 kr., orange,* with

gum . . . .376
Ditto, Mercury, 6 kr., red,* nearly

full gum . . . . 40 o o
Bavaria, 1895, two in red, on 3 pf.,

grey, a very fine used pair, on
entire original envelope, only two
other similar pairs being known . 22 o o

Bergedorf, 1^ sch. , black on lilac,*

slightly thinned
Bremen, 7 grote, yellow, on entire

France, 1849, I fr., orange, very slightly

thinned . ...
Great Britain, 5s., rose on bluish,

Anchor,* part gum .

Ionian Islands, set, used .

Naples, J tor. , Cross,* full gum .

Oldenburg, 1852, one-tenth yellow,* no
gum . ...

Portugal, 1855, 5 reis, red - brown,
straight hair,* mint .

Prussia, 1857, 2 sgr., dark blue, a superb
vertical pair,* mint .

Ditto, 1861-5, 2 sgr., Prussian blue,

a superb pair,* mint .

Roumania, Moldavia, 1854, 27 paras,

black on rose, on small piece of
original, and very fine

Ditto, ditto, another, very fine

Ditto, ditto, 54 paras, blue on green,

large margins, and superb . .1100
Ditto, ditto, 81 paras, blue on blue,

a fine copy of this exceedingly rare

stamp (? sold) . . .160 o o
Ditto, ditto, 108 paras, blue on rose,*

with gum, very slightly creased, and
small pinhole in corner, but a very
nice copy . . . . 38 o o

Ditto, ditto, 1858, bluish paper, 80
paras, red, four very fine copies,

used together on entire original .600
Ditto, ditto, '869, laid paper, 15 bani,

rose-red, a block of six . • 5 S O

4 10

5 5

S 5

4 15

4 4
12

4

4

25 10

6

27
20

o o
o o
o o
o o
10 o

£ s. d.

Roumania, Moldavia, 1859, white paper,

5 paras, black, a fine strip of three

on piece of original . . . 17 o o
Ditto, ditto, 1876-8, 5 bani, blue,

error, se ieiiaitt^ with 10 bani .900
Ditto, ditto, collections (615) ;^35
and {1,106) . . . 24 o o

Russian Levant, 1865, 2 k., brown and
blue, a pair* . . .650

Ditto, a vertical pair, used . .600
Saxony, 3 pf., red, a pair . . 4 10 o

Ditto, ditto, single . . . 3 15 o
Spain, 1852, 2 reales,* no gum . . 11 o o

Ditto, 1853, ditto,* ditto . .600
Switzerland, Basle, 1845, 2^ rappen,*

mint . . ..500
Ditto, ditto, another, used on entire

original . . . . 5 10 o
Ditto, Geneva, 1845, 54-5 c, yellow-

green, the double stamp,* no gum 22
Ditto, ditto, another, used . . 12

Ditto, Neuchatel, 1851, 5 c.*. .5
Ditto, Vaud, 1849, 4 c. , . 12

Ditto, ditto, another, on entire original 12

Ditto, ditto, another, pen-cancelled

and cleaned . . .8.50
Ditto, Winterthur, 2j r., a pair, on

entire

Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto .

Ditto, Poste Locale, 2^ r., without

frame, penmarked, and thinned

Tuscany, 2 soldi

Ditto, 3 lire, heavily cancelled .

Ceylon, 8d., brown, imperf.

I)itto, IS., lilac, ditto,* no gum
Ditto, 2s., blue, ditto .

Cape of Good Hope, 4d., red, err

repaired

Mauritius, Post Paid, 2d., blue, early

medium
Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto

Ditto, ditto, ditto, small fillet,* w
plate . . . . 4 10 o

Transvaal, 1876, is, green, fine roulette,

soft porous paper,* mint, no rou

lettes at bottom . . . 10 o o
British Columbia, 2^d., pink, imperf.* 12 o o
New Brunswick, is., mauve, .^10 and 11 50
Newfoundland, 4d., scarlet . .600

Ditto, IS., orange . . . 12 5 o
Nova Scotia, is. , cold violet . ••350

Ditto, IS., purple . . .1100
Ditto, IS., dark purple

.

. . 14 o o
Nevis, 6d., grey, litho,* with gum .400

Ditto, C A, 6d., green,* with gum .440
St. Vincent, 4d. on is., vermilion .850
British Guiana, 185?, 4 c., blue . .476
Buenos Ayres, 4 pesos, red . .600

Ditto, 5 pesos, orange-yellow . . g 10 o
Peru, medio peso, rose-red . .800
Queensland, i860, imperf., 2d., blue,

strip of three . . . 17 17 o
Ditto, single copy, ditto . . 5 10 o
Ditto, 1868-74, a set of the rare re-

prints, in pairs, including id., 2d.,

3d.,6d., is., and Registered stam]) 7 10 o
Victoria, 1868-81, 5s., blue on yellow,*

part gum . . . .7150
Messrs. Puttick and Simpson.

Sale of November 26th and 27th.

* Unused.

Austria, Mercury, 6 kr., yellow . , 2 15 o
Ditto, ditto, 6 kr., red,* orig. gum . 18 o o
Ditto, ditto, 30 k., rose . . 2 15 o

4 S

5 5

6 15
6

30
10 10

II

4 2 6

25

4 17 6

4 S
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Great Britain, id., V.R.,* willi gum .

Ionian Islands, set, used .

Naples, ^- tor., Arms, on entire .

Roiimania, Moldavia, 27 paras .

]3itto, ditto, 54. paras, on entire

Ditto, ditto, 108 paras .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, cut round and
on entire . ...

Saxony, 3 pf., red,* nearly full gum
Schleswig-Molstein, 1850, 2 sch., on

entire . ...
Spain, 3 cuartos, bronze,* cut close

Sweden, 3 sk. b., blue-green,* no gum
Switzerland, Basle, 2^ r. , on entire

Ditto, Geneva, 5 + 5 .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, two left halves

used vertically, on entire

Ditto, Vaud, 4 c. . . .

Tuscany, 2 soldi, on entire

Cape of Good Mope, 4d., red, error,

repaired . ...
Lagos, 2s. 6d., grey-black

Ditto, los.
,
purple-brown,* mint

Mauritius, Post Paid, id., orange, early

Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, ditto .

Ditto, large fillet, 2d., ditto, small

defects . ...
Natal, 1st issue, is., buff, 21 x 26 mm.
Sierra Leone, 1894, One Penny on 6d,,

lilac and green,* mint
Newfoundland, 6id., scarlet, small

margins . ...
U.S.A., 1856,90c., blue

Ditto, 1875-79, I c. to .'760, high

values* . ...
Barlxulos, 1856-57, 4d., red, iniperf

on white, a jiair,* part gum .

Bermuda, 1874, set of three, surcharge

in fancy capitals (the 2d. ') .

Nevis, CA, 6d., green

St. Vincent, One Penny on 6d., yellow-

green . ...
Tobago, 1880, id. on half 6d., in MS.,

fine pair . ...
Anliotjuia, 1868, 2J c, blue, slightly

thinned . ...
Ditto, 5 c, green, pen - marked,

cleaned off

Ditto, 10 c, lilac

Bolivar, 1863 66, lo c, ifreen

British (juiana, 1850, 8 c.
,
green, cut

round . ...
Ditto, 1852, I c. , magenta, pair,

small defects

Ditto, 1856, 4 c, ditto, c<jrncrs cut,

on entire . . . .

Ditto, 1862, 2 c, yellow, No. 23
lUienos Ayres, 3 pesos, green, heavy

posimark . . . .

Ditto, 4 |)esos, red, slightly cut inio

Ditto, 5 pesos, or.inge .

(iuadalajara, colleiUion of fifteen .

Peru, medio peso, yellow, pair .

New South Wales, id., lake, Plalc 2,

pair, (in entire

(Queensland, i860, 2(1., blue, iniperf. .

Victoria, 1S52, engraved, sd., reddisli

brown, !i reconstructed Plate of

lifly, line . . . .

Dill"), similar plates of (ifly iil/io',

£(, 5k, Oil. and
This Hale coiittiincd many remainders

niixi-d lots.

£ s. d.

7 15

3 5

6 5

18 ID

10 5

14 10

7 •5

6 6

3 12 6

6 15

2 5
ID

9 «5

I [

II 5

3 12 6

ID 15

J
II

5

6 IS

5 5

3 5

4 S

4 12 6

2 15

14 5

s

12

3 5 o

^ 10 o

4

6

5
8 10

3

5 5

4 15 o

5 10

4 5

3 3

7 5

9 '5

9

3 5

.?
Q

4 10

10 10

6

iini K»od

£ s. ,/.

6 10

I 16

3

5 10

2 10 O

10

4
15

6 15 o

4 10

3 5

5

7 15

I 16

I 18

7

2 12 6

10

2 12

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper.

Sale of November 21st and 22nd.

* Unused.

Great Britain, id., V.R. *

Cyprus, 6d. and is.,* both wiih gum .

Gibraltar, 1st issue, complete (6d.*)

Bulgaria, 1882, 5 s., rose, error

Zanzibar, 1897-99, 2.] on 25 on I a. on
10 c, black and hlac

Ditto, ditto, 22 on 25 on ij a. on

15 c, blue

Oldenburg, 1859, J gr., black on green,*

with gum . ...
Ditto, ditto, 3 gr., black on yellow*

Naples, 5 tor.. Arms, thinned

Servia, 1st issue, 2 p., deep green on

lilac-rose . ...
Philippines, ist issue, i real, error

"CORROS"*
Ditto, 1863, 2 reales, blue, " Habili-

tado" . ...
Ceylon, is., lilac, imperf, slj-ip offive

Ditto. 8d., yellow-brown, perf.

Ditto, 9d., brown, no wmk. ,* with

gum . ...
Ditto, CC, 2d.., emerald-green* n\\n\.

Ditto, ditto, yellow-green

India, 1st issue, \ a., red*
Straits Settlements, 10 c. on 30 c,

Gibbons' No. 37,* with gum
Bangkok, 1st issue, " B" on 32 c.

Johore, 2 c. on 24 c, green, error

"censt"
Cape of Good Hope, Woodblock, id.,

red . ...
Ditto, ditto, 4d., blue

Ditto, ditto, 4d., dark blue, slightly

creased . ...
Ditto, IS., emerald-green,* mint

Egypt. 1st issue, 5 p., rose, with over-

print 10 p.*

Gold Coast, 1889, id. on 6d , orange,

block of six, • mint .

Mauritius, Post Paid, id., vermilion,

early state . ...
Ditto, ditto, 2d., blue, ditto

Ditto, (Jreek border, 2d., blue, hori-

zontal pair

St. Helena, 4(1., carmine, short bar,

with double surcharge, one 18 and

the other 19 mm. in length, torn .

Transvaal, 1869-70, 6d., blue, with

word " ZES " erased, wide roulette

Ditto, 1877, surcharged "V.R.
Transvaal," in red, is., green .

Ditto, "I Pennv" on 6d., black.

Type 14 . . . .

Canada, 6cl., grey-lilac, perf.

Newfoundland. 4d., orange

Ditto, 41I , scarlet-vermilion

Ditto, 1S97, I'rovisionals, I c. on 3 c.,

(lull purple, an entire unused sheet

of fitly, iiuluding forty of Type

33, eiglit of Type 34, and two of

Type 35 . . . .

Nova Scotia, 6(1 , dark green

lialianias, ("C, id., vermilion 14 \ IlJ"

Ditto, CA, 4(1., rose, 14," full gum.
Nevis, 1878, 1(1., red, enlirc sheet of

twelve,* full gum
Trinidad, id., deep blue, lilho, thinned

Ditto, 1S64 76, CC, IS., purple, 12^

Ditto, 1806, lo-s., yrcen uml ultra-

murine,* niint

Ditto, Ijidy McLcod .

o o

o
o
o

3 10

2 12

4 8

4 4

5 5

4 8

5

3 10

10 10 o

J '5

3 5

6 6

3 5

4 4

6

4 "S

3 s

lo 10 U
2 U) (1

.>
()

4 4

i >7

s ID (»

10 I) l>
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£ J. d.

2 4 o

5 5

S lO

7 15

4 '5 o

1
J c o

.S
10

5 15 o

3
2 i8 o

4 4

3

I n

1 I 10 o

British Guiana, 1853, i c, vermilion .

St. Vincent, 46., red-brown,* mint
Buenos Ayres, 5 pesos, orange
Peru, medio peso, rose, thinned .

New South Wales, Syc' ey, 2d., Plate i

Ditto, ditto, 2d., Plate 2, with

butterfly postmark
Ditto, ditto, 2d., Plate 5, pick and

shovel omitted
Ditto, ditto, 3d., emerald-green

New Zealand, is., green, pelure paper,

perf. . ...
Tasmania, id., blue

Ditto, ditto, a pair, one defective

Victoria, ist issue, id., rose*
Some good collections of countries and mixed

lots were included in this catalogue.

Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper

Sale of December 5th and 6th.

* Unused.

Great Britain, 6d., octagonal,* full gum
Gibraltar, Morocco Agencies, set of

eight, mint, pairs,* each showing
the error inverted " V "

Finland, 1875, perf. ir, I mark, lilac,*

with gum . ...
Russia, 1884, 7 roubles, without bolts,*

with gum . ...
Tuscany, 2 soldi

Ditto, £0 crazie

Ditto, 9 crazie, lilac-grey

Collection of European (1,219) .

Labuan, "6" in red, on 16 c, blue

Ditto, 2 cents, in capitals, on 16 c,

blue . ...
British Bechuanaland, 1888-9, 2s.,

green,* with gum
Natal, 3d., Star wmk., pair,* imperf. .

Orange Free State, 6d. , blue, without
surcharge, pair,* with gum

Orange River Colony, "V.R.I." 2\^.,

blue, block of six, * mint, first

printing . ...
Ditto, ditto, 6d., carmine, ditto, used,

first printing . . . .

Ditto, ditto, ditto, second printing.

pane of sixty*

Ditto, ditto, ditto, a pair, on entire .

Sierra Leone, first issue, 6d. , on bluish,

imperf.* . ...
Ditto, 1897, 2-^d. on 2s.,* mint

Transvaal, V.R. I., 5s., slate, block of

four,* mint
Ditto, ditto, single

Zanzibar, 2| on i a., plum, strip of

three, three types* .

Ditto, 2.\ in red, on 2 as., ditto,* mint
British Columbia, 1867-9, perf- 14,

ID c.,* mint
Ditto, ditto, ditto, %l* mint .

Canada, I2d., "Specimen"

I 18

3 5

6 10

2 4

7 10

4 17 6

4 17 6

3
2 14

d.

4 10

I It

3 15

50
I 14

I 18

3 7 6

2 6

19

3 12 6

2 5

I 10

I 18
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Newfoundland, Provisional, i c. on 3 c,
an entire pane of sixty,* including

fifty of Type i, eight of Type 2,

and two of Type 3 . . .

Barbados, 5s., dull rose,* mint .

British Honduras, 1887, is., grey

Ditto, small surcharge, perf. I2|, 3
on 3d., brown

Trinidad, 1896, los., green

Virgin Islands, is., rose-carmine, single-

lined border,* mint .

Argentine, 1864, 15 c, blue, imperf. .

Buenos Ayres, 3 pesos, green, with

certificate . ...
Hawaii, 1853, 13 c, red, medium

paper *
. . . •

Ditto, 1893, 12 c, black surcharge*

New South Wales, i860, perf. 12, 6d.,

violet,* mint
Ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, wmk. 12,*

with gum . ...
New Zealand, half a is., green, on blue

paper, used on front of envelope as

6d., fine . ...
Victoria, 5s., blue on yellow

Western Australia, 1861-2, is., yellow-

green *
. . . .

A collection of 2,570

* * *

Mr. W. Hadlow.

Sale of November 29th.

* Unused.

Luxemburg, I fc. on 37^ c, bistre,

error " Pranc" *
. . .

Nevis, CA, 6d., red-brown, mint,

block of four *
. . .

Ditto, IS., pair*

Ditto, 1st issue, 4d., rose*

New Zealand, 6d., red-brown, rouletted*

South Australia, 6d., slate-blue, rou-

letted,* with gum
Victoria, ist issue, 2d., lilac, fine back-

ground and fine border, thinned .

Virgin Islands, is., single-lined frame*

* * *

Mr. W. Hadlow.

Sale of December 12th and 13th.

* Unused.

Barbados, is., black, large Star, rough

perf.* . . . _ . :

British East Africa, 1st issue, mint

set of three

Ceylon, is 9d., green

Great Britain, 2\&., Plate 2, error

"lhfl"
Hong Kong, 18 c, lilac, CC* .

New Zealand, id., vermilion on blue .

Queensland, perf. 14, 2d., dark blue*

A useful catalogue.
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