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E annotmced in our last number that, after consulting

with some of the more influential of our supporters,

we had decided upon raising the rate of our sub-

scription to 3/6 per annum. Inasmuch as many
of our subscribers approved of the change, none
objected, and sundry new ones sold all that they

had, and came bravely to the front with the pro-

ceeds, we fondly imagined that there was no harm
done. But it appears that we had omitted to secure the approbation

of the Editor of the Foreign Stamp Collector's Magazine for our

extortionate measure ; indeed, on this and other accounts we have
incurred his reprobation.

In the first place, he has no hesitation in asserting that we ought
to have reduced our price to 1/-. We will not stigmatise this

wholly unasked-for counsel as impertinent, because we shall find

even more use for the word further on. A short time ago the

Editor of the F.S.C.M. took an American colleague severely to

task for his vulgarity. The American retorted by accusing his

critic of crass stupidity, an accusation which the latter, we regret

to see, is doing his utmost to justify. If the style of the American
journal in question is at times broadly colloquial, not to say slangy,

it is nevertheless often redeemed by flashes of humour which go far

to reconcile us with its apparently irascible Editor. But in the

following extract from the F.S.C.M. we can find nothing which
exalts the ponderous attempt to be fivnny above a very low level

of vulgarity. Our critic would have us exclude from our pages
" Capt. Evans's Parliamentary Blue Book on the exact number of

stamps used by each man, woman, and child in Mauritius since the

creation of the world ; whether they were originally sent out in a

vessel with two masts or three ; who made the figure-head of said

vessel ; whether on arrival they were taken to the Post Office in a

cart or a wheelbarrow ; what the office-boy's mother thought of

them, and so on. To maintain that such tearing of a subject to

tatters is interesting is mere hypocrisy, and reminds one of those

people who go into ecstasies over the knife-grinding and saw-
sharpening of Wagner, and pretend to believe that it is music."

The italics are ours. Not even the quotation from Horace, filtered
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through the Latin Delectus, a little further on, can redeem the

dreary vulgarity and silly impertinence of these few sentences.

In the last Bulletin of the Socie^te Francaise de Timbrologie

Dr. Legrand, in referring to Capt. Evans's work, says : "Amateurs
caimot hut be under an obligation to the (French) Society for

having rewarded the efforts made by Captain Evans to solve their

difficulties. He has shown philatelists how the materials wherewith

to prosecute their science ought to be collected." We Avill not

tarry to explain how for many reasons Ave attach more importance

to the opinion of the Secretary to the French Society than to that

of Mr. Cheveley. Were it not that our disposition is naturally

angelic, and that the impertinence of this extremely silly person so

trendies upon the burlesque as fairly to disarm wrath, wo should

be tempted to administer the wigging which the writer of the

phrases we have italicized so richly deserves. Really Mr. Cheveley,

so all who take an interest in the statistical details of philately, or

who profess to find music in Wagner's Tannhauser or Lohengrin,

are guilty of mere hypocrisy. Why stop here, and not brand as

hypocrites all and every who take an intelligent interest in any

subject whatsoever which happens to be beyond your comprehension
1

?

Our bumptious friend goes on to say in respect of our paper
" that it is very nice, no doubt, for an Editor to feel that those for

whom he caters, if few in number, are all thoroughly well versed in

philatelic matters ; but the high road to success, from a purely

commercial point of view, is to catch the million." But then, our

idea of success is not the purely commercial one. Wo have not the

faintest hope of ever rivalling the circulation of the F.S.C.M. ; for

we have the authority of Carlyle for believing that its admirers

will be nearly thirty million times more numerous than ours.

—

—

Aalesund.—We chronicle with some repugnance a soi-disant

local stamp for this province. The design comprises an oblong

oval, containing an unflattering portrait of a codfish enclosed in

a second oval, inscribed " bypost - frim.erke " above, and
" aalesund " below. Beneath the latter word is the value in full,

" tre ore," and above the former the numeral of value (3). In

the four angles are the letters " o . y . e . n .
" respectively. Border

of plain lines. Shape, oblong rectangular. Impression litho-

graphed, colour upon colour; per/. 10 J. This rubbishing label

is printed in three colours ; viz., brown on rose, brown on grey,

and brown on blue.

Angola.—The 50 reis is changed to the colour of the 40 reis,

which latter will consequently, we presume, either be suppressed

or have to seek another and distinguishing hue.

50 reis, deep blue.
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Argentine Republic.—The 8 centavos, which has been re-

cently subjected to perforation in lieu of rouletting, has been sent

to us perforated vertically and imperforate horizontally.

Chili.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us the new
5 ceutavos postage stamp. It is almost an exact reproduction of

the one lately current, the only difference being that the numeral
of value is rather more squat in shape, and that the label, inscribed

" centavos," is beneath the numeral, instead of traversing it as

heretofore. 5 centavos, carmine ; rouletted.

Cuba.—We are indebted to Mr. William Clifford for the first

sight of two of the neAv stamps for this island ; viz., the 5 and 10

c. de peso. They are identical in design with last year's issue,

but the date is changed to that of the current year, the money
denomination is altered, and the colours are re-shuffled. Thus the

5 cents is of the colour of the 1880 25 cents, and the 10 cents of

that of the superseded 1 peseta. Since writing the above we have

received the other values from Mr. de Ysasi

:

1 cent, de peso, sea-green \

2 1 ,, ,, pale bistre
j

5 ,, ,, ultramarine > col. imp., on white paper
;
per/. 14-

10 ,, ,, red-brown \

20 ,, ,, chocolate /

We have also received the new Cuban post cards. They bear five

lines of inscription: 1st, "ultramar;" 2nd, "union postal

universal;" 3rd, "union postale universelle;" 4th, "espana;"
5th, "En este lado," &c. There are three ruled lines for address,

the first being headed with the prefix " a " in script type. The
single cards have the stamp, of the same type as the adhesives, on

the right. The double cards have stamp on the left of the first

card, and the additional inscription "La otra tarjeta es para la

respuesta" at the bottom. The reply card has the stamp on the

right, and the additional word " respuesta " at the bottom. No
borders ; reverse sides plain.

P. Cards. 2 c. depeso, lake, on white card \

2x2 ,, ,, ,, f Size, single cards, 133 x 100 mm.
3 c. ,, carmine ,, ( Double cards, 133 x 189g, unfolded.

3x3
,, ,, ,, )

Egypt.—The 10 paras lately current has been replaced by a

stamp of another colour, but which is in every other respect

identical with the defunct
10 paras, brown-violet.

Finland.—A correspondent sends us a 25 penni envelope and
the new Postal Union card. The stamp on the envelope is of the

same type and colour as the adhesive of similar value. It is on

white wove paper, with sharp-pointed flap, without gum or device.

The card, of the value of 10 penni, has four chief lines of inscrip-

tion : 1st, " union postale universelle," breaking the upper

border; 2nd, "finlande" ("carte postale"); 3rd, "postkort

PR
°
N FINLAND. POSTIKORTTI SUOMESTA ; " 4tll, " OTKPblTOE IlNCbMO

n3b $nhahhain." There are five dotted lines for address, the first
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being headed by " Vastaanotajan ninii. Till (a) ; " the third

by " Adressatens bostad : Vastaanotajan asunto : Adresse du
destinataire

;

" the fourth by " Bestaminelse orten : Meno paikka:

Lieu de destination ; " the fifth by " Adresslandet : Meno maa :

Pays de destination." The stamp, in the right upper corner, is of

the same type as the adhesive. Key-patterned border; reverse

side plain. The inscriptions are type-printed in black ; the stamp

and border are in colour.

Postal Union Card. 10 pemii, orange, on buff card ; size of border,

129 x 77 ; size of card, 141 x 88 mm.
Envelope. 25 penni, carmine, on white ; size, 144 x 79^ mm.

France.—M. Gruat writes to us as follows :
" I have received

information from the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs of France

that in 1876 300,000 blue 20 cs. stamps of the current type were

sent out to some colony, but it cannot be ascertained for the

moment to which one they were sent. Timbres-Taxe are about to

be issued with an effigy, and I will send you some as soon as I get

them." Our correspondent does not say what effigy is to adorn the

new Timbre-Taxe stamps.

The current 1 centime stamp has undergone a decided change in

colour, being now printed on blue, instead of violet or lavender paper.

Great Britain.—The watermarks of the 3d. (plate number 20),

and the 4d. and 6d. (plate number 17), have been changed from
the sprig of rose and garter to a crown of the same type as that

of the current Id.

Liberia.—We have hitherto omitted to chronicle the change in

colour of the 24 cents adhesives, which is now
24 cents, pale rose.

LllZOn.—We have to add another to the already long list of sur-

charged and provisional stamps of Luzon. This time it is a fiscal

which has been pressed into temporary postal service.

jjS* ^ The design of the stamp comprises the Spanish arms
•t PAftA O [n a circle, surmounted by a royal crown. Within" the
CORRC0S circle anci following its curves, is " derecho " on the

^r £?* left and "judicial" on the left. There are curved
s ^ labels with rounded ends above and beneath the central

circle, the upper one inscribed " filipinas," and the lower one
"10 cuartos." The stamp is lithographed, and roughly perforated,

and is surcharged in black, in four lines—" habilitado," " para,"

"correos," "2f cms."—the first and last lines of the inscription

being inversely curved. We presume that "cms." stands for

centimos.

2| cms., bistre, surcharged in black on a 10 cuartos fiscal stamp.

New Granada.—We have received the current 10 centavos,

brown, printed upon slightly blued paper.

Norway.—Mr. Ashwell has sent for our inspection a variety of

the 5 and 10 ore post cards, which is worthy of note. The in-

scription—"Paa denne Side," &c, is, with the exception of the
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initial letters of the words " Paa," '
' Side," and "Adressen," printed

in lower-case instead of capitals throughout, and the said initial

letters are in plain Roman capitals instead of the fancy letters

which head the corresponding words on the ordinary card. The
inscription is punctuated. There are observable differences also

in the border, the outer line of which is thinner, the key-pattern

more blurred, and the inner wavy line peculiar, being, in the lower

border, a mere line of dots. The 10 ore card is printed in a very

dull, washed-out shade of carmine.

Porto Rico.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us a set

of stamps from this island, some of the values of which are so

absur<l!y low that we are inclined to question their franking power.

Half a milesima de peso is barely equal to one-fortieth of a penny,

or one-fourth of a centime, and we are curious to know what postal

service is rendered in Porto Rico for so shadowy a remuneration.

The stamps are identical in design with those issued last year, only

the date being changed to 1881.

| milesima de peso, lake ) colrd. imp. ( 4 milesimos de peso, green

1 ,, ,, ,, brown > on white ;< 6 ,, „ ,, yellow-brown
2 milesimos,, ,, rose ) perf. 14 (8 ,, ,, ,, ultramarine

From Mr. de Ysasi we have received the ordinary issue for 1881,

which differ from the 1880 series only in the date, colour, and
money denomination.

1 cent de peso, green ) . (8 cents de peso, reddish-brown

2 ,, ,, ,, carmine (
col

,

r
.;

imP- 1 10 „ ,, ,, grey

3 „ „ „ chocolate > on white paper
; < 20 sepia

5 „ „ „ lavender ) PerJ- W
(

Portuguese Indies.—The 50 reis of this dependency has

undergone the same change as the Angola stamp of like value.

50 reis, deep blue.

Queensland.—We have received the newly-issued post card

for this colony. Upon a fancy label, with moire groundwork, are

two lines of inscription: 1st, "post card," in largish white
Roman capitals ; and 2nd, " Queensland, Australia," in coloured

block letters. Beneath the label are two lines, the upper being

shorter and thicker than the lower one, between which is printed,

in coloured block letters, " the address only," &c. To the left of

the label are the royal arms, crown, supporters, and motto. To
the right is the stamp with the head of Her Majesty (of the same
type as that upon the early adhesives), in an oval of solid colour

which is enframed by another oval with double outer line, in the

upper curve of which is " Queensland," and in the lower one
" one penny " in coloured block letters. The space between the

two inscriptions is filled in with arabesques. There are four dotted
lines for address, the first being headed with the prefix "to" in

script type. Fancy border, reverse side plain. As the cards are

very irregularly cut, we give the outside measurement of the border
only.

Postcards. Id., carmine on white card | ,.,, , , 10A , „.,

Id., „ yellow,, j

lithographed, 130£ mm. x 84J.
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We are indebted to Mr. Philbrick for a sight of the new high

value adhesives. In design they are lithographic transfers of the

original tattle dance, stamp. Value printed in fall

5s., pale rose, on thick wove paper ; no watermark
\ w f

20s. , mauve lake, thin paper ; watermark, Q and crown J
" r*

'

Servia.—Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. have sent us three

of the new Servian adhesives. In a circle, on a ground of hori-

zontal lines, is a bust portrait of the Prince, in uniform, looking

to the left. Above and below the circle are fancy labels, the first

inscribed "cpbnja," and the second "ttomta." On either side of

the circle are wreaths of oak and laurel. At the two lower corners

are double-lined rectangular blocks containing the numerals of

value. The upper angles are filled in with arabesques. M. Moens
gives us the colours of the other three values.

5 paras, green
10 ,-, rose

j

20 , , orange ' upright rectangular ; coloured impression

25 ,, ultramarine I on white wove paper
; per/. 13.

50 ,, brown
)

1 dinar, lilac

St. Domingo.—The post cards which we described in our last

number have very soon been supplemented, if not superseded, by
those which we have now to chronicle. In the present set the

border, composed of circles containing the letters "r.d" alternating

with fleurs-de-lis ornaments, is mostly cut away to admit of labels

with rounded ends inscribed in fancy capitals, " union postal

universal " at top ;
" union postale universelle " at bottom

;

"republica dominicana " on the left; and "republique domini-

caine" on the right. They are printed in colour upon more
highly glazed coloured card. The reply paid cards are not

perforated, as was the case in the first set, and are merely folded

over at the top in the usual way.
Postal Union Cards. 2 centavos ) carmine on I

,, ,, ,, 2x2 ,, J rose card ) size

,, ,, ,, 3 ,, \ dark blue on } unchanged. .

„ ,, ,, 3x3 ,, j blue card (

Straits Settlements.—We have to chronicle another provisional

10 cents, surcharged in exactly the same type as the one which we
described last month on the 12 cents, blue.

10 cents, surcharged in black upon the 12 cents, blue.

In March, 1880, we referred to a stamp of which we had heard,

but never seen at that time ; viz., the 2 cents Straits Settlements,

surcharged with crescent and star, for use in the

states of some of the neighbouring potentates. This

stamp, of the surcharge on which we annex an en-

graving, appears to have been obsolete for some time.

It was sent to us by one of the British officials as a

curiosity ; but our correspondent, with the charming
insouciance so characteristic of the unphilatelic, did

not deign to say whether it was used in Johore, Perak, Elsewhere,

or in all three places. Can the letters "s.u." have anything to do
with Sunda 1 The surcharge is in black.
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Turkey.—Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. send us some

Turkish stamps, surcharged in blue, with a triangle, rounded at

the corners, which contains a Turkish inscription.

Their correspondent explains the raison d'etre of

these stamps as follows :
" These stamps are sur-

charged 'catchak,' which means 'contraband,' and
are applied to letters which ought to have been sent

by post, but which are seized upon travellers. The
surcharge indicates that a double postage is levied,

half of which goes to the post-office authorities, and
the other half to the discoverer of the attempted

fraud." We sent these stamps to our contributor,

"A Post Card Collector," who endeavoured to obtain

for us some information respecting them from the Turkish Embassy
at Paris. From this source we learn that the surcharge stands for

"contraband-Bosnia," and is no doubt applicable to letters seized

in the way described above, but does not indicate that half the

postage levied goes to the party seizing the smuggled letters. We
are promised further information as soon as it can be obtained from

Constantinople. The stamps we have seen thus surcharged are the

10 paras, lilac )

20 ,, green > heavy inscription. Issue, 1876
;
per/. 1S\.

1 piastre, yellow
)

5 ;; 55?
J

Issue of 1871 ;W- 7-

The specimens of the Mount Athos stamps, which we described

in August, were so heavily postmarked that we thought the

characters surcharged upon them were Turkish. They are how-
ever Greek, as will be seen from the smaller of the two engravings

above. Prom the same source, in Paris, we learn that there are

thirty-two convents at Mount Athos, and that they have the

privilege of surcharging their stamps. Their letters are posted

either at the Eussian convent, or at a small village in the vicinity

called Kapiecr. The three characters of the surcharge are " 2. X. II.,"

and Dr. Legrand supposes that they stand for " SeySat/xa-Xpto-rov-

IIoAio-," which, if we had not forgotten our Greek, we should

venture to translate " Holy City of Christ." The stamps we have
seen thus surcharged are the

10

1 pSe, yellow j
heavy Ascription. Issue, 1876

;
per/ «i-

2 „ brick Issue of 1871
;
per/. 7.

5 „ blue ,, 1868
; „ 13\.

Venezuela.—We have to add to the values already chronicled

of the Escuelas type, perforated

—

25 Centimos, yellow.

Victoria.—We have to thank Messrs. Whitfield, King, and
Co. for the new twopenny postage stamp for this colony. Within
a double-lined oval, on ground of horizontal lines, is the diademed
profile portrait of Her Majesty to left. Fancy labels above and
below follow the. contour of the oval, and are inscribed " victoria "
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and "twopence" respectively, the letters being larger at the

beginning and end of the words than in the middle. The re-

mainder of the stamp is filled in with arabesque ornaments,*

difficult to imagine, and still more so to describe. We should

judge the stamp to be of colonial execution, and as such it is fairly

creditable, being far superior to the stamp which it supersedes.

The features of Her Majesty are strongly marked, especially the

nose, which is a noble organ.

2d., brown, upright rectangular; col. imp. on slightly-surfaced white
paper ; watermark, V and crown

;
per/. 12 x 1%\.

CONCERNING SOME DUBIOUS GUADALAJARAS,

The two first philatelists in England have called upon us simultaneously to

speak a word of warning against some of the soi-disant Guadalajara stamps
which have turned up of late in such suspicious quantities ; and although we
wish that one of them had undertaken the task himself, and done the subject

greater justice than we can, we shall not shrink from the duty which we are

thus summoned to perform.
It has often struck us, and no doubt other collectors, as strange, that these

stamps, from their origin so scarce, should during the last eighteen months
have become so readily procurable. For some time it was impossible, in

spite of our suspicions, for us to urge anything more condemnatory than the
vague feeling of distrust with which we were inspired. The measurements
were all strictly accurate ; the papers on which they were printed were the
papers of the tattered old originals we had hoarded for years. The only
notable differences between the old lamps and the new—differences which
instead of filling us with delight called forth the uneasy feeling to which we
have referred—were that the latter were so incomparably fine as compared
with our old undoubtedly genuine specimens. They reached us on large

pieces of the original envelopes ; and the obliteration, consisting of floriate

thingummies and crafty paraphes, struck us as being almost too good to be
true. For that " the beautiful and the true are one " is to the philatelist a
poetic rendering rather than an accepted axiom ; and it came to pass that we
found ourselves wondering whether it were not possible that reprints of these
stamps were being foisted upon collectors.

The dies from which the Guadalajara stamps were printed were the ordinary
obliterating hand stamps used in that province, with some additions made to

them. Obliterating stamps are proverbially long-lived. We find the eagle
series of 1S64 and the head of Juarez series of 1872-74 obliterated with the
same hand stamps which hi the interval served for the confection of the
Guadalajaras of 1867-68

;
just as we meet with Spanish stamps of quite

recent issue obliterated with the well-known postmark so familiar on the
stamps of 1850. We find no difficulty therefore in surmising that the hand
stamps to which the genuine Guadalajaras owe their being are still to be got
at. The paper

—

quadrille, bdtonne, and wove, of wondrous hues—will always
be found so long as Providence for some mysterious purpose suffers foreigners

to infest the earth. The stamp once reprinted upon passable paper, to place

it upon a piece of old envelope and obliterate it, is comparative child's-play
;

for there is no reason why that which has been so ably done in the case of

the United States and Confederate Locals should not be done in Mexico.
Fortunately there generally arrives a time when, owing to carelessness, or

the bumptiousness engendered by a long run of luck, the purveyor of dubious
rarities commits a fatal blunder and comes to grief. Amongst the shoals of

Guadalajaras which have recently been offered for sale there were few, if any,
of the perforated or punched stamps. Collectors who had long despaired of

getting any Guadalajaras at all, after having supplied themselves recently with
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most of the imperforate varieties, began naturally to hunger for the punched
'ones. Was it likely that their yearnings should remain for long ungratified ''-.

Not when the enterprising purveyor goes the length of calling upon collectors

to give a name to their wants. Before us lie two letters, couched in identical

terms, addressed to the two gentlemen who have urged us to take this matter
up. The "party" who writes them, and whose name is neither Brown nor
Robinson, says, " I think I can put my hand on any kind or variety of

Guadalajaras if you will kindly let me know what you require." And so he
did ; but in that hand was the wrong punch ! It is unfortunate for this
" party " that he did not content himself with flying at smaller game than
the veterans upon whom he " tried it on," and who n entendent pas raillerie

in these matters. It is evident that these fancy punches have awakened
in others the same doubts as to the authenticity of the stamps themselves
which we have long nursed and brooded over. We have now unbosomed
ourselves, and have done our duty, however clumsily, in putting our readers
on their guard respecting the recent importations of Guadalajaras. Verbum
mpienti! May the pockets of our readers be spared in time.

PHILATELIC GAINS OF 1880,

The contents of the following list, where not otherwise described, are to be

taken as adhesives. Words in italics point to the particular change in the

object in question which constitutes it a new variety ; and the page referred

to is that of the second volume of the Philatelic -Record on which the novelty
is described.

Angola.—50 Reis, blue.

Antigua.—Post card, 1J red-brown. (Page 14.)

Argentine Republic—8 c, lake, per/. 12. (Page 116.)

ISewsbands. 1 c, vermilion
4 c, blue. (Page 25.)

Envelopes. 8 c, red-brown, dark red
16 c, yellow-green, on straw-coloured wove paper.

Assab.—Various Italian stamps and 10c post card, surcharged. (Page 116.)

Ad stria.—Several stamps of the current issue, per/. 12.

Newspaper Stamp. \ kr., sea-green. (Page 161.)

Newspaper Tax Stamps. Design re-engraved and slightly altered.

1 kr., blue. (Page 61.)

2 kr., brown.
Post Cards, 2x2 kr., brown on buff', in the following varieties ;

viz. :

For * Austria proper,

t Bohemian provinces,
* Illyrian „
* Italian „
t Polish
* Ruthenian „
* Slavonic „

Postal Union Cards. Black inscriptions ; buff card.

5 kr., vermilion. (Page 100.)

5+5 kr. „
5 sld. „

5+5 sld. „
Pneumatic Post Cards. Third line of upper inscription omitted, and

<; Funfhans " added to the list of offices on the left side.

10 kr., blue on blue

10+10 kr. „ „
N.B.— There is only this one variety of the reply-paid card.

* "With "An" on the face. t Without "An."

25*
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A/ores.—25 r., blue-grey. (Page 26.)

25 r., lilac

150 r., yellow

Bavaria.— 1 mark, mauve ; watermark undulations.
Post Card. 5 pf., violet ; arms in oval. (Page 26.)

Belgium.—Post Card. 5-4-5 c., green, without frame.

Bermuda.—^d., dull brown. (Page 48.)

id., orange.
,,

Provisional Post Cards. Carmine on buff; space for two stamps. (Page 1 1 7.)

Carmine on blue ; space for one stamp. ( „ 161.)

Bhopal.—J a.
,
green, per/. 7. (Page 100.)

\ a., chestnut, „ ,, ( „ 145.)

The sheet of the \ a. has been entirely re-drawn, and the errors corrected,

giving thirty-two fresh varieties of type. It appears doubtful whether the
re-drawn sheet exists imperforate as well as perforate. The \ a., brown,
which was for some time chronicled by mistake as 1 a., is of the first rect-

angular variety. The sheet of the J a., green, has also been re-drawn, and
presents some errors not found hi the original drawing.

Bhore.—1 rupee, black on yellow. (Page 133.)

8 annas, „ green. „
4 „ ,, rose. „
2 „ „ lilac. „

The postal authenticity of these stamps still requires confirmation.

Bolivar.—Dated 1880. 5 c, blue. (Page 100.)

10 c, lilac. „
20 c. , rose. „
40 c. , brown. „

The 5 c. of 1879, and all the values of 1880, are said also to exist on blue
laid paper.

Brazil.—Stamps of Brazilian manufacture ; rouletted.

50 r., blue. (Page 161.)

100 r., bottle-green. „
200 r., lilac-rose. „

Post Cards. 20 r., carmine on white. „
20+20 r.

50 r.j blue on buff. „
50+50 r. „ „ „

80 r., orange on buff. „
Bosnia.— 1 kr., lilac.

Post Card. 2X2 kr., brown on buff.

British Honduras. —Id., blue, imperf. vertically. (Page 87.)

Buenos Ayres.— 1 peso, violet. Fiscal used for postage. (Pp. 87, 117.)

Bulgaria.—50 c, blue and black. (Page 26.)

Post Card. 10 c, carmine. „

Canada. —15 c, bright violet.

Cape of Good Hope.
Provisional. 3d. on 4d. , blue. Error, theee. (Page 3.)

„ „ „ „ „ PENCB. ( „ 61.)

„ „ „ violet-rose.
( „ 26.)

3d., dull rose.
( „ 100.)

„ „ surcharged 3 (two types). (Pp. 100, 11 s

Cashmere.—Rectangular. | a., red on laid paper.

| a., blue „
1 a., black „
2 a. „ „
4 a., red „
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Cashmere.—Rectangular. on thin wove paper. (Page 76.

14.)

£ a.

2 a.

a - 5) n >J ( ))

£ a., blue on thick wove paper.

\ a., black on „ „
1 a< )5 )5 5?

i a. „ on (?)

4 a. „ „
8 a. „ „

Ceylon,—4 c, rose. (Page 87.)

2£ rupees, red-brown. ( „ 26.)

Registered Envelope. 12 c, rose and blue.
(

PostCards. 6 c, blue.
(

8 c. , red-brown. (

Chili.—Re-issue of obsolete 5 c. postage stamps.
(

5 c, fiscal used for postage. (Pp. 118, 145.)

Christiansund.—Locals. New issue of stamps and cards. (Page 3.)

61.

„)
118.)

Cuba. —Dated 1880.

Post Cards.

5

10

m
25
50
1

10

15

green
rose

violet-brown

ultramarine.

c,
c,
c,
c, ultramarine. (Page 4.)

c, sepia. „
p., red-brown. „
c, brown-lake. (Page 44.)

c, bright rose. „

Cyprus.—English stamps, &c, surcharged in black.

£d., rose-red. (Page 61.)

Id.,

2£d., violet-brown. (Page 44.)

4d., olive-green. ( „ 61.)

6d., black. „
Is., green. „

Post Cards. Id., brown. „
l*d., „ „

Surcharged in blue. Registered Envelopes, two sizes. (Page 61.)

„ red-brown. Wrapper. Id., red-brown. „
Post Card of special type. Jd., red-brown on buff. „

Danish "West Indies.—50 c, mauve. (Page 14.)

Post Card. 2 c, blue. ( „ 118.)

Deccan.—Envelopes. \ a., red ; type of 4£ a. envelope.

5 a., brown.
All the envelopes exist on papers of various colours and makes, and with

various ornaments on the flaps.

Dominican Republic.— Lithographed ; rouletted on coloured lines.

(Page 147.)

sage-green
I

25 c. . . . pale violet

vermilion 50 c. . . . orange
Prussian blue 75 c. . . . ultramarine

rose 1 p. . . . gold

bistre

Post Cards. 2 c, green on buff. (Page 162.)

2 + 2 a- „ „
3 a, carmine „

3 + 3 c. „ „
Similar to the above, but with inscriptions in the frame.

2 c.
,
green on pale green

2 + 2 c.

3 c, carmine on rose

+ o C ,, ,,

1 c.

2 c.

5 c.

10 c.

20 c.

Postal Union Cards
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Dutch East Indies.—2 c, brown, perf. 12. (Page 15.)

2£ c, yellow „ „
5 c., green „ „

Post Cards. Yl\ c, surcharged " Vijf cents" in red

YL\ c „ „ in blue

12| c. „ figure 5 reversed

Postal Union Card. 5 + 5 c, surcharged with additional inscriptions

Fernando Poo.—5 c, sea-green. (Page 44.)

10 c, carmine „
50 c, bright blue „

Fiji.—Engraved " V.R." 3d., green on wove. (Page 1 18.)

6d., carmine on wove.
( „ 162.)

Finland.—Envelope. 25 penni, carmine
Postal Union Card. 10 „ orange on buff.

France.—3 c, pearl-grey. (Page 76.)

Pneumatic Post Cards, with stamp of new design.

50 c. , carmine
50 + 50 c. „ (Page 27.)

Provisionals. 30 c. on 50 c. (Page 76.)

30 + 30 c. on 50 + 50 c. (Page 76.

)

30 c, carmine.

French Colonies.—3 c, yellow, imperf. (Page 87.)

20 c, red-brown on green, imperf. (Page 101.)

25 c, black on red, imperf.
25 c, yellow, imperf. (Page 14.)

30 c, brown „ „
Guadaloupe. Unpaid letter stamps.

15 c, black on blue. (Page 87.)

30 c, black on white „
Gambia.—Wmk. cc. and crown

;
perf. 14.

^d., chrome-yellow. (Page 87.)

Id., maroon ( „ 101.)

2d., carmine „
3d., ultramine „
4d., chocolate „
6d., deep blue

Is., deep green ( „ 118.)

Post Card. Hd., blue-green ( „ 101.)

Germany.—Types as before ;
" pfennig " without final " e.*

3 pf., green, perf. 15.

5 pf., violet „ (Page 44.)

10 pf., rose „ ( „ 28.)

20 pf., blue „ ( „ 44.)

25 pf. , brown „

50 pi, dull green „ ( „ 44.)

Newsband. 3 pf., green „ ( „ 28.)

Post Card. 5 pf., lilac

Enveloppe-annonce 10 pf.

Borne, if not all, of the above are printed in soluble colours. (See page (>3.)

Error. 2 marks, rose. (Page 145.)

Gold Coast.—-|d., olive-brown. (Page 4.)

2d., green ( „ 15.)

Post Card.—Hd., red-brown ( „ 4.)

Great Britain.— hd , sea-green. (Page US.)
Id., brown-red. (Vol. i.)

1 5 d., maroon. (Page 118.)

2d., rose-lake
( „ 145.)

2 hd., blue ( „ 4.)

4d., brown ( „ 101.)

Is., light red ( „ 118.)

2s., red-brown „ 15.)
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Greece.—Errors. 10 lep. with "0" on hack
10 „ "00" „
20 „ 2 „ reversed.

Unpaid Letter Stamp. New type ; 5 lep., green.

Grenada.—Id. cut in half used as £d. (Page 87.)

Guinea.—All the Cape Verde values surcharged "guine" in black.

(Page 101.)

Heligoland.—Post Cards. Probably fancy varieties.

10 pf. formed by printing two impressions of the 5 pf. on the same card
;

second stamp in various positions.

Postal Union Card. 10+10 pf., black.

Holland.—Post Cards. Varieties of type of 2| c. (Page 44.)

Hong Kong.—Provisionals. 5 c. surcharged on 18 c, lilac. (Page 27.)

5 c. „ 8 c, orange
( „ 119.)

10 c. „ 12 c, blue ( „ 27.)

10 c „ 16 c, yellow
( „ 63.)

10 c. „ 24 c, green ( „ 76.)

2 c, rose '

( „ 63.)

5 c, ultramarine ( „ 162.)

10 c, lilac ( „ 146.)

48 c, broim
( „ 88.)

Post Cards. Provisional, with adhesive stamp, three surcharged on 5 on
18 c, lilac. (Page 44.)

With impressed stamp, 1 c, blue-green. (Page 27.)

3 c, brown „
4 c, slate „

Provisional. 1 c surcharged on 4 c, slate. (Page 119.)

Hungary.—Newsband. 2 kr., lilac (Page 63.)

Envelopes with new wmk. 3 kr.
,
green

5 kr. , rose.

Post Cards. Arms on left; wmk. vertical.

2 kr., yellow-brown on pale buff

2+2 kr.

Postal Union Cards. 5 kr., red

5+5 kr. „

Iceland.—Post Cards. 8 aur. , carmine. (Page 119.)

10 „ mauve „
5+5 „ blue and grey.

India.—Envelope. 9 pies, orange. (Page 4.)

Official Post Card, i a., blue. (Page 45.)

\ a., ultramarine. (Page 101.)
Official stamps with blue surcharge. (Page 88.

)

Labuan.—Provisionals. 6 surcharged in red on 16 c, blue. (Page 119.)

8 „ in black on 12 c, carmine „
2 c, grass-green. (Page 133.)

10 c, brown
( „ 162.)

The stamps of Labuan, which were originally watermarked c.a and crown,

are now watermarked, like the majority of our colonial stamps, o.c and
crown. It is supposed that the letters c.a in the original watermark stood

for CROWN AGENTS.

Liberia.— 1 c, ultramarine, perf. 10. (Page 162.)

2 c , bright rose „ ( „ 133.)

6 c, bright violet „ ( „ 133.)

12 c, yellov) „ ( „ 146.)

24 c.
,
pale rose.

Livonia.—2 kop., brown, red, and green. (Page 133.)
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134.)

ny.)

Luxemburg.—Error. " Un Pranc" surcharged on 37|c, brown, perf. 12.)

40 c, bright yellow, per/. 12.

Stamps printed in Holland :

2 c, black, perf. 13.

10 c, lilac
J

„
20 c, brown ,,

25 c, blue „
Post Cards. 5 c, pale lilac, on buff. (Page 7G.)

10 c, orange-yellow „ „
Luzon.—(See Philippines).

Madeira.—5 r., black. (Page 77.)

25 r., blue-grey. ( „ 4.)

25 r., lilac. ( „ 45.)

150 r., yellow. ( „ 81.)

Post Card. 10 r., light brown. (Page 134.)

Varieties with reversed surcharge :

25 r., rose

25 r., blue-grey

50 r., green.

Mauritius.—2 c, red-brown 17 c, rose. (Page 28.)

8 c, blue 3S c, lilac „
13 c, grey-black 50 c, green „

2 rupees 50 c, violet-brown „
PostCards. 6 c, green. (Page 45.)

8 a, blue.
(

Provisional. 4 c. surcharged on 8 c, blue.
(

Mexico. —4 c. , brown-yellow on wove and on laid.

Envelope. 4 c, pale rose ; wmk. arms, Jjc.

Porte de Mar Stamps. 2 c, brown. (Page 63.)

10 c, carmine „
25 c, blue „
50 c, green „
100 c, violet. (Page 88.)

Montserrat.—2|d., red-brown. (Page 15.)

Natal.—|d., blue-green. ( „ 134.)

Nevis.— Id., violet. ( „ 77.)

Newfoundland.—Type of 1876. 2 c, green, rouletted.

New Types. 1 c, violet-brown, perf. 12.

2 c, green,

3 c, deep blue, „
5 c. , blue, „

Post Cards, new types. 1 c, green.

2 c, vermilion.

New Granada.—10 c, brown on slightly blued paper.

20 c, violet. "(Page 134.)

25 c, green on white. ( „ 162.)

New South Wales.—Registered Envelope. 4d., carmine. (Page 29.)

Oiiicial Stamps. Id., red, black surcharge.
(

2d., blue, „ „ (

3d., green, red „ (

6d., lilac, black „ (

Sd., yellow, red and black surcharge.

Is., black, „ „ (

Nicaragua.— 10 c, vermilion, rouletted. (Page 102.)

Nowanuggur.— 1 dogra, black on bright rose. ( „ 134.)

2 „ „ yellow-green. „
3 „ „ yellow. „

Paraguay.—3 reales. black, surcharged 5 in blue. (Page 119.)

(Page 46.)

\ >> 5.)

I )5 46.)

V !J 5.)

\ ?) 28.)

\ )) 77.)

\ ?5 28.)
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Persia.—Issue with coloured border. (Page 5.)

10 sh., black and purple
1 kr. „ „ brown
5 kr. „ „ blue.

1 sh., black and vermilion

2 sh. „ „ yellow

5 sh. „ „ green
PostCard. 2£ sh., red and black. (Page 15.)

Peru.—Stamps surcharged " Union Postal Universal" and "Plata."
1 c, green, red surcharge. (Page 16.)

2c, carmine, blue „ „
5 c, ultramarine, red „ „

50 c, green, red „ „
1 sol, red, blue „ „
2 c, carmine, black „

Errors. 1 c, green, red „ reversed.

5 c, ultramarine, red „ „
Stamp for unpaid letters. 1 c, yellow-brown.

Philippines.—200 mils., rose, per/. (Page 28.)

Type of 1880. 2 c. , carmine. „
2^ c, dark brown. (Vol. i.)

8^ c, red-brown. (Page 77.)

Provisional. 2| cms. surcharged in black on the 10 cuartos " Derecho
Judicial " fiscal.

Error. Provisional. 8 c. on 100 mils. , rose, lettered coreros. (Page 77.

)

Post Card. 3 c. , carmine and orange. (Page 45.

)

Porto Rico.—5 c. de peseta, sea-green 25 c. , ultramarine. (Page 5.)

10 „ carmine 40 c. , lavender „
15 „ red-brown 50 c, sepia „

1 peseta, stone. (Page 5.

)

^ d. de peseta, sea-green 2 c, lavender. (Page 134.)

^ „ carmine 3 c.
,
pale orange „

1 „ pale lake 4 c, black „
Portugal.—5 i\, black. (Page 88.)

10 r., yellow-green

25 r., blue-grey. ( „ 5.)

25 r., lilac.
( „ 46.)

150 t., yellow. ( „ 88.)

Post Card. 10 r., light brown. (Page 135.)

Portuguese Indies.—10 r., green.
( „ 120.)

25 r.
,
pale lavetider. „

50 r. , blue.

Queensland.—Old Type. 2s., blue. (Page 46.)

2s. 6d., vermilion. ( „ 102.)

5s., orange.
( ,, SS.)

New Type. 4d., yellow.

6d., green. ( ,, 46.)

Is., mauve. ( ,, SS.)

Provisional. |d. surcharged on Id., orange. (Page 46.)

Error. Id., orange, lettered " §oeensland." ( ,, 120.)

Provisional, £d. , with same error. ,,

Registered Envelope. Red (no stamp). ,,

Fiscals used for postage. Id., mauve ,,

6d., brown ,,

Is., bright green ,,

2s. 6d., red ,,

5s., orange ,,

10s., bistre (Page 162.)

Different type. Id., violet. (Page 120.)

Post Cards. Id., rose on buff.

Id., rose on white.

Rajpeepla.— 1 paisa, chalkv-blue. (Page 135.)

2 „ (?)
"

( „ 135.)

2 annas, green ( ,, 146.)

4 „ red ( „ 146/
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Roumania.—5 bani, bistre ; imperf. (Page 29.)

New type. 10 b., rose

15 b., red-brown. (Page 102.)

Post Card. 5-f5 b., without date after " Tiraju." (Page 47.)

Roumelia.—Current Turkish stamps, surcharged "r.o." in blue.

Jan. 1876 type, i pias. . pale green. (Page 162.)

2 „ . yellow-brown „
10 par. . black and lilac „
20 paras . black and rose colour „
1 piastre black and blue „
2 piastres black and orange „
5 „ . red and blue „

Same surcharge on issue of 1876 :

| piastre, green „
2 „ yellow-brown „

New type. 5 paras, black and greenish yellow „
10 „ black and green „

PostCard. 10 „ blue and black (Page 16.)

Russia.—Provisional envelopes :

7 kop. , surcharged in red on 8 kop.
,
grey

7 „ „ „ 10 „ brown.
Post Card, without value expressed, grey-black on buff. (Page 135.)

Post Cards for correspondence with the " Register Office :

"

9 kop., black on buff. (Pp. 88, 103.)

Without value „ (Page 147.)

St. Vincent.— Id., dull green. (Page 77.)

6d., deep green
( „ 135.)

Provisional. Id., surcharged on half 6d., green. (Page 77.)

Fiscal (?) used for postage. 5s., lake-red. (Page 89.)

Servia.—10 par., orange, perf. 12\.

50 „ bright green.

War Post Cards. Black on buff, circular violet surcharge. (Page 47.)

„ on rose „ „ „
,, on buft, oval violet surcharge „
„ on blue „ blue surcharge „

10+10 p., ordinary card, blue on rose, oblong black surcharge „

Shanghai. —Various values with surcharges. (Page 103.)

Sirmoor.—1 pice, blue, on laid paper. (Page 77.)

South Australia.—4d., bright violet. (Page 63.)

Official. Sd., surcharged o.s. in black. (Page 16.)

Spain.—Type with royal crown. £ c. de p., green. (Page 47.)

Straits Settlements.—Provisionals. Black surcharges.

5 cents (figure 5), surcharged on 8 c, orange. (Page 104.)

10 cents, surcharged on 30 c, maroon (various types)
( „ 29.)

10 (only) „ „ „ „ "
( „ 48.)

10 cents (italic numerals), surcharged on 30 c. maroon
(various types)

( „ 164.)

10 „ (italic numerals) „ 12 c. blue.

Post Card. 4 c. , red-brown.

Surinam.—Provisional Post Cards :

71 c, surcharged in black on 15 c, stone. (Page 48 )

7i& „ green „

Sweden.—Error. 20 ore, red, lettered Tretio.

Post Card. New type, 6 ore, lilac.

Tasmania.—On glazed paper, and perf. 14.

Id., carmine
2d. , bright green
8d., pale chocolate.
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Tolima.—New types. 50 c., green. (Page 135.)

1 p. j vermilion „

Cubiertas. 10 c, yellow, blue, and red. (Page 148.)

50 c. „ „
Transvaal.— Id., surcharged with "v.r." close together, pin per/.

(Page 48.) Head of Queen, id., rosy vermilion. (Page 148.)

Trinidad.—Registered Envelope. Unstamped, blue and green. (Page 64.)

Turkey.—20 par., black and rose. (Page 6.)

1 pias, black and blue „
Various types, surcharged with a triangle, said to be for use at Mount

Athos. (Page 89.)

Postal Union Cards. 20 par., black and rose on white.

20+20 „
Turks Islands.— Is., reddish violet. (Page 64.)

Id., vermilion, wwk. star

Is., dark violet „
Uruguay.—Lithographed. 1 c, chocolate, rouletted. (Page 164.)

Official. 1 c, chestnut, red surcharge. (Page 164.)

5 c., green, black „ „
10 c, vermilion, black „ „
20 c, bistre „ „ „
50 c, black, red „ „
1 p. , blue, black „ „

Type of 1866. 15 c, yellow, black surcharge „
The current envelopes exist both on wove and on laid paper.

Postal Union Cards. 2 c, carmine. (Page 121.)

3 c, green ( „ 104.)

Venezuela.—5 c, blue (shades). (Page 29.)

10 c, carmine „ ( „ 29.)

25 c, orange „ ( „ 6.)

50 c. , chocolate „ ( „ 16.

)

IB., green „ ( „ 29.)

Esouelas. 5 centimos, orange, perf. 11. (Page 136.)

10 „ „ „ ( „ 164.)

25 „ „ „ ( „ 164.)

50 „ „ „ ( „ 105.)

1 Bolivar, green „ ( „ 136.)

2 „ blue „ ( „ 164.)

PostCards. Unstamped; white card. (Pp. 121,136.)
carmine black

blue maroon.
Victoria.—Post Card. Id., lilac ; slight alterations in the frame.
Virgin Islands.—New type. Id., green. (Page 121.)

2id., red-brown ( „ 30.)

Post Card. lid. „ ( „ 30.)

Wurtemburg.—2 marks, vermilion. (Page 17.)

gEomspoitfeuti,

"BLEUTE PAR LA GOMME."
To the Editor of "The Philatelic Record."

Dear Sir,—I had hoped to have spared your readers the infliction of another
letter on this subject ; for I am sure chemical details must be extremely
uninteresting to the body of them, a fact I infer from the discussion being
left entirely to " Chemicus" and myself ; but my offer to write direct having
been met by the letter in your last issue, I have no alternative but to beg
permission to again make use of your columns to prove my " case " chemi-
cally, to the best of my ability, and I hope your other correspondent will

condone any shortcomings in my endeavour to do so. The rest of your
readers are differently situated ; they need not peruse the letter, though I
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hope by the summer, when I am glad to observe " Chemicus " intends availing

himself of my proffered information (which is still very much at his service),

more of them will be found to take sufficient interest in the subject to assist

in settling the question.

. It seems to me that "Chemicus" admits (provided my statement as to

dextrine being used by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co. is correct) the
" iodine theory," so far as the gum supplying the starch is concerned, falls to

the ground by reason of the difference in colour between iodo-dextrine and
iodide of starch ; but though I have no doubt I can, if necessary, sub-

stantiate my assertion, as well as prove that the adhesive properties of

gelatine are at least well known to photographers, I need not discuss the

points raised now, as " Chemicus " appears to have taken up slightly new
ground, and to imply that the only part the gum plays is to supply the

acid which brings about a change in some of the constituents of the paper
used.

So far, as my former letter will show, I agree Avith " Chemicus " (although

we have the fact that the gum itself is generally coloured, and partakes of a
greenish, not bluish, hue), but I still contend that the change is not produced

by the formation of iodide of starch, both for the reasons before given

(applying more particularly to the gum), which still remain uncontroverted,

and for others, affecting the paper, of which I shall presently speak.

When I was investigating the matter I used several different papers in ] ny
experiments, as well as specimens of the stamps themselves, so I shall

perhaps be held excused if I rely more on the latter, and confine my remarks
principally to them ; for each kind of paper may contain several different

constituents, and it is next to impossible therefore to deduce reliable data

from one sample, which will apply altogether to another, though the results

are doubtless very interesting and useful in an experimental sense.

In the course of my experiments, to return to the stamps however, after

discharging the colour from one of them, I washed it til! the gum was
entirely removed, and placed it in a solution of pure iodine without ap-

parently altering its condition in any way, though the same stamp was, after

another washing, immediately restored to its blue shade by the application of

dilute acid.

A " blued " specimen was then soaked for fifteen minutes in a saturated

solution of hyposulphite of soda, but this produced scarcely more impression

than a similar immersion in plain water would have done.

These experiments speak for themselves. The first seems to show that the

colour is not due to iodine, and that acid does cause the change ; the second
also shows that the blue is not iodide of starch, that substance being used as

a test for hyposulphite of soda, the presence of which is shown by the
bleaching of the starch compound ; in fact, I am somewhat inclined to think
that the rapid fading of the iodo-dextrine and iodide of starch I spoke of in

connection with my experiments, hi my last letter, may in a great measure
be due to that chemical in the body of the white paper I used, as it is very
largely employed by paper manufacturers, to get rid of the traces of chlorine

left behind in the process of bleaching the pulp.

This or atmospheric influences must have affected in a similar manner the

pieces of paper sent to you by " Chemicus " and examined by me. One of

them (the white) is perfectly colourless, the other (the grey) simply showing
faint patches of what is perhaps described best as " violet bloom," only visible

in a strong side-light, and not at all by gaslight, on a stain of some inde-

scribable tint in the middle of the paper ; there is certainly no trace of blue,

such as we meet with on the stamps now, and what colour there is will

doubtless soon fade away also.

I may add that this fact is in direct contradiction to to the behaviour of the
stamps themselves, some specimens of which, decolourized by me two years
ago, are slowly but surely regaining their "bluish" appearance.

With many apologies for the extreme length of tliis letter,

I remain, dear Sir, yours, &c
,

"Bleute par la Gomme."
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The seventh meeting of the season was held on the 29th January, 1881, at

14, South Square, Gray's Inn ; the President in the chair. The Secretary

read the minutes of the previous meeting, which were approved, and the

following letter addressed to him in his official capacity by Mr. Westoby :

"THE NEWSPAPER STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

"Dear Sir,—I thank you for communicating to me the report of the

meeting of the 15th hist., at which I regret that 1 was not able to be present

;

for, having given a good deal of thought to this matter of the newspaper
stamps, I should have been glad of the opportunity of discussing the

subject, besides which I may have become prejudiced in favour of their

postal rank.
" The chief objection urged at the meeting seemed to turn on their not

being what the French term timbres-mobiles. Now, what I understand to

be the difference between a timbre-mobile and a timbre-immobile or fixe is,

that the former is nothing more or less than an applied stamp, which may be
attached or detached at will, and that the latter is one which is affixed to the

paper or document, the stamp being of no use without the document, nor the

document without the stamp.
" We do admit these fixed stamps into collections of postage stamps ; for

what is an envelope stamp but a timbrefixe? It is true that for some years

it was not treated as such ; but by the Act 33 and 34 Vict. c. 79 s. 19 it was
provided that ' it shall not be lawful for any person to affix to a letter, news-
paper, supplement, publication, packet, or card sent by post, or to the cover
thereof (if any), by way of prepayment of postage thereon, an embossed or

impressed stamp cut out or otherwise separated from the cover or other
paper, card, or thing on which such stamp was embossed or impressed
although such stamp had not been before sent by post or used.'

" This provision, contained in the Act repealing the duties on newspapers
shows clearly, I think, that in the minds of the framers of the Act news-
paper stamps fell under the same category as envelope and wrapper stamps.
What really is the gist of what the Government says to the public 1

"
' If you bring your paper to Somerset House we will, on payment of the

duty, stamp it with a certain stamp, according to its size, and on this paper
you may print what you like, provided it is a newspaper in conformity with
the Act, and we will then carry it free for you for fifteen days.

" ' If you bring your paper to Somerset House we will, on payment of the
duty, stamp it with a certain stamp, and you may enclose what you like in it,

and we will carry it free for you to the address, if hi other respects it is in

conformity with the postal regulations.'
" It must also be borne in mind that the Government at one period, or

rather on two occasions, issued half-sheets stamped with Id. embossed stamps,
on which the public might write or print what they chose, and this was also

the case with the original Mulready covers.
" All these latter happen to be small, and are easily stowed away in an

album, even when envelopes are collected in entirety, as they ought to be.

Unfortunately the newspaper is very unwieldy in comparison with its stamp.
It is no wonder that philatelists do not know exactly what to do with them,
but I think that they cannot ignore them on the ground that they are not
timbres-mobiles.

" I believe that the real cause of their having been passed over by
philatelists is this ; when the Act 33 and 34 Vict. c. 79 came into operation,

although its effect was really to change the fiscal into a postage duty, yet the
Government continued to use the old stamp with but a trifling alteration, not
noticed by the public, and with no alteration as regards the Id. stamp on
the Times. If the word ' postage ' had been introduced into the stamp, so
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as to show all the world that the duties had been made postal duties, I ask
with confidence whether any philatelist would have ignored them. My
attempt has been to show that, although not so expressed upon „the stamps
themselves, these stamps have, since July, 1855, been essentially postage
stamps. " Yours truly,

"W. A. S. Westoby."

The Secretary was requested to embody this letter in the minutes, and to

publish it in the report of the day's proceedings, with the view of inviting

further discussion on the subject.

The business of the day was the compilation of a list of the stamps, &c,
of New Zealand, which was greatly facilitated by the opportunity afforded to

the members of examining the President's collection. The list, which had
previously been prepared by the Secretary and revised by the President,

called for few additions or amendments. The Secretary showed on behalf of

a correspondent the 3d. South Australia, of Issue VIII., 1870, with the
departmental surcharge "p.s." in black, which was thereupon added to the
Society's list. Mr. Kern showed the same value, surcharged "3d." in black,

Issue IX., 1871, of a distinctly Prussian-blue shade. The following novelties

and curiosities were also exhibited and noted : Queensland, new adhesives,

being as regards design lithographic transfers of the original type, 5/-, pale rose,

on thick wove paper, without watermark ; 20/-, mauve-lake, on thin paper,

watermarked "q" and crown. The 1/-, mauve, of the new type, with the
second " i " in shilling considerably elongated, owing presumably to faulty

printing. Post cards, Id., carmine on white and on yellow card. Luzon, the
10 cuartos Dereeho Judicial fiscal converted into a postage stamp by the
surcharge, in black, " habilitado para cobreos, 2-* cms." Cuba, 5 and 10
cents de peso, 1881. Chili, new 5 centavos, adhesive. St. Domingo, Postal
Union post cards. Nicargua, the 10 cs. , rouletted, with a curious surcharge
or obliterating mark, consisting of a black oval containing the letters " par "

in white. The Secretary showed, on behalf of M. Roussin, of Paris, a
supposed official envelope and stamp of Alwar, struck with a small oval

hand stamp, enclosing Oriental inscription. The inscription was recognized

as the seal or obliteration which is found on some of the used adhesives of

Alwar. He also showed, on behalf of Mr. William Lincoln, a stamp forged

hi imitation of the 4 cuartos, Spain, of 1855, which had evidently passed
unchallenged through the post. It is a rather poor imitation as compared
with the well-known forgeries of the same issue, in which even the water-
mark is imitated.

Owing to the press of other matter the Secretary has been unable to

obtain the publication in this month's Philatelic Record of the Western
Australia list.

Notes aiitr €tueries.

The continuation of Capt. Evans's paper on the Stamps of Mauritius
is unavoidably postponed until next month.
H. B.—Fie ! and that plate not finished !

H. S.—We cannot say without seeing them.
Z.—It is worth about 30s. You forgot to send a stamp for return

postage. E. D.—They are the usual reprints.

Notice.

The Publishers much regret the continued delay with regard to the photo-
graphic frontispiece and the Index to Vol. II. The first photo, was not a

success, and it was some time, owing to Mr. Philbrick's engagements and
tlie state of the weather, before another could be taken. If the portrait

does not accompany this number, it will follow it very shortly.

Published by Pemberton, Wilson, & Co., 13, Gray's Inn Square, London, W.C.
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•OTWITHSTANDING the cheers which on the 14th
instant greeted Mr. Gladstone's announcement, that the

one penny postage and receipt stamps are to he amalga-

mated, we venture to say that it took most people by
surprise. If the use of the same stamps for the pre-

payment of letters and telegrams caused such confusion

in the hook-keeping of two branches of the same estab-

lishment that it had to be abandoned, will not the

confusion between two quite distinct branches of the Revenue be

worse confounded 1 We had no idea until we read Mr. Gladstone's

statement, of the applause with which it was received, that receipt

stamps were so difficult to get, or that those lucky people who are

in the habit of signing receipts murmured at their hard lot, in

having occasionally to invest in a shilling's worth. We presume
that the combined stamp will be neither the current postage nor
Inland Eevenue adhesive. The change will afford the Messrs. De
La Rue and Co. an opportunity, of which we dare not hope they

will avail, of improving upon the justly contemned label issued in

January, 1880.

Sir Henry Bessemer was one of the band of Postal Reformers.

He made many experiments on behalf of the Stamp Commissioners,

for which, judging from his plaint in The Times on the subject,

some time ago, he was very inadequately recompensed. In a letter

published in the same journal of the 15th instant he comes once

more to the front, with a suggestion as to how the delay caused by
a certain class of letters passing through the Dead Letter Office

may be avoided. It often happens that one is not sure of an
address. Supposing it is incorrect, and the addressee cannot be
found, the letter goes to the Dead Letter Office, is opened, and
returned to the sender perhaps ten days or a fortnight after it was
first posted, during which time he does not know whether it has

reached its destination or not. Sir Henry Bessemer suggests that,

in cases where the sender is in doubt as to the address, the envelope

shoidd be ruled off into two divisions, the upper one containing

the tentative, and the lower one either an alternative direction, or

else that of the sender of the letter. The upper part of the
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envelope is to be stamped in the upper right corner, and the lower

is to be stamped in the left lower corner. The first stamp would

be obliterated in the usual manner when the letter was first posted,

and the second one would remain to prepay a second postage, in

case the first address proved to be insufficient. In that case the

letter-carrier would be instructed to re-post the letter in the nearest

pillar-box or office, and it would then go on without delay to the

alternative address, or to that of the sender, whichever might be

written in the lower division of the envelope. We very much
doubt the practicability of this scheme. We are informed that a

first-rate sorter at the Post Office can cancel as many as two hundred

stamps per minute. Working at this rate, he must, like the Irish-

man at Donnybrook fair, when he sees a head, hit it, and it is not

likely he will pause to consider whether he is obliterating the stamp

belonging to the tentative or alternative address. Yet the delay

caused by returning the letter to the Dead Letter Office might be

avoided if the same plan were adopted here as is frequently done

in the United States, of printing the name and address of the

sender upon the envelope, together with a request that should the

authorities not succeed in delivering it within a certain number of

days, it may be returned to whence it came.

1tm^Hq$
;
jfeijtuqri^ mtit !I^$tt$t[iferfwn$*

Aalesund.—Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. have forwarded

us the price list of the purveyor of these trashy labels, and we are

more than ever convinced that they are merely printed for the de-

lectation of collectors. They are priced at so much per 100, per-

forate and imperforate, used or unused. A cancelled stamp is sent

to show the obliteration, which is neat, but fails to carry any con-

viction as to the stamp having prepaid a letter. The colours, as

given in the price list, are five—brown on yellow, red, blue, red-

brown, and grey. And all these are varieties of the one poor value

of 3 ore.

Barranquilla.—Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. send us two
stamps (one value in two colours), with the following information

afforded them by a correspondent. " Barranquilla is a port in

Colombia, on the Atlantic Ocean. These local stamps will very

shortly be put in circulation, by a private office, for conveying
correspondence to its destination." In the centre of the stamp are

the letters " a.m.s.o.," in a monogram, on ground of horizontal lines,

within a coloured oval, inscribed in white capitals—" franqueo
particular " above, and " barranquilla " below. Two coloured

labels, of irregular shape, on either side of the stamp, are inscribed

in white block letters, " cinco centavos," the inscription on the
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left-hand side reading upwards, and that on the right downwards.
The remainder of the stamp is filled in with arabesques. If this

stamp be genuine, it will probably be used as the By-post stamps

are used in Norway. It already resembles its Norwegian con-

geners in appearing in various colours.

5 centavos, chocolate ) colrd. imp. on white paper

;

5 „ green ) shape, oblong rectangular.
per/. 11|

Bhore.—Two stamps of the most un-

couth design and execution have been sent

to us by an Indian correspondent, with
the assurance that they are postage stamps

used in Bhore. Most of the specimens

are mere smudges of colour on rough laid

native paper, of a yellowish hue. We
annex a cut of one of the values. It is

only fair to say that the postal character

of these labels is not yet proved. Mr. Philbrick does not believe

them to be postage stamps.

\ anna, transverse oval

1 „ oblong rectangular
red ; imperf.

Bulgaria.—From the Timbre Poste we learn that a new issue

of stamps for this state is about to take place. We gather that

neither the design nor the colours of the existing values are to be

altered, but that the value is to be expressed in statinki, the Bul-

garian equivalent for the word centimes. Two new values are to

be added to the series ; viz., 3 and 15 statinki, the first of which
will be vermilion, and the second blue. The post card, of the value of

5 statinki, will be printed hi green on white.

Chili.—The 2 centavos impuesto fiscal (of the same type as the

5 centavos, blue, which was lately employed as a postage stamp) is

now doing postal duty.

Provisional. 2 centavos, brown. Fiscal stamp used for postage.

Costa Rica.—The £ real reaches us surcharged cfa . The other

values will doubtless be subjected to a similar alteration in the

money denomination. Our specimen bears the January postmark.

2 cents, blue, surcharged in red on the medio real.

Cyprus.—The supply of the old halfpenny stamps having run

out, the post office officials have been driven to extemporise a stamp
of the exhausted value. This they have accomplished by adding

the additional surcharge " half-penny " to the penny stamp, the

original value of which it obliterates. The surcharge is in black,

block letters, and as it is somewhat irregular, it has probably been

done in the island.

$d. surcharged in black on the obsolete Id. of Great Britain.
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Deccan.—We have received the £ anna envelope with an official

embossed seal on the flap. It consists of a double oval, enclosing

an Oriental inscription, and with " h.h. The Nizam's Government"
within the frame.

Great Britain.—Mr. A. Howell informs us that he has received

a letter from the Postmaster-General, informing him that a new
postage stamp, of the value of 5d., will shortly be issued, but giving

no further particulars. This stamp has since been issued, but we
have not been able to get one.

Holland.—Mr. Ashwell writes to us : "I am told that new
post cards are to be issued in April, and will comprise 2^, 2£ x 2J,

5, and 5 x 5c. cents. They will measure 140 x 90mm., and be

tinted like the French cards. The 2J cents will be printed on rose,

and the 5 cents on green, card.

Hong Kong.—Some ingenious, rather than ingenuous, lads

have been trying to make a market for some of the Hong Kong
values surcharged Service. The stamp was evidently made for the

purpose of imitating the small Service surcharge of India, and has

been promoted from the office of forging to that of making bogus

surcharges.

India.—The Timbre Poste announces that the provisional type-set

official post cards have been superseded by others of more careful

execution. There are three lines of inscription : 1st, "east india

service post card ; " and 2nd and 3rd, " the official signa-

ture AND DESIGNATION OF THE SENDER MUST BE WRITTEN ON THE
reverse." This inscription is divided into two at the word sender.

The stamp is in the right upper corner, and comprises the profile,

to left, of Her Majesty, on ground of solid colour, within a

white circle bearing the words, in coloured block letters, " on her
majesty's service." A label below is inscribed "quarter anna,"

and above are two blocks, with the letters "i.e." The lower

label and the upper blocks form excrescences upon an irregular

octagon.

Service post card. £ anna, ultramarine on thick white paper ; 120 x 74mm.

njyp Liberia.—M. Moens figures a new adhesive

for inland postage, which differs in design from
the other stamps in use. The new label, which
is about the size of our own one penny, bears

within a circle, which touches the edge of the

stamp, the representation of an African landscape.

A label above the circle is inscribed " inland,"

and below the circle is the word "cents," with
the numeral of value repeated on either side of it. The spandrels

are filled in with conventional ornaments.

3 cents, black ; lithographed in colour on white paper
;
per/. 11.
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Luzon.—The 10 cuartos Derecho Judicial fiscal is J§>* ^$o
still enlisted in the postal service, but with a different "<" ©
surcharge. This time it reads " habilitado, correos, OORR£OS
2 cents de peso," the first and last lines being curved ^ jg
as before. *%?? ?**"

2 cents de peso, bistre ; surcharged in black on a 10 cuartos fiscal.

Norway.—Mr. Ashwell calls our attention to the fact that we
omitted, in chronicling the variety of the 10 ore post card, last

month, to mention that it is printed on white card, instead of on
buff as heretofore.

Portugal.—-The new 50 reis is now current. The portrait is

the same as that on the last issued 5 and 25 reis, and is within a

treble-lined circle on ground of horizontal lines. White labels

above and below the circle are inscribed respectively, in coloured

block letters, " Portugal . continente," and " 50 . reis . 50 ." The
spandrels are of Etruscan pattern, and the outer border a heavy
line of colour. _ . . ,

.

. .

.

50 reis, blue
; perf. 13.

Portuguese Indies.—Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. send

us the 40 reis in the new colour.

40 reis, yellow.

St. Domingo.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us the

1 centavo of the recently issued type, the face of which is covered

with a rose coloured reticulated burele. We do not know whether
the other values are to be treated in the same way.

Samoa.—We are indebted to the same firm for the first sight of

a new value in Samoan stamps. It is similar in type to the other

values, and presents the same eccentricities of perforation.

9d., burnt sienna.

Servia.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. have also sent us

the new Servian post card. It has two lines of inscription, one

above and one beneath the arms, crown and mantle. Two ruled

lines for address, the first headed " T," in script type. Below, an
inscription in small print. The stamp, of the same type as the

new adhesives, is on the right side, but some way from the top of

the card. Key-patterned border. Reverse plain. The cards seem
to be very irregularly cut.

Post card. 5 Paras, brown on rose card ; size of border, 130 x 80mm.

St. Vincent.—We have to warn our readers against forgeries of

the scarce provisional Id., which had so ephemeral a currency last

year. The forgeries are concocted out of halves of the pale six-

penny ; the surcharge and the central perforation are very well

imitated. In many cases the surcharge is reversed. Some of these

stamps were sold to an esteemed correspondent of ours, whose
suspicions were first aroused by finding that the person from whom
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he obtained them had "plenty more." By dint of search and

enquiry our correspondent succeeded in discovering the printer in

Birmingham, who had surcharged the stamps to order without

knowing for what purpose they were intended. We shall not

point out in what respects the forged stamps differ from the real

ones, but we will gladly give an opinion on any which may be

sent for our inspection.

Tromso.—We have received from Messrs. Whitfield, King, and

Co. two local or By-Post stamps, supposed to be used in this town.

The Editor of Smith's Circular has saved us the trouble of hunting

for this place. He says, " About 200 miles north of the Arctic

Circle, in latitude 69° 38', is the town of Tromso, in Finrnark, the

northernmost province of Norway, which stretches towards the east

and over part of Lapland." The stamp is an improvement upon
ruost of the Norwegian locals. On an oval of solid colour, with a

narrow white border, is a reindeer. A coloured label, following the

contour of the upper portion of the oval, is inscribed " tromso

by-post " in white letters. Below the oval is a scroll, on which is

" tre ore," the two words being divided, and the lower end of the

oval debruised by an ornamental shield bearing the numeral of value.

3 ore, brown.
8 „ green.

upright rectangular,
j
per/. 11£.

Turkey.—In correcting the proof of what we said respecting

the Mount Athos stamps in our last number, a printer's error

escaped our notice. The word Xpio-Tov should of course read

XpLcrrov. Mr. Philbrick writes us :
" Although familiar with

Se^acr/xior, 2e/8at/x.a beats me, unless there be a low modern Greek
inflection 2e/3cu/u,os. I should render the inscription boldly,

%efid<jjxia XpiOTou IIoAis."

The Turkish post cards are now being printed upon pale buff,

instead of, or as well as, on white card as heretofore.

Turk's Islands.—To make their stamps fit in with Postal

Union rates, these islands have adopted the almost universal plan

of surcharging. We have the sixpenny surcharged in bold

numerals, * 9^ and A.

-'
\ surcharged in black with the respective numerals of2h±

4d. )
value on the current 6d.

Victoria.—We annex a cut of the new two
penny value which we described last month.
It is the same which figured in the latest number
of the Timbre Poste, and would be excellent

were it not for the eccentric substitution of a
"d" for the "t" in the word Victoria. M.
Moens explains this by assuring us that his

engraver was suffering at the time from a severe

cold in the head.
0\vv\\%-,\wnwv
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CONCERNING SOME DUBIOUS GUADALAJARAS,
In reference to what we said under this heading last month, Messrs. Whitfield,

King and Co. are anxious we should state that the accusation which we made
against a certain party of having forged perforations does not apply to them.
As we never intended that it should do so, we have no hesitation in saying
as much. The same firm has sent for our perusal sundry letters and docu-
ments from then- Mexican correspondents in support of their creed, that all

the Guadalajaras which have passed through their hands are genuine originals.

We do not for a moment question their good faith, but we do question their

ability to decide whether certain stamps are originals or reprints.

After our last number was published we received the Guia del Colec-

cionista for January, which also contains an article upon these stamps, in

which the authenticity of late supplies is gravely questioned. The Guia del
Coleccionista goes much further than we do in doubting the genuineness, as

regards perforation, of any of the punched stamps. That this mode was
official we do not suppose, and for clumsiness it surely stands alone in the
annals of perforation. Stamps so pimched could hardly be torn apart. The
only way to separate them from their margin apparently was to poke one's

finger through them. Anyone accustomed to settle disputes through the
medium of eye-gouging would probably be an adept hi tackling these punched
Guadalajaras. Each stamp must have been punched separately, just as they
probably were printed. When we consider how these stamps were got up

—

hastily, and hi the midst of civil war, " alarms, and excursions "—it is strange
that such a detail as perforation should have been insisted upon, especially

as, after all, the stamps could be more readily separated with a pair of

scissors than by means of the perforation attained to.

HOW TO MOUNT ENVELOPES AND POST CARDS,
At the last meeting of the Philatelic Society a visitor, Mr. W. K. Freeman,
of New York, explained the method which he has adopted for mounting
envelopes and post cards, a method which strikes us as being so simple and
yet so excellent that we shall endeavour to give our readers the benefit of it.

The material used by Mr. Freeman is that very thin, but tough, paper
called Bank Post ; but we should be inclined to recommend as being better,

especially for heavy envelopes, the thin glazed calico which is used instead of

tracing paper. The collector, having chosen his material, should get it cut
into strips of a quarter inch in breadth, by his stationer, and then proceed as
follows : Set the envelope or card before you just as you wish it to appear in

your album, or on whatever you are accus-

tomed to mount your specimens. Place one
of the strips beneath the envelope, leaving
half an inch protruding beyond the lower edge.

Turn this piece A up over the envelope, fold

it straight, and hold it firmly whilst the longer
portion of the strip is brought over the front

of the envelope, and folded so as to exactly
overlap the first half inch. Carry the strip

over to the back of the envelope again, and
cut it off at a length corresponding with the
first fold. The strip will now be folded at A,
B, and C. The back of A and the front of

C are then gummed together, care being
taken that the gum does not touch the paper
beyond the limits of the fold A, and D is left

a loose flap, to form the hinge by which the
envelope is ultimately mounted. A second
strip is then prepared in exactly the same
manner, and the two are laid aside, with the
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envelope they are destined to mount, until the mucilage is thoroughly dry

and firm. When this is the case, the two strips have become bands, with an
overlapping hinge D, which is to be folded over the joining at A-C, and
which, when gummed to the sheet, is invisible except when the envelope
is turned down to admit of the reverse side being inspected. Fasten
the bands far enough apart to show the stamp upon the envelope after

it has been slipped between them. When this has been done it will

scarcely ever be necessary to remove the envelope, since, by turning it over

on the hinge, all that is noticeable upon the reverse side, such as the tress,

watermark, gum, silk threads, or portion of inscription, can readily be seen,

and yet the envelope has nothing whatever adhering to it. Cards or envelopes

can be mounted hi this way so as to overlap one another as closely as may be
desired, and Mr. Freeman assures us—and we can readily believe him- that

after a little practice the process may be very easily and expeditiously per-

formed, especially if a number of mounts be prepared one day, and the

mounting be accomplished another.

THE STAMPS OF MAURITIUS,
By CAPT. E. B. EVANS, R.A.

Part VI

—

continued.

I have now, I think, reached the end of my history of the postage stamps,

&c, of Mauritius, and I hope in the next number to conclude with a kind
of reference list. Before doing so, however, I wish to allude to one or two
other subjects.

The first is a simple one, and may be briefly dismissed.

I was asked a short time ago if I had any specimens of the 6d. and Is.

stamps, manufactured by Messrs. De la Rue and Co., without the small

numerals at the sides. These stamps are mentioned hi the latest edition of

Dr. Gray's Catalogue, but they do not exist. All the values are mentioned
in that Catalogue as existing with the small figures, and all except the 3d.

and 5s. as existing without them ; but there is only one type for each value,

Id., 2d., 3d., 4d., and 9d., without, and 6d., Is., and 5s., with the figures.

The second subject is, I think, a matter of rather more importance.
In the Memoires du Congres International des Timbrophiles, held in

Paris in 1878, at which my first notes on the Mauritius stamps were -

read,

appears a paper by Dr. Legrand on the same subject. It is hardly necessary
for me to say that Dr. Legrand is a very high authority on all philatelic

matters ; and most of the readers of this magazine are doubtless also aware
that he has made the early issues of Mauritius his especial study.

For these very reasons, when I find from the paper I have alluded to that
Dr. Legrand has entirely misunderstood some remarks which I made, and
some documents which I quoted in my notes, which remarks and quotations
appear in a very similar form in my present paper, I flunk it necessary for

me to give some further explanation on the point hi question ; for if so careful

a philatelist has been led astray hi the matter, it is evident that less careful

ones are still more liable to be so.

The point is not one of any great importance ; indeed it woidd be of very
small importance if raised by a less high authority than Dr. Legrand.

It is in regard to the engraving of the two 2d. stamps of 185S-59, or there-

abouts, as I have termed them—the 2d. large head with band, and the 2d.
small head.

The history of these two stamps, so far as I have been able to unravel it,

may be found in the May number of tins magazine for last year, where 1

hope I made it clear that the 2d. large head must have been produced from
the plate of 1848 re-engraved, and the 2d. small head from a new plate. I
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hope that I also made it clear that the re-engraved plate was re-engraved by
Mr. Sherwin, and that the new plate was engraved by Mr. Lapirot.

Dr. Legrand agrees with me in the first portion of the above conclusion,

but in regard to the second, he seems to suppose that the documents I quote
might mean that Mr. Lapirot re-engraved the old plate, and Mr. Sherwin
made a new one. This is not the case ; the documents are quite conclusive

on this point, and if I have quoted them so as to make it appear otherwise,

I have quoted them insufficiently or incorrectly. Mr. Sherwin was never
asked to make a new plate, and never offered to do so ; all the correspondence
with him was on the subject of re-engraving the old one, which was in his

hands from, probably, March, 1858, to September in the same year, when he
returned it unfinished.

On the other hand, Mr. Lapirot, on examining the plate returned by Mr.
Sherwin, gave it as his opinion that " it was too far gone to produce a good
impression" evidently referring to an old plate which he considered to be in

too bad a state to be made anything of ; and he then offered to make a new
one for £10.

This new plate was the one delivered on February 22nd, 1859, and was the
one from which the 2d. small head was printed.

In regard to the order in which these two stamps were issued, I mentioned
them in my " Notes " in the succession hi which they had always previously

been catalogued, and took it for granted that the 2d. large head was issued

at the end of 1858, provisionally, while Mr. Lapirot was engraving his new
plate. Dr. Legrand reversing the plates, reverses this order also, considering
it probable that the 2d. small head, which he attributes to an unfinished

plate on account of the impressions having so soon shown signs of wear, was
issued at the end of 1858 ; that the plate had worn out by the time that Mr.
Lapirot delivered his new one, in February, 1859 ; and that then the second
plate, which he supposes to be the re-engraved one, came into use.

I think I have said sufficient above to show that these suppositions are

untenable ; but further, if they were correct, the 2d. small head would only
have been in use for about six months, while the 2d. large head would have
been in use for ten months ; and the latter would naturally be the more
plentiful of the two, whereas in reality I suppose twenty specimens of the
former may be found for one of the latter. Again, according to Dr. Legrand's
theory, the plate of the 2d. small head should have been much worn by
February, 1859 ; but attached to Mr. Pearson Hill's letter of March 31st,

1859, was a specimen of this 2d., no doubt one of the stock then hi the post
office, and this is a very fine impression, evidently from quite the early state

of the plate, further proof of the fact that it was produced by the plate

delivered by Mr. Lapirot, in February, 1S59.

Therefore, as I hope I showed in the May number, the only question is,

whether the 2d. large head was issued while Mr. Lapirot's plate was being
engraved or after it wore out ; and in the same number I stated that, while
I considered it quite possible that the former theory was the right one, I

thought it equally probable that the latter was the more correct.

Now in studying the obliterations this question has cropped up again, and,
at the risk of wearying my readers, I feel impelled to say a little more about
it. It is evident, from the rarity of the 2d. large head, that it was in use
for a very short time only, either immediately before the 2d. small head, or

immediately after that variety. If it was printed from the plate in the state

in which it was returned by Mr. Sherwin, it would probably have been issued

in September or October, 1858 ; it would then have continued in use for five

or six months, more than half as long as the 2d. small head, and would
certainly not be so rare as it is. Again, had it been issued so early as October,

1858, most of the specimens of it would be obliterated with the mark con-
sisting of five concentric circles, which, as I have shown, was in general use
at the General Post Office until the end of 185S, if not later ; whereas, out
of seventeen obliterated specimens that I have been able to hear of, eleven
are obliterated with the mark consisting of bars with a blank centre, which I

have only met with on other stamps used not earlier than February or March,
1859 ; four with the circular stamp containing the word " paid," which I
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mentioned as having also apparently been employed rather frequently in

1859 ; and two only with that consisting of concentric circles.

The fact of two specimens being found with this last obliteration does Jiot

prove anything as to the date of then use ; for, although this mark does not
seem to have been hi general use after the end of 1858 or beginning of 1859.

still it was used occasionally. I have met with a specimen of the 2d. small

head, and I have specimens of some of De la Rue and Co.'s stamps bearing
it ; but if either of these 2d. stamps had been issued in October, 1858, a
large number of the specimens found would certainly bear the circular mark.

If the re-engraved plate was not made use of soon after Mr. Sherwin
returned it, there seems no reason why it should have been used before Mr.
Lapirot delivered his plate ; 2d. stamps would not have been much more
urgently required in January or February, 1859, than they were in October,

1858 ; for the Id. plate was still in fan condition, as shown by the Id. stamp
attached to the letter of March 31st, 1859, to which I have already alluded.

Also I think that the fact of the postmaster reporting so promptly the

delivery of Mr. Lapirot's plate, and requesting that a supply might immedi-
ately be struck from it, looks as if he had no 2d. stamps at that time.

On the other hand, by the time that Mr. Lapirot's plate wore out, the Id.

plate of 1848 must have become almost useless also. It was then evidently

necessary to do something ; for it was quite impossible to get on without
either Id. or 2d. stamps. The Id. plate was re-engraved at some time or

other, probably when this emergency arose ; and the re-engraving of the 2d.

may have been completed on the same occasion.

The two plates, in their re-engraved state, are both hi existence still ; the
Id. plate appears never to have been used, and the 2d. very little. Why was
the use of them given up and lithography resorted to, when a supply of

stamps was expected from England in a few months 1 The most probable
reason is that there was no one in the Mauritius who could print from these

plates. Mr. Lapirot died, I believe, hi 1859 ; Mr. Barnard had left the island

some time pi'eviously, and if Mr. Sherwin was still there, he may not have
been able to print from them. There was no one hi the island when I was
there who could do so. It was some months before I could get a single fair

impression struck from each plate, and finally I spent the greater part of a
day at Mons. Dupuy's establishment, and tried all possible methods. A
supply of stamps could not possibly be printed from them hi the island now.

All the above reasons confirm me in the belief that the most probable
date for the issue of the 2d. large head with band is the latter part of 1859,

perhaps September or October hi that year.

(To be continued.)

<£orrcspontreuce,

"OPINIONS DIFFER."

To the Editor of "The Philatelic Record."

Sib,—As one of the oldest collectors in England, I cannot but feel great

satisfaction at the strides which the science of philately is making, and be
glad to note in the rising generation the presence of that carefid study and
that attention to detail which renders the pursuit so valuable in itself, and
without which it becomes justly open to the reproaches often directed at it

by the ignorant. It behoves us all when publications like the Foreign
Stamp Collectors' Magazine take on themselves to sneer at labours they
could not undertake, and details they can hardly master, to bear testimony

to the true and real value of the learning and acumen, as well as patience

and research, exhibited in the papers on the " Stamps of Mauritius " con-

tributed by Captain Evans to your journal. For one, I most thoroughly
agree with my friend, Dr. Legrand, in his eulogium upon them. I should be
sorry indeed were young collectors to be led by anyone assuming to be their

guide into despising the patience and care requisite in study, or into the
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great mistake of supposing that all facts which can now be vouched and put
on record are not to he sought for and published both for their intrinsic

value and for their ultimate use when the present generation of collectors

has passed away and the opportunities of unearthing official documents are

gone for ever. Impatience of detail, undue haste to achieve a factitious and
self-styled completeness and finality, characterize nothing worth the name of

a scientific pursuit.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to Captain Evans, which I for one do not
hesitate to acknowledge, and to express the hope that his labours may
induce others who have favourable opportunities at command to emulate his

example.
I feel some reluctance to speak on the subject because the Editor of

the F. S. C. M. has indulged in language I cannot but deprecate, and dis-

played a coarseness of criticism and self-sufficiency of opinion alike painful

to observe, and destructive of all weight or authority to his opinions ; but I

feel it right, even at the risk of giving undue prominence to his hasty and
uncalled-for remarks, to express my regret at then substance and my
reprobation of their style.

I remain, Sir, your faithful Servant,

Fred. A. Philbriok.

Sir,—As the Editor of the Foreign Stamp Collectors' Journal is evidently

averse to his dogmas being questioned, I shall feel obliged if you can find

room for the accompanying letter, written and sent to the F. S. C. J., as

you may see by the date, before the Record for February was published.

Yours, &c, E. G. H.
" To the Editor of the ' Foreign Stamp Collectors' Journal.

'

'

' Sir,—As a reader of both your paper and the Philatelic Record, I should
like to be allowed to ask you one or two questions suggested by the notice of

your contemporary in your current number.
"First. Is it not somewhat unusual for one paper to offer to another

suggestions as to the price at which subscriptions should be fixed ? It seems
to me that the financial arrangements of a journal are certainly not open to

criticism on the part of a contemporary.
" Second. Do you really think upon reflection that I lay myself open to

the charge of vileness (for nothing in my opinion can be viler than
hypocrisy) because I do not consider any detail connected with my hobby
uninteresting, and also because I have the misfortune, from your point of

view, to admire Wagner's music greatly ?

"Third. Do you not think that your references to 'the wheelbarrow-
office-boys' mothers,' &c. , are, if not rather vulgar, still a trifle wide of the
point 1 and do you not think that your reference to Wagner, his music, and
its admirers, is, to say the least of it, somewhat unseemly ? You may be,

for all I know, a musician in theory and in practice ; but you are certainly

not so widely known in this capacity as to justify you in advancing (don't be
offended) so silly an opinion against that of many famous musicians, and, say,

fully four-fifths of so musical a nation as the German.
"Yours, &c, E. G. H.

" 18th February, 1881."

Sir,—Will you allow me to say that I flunk it is a great pity that the
F. S. C. M. should have spoiled what it had to say by the manner in which
it said it. I consider that all the fun of stamp collecting is stopped by
having to look out for varieties. What is the use of perforations and water-
marks from a postage-paying point of view 1 and why, when I have got a good
copy of a stamp with one kind of watermark, should I go to the trouble and
expense of getting another merely because the watermark is different?

Stamps are merely official receipts, which satisfy postmasters and letter-

carriers that the postage has been paid. It is very certain that these people
do not know or care anything about differences which they cannot detect.
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When a stamp is stuck on a letter differences in watermark or perforation do
not count for anything, and the stamp is a penny or a five-shilling stamp,
and nothing more nor less. And even when it is off the letter, its facial

value is unaltered by its being perforated 10 or 14, or watermarked with co.

and crown, or with a star. I have a very large collection (over 2,000
stamps), and I advise beginners to satisfy themselves with one stamp of a
particular value and design, and not to bother themselves as to how it is

perforated or watermarked.
Yours, &c, H. F.

[We have received a number of letters on this subject, but must content
ourselves with printing three of them. The weight of Mr. Philbrick's

opinion will, we trust, strengthen the steadfast and stay backsliders! We
print the letter of " E. G. H. " because it appears to us that it was a mis-

take on the part of the Editor of the F. S. C. J. not to do so, as it would
be on ours not to give voice to "H. F.," the only one amongst our corre-

spondents who does not agree with us. Besides, we have a lurking

suspicion that "H. F.'s" letter may be read, between the lines, in our

support. In thanking our other correspondents for their letters, we would
remind them that it is not worth while breaking a butterfly upon the wheel.

Our unwise contemporary has had his little say, and we have had our little

laugh, and have forgiven him.

—

Ed.]

frcratfjMQS at t\t iPatelk Soritig of fanton.

The ninth meeting of the season was held at 14, South Square, Gray's Inn,

on the 5th March, 1881, the President in the chair. After the minutes had
been read and approved, the business of the day—the compilation of a list of

the stamps of Queensland—commenced at the previous meeting, was con-

tinued, and finished. One of the most important conclusions arrived at in

connection with these stamps was, that there were only two distinct issues of

the star watermarks ; namely, the bold six-rayed star of the first issue, and
the truncated, or obtuse star. The intermediate star, similar in design to

the first one, but somewhat smaller, was proved to exist side by side with the

larger star of the earlier, and the truncated star of the later issues. This dis-

poses of the supposition that the intermediate star was distinctive of a separate

issue, to which it has always been extremely difficult to assign a date. Of
very few countries are the stamps so difficult to classify, according to date, as

those of Queensland. In the first place the issues are intermixed" in an
extraordinary manner, certain values of one watermark having been used
concurrently with others of different watermark. It is very seldom also that

Queensland adhesives are found obliterated with a date stamp, a mode of

obliteration which is, of course, conclusive in showing when the stamps were
in use, and most useful in aiding to determine the dates of issue.

Upon the conclusion of the day's business, Mr. Philbrick showed, on behalf

of Mr. Breitfuss, a recently unearthed specimen of the Moscow local envelope
of 1857. This extreme rarity is struck on yellowish-grey paper, at the upper
right corner of the envelope, in a bright shade of vermilion. It measures
140x90 nun., and is without flap ornament. It is mentioned in the latest

edition of Pemberton's Stamp Collector's Handbook, p. 183, where a cut,

accurately representing the stamp, appears, although the author says that he
had never seen one. A copy exists in the fine collection of Mons. de Ferrari,

of Paris, who discovered it accidentally in a small album, and it is known
that duplicates efcist in the official archives of the Russian post-office at

St. Petersburg. Mrs. Tebay showed a twopenny adhesive of South Australia

(2nd type, rouletted), with the Departmental surcharge "n. t." in black, which
was added to the Society's list. The Secretary showed, on behalf of a corres-

pondent, who says that he has possessed it for more than a year, and that he
obtained it from the Straits Settlements, the current two cents of that
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colony, surcharged with the word " perak " in black block letters, pre-

sumably for use in that state. The stamp was considered to be of dubious
authenticity.

Mr. Willard K. Freeman, of New York, who attended the meeting as a
visitor, and whose name is familiar to older collectors as a writer on philatelic

subjects, gave some interesting information respecting the various issues of

United States envelopes, and of the manner in which some of the soi-disant

rarities have been created. He also explained and demonstrated his plan
for mounting entire envelopes and post cards in collections, a plan which met
with general approval, and which is referred to in another page of this

month's Record.
Notice to Stamp Dealers.

Certain persons having attempted to obtain stamps upon credit by repre-

senting themselves to be members of the Philatelic Society of London,
dealers are requested to communicate with the Secretary should they have
any doubt as to the truth of such representations.

Notice to Members.

On and after the 25th instant all letters to the Secretary and Treasurer

should be sent to his new address, 13, Gray's Inn Square, London, W.C.

gcferwa fist at % Mmp, &t. t at ffitztm g«str»Ii».

Compiled at the Meeting of the 4th December, 1880.

Issue I. 1855-60.

Four values.—Lithographic transfers from dies engraved on steel by Messrs.
Perkins, Bacon, & Co., of London

;
printed in colour upon white and coloured

paper, varying in substance ; brownish gum ; watermark, a swan. Design :

In the centre of each value is a swan, swimming to left. In the 2d. and 6d.

values there is an addition of reeds on either side of the swan in the
vignettes. In the twopenny value the background is plain ; the border is

octagonal, of solid colour, and inscribed in white block letters. In the four-
penny the background is reticulated ; the border octagonal, of solid colour,

and inscribed in similar type. In the sixpenny value there is an addition

of reeds on either side of the swan in the vignette ; the background is

stippled ; the border octagonal, of solid colour, and inscribed in white block

letters. The one shilling has a reticulated background, and an oval

border of solid colour, inscribed in white block letters. Shape, oblong
octagonal, except the one shilling, which is a transverse oval.

The 2d., 4d., and 6d. are inscribed " t . postage . b . two, four, and six-

pence . l . western . r . Australia." The Is. is inscribed " t . postage .

w. Australia . b . one shilling," the upper and lower inscriptions being
separated by small cross-like ornaments.
The four values were issued in the following order : 2d. and 6d., 1855 ; 4d.

and Is., 1858.

2d., brown, on red and orange paper.

4d., blue (deep, light, and nearly slate), on white and yellowish paper.
6d., coppery to golden bronze, on white and yellowish paper.
Is., deep red-brown, deep and pale bistre, on white and yellowish paper.

Variety.—The 4d. exists with the central vignette inverted in the frame.
The 2d. is found printed on both sides, not merely having a reversed im-
pression, owing to one wet sheet being laid on the top of another.

Proofs on India paper, in black, of the 4d. and Is. are known, and pre-
sumably existed for the other values.

In 1861 the above four values were rouletted, and in some cases perforated,
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probably unofficially. Later on the 2d. was subjected to a perforation, about
13, nearly akin to a roulette.

2d., brown, narrow and wide roulettes, and perf. 13.

4d. , blue, two kinds of narrow roulette )

6d., bronze, narrow and wide „ > not seen perforated.

Is., bistre, two kinds of narrow „ )

Remarks.—The wider roulette runs about nine to ten, and the narrow
usually about fourteen cuts to the two centimetre gauge. Copies of the 4d.,

with a roulette perforation of 17, resembling pin pricks, are sometimes met
with, and also the Is., rouletted 12£. Considerable differences exist in the
sizes of the swans hi the watermark.

Issue II. 1860-61.

Four values.—Engraved on steel by William Humphrey for Perkins,

Bacon, and Co. Coloured impression upon thinnish white paper, verging, in

some specimens of the twopenny value, upon pelure
;
yellowish gum ; water-

mark, a swan. Design, a swan swimming to left on reticulated background

;

border formed of four straight reticulated labels, separated in the corners by
floriate ornaments, and inscribed in white block letters. The Id. value pre-

ceded the others by about a year. Shape, oblong rectangular. " t . postage .

B . ONE PENNY . TWO, FOUR, and SIXPENCE . R . WESTERN . L . AUSTRALIA."

Id., black ; imperf., and non-officially rouletted, Q\ and 12J, and perf. 14,

square holes.

2d., vermilion (light and dark); imperf., and non-officially rouletted, 9£
and 12£.

4d., deep blue ; imperf., and non-officially rouletted, 9J and 12|, and pin
perf. 17.

6d., sap-green ; imperf., and non-officially rouletted, 9| and 12J.

Remarks.—The 4d. value is very seldom met with in a cancelled state,

although beyond doubt a limited number were used for postage.

Issue III. 1862-64.

Five values.—Engraved on steel by Perkins, Bacon, and Co. Coloured
impression upon stoutish white paper ; whitish gum ; watermark, a swan.
Same design and inscriptions as in preceding issue. Machine perforated, 16,

15£, 15, 14|, 14, 13. In most, if not all the values, the perforations are
compound. All the values, except the Is. (which alone is perforated 16, true),

are found with an all-round perforation of 14.

Id., deep rose (shades, verging upon lake).

2d. , blue (dark and light).

4d., vermilion.

6d., purple-brown.
Is., bright green.

Remarks.—Specimens of the Id. and 2d. are to be met with with their

respective values and a crown, printed upon the reverse side, in red.. This is

the control mark.
Varieties.—The Id., 2d., and 6d. are known imperforate, and are probably

in this state to be considered as proofs, although specimens of the Id., im-
perforate, seem to have passed through the post. The 6d. is found upon
paper blued by the acid action of the gum.

Issue IV. 1864.

Five values.—Some type as preceding issue, but without watermark

;

various perforations.

Id., lake, carmine to deep dull red ; machine perf. 13.

2d., deep blue ; machine perf. 15, and 14 to 16 compound.
4d., carmine „ „ 14 to 16 „
6d., violet „ „ 15J „ 14 to 16 „
Is., deep green „ „ 14 to 16 „

Variety.—The 6d., violet, upon paper blued by the acid action of the gum.
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Issue V. 1865-80.

Five values.—Same type as preceding issue. With this issue the printing
of the stamps of Western Australia by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. seems to

have commenced ; for from then until the present time the watermark is

changed to CC. and crown. Machine perf. 12£, and latterly 14.

Id. , bistre. 4d. , carmine.

.

Id., yellow-ochre. 6d., violet (deep to pale).

2d., chrome-yellow. Is., bright green, dull deep green.
2d., pale violet.

Remarks.—The Id. bistre and the Is. green of this issue are catalogued
by M. Moens as existing watermarked with the swan instead of CG. and
crown. The President has seen the Id. bistre, so watermarked, in the collec-

tion of Dr. Legrand ; but the specimen is imperforate, and of a distinct

shade of bistre to that met with hi the ordinary perforated stamps of that
value. Therefore it would appear probable that this label is only a proof
struck upon paper, watermarked with the swan, which had passed into the
possession of the new printers, together with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co.'s

dies. The Is. stamp so watermarked appears to be a myth.
The 2d. pale violet is an error, having been printed by mistake, towards

the end of 1877, in the colour of the 6d. A die of the 2d. was by mistake
inserted when preparing the plate to printwoff the 6d.

Varieties.—Printed as proofs: Id., deep bistre; 2d., yellow; 6d., deep
purple ; Is., green, imperforate.

Issue VI. 1871.

One value.—Type-printed by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. in colour upon
medium white glazed paper ; white gum ; watermark CC. and crown.

Design, a black swan swimming to left, upon ground of horizontal lines,

within double-lined oval ; straight white labels at top and bottom of stamp,
inscribed with coloured block letters upon white ; sides and spandrels orna-

mented with bullrushes. The whole enframed by a border of double lines.

Shape, oblong rectangular. Machine perf. 14.

3d., reddish-brown.

Remark.—The swan, portrayed so faithfully on this vignette, is the indi-

genous black swan of the Australian continent, most appropriately introduced
as an emblem of the colony.

Issue VII. March, 1875.

One value.—Owing to the temporary exhaustion of the stock of one penny
stamps, a makeshift was extemporised by surcharging the current Twopence
with one penny in Roman capitals, the initial letters of each word being
larger than the others.

Id., surcharged in green on 2d., chrome-yellow.

POST CARDS.
Issued May, 1879.

Two values.—Type-printed in colour by Messrs. De la Rue and Co., of

London. Two lines of inscription : 1st, " post card " in Roman capitals,

the two words being separated by the royal arms and supporters ; 2nd, " the
address only to be written on this side " in block letters. The stamp is

in the right upper corner, and the design comprises the black swan, of the same
type as in the Threepenny adhesive, with a frame varying for each value. In
the Halfpenny card the swan is in an oval, on ground of horizontal lines.

Above and beneath the oval are white double-lined straight labels, inscribed

in coloured block letters, " western Australia " and " postage one half-
penny." The side labels are filled in with floriate ornaments, and the
spandrels with conventional arabesques. In the One Penny card the swan,
on ground of horizontal lines, is enframed in a double-lined octagon of

irregular shape, resembling that of the first Pourpenny adhesive. The top

and bottom labels are the same as in the Halfpenny card, and the lower one
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is inscribed "postage one penny." The side labels are filled in with

lozenge-shaped ornaments, with a Jieur de lis in the centre of each. The
spandrels have conventional arabesque ornaments. Both cards have "the

same key-patterned border, and the reverse side is plain.

id., red-brown on stout rosy-buff card

Id., blue
i

„ bluish-white card
> Size, 121 x 74 mm.

STAMPS EMPLOYED FOR OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
Most of the stamps already enumerated are to be found with a circular

hole, varying in size, punched as nearly through the centre of the label as

possible. In the early days of stamp collecting a superstition was current to

the effect that these stamps were supplied to convicts, serving their sentences

of transportation in Western Australia, and distinguished their correspondence
from that of the rest of the community. As a matter of fact, these muti-
lated stamps were employed to frank and to particularize official correspond-

ence. There were two distinct sizes of punch in use—the earlier (A) cutting

a hole about 4, and the later (B) one of 3 mm. in diameter. The following

varieties are known to the Society :

ISSUE I.
Varieties of holes.

4d.

6d.

Is,

blue (

bronze ]

brown 1

* imperf . and rouletted
'

imperf.

imperf.

A and B
B

A

2d.

6d.

orange
i

green 1

Issue II.

imperf. |

imperf. ]

A and B
AandB

Issue III. & IV.

Id.

2d.

4d.

6d.

is.

deep rose

blue

vermilion and carmine -

violet

green

, perf. 15J v

perf. 15
perf. 14-16,

shades and varieties of perf.

perf. 13
L perf. 14-16, >

Issue V.

A and B
A and B

•A and B
A and B
A

Id.

2d.

4d.

6d.

Is.

bistre and yellow-ochre

chrome-yellow
carmine h

violet

green

perf. 12|, shades.

A and B
AandB
A and B
A and'B
A and B

3d. , reddish-brown
Issue VI.

B

Id. , chrome and green (?)

Issue VII.

This system of puncturing the stamps has now ceased.

Notes ana (JEtttews.

T. K. T.—It is all very fine writing flippant letters to say you are off

to the Gib, Naples, &c. ; but it would serve you right if the Woolsack
fell vacant during your absence and you didn't get it.

A. W.—Both forgeries. How about the stamp for return postage 1

G. R. B.—Have handed your letter to our publishers. We have
nothing whatever to do with their advertisements and business.

Messrs, Femberton, 'Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherd's Bush, London. W.
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HERE is a certain American dealer in postage stamps

who at one time had a most unenviable reputation as

one of the cleverest concoctors or, at any rate, " placers"

of forged United States and Confederate locals. The

only reason why some of our foremost European col-

lectors did not subscribe a handsome sum to procure

his extinction by the summary process of lynching, in

his own country, was, that he did occasionally send them rare and

genuine stamps ; and as they became accustomed to his little pecu-

liarities, they contented themselves with taking his diamonds, and

refusing and exposing his paste. His trade in paste, at moderate

prices, having become much blown upon, he has been obliged to

keep up the balance in his budget by charging extortionate prices

for his real gems, and has only improved his character as to the

quality of his wares at the expense of that of his conscience in

charging for them.

It is all very well to urge that an amateur has only himself to

blame if he pays more for a stamp than he considers it is worth.

He will probably retort that he wants the stamp, that he has no

intention of re-selling it, and that he does not like the idea of

losing it owing to a brother-collector, with greater means than

judgment, giving the price which he himself feels to be an extrava-

gant one. Still, when a dealer names his price, however high, there

is nothing to be said against it. The dealer has a right to hazard

his reputation for conscientious charges if he chooses; and the

collector may buy or refuse, as he pleases. But, disagreeable as it

is to have to pay more for a stamp than it is fairly worth, there are

ways of extracting the price which add bitterness to the operation;

and in these days of constant intercommunion amongst philatelists,

it is their own fault if unholy conspiracies against their purses

remain unexposed. Collectors greatly object to, and are concerting

to baffle, such proceedings as those adopted by the party in question

with the view of tricking them into paying higher prices than
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those which in the first instance he leads them to "believe will pur-

chase the coveted stamp. For instance, he writes to an amateur,

and says, " Will you buy a ' Pittsylvania,' or whatever the treasure

may he, at $1001 I know of a solitary specimen, which will come

at that price." "Yes," replies the victim, "if I like the copy."

Over it comes by return mail, priced at $150, accompanied by

documents to show that the dealer has had to pay nearly that price

for it. Now this is an unwarrantable attempt to work upon the

collector's good nature. He must either pay 50 per cent, more than

he was led to believe would he the price, or else throw the stamp

upon the hands of the dealer, who, of course, insinuates that he

would never have bought it, save to meet the requirements of his

valued customer. Another unpleasant peculiarity of this person is,

to accompany the offer of his wares with the assurance that So-and-

so will gladly pay more for them. After all, the only remedy against

dealers of this class is, to cease all dealing with them. A little self-

denial for the moment will probably result in obtaining the stamp

later on from the same source, but through another channel. All

that we can do, in deference to the requestswhich have been addressed

to us on the subject, is to expose the tactics complained of, so that

collectors may he aware of them, and take steps to prevent being

played off one against the other.

lftiui}liq$
t
J)t$t[0^ri^ tmh ll^aqihttion*.

Bahamas.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us a post

card and, what is still more of a novelty, a stamped envelope, the

first which has ever heen used in the British West Indies. The
post card, although of Messrs. De la Eue and Co.'s manufacture, is

slightly different from the others of the West Indian series except

as regards the stamp, which is the same as the St. Kitts, &c. There

are three lines of inscription— 1st, " union postale universelle,"

under which are the royal arms ; 2nd, " Bahamas ;" and 3rd, " the
address only," &c, all in block type. The card has a key-patterned

border, and the reverse side is plain. The envelope has the embossed
profile of Her Majesty on an oval of solid colour, with scolloped

border. A second oval has the inscription, "Bahamas postage,

fourpence," in coloured block letters upon reticulated ground.

This again is enframed by an outer pearled oval. Flap tongued
and gummed ; without tress.

Post Card. l£d., carmine on buff card. Size of border, 118x79 ; card,

1274 x 89 mm.
Envelope. 4d., violet on white laid paper, 139^ x 83 mm.
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Chili.—Besides the 2 and 5 centavos Impuesto fiscals which we
have already referred to, we have the 1 centavo of the same .series

employed for postal service.

1 centavo, vermilion ; fiscal stamp used for postage.

Copenhagen.'—The Timbre-Post thus describes two local post

cards, issued 1st February last, which are believed to he pro-

visionals : "A double-lined frame, measuring 116 x 62 mm., with

rounded corners, encloses the inscription, in five lines: 1st,
: kjo-

BENHAVNS ; ' 2nd, ' BY OG HUSTELEGRAF ;
' 3rd, ' EXPRESS BREV-

KORT ;
' 4th, ' (PAA DENNE SIDE SKRIVES KAN ADRESSEN) ;

' 5th,

'adresse,' followed by three dotted lines. Double Card.—Same
inscription, except that the fourth line is lower down, and there

are only two dotted lines for address. The two cards are joined at

the right side, and are rouletted. The second half is inscribed
' svar—brevkort,' instead of 'express—brevkort,' and under-

neath, ' (at bepordre express) ;
' at the bottom is, ' (buket kan

vente 5 minutter paa zvaret) '—
' The messenger can wait 5

minutes for the reply.' The frame is only 77 x 66 mm. A 10 ore

stamp is placed hi the right upper angle."

10 ore, blue and gold on white.

10 + 10 „

Costa Rica.—The annexed cut represents

the surcharge upon the Medio real to which we
referred last month.

Cyprus.—There are two types of the pro-

visional halfpenny described by us last month.
In one the letters of the word halfpenny are

more spaced than in the other, a difference with

which collectors are familiar in the stamps of

St. Helena. Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. inform us that the

new piastre series will be issued on the 1st May.

Ecuador.—We have received one value of the new emission

for this state. In the centre of the stamp are the arms, in an oval

which rests upon a bundle of lictor's rods, is draped with flags,

and surmounted by an eagle. A crenelated label above is inscribed

in white block letters, " Ecuador—correos." A curved label

below is inscribed, in like manner, " cinco centavos." Numerals
of value in the four corners, and conventional ornament in the

remaining portion of the stamp, which is evidently the work of the

American Bank Note Company, complete the design.

5 centavos, blue ; col. imp. on white ; upright rectangular
; perf. 12.

France.—The 10 c. black on mauve card has undergone a slight

alteration, the words "reserve" and " exclusivement," in the

line of instructions under "carte postale," being transposed as

follows :
" ce cote est exclusivement reserve" a l'adresse."

We have received the telegraph card on blue paper, without
surcharge, bearing a stamp similar to that adopted for the 30 c.

rose on buff card, but with the numerals "50" in lieu of " 30."

50 C, black on blue paper.
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French Colonies.—The black on greyish-brown card, without

stamp, last issued for these colonies, reaches us with slight modi-

fications, having now seven lines of instructions as to payment of

postage beneath the words "carte postale," instead of five as

heretofore.

Great Britain.—The new fivepenny adhesive to which we
referred last month, but were not able to describe, is but a poor

label after all. The stereotyped portrait of Her Majesty, on ground

of horizontal lines, is in a scolloped oval, with an outer border of

dots. Straight black labels at top and bottom are respectively

inscribed in white block letters, " postage " and " five pence."

The outline of the stamp between the labels is of an indescribable

geometrical pattern, and left white.

5d., black; col. imp. on white; upright rectangular; wmk. crovrn; perf. 14-

We have good reasons for believing that all our English postage

stamps, with the exception perhaps of the 5/-, 10/-, and £1, will

soon be entirely changed. The new one penny combined postage

and receipt stamp will be printed in violet, something like the old 6d.

The new stamps will probably be of three shapes : the first, that

of the current Id. ; the second, an elongated rectangle, like a bill

stamp ; and the third, octagonal, with an octagonal perforation.

These three shapes will be repeated in each succeeding three values.

The 2|-d. is now watermarked with crown.

Mr. Howell sends us a letter from the Inland Revenue Depart-

ment, Somerset House, replying to two questions addressed by
him concerning the amalgamated postage and receipt stamp. As
regards the new stamp, "it is hoped that it may be ready for issue

by the 1st July next." In reply to an enquiry as to whether a

postage stamp may be legally used as a receipt stamp pending the

issue of the new combination label, Mr. Howell is informed that

this question " will be dealt with in the Customs and Inland

Revenue Bill."

Holland.—Hi our last we heralded the approaching emission of

new cards for this country, one of the values of which we have

since received from Mr. Clifford, of Hull. The value before us is

the double card, 2£ + 2^ cents. There are two lines of inscription

—1st, " briefkaart ; " 2nd, " (met betaald antwoord) "—and
there are two dotted lines for the address, the first preceded by
"aan." A stamp of the same type as the adhesive of similar

value is in the right upper angle, and the usual coat of arms in the

left. The card for the answer differs from the above only in the

second line of inscription, which reads, "(betaald antwoord)."
The back of the original, and the front of the reply card are paler

than their reverse sides ; in fact they are greyish-white.

The single card is inscribed with "briefkaart" and the prefix

"aan," only on the face.

91.01 \
mauve on salmon-pink ; 92 x 138 mm., or 3£ x 5f inches.
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Hungary.—The Timbre-Poste announces the issue of two new
cards, 2 and 2 + 2 kreuzer. These have two lines of inscription :

1st, "MAGY. KIR. POSTA KR. NG. POSTA;" 2nd, " LEVELEZO LAP.

karta dopisnica." There are four dotted lines for address—the

first preceded by " czim-nastov "—and the last finishes with a

thick ruled line. They have the usual embossed stamp to right,

and arms of Hungary to left. The reply paid card has an addi-

tional inscription in the left lower angle, and. " (valasz-odgovor) "

added on the second half below the two lines of inscription.

2 kreuzer, orange on buff.

2 + 2 „

India.—Mr. Philbrick informs us that he has seen the 2 annas,

current issue, watermarked, in a very red, minium shade, something
like the old unwatermarked 2 annas.

Jamaica.—We have not seen it mentioned before that there

are at least two distinct varieties of surcharge to be found on the

Postal Union card. In one the words " universal postal union "

measure 78& mm., and in the other 74 mm., and in the latter the

surcharge is in longer upright capitals than in the former.

Java.—Mr. Ashwell has asked us to try and elicit some trust-

worthy testimony as to the authenticity of the "vijf cent" surcharge

on the 12£ cent Java post cards. He is informed by his Dutch
correspondents that these cards are not to be obtained in Java

;

that they were never so surcharged in that colony, but rather, in

all probability, by some concocter of philatelic gems in Europe.

Luzon.—M. Moens says that the post card issued in 1879 is to

be found with the surcharge " convenio universal de correos "

in red as well as in black.

We have received a new Postal Union card, differing only as

regards colour and stamp from the Cuba cards just lately issued.

It bears five lines of inscription. 1st, " ultramar ;" 2nd, " union
postal universal;" 3rd, "union postale universelle ;" 4th,
" espana ;" 5th, " en este lado," &c. There are three ruled lines

for address, the first preceded by "a." The stamp, of the same
type as the adhesives last issued, is in the right upper angle.

3 c. de peso, rose ; size, 86-^ x 131 mm., or 3f x 5^ inches.

There are two types of the " habilitado para correos," 2|-

c.m.s. surcharge, which Ave described in February. In the one the

surcharge is of a more oval shape, as in that chronicled last month,
than in the other, which is comparatively circular.

New Granada-—M. Moens thus chronicles the issue of a

post card : "It bears in the left upper angle '
e. u. de c' in large

letters, crossed by ' tarjeta postal ;
' below, ' escribase en

seguida la direction solamente ;
' and at the bottom of the

card, ' y a la vuelta la communicacion.' There are four dotted

lines for address, the first preceded by ' a,' and the third by ' in.'

In the right upper angle is the stamp bearing the arms of the
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country, with a curved band above, incribed ' e.e.u.u. de Colom-

bia,' and another below with 'correos.' In the four angles are

the numerals of value in ovals."

5 centavos, brown on lilac-blue card ; size, 138 x 90 mm.

Peru.—The Timbre-Poste has heard of the 1 and 5 centavos

values, current Peru, with the word "lima," instead of "peru,"

in the oval surcharge.

Portugal.—We have a variety of the 20 reis blue card with
" sr." on first line of address, beneath the " d " of " d'este

"

above; size of card, 86x127 mm. So far as we know, this

variety has not been chronicled before.

The reply paid card, 10 + 10 reis, brown, has made its appearance.

Roumelia.—We have received from Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons,

and Co. the new 1 and 5 piastres stamps. They are similar in type

to those which we described hi January, and hi colour to the

Turkish stamps of the same values. The mistake of writing
" 1 piastre " in the plural is corrected in the Eoumelian stamp.

Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. inform us that two new post

cards are being prepared in Vienna, one single and one double, each

with places for adhesive stamps to be affixed.

20 paras, black on rose;

1 piastre ,, blue.

5 ,, rose on bine.

The Timbre-Poste figures another variety of surcharge, consisting

of the words " roumelie orientale " surcharged vertically, in oval

form, upon the current 10 paras of Turkey. M. Moens alludes to

this stamp as a provisional, but perhaps it may be relegated amongst
the R.O. series, of which the Eastern Eoumelians declined to accept.

Russia.—We have received the new 7 kopeck envelopes in

three different sizes. They are of white Avove paper, with plain,

tongued flap ; no watermark.

Envelope, 7 kop., slate ; sizes, 113^ x 74£, 144^ x 81, 140 x \\1\ mm.

St. Domingo.—In addition to the 1 centavo of the current

issue with rose-coloured burelage, which we described last month,
M. Moens says that he has seen all the values with the exception

of the 20 and 50 centavos, similarly altered.

2 c, reticulation lilac.
I 25 c, reticulation red.

5c, ,, rose. I 75 c, ,, yellow.

10 c, ,, ,, 1 peso ,, ,,

Servia.—The Timbre-Poste describes a post card which is now
obsolete, having been replaced by the 5 paras card, which we
described last month. It has the same stamp as the 10 paras

violet, but the inscription " carte-correspondance " is changed to

" carte postale." The Greek frame is larger, has a St. Andrew's
cross at each angle, and measures 114 x 67 mm., as against 1 13 x 65
mm. The three lines for address are closer, and the inscription is

in different characters.

10 paras, dull blue on pale rose.



NOVELTIES, DISCOVERIES, AND RESUSCITATIONS. 43

Sierra Leone.—The Postal Union card for this colony has made
its appearance. There are three lines of inscriptions : 1st, " union
postale universelle," "beneath which are the arms of Great Britain

;

2nd, "sierra leone;" 3rd, "the address only to be written on
this side." In the right upper corner is the stamp, of the same type
as the adhesive ; and the whole is surrounded by a Greek frame,

l^d., grey-blue on buff card.

Uruguay.—The Timbre-Poste announces new cards, "2a seria,

1880," same type as those last issued.

2 centesimos, ultramarine.

2 + 2 ,

,

vermilion-red.

Switzerland.—We understand that the designs for the proposed
new emission arebeing selected,

one at a time, with great de-

liberation. We annex cuts of

the two which have already

been decided upon. It is said

that they will not be issued to

the public before next autumn,
except perhaps in the case of

the 12 centimes, a new value,

for which there appears to be a demand, and of which there is of

course no stock on hand to be previously exhausted.

TobagO.—We have to thank Mr. William Clifford for the first

sight of a new value which proclaims the admission of Tobago into

the Postal Union. The stamp is identical in type, paper, water-

mark, and perforation with the rest of the series, but, like the

recently-issued Id., it has the word "postage" in the lower curve

of the circle which enframes the head.

Id., red-brown.

4d., bright green.

Turkey.—The following letter was read at the last meeting of

the Philatelic Society with reference to the Mount Athos stamps

and others of the current issue with the surcharge "Imprimes."
As the letter bears upon its face impressions of the surcharges

referred to, we are justified in concluding that they were applied

to the stamps in Constantinople, and that the stamps so surcharged

were supplied to the convents at Mount Athos.
" POSTES . IMPERIALES OTTOMANES-DIRECTION DU SERVICE INTER-

NATIONAL. Constantinople 25 Fevrier, 1881. Monsieur, je vous

retourne ci-indus la petite note sur laquelle vous trouverez les

renseignements demandes. La surcharge ' ImpHmes ' et le timbre

triangulaire applique sur les lettres provenant du Mont Athos,

n'ont servi que du terns du Caime pour eviter les fraudes. Agreez,"

&c. Signature illegible. The Caime was an issue of paper money,
but why the stamps should have been more tampered with during

its currency than at any other time, or why the stamps intended

for use at Mount Athos should have been more particularly pro-

tected than others, we must confess our inability to comprehend.
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Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. send us, in addition to the

stamps which we described last month, the 1, 2, and 5 piastres of

the latest issue with the :i catchak " surcharge.

The mistake of writing 1 piastre in the plural has been corrected

in the current stamp of that value.

Turk's Isles.—In addition to the varieties which we described

last month, there is a second type of the 2Jd. value, in which the

|^d. is smaller than in the other.

THE STAMPS OF MAURITIUS,
By CAPT. E. B. EVAy'S. R A.

REFERENCE LIST.

(Read at the Meeting of the Philatelic Society of London on the Hfl I

September. 1S47. Engraved faille douce; local manufacture : c

on thickish white paper : no watermark I Queen Victoria, with

diadem, to left, on ground . and perpendicular lii-

solid ground : above. " poseagb ;

" below, value in words ; on lei

office;" on right. " Mauritius :
" the las: two inscriptions both reading

upwards. One type .... alue.

Id orange-red.

2d. darkblue.
August (?). lS4v Similar to the above, but lettered post paed on left,

and twelve types of each value.

Note.—Some of the types of the Id. appear to have had a back

»

crossed diagonal (as well as perpendicular) lines. A specin.

existence, which shows this very plainly. Type 7 of the "2d. is lettered
'

PE>*OE."

These stamps continued in use for about ten years : and the plates having
been much worn by the number of printings wliich took place during that

time, they may reasonably be divided into two sets : viz. : 1. Inipr^

showing perpendicular as well as diagonal lines in the baekgroiu.

Impressions showing diagonal lines onlv.

L 1S4S to about 1854.

A. Thick white, or yellowish, paper.

Id orange-red.

2d deep blue, blue.

B. Thickish blue paper.

Id. vermilion.

aa (f)

I have only seen one specimen #n this latter paper. It is a fine early im-
pression of the Id., and the paper is a distinct blue, the col .'.most

the tluekness of ordinary blue wove writing-paper : quite different :

bluish paper most commonly found with these stamps, and to the thin blue
paper of later impressions.

C. Bluish paper (probably discoloured by the gum. &
Id. . . . rusty red.

•2d. . . . blue
v
varvinir).

•2. 1855 to 1nVv-9.

A. White paper ^yellowishl

Id. rusty red.

2d. blue (varying).
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This stamp was produced from the re-engraved plate of the 2d. of 1848.

It has been hitherto usually placed before the 2d. of March, 1859 ; but I am
more inclined to believe that it came after that 2d., and immediately before
the next native issue.

December, 1859. Lithographed ; local manufacture
;

profile of Queen
Victoria to left, with diadem ; lettered above, " Mauritius ; " below, value

in words ; Greek pattern on each side ; all on solid ground ; one type for

each value ; thick white laid paper.

Id blood-red, vermilion, pale red.

2d blue, pale blue, dull slatey-blue.

Specimens of the 2d. may be found reading " two pfnoe," but these are

simply due to defective printing.

March (?), 1860. Surface printed ; manufactured by Messrs. De la Rue
and Co. ;

profile of Queen Victoria to left in oval, enclosed in a rectangular
frame ; lettered above, " Mauritius ; " below, value hi words ; in colour, on
white curved labels ; white paper, unwatermarked, varying slightly in

thickness
; perf. 14-

Id lilac-brown, varying.

2d dark blue, pale blue.

4d rose, deep rose.

9d pale lilac, reddish-lilac.

Second type of Britannia series.

October, 1861.

6d lilac-brown.

Is yellow-green.

1862.

6d slate : perf. 14\, 15.

Is dark green
; perf. life, 15.

June (?), 1862. Type of 1860, but with small figures of value on each
side of the oval containing the head.

6d green.

Is. dark buff, buff.

November, 1862. The supply of Id. and 2d. stamps being temporarily

exhausted, the lilac Britannia, without indication of value, was issued as a

Id. stamp.
(Id.) . . . . . lilac.

Specimens of this stamp exist bearing the value " eight pence " sur-

charged in a semicircle, in black, over the head of Britannia. It is not

known when this surcharging took place ; but, at all events, one specimen is

known apparently authentically obliterated.

8d lilac.

(To be continued.)

THE POST CARDS OF FINLAND,

BY "A POST CARD COLLECTOR."

Part I. Type of Stamp, 1S66.

October, 1S71.

Medium-sized card, 130x88 mm. In centre of card at top, " korres-
pondanskort," arched and in shaded capitals ; below, " for " and " fin-

land" in two straight lines. Three dotted lines for address, the first

preceded by " till," and the third by " bestammelseort." The lower part

of card, which is separated from the upper by two thin plain straight lines,

is devoted to ttvo paragraphs of instructions. Stamp in upper left-hand

corner. The whole is surrounded by a neat Etruscan border. 123 x 80 mm.
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Type I. Variety I.

Par. 1. " ADDRESS ORTEN, ADDRESSEN."
Par. 2. "forpliktad."
8 p. Card, cream to buff; stamp and frame, yellow and pale yellow-green.

October, 1871.

Variety II.

Same as above.

Par. 1. "ADRESSEN, ADRESS-ORTEN."
Par. 2. "forpliktad."
8 p. Card, creamy ; stamp and frame, yellow-green.

Variety III.

Same as above.

Par. 1. " adressen " and " adressen-orten."
Par. 2. "forpligtad."
Ten horizontal and ten vertical lines on reverse.

8 p. Card, medium thickness, yellow-green ; stamp and frame, green.

November, 1871.

Variety IV.

Similar to Variety III., but dotted lines at back.

8 penni, yellow-green ; frame, yellow-green on yellow-buff.

8 „ „ „ „ on buff.

8 „ „ „ „ on dark brownish-buff.

8 „ „ „ „ greenish-buff.

8 „ light green and green ; frame, yellow-green, on glazed creamy-buff.

8 „ green „ ,, ,, on pink-buff card.

A variety of shades of the above are to be found.

Variety V.

Similar to Variety IV., but ruled lines at back.

8 penni, light yellow-green, yellow-green, blue-green ; frame, dark green,
on glazed light creamy-buff.

8 penni, yellow-green, green, and light green ; frame, dark green, on thick
glazed yellow-green card.

A variety of shades of the above are to be found.

October, 1872.

Type II. Variety I.

Medium-sized card (132 x 88). At top inscription in three languages, and
in three lines. " till " and " bestammelseort " omitted. No dotted lines

for address. At bottom another three lines of instructions. Stamp in upper
left-hand corner. The whole surrounded by a neat Etruscan border (123 x 81).

At back ten ruled lines, surrounded by Etruscan border, which is interrupted

at top and sides by instructions in three languages.

8 penni, light yellow-green, dark yellow-green, and light green ; frame,

dark green, on thick buff (unglazed).

Variety II.

Same as above, only with additional inscription in small black type on the
left-hand side, under stamp, printed upwards. (Two sub-varieties.)

First Sub- Variety.

In last Russian word of this additional inscription the third letter has a

n for LI, with and without period at end of Russian instructions.

8- penni, light yellow-green, dark yellow-green, green ; frame, dark green,

on deep buff.
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Second Sub- Variety.

Error corrected. No period end of instruction.

8 penni, yellow-green ; frame, dark yellow-green, on deep buff.

June, 1873.

Similar to previous, but no inscription at side, as part of it is added to the

instructions at bottom.
The following changes are introduced :

" KORRESPONDENSKORT " for " KORRESPONDANSKORT."
" KIRJEVAIHTOKORTTI " for " KIRJEWAIHTOKORTTI."

At bottom, the first line of instructions runs :
" Pa denna sida tecknas

endast adressen och adress-orten. Till Ryssland pa ryska." Two varieties.

Variety I.

At top, second line of instructions with a round full stop ; third line, a dot

over " i " in last word, square full stop.

8 penni, yellow-green, dark green ; frame, dark green ; salmon card.

8 „ yellow-green, green, dark green; frame, yellow-green to intense

green ; light yellow-buff card.

January, 1874.

Variety II.

Second line of instructions with square period; third line, no dot over "i"
in last word, round full period.

8 penni, yellow-green ; frame, dark green ; deep buff card.

8 „ light green ; frame, yellow-green (shades) ; light buff card.

8 „ dark green ; frame, dark green ; salmon card.

8 „ green ; frame, dark green ; light pink-buff card.

Provisionals. July, 1875.

Similar to issue of January, 1874. Provisional 8 p. x 8 p., prepared by the
postal authorities by means of printing a second 8 p. below the one already
impressed.

8 penni, yellow-green ; frame, yellow-green ; on light buff card.

July, 1875.

Inscriptions altered.

1. "brefkort (till ort mom Finland)."
2. "kirtekortti (suomenmaassa)."
3. Russian translation.

Instructions at bottom, except " Till Ryssland Pa Ryska " and its trans-

lations, which are omitted. Stamp (type 1S66) to right.

10 penni, mauve ; frame, mauve ; on buff card.

froxtcMngs of % f Irilatelit ,§ocictn of lon&on.

The tenth meeting of the season was held at the Secretary's Chambers, 13,

Gray's Inn Square, on the 26th March, 1881, the President in the chair.

After the minutes of the previous meeting had been read and approved, the
Secretary read a letter addressed to the President by Dr. Legrand, Secretary
to the French Society, acknowledging with thanks the receipt of the London
Society's Proceedings. The Secretary announced the presentation to the
Society of the complete issue of The Philatelic World by Mr. Bogert, of

Brooklyn, New York ; and of El Filotelista by Mr. G. Michelsen, of

Bogota, United States of Columbia, for which the thanks of the Society
were accorded.
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The business of the day was to examine the Reference List of the Stamps
of Mauritius, prepared by Captain Evans ; and more especially to enquire

into the points connected with the twopenny stamps of the third and fourth

issues, upon which Captain Evans and Dr. Legrand differ.

In the paper contributed to the Paris Congress of 187S, Captain Evans
placed the twopence, large head, supposed to be the twopence of the second
issue re-engraved by Mr. Sherwin, as prior in point of emission to the 2d.

,

small head, of which he designates Mr. Lapirot as the engraver. Dr.
Legrand, in an exhaustive critique of this suggestion (vide Memoires du
Congre's Internationale des Timbrqphiles), transposes this order, and sums
up against Captain Evans's views as follows :

" 1. The issue of the small

head, with short band, took place towards the end of 1858. . . . This

stamp was the handiwork of Mr. Sherwin. 2. The large head, with band,

was issued during the course of 1859. It was made by Mr. Lapirot. The
twelve stamps forming the plate are arranged in the same manner as are

those on the plate of the second issue, and it is probable that their origin

was the plate engraved by Mr. Barnard re-engraved as regards those parts

which had become worn out." In that portion of his monograph on the

Stamps of Mauritius which appeared in No. 16 of the Philatelic Record,

and also in a letter addressed by Captain Evans to Dr. Legrand (a transla-

tion of which is given in the twentieth fascicule of the French Society's

Bidletin), Captain Evans shows pretty conclusively that the twopence, small

head, was the new plate engraved by Mr. Lapirot ; but, although still ex-

pressing some uncertainty upon the point, he is rather inclined to share Dr.

Legrand's opinion that this stamp was used prior to the twopence large head,

with band. Dr. Legrand's remarks upon Captain Evans's letter are con-

tained in the same issue of the Bidletin, which had not been published at

the time when Captain Evans placed that portion of his monograph which
appeared in No. 26 of the Record, in the hands of the Secretary to the

Philatelic Society. Dr. Legrand's reply amounts to this : that whilst ad-

hering to his opinion, which Captain Evans no longer combats, that the
small head was issued prior to the large head, he has further arrived at the
conclusion that not only was the small head engraved by Mr. Lapirot, as

Captain Evans has all along maintained, but that the twopence, large head,

was re-engraved by the same person.

This conclusion was generally shared in by the members present, always
supposing that the twopence, large head, is a re-engraving of the twopence
of the second issue, which the President doubts, inclining to believe that it

was a new plate altogether. But in any case, whether the plate was a new
one or the old one retouched, it seems most likely that Mr. Lapirot was the
engraver who produced the twopence large head. Captain Evans has shown
that Mr. Sherwin returned the former, or second plate, unfinished, or rather,

in all probability, almost untouched. Had it been returned in the state

from which the large head was subsequently printed, Mr. Lapirot could
hardly have pronounced it, "Too far gone to produce a good impression ;

"

for, as a matter of fact, the impressions from this plate are excellent, and it

is only in the design that the stamp falls short. The plate of the twopence,
small head, was undoubtedly engraved by Mr. Lapirot to be used in lieu of

the worn-out one of the second issue. The new plate seems to have worn
badly, and when it, in turn, became useless, then either the plate which he
had previously condemned was given him to touch up or else he engraved a
new one. In either case the twopence, large head, was the result of his

labours, and was used for a short time until the pair of stamps lithographed
by Mr. Dardenne were ready for the public. In the discussion upon this

subject, both Dr. Legrand and Captain Evans have to a certain extent con-
verted one another ; and the minor points upon which they are still unagreed
are relatively of small importance.

Upon the conclusion of the day's business the Secretary showed some post
cards and envelopes mounted upon Mr. W. R. Freeman's system. One
objection urged against it was, that if the envelopes are mounted in this

manner in a book, instead of on sheets, they are apt to flap over when the
leaves are turned, and thus incur the risk of getting " dogs'-eared." He also
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showed, on behalf of a correspondent, a recently-issued Russian Red Cross

envelope, and some of the obsolete Hungarian envelopes utilized by having
the current adhesives stuck over the original stamps. There were also ex-
hibited the provisional ^d. Cyprus, with the word " halfpenny " surcharged
in two different types ; the medio real of Costa Rica, surcharged " 2 ots. ;

"

and the current Id. South Australia, with a double surcharge of " 0. s."

The Secretary read a letter, communicated by Mr. Campbell, from the

Post Office at Constantinople, explaining the purpose of the surcharges of

"Imprimis" and the lettered triangle upon the Mount Athos stamps. It

was thought that the explanation made the matter rather more obscure.

REFERENCE LIST OF THE POSTAGE STAMPS, ETC,
OF NEW ZEALAND,

Compiled at the Meeting held on the 29th January, 1881.

Issue I. 1S55.

Three values.—Engraved on steel by Humphreys, and printed by Messrs.

Perkins, Bacon, and Co., of London. Coloured impression on stout wove
blue paper ; white gum ; no watermark. Design, three-quarter face bust

portrait of Queen Victoria, crowned, with garter, ribbon, and royal robes, in

low-necked chess, on engine-turned background within a double-lined circle,

which nearly touches the sides of the stamp. Above and following the

upper curve of the circle are the words " new Zealand " in the hue of the

paper upon colour. Beneath the circle upon a small straight label, in small

letters, is the word "postage" in colour. This label rests upon another
straight one, forming the bottom of the stamp, which is changeable with the

value, and inscribed with the value in full in the hue of the paper upon
colour, and has a small double-lined square at each end containing a conven-
tional ornament. The spandrels are filled in with ornamentation resembling an
ceil de perdrix groundwork, and are so strongly shaded in the upper corners

as to give them the appearance of being rounded off. The inscriptions on
the Id. and 2d. are in Roman capitals, and on the Is. in block letters. Shape,
longish upright rectangular ; imperforate.

POSTAGE ,,

T . NEW ZEALAND . B . 0NE pENNY TW0 PENCE . ONE SHILLING.

Id., vermilion.

2d., blue and slaty-blue (very distinct shades).

Is., green (a yellowish shade).

Remarks.—One die did duty for all the values, the designation of which
in the bottom label was altered in each case. Unused copies of this issue

are rare, and the shilling is practically unattainable hi this condition.

Issue II. 1859.

Four values.—Precisely similar in design to the preceding, and from the
same dies. The sixpence, like the shilling, has the value in block letters.

Coloured impression upon white paper ; white gum ; no watermark. The
paper is soft, unsurfaced, and varies greatly in substance. Sets may be made
from very thick to very thin.

Id., orange-vermilion, pale to dark \

2d., blue, bright and dull r • . .

6d., reddish-brown, light and dark (
mrpertorate.

Is., pale green, blue-green. )

Series on hard white paper, slightly surfaced ; no watermark ; imperforate.
Id., orange-red (shades).

2d., deep, bright and pale blue.

6d., orange-bistre, pale and dark fawn.
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Varieties.—Some of the values of this issue are to he found with un-
official perforations. The following are known to the Society :

A are on the soft, unsurfaced paper.

B are on the hard, slightly-surfaced paper.

Rouletted.
Rough pin-hole perforations,

about 10.

Serrated fine perforations,

about 16.

Id. A B

2d. B B

6d. A B A B

Is. B A B

imperforate.

Issue III. 1862-3.

Four values.—Identical in design with the preceding issues. Coloured
impression upon very thin greyish paper (the pelure of catalogues) ; white
gum ; no watermark.

Id., orange to carmine shades of vermilion \

2d.
,
pale lavender, ultramarine f

6d., grey to blackish-brown, red-brown (

Is., dark green, green. ;

Varieties.—The 6d. dark brown and Is. of this issue exist unofficially

rouletted, and all the four values machine perforated 13.

To this period, late in 1863, must be referred the twopence, on thick

white paper; no watermark; machine perforated 13. This stamp is

somewhat carelessly printed.

2d., blue, deep blue
;
perf. 13.

Issue IV. 1862-3.

Five values.—Unchanged in design. The new one, Threepence, has the

value in block letters. Coloured impression upon white paper varying in

substance
;

yellowish gum ; watermark, a large six-rayed star. In the

margin of the sheet are five parallel lines, forming a border to the whole.

The paper varies much in thickness.

Id., orange-red, vermilion, deep crimson \

2d. , blue, deep, light and chalky, and ultramarine

3d., bright violet, -violet, violet-brown, lilac |- imperforate.

6d., red, black, and dull-brown
Is., dark and yellow-green (shades) j

Varieties.—The 2d. and Is. are found on paper showing a distinctly blue
appearance, probably due to the gum. All five values and shades of each
exist unofficially rouletted ; the dents of the roulette are wide. Other
values are found with a fine pin perforation measuring about 16 ; viz., the
2d., 3d., and 6d. ; and the 6d. and Is. with an oblique perforation.

Issue V. 1864.

Four values, of the same design as the preceding, seem to have been issued

in 1864. They are printed in colour upon white paper varying in substance,

and are watermarked with the block letters " n. z." instead of with a star.

Id., vermilion (a carmine shade) \

2d., pale blue f imperf., rouletted (all save the 6d.),

6d., red-brown ( and machine perf. 13.

Is., green (shades) )

Remarks.—The 6d. of this series rouletted has not been met with. Moens
catalogues it, however. The Is. is also known with oblique serrated perfora-

tions. The paper with the watermark "n. z." was manufactured specially
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for the fiscal stamps of the colony, and during a temporary lack of that ap-

propriated to postage stamps was made use of for this issue.

Issue VI. 1863-66.

Six values.—Identical in design with the preceding. The new one, Four-
pence, issued in 1865, has the value printed in block letters. Coloured
impression upon white paper varying in substance ; wliite gum ; watermark,
six-rayed star.

Id., vermilion, orange \

2d. , deep, pale, and chalky-blue

3d. , bright, pale, and brown-violet, purple
officiallv machine

4d. , dull red
lomciaiiy n acinne

4d., canary-yellow, orange (1866), ochre-yellow Per '

6d., red, black, and dull-brown
Is., dark and yellow-green (shades) /

Varieties.—A set of this issue may also be made up on very thin, almost
pelure, paper.

Issue VII. 1872.

Three values of preceding types, but changed as regards colour. Coloured
impression on white paper, varying in substance ; white gum ; watermark,
six-rayed star

;
perl 13.

Id., deep and pale bistre (and also compound perf. 10 x 13)
j

2d., vermilion, orange „ „ [
imperforate.

6d., pale and full blue „ „ )

Varieties.—The 2d. of this issue is also to be found : first, without

watermark ; second, watermarked "n. z. ; " and third, on paper more or less

distinctly laid with a lozenge-patterned watermark ; all perf. 13. The 6d.

exists imperforate horizontally.

(To be continued*)

Notts anir ^ucrtcs.

R. T. N.— 1. We cannot tell you the value of the |d. match stamp
which was prepared for use under Mr. Lowe's Chancellorship of the

Exchequer. Perhaps some of our readers who collect fiscals can help

you. We believe that the stamp has been forged. 2. Take as a speci-

men of a stamp on laid paper the 3 grote, and of one on wove the

5 Sgr. of Bremen. 3. Perforated stamps are those which have portions

of the paper punched out and removed, like our current issues. Rouletted

stamps are those with slits, of greater or less length, as in the current

Nicaraguas. Good examples of the saw-perforation, which does not
remove any portion of the paper to which it is applied, are found in the

second issue of Bremen. The "Susse" perforation wTas that applied to

the French stamps in 1861, prior to their official perforation, by the

private firm of Susse Freres, of Paris. 4. Yes. In that condition the
stamp is neither used nor unused. 5. The approximate dates of the

two first issues of Ceylon are 1857 and 1861. They comprise the im-
perforate and perforate stamps with star watermark. The issue water-

marked C.C. and crown came out in 1864-66. 6. Some advanced
collectors take them, but it is not necessary.

C. G.—Serve you right.

Drocer and Roulette.—Declined with thanks.

A. H.—Thanks for your letter, which we have utilized. To the best

of our belief the 1/- Great Britain remains unchanged as to watermark,
and will probably be superseded by a new stamp before such change

Messrs. Femberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherd's Bush, London. W.
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LTHOUGH, as we "believe, no Philatelic Society has

ever been founded in Spain, and no philatelic periodicals

are now published within her boundaries, we are in-

debted to Spaniards for the best works which have as

yet heen written by any individuals or societies upon

the stamps of their own countries. Appreciative

reference has already been made in our pages to the work of

Sehor Esteban Argiles, whose reference list of the stamps of Spam

and Colonies was published by M. Ventura, at Saragossa, in 1879
;

and we have now before us a still more important work upon the

same subject, which bears the title, Resena Historico-Descriptivci

de los Sellos de Correo de Espana, and is written by Sehor Antonio

Fernandez Duro, one of the principal functionaries in the Central

Post Office of Madrid. Neither the time nor the space at our

command will admit of our giving a detailed description of this

most valuable contribution to philatelic literature, the contents of

which we have not yet had time to master, but which is evidently

a storehouse of future reference and quotation. We cannot but

regret that the book is not written in some other language more

generally known than Spanish, and we believe that a translation,

say into French, would repay anyone who undertook to produce it.

Never before has any work of the kind been published which can

compete with Sehor Duro's for completeness and accuracy of detail.

The description of every stamp, or issue of stamps, is accompanied

by the name of the engraver, and by a recital of the government
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decrees bearing upon its emission and suppression—a mass of in-

valuable information to which probably no one who did not hold

the high official position of Sehor Duro could have had access. A
full account is given of the numerous frank stamps which are

employed in the departments of State and by public corpora-

tions ; but, on the other hand, strange to say, no mention is made of

the Don Carlos emissions, or of the government telegraph stamps.

As a matter of course, such omissions as these must be intentional,

and not accidental. We can hardly suppose that Senor Duro can

have been actuated by an overstrained idea of patriotism in passing

over the Don Carlos issues in silence. Philatelists, in the pursuit

of their study, are of no sides in politics, and glean consolation,

where others find none, upon the fields of civil war and revolu-

tion, out of the rage, turmoil, and wreckage of which they have

contemplatively fished some of their chiefest treasures. We are

therefore inclined to think that Senor Duro has not referred to the

Don Carlos stamps, which had so ephemeral a currency during the

last Carlist insurrection, simply because it is not in his power to

give that minute information respecting their emission and emplojr-

ment which so pre-eminently distinguishes all that upon which he

writes with authority. He tells us that every stamp of the mother

country and her colonies, with the exception of the native-printed

Philippines of 1854 to 1863, and the home issue of 1876, which

was engraved in London, were produced at the Fabrica national

del Sello, or National Stamp Factory, at Madrid. In 1876 the

Sotiedad del Timbre obtained the contract for supplying the new

issue for that year, and procured the stamps from London. They

were, however, found to be more costly than those of home and

government manufacture, and the experiment has not been repeated.

We shall hardly be accused of insular arrogance if we venture to

express the opinion that the 1876 was the best, and probably the

least forged, of any of the Spanish issues.

At haphazard we pounce upon a few items of information which

are certainly new to collectors. The seven stamps, bearing the

arms of Spain, which superseded the emission of 1853, have

generally been lumped together as one issue of 1854, although it

was supposed that the 2 cuartos, green, the only stamp of the
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series which is undated, preceded the other values by a short time.

But SefLor Duro shows us a Royal decree of the 29th May, 1853,

creating the stamps of 6 cuartos, 2, 5, and 6 reales, which were in

use from the 1st January to the 31st October, 1854. Another

decree, dated the 1st September, 1854, after reciting certain

changes in the postal tariff, declares these values, with the excep-

tion of the 2 reales, to be obsolete, and creates the new stamps of

2 and 4 cuartos and 1 real, which, together with the 2 reales pre-

viously issued, circulated from the 1st November, 1854, until the

31st March, 1855. Another error under which we have laboured

is, that the stamps of 1855-57 were three intentionally distinct

issues. As a matter of fact, which the identity of the design and

the comparative identity of colour should help to demonstrate,

there was only meant to be one issue for the three years. On the

8th March, 1855, was decreed the creation of the 2 and 4 cuartos

and 1 and 2 reales, which were printed and issued on the blue laid

paper, watermarked with loops. About the 28th December, 1855,

the supply of this paper at the National Factory having become

exhausted, a circular bearing that date was addressed by the

General Post Office to its branches, notifying to the subordinate

officials that they were not to refuse stamps printed on paper other

than that to which they were accustomed, provided that the stamps

appeared to be otherwise genuine, and explaining that henceforth

the adhesives would be printed on the white laid paper, water-

marked with crossed diagonal lines. On the 14th April, 1856,

another circular was issued by the General Post Office, intimating

that the supply of this paper was also exhausted, and that the

stamps would be printed on plain unwatermarked paper. Thus it

will be seen that, although we have not been far out in our classifi-

cation of the order in which these stamps were issued, there was

yet but one Royal decree—that of the 8th March, 1855—which

affected their creation, and the differences in paper and watermark

were merely adventitious.

Skipping many pages, we arrive at a solution of the mystery

which has hitherto enshrouded the meaning of the 25 cent de

peseta, Porto Rico, issue 1877, surcharged with the letter "R."

Nothing can be simpler than the explanation when it is set before

27*
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us. The supply of the 25 cent de peseta receipt, or Recihos, fiscals

having run short, the postage stamps of similar value were con-

verted into the desiderated fiscals by surcharging them with

an "E."

But for the present we must cease quoting from this excellent

book, a perusal of which we most heartily recommend to all our

readers who can tinker a little at Spanish, which is after all not so

difficult. The author is thoroughly straightforward, and adheres

closely to the task which he has set himself. He is not above

acknowledging outside assistance, and more than once bears testi-

mony to the help he has derived from the Catalogue of Spanish

Stamps, published by the Philatelic Society of London. He is

wrong, however, in supposing that this was the unaided compila-

tion of our esteemed friend, Mr. V. G. de Ysasi, who, although he

lent a vigorous hand to the work, was only one of a band of

enthusiastic fellow-labourers. Seiior Duro's book will be still more

highly appreciated in days to come, and by others than philatelists

only. Work like this has to be done, and the longer it is delayed

the greater will be the difficulties, already great, in the way of

accomplishing it. It is a pity that the Post Office officials of other

countries do not emulate his example. They have access to those

Decrees, Treasury warrants, Orders in Council, and other documents

of the sort, a perusal of which is so absolutely necessary to those

who undertake to compile an intelligent and accurate description of

the stamps of a country, and which are, as a rule, so jealously

guarded by officials from the profane inspection of the laity. In

conclusion, we would add that Sehor Duro's work, which consists

of over 250 double-column imperial octavo pages, illustrated by

115 cuts, may be obtained from our publishers.
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Ifmnjftiijs, JHsjjm^rtp, nnt \pmxplniwm.

Antofagasta.—M. Moens is informed by a correspondent of

the existence of a 50 centavos value similar in design to the

octagonal typographed 10 centavos.

50 centavos, blue.

Azores.—The 5 reis black, and the 50 reis blue, current issue

Portuguese, now circulate in the Azores with the usual surcharge.

5 reis. red ) -,

50 „ black
{surcharge.

Captain Evans sends us the following varieties to add to our list

of post cards ; viz.,

Large sized cards. Sr to left of D'Este. 30 reis, yelloio-green.

20x20 ,, blue.

Small ,, ,, Sr almost under D\ 30 ,, green.

British Guiana.—Some of the registration envelopes now in

use in this colony seem from their size to have been originally

intended for sugar-bags. They have three lines of inscription

;

1st, "British guiana registered letter," in Eoman capitals,

underlined ; 2nd and 3rd, " this letter must be given to an
OFFICER OF THE POST OFFICE TO BE REGISTERED AND A RECEIPT

be obtained for it," in block letters. A ruled space for the stamp
in the right upper corner bears the legend, in six Lines, " Stamp

—

for— postage—to be—placed—here." The upper part of the

envelope is ruled off by two lines, and in the lower left corner is a

rectangular space inscribed in two lines, " name and address—of
sender," in block letters. The stamp upon the flap is embossed,

and comprises the profile of Her Majesty, to left, in white, upon
ground of solid colour, within a pearled circle which is enframed

by an outer circle inscribed in block letters upon reticulated

ground, "British guiana registration fee— four cents."

Another border of pearls completes the design. The flap is plain,

and the seam scallopped, and the upper part bears the name of the

contractors, Messrs. Mc Corquodale and Co. Only the reverse side

of the envelope has the conventional imitation-string lines. Stamp,
lines, and inscriptions are in scarlet-vermilion. We have seen the

following sizes :

t, • , .. i . \ sizes, 154x97 mm., or 6iT;-x 3r inches.
.Registration envelope, 4 cents, I '

909 ,-197 s x *5

scarlet-vermilon, on white > 9Q9 159 " " llivfi "
wove paper, linen-lined.

^ 254x177,',' " 10x6M ,','
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Bulgaria.—The Timbre-Poste describes the new post card for

this country. It has the same frame as the 10 centimes card ; but
the second line of inscription takes the place of the first, and the

second, which was in French, is replaced by one in Eussian charac-

ters. The directions occupy one line.

5 Statinki, blue-green.

Cuba.—It appears that we have omitted to chronicle a value of

this year's series which was issued some time after the others.

2 c. de peseta, carmine.

Cyprus.—Mr. William Clifford sends us the following extract

from a letter, dated 23rd April, addressed to him by one of the

Post Office staff at Larnaca :
" I believe in my last I informed you

that the new stamps would be issued on the 1st May. Well, we
had already published a notice to that effect in all parts of the

island, when, two weeks ago, a Government order came down from

head-quarters telling us to take down the notice, and to continue

the issue of the current stamps until further notice. I asked the post-

master to-day when he thought that the new stamps would be issued,

and he said no date was yet fixed, owing to some legal difficulty.

The new stamps are of the values of ^, 1, 2, 4 and 6 piastres."

Ecuador.—The Philatelic World gives the

following list of the new stamps, one of which
we described last month,

desism for each value.

There is a different

1 centavo, brown. 1 10 centavos, orange
2 ,, lake. 20 ,, slate.

5 , , blue.
1

50 ,, green.

French Colonies.—VAmi des Timbres announces that the

new stamps for use in the colonies are ready, but will not be put
in circulation for three months. The design,

as given in the magazine just quoted, corresponds

exactly with the description which we gave in

December, 1879, except that the numerals of

value are in a double lined rectangular frame,

hiding a portion of the design, and placed rather

to the left of the stamp instead of in the centre,

as in those used at home.

1 cent., black on blue paper.

2

4

5

10
20

brown
violet

green
black
brick

bistre

blue

green
lilac

Yperf. U.

(25 cent., yellow on yellow paper.

30 ,, brown ,, bistre ,,

135 ,, black ,, yellow ,,

40 ,, vermilion on bistre
,

,

75 ,, carmine ,, rose

1 fr., bronze-green on light green

Great Britain.—It is only lately that the three-halfpenny post
card, bearing the additional inscription " and Ireland," has come
into circulation.
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Grenada.—We are indebted to Messrs. Whitfield, King, and
Co. for the first sight of three novelties for this island. When we
say that two of them are provisional postage stamps, we need hardly

add that they are surcharged. First we have the purple stamp,

surcharged in black instead of in blue

—

"postage" above, and
" half-penny " in a straight line below, in block letters. Then
we have a stamp of the same design (probably a fiscal), lake-red in

colour, surcharged " postage" above, and " two pence half-penny"
in a curve following the outline of the lower part of the circle

which encloses the portrait, also in black block letters.—The post

card has three lines of inscription. 1st, " union postale univer-

selle;" 2nd, "Grenada (de Grenada);" 3rd, "the address only,"

&c. The stamp, in the right upper corner, has the diademed profile

of Her Majesty, to left, on ground of horizontal lines, within a

white-bordered oval. Fancy labels above and below portrait, lettered

"postage" and "penny halfpenny" respectively. The remainder
of the stamp is decorated with conventional ornaments, and would
be of upright rectangular shape, but that the angles are rounded !

No border, reverse side plain. Makers, De La Rue and Co.

[Just as we are going to press Ave have received a third pro-

visional adhesive ; viz., a blue stamp, of the same type as the

other two, surcharged in black, block letters, " postage " above,

and " four pence " below the portrait, both inscriptions in straight

lines.]

Provisional Adhesives.

^d., surcharged in black on purple fiscal, without value expressed.

2|d. ,, ,, lake-red fiscal, ,, ,,

4d. ,, ,, blue ,, „

Postal Union Card.

lid., red-brown, on very thin buff card ; size, 122J x 86 mm.

Holland.—We have received the new unpaid letter stamps,

which are similar in design to the 5 and 10 cents

issued in 1870. Smith's Circular gives a list of

eleven values, differing from the ten chronicled

in the Timbre-Poste. We have only seen eight

;

but it appears that the new 5 and 10 cents will

not be issued until the stock of those values on
coloured paper is used up. The stamps are

printed in ultramarine on white paper, and have

the numerals of value and the word " cent " in

the centre, in black, except in the highest value, which has

gulden " printed in red.

1 cent, blue and black / 12i cents, blue and black

14 „ ,. \ 15 t S >> »»

24 „ „ > per/. 12 <20- „
5 )» )) )) 25 „ „

10 „ „ „ . V 1 gulden ,, red.
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The new 5 cent post card is now in use, and diners from the

2^- cent card, described last month, in the stamp, which is of the

type of the 5 cent adhesive, and in not having the prefix "Aaiv"
on the first line for address.

5 cent, blue, on light blue tinted card ; reverse side white ; 138 x 92 mm.,
or 5f x 3f inches.

Hungary.—M. Moens announces in one and the same breath

that certain values of these stamps were, during last month, printed

on watermarked paper, and that the watermark has already been

suppressed. The watermark consisted of fifteen ovals in the sheet

of stamps, in eight rows of seven, each oval containing the letters

K. p., standing for Kir Posta, or Royal Post. The values seen by
M. Moens on the watermarked paper are the current 2, 5, and 10

kreuzers.

Hyderabad.—(Esperons qu'il va etre content, cet excellent

M. Moens).—The stamps of Hyderabad, hitherto known to the

vulgar as The Deccan, with their wonderful surcharges in black,

red, and purple, have more than once aroused in us a demon of

mistrust, which Ave have never seriously set ourselves to exorcise.

We quote Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. upon the subject.

They say : "A correspondent in Hyderabad, a Government official,

offers to supply us with any Deccan stamps, printed to order in

any colour we please, and has sent us a few specimens, which we
enclose, of what he can do. Perhaps it is well that this should be

made known, as a caution to collectors, and in the interests of

philately. We shall certainly refrain from ordering ; and if we
offer any for sale, it shall only be as proofs." Bravo, Messrs. Stan-

ley, Gibbons, and Co. ! And please remember that the officials at

Constantinople appear to be quite as obliging as those in Hyderabad.
The specimens sent us are the skeleton types in red and in bright

green, and the oblong stamp in violet-brown.

Italy.—The current 20 centcsimi, head of King Humbert, with

white stars in the corners, is now in use, surcharged "estero."

Jamaica.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us one of the

registration envelopes in use in Jamaica. They are of exactly the

same pattern as those current here, but have no stamp on the flap.

We have been shown, on behalf of Messrs. Winch Bros., two
Jamaica fiscal stamps, which have done postal duty, and winch the

owners have had in their possession for some time.

Fiscal stamps used for postage, l|d.
,
pale ultramarine.

,, ,, ,, 3d., lilac.

Java.—M. Moens calls attention to the fact that the 2 and 25

cents are now printed in somewhat different shades.

2 cents, red-brown.
25 , , brown-violet.
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Labuan.—Another provisional ! The 12 cents surcharged ce°™
in two lines across the centre of the stamp, no attempt being made
to obliterate the original value.

8 cents (provisional), surcharged in black on the 12 cents, carmine.

We have also received the Labuan Postal Union card. It has

four lines of inscriptions. 1st, "union postale universelle ;

"

2nd, "labuan;" 3rd, "post card," divided by the arms of Great

Britain ; 4th, " the address," &c. It bears a stamp of the same
type as the adhesives in the right upper corner.

4 cents, green on light buff ; 120 x 89 mm., or 4f x 3J inches.

Luzon.-—-Another provisional ! This time it is the 2\ c. de

peso postage stamp, Type 1880, surcharged in black, " habilitado

correos—2 cent de peso," as in the stamp which we described in

March.

Provisional. 2 c. de peso, surcharged in black on the 2 c. de peso, brown.
Type 1880.

New Granada.—The current 20 centavos, as well as the 10
centavos, now seems to be printed upon slightly blued, instead of

on white paper.

20 centavos, blue on blue paper.

New South Wales.—In addition to those which we have
already described, the following values have been surcharged o.s.

for official use, and are in circulation.

5d., green, red surcharge. 10d., lilac, red surcharge.

9d., red-brown, ,, |
5s., violet, black ,,

Porto Rico.—At a recent meeting of the Philatelic Society, a

specimen of the 5 c. de peseta, lake, of 1879, was shown, with the

inscription " porto ricc," the last letter being a most distinct c,

and not a malformed o.

Portugal.—Capt. Evans writes to us :
" I can add to your list

of Portuguese post cards, as I have both the 30 reis and the

20 x 20 reis in the two varieties. Mine run as follows :

Large sized cards. Sr to left of D'Estc. 20 reis, blue.

Small ,, ,, Sr almost under D'. 20x20 ,, „
,, ,, ,, „ ,, ,, ,, 30 „ green (not ijelloiv-green).

Roumania.—The new 25 bani is now in circulation. It is

precisely similar in design to the 15 bani which we described in

September last.

25 bani, blue
;
per/. 12.

Russia.—Captain Evans tells us that he has the 10 kopeck
envelope, largo size, type of 1872, surcharged 7 kopecs in red.

In addition to the three sizes of the new 7 kopeck envelopes

which we described last month Ave have received another, measuring
139i x 57 mm.
The "Enquiry" card, which we described in our August number

of last year, is now issued with the extra inscriptions on the face

in rose-red instead of in black, as heretofore.
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St. Domingo.—The envelopes before us appear to be intended

for use in the office of the President of the Republic. The stamp,

which is in the left upper corner of the envelope, has the arms of

the state on a background of horizontal lines, enframed by three

distinct circles. The first is lettered republica dominicana above,

and has reticulations below, and the date 1880. The second is

composed of straight lines converging towards the centre, and the

third is inscribed servicio nacional el presidente de la

republica. There are three sizes at any rate, and perhaps more.

Oifi
'

1 F 1 {
Dark blue on white laid paper, 9 x 3xf inches.

without expressed value. )
" n i -"i v v

8 /L? "as1
{ ,, blue laid paper, linen lined, 10£x4f ins.

Sierra Leone.—In addition to the post card described last

month, the Timbre-Poste signals another value. It has three lines

of inscriptions. 1st, "union postale universelle," with the arms

of Great Britain below ; 2nd, "sierra leone;" 3rd, "the address,"

&c. In the right upper angle is the stamp, of the same type as

the adhesives. The whole is framed by a Greek-patterned border.

Id., carmine on light buff. Size of frame, 118 x 79 mm.

Sweden.—We have seen a variety of the 6 ore post card with

short inscription beneath the word "brefkort," which has the stamp

in right upper angle merely embossed, and not printed in colour.

Tolima.—UAmi des Timbres for April figures two hitherto

undescribed stamps for this sovereign portion of the United States

of Columbia. The first is a Oubierta, with large fancy numeral 5
in the right and left upper corners. The upper part of the numeral

is surmounted by five stars, and is inscribed "curreos." From
the lower part of the numeral a female head, inscribed " libertad,"

peeps forth, and says reproachfully to the artist, "What atrocities

are committed in my name." The inscriptions between the numerals

consist of, first, " estados unidos de Colombia," in a straight line

of block letters, and then two inscriptions, side by side, of five

lines each, the upper and lower lines being curved, and each word
being ornamented with flourishes. The left-hand inscription reads,

" CORREOS DEL ESTADO SOBERANO—DEL TOLIMA," and that to the

right, " CERTIFICACION CON CONTENIDO VALE 5 CENTAVos."

Then comes the usual " Sal'16 de—en—de—187-—," and upon the

ruled lower portion of the label the word " Remite" all in script

type. The other stamp, for registered letters, is very similar in

design to the New Granada stamp issued in 1865,

and used for the same purpose, but is less than half

the size. It has the same six-rayed star in the centre,

but with the letter "a" upon the netted ground, and
the numerals 50 in the points of the star. The central

design is enframed by a white circle, inscribed in

Colour, " CORREOS DE E° S° DE TOL1MA—CINCUENTA CENTAVOS," the

two inscriptions being divided by star like ornaments."

Cubierta. 5 centavos, ochre on white paper.

Registration Stamp. 50 ,, milky-blue ,,
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Turkey";—A new value is now current of the emp. ottoman
type, printed in the same colours as the Eastern Roumelian stamp

of similar value.

5 paras, olive-green and black
; pcrf. 13^.

In referring to the Mount Athos stamps M. Moens says, in the

Timbre Poste for April :
" We do do not see the use, which appears

to be a ' privilege,' of these surcharges, and still less why they

should he collected. The surcharge merely indicates whence the

stamps come, as do all date obliterations." We agree with M.
Moens only in so far that we have not yet grappled with the raison

d'etre of the surcharge. As to their collectable value, they are

certainly distinct from the ordinary Turkish stamps. All that we
have seen have an obliteration in addition to the surcharge. It is

evident that they were prepared for a purpose which was to dis-

tinguish them from the ordinary stamps. Unfortunately it is not

improbable that the courtesy of the post-office authorities in Con-
stantinople, where, as we have seen, the surcharging die is kept,

may lead them to execute orders for more, and the unused speci-

mens, which will no doubt turn up, may well be regarded with

suspicion. But if we were to reject the used copies which we came
across before attention had been called to the surcharge, we might
as well reject the Eastern Eoumelians, the Antigua stamps with
Montserrat, or the adhesives of Great Britain with Cyprus printed

upon them.

Captain Evans tells us that, in addition to the Mount Athos
stamps which we have already described, he has seen—

20 paras, green. Issue 1876 ; heavy surcharge.

1 piastre, yellow. Issue 1868
; perf. 13^-

[Since the above was written we have received the Timbre Poste

for May, and we cannot refrain from expressing our surprise that,

after reading the official document which we gave in our last

number, M. Moens should, on the faith of a correspondent, stigma-

tise this surcharge as " une grosse carotte."

Because we were the first to call attention to these stamps we
have no wish, from motives of amour projore, to thrust an unwar-
ranted belief in them upon collectors, and we cannot justly be

accused of over credulity in these matters. We will briefly sum
up what we have to say in their favour :

1. The stamps which we described in August, 1880, were not

sold as curiosities, but were picked out from a number of used

Turkish stamps.

2. All those which we have noticed from time to time, and
which we believe to be original and genuine, have the usual ob-

literations in addition to and over the triangular surcharge.

3. The letter which we have published, emanating from the

General Post Office at Constantinople, distinctly recognizes these

stamps, and states that they were thus surcharged for use at Mount
Athos, and shows further that the die with which the surcharge

was effected is kept at Constantinople, and not at Mount Athos.
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In conclusion, we have no hesitation in expressing our suspicion

of the hitherto undescribed values in an unused condition which

are now turning up. The official letter to which we have already

referred shows that the stamps have been for some time obsolete.

That there may be some unused copies left at Mount Athos is

possible. Stamps thus surcharged to order at Constantinople have

no greater philatelic value than the German Transvaals. We have

even had sent to lis, spick and span new, the unpaid letter stamps,

with heavy border, and some of the stamps with French inscrip-

tion, bearing the Mount Athos surcharge. We do not believe in

them.]

Turk's Islands.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us

the one shilling adhesive in the old indigo and in the current plum-
colour, surcharged |. We presume that this new provisional

halfpenny takes the place of that Avhich we described in March,

which was surcharged on the 6d. value. There are varieties

in the surcharges, in the size of the numerals, and in the size or

absence of the stroke dividing the numerator and denominator of

the fraction.—From Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. we have

received two further varieties of the provisional 4d., which differ

from those which we have before described in the superior squatness

of the numeral 4.
Provisional Adhesivcs.

id., surcharged in hlack on the } ,
"'

, " '

-
•

°
( Is., plum.

4d., variety of surcharge in hlack on 6d., hlack.

United States.—We have received a portion of an envelope

concerning which we are greedy for information. The design of

the stamp consists of a fancy numeral 3, 12 mm. in length, en-

framed in an engine-turned oval. Beneath the stamp, in a curve

following the outline of the oval, is the inscription in coloured

block letters, six cents u. s. return envelope. As this is all that

we possess of the envelope, we cannot say what other inscriptions

there may be upon it, nor explain wdiy the stamp bears the numeral
3 whilst the inscription seems to indicate 6 cents as the value of

the envelope. Hence we refrain from guessing at the value. The
stamp and legend are in scarlet-vermilion upon white wove paper.

Uruguay.—We are now in possession of the two cards of

which we announced the issue last month. They have three lines

of inscriptions. 1st, the fancy capitals, " r o u," crossed by a scroll

incribed " tarjeta postal;" 2nd, " 2 A serie—1880;" 3rd, " es-

cribase de este lado," etc. They bear the same type of stamp as

those of the last issue in the right upper corner. The reply-paid

card has an extra line of inscription beneath " escribase de este

lado," etc., and "respuesta" above that line on the second half.

2 cents, blue to deep blue, on white card.

2 + 2 cents, Venetian red, on white card, size about 129 x 77 mm., or

5to x 3 inches.
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Venezuela.—Of the Escuelas type, perforated, the following

high values are said to be in circulation

—

5 Bolivars, green.

10 ,, carmine.

Wurtemberg'.—M. Moens describes and figures a series of

official stamps now in use in this kingdom, of which he gives the

following account :
" Official stamps for franking correspondence

connected with the business of the State, churches, schools, and
public benevolent institutions, were issued, in part, on the first of

April last, in terms of a decree, dated 26th March, 1881, of the

Ministry of Churches and Schools. Article 3 of this decree sets

forth that, ' Delivery of these stamps shall be made against printed

acknowledgments of their receipt upon forms to be furnished by
the post-office department. At the end of every month the post-

office authorities shall prepare a statement of the number of receipts

in their possession for stamps issued, and shall submit it to our

Department for examination and payment.'

"

These official stamps are of the same values and colours as the

ordinary postage stamps, and are of one type. The design, which
is typographed, consists of white labels at top, bottom, and sides,

a fifth label crossing the centre of the stamp
obliquely from the left lower to the right upper

corner, and two escutcheons, one on either side

of the central label, with the numeral of value.

The left label is inscribed K. wurtt, the top one

post, with a star before and after the word.

The bottom label is inscribed with the numerical

value in words, and the right label with

pfennig. The central label bears the legend

amtlicher verkehr, or, Official Correspondence. Six values,

printed in colour on white paper ; shape, upright rectangular

;

perforated 11.

3 pfennig, green.

5 , , violet.

10 ,, rose

20 pfennig, ultramarine.

25 „ bistre.

50 ,, bronze-green.

THE POST CARDS OF FINLAND,

Our contributor, "A Post Card Collector," asks us to add the following

varieties to the list published last month :

November, 1S71.

Variety V. Bided lines.

8 penni, yellow-green, on thin pale yellow-green card.

8 „ green "
„ whity-green „
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NOTES ON PIGMENTS,

By "CSEMWUS."

Before entering upon a brief description of the various pigments which

are employed to give colour to printers' ink, I must premise that, except in

one or two instances, it is not my intention to describe the processes

adopted in the manufacture of these bodies ; but I shall content myself with

indicating their chemical composition. I shall also point out the changes

which time and the atmosphere work upon them ; but do not intend for

many reasons to treat of the action which chemical re-agents have upon
them. Nor do I think it will be necessary for me to enter into the theory

of colour, presuming that most of my readers are more or less acquainted

with it.

Those bodies which we call pigments are derived from all the three

kingdoms of nature—the animal, the vegetable, and the mineral. As a
rule, the pigments derived from animal and vegetable sources are brilliant in

colour and of great purity, but are very unstable, or fugitive ; whilst those

derived from mineral or inorganic sources, although not of great brilliancy,

are usually of a stable or permanent character.

The chief pigments used in the manufacture of printing inks, classified

into fugitive and permanent colours, are :

FUGITIVE PIGMENTS.

Reds.—Rose-pink, carmine, crimson, Florence, Hambro and Kermes
lakes, iodine scarlet, dragon's-blood.

Yellows.—Yellow-lake, Dutch, English, and Italian pinks; orpiment,

gamboge, gallstone, Indian yellow, patent yellow.

Blues.—Antwerp blue, Prussian blue.

Oranges.—Annatto, orange-orpiment.

Greens.—Sap green, verdigris.

Purples.—Purple-lake, burnt carmine.

Browns.—Brown-pink, prussiate of copper.

PERMANENT PIGMENTS.

Reds.—Lac lake, vermilion, red-lead, madder lake, madder carmine, light

red, Venetian red, Indian red, scarlet-lake.

Yellows.—Raw sienna, jaune, chrome-yellow, Naples yellow, lemon-
yellow, yellow, Oxford, and Roman ochres, cadmium yellow.

Blues.—Blue verditer, cobalt, ultramarine, indigo, smalts, blue ochre.

Oranges.—Orange-lead, orange-chrome, burnt sienna, burnt Roman
ochre.

Greens.—Emerald-green, green verditer, chrome-green, mineral green.

Purples.—Madder-purple, purple-ochre.

Browns.—Vandyke brown, raw and burnt umbers, asphaltum, sepia,

manganese-brown, bistre, cassel brown.
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RED PIGMENTS.

Madder Lake. Crimson Lake.

Scarlet Lake. Rose Pink.

Vermilion.

Venetian Red. Indian Red.
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RED PIGMENTS.

The most important of the red colouring matters are the lakes. Lake is

a generic term applied to those pigments derived from vegetable or animal
sources where the colouring matter is deposited on an earthy base, usually

alumina. Lakes are of various colours—red, yellow, blue, and purple, of

each of which I will treat in its proper place. The process adopted in their

manufacture is practically the same, and a description of the method of

manufacturing one of them, crimson-lake, will serve for all.

Crimson-lake is prepared by boiling cochineal (the bodies of insects that

live on various plants belonging to the order cacti) in water for a few
minutes, and then adding to the decoction thus obtained a small quantity of

alum. The mixture being boiled again for a few minutes, and then allowed

to stand for some time, a fine powder of a beautiful colour settles slowly to

the bottom. This powder is then collected and introduced to commerce as

crimson-lake. After the removal of the powder the remaining liquor is

still coloured, and can be used for making some of the inferior lakes.

Carmine is prepared in a similar way, but a stronger decoction of cochineal

is used.

Florentine, Hambro, and scarlet-lakes are all prepared from cochineal.

Rose-pink is a coarse kind of lake, prepared by dyeing chalk, or whitening,
with a strong decoction of Brazil wood.

Madder-lakes and madder-carmines are prepared from madder root by
similar processes.

Lac-lake is prepared from sticklac, a secretion formed on twigs or branches
of trees by an insect native to the East Indies.

These lakes are pigments of great beauty and purity ; but with one or

two exceptions they are very fugitive in character, rapidly fading on
exposure to light. They are much used in all kinds of colour-work. The
action of acids or of alkalies destroys the colour of nearly all the lakes

;

hence stamps printed with ink, the base of which is a lake, offer great diffi-

culties to the cleaner of obliterated stamps.
Vermilion is a sulphide of mercury, and is prepared by heating a mixture

of sulphur and mercury, when a black compound is formed, which is taken
and thrown into red-hot cylinders, where it undergoes sublimation, and in

doing so loses its black colour and assumes a brilliant red tint, which now
forms vermilion. It is largely used in all branches of colour-work, and is a
fairly permanent colour, although there appears to be some doubt on this

point, as some writers say that the red-vermilion gradually changes back
again into the black and early stage of the process.

Red-lead is a peroxide of lead. This pigment is largely used in colour-

work ; but where permanency is desired it should not be employed, in-

asmuch as by exposure to air it gradually blackens, owing to the formation
of a new compound of lead ; namely, the sulphide. This property of

blackening is common to all lead compounds, and renders the use of colours

containing it undesirable. Hence the reason why so many stamps originally

printed in red or orange colours now appear of a black or brown hue, as, for

instance, some of the Prussian, the Ionian, early Newfoundland, and many
other postage stamps.

Dragon's-blood is occasionally used in printing, and is a resin found on
the fruits and leaves of some species of palm trees grown hi India. It is of

fugitive character. Iodine-scarlet is a pigment of exceedingly fugitive

character, although of great beauty of colour, and is a compound of mercury
and iodine.

Light red, Venetian red, and Indian red, are pigments of great value, and
owe their colour to oxides of iron. Venetian red and Indian red are natural
pigments, but are now for the most part produced artificially. Light red is

made by the action of heat on pure yellow-ochre. These reds are of

permanent character, not being affected to any extent by time or atmos-
pheric agencies.

{To be continued.)
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THE STAMPS OF MAURITIUS.
By CAPT. E. B. EVANS, R.A.

(Read at the Meeting of the Philatelic Society of London on the 2Gth March, 1881.

(Continuedfrompage 44-)

REFERENCE LIST.

March (?), 1S63. Type of 1862 of Messrs. De La Rue and Co.'s stamps,
Gd. . . . . lilac

Is. . . . . green.

Received from England in May and June, 1863, and issued as shown below

;

types as before of Messrs. De La Rue and Co.'s stamps; 3d. without, 5s.

with, figures of value at sides ; white paper ; watermarked crown and cc.
;

perf. 14. (The varieties of shade are of course due to subsequent printings.)

1S63. Id. . . dark lilac-brown, brown, yellow-brown.
2d. . . blue, varying.

3d. . . vermilion.

4d. . . rose, varyimj.

5s. . . brown-violet.

1SG4. 6d. . . lilac.

Is. . . yellow, orange-yellow.

1872 (?). 9d. . green.

Received in April, 1864; issued

1865. 6d. . . pale green, dark green, yellowish-green.

Received in March, 1865 ; issued

1868 (?). 5s. . . mauve.
1870. Is. . . blue.

October, 1872. Surface printed ; manufactured by Messrs. De La Rue
and Co. ; different type ; watermark and perforation as in 1863.

lOd maroon.
Provisional stamps : surcharged locally ;

" halfpenny " in two lines in black.

February, 1S76. id. on 9d., pale lilac, reddish-lilac ; unwatermarked.

October, 1876. |d. on 10d., maroon ; watermarked crown and cc.

April, 1877- Provisional stamp, made in England, " halfpenny " in

one line in black, surcharged on impressions from the lOd. plate in rose;
the original value cancelled by a black bar ; watermarked crown and cc.

;

perf. 14.

|d. black and rose.

December, 1877. Provisional stamps ; surcharged locally, with new
value in one line in black, the original value being cancelled by a black bar

;

watermarked crown and cc.

Id. on 4d. . . . rose.

Is. on 5s. ... brown-violet, mauve.

January, 1878. Provisional issue, made in England; surcharged in

black, with the values in cents and rupees; types, watermark, and per-

foration as before.

2 c. on type of lOd. . maroon (with lower label removed)
4 c. on Id. . . . yellow-brown.

8 c. on 2d. . . . bine.

13 c. on 3i! . . . vermilion.

17 c. on 4d. . . . ruse.

25 c. on 6d. . . . slate-green.

38 c. on 9d. . . . lilac.

50 c. on Is. . . . green.

2 is. 50 c. on 5s. . . mauve.
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Permanent issue, with values in cents and rupees ; manufactured by
Messrs. De La Rue and Co. ; different design for each value ; watermark
and perforation as before.

March, 1S79.

4 c orange.

25 c olive-yellow.

January, 1SS0.

2 c brown.

8 c.

13 c.

17 c.

38 c.

50 c.

2 rs. 50 c.

blue.

grey-black.

rose.

violet.

green.

brown-violet.

STAMPED ENVELOPES.
Manufactured by Messrs. De La Rue and Co.

December (?), 1S61. Two values, different design for each—6d., circular;

9d., shield-shaped, with nine sides ; embossed on small envelopes, 4| x 2f
inches

;
pale blue wove paper ; three varieties of flap ornament—1 containing

a single rose ; 2 containing a wreath of flowers ; 3 containing crossed lines,

forming a pattern of narrow diamonds, with rosettes where the lines cross.
*

1. 6d. . . violet I 2. 6cl. . . violet.

9d. . . dark brown
|

9d. . . dark brown.

3. 6d. ?

9d dark brown.

December, 1862. Two values ; 6d. same design as before ; Is., small

oval ; embossed on large envelopes, 8f x 3f inches (these dimensions vary
slightly). Two kinds of paper—I. Pale blue, thin, hand-made, wove paper ;

II. Ordinary machine-made wove paper, varying in colour from blue to

almost white. Three varieties of flap ornament— 1. Circular device of inter-

laced rings ; 2. Large circular tress, with lozenge pattern in the centre
;

3. Same size as 1, with a rose in the centre on a lined ground.

I. 1. 6d. . red violet. Is. . yellow.

* 5) 55 55 55

**• 55 55 55 55

**• *• 55 55 55 55

9*"
55 55 55 55

Q" 55 55 55 55

January, 1873. Two values—lOd. oval, with outer frame of ten curved
sides ; Is. 8d. oval, in frame curved above and below, and straight at sides

;

embossed on large envelopes
;
pale bluish, linen-lined paper ; flaps plain.

lOd. . . . maroon ; 6^ x 4 inches.

Is. Sd. ... blue ; 7 x 4f inches.

December, 1877. Provisional envelopes, the two last mentioned sur-

charged locally, with new value in one line in black, with a bar below to

cancel the original value.

6d. on lOd. ..... maroon.
Is. on Is. 8d blue.

January, 1878. Provisional issue from altered dies ; 8 c. from die of 6d.,

25 c. from die of Is. 8d., 50 c. from die of lOd. ; thick white wove paper
;

plain flaps.

S c. . . blue, pale blue ; 5J x 2i inches.

25 c. . . mauve ; 5| x 2| inches.

50 c. . . red-brown ; 6£ x 4 inches.

* It is only quite recently that I have met with a specimen of the 9d. with the 3rd variety
of seal, and I do not know whether the Gd. exists with this variety.
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March, 1879. New die ; oval design
;
paper, &c., as last.

50 c. . . brown ; 6i x 4 inches.

POST CARDS.

Provisional cards of local manufacture, used with an adhesive stamp.
February 18th, 1879. Arms and motto of Mauritius; inscribed "Mau-

ritius, inland post card;" frame 4| x 2$ inches ; signature of lithographer

in sixteen varieties in left-hand lower corner ; lithographed hi black on
white card.

2c. . . . . black and maroon.

February 21st, 1879. Arms of Great Britain; inscribed "Mauritius
post card ;" frame 4f x 2| inches ; lithographed in black on white card.

2c. . . . . black and maroon.

March, 1879. Cards of private manufacture; crown and inscription
"Mauritius post cardj" noframe ; type printed in black on enamelled
cards of various colours.

2 c. . . black and maroon on yellowish-white.

„ „ „ green.

,, . .
,, ,, rose,

„ „ „ pale blue.

Cards with an impressed stamp, manufactured by Messrs. De La Rue and
Co.

;
printed in colour on buff ; no frame.

October, 1879. Inland card ; type of 2 c. adhesive issued in January,
1880.

2 c . . . red-brown ;
4* x 2i§ inches.

March, 1880. Postal Union card ; similar to the last, but with additional

inscriptions ; type resembling that of the lOd. adhesive of 1872.

6 c . . . green ; 4| x 3f inches.

August, 1SS0. Same size, and with the same inscriptions, as the 2 c
inland card ; but with type of 8 c. adhesive issued in January, 1S80 ; sur-

charged with new value in one line in black, with bar below cancelling the
original value.

4 c on 8 c blue.

The 8c. cards may also be met with unsurcharged ; but I do not think

they were ever issuedfor use in that state.

8 c. blue.

ESSAYS.
ADHESIVES.

1876. Essay of surcharge, " £ " on left, " d " on right of the neck of the

profile, " halfpenny " in one line below, in red and in black.

^d. in red on 9d. . . lilac, reddish-lilac

|d. in black on 9d. . . . lilac.

POST CARDS.

1877. Type-printed in black on coloured cards ; arms and motto of

Mauritius ; fancy frame ; space for adhesive stamp.

(2 c) lilac

(4 c) blue.

Similar to first issued card ; end of the scroll containing " inland post
card," extending into the space for the stamp ; without the signature of

the lithographer.

(2 c) black on white.

(Concluded.)
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RECENT TURKISH SURCHARGES.
To the Editor of "The Philatelic Record."

Dear Sir,—I do not think anyone will accuse me of being unduly preju-

diced against surcharges, but I confess that I should like to know a little

more about those pretty things that have turned up from Turkey in such
profusion lately.

Have the heads of the Turkish Postal Department only just woke up to

the fact that the stamp mania may be made very profitable if properly

worked? or how is it that we have not sooner been supplied with these

surcharges, some of which are found on stamps which I thought had been
for some time obsolete ?

In Le Timbre Poste for September, 1S79, there appeared a letter, received

by a correspondent of M. Moens, from the Chief Secretary of the Turkish
Post-office. This letter seems to throw some light on the subject of the

stamps surcharged " imprimes," which for some reason appear to be mixed
up with those surcharged for Mount Athos.

The following is, I believe, a fairly accurate translation of the letter :

" Constantinople, 14th July, 1879.
" Sir,—In reply to your letter of this day's date, I hasten to inform you

that the surcharge bearing the word " imprimes " originally applied to the
stamps of 10 paras of the second issue at the time of the alteration

authorizing the payment of the postage on newspapers in copper currency
"

(this, I think, must be the meaning of " lots du changement des recettes des
joumaux en cuivre ") " has been since also struck, on various occasions, on
the stamps of 20 and 50 paras and 2 and 5 piastres of the above-mentioned
issue, and that under the following circumstances (which had besides been
already foreseen at the time of the application of the measure relative to

the receipt of copper currency for certain charges) :

" It happened sometimes that publishers or others brought packets of

newspapers or other printed matter to the post-offices franked by means of

stamps for international postage of higher values than 10 paras. If the
stamps in question were of the first issue, the senders were requested to

change them, seeing that the stamps belonging to that issue already bore a
surcharge, and that it was not considered convenient to print surcharge upon
surcharge ; but if the stamps were of the second issue, then the same sur-

charge was struck upon them that was used for the 10 paras, and that with
a view to facilitating the transmission of the parcels and granting a privilege

to the senders, which has perhaps, at the same time, given pleasure to

collectors.
" In fact, the plan adopted to distinguish the stamps paid for in copper

money from those paid for in good" {i.e. undepreciated) "money having
been soon given up in favour of a more practical scheme, which consists in

selling for copper money only the stamps of 10 paras of the first issue, and
for good money all the others without distinction, it follows as a natural

consequence that the stamps surcharged with the word 'imprimes,' and
especially those of higher values than 10 paras, are somewhat rare.

"(Signed) Eletacci, Chief Secretary."

Now some of the above is plain enough, but other parts are not quite so

easy to understand.
It is evident that 10 paras stamps of the present issue (for that, no doubt,

is what is meant by the second issue, it being the second issue of stamps for

international postage) were surcharged with the word " imprimes," and
could be paid for with the depreciated copper currency, and doubtless paper
also. This will explain the letter published in the April number of the
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Philatelic Record. The Mount Atlios surcharge may have a similar ohject.

Perhaps the inmates of the convents are allowed to purchase their stamps
with the depreciated currency, or it may he used simply for the purpose of

keeping the accounts of the Mount Athos Post-office separate.

But I must say that I do not quite see what was the ohject of surcharging

with the word "imprimes" the stamps of higher values than 10 paras

which had already been purchased by the users and placed on packets of

printed matter ; for unless the official who surcharged them was authorized

to refund the difference between the value of the money originally paid for

them and that of the currency (which seems hardly likely, though it may
have been the case), the surcharging would not appear to have been of any
great use to the senders of the packets.

One thing, however, seems certain ; namely, that the only stamps issued

to the public with the surcharge "imprimes" were the 10 paras of the

current issue, and that any other unused stamps found with that surcharge

are specimens made for the benefit of collectors only.

It appears also that both of these surcharges are obsolete.

In regard to the " catchak," are stamps with this surcharge really kept
in stock, or is it not rather a species of obliteration applied to the stamps on,

or after, their being stuck on the seized letters ? Is it not possible that the

stamps thus surcharged are of a similar nature to the once-sought-for
" too-late " Trinidads ?

You state in the April number that the surcharging stamps are ap-

parently at Constantinople ; and if that is the case, an obliging official with

great zeal for the public service, and a commission on the sale of stamps,
might do wonders for the benefit of collectors. No doubt different coloured

surcharges are used in the various Turkish provinces, and there should be at

least a variety of shade for each of the convents (thirty-two, I believe) on
Mount Athos.

While I am on the subject of Turkish surcharges I may just mention a

curious circumstance. A short time back I examined a large stock of

envelopes belonging to a well-known firm. Among them were about a
couple of hundred, I should say, of the Turkish 1 piastre surcharged
" cheir." Every one of these had. the flap carefully gummed down.
Now it is hardly likely that this was done by their present possessor.

It was must probably done in order that they might be mure easily

surcharged.

It doubtless adds greatly to the value of these envelopes for postal

purposes, and certainly speaks volumes for the good-nature of the Turkish
Post-office authorities.

Yours, &c, Edw. B. Evans.

ptocccijirtgs uf tbc philatelic Batith of bonbon.
»

The eleventh meeting of the season was held at 13, Gray's Inn Square, on
the 30th April, 1881, the President in the chair. The Secretary read the
minutes of the previous meeting, which were approved ; and the President
read a communication from Capt. Evans in support of his belief that tin- 2d.,

large head with band, of Mauritius was printed from the old plate re-

engraved, and not from a new one. The President intimated that he would
consider Capt. Evans's arguments, and report upon them to the Society.

Attention was called to some forgeries of the first issue of Mauritius post
cards, which appear to emanate from Paris, and to which it is probable that
further reference will be made. The business of the day was to study the
two first issues of the postage stamps of Victoria ; viz., the Id., 2d., and 3d.,

bust portrait, and the 2d., full length portrait on throne. The interest of

the meeting was greatly enhanced by the opportunity afforded of examining
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the splendid collection of the President. On the conclusion of the business,

Mr. Kern showed a specimen of the Porto Rico 5 cent de peseta, lake, issue

1879, inscribed "porto rico, the last letter being a distinct c, and not a
badly-formed o. The next, and General Annual meeting of the season was
fixed for the 14th May, the study of the stamps of Victoria to be pro-

ceeded with if time shall permit.

The twelfth and General Annual meeting of season 18S0-81 was held on the

14th May, 1881, at 13, Gray's Inn Square, the President in the chair. The
Secretary read the minutes of the previous meeting, which were confirmed,

and his annual report on the position of the society, which was pronounced
to be highly satisfactory. Messrs. Williams and Bacon were requested to

audit his balance-sheet, and to report thereon at the next meeting. The
meeting then proceeded to elect the officers to serve on the committee for

the ensuing twelve months. The following officers were unanimously re-

elected : President, Mr. Philbrick ; Vice-President, Mr. de Ysasi ; Secretary
and Treasurer, Mr. Burnett ; Dr. C. W. Viner, Messrs. Tapling and Kern.
Mr. W. E. Williams was unanimously elected to fill the seat on the com-
mittee vacant through the absence of Mr. Barrett from England. On the

conclusion of the day's business, the completed portion of the Great Britain

catalogue was examined, and the President gave a very interesting account
of the researches and discoveries made by him and Mr. Westoby whilst

gathering the materials for its compilation. The next meeting was fixed for

the 28th of May, subject of study the stamps of Victoria.

REFERENCE LIST OF THE STAMPS OF NEW
ZEALAND,

Compiled at the Meeting of the 29th January, 1881.

{Continued from page 52.)

Issue VIII. 1873.

One Value.—For newspapers. Lithographed in the colony. Coloured
impression upon white wove paper, varying in substance ; white gum.

Design.—Diademed profile of Queen "Victoria to left, within double-lined
white oval. Straight white label at top, inscribed with coloured block letters.

Curved white scroll below, similarly inscribed, with pearls beneath the scroll.

Sides and spandrels filled in with arabesque ornament and the value, in

coloured numerals, on each side of the oval. Shape, small upright rectangular.
d.

T . NEW ZEALAND . B . NEWSPAPER POSTAGE . R and L h
) wink. " nz" ( perf. 10 and 12, and also

> „ a star ( conipni "mr' invif*

) no wmk. perf. 12.

Issue IX. 1S73.

Six Values.—Engraved by Messrs. De la Rue and Co., and type-printed
in colour upon medium white paper, slightly surfaced ; white gum ; water-
marked "nz.," in small block letters above a small five-rayed truncated star.

The design is different for each value, except for the diademed profile of

Queen Victoria to left, which is the same in all. One Penny—Portrait, on
ground of horizontal lines, within a circle of solid colour ; inscribed, " new
Zealand " in the upper, and " postage " in the lower curve, in white Roman
capitals, the two inscriptions being separated by foliate ornaments. Straight
white double-lined label at bottom, incribed " one penny " in coloured Roman
capitals. The spandrels are filled in with conventional ornament, and the
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whole stamp is enclosed in a double-lined frame. Twopence—Portrait, on
ground of horizontal lines, enclosed in circle of colour with white pearly

Straight white labels at top and bottom, the first incribed " new Zealand
postage," and the second "two pence," in coloured block letters. Spandrels
filled in with conventional ornaments, differing slightly from those in the

previous value. Threepence—Portrait on ground of horizontal lines, within

double-lined circle. Curved coloured labels above and below circle, lettered

in white block letters, "new Zealand postage" and "three pence."
Spandrels and sides filled in with conventional ornaments ; border of plain

double lines. Fourpence—Portrait, on ground of horizontal lines, within

rectangular double-lined frame. Straight double-lined white label above,

inscribed "new Zealand postage" in coloured block letters; the same
below, inscribed " four pence," with a block at either end containing a conven-
tional ornament. The side labels are filled in with scroll work. Same border

as in preceding values. Sixpence—Portrait, on ground of horizontal lines,

within an oval of solid colour, which debruises a hexagon frame of quadruple
lines. The oval is inscribed, in white block letters, "new Zealand postage"
and " six pence," the two inscriptions being separated by small ornaments.
The spandrels are filled in with network, and the outer frame is the same as

in the other values. One Shilling—Portrait, on ground of horizontal lines,

enframed in double oval of solid colour, inscribed " new Zealand postage "

in the upper, and "one shilling" in the lower curve, hi white Human
capitals, the two inscriptions being separated by small ornaments. Corners
filled in with arabesque ornaments ; outer frame the same as in preceding
values. Shape, upright rectangular ; machine-perforated 13 and 12, and
compound 10 x 13 and 11£.

Id., lilac (shades)

2d., rose to pale lake
( ,, )

3d., brown
( „ )

4d., burnt sienna (shades)

6*d. , Prussian blue ( „ )

Is., green ( „ )

Varieties.—Most of these values are to be found on paper which has
been blued by the action of the gum, or some other cause. In 1877 two
of the values—the Id. and 2d.—were issued on paper watermarked with the
old large six-rayed star, but the " nz " and small star watermark was soon
reverted to.

There appear to be two series, readily distinguishable by the superior care

and greater neatness of the impression, which is on glace or surfaced paper
in the one case, and the duller, more confused printing, on rougher paper, of

the other. It is believed the former were printed in London by Messrs.
De la Rue and Co., and the latter were printed in the colony.

Issue X. 1S78.

Two Values.—Engraved by Messrs. De la Rue and Co., and type-printed
in colour on slightly surfaced white paper ; white gum ; watermarked " nz "

and star.

Desujn.—Diademed profile of Queen Victoria to left, on ground of hori-

zontal lines, engraved in pearl circle. Straight white labels at top and
bottom, inscribed in coloured block letters

—
" new Zealand postage" above,

and " two " or " five shillings " below. The spandrels are white, and in

the 2s. value have the numeral 2 in the two upper, and a fern leaf in the two
lower ones. In the 5s value the numeral 5 is repeated in each of the four

spandrels. Outer border of plain double lines. Shape, upright rectangular

;

perforation 11£.

2s., dull carmine. 5s., grey-black.

POST CARD.
Issued January, 1877.

One Value.—Lithographed. Three lines of inscription—1st, " post card,"
in Roman capitals, the two words being separated by the royal arms and
supporters; 2nd, "new Zealand," in small block letters, immediately
beneath the arms ; 3rd, "the address only to be written on this side,"
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in large block letters. The stamp, in the right-hand upper corner, is of the

same type as the one penny adhesive of 1873. The border is composed of

trefoil ornaments, within thin inner and thick outer lines. Reverse side

plain. Size of frame, 110 x 68 mm. ; size of card, 126| x 80 mm.
One Penny, purple-brown (shades), upon stoutish buff card.

NEWSPAPER WRAPPER.
Issued 1st April, 1878.

One value on " cap " paper, 312 x 104 mm. ; brown gum. Stamp of the

same design as the Halfpenny newspaper stamp. Above, in an oblong label,

the four angles of which are broken by ornaments, is printed in four lines

—

" This wrapper may only be used for Newspapers, and must not enclose any
letter or communication of the nature of a letter (whether separate or other-

wise). If this rule be hifringed, letter rates will be charged."

£d., carmine, on white wove paper.

PROOFS.
The following are known, printed in black ink, on China or plate paper :

1st type.—Of the matrix with the bottom label for value left blank.

—One shilling (other values no doubt exist).

1873 Issue.—On glac6 paper (the paper of the issue)
;
gummed, per-

forated, and surchaged specimen in black (De la Rue and Co.).

One Penny, red-brown.
Twopence, ultramarine-blue.

Threepence, mauve.

Fourpence, carmine-rose.

Sixpence, fawn-brown.
One Shilling, full green.

fist of %i\m\ lUmta at % fpaMit Sotictn 0f fauM.
Published in terms of the Resolution passed at the Meeting of \lth June, 1879.
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President: F. A. Philbrick, Esq., q.c.
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Notes autf (Siucrteg.

The Editor of The Foreign Stamp Collectors? Journal (it appears that

our having accidentally dubbed this paper Magazine instead of Journal was

a piece of " withering satire probably unrivalled in the annals of Phila-

tely") has, in his Journal for April, quite out-Heroded the silliness and

vulgarity of his previous effusion ; but our condescension in suavely pointing

out to him wherein he was foolish and ignorant does not extend to arguing

with him when he states that which is simply untrue. We had no hope of

converting him, but we were sorry for his readers ; and letters which we

have received from them and from his contributors prove to us that they are

very far from sharing his opinions, which is well for them. We regret that

we cannot leave him even that threadbare shred of consolation in which

he has enwrapped himself ; to wit, that we are indebted to him for the idea

of an outer cover for the Reord. We borrowed it from the Edinburgh

Review, an older publication than his.

The Editor of the F. S.C.J, is too, too modestly indignant that in refer-

ring to him we should have " substituted an individual name for the usual

form of mutual address adopted by editors ; " and then at once proceeds to

" substitute an individual name," which he supposes will fit the Editor of

the Record. We have no hesitation in agreeing with him that when the

editor of a paper strictly preserves his anonymity in its pages, as has always

been the case with us, it savours of bad taste to endeavour to lift the veil
;

but when the Editor of the F. S.C.J, most ingeniously succeeds, in his

limited space of eight pages, in introducing his full name, address, and

editorial quality no less than four times, we can hardly be blamed for

supposing that he rather liked the "substitution of an individual name"

than otherwise.

P. J. Anderson.—The work you enquire about can only, so far as we

know, be obtained in America. Our publishers will procure you a copy if

you will instruct them to that effect.

E. G. H. —During the course of next month.

D. B.—They are all three bad. You should decline to buy such stamps

from irresponsible dealers unless you can first submit them to a competent

authority.

G. S. F. N.—Yes; the inscription on the 10x10 Bani Roumanian post

card differs from that on the single card. There is also a difference in the

earlier issues of the 5, and the 5x5 Bani carls, but not in the current ones.

We believe you are quite right about the Iceland cards.

Messrs. Pemberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherd's Bush, London. W.
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^T is doubtful whether we can better preface our list of

novelties this month than by indulging in a little gossip

with our contemporaries—an imposing host—to whom
we are month after month indebted for instruction, won-

derment, and diversion.

First, and reverently, we take up the twenty-first Fasci-

cule, just published, of the Bulletin of the French Society, which

contains an account of the meetings on the 3rd June and 1st July,

1880; articles on the postage stamps of Afghanistan, by M. Fer-

dinand Meyer ; on the Arabic inscriptions of the stamps of Egypt,

by Dr. Legrand ; on Belgian philatelic legislation, by the Rev. C.

Stroobant ; on the money-order envelopes of Wurtemburg, by M.

S. de Wilde ; and a continuation of the catalogue of Swiss local

postage and fiscal stamps. At the meeting of the 1st July, 1880,

both the Philatelic Society of London and The Philatelic Record

were found guilty of disagreeing with the French Society, and

were rather severely handled in consecpience. Dr. Legrand charac-

terizes as malevolent certain exceptions taken by our correspondent

"A Member of the London Society" (June, 1880) to the lists

compiled by the Paris Society of the stamps of Turkey and Thurn

and Taxis, and complains that no one had previously criticised

them, although they had been published for a considerable time.

But the Doctor then proceeds to scalp the compilers of the Phila-

telic Society's catalogue of Spanish stamps, who might with equal

justice retort, that as their list has been published for even a

greater length of time than those above referred to, criticism should

on that account be disarmed. The article by M. S. de Wilde, to

which we have referred above, is headed, " Enveloppes mandat de

Wurtemburg en pfennige;" a,nd yet all the values are given in

kreuzers/ We shall not here fight the battle of the Philatelic

Society of London. One of its members has something to say on
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another of our pages. No doubt the Spanish catalogue, like the

New Testament—a work of greater pretensions, and even longer

published—is open to revision.

The most important paper in the Timbre-Poste for June is one

inspired by Mr. Breitfuss, a member of the London Society, en-

titled "An Enquiry into the Authenticity of the Finland Envelopes

of 1845 and 1850 "—an enquiry which results in the condemnation

of the 10 kop., red, and 20 kop., black, of 1845, and the 20 kop.,

black, of 1850, as bogus. Mr. Breitfuss asserts, first, that there

exists no trace of any official document amongst the records of the

Senate of Helsingfors referring to the emission of these envelopes

;

second, there is no mention of their issue, nor specimen of them,

in the archives of the St. Petersburg Post Office, although decrees

of new issues, and specimens of the stamps decided upon, are

invariably sent there by the Finnish authorities ; third, the officials

at St. Petersburg declare that although they knew of the existence

of these fancy envelopes, they also knew them to be fictitious.

For details of the differences in type between the genuine 10 kop.,

black, and 20 kop., red, and the bogus envelopes, with these stamps

reversed in point of colour, we must refer our readers to the article

in the Timbre-Poste. We have nothing to say against the crushing

indictment of Messrs. Breitfuss and Moens, save that we believe

there are collectors who would have preferred them to be in

their graves at rest, rather than that they should have made and

promulgated any such discovery. We understand that as much as

£100 has been paid for some of these envelopes; and their pos-

sessors, who used to be easily distinguishable amongst philatelists

by a certain involuntary loftiness of bearing, are now bowed down

and desolate.

We have received No. 32 of the Berliner Illustrirte PMlatelisten

Zeitung, and on another page we have taken some notes from it on

the Porte de Mar stamps of Mexico, as the text for some remarks

of our own on the same subject. We congratulate Herr Foure on

the general excellence of his magazine. Some of the articles which

he publishes from time to time are most valuable.

With the May number, vol. i. of The Philatelic World (pub-

lished by Mr. Bogert, of Brooklyn, U.S.A.) is completed. This is

certainly the best philatelic publication which we receive from

America, and we take this opportunity of wishing its publisher a

long life and every success. The Philatelic World gives an account

of some vicissitudes which have overtaken Mr. William P. Brown,
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a well-known American stamp dealer. It appears that he was lately

summoned as a juror, and refused, upon religious grounds, either

to take oath or to make affirmation. The judge suggested that he

must be insane, and had it been known to the court that he dealt

in old postage stamps, he might have escaped on that ground. As

it was, Mr. Brown was fined 25 dollars, and imprisoned for five

days. Alas! we have known dealers who would swear to anything.

The Stamp Collector's Review (published by Mr. Easmussen, of

Davenport, Iowa, U.S.A.) is a somewhat irregular publication in more

ways than one. Although we would not willinglymiss it from amongst

our exchanges, we cannot divest ourselves of the opinion that the

editor is a bold, bad man. He writes with a pen that is wonderfully

like the one which Mr. S. Allan Taylor used to wrestle with. We
have no doubt that our friend's bark is much worse than his bite

;

but he does bark— awfully. We are convinced that he would not

like us to believe one tithe of the villanies which he ascribes to

his philatelic compatriots. We forgive him freely and fully for Ms
sinful misstatements regarding the Philatelic Society of London as

a body, and we feel sure that he would speak more respectfully of

individual members of it if he really knew anything about them.

If he will excuse us for imitating him in quoting from the late

lamented Artemus Ward, he is an "amoosing cuss." Hear this:

"The remains of Sir Rowland Hill were transferred, on the 15th

April, from Surrey Chapel to Newman Hall's church, and deposited

at the foot of the tower erected to commemorate the abolition of

slavery." Is this meant for a goak? As Mr. Easmussen, usually

so hard to please, has paid us a compliment in his last number to

hand—No. 2, vol. iii.—we hasten to gloat over it; for he will

assuredly take us down a peg some day soon.

Want of space prevents us from noticing many other philatelic

publications, and we must conclude with a short reference to two

non-philatelic periodicals. Chambers' Journal of the 28th May
devotes an article to advocating the adoption of an international

postage stamp. Similar proposals have been made before, and will,

no doubt, in time be adopted.—The following extract from The

Cuckoo proves to our entire satisfaction that the editor is not a

stamp collector, and that had he been he woidd not have made

such an exhibition of himself: "The Marquis of Lome's head

appears, we notice with surprise, upon some of the Canadian postage

stamps. Is not this assumption of Eoyalty something very like

high treason
1

? At any rate it is a capital offence."

29*
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—

—

Austria.—The Welt Post says that post cards of the value of

2 kreuzers, with inscriptions in Roumanian, have been issued, and
that reply paid cards will he put in circulation almost immediately.

Post Cards. 2 kreuzers, brown on buff.

2x2 ,,

Azores.—We have the 10x10 reis Portuguese cards surcharged

for use in these islands, and the single card is also, no doubt, in

circulation with the same surcharge.

Bavaria.—According to the Timhre-Poste the paper employed

for the envelopes is no longer blue, but white. It is still laid and

watermarked with undulations.

Belgium.—The Timhre-Poste calls attention to two varieties of

the 5 centimes violet post card. In one the first line for address

measures 100 mm., and in the other only 95 mm. In the latter

the prefix M almost touches the line of inscription above it, whilst

in the former the same letter is some way below.

Bulgaria.—We annex a cut of one of the

two new values, which only differ from the old

stamps in the enunciation of the value, which is

in stotinki, and not stotinki, as was stated some
time ago.

3 stotinki. deep red and brown, white inscriptions, laid

[in per
;
perf. 15.

15 stotinki, deep red and green, white inscriptions,

laid paper
; perf. 15.

Cape de Verde Isles.—Mr. William Clifford informs us that

the 50 reis is now in circulation in its new colour.

50 reis, blue.

Chili.—Just as we are going to press we have received two
new cards, which are inscribed in three lines as follows : 1st,

"UNION UNIVERSAL DE CORREOS ;
" 2nd, " (UNION POSTALE UN1VER-

selle) ;" 3rd, " chile." There are four ruled lines for address, the

first preceded by "s" in script type. In the left lower angle is

"En este lado debe escribirse solo la direccion i eN el otro lo que
se quiere comunicar," in four lines. In the right upper angle is

the stamp, having the head of Christopher Columbus (as on the

adhesives) on ground of horizontal lines, in a double-lined oval,

surrounded hy an oval band of solid colour, inscribed, in white

capitals, " tres centavos " for the one value, and "quatro cen-

tavos " for the other, at top, and " colon " at bottom ; two stars

in parentheses, and two dots, one on each side, divide the top in-

scription from the bottom one. The oval band is surrounded by
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ornamentation, and the numerals of value are in circles at the four

angles. The whole is enclosed within a Greek-patterned frame.

Lithographed in colour on thin white card.

3 centavos, vermilion, on thin white card. Size of frame, 129x78 mm.,
or 5-fV x S^o inches.

4 centavos, blue, on thin white card. Size of frame, 129 x 78 mm.,
or 5-^ x 3xb" inches.

Mr. Ashwell informs us that the 3 cs. card is for communications
via the Straits of Magellan, and the 4 cs. for those via Panama.
There is a third card, of the value of 2 cs., for use to the Argentine

Kepublic, by land route—probably of the same type as those we
have described—which our correspondent has not yet seen.

Cyprus.—Mr. William Clifford has sent us a third variety of

the halfpenny surcharge upon the penny stamp. This time the

surcharge is much smaller, measuring only 12^ mm. in length,

whilst the letters are barely 2 mm. high. Mr. Clifford has also

sent us an envelope prepaid by penny stamps without any surcharge.

They are obliterated with the number 942, the postal number of

Larnaca.

The following is an extract from a letter we have received from
Larnaca :

" With reference to the latest surcharge of ' Half-Penny,'

in small letters, this is the explanation. The lithographic stone

got broken, and it was necessary to make another, which was done

;

but the lettering was smaller. The new issue comes out on the

1st July. Our piastre is somewhat different to that of other

countries, nine Cyprus piastres being equal to one shilling English.

The postage to England after the 1st July, for letters under \ oz.,

will be two piastres."

Denmark.—Of the issue of post cards of 1875 there appear

to exist two varieties of the 8 ore. In one the numeral within the

circle is considerably broader than in the other.

France.—We have to thank Messrs. Whitfield,

King and Co. for the first of the new Timbres Taxe
stamps which we have seen. It appears that our

correspondent, M. Gruat, led us into error in

February, when he informed us that the new issue

of these stamps was to be adorned with " an effigy."

We give an engraving of the stamp, which is a

cheerful little label without much meaning.

Timbre Taxe. 30 centimes, black ; engraved and surface-printed on white
glace paper

; perf. l^J.

French Colonies.—M. Moens, who has had an opportunity of
examining the stamps which we described on the authority of the

Ami des Timbres last month, says that the colours correspond,

value for value, with those of the home stamps in actual use.

There is also a 15 centimes.

New type, 15 centimes, blue on azure.



82 NOVELTIES, DISCOVERIES, AND RESUSCITATIONS.

Great Britain.—Since the 1st June Britons have enjoyed the

privilege of prepaying their letters with the inland revenue receipt

stamps, and of receipting their bills with the current Id. postage

stamp.

The new combined postage and receipt stamp is ready, although

not yet issued to the public. It has the usual De La Rue portrait of

her Majesty, enframed by an oval of solid colour, inscribed, in white

block letters, "postage and inland revenue" above, and "one
penny " below. There is a narrow border of two lines filled in

with pearls. No ornaments in spandrels or elsewhere.

Id. j lilac, on white surfaced paper; ivmk., crown (1880) ;
per/. 14.

With regard to the 1-J-d. post card which we referred to in our

last number as having been issued with the additional inscription

" and Ireland," it appears that we were misinformed by our cor-

respondent, who also led the Timbre-Poste astray.

Greece.—The Timbre-Poste says that the 5 lepta postage stamps

are being issued without the numeral 5 at the back.

India.—At the last meeting of the Philatelic Society was shown
a new official card for the use of the post-office department. In

the upper central portion of the card are the arms of Great Britain,

surmounted by the inscription, in a curve, " on postal service."

On the same line with the arms is "east india" to left, and "post
card" to right. Below is the usual notification, "the address
ONLY," &C.

Official Post Card (without expressed value), yellow-green on white card
;

size 120 x 74 mm.

Ester0.

Italy.—The 25 and 50
centimes, head of King Hum-
bert, are now current as "Es-
teros." The cornerornaments
differ slightly from those in

the ordinary stamp, and the

drawing is rather less heavily

shaded.

25 centimes, blue, with curved black surcharge.

50 ,, violet ,, ,, „

Java.—M. Moens has taken up the glove (which at the instance

of a correspondent we threw down in our April number) on behalf

of certain 12J cents Java post cards surcharged "vijf cent."

He says, "We have before us at the moment of writing several

obliterated specimens of several varieties :

" 1st. Surcharged obliquely from top to bottom and from left to right.

2nd. ,, ,, ,, bottom to top and from right to left.

3rd. ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, left to right.

4th.
,

, horizontally.

5th. ,, ,, surcharge reversed.

6th. ,, vertically from bottom to top.

"The two first are surcharged in red, and have been used in

Sanjofmas, on the 17th December, 1879, and at Cheribon, on the
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18th December, 1879. The four last are surcharged in blue, and
were used in Pekalongau, 1 9th December ; Tagal, same date

;

Ja/para, 17th December, and Kedirie, 13th December, 1879.
" We may add that we possess another obliterated card, name of

town illegible, but postmarked 16—4—1880, with the surcharge
' vijf cent,' in small red letters. Another, surcharged in small

blue capitals, with a hyphen between the words 'vijf and 'cent,'

which was used at Oardoc (1). One with ' 5 cent ' in one line in

small blue capitals; and finally, a 12| cent card postmarked

Madioen, which is simply surcharged with the numeral ' 5 ' in

black."

Norway.—We have two new cards of the value of 6 + 6 ore

and 10+10 ore. The first card is inscribed as follows: 1st.

"brevkort fra norge," 2nd, " (paa denne side skrives kun
adressen)." Below are four dotted lines for address, the first pre-

ceded by "til." In the left lower angle is printed, in two lines,

" omboiede kort er bestimt til svaret." The stamp, of the same
type as the adhesives, is in the right upper angle. The whole is

enclosed by the usual key-patterned border. The second half differs

from the first only in having the word "svar" between the first

and second lines of inscription, and by the omission of the direc-

tions hi the left lower angle. The 10 + 10 ore card differs from
the one described above in having three lines of inscription instead

of two; viz. 1st,
" verdenspostporeningen (union postale uni-

verselle) ; " 2nd, " brevkort fra norge (norvege) ; " 3rd,
" (paa denne side) " etc., and by having in addition to the direc-

tions in Norwegian in the left lower angle, the translation of same
into French. The second half has "svar (reponse) " between the

second and third lines of inscription, and no directions in the left

lower angle. The two cards are joined along the top, the impression

being on the first and third faces, and both cards are very distinctly

watermarked with five rows of post-horns.

6 + 6 ore, pale green on white.

10+10 ,, ,, rose ,,

Size of frame, 126 x 70 mm., or 5 x 2f inches

Orange Free State.—We have seen a stamp, purporting to

be a provisional one penny, which we believe to be a genuine
article. It is the 5s. postage stamp, with the value obliterated by
a broad bar, and with "Id." surcharged on the upper portion of

the stamp.

Provisional. Id., surcharged (and original value obliterated) in black on
the 5s. green.

Persia.—We have received a new postage stamp, probably one
of a set, from the dominions of the Shah. It is a bad stamp to

describe, and we have not time to engrave it. In the centre is a
triptich, or triple arch in the Alhambra style, from which peeps
forth the sun in glory. In the two upper corners are white circles

with Persian characters. Below the sun is a scrolled label, lettered

"poste persane" on the left, and with what is probably the
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Persian equivalent on the right half. Beneath, on an oval of solid

colour, are the numerals " 25 " in white. The rest of the orna-

mentation is indescribable ; but we hope to give an illustration of

the stamp next month. The border is of a deeper colour than the

rest of the stamp.

25 shahi (?), green, on white wove paper ; shape, large upright rectangular

;

perf. 13.

Philippines.— It has been represented to us, and we admit the

force of the representations, that it will be better in future to refer

to this Spanish dependency under this heading than under the old

one of Luzon, which we have hitherto employed. We received

another provisional stamp, at present in use there, just too late to

be able to describe it in our last. It is the 2 reales Derecho

Judicial fiscal, surcharged in the same way as the first 10 cents,

"HABIL1TAD0 PARA CORREOS. 8 C.MS."

Provisional. 8 cms., surcharged in black on the 2 reales blue Derecho
Judicial.

Queensland.—In the June number of the Timbre-Poste M.
Moens gives an amusing instance of the ignorance of post-office

officials of the very wares they sell. The authorities at Brisbane

have assured him that the 2s. blue postage stamp is purely

imaginary. And yet we have seen plenty of them on letters the

postage of which they have prepaid !

Roumania.—This new kingdom has since the 1st May been in

possession of a set of unpaid letter stamps, which in design remind

us slightly of the Italian stamps used for a similar purpose. In the

centre of the stamp, upon a white oval, is the numeral of value.

There are plain white labels at the top and bottom, and labels,

pointed at the ends, on either side. They are inscribed, in coloured

block letters,
" taxa de Plata" (tax to pay), at the top; "bam,"

with a star before and after the word, at the bottom ;
" pusta," on

the left, and " romana," on the right. Four scpiare coloured

blocks, each with a white postdiorn, occupy the angles. The
spandrels are filled in with conventional ornaments. M. Moens
says that there are six values :

2 bani, *

5 „
10 „
30 ,,

50
60

shape, oblong rectangular ;

dark brown imp. on white paper
per/, 11$.

Roumelia.—M. Moens is pestered just now by a certain corres-

pondent—a M. Glavany, who is, we believe, a dealer at Constanti-

nople—and whose authority in the matter of what is and what is

not genuine appears to be extremely doubtful. His latest attack

is upon the Eastern Eoumelian stamps, surcharged " roumelie
orientale," which we described in Aprd upon the authority of the

Timbre-Post, and which M. Glavany now asserts, as he did in the

case of the Mount Athos stamps, to be " une ijrosse carotte."
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Messrs. Whitfield, King and Co. send us a letter from an official

in a high position at Philippopolis, which is franked by five of these

very stamps. The letter serves to prove that we were correct in

supposing that these stamps were duly prepared for use. That they

have received the additional surcharge of "r.o." no more proves

that they are bogus productions than the surcharge of " 3 " upon
the current 3d. Cape of Good Hope proves that the few stamps of

that value, which passed through the post prior to the numeral 3

being surcharged upon them, were not genuine, and intended for

use as prepared. We quote freely from Messrs. Whitfield, King
and Co.'s correspondent, as the subject is interesting, and the

gentleman in question writes excellent English. He says :

" I have received your letter. The party who has reported that

the stamps in question are not authentic is evidently completely

ignorant of how and why special stamps were, and are, furnished

by the Turkish government for this province's use. The organic

statute, on the basis of which this province is governed, indepen-

dently of the Sublime Porte, prescribes that the latter shall furnish

special postage stamps for the use of this province. JSTothwith-

standing the provision in the organic statute, the Porte endeavoured,

by delay and other means, to force the province to use its own
stamps ; therefore was introduced the stamp of Franco to prepay
letters with. The Porte protested against this, and promised to

prepare immediately the requisite special stamps ; and meanwhde
it sent to this government some 50,000 piastres worth of its own
stamps to be used until the special ones were ready. This govern-

ment refused to accept them, and continued to use the stamp
Franco. Among the stamps then sent were all those in question,

with Eoumelie Orientale stamped in the centre of the ordinary

Turkish stamps. This was done in Constantinople. It was these

10 para stamps which were first sent here and refused. The Porte

continued, however, to send more to its agent here, until the sum
of 50,000 piastres worth was complete ; but all those which it sent

after the 10 paras values were the ordinary Turkish stamps, with-

out anything added to them.
" At length the special stamps were ready, but the Porte insisted

that this government should first of all accept the 50,000 piastres

worth of stamps already sent to its agent. A compromise was
made, and it was agreed that this government, before issuing these

50,000 piastres worth of stamps, should surcharge them with 'r.o.'

The 10 para stamps in question are issued to the public, but with
the 'r.o.' in addition to the 'roumelie orientale.' These I now
send you were obtained from the secretary's office before the 'r.o.'

was stamped on them. The same stamps are obtainable here in

the post-office, but only with the additional 'r.o.' I post the

stamps as they are, but they may, when passing through the office,

be surcharged with 'r.o.' in addition."

Memorandum.—They have come safely through the post without
the letters "r.o." being added to them. So much for M. Glavany.

29**
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It is to be noted that the surcharge of " roumelie orientale " was
done in Constantinople, and that of " r.o." at Philippopolis.

Servia.—We have the 5 + 5 paras, brown on rose, card, similar

to the 5 paras card which we described last March, but with an

additional inscription of two words beneath the arms, and on the

second half an additional inscription of one word. Both inscrip-

tions are in Servian characters. We have also received the Postal

Union cards, which are of the value of 10 and 10 + 10 paras, and
are inscribed as follows : 1st, "serbie—union postale universelle—carte postale," in one straight line ; 2nd, a semicircular in-

scription in Servian characters ; 3rd, two words in a straight line

in the same characters, below four ruled lines for address, and in

left lower angle a line of directions in Servian, with translation

into French below. The stamp, of same type as adhesives, is in

right upper angle, and the same arms, crown, and mantle as on the

5 paras cards are in the left upper angle. The whole is enclosed by
a key-patterned border. The reply-paid card has an additional

inscription beneath the third line, consisting of two words in

Servian characters, with their translation into French ; and on the

second half an additional inscription (also beneath the third line),

consisting of one word in Servian characters, with its translation

into French. The reply-paid cards are joined at the top, and are

impressed on the first and third faces.

10 paras, lilac-blue on pale buff.

10 + 10 ,, brown ,, „
Size of frame, 129 x 80 mm., or 5-rV * 3j inches.

Spain.—We do not know of any country, other than Spain, in

which individuals who have rendered distinguished service to the

post-office department are rewarded by the privilege of sending the

special work, which it is intended to honour, post free. In some
cases, we believe, the privilege extends to the free transmission of

private correspondence. Senor Figueroa (well-known to philatelists

under his assumed name of Dr. Thebussem) has more than one

variety of frank stamp, which, applied to his correspondence,

franks it all over Spain and her colonies. Collectors are familiar

with the stamp used by Senor Castell to frank his pamphlet,

entitled, Cartilla Postal de Espaiia, in terms of the privilege

granted to him by a decree of 22nd December, 1869. The same
privilege has now been accorded to Senor Duro for the free trans-

mission of the work which we reviewed last month. He also has

adopted an adhesive stamp, of which he has been kind enough to

send us a specimen, which we shall endeavour to describe.

In a pearled oval, the top, bottom, and sides of which are im-

pinged upon by the border of the stamp, on a ground of horizontal

lines, is an olive branch supporting an open book. On the left-

hand page is "sellos de correo," and on the right "resena
historica, and what appears to be a gigantic postage stamp
between the two words. There are plain, straight, double-lined labels

at the top and bottom—the first inscribed " franquicia," and the
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second "postal," in block letters. The side labels are filled in

with horizontal lines, and have each an ornament, resembling a

buckle, in the middle. The spandrels are decorated with arabes-

ques, and there are facetted ornaments at the four corners. Litho-

graphed in black upon buff paper ; shape, upright rectangular

;

gummed ; imperforate.

Switzerland.—It appears that the 10 centimes envelope has

gone back to its original watermark of a dove.

Tasmania.—Series of October, 1853. Van Diemen's Land.

Issue I. The plate of the 4d. octagonal, orange, has on the lower

margin, below the bottom row of stamps, the following imprint, in

Italics :

"Printed by A. and C. Best G.W. Coard, Sc."

This may be noted as a confirmation of the statements (Record,

1880, page 9) in the Reference List of the Philatelic Society.

Collectors will do well to preserve marginal notes and imprints, as

also to record the sizes of sheets, and the number and arrangement

of the stamps on them.

Tobago.—We have seen a pair of very curious provisional

stamps of undoubted authenticity, postmarked the 6th November,
1880. The stamp consists of the 6d., orange, value cut in two,

and either half surcharged Id., in black ink with a pen. This

primitive style of surcharge reminds us of the first Id. Griqualands.

The 6d. postage stamp of the new type—that is, with the word
" postage " introduced into the lower curve of the circle which
enframes the head—is now in circulation. The colour is changed.

Provisional. Id. , surcharged with pen in black ink on half of the 6d., orange.

Mew Type. 6d., stone.

Turk's Islands.—We are indebted to Mr. W. Clifford for the

first sight of another provisional ^d. It consists of the current Id.

value surcharged \ in black. Dr. Viner sends us the 2| and two
types of the 4 on the Is. plum-coloured stamp.

Provisional. |d., surcharged in black on Id., red.

2gd. ,, ,, Is., plum.
4d. ,, ,, Is.

AN ADVERTISEMENT,
Mr. W. Clifford, of Hull, calls upon us to expose the nefarious

practices of a Mr. C. Killick, who dates his letters from Tollington

House, Farringdon, Berks. This sinful youth sent, unsolicited, to

Mr. Clifford a parcel of forty-three stamps, of which only four are

genuine. The remainder, which have been sent to us for inspection,

are low-class forgeries. If Mr. Killick is cognizant of the nature

of his wares hanging is too good for him. If he is not able to

recognize a palpable forgery when he sees one, he ought still to be

hanged to warn him and others against dealing in what they know
nothing about.
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THE PORTE DE MAR STAMPS OF MEXICO.

We borrow the following interesting particulars respecting the Porte de Mar
stamps from the Berliner III. Philatelisten Zeitung :

"We are often asked what the real signification of the Porte de Mar
stamps may he, and we are now in a position, thanks to an official communi-
cation dated 16th April, to afford the following information. The Porte de
Mar stamps were stuck upon the back of correspondence in order that the

Post Office at Vera Cruz might be able to certify to the captains of the

French and English packets what was the amount of postage to pay on each
letter.

"The black Porte de Mar stamps were of two kinds—A, with large

numerals, drawn at the same time as the rest of the stamp, and with the

word 'centavos' measuring 10 mm. B, with smaller numerals, which have
been partially or entirely added to the stamp, traces of which doctoring are

generally visible, and with the word ' centavos ' measuring 8 mm.
" Each sheet of stamps of the A type contained but one value. Those of

the B type are of one value up to 20 centavos ; beyond that value they con-

sist of fifty-six stamps in eight vertical rows of seven stamps, which are

thus arranged :

25 35 50 60 60 85 85

25 35 50 75 75 100 100

25 35 50 60 60 85 85

25 35 50 75 75 100 100

25 35 50 60 60 85 85

25 35 50 75 75 100 100

25 35 50 60 60 85 85

25 35 50 75 75 100 100

"The perforated specimens which are occasionally met with owe their

origin to private enterprise. The coloured Porte de Mar stamps, which were
each separately drawn upon stone, served the same purpose as the 'series

which they superseded. The black series became obsolete in January, 1880,
and the coloured one in June of the same year. There are excellent forgeries

of these stamps in the market, and therefore buyers are warned to be
cautious.

"

The above description of these stamps is by no means exhaustive, although
it throws much light upon the subject. Of the two leading types, A and B,
there must be numerous sub-varieties. Upon examining our specimens, we
are bound to agree with Herr Foure that none of the stamps which we had
arranged as the large numeral series show any signs of the numerals of value

having been tampered with, or being other than an integral portion of the
stamp ; whereas in the small numeral series the numerals, or portions of

them, with one exception, to which we shall refer later on, all appear to have
been inserted at a different time to that at which the remainder of the design

was executed, and present a patchy appearance, for which Ave have always
been puzzled to account. But, admitting the excellence of Herr Foure's rough
subdivision of these stamps into types A and B, we should be glad of his

assistance in coming to some conclusions in respect of sub-types or varieties.

In the first place, we find stamps of both series which, as compared with
others of the same series, are much more finely drawn as regards the back-
ground of horizontal lines. Then we have a 5 centavos with a particularly
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curly head, which we had placed amongst the B series ; but upon examining
it more closely, by the light of Herr Foure's article, we find that the word
"centavos" measures 10 mm., which relegates it to the A series, in spite of

the smallness of the numeral. But as the numeral is evidently " eingesetzt,"

or altered at some time subsequent to the rest of the stamp having been
drawn, this circumstance hurls it back again to take its place amongst the

B's. This stamp is undoubtedly genuine, but it seems to be an outcast for

all that. Then we have another postmarked 5 centavos, which lords it over

all the rest in the size of its numeral. This should entitle it to be ranked as an
A ; but although it shows no sign of the numeral having been inserted later

than the rest of the design, the word centavos only measures S mm. ! Again,
there are the differences in the numerals themselves. Of the 5 centavos we
have two types of small numerals hi which the word " centavos " measures
10 mm., and two others, in one of which the numeral is unusually large, with
" centavos " measuring only 8 mm. Of the 2 centavos we have three types,

which vary very little as regards the size, but very much as regards the shape
of the numeral ; one of these has the large, and the other two have the small

"centavos." Of the 75 centavos we have also three very distinct types of

numeral—one large, with " centavos " 10 mm., and two small, with the 8 mm.
word. The smallest contribution to a better understanding of these trouble-

some stamps will be thankfully accepted, and we look to Herr Foure, who
has resided in Mexico, and who appears to be an authority on the stamps of

this country, to enlighten us.

THE POST CARDS OF ROUMANIA,
By "A POST CARD COLLECTOR:'

Part II.*

{Continued from page 112, Vol. I.)

Issue 1875.

Medium-sized card, 150 x 90 mm. At top " carta de posta," with dash

beneath. Four dotted lines for address, first preceded by D, and the third

by " la." Lower part of card, which is separated from the upper part by a

thick line, is divided into two columns, devoted to five paragraphs of instruc-

tions. Arms of Roumania to left, and stamp, in colour, to right. Type set

in black on buff.

5 bani blue

First Issue.

Par. 1. " Cartile de Posta se vendu. Particularilor."

„ 4. "Plateste."
First Variety.

Par. 2. Semicircular accent over " a " of " decat."

„ 3. Semicircular accent over " a " of " cat."

„ 3. " Posibil " with one " s.

"

Large D.

,, 5. " Scrisorile " with one " s."

„ 2. "Ocrrespon" for "Oorrespon."

Second Variety.

Circumflex accent over " decat " and " cat." \

"Possibil"
—

"Scrissorile." ( a m{1 ii r>

Par. 4. No accent over " a " of " Plateste.

"

i ^
man XA

„ 5. No accent over "a" of " Platinduse." )

* It will be noted that the D's, of which the various /T\
sizes are noted in this article, are all of this type (j(J
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Third Variety.

Semicircular accent over " Decat " and " cat."
)

" Posibil "—" Scrisorile." [ Large D.
Par. 2. No cedilla under " t " of " cartii."

)

Fourth Variety.

Circumflex accent over " decat" and " cat."
)

" Possibil "—" Scrissorile."
[ Small D.

Par. 2. No accent over " a " of " Correspondenta." )

Fifth Variety.

Semicircular accent over " Decat " and " cat." \

"Posibil"—"Scrisorile." f T n
Par. 4. No period. (

Large D -

„ 5. No accent over "a" of "Posta." )

Sixth Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat."
)

" Posibil"—" Scrisorile."
J

Small D.
Par. 1. "de valoarea" for "pe valoarea."

)

Seventh Variety.

Circumflex accent on " Decat ;

" semicircular accent on " cat." )

Par. 3. " Serissa" for " Scrissa." } Large D.
"Posibil"—"Scrisorile."

)

Eighth Variety.

Circumflex accent on " Decat " and " cat." \

" Possibil "—" Scrissorile."
( q ,, n

Par. 2. No accent over " a " of " Correspondenta." (
ftmau v -

„ 4. No period ; no accent over " a" of " Plateste." )

Ninth Variety.

Semicircular accent over " Decat " and " cat." \ T n
"Possibil"—"Scrisorile." ) ^arge Vm

Tenth Variety.

Circumflex accent on " Decat " and " cat." )

" Possibil "—" Scrissorile."

Par. 1. No accent over "a" of "Posta."

„ 4. No accent over " a " of " Plateste."

Small D.

Second Issue.

Par. 1. " Cartile de Posta se vindii particularilor."

„ 4. "Platesce."
First Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat."
)

"Possibil." > Large D.
" Scrissorile."

)

Second Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat." ) Small D
" Possibil "—" Scrissorile." > and

Par. 4. " Nimic " for " Nimicu." ) Large D.

Third Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat."
)

" Possibil "—" Scrisorile."
[

Large D.
Par. 1. No period.

'
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Fourth Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat."
" Possibil "—" Scrissorile." \ Small D.

Par. 2. No comma after "Adressa."

Fifth Variety.

Circumflex accent on " Decat " and " cat." N

" Possibil "—" Scrissorile."
( T ^

Par. 1. " Valorea " for " valoarea."
Lar^ v.

„ 4. No period. J

A few cards of this variety are found with "d" in "carta de posta"
printed sideways ( p ).

Sixth Variety.

Circumflex accent on " Decat " and " cat." \
" Possibil." I Small D

Par. 1. No hyphen between " Telegrafo " and " Postale." > and
„ 2. Period after " Correspond. i Large D.

„ 5. " Scrisssorile " with three " s's." /

Seventh Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat." )

" Possibil "—" Scrissorile." > Large D.
Par. 3. Second " s " of " Adressa " upside down. )

Eighth Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat."
" Possibil "—" Scrissorile,"

Par. 1. First "i"in "Biurourile" like a "j." f « „ n
,, 2. No period.

SmaU D "

„ 4. No period.

„ 5. Second " s " of " Scrissorile " upside down.

Ninth Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat."
)

" Possibil "—" Scrissorile." I Jnr aT,

Par. 1. " i " in " Nominala " like a " j.

"

(
LarSe v '

„ 4. No period. )

Tenth Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat." )

" Possibil "—" Scrissorile."

Par. 3. Second " s " of " adressa " upside down.
„ 4. "Aducatorulor" for "aducatorului."

Small D.

Eleventh Variety.

Circumflex accent on " Decat ;

" semicircular accent on " cat."
)

"Possibil"—"Scrissorile."
[

Large D.
Par. 4. No accent on "a" of "Platesce." )

Twelfth Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat " and " cat." \ « n n
" Possibil "—" Scrisorile.

"

}
bnia11 v -

Thirteenth Variety.

Semicircular accent on " Decat" and " cat." )

"Possibil"—"Scrissorile." > Large D.
Par. 5. "Pot"for"Potu." )
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NOTES ON PIGMENTS.

Bij " CIIEMICUS."

YELLOW PIGMENTS.

In ray last paper I described the red pigments, and we now pass on to the
next group, viz.

,
yellow pigments, which are not so numerous or important

as the last. The best and brightest of the yellow pigments belong to the

inorganic world, only one or two being derived from animal or vegetable
sources. The first that claims our notice is chrome-yellow, which is probably
the most important, although not the best of the yellows, for being a lead

compound, the chromate, it partakes of the properties which are most injurious

to the reputation of lead pigments ; viz. , the blackening by exposure to air

and light. Various shades of chrome-yellow, from a pale lemon to a dark
yellow, are made by mixing the pure pigment with varying quantities of

whitening, or some other white pigment, according to the shade required.

Cologne yellow is the name given to a pale yellow pigment, prepared by
mixing chrome-yellow with the sulphates of lead and lime.

Turner's yellow, patent yellow, and Cassell yellow are all oxychlorides of

yellow, and are pigments of a fugitive character.

Jaune paille mineral is a sulphate of lead with an excess of lead oxide.

Naples yellow, a compound of antimony and lead oxides, was at one time
extensively used, but is now much less so. It is of a very fugitive character.

The term ochre is one applied to many natural pigments, consisting of an
earthy base, coloured by some metallic oxide, nearly all of which have
alumina as the base, with one or other of the iron oxides as the colouring

material.

Yellow-ochre is the name applied to those ochres which have a dull yellow

colour. Some of them are named from the locality in which they are found

;

as, for instance, Oxford yellow, or Oxford ochre, and raw sienna, a valuable

yellow pigment found at Sienna, in Italy. These ochres are dull colours, but
in consequence of their great permanency form valuable pigments. When
subjected to calcination they become of a* darker colour, and form other pig-

ments, such as burnt sienna, &c. which I will mention in their proper place.

Cadmium yellow, a sulphide of cadmium, is a pigment of great beauty and
permanency. For artistic works, where permanency is desired, it bids fair

to outstrip all other yellow pigments. It is also known by the name of
" Jaune brilliant.

"

Gamboge is a resin found in a tree which grows abundantly at Cambogia,
in Siam ; the juice of the leaves and branches is allowed to flow into vessels,

where it thickens, and then becomes an article of commerce as gamboge. It

is a transparent pigment of good colour, and possesses a fair degree of per-

manency.
Indian yellow, or purree, is the dried sediment of elephants' urine, and is

imported into this country from India and China, but is not of much import-

ance as a pigment.
Gall-stone is a biliary calculus formed in the gall-bladder of man and many

other animals.

Dutch, English, and Italian pinks arc the absurd names given to yellow-

lakes prepared from various yellow woods, such as fustic, quercitron, &c. In

consequence of their fugitive character, they are of very little use.

Closely related to the yellow pigments are the orange colours.

Orange-lead is a peroxide of lead, very similar in composition and mode of
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YELLOW AND ORANGE PIGMENTS.

Gamboge. Lemon Chrome.

Chrome Yellow. Yellow Oehre.

Raw Sienna. Orange Chrome.

Orange Lead. Burnt Sienna.
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manufacture to red-lead, and, like all lead pigments, it rapidly blackens when
exposed to the air. Certain of the German stamps illustrate this property

in a remarkable degree.

Chrome-orange is manufactured from chrome-yellow, and is consequently

a chromate of lead.

Burnt sienna is a pigment of great permanence and value. As its name
indicates, it is prepared by burning raw sienna, and it owes its colouring

properties to one of the oxides of iron.

Annatto is a vegetable colouring matter, prepared from the seeds of
' Bixa orellana," a tree grown in South America.

Orpiment is a sulphide of arsenic, which exists naturally in many parts of

the earth. At one time it was- much used, but now, in consequence of its

poisonous properties and fugitive character, it is rapidly going out of use.

In painting and colour printing orange colours are usually prepared by
mixing l'ed and yellow pigments together, in preference to using an orange
pigment.

(To be continued.)

DEVILLED POST CARDS.

To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Dear Sir,—You doubtless remember the report last year that the first issue

of Mauritius post cards had been reprinted. This report was mentioned in

the Philatelic Record, for May, 1S80, and in the following month you pub-
lished a letter in which I gave my reasons for believing a reprint to be
impossible ; and in September you stated that the opinion I had given had
been confirmed by the enquiries which I had made, adding that " the proper
name for these so-called reprints is therefore /orreries."

I mention these little preliminaries, as I think they may prove instructive.

Nothing more was published about these spurious cards, and I began to

hope that the report might have been unfounded, and that nothing of the
kind existed ; when, early in April last, I received a letter from Mr. G.
Campbell, enclosing a specimen of what he termed " the so-called reprint

Mauritius post card," together with a letter to him from Mr. Schmidt de
Wilde, which enclosed a specimen of the card. I may state here that Mr.
Campbell is a member of the Philatelic Societies both of London and of

Paris ; that he is a collector who has devoted especial study to post cards,

and that he has given me every assistance in investigating this matter.
Mr. Schmidt de Wilde is also a well-known philatelist, and a member of

the French Society. The following is an extract from his letter to Mr.
Campbell

:

" I enclose a card of Mauritius, which you may show to Mr. B and
W , adding that I received it directly from Mauritius, from a gentleman
who is not a collector, and who could not understand where I found sixteen
varieties, all cards he bought at the post for me being exactly the same

—

which is true, as the only difference (the name of the lithographer) is not on
these cards."

The card enclosed was an exact facsimile of the cards first issued in

Mauritius, but, as stated in Mr. de Wilde's letter, the name of the litho-

grapher was conspicuous by its absence.

As I was in Mauritius when post cards were first brought into use there,

and for some time after the first issue became obsolete, and inasmuch as a
friend of mine resident there has since tried in vain to get me specimens of

that issue, I at once felt convinced that this new variety had not been pur-
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chased at the post office there, and I could only suppose that Mr. de Wilde's

correspondent had deceived him. I accordingly wrote to Mr. Campbell,
requesting him to ask Mr. de Wilde, on my behalf, for some further infor-

mation about these cards, and in particular for the name of his correspondent,

and the date at which the cards were supposed to have been bought. I stated

also that I would write to Mauritius and make enquiries about them there.

Mr. Campbell, however, was unable to obtain any information from Mr.
de Wilde.

I then wrote to Mr. de Wilde direct, giving at some length my reasons

both for doubting the authenticity of the cards, of which he had sent a
specimen to Mr. Campbell, and for believing that they had not been bought
at the post office in Mauritius, as stated by his correspondent. I further

asked Mr. de Wilde, in the interests of philately, to give me such information

on the subject as would enable me to make enquiries in Mauritius.

Mr. de Wilde refused to do this, for the following reasons :

First, that no collector had been deceived by these cards, as he had only

received a very small number of them, which were still in his possession, and
that therefore he did not consider them worth making a fuss about.

Second, that it was probable that the absence of the lithographer's name
was due to the specimens being bad impressions.

Third, that if there was any fraud in the case he had no wish to get his

friend into trouble.

Now the first of these reasons is not of much value, unless Mr. de Wilde
wishes it to be understood that he is in possession of all the cards of the

doubtful type that there are in existence, which could hardly be the case,

unless either he had made them himself or they had been made on purpose
for him by his Mauritius friend, instead of having been bought at the post

office. If Mr. de Wilde does not know the whereabouts of all these cards,

it is evidently impossible for him to say that no collector has been deceived

by them.
The second reason is equally difficult to uphold. The cards are supposed

to have been bought in the usual way. How is it that all the cards that

Mr. de Wilde's friend bought were without the name of the lithographer,

while all those that other people bought had the name ?

The third reason is the only one of any value ; but then let Mr. de Wilde
either sift the matter himself, or assist others to do so ; and in any case let

philatelists be informed of the result ; for if Mr. de Wilde's correspondent
has deceived him, he may try to deceive others also ; and if he has been
himself deceived, let him be exonerated, and let the blame fall on the guilty

parties, whoever they may be.

But there are one or two other little points which require explanation.

We first hear of reprints in May, 1880. Reprinting is proved to be
impossible, and the matter drops for a time ; then in April, 1881, appears a
hitherto unheard-of variety, which is described as having been bought at the

post office in Mauritius, by a non-collector,, for a collector living in Europe
;

and we must suppose that, as they were bought for a particular person, they
would have been sent to him at once. When were they bought .'

The cards which they resemble were issued on the 18th February, 1879.

On the following day I purchased all that were then left at the post office

—

not a very large number. I tried in vain afterwards to get any more of

them ; and since I left Mauritius a friend of mine there has tried with
equal unsuccess. I am sure that I may safely say that none of these cards

were bought at the post office except on those two days in February, 1879.

How is it then that this variety supposed to have been bought by Mr. de
Wilde's friend is not heard of until April, 1881, two years later I

Does it not seem probable that this variety is the result of the (supposed)

reprinting which was exposed a year ago I

Again, you will have noticed that when Mr. Campbell sent me the card in

question, he termed it "the so-called reprint." I enquired of him why he
had termed it a reprint, as Mr. de Wilde's letter did not so describe it, and
he replied as follows :

" When I wrote to Mr. Wilson " (Messrs. Pemberton,
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Wilson, and Co.), "April, 1880, to inform Mm that reprints had been seen, I

only stated what Mr. de Wilde had told me !

"

Surely, for the sake of his own reputation as a collector, Mr. Schmidt de
Wilde should give some explanation of his connection (or that of his

Mauritius correspondent) first, with the impossible reprint of 1880, and
second, with the more than doubtful variety of 1881.

Leaving him to do this, I remain, &c, Edw. B. Evans.

AN UNCHRONICLED STAMP.

Sir,—Nothing is more interesting to a philatelist than to examine the
albums of his contemporaries, and observe how the peculiar individuality of

each collector impresses itself on his favourite pursuit.

One will be strong in pairs or blocks of unsevered specimens ; another
will delight in multiplicity of shades and tints ; a thud is curious in errors

and varieties of the press ; while some, now indeed very few, devote their

energies to proofs and essays. Each and every school and style of collecting-

has its excellencies and use, and it is impossible to look over any collection

without either seeing something which one never knew of, or gathering (if it

be only in arrangement) some hints of practical utility.

It is not often, however, that one has the pleasure to discover something
which has remained hitherto unchronicled, and still less to be able to announce
it without fear of having hereafter to " dish oneself on one's own words," or

become the gobe-mouche of varieties, as poor Dr. Magnus bids fair to become.
In his anxiety to convict the London Society of inaccuracy, our good friend

forgets that he lives in a very prominent edifice of glass, and, if stones are

to be thrown, he need put up his shutters, put on his spectacles, and leave a
little of his sensitiveness to criticism behind him.

His name, as that of a sincerely earnest worker, is held by all philatelists

in respect. But while we feel that Dr. Legrand was entirely honest in the

affair of the stamps of Moresnet (where he was taken in with other people)

in his curious error about the Post Offirr Mauritius (mentioned in the

Timbre-Poste, 1870, "Apropos de Lunettes"), in his wonderful chronicle of

the false types of Moldavia (to which four-fifths of an elaborate work are

devoted, without the least hint on the learned doctor's part that he was
describing utter impostures), and in his statements about the 1845 Finland
envelopes, which fitly crown an edifice of blunders, we see that his critical

faculty is often signally at fault, and that he is rather too ready to describe

anything as genuine.

No one would reproach him for these and similar mistakes were it not for

that assumption of infallibility which hardly sits well on the author of so

much that has to be corrected by other people, or for that overweening-

confidence which cannot brook the least criticism on aught that he either

dues or approves.

The " Member of the London Society " who wrote you expressing his view
that some of the French lists, as published in the Bulletin, are not ideal in

perfection, was temperate in the remark. Those lists arc often slovenly.

That of Turkey, done by Dr. Legrand himself, strikes one as perfunctory

and unsatisfactory to the last degree. Moens' catalogue, a mere dealer's

price list, is far better and clearer in arrangement.

So, too, I may venture to say, the lists of the London Society are very-

open to revision and improvement. As records and contributions, they are

valuable ; as perfect or final, they leave much to be desired.

But I digress from the motive of this letter. In turning over the magni-
ficent volumes of one of our best and earliest collectors, I find among the

Spanish stamps a rara avis which has not attracted the notice of editors,

revieAvers, or societies up to this date, but which nevertheless lies on the

page before me, clear and indubitable :

1S55. "2 reales, green.
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Not lilac, the colour of this value as issued, but green, in the colour of the

2 cuartos. Paper, watermark (lines crossed diagonal wise), gum, all distinct

and satisfactory.

This probably is, like the 2 reales in blue of the 1855 series, an error in

printing, a cast or block of the 2 reales having been by mistake set up in

the form when printing the 2 cuartos.

Perhaps now attention is called to it, some one who has a sufficient piece

of the sheet of the 2 cuartos may be able to set the matter at rest, only, so

far as I know collections, this stamp is extremely scarce, and I hardly

remember to have seen more than one specimen of a pair unsevered.

By the way, I turned to the London Society's catalogue of Spain, and
find, to my surprise, that Issue I. (1850) and most of the succeeding ones

are said to be engraved in line engraving, or taille douce. Is this not an
error ? The 1850 series looks, to an ordinary observer, lithographed ; the

others seem surface-printed, like the French stamps. Indeed, if produced
in line engraving, it would be impossible to account for such errors as the

above, or those chronicled in the 1855 issue, catalogue page 10.

I shall look with interest for the appearance of the French list, and the

views of the great authorities on these questions I moot. Now they are

explained to him, Dr. Magnus will see them as clearly as anyone, only I

hope he will not say he " always knew them," or I shall begin to lose the

confidence I still place in his opinion.

Yours obediently,

East Anglia, Whitsuntide, 1881. Viator.

PHILATELIC ANATOMY.

Dear Sir,—Some of your readers have doubtless seen a piece at the theatre

in which one of the performers blows a musical ah into a trumpet, but no
sound comes forth. He throws the instrument away in disgust; hut after

the lapse of some time, to his great astonishment, the air which had been
bottled up so long breaks out. Last year I ventured to breathe a few very

innocent words to the effect that the French Society was not conspicuously
remarkable for the accuracy of its catalogues, if one might be allowed to

take Turkey, Thurn and Taxis, and Holstein as examples. From the last

bulletin, just issued by the Society, I learn to my amazement that ever

since the 1st July last I have been under the weight of an accusation of

making attaques malveillantes on the Paris Society, though I am utterly

unconscious of any intent of making such "ill-natured attacks." In the

few observations I now have to make, I will endeavour to dip my pen in ink
perfectly free from the gall attributed to me, and will try to be pleasant, and
earn a better character.

The Secretary, in reporting the observations which he dignifies with the

name of "attacks," says that the catalogue of Turkey was published six

months previously, and that of Thurn and Taxis in 1878, and nobody had
found any fault with either of them ;

" and yet all the world knew the
amount of deference with which the Society receives any remarks which
Messrs. Stroobant and Anderson are in the habit of submitting to it." I

certainly am at a loss to see the logic of this, or how it tends to prove that
the catalogues of Turkey and Tour and Taxis are free from imperfections
because none such have been pointed out by these two gentlemen. If they
and the " Reporter " together constitute an infallible trio, how is the profane
world to judge if all the powers of this composite authority have been exer-
cised when two out of the three have given no sign ?

As regards the Holstein stamp, the " Reporter " says that the author of

the "ill-natured attacks" appears to forget that "the information on which
he relies was only brought to light in June, 1880." What information ?

The article which appeared in the Timbre-Poste does not seem to be the
result of information, but of examination. The " Reporter " then goes on
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to discuss a question which I never referred to, and to argue that there are
not four types, but only one type, divisible into two sub-types, of each of

which there are two varieties. Perhaps the rule now laid down by Dr.
Magnus may be interesting to your readers, and will be useful to them in the
perusal of his other works. He says : "II n'y en a qu'un seul dessin, done
il n'y a quJun seul type. Mais"—and now comes the but so far as the
Holstein stamp is concerned

—

"Mais ce dessin a 4t4 re/ait." This operation
reduces the type into two sous-types; and then come the varieties. I con-

fess I do not understand the process ; but one thing appears perfectly clear

—

that the concentrated wisdom of the French Society did not find out the
varieties, but that the discovery of them was due to the acumen of the
editor of the Timbre-Poste. I should never presume to enter into any dis-

cussion on the question of types with Dr. Magnus ; for if there is one thing
more than another for which he is remarkable, it is the great power he
possesses in anatomising a stamp, and showing its various types. I prefer to

sit at the feet of Gamaliel, and to listen and learn. This power of dissection

and discrimination Avas remarkably shown in the brochure on the stamps of

Moldavia, in which the Doctor exhibited such a knowledge of all the points

of the bulls' heads as was worthy of the most experienced judge at an
agricultural show. The descriptions show a whole herd, with short and long
horns, crumpled horns and straight horns, flopping ears and cocked ears,

large noses and small noses, until we find that there are five types—not sous-

types, or typ>es with differences, but five actual types—for each value of 54
paras, 81 paras, and 108 paras. As Dominie Sampson says, it was Pro-
digious! It is true that some important considerations were lost sight of,

or rather one important matter should have been settled first; for when this

did turn up, four out of the five types were found to be duffers, or wolves in

sheep's clothing, and had to be decently interred. It was something like the
" house that Jack built

;

" the " cow with the crumpled horn tossed the boy," &c.
Recent investigations tend to show that the examination of the types of

the Finland envelopes, 1845, of 10 kop. , red, and 20 kop. , black, vert-russe,

&c, and the 20 kop., 1850, will prove to have been a dissection of a bundle
of forgeries. Indeed, so much profound study was exhausted in this chef
d'oiuvre of the Doctor's, that the whole mass of collectors accepted these

envelopes as good, in the belief that the great master of the art would not
take so much pains with a subject, were not the authenticity of the envelope
itself free from all doubt.

I do not purpose to say more about the Spanish catalogue, as it is still in-

complete. One thing I have ascertained is, that the examen approfondi of

the question about the 2 reales, blue, of 1851, was not assisted by the pre-

sence either of the stamp or of some remarkable essays of the stamps of

that year which exist in a well-known collection in England. No doubt the
existence of the 1 real of 1855, of the same colour and paper (watermarked,
loops) as the 2 reales—and of the 2 reales of 1S56, of the same colour and
paper (watermarked, crossed lines) as the 2 cuartos—will be as satisfactorily

accounted for as the 2 reales of 1851, of the same colour and paper as the

6 reales.

I am, dear sir, yours truly,

A Member op the London Society.

London, June 14, 1881.



98 MORE BOGIES.

MORE BOGIES.

No sooner has one dishonest tamperer with stamps been discovered and

exposed than another comes to the front, and those who endeavour to protect

collectors against fraud would need to be argus-eyed. The forgers and mani-

pulators of to-day are a very different class from those whose miserable litho-

graphed imitations of engraved stamps afforded such easy sport to the

compilers of the "spud papers" in times past. These old-style forgeries

are still knocking about in ever-decreasing numbers; but they no longer

deceive any save boys, and their price is so low that their restricted sale

can scarcely be remunerative. But the latter-day saints (!) of philatelic

heterodoxy go very differently to work. When they forge a stamp, they

select a very rare one to counterfeit, and spare no pains to make the fob

a good one. As examples of their really dangerous chefs d'ceuvre we may
refer to recent forgeries of the 2 reales, Spam ; the 10c, green, Bolivar; the

provisional Levants, and others. The sale of a few such counterfeits, at

good round sums, enables their concocters to make then-

little pile before

their fraud is exposed.

The fraudulent manipulator of stamps, as distinguished from the forger,

pure and simple, is even a more dangerous reptile, and less easily scotched.

He has a genuine stamp to work upon, and has only to supply the compara-

tively slight missing detail which converts it from a common stamp into a

rarity. This is the benefactor who provides us with Susse, and other per-

forations ; roulettes ; stamps cut in half, and used at half then- facial value
;

surcharges ; rare shades, and other delicacies. One of these artists has

recently turned his attention to the stamps of Denmark, which have hitherto

been amongst the meekest and least exciting labels in our album ; but, as

is usual with his dishonest fraternity, although clever, he is not quite clever

enough, and comes, as we hope to show, signally to grief.

We have recently seen, of the Issue of 1851, the fire r.b.s. in both the

clear yellow and dark brown colours, machine perforated, and at the same

time, and in tolerably large quantities, specimens of the same value and of

the 2 skillings, blue, of 1853, and of the 8 skillings, green, of 1857, similarly

perforated. The perforation gauges about 13i, and is not the 12 perforation

said to have been found on the r.b.s. stamps of 1851, which Moens mentions

in his catalogue with a query, but which is given without reserve by M.
Carreton in the French Society's Bulletin, vol. i. p. 83.

Notwithstanding the fact that most of the specimens we have had sub-

mitted to us are on the original letters which they purport to have franked,

and are obliterated by postmarks extending over stamp and letter, we have

vehement doubts as to the authenticity of this perforation, and our suspicions

are not the less lively because the dates of the letters are all 1852, a year

when no machine which effected a clean, well-cut perforation had been

invented. Great Britain was the first to adopt the system of perforation in
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1854-56. The issue in 1S5S for Denmark was the first officially perforated

in that country, and that by roulette.

No doubt private or unofficial perforation is to be found on Danish stamps

(notably that of the office of M. Baffin) ; but it demands a more robust faith

than we possess to believe in a clear, even cut, machine dentelure, dating

from 1852, in any country, especially in one which, like Denmark, made its

first essays in perforation later on by roulette. We are unable to explain the

postmarks consistently with any supposition of fair play which we can adopt

;

but, as in the case of certain so-called spirit-manifestations, we are not bound

to believe in rogueries which we are unable to expose. We shall look with

some curiosity to see if further light can be thrown on the subject by any of

our readers, and will now conclude by adding that the specimens which we

have seen and criticised were in most respectable hands, and the fraud which

we suspect is not one of English origin.

fwmMnp 0f % fpattlit Snotty jof Sfomtom.

•

The thirteenth meeting of the season was held on the 28th May, 1881, at

13, Gray's Inn Square, the President in the chair. The Secretary read the

minutes of the previous meeting, which were approved. Mr. de Ysasi pre-

sented the Society, in the name of the author, with the work entitled

Besena Historica—Descriptiva de los Sellos de Correo de Espana, for the

gift of which he was requested to convey the best thanks of the Society to

Senor Duro. On the proposition of the Secretary, seconded by the President,

it was voted unanimously that " Monsieur J. B. Moens, of Brussels, be

elected an honorary member of the Society, as a mark of the Society's warm
appreciation of his labours during many years to promote the interests and

spread of philately." The Secretary was instructed to convey to M. Moens
a notification of his election, and of the terms of the resolution which

accompanied it.

The business of the day—the compilation of a list of the stamps of

Victoria—was then proceeded with. On the conclusion of the business Mr.

de Ysasi showed the stamp employed by Senor Duro to frank copies of his

work on Spanish postage stamps through the post, the privilege of free

transmission having been granted to him by the post-office authorities. The
latest provisional Philippines, viz., the 2 cent de peseta surcharged on the

2| cent de peseta, current head of Alphonso, and the 8 centesimos surcharged

upon the 2 reales Derecho Judicial fiscal, were shown ; also the provisional

Id. Tobago, formed by cutting the 6d. orange in two, and surcharging each

half Id. with pen and ink. The next meeting was fixed for the 11th June
;

subject of study, the stamps of Victoria.

The fourteenth meeting of the season was held on the 11th June, 1881, at

13, Gray's Inn Square, Dr. C. W. Viner in the chair. The Secretary read

first the minutes of the previous meeting, which were confirmed, and then a

letter from Monsieur J. B. Moens, of Brussels, thanking the Society for his

election as honorary member. The Secretary reported that his balance-
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sheet, presented at the general meeting, had been examined by the auditors,

and found correct.

In the unavoidable absence of the President it was determined to postpone

the further study of the stamps of Victoria until the next meeting, and the

meeting resolved itself into a conversazione. The Secretary read the article

in the June number of the Timbre-Poste upon the Finland envelopes, and hi

the discussion which followed very little was urged against the arguments of

Messrs. Breitfuss and Moens. After some questions concerning the stamps

of Great Britain had been discussed, the Secretary showed, on behalf of Mr.

Hurst, specimens of the third type of surcharge on the provisional hd. of

Cyprus, and also the current Id. Turk's Islands, surcharged \ for use as a

makeshift halfpenny postage stamp. Mrs. Tebay showed used specimens of

the new Indian service card, in one of which the " e," which should form a

part of the inscription " east india," was, no doubt owing to faulty printing,

conspicuous through its absence.

Notes autr Outcries.

A. H., Southsea.—Thanks for your letter, which does not, however,

possess sufficient interest for the majority of our subscribers to warrant

us in printing it. You should run up to town, and see a little of what

is going on here in the way of stamp collecting. We have enough to do

without attempting to arrange our stamps according to the degrees of

latitude and longitude beneath which they circulate. You speak of in-

cluding Asia and Africa in one volume. Where is the man in these

degenerate days who could lift it } Then, again, your plan of placing

the stamps of all the islands in the world in one volume, irrespective of

their rulers, and classified according to the several seas and oceans which

they inhabit, would never do. You say that " it is the chief fort of my
plan ;" but it is a fort which is attackable on all sides. In the earlier

days of stamp collecting all sorts of excuses were advanced by collectors

in apology for their pursuit, and one of these was, that it inculcated a

knowledge of geography. Nowadays no such excuses are necessary.

Our science is now the acknowledged sister of older established ones,

and a study of geography, although by no means to be despised, is no

more a sine qua rum to the philatelist than it is to the numismatist.

E. F. B.—We have made use of your information—with thanks.

Drocer.—Both bad.

A. K. and J. S.—Declined with thanks.

Wm. Simpson, who forwarded a large parcel of stamps to Mr. B. on

the 18th June, is requested to send his address, which he omitted to do.

Messrs, Pemberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Ooluhawk Road, Shepherd's Bush, London. W.
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Vol. III. No. 30. JULY. 1881.

,ONSIEUE MOENS has just published the first

volume of the third series of his Bibliotheque des

Timbroplules, in which he discourses on the stamps,

&c, of Wurtemberg, and does it thoroughly well.

The early history of the Wurtemberg Post Office and

stamped envelopes is bound up in that of the Thurn

and Taxis postal administration until 1851, when the right of

managing its own postal affairs was ceded by the Prince of Thurn

and Taxis to Wurtemberg on payment of a compensation of

1,300,000 florins.

M. Moens shows that Wurtemberg was the first amongst the

German States to be provided, under the Thurn and Taxis ad-

ministration, with the means of franking letters by stamped

envelopes. These envelopes furnished the only form of stamps

used until the kingdom took over the management of its own
posts in 1851, when the Thurn and Taxis envelopes were immedi-

ately suppressed, and the well-known issue of adhesives, with

numerals upon a central lozenge, substituted. Few stamps have

been more extensively reprinted than those of the first three issues

of Wurtemberg, and few Governments have shown greater docility

in supplying enterprising dealers, to order, with supplies of the

stamps in every abnormal colour that could be desired by the most

morbid imagination. The so-called reprints of the first issue are,

in fact, no better than Government forgeries. Besides the differ-

ences in colour, the outer border of the stamps and their ornaments

differ so greatly from the original stamps, that for years the merest

tyro in Philately has been able to distinguish them. But as regards

the reprints of the two following emissions—the one with and the

other without silk threads—it has always been more difficult to

separate the chaff from the wheat, inasmuch as the reprints really

are reprints, and the colours of the original series have been very

successfully imitated. It is in affording tests for distinguishing the
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reprints from the originals of these two issues that M. Moens does

collectors signal service. The stamps of the emission of September,

1857, were printed upon Dickenson paper with an orange silk

thread, and there was a space of £ mm. between each stamp. The

smallness of this space accounts for the difficulty which collectors

have always experienced in getting specimens of this issue with

decent margins. These stamps were reprinted in 1865 on Dickenson

paper, obtained for the purpose from the Bavarian Government,

with a red, and in some instances a yellow silk thread ; and the

space between the stamps was 2 mm. Some of these reprints were

employed for postal purposes, and the 1 kreuzer, grey, is often met

with postmarked. In June, 1858, the use of the silk thread was

abandoned, and the stamps were printed on ordinary stout wove

paper, which gradually diminished in thickness during the con-

tinuance of the embossed arms series of stamps, throughout the

changes in perforation and rouletting, until the adoption of the

issue of January, 1869-74. The reprints of the 1858 issue may

be distinguished from the originals by there being a space of 2 mm.,

instead of 1^ mm., between each stamp. Whilst it is easy to tell

an unsevered pair of unused originals from one of reprints, it is

far less easy to get the unused pair of originals wherewith to insti-

tute the comparison. An unused specimen with an unusually large

margin will, however, condemn itself. The person for whom all

these reprints, as well in the normal as in fancy colours, was made,

was one Faiburn (query Fairburn), an Englishman, whose name

may be better known to the older than to the present school of

collectors. Blessings rest upon his memory !

We have not space to follow M. Moens through the rest of this

most interesting and instructive volume. The study of the enve-

lopes of Wurtemberg is a most intricate one, and occupies an

important proportion of the book before us. The examination of

the post cards, which are almost as troublesome as the envelopes,

and that of the fiscal stamps, is promised us in a second volume,

which is on the eve of publication. We cannot but renew the

recommendation which we have so often addressed to our readers,

to provide themselves with this as well as the other volumes already

published of the Bibliotheque des TimbrqphUes before the small

edition is exhausted. Seeing how rare many previous philatelic

publications have become, and the prices which they now com-

mand, the purchase of these works recommends itself, even to the

most provident, merely as an investment.
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Antioquia.—A correspondent sends us a specimen of the

current 5 centavos printed in a vivid verdigris-green instead of in

the dull shade in which it originally appeared.

The Guia del Coleccionista for May supplements the warning we
gave in January last respecting the forgeries of the first issue which
are in circulation. We hold that inasmuch as some of the values

are so touched up as not to hear comparison with the originals, it

is absurd to call these stamps reprints. The Guia says :
" From

the city of Bogota pour in upon us floods of postage stamps of the

first issue of Antioquia, stamps so rare that hut few collectors

possess them. They are accompanied hy a great quantity of the

issue of 1869, and many Tolimas. Although these stamps have

been condemned in England as forgeries, they are reprinted from

the original plates ; hut are none the less worthless, the possessor

of the plates being willing. to print off stamps in any colour which
may be desired. We advise our friends to pay next to nothing for

these stamps, respecting which, when we have received an answer
to the enquiries which we have addressed to the Columbian
authorities, we shall have something more to say." The words
which we have italicised will help us to a better appreciation of

the 10 cents blue, of the 1869 issue, which M. Moens exposes in

this month's Timbre - Poste. We strongly advise dealers and
treasurers of foreign philatelic societies to refuse to accept these

and similar stamps so freely offered in lieu of cash by a certain

South American now in England, who is also the sponsor of the

Barranquillas.

Bulgaria.—Amongst a lot of stamps just received we find the

5, 10, and 30 stotinki. The 25, 50, and 1 franc are of the old type.

The 5 stotinki is more yellow and less orange in colour than its

predecessor. The 10 stotinki seems unchanged save for the money
denomination and the new value; the 30 stotinki, of the same
type as the rest of the new series, is printed in a very pretty fawn
colour and deep blue.

5 stotinki, gamboge, white, and black \ ,
1 , ,. ,.

1rv 5 i i -i. iiii wink, undulating lines

;

10 ,, dark sea-green, white, and black ) . -, r
°

30 ,, fawn, white, and blue )
" •*'

Chili.—We learn from the Timbre-Poste that the colour of the

2 centavos postal card, to which we referred last month, is brown.

Post Card. 2 c., brown, on thin white card. Size of frame, 129 x 78 mm.

Costa Rica.—Messrs. Whitfield, King and Co. inform us that

next year new stamps are to be issued for this country. They are

to be of the values of 1, 5, 10, 25, and 50 cents, and 1, 3, and 5

dollars. JSTo mention is made of the 2 cents value, which is the

rage just now.

30*
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Cyprus.—We have received the long-promised new issue for

this dependency, or at least a portion of it ; for one of the new
values seems to be little better than a provisional, being the time-

honoured British One Penny, surcharged in black
3o

Y
£aras ^ne

other adhesives and the stamps upon the newsband and post cards

are identical in type with the new De la Rue Antiguas, and are

inscribed " Cyprus " above, and with the value in full below. We
have three post cards. The first, for inland postage, has only two
lines of inscription—1st, " post card," the royal arms separating

the two words ; and 2nd, " the address only," &c. The other

two cards have each four lines of inscription—1st, "union postale

universelle;" 2nd, "cyprus (chypre);" 3rd, "post card," the

royal arms separating the two words, and 4th, "the address

only," &c. The cards are without border or lines for address, and
the reverse side is plain. Of the registration envelopes we have

received two sizes. They have the usual inscriptions on the back,

which are printed in a lighter colour than the stamp and the con-

ventional lines representing string. The design of the stamp
comprises the embossed profile of Her Majesty, in a circle of solid

colour, within three octangular frames, the second of which is in-

scribed "cyprus registration pee—two piastres," in coloured

block letters, upon an engine-turned ground. The outer frame is

ornamented with white semicircles, each containing four coloured

dots. The flap is plain and the seams scalloped. On that portion

of the envelope to which the flap is gummed down is printed,

" McCORQUODALE AND CO., LIMITED PATENT REGISTERED ENVELOPE."

The newsband resembles that current in this country, and has no
inscriptions.

Adhesives. 30 paras, surcharged in black on the one penny red. Type 1840.

,, 1 1 piastre, bright green \

VOSG

;; 2 ;; ultramarine I
on surfaced paper

; watermark,

4 I!
dull olive-green

CC and Crown
> *»# '*

6 „ grey-brown j

Post Cards. \ piastre, bright green, on stout white card. Size, 122 x 75
mm., or 4f x 2-

x% inches.

,, 1 ,, rose, on thin buff card. ) Size, 122x87 mm., or

,, 1£ ,, chocolate ,, ,, ) 4fx3f inches.

Registration Envelopes. 2 piastres, dark blue, on white paper, linen lined. Size,

133 x 82i mm.
,, ,, 2 piastres, dark blue, on white paper, linen lined. Size,

154 x 96| mm.

Newsband. 1 piastre, red-brown, on brownish paper. Size, 300 x 125 nun.

Great Britain.—On the 15th June the one shilling postage

stamp was issued to the public with the watermark changed to the

crown of 1880. It is still being printed from Plate 13, which has

now given us this value in green and in light red, watermark rose,

and now with the new watermark.

Is., light red ; watermark, Crown, 1880.
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For the benefit of our readers in "distant

lands " we give a cut of the new One Penny
Postage and Inland Revenue stamp, which
has been issued since our last number was
published.

The One Penny stamped envelopes are now
issued without the date plugs.

Grenada.—There is another post card besides the one which we
described in May. The design and inscriptions are the same,

save that the value on the stamp is One Penny instead of Penny
Halfpenny.

Post Card. Id., dull blue on very thin pale buff card, size, 123 x 87 ram.,

or 4£ x 3f in.

India.—The \ anna ultramarine official post card, issued in

April, 1880, is now printed minus the four dotted lines for address.

Persia-—In addition to the stamp which
we described last month, M. Moens chronicles

two other values of the same type, of which
we annex an engraving. According to the

Timbre-Poste the values are in cents.

5 cents, bright violet.

10 ,, carmine.

25 ,, green.

Portuguese Indies.—A correspondent has sent us some
stamps purporting to be provisional 5 reis values, the authenticity

of which we see no reason to doubt, the specimens before us being

all duly postmarked. They consist of the 10 reis black, small

numerals and Roman letters, and the 10 and 20 reis with star and
block letters surcharged with the numeral 5, 5J mm. in height.

Provisionals. 5 reis, black, red surcharge on the 10 REIS, black, small numerals.

„ 5 „ ,, ,, ,, 10
\ RF| „ ,, ,, [with

5 ,, red, black „ ,, 20/"clo red ,, \ star.

Roumelia.—We are indebted to Messrs. Whitfield, King and
Co. and Stanley, Gibbons and Co. for the new cards for Eastern

Roumelia. They are of the value of 5, 10, and 20 single, and
10 x 10 and 20 x 20 paras, reply paid. The cards of 5 paras are

for circulation within towns; 10 paras for the province; and 20
paras for the countries included in the Postal Union. The cards

have no stamp printed upon them, and are exactly the same for all

the values which are created by the stamps of the new issue of

adhesives affixed to them. They have six lines of inscription

—

1st, two words in medium-sized Russian characters ; 2nd, two
words in large Russian characters; 3rd, "roum£lie orientale;"
4th, "carte postale;" 5th, seven words in Russian characters,

lower case ; 6th, " ce cote est reserve^ etc." There are short

ornamental lines between the first four lines of inscription. Below
are four dotted lines for address. In the right corner of the card
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is a plain upright rectangle, to contain the stamp, with an orna-

mental frame. A similar ornamental frame in the left upper corner

contains three lines of inscription in Russian characters, and
"service," " t£l£graphe," "postal," each word occupying a line.

The whole is enframed by a neat chain-patterned border ; reverse side

plain. The reply paid cards are joined along the top, the impres-

sions being on the first and third faces. The three bottom lines

for address are shortened, to make room in the left lower corner for

four additional lines of inscription, two of which are in .<?mall

Russian characters, whilst the other two read ("La carte ci-jointe

est destinee-a la reponse). On the reply card there is a word in

Russian characters below the left, and " reponse " beneath the

right-hand rectangular frames. The inscriptions and dotted lines

for address are printed in yellow-green ; the frame and ornamental

borders to the two rectangular spaces in rose. The cards sent us

have on them 5, 10, and 20 paras stamps.

Post Cards. Without expressed value (single and double), rose and green
on pale buff card. Size of card, 138x88 mm., or 5| x 3^ inches; size of

frame, 128 x 79 mm., or 5-
1
i
<> + 3yt> inches.

Adhesive. 20 paras, black on rose. Same type and perf. as the 5 and 10

paras.

Russia.—In the Timbre-Pode for July M. Moens calls attention

to an extraordinary proceeding on the part of the Russian post-

office authorities, (^uite recently some of the 20 kop. envelopes,

now obsolete, were surcharged 7 kop. in the same way as those of

8 and 10 kop. had been. One would naturally suppose that this

reduced the value of the envelope to that of the surcharge, but
M. Moens assures us that the authorities refuse to sell the altered

envelopes except at the old price. This is probably because these

surcharges are more enquired for by collectors than the public, and
the authorities see their way to making a miserable little harvest

out of philatelists.

20 kop. , blue, fancy surcharge of 7 kop. in red.

St. Domingo.—We have seen one value at any rate, the 1

centavo of the current issue, without burele, on laid paper.

Tasmania.—Mr. Philbrick has had sent to him a Twopence of

the current type, watermark tas., printed in green on pink paper.

It does not seem to afford him the rapture that Avas anticipated.

Transvaal.—A gentleman who has just returned from this

refractory place, and who, although not a philatelist, is respectable

according to his lights, assures us that he has seen and handled

three new stamps, issued since the brilliant termination of the Boer

rebellion. His description of the labels is somewhat vague, as might

be expected. He says that the stamps are of about the same size

as the old ones ; that they have a central circle, surrounding which
is the inscription, " zuid. afrikaanishe republiek," and within the

numeral of value. The three values are Id. red, 6d. blue, and Is.

green.
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Turkey.—Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. Lave sent us a

letter from a correspondent of theirs in Constantinople, from which
we give the following extract :

" The Catchak stamps are perfectly

genuine. They are not manufactured at the Post Office for the

sake of sales, and to the best of my belief they have hitherto been

obtained by special favour by three persons only, including myself.

The surcharge is not put on smuggled letters, but on ordinary

stamps, and its effect is to double the face value of the stamps, a

certain number of which are prepared beforehand to be put on
smuggled letters if any should be seized. They are not supplied

to order. Besides, as the surcharge is at the same time an oblitera-

tion of the stamp itself, there can be no difference between a
' Catchak' put on a contraband letter and an unused one."

The Timbre-Poste for July figures what appears to be a hand
stamp, which, applied to the correspondence of the Post Office

Department, franks it. The stamp consists of a crescent, between
the horns of which is printed, in block letters, "franchise de

poste," in three lines. The impression is in blue.

M. Moens pretends to have discovered the signification of the

letters 2.X.LT. on the Mount Athos stamps. According to him
they stand for the initials of the postmaster at Mount Athos,

whose name is Sotiri Hadji Petropoulo. We have instituted some
further inquiry respecting these stamps, awaiting which for the

present we hold our tongue. We differ from M. Moens, however,

in his opinion that " Ces trois lettres n'ont absolument Hen de

sacr-r-r-re."

The current Turkish post cards, with 20 paras rose and black

stamp of the type of the adhesives in use, have been surcharged

cheir for local postage. M. Moens says that the surcharge is in

black. Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. send us three specimens,

one with the inscription, " Avec reponse payee" the other with
" Reponse payee," but separated, and evidently meant to be used as

single cards, and the third is the ordinary single card. Their

correspondent says, " Although some are marked ' Avec reponse

payee,' yet they are all single, none with reply cards having yet

been issued." The two first cards have the cheir surcharge in a

dotted circle in blue, and the other in black. The following are

the varieties of surcharge :

Single Card. 20 paras, cheir in black in dotted circle broken at top and bottom.

„ 20 ,, „ blue

Half Reply and Reply Paid Cards. Cheir in blue in dotted circle, unbroken.

Victoria.—One of our oldest friends amongst the stamps of

Victoria seems at last to have become obsolete. Peace to the ashes

of the veteran Two Shillings! When we met him first in 1858,

printed in sea-green on white paper, he ignored watermark and
perforation. In 1861 he coquetted with roulettes before conforming
to the prevailing fashion and adopting, some time in that year, a

good honest machine perforation of 12. In 1864 he changed his

colour to blue, and appeared on green paper, watermarked with a
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thin numeral 2, and added a £ to his perforation. In January,

1868, up to which year he had taken precedence in point of raVik

of all his compeers, an upstart Five Shilling value stepped over his

head. Some time between 1876, when the current type of One
Shilling was introduced, and 1878, he found himself on one occa-

sion printed, in error, upon the blue paper of the One Shilling,

although he managed to retain his distinctive watermark. In 1878
he adopted the prevailing watermark of the period, V over crown,

and had himself perforated 1 3, like the rest of the Victorians, and
now within the last six weeks he has gone over to the majority,

after a useful career of twenty-tlrree years, to reappear, perchance,

some day in the form of a provisional.

His successor is of the somewhat plebeian type of the current

One Penny. The same portrait of Her Majesty on ground of

horizontal lines within an oval of solid colour inscribed in white

block letters victoria above, and two shillings below ; the orna-

ments separating the two inscriptions being similar in design, but

thicker, and on white, than those in the One Penny. The span-

drels are of Etruscan pattern, and in each of the four corners is a

pentagon label, inscribed 2/-. A double lined border completes the

design.

2s., blue on green paper ; wmk. V. over crown
; pcrf. 13.

ON THE PROVISIONAL SERIES OF 1862 FOR
BRITISH GUIANA,

A Paper Read on the 2nd July, 1881, before the Philatelic Society

of London,

by frederick a. philbrick, president.

Sixteen years ago, in an article which appeared in the Stamp Collector's

Magazine (vol. hi.), July, 1S65, I described the stamps of this colony, and
dealt with the issue now under discussion at pages 102 and 103 of that

volume.
Since that period the progress of Philatelic science has been great, and that

which comprehended all the knowledge then available has become out of date

in the light of the more precise information and more extended research of

modern times.

Circumstances have recently directed my attention more especially to these

stamps, and as all reliable details on provisional issues possess great and
exceptional interest, I have ventured to ask the Society to suspend for the

day its more immediate subject of study, and investigate these stamps.

The issue took place in October, 1862, hi order to supply a temporary
failure in the current issues of the 1, 2, and 4 cents values, the stock of

which had become exhausted at the moment, no supply having arrived from
England.
The post office was then under the charge of Mr. E. T. E. Dalton as Post-

master, Mr. Robert Mather being Assistant Receiver-General of the colony.

Recourse was had to the printers of the Royal Gazette, at George Town,
and they were asked to supply the necessary substitutes, being instructed to
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print the stamps in the above values on red, yellow, and blue paper respec-

tively. Accordingly Mr. George Melville caused the three denominations of

value required to be set up in type and printed off at the Gazette office.

The resources of the establishment in the matter of ornamental type being
limited, it was necessary to print off both the 1 and 2 cents values from the

same designs, but for the 4 cents a change of type was available. The sheets

were composed of twenty-four stamps, each separately set up, arranged in

four horizontal rows, comprising six stamps to the row. The supply of the

1 cent value having been first printed off, the 2 cents Avere printed, after the

lettering of the value had been altered in moveable type from one cent to

two cents.

The 4 cents was composed in a precisely similar manner, with the same
number— twenty-four— to the sheet, but of border ornaments of entirely

different patterns.

Thus it follows that all the varieties found on the sheet of 1 cent—there

being none in the words one cent themselves—are repeated on that of the
2 cents ; while all the twenty-four stamps of the 4 cents differ from those of

the two lower values.

The paper used was common machine, of fairly stout substance, coloured,

the colour extending quite through. The size of the sheets was 4J x 5| in.,

or 107 x 145 mm. The impression was printed by a small hand-press, still in

use in the Gazette office. When printed, the adhesive matter (a strong gum)
was applied to the backs, and the perforation was effected by a roulette

machine worked by hand, as is evident from the irregular angles formed by
the lines of perforation : some are in lines running truly, and forming right

angles ; in others the lines are more or less oblique, and cause the stamps to

be out of the square.

After reception at the post office, and before being issued for circulation,

each stamp was separately initialled by Mr. Mather " R. M., As. R. G." in

ink, black on the pink, red on the yellow, and white (as it looks) on the blue

stamps ; but the white appearance is due to the initials being written in an
alkali, which discharged the colour of the paper. The stamps, when the

paraphe had been thus applied, were issued and sold for ordinary use as of

their facial value.

In the great " find" of the older values of British Guiana stamps, in 1877-8,

which resulted in most of the great European collections supplying their

lacunae in the stamps of this colony, but very few of these provisionals were
discovered. They have always been rare, and of late years this rarity has

rather increased, although forgeries are exceedingly rife. Of the many stamps
sent from all places for an opinion of their authenticity, I am hardly wrong
in saying quite one-third purport to be of this issue, and scarcely one in twenty
of those sent bears the test of comparison against a genuine copy.

There therefore are twenty-four distinct varieties of each value— 1, 2, and
4 cents.

What is variety, and what is type, need not be discussed ; it will be suffi-

ciently accurate to call each of the twenty-four a variety.

The sheets, as already stated, each contain four rows of stamps, the rows
comprising six stamps each.

The general design is simple enough. The shape is an upright rectangle
;

a rectangular frame bounded by plain lines occupies the centre of the stamp,
and has on the left British, above guiana, to right postage, and beneath
one cent, [two cents.] [four, cents.] respectively, in Roman capitals,

without punctuation. A bordering of various type-pattern ornaments en-
frames the whole, and forms a rectangle, measuring approximately 20 mm.
wide by 22 high : the stamps and rows are very nearly 4 mm. apart.

The most prominent feature in the varieties arises from the differences in

the border patterns.

Taking the 1 cent, value (pink) first. On the sheet we find the first two
rows, comprising twelve stamps, with these borders composed of small ovals,

placed diagonal-wise, crossed with small lines, the centre line much thickened
in the interior of the oval, as in fig. A. The third row, and the two first

29**
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stamps of the bottom or fourth row, are of small round balls or pearls, as in
fig. B ; and the last four stamps on the sheet have sprays of three small
circles, with one circle beneath, often called " grapes," as hi fig. C. Thus
there are

12 stamps of the crossed ovals. Fig. A.

8 „ pearls. „ B.

4 „ grapes. „ C.

Total, 24 in all to the sheet.
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Fig. A. Fig.B.

Consequently there were three times as many of the ovals, and twice as

many of the pearls printed, as of the grapes ; and these proportions about
fairly represent the comparative frequency in which these varieties occur in

collections.

Describing then the stamps in the order in which they appear on the sheet, I

will now give such details as will enable the place of any stamp to be identified.

First Row. Crossed ovals. (Fig A.)

No. 1. In the left border the fourth ornament from the top, which comes
just above the " ti " of British, is of a different pattern to the rest. One of

the types, which were used for the first ten stamps on the sheet of the 4
cents, blue, slipped no doubt accidentally into the form, and the error was
not corrected when the proof was "read" before printing. This is of the
pattern of fig. D.

No. 2. The oval in the right lower border immediately above the bottom
row is reversed, and upside down as compared to the rest of the side. The
"b" of British has no small strokes projecting to the left of the thick "down
stroke, thereby differing from the same letter on the fifth stamp on the

sheet, which also has the same reversed oval as this vaiiety, but is readily

distinguishable by this peculiarity of the capital letter.

No. 3. The fifth oval from the top in the left border has its outer line

deficient for about one quarter of the exterior, immediately above the " ti
"

of British.

No. 4. The "s" of British is malformed, and looks more like an Italic

than a Roman letter ; it slopes to the right.

No. 5. Has the reversed oval, as in No. 2 ; but the " b " of British is

regularly shaped. •

No. 6. The supply of single straight lines for the perpendicular sides of

the inner rectangle seems to have ended here, and the compositor had to

make them out by piecing four short lines end on. The " i of Guiana is

a figure 1, and not a letter i.

Second Bow. Crossed ovals. (Fig. A.)

No. 7. The second oval from the top in the left border is reversed.

No. S. The fifth oval from the bottom hi the right border is reversed.
Two black dots are found before the " p " of Postage.
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No. 9. The "e" of Postage is close to the line above Cent., and there is

a wide break in the lines under " t " of Postage, and a smaller one under the

right limb of the "a."

No. 10. Upper oval ornament in right upper corner of stamp reversed.

No. 11. Fourth oval ornament from bottom in left border reversed ; oval

above " t " of Postage (right border) has a dot in its right upper quarter.

No. 12. Has a similar error of pattern to No. 1, occurring in right border,

above " p " of Postage, being third ornament from the top, and a vertical

black bar before the word Postage.

Third Bow. Shaded circles or pearls. (Fig. B.

)

No. 13. There is an upright line at the left of the space before Guiana.

The " t " of Cent, is very narrow at the top.

No. 14. There is a horizontal line or bar above the " h " of British.

No. 15. There are two dots after the " h " of British, and in the upper
border an ornament of the trefoil, used for the third variety of the blue four

cents, has been accidentally used. It will be seen in the middle between the
" i " and " a " of Guiana.

No. 16. The second "i" of British comes directly and plumb under a
circle ; and the stroke under that circle and over the " i " is horizontal, and
not curved, as in 18.

No. 17. The second "i" of British is smaller than the other letters, and
is a figure 1. The " s " of Postage is in italics, and leans to the right.

No. IS. The " o " of Postage is defective on its left side. The line under
Guiana is irregular ; its left point bends downwards, and its right slightly

upwards.

Fourth or Bottom B,oiv. 2 pearls (fig. B), 4 grapes (fig. C).

No. 19. There are two square dots before postage.

No. 20. The top limb of the "t" in British is very weakly printed,

usually almost invisible. The bottom line over Cents, leans downwards, and
has an odd twist just over the " t " of Cent. , and ends exactly where that
letter finishes.

No. 21. "Grapes." Of the four short lines making the left side of the

inner rectangle, the second from the top breaks inwards towards the right,

just under the " s " of British.

No. 22. The second " i " of British is a figure 1.

No. 23. In the bottom row, the ornament next to the left corner is by
mistake of the second pattern of the blue 4 cents.

No. 24. Postage is misspelt postage.

There are other differences, some perhaps more salient than those de-

scribed ; but these will enable anyone to see which place a stamp occupied

on the sheet.

The two cents value was printed on yellow paper, the sole difference in

the typography being that two cents was substituted for one cent.
Thus all the above twenty-four varieties will be equally found, and the

only further variations necessary to be noted are that in

No. 13 (pearls) the word two is misspelt two
;

No. 16 „ the " s " of Cents is an italic letter
;

No. IS „ the " t " of Two is an italic letter.

M. Moens chronicles a variety of the 2 cents (pearls) having British
misspelt briiish. This, of course, ought equally to be found in the 1 cent,

value. It is not a real error, and arises from the type not printing the
upper limb of the " t " properly. It is No. 20 on the sheet.
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He also catalogues a variety of the 2 cents crossed ovals bearing the word,

misspelt, cuiana.
This is simply due to defective printing ; no such error really occiu-s on

the sheet. No. 1, in several specimens I have seen, has the "g" badly
printed at this part, so that the word reads as Moens describes the error.

The 4 cents blue was printed in three patterns or kinds of type bordering,

all appearing on the same sheet.

The six stamps of the first row and the four first stamps of the second are

of the pattern called " hearts and pearls." (Pig. D.) The two last stamps
of the second row and the six forming the bottom row are of the type with
small cross in a rosace (Fig. E.), while the intervening third row has six

stamps of the trefoil pattern. (Fig. F.) The two upper rows have inner

lines marking off the interior rectangle ; the twelve stamps of the two lower
rows are altogether without such lines, the printer probably having no more
in stock.
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Ŵ
FouRCEirrs^
:®«@»»@

GTJIANA

FOUR CFNTS^£WW^
Ftc. D.

Thus there are 10 stamps of the hearts and pearls
;

2 „ „ cross in rosace, with inner lines
;

6 „ „ „ without inner lines

;

6 „ „ trefoil, without inner lines.

Total, 24 in all composing the sheet.

The above numbers will enable collectors to judge of the comparative
rarity of the types.

Owing to the deep blue colour of the paper, it is often very difficult to

distinguish the mimitics of the bordering. No misspelling occurs in the
legends round this value.

Adopting the same plan for describing the varieties of this value, we find

—

First {Top) Bow. Hearts and pearls. (Fig. D.)

The ornaments composing this pattern have a small circle placed under a

curve at the lower part.

The nme ornaments forming the lower border hi variety No. 1 are thus
oddly placed, counting from the left

:

1st curve bends towards lower border,

2nd upper ,,

3rd, 4th, and 5th „ lower ,,

6th „ left (sideways),

7th upper border,

8th „ right (sideways),

9th lower border,

an arrangement peculiar to this variety.
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No. 2. The ornaments run regularly ; the left border is continued down
to the bottom corner, curved edges inwards. The second ornament from the
left starts curves inwards, and continues to the right corner, and so on for

the other sides.

No. 3. Differs. The top and bottom borders are cut off by the side

borders being continued through ; the curves are towards the inner part save
in the bottom row, where they are so placed as to form the external border
of the stamp.

No. 4. Is like No. 3 hi arrangement, except in the bottom border, where
the curves are placed thus (counting from left to right) : Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6,

and 7, towards bottom ; Nos. 2 and 9, towards left ; No. 8, towards right, as
in illustration D, which is of the thin variety.

No. 5. Is similarly arranged ; but the curved edges are turned in the
bottom border uniformly to the right, and the ornament in the left border
immediately above the bottom row has the curve downwards instead of to

the right.

No. 6. In the left border the fourth ornament from the top is accidentally

of the trefoil set.

Second Bow. Four hearts and pearls, two crosses in rosaces.

(Fig. D. and Fig. E.)

No. 7. In plan of arrangement more resembles No. 1. The third orna-
ment from the left lower corner has the curved edge directed downwards
instead of to the right, as its fellows in the row.

No. 8. Has a trefoil inserted in error in the upper border next to the
right corner ornament. The " s " of Cents is an italic letter.

No. 9. The ornaments, wonderful to say, are all properly placed ; but that
over " br " of British and its followers upwards are placed nearer inwards
by close upon a millimetre than the one below them in the line, which again
is irregularly placed as compared with its lower neighbour.

No. 10. Is also regularly printed. The ornament above " a " in Postage
usually fails to print, and makes a blank there. The stamp is considerably

out of the square. The short upright line under the "ge" of Postage is

set rather inwards, more towards the left than the others.

No. 11. Cross in rosace. (Fig. E.)

In this stamp the first " i " in British is a figure 1.

No. 12. In this the " i " is properly rendered.

Third Roio. Trefoil ornaments, no ulterior lines. (Fig. F.

)

No. 13. The ornament under the " e " of Cents is, by mistake, one of the

grape pattern. (Nos. 20-24 on the sheets of 1 and 2 cents.)

No. 14. The final " s " of Cents is an italic letter. The ornament under
the " t " of the same word is placed sideways.

No. 15. The "s" of British is an italic letter, sloping much to the

right.

No. 16. The same letter " s " is of much smaller type than the rest of the

word.

No. 17. The " t " of Postage is not straight ; its top slightly leans over to

the right.

No. 18 has none of the above peculiarities of Nos. 13-17.
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Bottom Row. Cross in rosace (fig. E) without interior lines.

No. 19. The " i " of Guiana is a figure 1.

No. 20. The letters " po " of Postage are placed higher than the rest of

the word.

No. 21. The " a " of Postage is smaller than the other letters.

No. 22. The " h " of British is below the line of the other letters, and the
" u " of Pour is above the line.

No. 23. The " h " of British is below the line, as in No. 22 ; and the " u"
of Four is a larger letter than its neighbours, right and left.

No. 24. The " p " of Postage is rather above the line, and the two final

letters of the word run downwards.

It will be observed that in this bottom row there is no variety caused by
error in setting up the border ornaments, and that the only differences are

caused by variations in the lettering of the legend.

Those whose interest in the subject may induce them to attempt the

verification of the facts above stated, and the comparison of the present

information with the conjectures made in years gone by, when reliable data

were not accessible, may find my views fully stated in the Stamp Collector's

Magazine, vol. iii. p. 102 and vol. v. p. 101. In Alfred Smith and Co.'s

Monthly Circular for October, 1878, p. 147, some further details are also

given ; but there is an obvious misrendering in the statement that some of

these stamps were printed in Berbice instead of hi George Town.

It will at once be seen that entire original sheets have been submitted to

my examination ; these sheets were of the 1 cent and 4 cents values only,

being the copies the printers retained as specimens of their work. No similar

sheet of the yellow 2 cents appears to have been preserved intact, but a block

of several unsevered copies has, with careful comparison of many detached

specimens, served to verify the existence of the same varieties as appear on

the sheet of the 1 cent, and also to identify them as having the same position

on the sheet.

I feel, therefore, no hesitation in giving the above details, and thinking

that philatelists have now before them a complete account of this issue, with

all its types and varieties. In conclusion, I would only express my satisfac-

tion that circumstances have enabled me to complete a task which I had in

years gone by been the first to attempt, and that, while so much new is

added, nothing formerly advanced has to be retracted or qualified.
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"CAUTION TO COLLECTORS.'

" The increasing demand for the local postage stamps issued during the time
of the Southern Confederacy by different postmasters, and the high prices

paid for rarities, has caused the development of many frauds, to one of which
we call your attention. Accompanying this is a photograph of tracings from
two envelopes purporting to have affixed to them local Confederate stamps
of Greenville, Alabama. Of these No. 1 has upon it a genuine 10 c. Green-
ville stamp, uncancelled, but which has passed through the post, and bearing
the genuine Greenville postmark. No. 2 has upon it an imitation 10 c.

Greenville stamp and counterfeit Greenville postmark.
" The genuineness of the postmark on No. 1 has been proved by half a

dozen different envelopes postmarked ' Greenville ' from April to November,
but all with the year omitted, and all having 10 c. in Confederate stamps
upon them, some cancelled with the postmark, and some unused, and with

the postmark at the opposite end of the envelope. Doubtless other collectors

will find they have envelopes postmarked ' Greenville ' which will correspond
with No. 1. The envelope marked No. 2 was sold by Dr. Petrie to a collector

in the United States for 100 dollars, and Ave presume that he has sold dupli-

cates to many collectors in Europe.

"At first thought it will seem strange that a forgery could be palmed off

successfully at such prices, but when studied into the way becomes plain.
" It is probable that Dr. Petrie obtained a genuine Greenville 10 c. stamp,

which had previously been unknown to collectors. To sell it for 100 dollars

or more would have been easy enough for a unique specimen ; but by pro-

ducing a skilful forgery, a dozen could be sold at from 50 to 100 dollars each,

and by hiding from view the original, no one would even suspect the fraud,

unless, as in this case, another genuine should come to light for comparison.

Even the former postmaster of Greenville would probably have acknowledged
its genuineness, not recollecting, after a lapse of twenty years, any slight

varieties of type.
" The style in which No. 2 is got up shows the probable modus operandi

of its production. An old United States envelope is selected that has been
regularly used through the mad in 1855 or thereabouts, with the stamp can-

celled, as was often the case, with pen-marks, and without postmark on the
envelope. Then a forgery of the stamp is made by travelling around among
printers at the south, the old border type is secured exact ; but the script

being an elaborate variety in the genuine, is found difficult to match, and is

substituted with a plainer type. The stamp, printed off on glazed paper
nearly like the genuine, with the edges showing a fresh cut, is pasted on by
the side of the 3 c. United States envelope stamp, instead of over it, as was
usually the case, and a splendid postmark got up, with type of shorter and
thicker letters than the real postmark, and including the year, is stamped
over both stamps, and the fraud is complete. As no one has an original to

compare it with, who knows the difference ? All that is to be done is to

publish the new discovery of a Greenville 10 c, with description, and pocket
the proceeds from duped collectors.

" But unfortunately for this scheme another original is discovered. To the
manager of St. Louis forgeries it would be a superfluity ; he tries to buy it

at a moderate price, to get it out of the way, but is overbid ; and the sending
of this circular to Avarn collectors to investigate what they are purchasing is

the result."

At the latter end of June the above " Caution to Collectors," which we
reprint verbatim, reached London by post, marked " Sent by D. P. Lindsley,

37, Park Row, New York," and posted there on the 11th June, 1881.



116 "caution to collectors."

In the envelope we received were three photographs, one being from the

alleged original 10 c. Greenville, the second from the alleged forgery, each

showing the full size of the envelope, and the third a representation intended

as facsimile of both, one placed over the other, diagonalwise, for compari-

son, and the alleged culprit stigmatized in large letters "fraud."- The

obvious and apparent difference between the two stamps is, that in the

genuine the words "Greenville, Ala." are in script or Italian lettering; in

the so-called " fraud " they are in small capitals. On the genuine the post-

mark is " Oct. 13," with no year added, with the figures " 13 " placed below

the "Oct.," by error, upside down ; in the "fraud" the date is "Sept. 15.

1861."

Who Mr. Lindsley may be we do not know ; Dr. Petrie is not unknown,

and we are inclined to believe that the "caution" was sent because Dr. Petrie

is now in Europe, no doubt intending to dispose of some Confederate local

stamps.

On reading the " caution " we turned to a pair
-

of Greenville stamps which

had been purchased by a well-known English amateur from Dr. Petrie at

different periods— the 5 cents several years ago, the 10 cents within the last

year or two.

They both had the words " Greenville, Ala." in small Roman capitals, and

were unmistakeably of the alleged " fraud " set. But this proved little or

nothing, to our mind, save that what Dr. Petrie called and sold as genuine

were alleged to be forgeries and falsified by the anonymous author of the

"caution." The parties differed toto ccelo; which was right we could not

say, nor, indeed, should we have felt it incumbent on ourselves to give the

publicity of our pages to the " caution " were it not for the following very

remarkable facts, which fully justify us in publicly calling upon Dr. Petrie

to clear the so-called " fraud " type from the aspersions thrown upon it, and

to state where and from whom he procured the copies which he sold in

England, unless he is content to let these imputations rest on his own

shoulders.

It will be seen the date of the postmark on the allegedfraud is " Sejjt. 15.

1861." The date of the obliterating stamp on the copy of the 10 cents before

us (the 5 c. is not postmarked) is " Sept. 5. 1861," the same date virtually (the

1 of 15 being simply omitted) as that of the fraud. How comes Dr. Petrie to

have two specimens of so wondrously rare a stamp obliterated thus in date '.

The coincidence is startling. Further, the size of the obliterating mark on

both the fraud and the copy we refer to is identical ; in the genuine the

postmark is in a circle measimng 2 mm. at least more in diameter.

We have no hesitation in saying our suspicions are keenly aroused, and we

look on the matter as one demanding the most thorough explanation from

Dr. Petrie. Our pages are open to him, and we shall wait his statement

with interest.

In asking our readers to suspend their judgments until these explanations

come, we can only urge on them that it will be unwise in the highest degree

to invest their money in any so-called local Confederate stamps, unless upon

satisfactory guarantees they will be reimbursed if the warnings of the

" caution " should prove well founded.
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BLUE AND GREEN PIGMENTS.

Ultramarine. Cobalt.

Prussian Blue. Antwerp Blue.

Green Lake. Verdigris.

Brunswick or Chrome Greens.
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NOTES ON PIGMENTS,

By " CHEMICUS."

BLUE PIGMENTS.

We now pass on to another class of pigments—viz. the bines —of which two

only are derived from natural sources; viz., indigo and ultramarine, which

last is now chiefly artificially prepared, the cost of production from the

natural source being great, whilst it can be artificially produced at a very

cheap rate, and almost of as good quality.

Indigo is a deep blue pigment of great value to the wool-dyer, the artist,

and colour trades in general. It is prepared from a plant (Indigqfera tinc-

toria) much cultivated in many parts of India. To render it a stable pigment

for use in colour-printing and in painting, indigo requires to be carefully

prepared, otherwise it is liable to fade on exposure. A few words on the

process of manufacture may be interesting to my readers. The leaves of the

plant are steeped hi water till a kind of fermentation ensues ; the liquor is

then drawn off, and stirred with sticks for some time, which causes oxidiza-

tion to set in, and the indigo falls hi a blue powder. It is then dried, and

becomes an article of trade. After undergoing a process of refinement, it

is known to colour-makers as intense blue.

Ultramarine was formerly derived from Lapis lazuli, a mineral of a fine

blue colour found in Persia and other parts of Asia ; but is now, however,

prepared artificially. It is a pigment of great beauty and delicacy of colour,

and is by far the most permanent known to artists ; some paintings on the

Egyptian temples, in which it has been used, are apparently as vivid and

beautiful in colour to-day as when they were pamted thousands of years ago.

The two kinds of ultramarine, natural and artificial, are almost undis-

tinguishable ; their chemical composition is the same, the artificial being but

slightly inferior in tone to the natural.

The ingredients used by the various makers of artificial ultramarine are

trade secrets, but consist chiefly of china clay, sulphate of soda, carbonate

of soda, sulphur and carbon, the proportions varying according to the shade

of colour which it is desired to produce. The mixture is calcined hi crucibles,

the heat being carefully regulated. The first result is a green mass, which,

after being pulverized, is again heated in cast iron boxes. After a second

pulverization it is washed, to remove soluble salts ; and, if the colour is not of

the desired tint, it is heated once more. Its chemical composition seems

difficult to determine, most of the published analyses differing greatly in

their results. It appears certain, however, that the tone of colour is mainly

dependent upon the amount of combined sulphur in the pigment, the lighter

variety containing 6 to 8 and the darker as much as 10 to 12 per cent. The
most probable conclusion come to as to its composition is that of Brunner,

who, after carefully analyzing the real and artificial material, considers it to

consist of silicate of alumina coloured with variable proportions of sulphide

of sodium.
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Prussian-blue is a ferrocyanide of iron. It is a pigment of great value to

all workers in colour. It is transparent, possesses a good body, and Has

great depth of colour. Mixed with white, it produces tints of great delicacy

;

and with yellows it forms greens of great beauty. Under favourable cir-

cumstances Prussian-blue stands well ; but when exposed to strong light it

fades, and damp air causes it to assume a purplish tone.

Antwerp and Chinese blues are but variations of Prussian-blue produced

by mixing with white pigments. They are rather brighter in shade than

Prussian-blue.

Cobalt-blue is a kind of blue lake prepared by precipitating solutions of

cobalt with alumina, and then heating the pinkish powder so obtained to

redness, when it assumes the fine blue colour so well known. It is a pure

blue colour, nearly approaching ultramarine in brilliancy, and is fairly per-

manent, although after a time its beauty somewhat fades.

Smalt is an impure cobalt colour which has a glassy base. Under the

name of "powder blue" it was at one time largely used by laundresses, but

it is now superseded by artificial ultramarine.

Blue verditer is a copper pigment of a beautiful pale blue colour, which,

acted upon by atmospheric agencies, gradually changes to a green.

Saunders blue is a term applied to two pigments, both of which are copper

compounds. One is a natural pigment known to mineralogists as azurite.

It has a fine blue colour, which, however, when used witli oil, gradually

turns green. The other is a kind of verditer, and is prepared by similar

methods. It also turns green when used with oil.

{To be continued.)

<£orvcspou&cncc.

To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Dear Sir,—My attention has been directed to the letter signed " Viator
"

in your June number.

The criticism applied to the catalogue of Spanish stamps published by the

Philatelic Society is partly well founded ; the statements about the mode of

printing were not verified, and hence some inaccuracies have crept in.

I question very much if any of the earlier issues were done in taille douce.

Sehor Duro's recent History does not state this explicitly, but the examination

of the stamps themselves leaves little doubt on my mind. He does, however,

say that the first issue was lithographed and its successors engraved.

The remarks in the French Society's Bulletin on the copy of the 2 reales

1851, blue, to the effect that it is an essay and not an error, have hardly

that solid foundation one would desire in a statement from so learned a

body. No one is qualified to pronounce without having examined Mr.
Westoby's example.

It certainly is not an essay or proof, if one may judge—first, from the

colour being the identical shade of blue in which the 6 reales of that issue

appeared ; and second, from the paper, which not only is of that peculiar

thin kind adopted for the stamps, but differs entirely from the thicker and
denser paper on which the trials and essays of this series are printed.
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That no copy of this error had been seen by our colleagues over the

Channel would suggest that then' decision should have been held in suspense

rather than judgment given.

Dr. Magnus' reputation is such, and his services of so long standing, that

it is unnecessary to dwell on the debt of gratitude all collectors owe him.

If later research shows that he has sometimes been in error, no one will

question his honesty of purpose and great zeal, and to reproach him because

he, in common with the rest of the world, has been deceived is ungenerous.

The attainment of accurate knowledge, the correction of errors and mis-

conceptions, and the exposure of frauds, are surely worthy enough objects
;

and although these are best achieved in an atmosphere of fair criticism and

open comment, our fellow-workers in the French Society may be assured

that the most friendly feelings to them pervade the London Society, and

that no one here would attribute any ill-natured motive to their remarks on

our doings. For the London Society, I claim an equally fair and candid

construction to be put on our proceedings.

Yours faithfully,

Temple, fyth July, 1881. Frederick A. Philbrick.

§mulmp of % fpaidit Sflnefir at "ganhw*

The fifteenth and last meeting of the season was held on the 2nd July, 1881,

at 13, Gray's Inn Square, the President in the chair. The Secretary read

the minutes of the previous meeting, which were confirmed, and the corres-

pondence. On the proposition of the President, seconded by the Vice-

President, Sir Daniel Cooper, Bart. , who was for many years the President

of the Society, was unanimously and with acclamation elected an honorary

member. On the proposition of the Secretary, seconded by Dr. Viner,

Senor Antonio Fernandez Duro, of Madrid, was unanimously elected an

honorary member. The Secretary was requested to inform these gentlemen

of their election, and to thank Senor Duro for a copy of his work on the

stamps of Spain, presented to the Society through the President.

In lieu of the study of the stamps of Victoria, which had been appointed

for this meeting, the President read a paper on the provisional stamps of

1S62 for British Guiana. This paper, which is printed at length hi the

present number of the Philatelic Record, was of the greatest interest, and

was illustrated by the production of entire sheets of the 1 cent, pink and 4

cents, blue, and by blocks of the 2 cents, yellow, treasures of which the

President is the fortunate possessor. The warmest thanks of the meeting were

voted to Mr. Philbrick for one of the most important contributions ever

made to philatelic knowledge.

On the conclusion of the business, the President showed, on behalf of Mr.

Breitfuss, unused and entire copies of the 10 kopecs black and 20 kopecs red

Finnish envelopes of 1S45. The copy of the 20 kopecs red is supposed to be

the only unused entire specimen in existence. The type of the stamp comprised
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in the oval is identical in each value, whilst there is a slight difference in the

banderoles beneath, in which the value is inscribed. The stamp is struck in

the left lower corner of the envelope, and not on the flap, as in the doubtful

series. The paper is rough, hand-made laid, with the initials of the maker

in watermark. The envelopes are machine-made, with plain pointed flaps,

and without gum. The 10 kopecs measures 113x73, and the 20 kopecs

137 x 79 mm. The Secretary showed the 5s. Orange Free State, surcharged

for use as a provisional Id. value, and also the 5 and 10 centimes current

Swiss postage stamps, the first in the colour of the normal 3, and the second

in that of the 60 centimes. The President remarked that he had seen nearly

all the values in interchanged colours, gummed and perforate, and thought

it not unlikely that some of these had been slipped through the post.

Mr. Castle showed three soi-disant stamps of Buenos Ayres—the green,

red, and orange of the ship series—which had been sent to an acquaintance

of his by Messrs. Young and Stockall, of Liverpool, with a guarantee of

authenticity. All three were palpable forgeries, and Mr. Castle remarked

that he had already expostulated with the firm in question on more than one

occasion. It was difficult to see how anyone with the least knowledge could

be deceived in these specimens, and general surprise was expressed that so

old a firm should be dealing in such rubbish. The terms in which the

guarantee was offered would seem to point to unconsciousness of unfair deal-

ing ; but the transaction on the most favourable construction shows Messrs.

Young and StockalPs knowledge is not to be relied on even in stamps of so

well-known a series. [Since the meeting of the 2nd July botli the President

and Secretary have written this firm, calling their attention to the matter,

and no reply has been received to either communication.]

Notes antr Queries.

E. R.—There has never been a genuine 50 c. French postage stamp. We
believe that, years ago, a certain Paris confectioner used an imitation postage

stamp of this denomination to adorn, and at the same time show the price

of his boxes of bon-bons. This label caused some excitement amongst the

collectors of the period. We have never seen it.

Drocer.—All bad.

J. B. Tyro and Scotus.—Declined with thanks.

Cheltenham.—Thanks. We must decline the interview. Your letters

are quite sufficiently trying, and were we brought face to face ... do you

remember the verses ?

" The editor smole a ghastly smile,

And whispered anent his eyes,

Then lifted him where his pants were slack,

And wafted him toward the skies."

P, mberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush, London. W.
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'0 one who has shared with ns the privilege of

intimate friendship with the late Victoriano de

Ysasi will question our sincerity when we aver

that for the moment the shock of his cruel and

untimely death has unmanned us, and cast a

shadow over our enjoyment of the hobby which

he loved so well. From those who knew him personally,

we feel that we may expect every sympathy in our sorrow.

For those to whom only his name was familiar, and amongst

these almost every philatelist is included, we vainly wish

that we could depict our dear old friend as we knew and

loved him. Alas ! that it is only in vivid remembrance

we shall ever again see the handsome, kindly, intelli-

gent face and trim, natty figure, or unwearied hear him

discourse by the hour on the children he loved with such

passionate devotion, or on his " grand-children," as he was

wont to call his stamps. To his children and his stamps he

owed in later yeara consolation under severe physical suffer-

ing, the existence of which was scarcely known to many

who were but slightly acquainted with him, and which he

bore with admirable patience.

Mr. de Ysasi was a Spaniard of the best type. His pride

was of a kind that everyone could respect. At his occasional

pepperyness of disposition we have never known umbrage to

be taken ; whilst his frank, winning manner and affectionate
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disposition, his untiring readiness to render service, and his

cordial hospitality, endeared him to all with whom he came

in contact. Of an ancient and noble Spanish family

—

members of which have filled most of the offices of State

—

he came to England some thirty years ago, and thoroughly

identified himself with the country of his adoption, without,

however, losing any of his affection for that of his birth.

It was only recently that he had matured a plan of partially

retiring from the stress of business, and spending his winters

in Spain, returning every year to England during the

summer months ; and this and other plans, family ties and

keen friendships, have been abruptly ended by what, for the

present, appears to be an act of the most culpable negli-

gence. Not in racing along to make up for lost time, or in

travelling over dangerous cross-lines, but seated quietly in

their carriages, at an important railway station, waiting for

the train to start, the victims of the Blackburn accident met

with death and disablement. It is a comfort to Mr. de

Ysasi's friends to know that he was, apparently, unconscious

of suffering, and bore no outward mark of his mortal

injuries.

He was laid to rest on the 13th August, 1881, in St.

Mary's Catholic Cemetery, at Kensal Green. The Philatelic

Society of London was represented at his funeral by Mr.

Philbrick, q.c, the President; Mr. Burnett, the Secretary;

and Captain Evans. Amongst the members of the Society,

of which he was the Vice-President, his loss will be deeply

felt and long deplored. One of the oldest of the members,

he never willingly missed a meeting, often, when travelling,

coming long distances to attend them. When we meet

again, after the vacation, each of us will feel more than he

can well express the blank which will be amongst us.

'

' To see the vacant chair, and think,

How wood ! how kind ! and lie is gone."
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Belgium.—The Timbre-Poste announces two new service cards

for the use of the employes of the Ministry of Puhlic Works.
The first is for the Department of Bridges, Eoads, and Mines ; and
the second for that of Posts and Telegraphs. Both are printed in

black on white card.

Canada.—The Wiener Briefmarken Zeitung announces, upon
the authority of the III. Br. J., that the Canadian postage stamps

are surcharged with |d. on the violet, 2^d. on the red, and 4d. on
the blue. We shall see.

Cyprus.—The annexed cut represents the

type of the adhesives described by us last month.

Great Britain.—In tbe present transitional

state of matters any Inland Revenue stamp of

one penny in value is current for postal duty to

that amount. We have seen the following stamps

duly postmarked :

One penny, blue, "receipt"
,, mauve, " draft on demand or receipt

'

,, „ "inland revenue"
,, brown, "draft" . . . . )

But though the officials draw the line at English stamps some-

times, by accident, colonial tiscals are passed. We have seen a

letter, the postal charge, twopence, on which was defrayed by two
adhesives of the one penny, blue, New Zealand Stamp Duty. This

stamp is, it may be remembered, identical in size, shape, and
design with the current one penny Inland Revenue of Great

Britain, but has the legend "stamp duty.n.z." in the oval band
round the head of the Queen, and is printed in a full shade of

blue. The specimens before us served to prepay a letter posted in

the S.W. London district, "No. 20," on the 15th July, 1881, and
were passed, no doubt, by an oversight.

Greece.—These stamps are being carelessly printed just now.
We have seen pairs of the 10 lep, one stamp having the usual 10
at the back, and the next one marked 00. The same value without
any figures at the back is now common, as are also the 5, 20, and
40 lep. Perhaps this carelessness betokens the coming of a new
issue, which is sorely wanted. It would seem almost impossible

to touch up some of the plates, notably those of the 1 and 10 lep,

any more.

31*
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Grenada-—The halfpenny provisional which we described in

May is printed in sheets of 120 stamps, ten horizontal rows bf

twelve. The surcharge on the fourth stamp from the left, ninth

row from the top, reads " ostage," the " p " having missed fire on

all the stamps we have seen.

Hayti.—We have to thank Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co.

for the first sight of an issue of stamps for this Republic, which is

too often confounded with that of St. Domingo. The stamps,

which are of one type, a representation of which we give, were

issued on the 1st July, on the entry of the Republic into the

Postal Union. They are evidently of French manufacture, and
are lithographed upon tinted paper. The artist

has not wasted his time over any of the conven-

tional emblems of peace, but, perhaps because they

wen; more easy to draw, has substituted in the

lower spandrels, in lieu of the usual olive-branches,

anchors, bales of merchandize, and such lamb-like

trash, two good honest piles of cannon-balls.

1 cent., scarlet, on buff paper.

2 ,, purple, on lilac ,,

3 ,, chocolate-brown, on pale brown paper.

5 ,, green, on pale green paper.

7 ,, ultramarine, on pale blue paper.

20 ,, red-brown, on pale brown ,,

India. We have a new envelope to chronicle. Design, em-

bossed profile of Her Majesty to left, in oval of solid colour with

pearled border. The outer oval is inscribed " india postage—
four annas and six pies," in block letters on reticulated ground.

An outside border of pearls completes the design. Plain pointed

flap. We have only seen one size.

Envelope.

4 annas 6 pies, orange-yellow, on white wove paper. Size, 132j x 76 nun.

From Messrs. Smith and Co.'s Monthly Circular we learn that
" the Government have decided to change the colour of the 6 pies

postage stamps from blue to green, and the 2 anna stamps from

orange to blue. It has also been decided to do away with the 12

anna stamp, and to introduce \h and 3£ anna stamps." We pre-

sume that by the 6 pies stamp Messrs. Smith and Co. mean the

£ anna. This is rather like calling a halfpenny stamp a two-

farthing one.

Labuan.—The 8 cents provisional, which we described in May,
seems already to have made way for another, which resembles the

one to which we called attention in October, 1880. In the stamp
before us, however, the original numeral 12, instead of being

obliterated by a dash of red ink, has the figure 8, in black, printed

horizontally over it. The numeral in the centre of the stamp
presents the same peculiarities, in being printed sometimes upside

down, as in the first issue.

Provisional. 8 cents., surcharged in black on the 12 cents., carmine.
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The ink wherewith we described the above stamp was scarcely

dry when we received from Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. yet

another variety of the 8 cents provisional. This time we have the

12 cents surcharged cents ln black, only the initial letters being

capitals. Each word measures 7 mm. in length.

Mexico.—Of the Porte de Mar stamps there are some ex-

tremely dangerous forgeries in circulation, many of which have

been bought by collectors as presenting varieties in the central

numerals. There is one set in particular, which, we are informed,

has been executed in the United States, single stamps of which,

except a 30 and a 70 centavos, values which the forger must have

evolved from his inner consciousness, are eminently calculated to

deceive. The chief points of failure in the forgeries are : First,

that the horizontal lines in the outer border do not in many cases

touch the oval, and are besides rather heavier than in the genuine

stamps ; second, the word centavos is of inferior execution ; third,

the upper part of the arabescpie, in the right top corner, is better

drawn than that of the genuine .stamp, in which the upper

tendril is imperfect, and seems to terminate in a sort of dot

;

fourth, the upper tendril of the arabesque, in the lower right

corner, turns outwards instead of being straight, as in the real

stamp. Of course the central numerals also differ from those in

the two sets of genuine stamps, but it is for this very reason that

these forgeries have hitherto been eagerly sought for. So far as we
can ascertain, and we have been working hard at these stamps

lately, there are but the two types of numerals, the large and the

small ; and all deviations from these are rubbish. The forged

stamps are usually obliterated. If several of them are placed

together, they at once attract attention by their dark appearance as

compared with even the most heavily printed of the genuine

stamps.

New Granada.—We have received four new adhesives from
Carthagena signalling the entrance of the United States of

Colombia into the Postal Union. The four stamps are similar in

type, and we should not be surprised to learn that they came from
the same atelier as the current St. Salvadors. In the centre, on a

white oval, are the arms and flags, surmounted
by the condor, and the usual row of stars above
the bird. The central oval is enframed by one
of solid colour, inscribed in white block letters

" union postal univbrsal " above, and " e. u.

de Colombia " below. The letters " e " and " u
"

are not duplicated as usual. In circles, at the

four corners of the 1, 2, and 5 centavos, are the

numeral of value and the letter "c" in white on colour, the numerals
being in the upper left and lower right corners, and the letters in the

others. In the 1 and 5 c. the figures and letters c. are slanting;

in the 2 c. they are straight. In the 10 centavos value the letters
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in the corners are "c?" instead of "c," and neither they nor the

numerals are in circles, hut worked in with the ornaments. ThB
spandrels are filled in with arahesques. Shape, upright rectangular.

Adhcsivcs. 1 centavo, green, lithographed on white wove paper ; imperforate.

2 ,, orange-vermilion ,, ,, ,,

5 ,, blue ,, ,, ,, ,,

10 ,, violet

Norway.—The Timbre-Poste chronicles the 6 ore, green, on

white card, similar in design to the 5 and 10 ore cards described by

us in February last.

Perak.—Some time ago an unused specimen of the current

2 cents, Straits Settlements, surcharged " perak," was shown at a

meeting of the Philatelic Society, and did not find much favour.

We have lately received from Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co.

several specimens of this stamp, both used and unused, and there

seems to be no reasonable cause to doubt its authenticity. We have

seen five types of the surcharge ; but as the specimens were all

separated, we are unable to say whether all the types are to be

found on the same sheet. The following types are in our posses-

sion : 1st. "perak" in Roman capitals, 4 mm. in height; length

of surcharge, 17 mm. 2nd. "perak" in block letters, 3 mm. in

height; length of surcharge, 13 mm. The "r" in this surcharge

is disproportionately narrow to the other letters. 3rd. " perak "

in block letters, 3 mm. in height ; length of surcharge, 1 1 mm.
4th. " perak " in block letters, 2 mm. in height ; length of sur-

charge, 14 mm. 5th. "perak" in block letters, 3 mm. in height;

length of surcharge, 10 mm.

2 cents, black surcharge, "perak," on current 2 cents, brown, Straits

Settlements.

Portuguese Indies.—M. Moens informs us that on the 1st of

May a change took place in the currency of this colony, and that

to this change is owing the surcharges chronicled by us last month,
and others besides. The present currency at Goa, consisting, ac-

cording to M. Moens, of reis, reals, and tangas, must be confusing.

In addition to the stamps described by us, M. Moens has seen the

20 reis, red, small numerals and Eoman capitals, surcharged 1| real

in black. Of the current type (crown in circle) there are six values,

the four highest—1, 2, 4, and 8 tangas—being surcharged with a

numeral above the letter T, thus, „,•

1^ real, surcharged in black on the 20 reis, red. Small numerals and
Roman capitals.

4^ reis, surcharged in black on the 20 reis, bistre.

6 „ „ „ 20 „
1 tanga ,, ,, 200 ,, orange.

2 „ ,, „ 200 „
4 ,, „ ,, 50 „ green.

8 ,, ,, ,, 200 ,, orange.

The Welt Post mentions a 10 reis, black surcharge on the 20 reis,

red, of the star series.

Current type.
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Since writing the foregoing, and just as we are going to press,

Mr. Kern sends us some more varieties ; viz. :

1| (real ?), black surcharge on the 20 EBIS, red, of 1876.

5 reis ,, ,, 15 ,, rose, of 1875.

6 ,, ,, ,, 25 ,, lavender, of 1881 (crown in circle).

2 tangas ,, ,, 50 ,, green, of 1878 ,,

4 ,, „ ,, 10 ,, ,,
' 1881

Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. send us the 25 reis type of

1878 (crown in circle) unsurcharged, changed in colour from rose

to broAvn. Mr. Kern communicates the following extract from the

letter of his correspondent at Lisbon :
" The money hitherto in use

in the Portuguese Indies was the same as in the mother country

;

but a law has recently been passed that the coinage in future shall

be in tangas and rupias. Owing to this change, the government
has ordered a new set of postage and fiscal stamps, but, owing to

the pressure of business, these could not be got ready in time, and
the postal authorities at Goa have therefore decided to utilize the

old stamps by surcharging them with the new currency, but these

will, of course, only be used until the new stamps arrive. The
tanga is equivalent to 60 reis. There are already fourteen known
varieties of these provisionals, and I believe more exist."

Mr. Kern remarks :
" It strikes me that the new currency will

match the British Indian. 1 rupia =16 tangas =12 reals ? or reis, and
that consequently the stamps surcharged with a numeral only, and
without the letter t, represent the lower denomination, although

my Lisbon correspondent gives them all as tangas, with the excep-

tion of the 5, which he calls reis.

"Thus 1 anna Indian equals, perhaps, 1 tanga.

1 „ 6 pies
§

2

4

6

8

But I do not know where to introduce the 5 and 4^. If 4^
stands for tangas, then the amount represents the postage to Europe."

Queensland.—Under date of the 13th May, we have received

the following official letter from Brisbane respecting the printing of

the stamps now current : "In reply to your enquiries relative to

the printing of our stamps, I would inform you that they are all

made at the Government lithographic and engraving office in Bris-

bane. The values over one shilling, and also the threepenny stamps,

are at present lithographed from old dies. Those up to one shilling

(exclusive of the threepenny) are printed direct from electrotypes

;

iiltimately it is intended to print the higher values only from steel

plates.—Signed, J. H. Lawry, Accountant."

Spain.—In the Timbre-Poste for August is figured and described

a hitherto unchronicled variety of the Habilitado surcharge, which
is found on two stamps belonging to M. de Ferrari. The surcharge

consists of a lion to right, holding a banner over its shoulder, and
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the letters " h. p. n." in thin block letters, the first above and the

two latter below the lion. The surcharge, the authenticity of which

seems open to question, is in blue, and occurs on the 50 mils, de

escudo, bistre and violet, head of Isabella, issues 1867, '69.

Tobago.—We have received a new adhesive and post card from

this island. The adhesive is of the same design as the others of

the second type,, i.e. with the word Postage in the lower portion of

the circle enframing the head. The Postmaster writes us that the

five shilling adhesives are now only used for fiscal purposes. The
post card is of the usual De la Hue West Indian pattern. It has

four lines of inscription : 1st, "union postale universelle ; " 2nd,
" tobago (tabago) j

" 3rd, the words " post " and " card " divided

by the Royal Arms ; and 4th, " the address only," &c. The
stamp in the right upper angle is of the same type as that on

the Antigua and Nevis cards, with Tobago in the upper label. No
border, reverse side plain.

Adhesive. ^d., brownish lilac, watermark cc. and crown
; perf. 14.

Post Card. l|d., brown on pale buff card, size 123 x 87 nun., or 4f .: 3| in.

Tolima.—The Timbre-Poste chronicles a new
50 centavus of the accompanying design. It is

lithographed on bluish paper.

50 centavos, dull blue.

Turkey.—From cards sent us by Mr. Ashwell,

and from an inspection of sundry new cards which
we have received since our last number was
published, we are enabled to give a more complete

list of the 20 paras cards, on buff, surcharged " cheir," which have
been lately issued. They run as follows, and include two types of

surcharge, the first having "cheir" in a dotted circle, interrupted

at top and bottom, and the second with " cheir " in an unbroken
dotted circle

:

Type I.

Variety 1.
" cheir" in black, on 20 paras, single card.

,, 2. ,, in light blue ,, ,,

,, 3. ,, in black on first half of a 20 x 20 post card, with pen-
stroke through "avee reponse payee."

,, 4. ,, in black, on second half of ditto, with penstroke
through " riponsc payee."

,, 5. ,, in light blue (otherwise the same as Variety 3).

» 6. „ ,, „ ( „ „ ,,
" 1).

Type II.

,, 7. ,, in light blue, on 20 paras, single card.

,, 8. ,, in Prussian blue ,, ,,

,, 9. ,, in light blue (otherwise the same as Variety 3).

,, 10. ,, in Prussian blue
( ,, ,, )( 3)

„ 11- „ „ „ ( „ „ „ 4).

12. ,, in light blue ( ,, ,, „ 4).

13. ,, ,, ,, no penstroke through "avec reponsepayee."
14. ,, ,, ,, no penstroke through " response payee.

"

15. ,, Type I. in black, and Type II. in Prussian blue (double
surcharge) on 20 paras, single card.
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In addition to the cards described above, we have two others,

which have lately been issued ; namely, a single and a reply card.

They have at top, in centre, a line of Turkish inscription, beneath

which is " postes imperiales ottomanes," and below this again

"carte postale." There is an ornamental line between the first

and second, the second and third, and at the bottom of the third

line. Lower down are three dotted lines for address, the first

preceded by " M." In the left lower angle, in two lines, is printed,

" N.B. Ce cvte-ci est reserve exclusivement a Vadresse,'' and in the

right lower angle is one line of Turkish inscription. In the upper

right corner is a rectangle containing a 20 paras, green, adhesive,

issue 1876, surcharged in blue " cJieir," in Turkish, and beneath it

is " local," in an octagon. The whole is enclosed in a border

composed of two lines, thick and thin. The reply card is joined

at the right side, the impressions being on the first and fourth

pages. The first half has in the left upper angle "Avec reponse

payee," in one line, between the first and second lines of inscrip-

tion. The second half is exactly similar to the single card. Black

impression on white card.

20 paras, green and black on white card.

20 + 20 ,,

Size, 126 x 85 mm., or about 4j% x Z-fe inches. Size of frame, 119 x 74 mm.,
or about 4 1

i - x 2i
a

- inches.

We have received from Mr. Wm. Clifford a used specimen of

the 10 paras adhesive (issued April, 1876, heavy inscription), with
a similar " cheir" surcharge to that found upon some of the above

post cards ; viz., " cheir " and " local " within an octangular frame.

This stamp is still attached to part of an envelope, and has not

been used to frank a card. Messrs. Gibbons and Co. send us the

1 piastre, same issue.

Adhesive. 10 paras, lilac, 1876, surcharged in blue ''cheir" and "local"
in octangular frame.

Adhesive. 1 piastre, orange, 1876, surcharged in blue "cheir" and "local"
in octangular frame.

Turk's Islands.—Fresh sheets of the provisional stamps hive
been printed, and have reached us lately. The
arrangement and types of the numerals have
been altered, and the varieties are now too

numerous to describe.

Victoria.—The accompanying cut represents

the successor to our old friend the two shilling-

Victoria, whose demise we chronicled last

month.

31**
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H CAUTION TO COLLECTORS,"

GREENVILLE, ALABAMA-CONFEDERATE STATES.

Under this heading we printed last month an anonymous warning received

from America, to which we added a few remarks of our own. We have

much pleasure in giving the same publicity to the following statements by

Dr. Petrie :

1st. That he never had, saw, or heard of a Greenville stamp, type with

script letters of the value, until the so-called " Caution " was seen by him.

On this point he is certainly at least as worthy of belief as his anonymous

assailant.

2nd. That as to dates, postmarks, and discrepancy in design, even if the

copy alleged to be genuine really is so, that by no means disproves the

others, as two types may well exist for Greenville as for e.g. Goliad, and two

hand-stamps for postmarks are often found in concurrent use in America.

3rd. That of the four (or five) specimens he has had through his hands, he

knows the origin of each, and can refer the possessor to the sources whence

he obtained them, and is ready to do so.

4th. That no more specimens are to be had, nor have been since he pro-

cured the few he has disposed of.

The willingness of Dr. Petrie to trace the specimens to their source, and

the fact that no more copies are procurable, seem to us very satisfactory

features, and abundantly to countervail the anonymous attack, which Dr.

Petrie says proceeds from a dealer in the States who has fallen out with him

on a disputed account, and a person whose name is, if his proceedings are not.

Christian !

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SPAIN.

By SENOR ANTONIO FERNANDEZ DURO.

A Review by Captain E. B. Evans, R.A.

In the following papers I do not by any means propose to give a translation

of the magnificent work of Senor Duro, and that for a very good reason
;

namely, that I am not sufficiently well acquainted with the Spanish language.

My purpose is rather to review Senor Duro's book, pointing out any facts

given in it which appear to be new to collectors, and particularly noticing any

points in which it is at variance with the catalogue compiled by the Philatelic

Society of London.

Serior Antonio Fernandez Duro, whose name should be handed down to

future generations of philatelists as that of one of the few post-office officials

who have done good work for their favourite science, apparently holds a high
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position in the central post-office at Madrid. This position has given him

access to all the official documents relating to the various issues of Spanish

stamps, and it is from these documents that his hook is for the most part

compiled ; so there can be no question as to the character of the information

it contains. The documents are given at full length, and there can be no

doubt as to their value.

It must, however, be borne in mind that the book is rather an official

history of the stamps than a philatelical one ; minor varieties, errors, and

essays are entirely ignored ; and where there is no official information of

issues, as in the case of the Carlist stamps, there is no mention made of them

by the author.

This being understood, however, it must be allowed that the work in

question is by far the most perfect of its kind that has yet been published,

and it is only to be regretted that it is not written in a language more easily

understood by the majority of collectors.

The general plan of the book is as follows : It is divided into two parts,

the first treating of the postal issues of Spain itself, and the second of those

of the Spanish Colonies, each part being subdivided into sections. Those of

the first are: 1. Stamps for inland and foreign postage. 2. Post cards.

3. Official frank stamps {civil). 4. Official frank stamps {military).

5. A stamp denoting a privilege granted to a private person. 6. News-

paper stamps. Those of the second : 1. Stamps of Cuba and Porto Rico.

2. Stamps of Cuba only. 3. Stamps of Porto Rico only. 4. Stamps of

the Philippines. 5. Stamps of Fernando Po. 6. Post cards of the various

Colonies.

Taking Section I. of the first part, which occupies 191 pages out of the

total of 250, we find that, after a short introduction, it commences with the

decrees, official notices, &c, which preceded the first issue of stamps ; then

follows a description of the stamps of that issue ; and finally a table showing

the number of stamps of each value printed, issued, and remaining in the

Treasury. This arrangement of legislation, description, and accountancy

continues down to the end of 1868, after which the tables of accountancy

cease. The legislative portions are those to which I wish more particularly

to draw attention. The descriptions are, as a rule, brief, and not nearly so

detailed as in the catalogue of the Philatelic Society. The tables are some-

what complicated, and the difficulty of understanding them is increased, in

one or two instances at all events, by their apparently not adding up correctly;

but this is doubtless due to errors in copying or printing.

Commencing then at the beginning, we find that in August, 1843, an

ordinance was passed on the subject of the introduction of prepayment of

postage, but that no action was taken in the matter till some years later.

On the 24th October, 1849, a Royal decree was promulgated, ordering the

issue of postage stamps for the prepayment and registration of letters ; and

as this decree forms a kind of foundation of the Spanish postal regulations,

and shows for what purposes the various values of the earlier issues were

used, I venture to allude to it at some length.

Among the earliest regulations we find one to the effect that letters could

be transmitted under three different heads : first, neither prepaid nor regis-

tered ; second, prepaid only ; third, prepaid and registered (certificadas)

;
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and there were three different tariffs corresponding to these. In each case

the charge was according to the weight of the letter. There was not a regis-

tration fee, as I think was always the case in England ; but whereas prepaid

letters were charged 6 cuartos per half ounce, registered letters were charged

5 reales per half ounce up to two ounces, and 5 reales per ounce after that.

We here see the reason of the issue of some values inscrihed " Franco," and

others inscribed " Certificado ;" the 6 cuartos and 12 cuartos being intended

for prepayment only, and the 5 reales and 10 reales for prepayment and

registration.

In connection with these values there is a curious regulation which is

worth quoting :
" If the letter does not exceed half an ounce in weight, it

will require a stamp of 6 cuartos; if it exceeds half an ounce, and is not over

an ounce, one stamp of 12 cuartos, or two of 6 cuartos ; if it exceeds one

ounce, and is not over an ounce and a half, one stamp of 12 cuartos and one

of 6 cuartos, or three of 6 cuartos ; if it exceeds an ounce and a half, and is

not over two ounces, two stamps of 12 cuartos, or one of 12 cuartos and two

of 6 cuartos, or four of 6 cuartos." This elaborate instruction would seem

hardly necessary, but it is supplemented by a diagram showing whereabouts

the stamps were to be placed, in which more space between the stamps is

allowed than may be found in some stamp albums.

It is worthy of remark also that the two tariffs for prepaid letters did not

fit into one another, so to speak, by which I mean to say that, inasmuch as a

real equalled Sh cuartos, the 5 reales and 10 reales stamps formed no exact

multiple of 6 cuartos; so that it would appear that the two lower values

alone could be used for ordinary prepaid letters, and the two higher values

solely for registered.

The 6 reales were for registered letters addressed to France or Belgium,

(j reales being the single rate to the former, and 12 reales that to the latter.

Coming to the description of the issue of 1850, we find nothing new ; but

it is stated to have been lithographed, whereas the catalogue of the London

ISociety describes it as " Engraved T. D." which no doubt is an error. Most

of the subsequent issues were probably lithographed also, though that fact is

not distinctly stated by Sehor Duro, who says of the first issue, " Grabada en

pietra litografica," and of the others simply " Grabada."

In the table showing the stamps printed and expended in 1850 we find

mention made of stamps of the value of 2 reales, which, I believe, are quite

unknown to philatelists.* They appear, however, only in the first and last

columns of the account, 13,600 having apparently been printed in 1850, and

the same number remaining on hand at the end of the year. It is very

unlikely that any of these will ever come to light, as they have no doubt

been destroyed with the other large remainders of the issues of 1850, 1851,

1852, and 1853, none of which seem to have been cancelled for the benefit uf

collectors, as was the case with those of 1854 and subsequent issues.

The issues of 1850-3 each continued in circulation from the 1st January

to the 31st December of the year to which it belonged. As each issue was

withdrawn, the stamps composing it immediately ceased to be available for

postage ; but during the first few days of January in each year the stamps

of the previous year could be exchanged for those of the current issue.

* Not quite. See Philatelic Record, vol. i. p. 108.

—

Ed.
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It is also noted that during the first three of these years no forgeries were

discovered, so that it would appear that the original reason for these annual

changes was not the one which is usually assigned. Perhaps her most

gracious Majesty was not satisfied with the representation of her profile,

and, after one side of her face had been badly cut, turned the other cheek

year after year in the most forgiving spirit, hoping to get something more

complimentary out of Don Bartolome Coromina, who seems to have been

answerable for the portraits of 1850-2.

We have seen that there is reason to believe that 2 recdes stamps were

prepared in 1850, but not issued. Stamps of that value certainly formed

part of the issues of 1851-3, but it is difficult to make out for what purpose

they were used. They were inscribed " Certificado," but there does not

appear to have been any rate for "registered" letters so low as 2 recdes

until 1854. Seiior de Ysasi tells me that they were used for ordinary

postage to England and elsewhere, but Seiior Duro does not cpiote any ordi-

nance or notice giving the rates of postage to any foreign countries until

some years later. The 2 recdes stamps of the issues to which I have referred

were in any case but little used, as is shown by their great rarity, and, if

further proof were necessary, by the figures given by Serlor Duro, 1432 being

used in 1851, 3394 in 1S52, 3875 in 1853 ; whilst 10,860 was the lowest

number that was used of any of the other values.

In the course of 1853 forgeries were found to be in circulation hi the

province of Granada. Previous to this, the only attempts at fraud on the

post-office appear to have been the using of stamps which had either been

insufficiently obliterated or which had been cleaned. Various notices may
be found on the subject of the proper obliteration of the stamps, and this

seems to have been a constant source of trouble to the authorities.

A decree of November 3rd, 1S52, ordered the establishment of post-offices

in various parts of the city of Madrid, and the issue of stamps of the value

of 3 cuartos for local postage. Seiior Duro, however, states that these

stamps were not really issued until January 1st, 1853. They continued in

use until October 15th, 1853, from which date the local rate was reduced to

1 cuarto, and similar stamps of that value came into use. These latter were

suppressed on October 31st, 1S54, when the local rate was raised to 2 cuartos,

and this system seems at the same time to have been extended to other

towns.

On January 1st, 1854, a fresh issue for general postage was, as usual,

brought out. It consisted of four values only : 6 cuartos, 2, 5, and 6 reales.

These values are all of the type with the coat of arms on a coloured ground.

A decree of June, 21st, 1854, introduced a new system of registration,

similar to that in use in other countries, and fixed the registration fee at

2 reales, irrespective of the weight of the letter, the ordinary postage being

paid in addition ; and a decree of September 1st, 1854, prescribed an

entirely new tariff, to come into force on the 1st November following, by

which the local rate became 2 cuartos per half-ounce, the rate for Spain

itself and the neighbouring islands 4 cuartos, to Cuba and Port Rico 1 reed,

and to other Spanish colonies and to foreign countries 2 recdes.

Accordingly, on October 31st, 1854, the 1 cuarto for local postage, and the

6 cuartos, 5 and 6 reales for general postage were suppressed ; and on the
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following day three new values came into use ; viz., the 2 and 4 cuartos and

1 real, type with coat of arms on a white ground.

It may be remarked that the lowest value does not bear a date, which fact

has caused it to be looked upon as a separate issue from the others. The

documents quoted by Sehor Duro, however, show that it was certainly issued

with the other two of similar design, but dated. Possibly it was not

originally intended that the stamps for local postage should be changed so

often as the others.

Seiior Duro states that the three stamps issued on November 1st, 1854,

were first printed on white, and afterwards on bluish paper. This would lead

one to suppose that the bluish paper was not used previously, and that these

three values, and perhaps the 2 reales, which continued in use together with

them, should alone be found on that paper.

In the catalogue of the London Philatelic Society all the stamps of 1854

are given as on white, or yellowish-white, and on bluish paper, with the

exception of the 1 real pale blue, which is said to be on bluish only. This

variety is not mentioned by Seiior Duro. It has, I believe, always been sup-

posed to be a later impression than the 1 real dark blue ; and this would

agree with what we now learn as to the use of the bluish paper.

(To be continued.)

NOTES ON PIGMENTS.

By " CHEH1CUS."

GREEN PIGMENTS.

There are not many green pigments, and these few are but scantily used,

artists and colourists preferring to compound any greens they may require

from blues and yellows, as in this way better and purer shades of green can

be obtained, as well as a greater variety, than from the use of green pigments.

Sage-green is of a dark green colour ; it is a natural pigment, prepared

by evaporating the juice of the berries of the buckthorn (Rhamnus cathar-

ticus), which are prepared with lime. It is extremely transparent, and is

consequently often used in water-colour work for glazing over other colours.

It is not a durable pigment, fading rapidly on exposure to light.

Verdigris has a fine bright green colour, with a bluish tint. Its base is

copper ; and it is one of the least permanent of the copper-greens. It is

chemically a diacetate of copper.

" Mineral green " is the natural mineral malachite, a copper-green of good

colour, and of permanent character. An artificial pigment, bearing the

name of " mineral green," is also prepared, but is inferior hi colour, and less

permanent than the natural pigment.

Emerald-green is likewise a copper-green of a fine light tint. It is one of

the most permanent of the copper pigments ; is of good body, and works

well in all kinds of artistic colour work.
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Green verditer is formed by sea-salt and blue vitriol, or sulphate of copper,

and is a copper-green of a very pale colour.

Chrome-greens is the name given to a class of pigments prepared by

mixing chrome-yellows with blue pigments. There is a true chrome-green,

an oxide of chromium of fine colour, durable, and easily worked. It is

consequently much used where a dark green is required.

Brunswick greens are copper-greens usually made in three shades—a pale

yellow-green, a medium, and a dark blue-green shade. They are fairly

permanent, and are much used in colour work.

{To be continued.)

[Owing to a mistake, the above notes on green pigments, which were illus-

trated in our last number together with the blues, were shut out.]

THE POST CARDS OF FINLAND,

BY "A POST CARD COLLECTOR."

Part II. Type of Stamp, 1875.

August, 1875.

Medium-sized card. At top inscription in three languages, and in three
lines. At bottom another three lines of instructions. Stamp in upper right-

hand corner. The whole surrounded by a neat Etruscan border. At back
ten ruled lines, surrounded by Etruscan border, which is interrupted at top
and sides by instructions in three languages. Two values, 10 p. and 16
penni.

Variety I.

The second line of instructions runs, " Talla Puolella Kirjoitetaan Aino-
astansa."

10 penni. Stamp, light grey-lilac .

10 „ „ grey-lilac . . .

10 „ „ lilac

10 „ „ bright lilac . .

16 „ „ brownish chestnut
16 „ „ chestnut . . .

16 „ „ light brown-chestnut
16 „ „ light brown-chestnut

Frame, grey-lilac.

„ deep lilac.

„ deep lilac.

„ deep lilac.

„ chestnut.

„ chestnut.

„ light brown-chestnut.

„ deep brown-chestnut.

September, 1875

Variety II.

The second line runs, " Talle Puolelle

10 penni. Stamp, light grey-lilac

light grey-lilac

lilac ....
deep lilac . .

10
10 „
10 „
10 „
16 „
16 „

Error, Talle.

10 penni
10 „

blue
brown-chestnut
brown-chestnut

light lilac . .

violet . . .

Ainoastansa."

Frame, grey-lilac.

„ lilac.

„ lilac.

„ deep lilac.

„ deep lilac.

„ brown-chestnut.

„ chestnut.

„ lilac.

„ violet.
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Octobeb, 1876.

Variety III.

Second line runs, " Tiille Puolelle . . . Ainoastaan."

10 penni. Stamp, pale lilac .... Frame
,
pale lilac.

10 „ >> grey )» pale lilac.

10 „ ?)
blue n lilac.

10 „ ??
grey-blue .... 5' pale blue.

10 „ 5?
blue )>

deep blue.

10 „ J5
deep blue .... >) deep blue.

10 „ pale lilac .... 5? deep blue.

16 „ chestnut .... chestnut.

16 „ pale brown-chestnut
JJ

pale brown- chestnut.

16 „ n chestnut ....

1S77.

Variety IV.

)>
brown-chestnut.

Same as Variety III., but the word " Kirjekortti " on the 10 penni is

longer than the Russian word beneath, and the "IV of "till" and " Fin-

land," and the "b" of "buympu" are looped, and the last Russian word of

the third line of inscription begins with a different-shaped capital. The 16

penni differs from Variety III. by having the words " Urefkort," " Kirje-

kortti," and the two Russian words beneath in much thinner capitals, thus
leaving a greater space between the letters composing those words.

10 penni. Stamp, lilac Frame, deep lilac.

10 „ „ grey ,, deep lilac.

16 „ „ pale chestnut . . . „ pale chestnut.

16 „ „ pale chestnut ... ,, deep chestnut.

16 „ „ deep chestnut . . „ deep chestnut.

Sub-Variety I. has full stop between the two Russian words commencing
the third line of inscription.

16 penni. Stamp, deep chestnut . . . Frame, pale chestnut.

Sub-Variety II. has full stop after "Tiille."

16 penni. Stamp, pale chestnut . . . Frame, pale chestnut.

1S79.

Postal Union Card has five lines of inscriptions.

1st. " Verldspostforeningen " (Union Postale Universelle).

2nd. " Yleinen Posti-lnttokunta," and three words in Russian.

3rd. " Postkort Fran Finland. Postikortti Suomesta."

4th. Four words in Russian.

5th. " (Finlande)."

Then two long and two short dotted lines for address. The stamp, of the
value of 10 penni, is in the right-hand upper corner, and is surcharged in

type. The whole is encompassed by a key border, and the reverse side is

plain. 140 x 89 mm.
10 penni, yellow-brown on buff.

Varieties A. Flaw in upper part of frame.

B. No flaw.
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1881.

Postal Union Card has four lines of inscription.

1st. " Union Postale Universelle" breaking the upper border.

2nd. "Finlande (Carte Postale)."

3rd. " Postkort fran Finland. Postikortti Suomesta.

"

4th. Four Russian words.

Five dotted lines for address. The first being headed by " Vastaanottajan
nimi. Till (a)." The third by " Adressatens bostad : vastaanottajan asunto :

adresse du destinataire." The fourth by " Bestammelse orten : Meno
paikka : lieu de destination ;" and the fifth by " Adresslandet : Meno maa :

Pays de destination." The stamp in the right upper corner is of the same
type as the adhesive. Key patterned border (129 x 77 mm.). Reverse side

plain. Inscriptions are type-printed in black. The stamp and border in

colour on buff.

10 penni, orange.

REPLY PAID CARDS.

July, 1875.

Medium-sized buff card. At top " Brefkort (Till ort inom Finland)," with
translation below in Finnish and in Russian. Three lines of instructions at

bottom. Stamp (type 1866) in right upper corner ; all within a neat
Etruscan border (125x82), At back ten ruled lines, surrounded by Etrus-
can border, which is interrupted at top and sides by instructions in three
languages. Folded to left. Reply card similar to original.

10 x 10 penni, lilac.

August, 1875.

Same as last, but stamp type 1875. Second line of instructions at bottom,
" Talla Tuolella . . . Ainoastansa."

10 x 10 penni, pale lilac, lilac, deep lilac.

1877.

Same as August, 1875, but second line " Tiille Puolelle . . . Ainoastaan."

10 x 10 penni, grey and blue-grey ; frame, deep lilac.

HELSINGFORS.

January, 1874.

Folded card, with gummed flap. " Korrespondenskort " at top. Two
dotted lines, the first preceded by "Till" and "Gatan No" near end of

second. In lower part, which is separated from the upper part by a double

ruled line, " Stadsposten I. Helsingfors. " Stamp in upper left corner. Type
1871 ;

green and imp. on white.

10 penni, green, on thick card.

Var. A. Thick unglazed card. 10 penni, light green and dark yellow-green.

„ B. Thick glazed card. 10 penni, green and dark green.

„ C. No period after Helsingfors
j Defective inti

„ D. Accent over f of Helsingfors
\

F &

August, 1874.

Thin card, " N° " small, and no period.

10 penni, light green, green, dark green, light yellow-green, yellow-

green, dark yellow-green.
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Ootobek, 1874.

Same as August, 1874, with monogram, S.H.P.

10 penni, light green, light yellow-green, yellow-green, dark yellow-green.

December, 1875.

Same as above, but " N°." large. Period after No.

10 penni, green and dark green.

1876.

Same as December, 1875, but with monogram, S.II.P.

10 penni, light green and dark green.

187?

Same as August, 1874. Small " N°," but with period.

10 penni, light green.

eorrcspoutrntct.

THE PORTE DE MAR STAMPS OF MEXICO.

To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Sir,—In reply to the invitation contained in your June number, I have

much pleasure in communicating to you the little I know respecting the

Porte de Mar stamps.

The first of these stamps which reached me from Mexico, from an un-

deniable source, are those which I shall term Issue or Variety I., and they

may be thus described :

Issue I. Very carefully lithographed on slightly-blued paper, ungummed
;

large numerals. The word " Centavos " measures 10 mm. One value to each

sheet ; viz., 2, 5, 10, 12, 20, 25, 35, 50, 60, 75, 85, and 100 centavos.

Issue II. Similar hi execution ; but the stamps are arranged as follows, all

twelve values appearing on the same sheet
;
gummed and ungummed :

2 20 50 85

10 25 60 100

12 35 75 5

Issue III. Similar in execution, and in the arrangement of the twelve

values upon the sheet, to the last issue, but printed upon whitey-grey paper

of very thin substance, approaching pelure.

Issue IV. Less carefully lithographed on stout whitey-grey paper. Large

numerals. The word " Centavos " measures 10 mm. One value to a sheet

;

gummed.

Issue V. Numerals re-touched, smaller and thinner. The 8 of the 85 is

incorrectly drawn, the thick stroke slanting from right to left, instead of
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from left to right. The second of 100 is \ mm. shorter than the first. The

word " Centavos " measures 8 mm. Printed on stout whitey-grey paper
;

gummed. The 2, 10, 12, and 20 c. values (and also, I am told, the 5, which

I have never seen) have each a sheet to themselves. From 25 centavos

upwards, the values are arranged as shown in your June number, and as you

may verify by the original sheet which I enclose for your inspection.

These are all the varieties of this series of stamps with which I am
acquainted, and I shall be glad to hear if there be any others.

I take this opportunity of submitting for your inspection the two types of

Anotado. The first type, that in engrossing script, is only found on the 6,

12, 25, 50, and 100 centavos of 1868. The second type is distinguished by

the word Anotado being printed in Roman capitals which gradually diminish

in size, and is found on the same values of the stamps of 1868-72.

Yours faithfully,

Georges Foure.
Berlin, 15th July, 1SS1.

ONE FOR MOSCHKAU.

Sir,—I shall feel obliged if you will insert in an early number of The

Philatelic Record a translation of the enclosed letter, which I have been

obliged to write to the Editor of the Leipsic Illustrirtes Briefmarken

Journal.

Yours, &c,
St. Petersburg, 3rd August, 1881. F. Breitfuss.

" St. Petersburg, 3rd August, 1881.

" To the Editor of the 'Illustrirtes Briefmarken Journal, Leipsic.

" Sir,—I am surprised to find in the July-August number of your paper,

page 55, the following paragraph :

"
' Mr. Breitfuss, of St. Petersburg, is our authority for stating that the 30

kopeck envelopes of 1875 (with large inscription), the authenticity of which

has been so generally doubted, were actually issued, although but very few

of them reached the hands of the public'

" I cannot but express my astonishment that you should have ventured to

couple my name with such arrant nonsense.

" If what you say respecting the existence of a carmine 30 kopeck

envelope of the 1875 issue, with large inscription, be not a flight of your

own imagination, I hereby call upon you most respectfully to acquaint me
with the source of your information.

" As I have had no correspondence with you, I conclude that you have

taken this 'communication,' as you have so many other of your items of

philatelic news, from the Brussels paper

—

Le Timbre Poste—and that in all

probability your imperfect knowledge of French has led to your entirely

misunderstanding my article on ' The Second Type of the 30 Kopeck

Envelopes of 1868 ' in the July number of that magazine. In the article

referred to I treated of a second type of the 30 kopeck envelope of the 1868
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issue, stamp to left, which differs from the ordinary one in the drawing of

the stamp, and I expressed the opinion, founded upon investigations prose-

cuted at the State Printing Office, as well as at the Post Office of this city,

that although these envelopes bear the stamp of the essay, they may yet be

looked upon as official, inasmuch as, through an error, a stereotype of the

essay got in amongst the stereotypes of the 30 kopeck stamps of the issue,

and thus, at first, every sixth 30 kopeck stamp was of the type of the essay,

and continued so until the mistake was noticed by the Post Office authorities.

These envelopes have no embossing on the flap, and are only distinguishable

from the 30 kopeck essay in that the latter have a small embossed stamp

with the number 30 in the centre.

" I must ask you to take the very earliest opportunity of correcting the

misstatements in your current number, and furthermore beg politely, but

firmly, whenever in future (perhaps with the best of intentions) you feel the

inclination to spread canards stronger than you can resist, that you will

abstain from connecting my name with them.

" Yours, &c.

,

"P. Breitfuss."

Notts au& <&ucu*g.

The Secretary to the Philatelic Society of London begs to inform Members
of the Society that a copy of the Catalogue of the Stamps of Great Britain

has been despatched to each, registered and post-free.

Correspondents who usually communicate directly with the Editor of The

Philatelic Record are requested to address their letters, during the months

of September and October, to the care of the publishers.

C. J. K.—Have handed your letter to the Secretary.

R. S.

—

Elua Keneta means, being interpreted, two cents, and is not the

name of one of the Hawaiian royal family.

E. P.—We make out the date of the obliteration to be 1868, not 1S63.

J. M. and Scribe. —Declined with thanks.

G. C. wants to know whether Dutch official cards are to be collected, as

not being issued by government. They are not in the strict sense of the

word official; they seem to be printed privately for Burgomasters, Post-

masters, and Directors of State Departments who have the privilege of

sending their correspondence free.

Ptmberton, Wilson, & Co.. 308, Goldhawk Road, shepherds Bush, London. W.
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FTEE an unusually long and busy season, our holiday

seems to us proportionately sweet, and we have no

intention of frittering it away in scribbling. Philately

is a pastime, 'tis true, but it is one which, if closely

pursued during the greater part of the year, is the

better of being occasionally changed for less sedentary

amusements. If, in addition to collecting stamps your-

self, accident and circumstances call you to that state of life in

which a grandfatherly interest in every one else's collection is

expected of you, an entire cessation of collecting from time to

time is absolutely necessary to prevent the hobby from palling

upon one.

But since, for the next six weeks, we sball be particularly dis-

inclined to write ourselves, we are all the more anxious tbat

philatelists should read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest a work

which will most amply repay them for the time and attention they

may devote to it. "We refer to The Postage and Telegraph Stamps

of Great Britain, by Messrs. Philbrick and "Westoby, which has

recently been printed and brought out by the Philatelic Society of

London. For obvious reasons, it is not our intention to review

this book, but we need feel no hesitation in saying that it is a

model of what such works should be. The introduction gives us

a concise history of the germs and development of the British

Post-Office down to the exciting and eventful period of the great

postal reforms inaugurated by Bowland Hill. Part I. of the cata-

logue is divided into five heads. The first is subdivided into three

sections, treating of line-engraved, embossed, and type-printed
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adhesives; the second is subdivided into four sections, treating of

the Mulreadys, the envelopes and sheets sold by the post-office to

the public, the envelopes and sheets stamped to order on paper sent

in by the public, and registration envelopes ; the third, in two

sections, treats of the newspaper and book-post—first, as regards

the newspaper stamps, and secondly, as regards newspaper and

book-post wrappers; the fourth is devoted to postal cards; the

fifth to essays, proofs, and trials—the first section treating of the

essays and proposals submitted and rejected, and the second of the

essays and proofs of the stamps actually issued. Part II. of the

catalogue is divided into two heads. The first tells of the stamps

of the private telegraph companies, and the second, subdivided

into four sections, treats first of the stamped telegraph forms issued

by government ; secondly, of the postal telegraph cards ; thirdly,

of the adhesives ; and fourthly, of the essays and proofs of

telegraph stamps. Finally, an addenda brings the work to a close,

and supplies all the information available, down to within a few

days of the date of publication.

We feel sure that the majority of collectors will readily admit

that they know less about the stamps of Great Britain than of any

others in their albums. Here is the opportunity for them to avail

themselves of all the knowledge which is to be had. Unfortunately,

in our experience, nearly all, save " the upper crust " of philatelists

(by which we do not at all mean the most "well-to-do"), are

amongst the stingiest of mortals. They are wont to pester people

for gratuitous information, but they are worse than restive when
asked for a few shillings to support a periodical or a publication

like the Great Britain Catalogue. They seem to forget that all

they are asked to repay in these cases is the actual cash expended,

nothing whatever being charged them for the pains and labour of

the writers. No expense has been spared to make the work we
allude to worthy of the reputation of its authors, and of the oldest

stamp society in the world, under whose auspices it has been

published. It will be a disgrace to English collectors if they fail

to give a hearty support to this, the only work which treats, save

in the most trivial manner, of the stamps of their own country.
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Brazil.—We have three new cards from this country. At the

top, in centre, is the stamp, with head of Don Pedro in a circle, on
ground of crossed lines surrounded by pearls. Above, on an arched

scroll, is " brazil," in solid capitals on white ground, and below
" reis." In the two bottom angles are the numerals 20, in white,

in ovals with lined ground. At each side of the stamp are elaborate

ornamentations, and above are the words " bilhete postal/' in an
arch with numerous nourishes. Immediately below the stamp, in

one straight line, between parentheses, is "neste lado s8 se

escreve o endereco," and below three ruled lines for address.

The whole is enclosed in a double frame ; reverse side plain.

20 reis, brown on white.

50 ,, blue ,,

50x50 ,, ,, ,,

Size of card, 117 x 84 mm., or about 4f x 3^j inches.

Size of outside frame, 107 x 73 mm., or about 4£ x 2i
a- inches.

Canada.—As we supposed, the announcement which we
borrowed in our last from the Wiener Briefmarken Zeitung about

the surcharge on Canadian stamps, was a blunder. It appears that

our contemporary was trying to say Grenada, not Canada.

Cape of Good Hope.—A correspondent informs us that the

Threepence is again in use without the surcharged numeral 3. He
sends us the new stamp to compare with that which was so short a

time in use, and says that it is "a new colour." A darker shade it

may be, but a new colour it certainly is not.

France—Colonies.—M. Moens describes a new card, which
has the same frame as that last issued, but with " carte postale "

in larger capitals, and the inscription beneath in three lines in lieu

of seven. The printing is in black, on loJiite card.

20 c, red-brown, on white card.

According to the Philatelic World, there are also cards with six

lines of inscription beneath "carte postale."

A Paris correspondent writes us :
" Have you seen the provisional

25 centimes surcharged thus on the 35 c. *%£f, and used in New
Caledonia] It is stated that 500 were struck off, and that 487
were used, and that only by one mail."

Since the above was written, several of these stamps have been
sent for our inspection. The letters nce are 3imm. high, and
occupy a space of about 13 mm. The numerals are 6 mm. high.

These stamps are further distinguished by heavy black lines, about

17 mm. long, at the top and bottom.

German Empire.—The Ami des Timbres announces a Service

card used by the Eailway Department. It has " Deutsche reioh-

post " in a curved line in Gothic letters, and below " postkarte
"

32*
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also in Gothic, and in the left upper angle " konigl . Sachs .

staatseisenbahnen." The back has various inscriptions.

Black on buff.

Great Britain.—Since we last wrote under this heading

changes have been made in the inscriptions on tho Registration

envelopes. There are now three lines of inscription in addition to

the legend " registered letter," which is placed at the top, and
not enclosed in a frame as tho word Registered was wont to be.

The inscription now runs as follows : " this letter must be

HANDED TO AN OFFICER OF THE POST—OFFICE, AND A RECEIPT

OBTAINED. IF OTHEBWISE POSTED,—THERE WILL BE AN EXTRA
charge on delivery." We have only seen the small sizes of this

envelope, which have plain flaps and seams.

Guatemala.—The medio real, with female head, comes to hand,

surcharged centaVoB. The word centavos measures 16x2 mm.
Since describing the above stamp, which we possess, a corres-

pondent writes us that he has seen the current stamps (bird on
column), the \ real surcharged c^avo and the 1 real ce„tavos-

Provisionals. 1 centavo, surcharged in black on \ real, brown and green.

5 „ „ „ 1 ,, green.

10 ,, ,, ,, 1 ,, black and green.

Italy.—L'Ami des Timbres has seen the 5 centimes, ldac, Marca
da Bollo, fiscal used as a postage stamp.

New Granada.—In addition to the four new values which we
described last month, M. Moens informs us that there is another of

similar type ; viz.,

20 centavos, black, lithographed on white wove paper ; imperf.

We annex cuts of the three values which we did not illustrate in

our last.

We have also received a new Registration stamp. Within an
oval, with scrolled border, are the usual arms, wreaths, condor, and
stars. An outer oval contains the inscription, " ee . uu . de Col-

ombia" above, and " 10 cs
. recomendada . 10 cB " below. An

outer scrolled border completes the design. The stamp is on very

thin wove paper, ungummed, and measures 37 x 33 mm.
Registration stamp. 10 centavos, mauve, on white paper ; shape oval ; imperf.

Le Timbre Poste describes the issue of a Postal Union card.

Size, 135x83 mm.; frame, 12G x 71 mm., containing to left

"carte postale," and to right "tarjeta postal;" above, "union
POSTALE UNIVERSELLE ; " below, " UNION POSTAL UNIVERSAL,"
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between two lines on white ground, with ornamental angles, con-

taining " e.u.c." At top, in centre of the stamp, is the value, 2

centavos. A scroll covers the length of the card, and is broken by
the stamp; it contains " etats-unis de colombie;" below on a

straight line, "escribase en segnida la direccion;" then four

dotted lines for address (the two last being shorter)—the first pre-

ceded by " a," and the third by " en ;" below the fourth line, " y
a la vuelta la comunicacion." Outside the card, at bottom,

"BOGOTA LIT. DE AVALA."
2 centavos, vermilion, on white card.

The current adhesives of this confederation are now frequently met
with cut in half diagonally, franking to half the value of the stamp cut.

Orange Free State.—We have received entire sheets of the

One Penny provisional on the 5s. green. As in the case of the

Turk's Islands, there has evidently been more than one setting up.

In the stamps which we have just received the surcharge is as

nearly as possible in the upper centre of the stamp, instead of to

the left, as in the earlier issue. The surcharge is also in bolder

type, both as regards the numeral and the letter d. There are

several varieties of the numeral, but the letter seems to be the

same throughout. The sheet of 5s. stamps consists of 120, in two
panes of ten horizontal rows of six.

A correspondent sends us the 10 centavos of the current type,

changed in colour to green, and surcharged with a numeral 1, 10 mm.
high and 2 mm. in thickness. He says that the same stamp has

been seen surcharged with a 2.

Provisional. 1 centavo, surcharged in black on 10 c. (current type) green.

Persia.—A correspondent writes us as follows : "In describing

the new Persian stamps in The Philatelic Record, I see that you
mistake gazes for shahais. A gaz represents a centime, and a

shahai a sou, or 5 centimes. Thus the purple stamp, with the

numeral 5, is of the value of 5 gazes, or 1 shahai. The carmine
stamp, with the numeral 10, is of the value of 10 gazes, or 2

shahais, and the green stamp is the ecpuivalent of 25 gazes, or 5

shahais. In the latter stamp the Persian inscription in the upper
corners reads, " penJ shahai," i.e. 5 shahais, and that in the

ribband, opposite to " Poste Persane, is "poste i mobarek i

mahrouseh i iran," which, in the usual flowery language of Iran,

stands for " Persian Post."

Perak.—The accompanying cuts illustrate three of the types

which we described last month :
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Portugal.—The 10 reis, brown on butt', postal card is to be

found with the word postal misspelt " poslal."

Portuguese Indies.—To the already formidable list of pro-

visionals already given must now be added the following varieties :

1| reals (?) surcharged in black, on the 20 reis, bistre (crown in circle)

6 ,, (?) „ „ ,, 50 „ green
1 tanga ,, ,, ,, 40 ,, blue ,,

Queensland.—There is a Five shilling adhesive, whether fiscal

or not we do not know, which we have several times seen upon
letters. It is exactly similar to the ordinary postage stamp of

similar value, save as regards colour, which is a kind of orange-

brown. We first saw this stamp used to prepay postage over a

year ago, and have come across it again quite recently, plenty of

the 5s. rose having been used in the interval.

We have received a stamp purporting to be a provisional One
Penny. The surcharge

—

penny—is of the roughest description,

some of the letters being larger than others, and is applied to the

Twopence, blue, old type. The specimen we have seen is scarcely,

if at all, postmarked, and we do not feel quite happy about it.

Provisional. Id., surcharged in black, on the 2d. blue, first-type.

Russia.—From the Timbre Poste we learn

that a rural postage stamp was issued in April

last for Staraja Roussa, in the province of Nov-
gorod. The inscription reads, " potsciitowaja

MARKA STAROWUSSKAGO ZIEMSTWA," which means
simply, Postage stamp of the Zvemsto of Staraja

Roussa.

5 kopecks, blue, lithographed on white paper.

Our next illustration represents a stamp
of Poreslaw-Zaleski, province of Vladimir,

which it appears was used previously to

the round ones. On this stamp the name
of the post is written "perejastawskaya,"
instead of in the usual manner, Pereslaws-

kaja. It is interesting to know that there

are four ways of spelling the name of this

post, each more unpronounceable than the other.

3 kopecks, green.

The postal rate in the district of Griazowetz,

province of Wologda, having been raised to

4 kopecks, the old 3 kopeck stamp has been
suppressed in favour of one of the accompanying
design.

4 kopecks, red on white wove paper.

Spain.—The Spanish stamps, surcharged with a Lion and the
letters " h. p. n." of which we borrowed the description from the
Timbre Poste, are now declared by M. Moens to have been fabri-

cated at Rome some years ago by a certain Quartini.
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Straits Settlements.—Messrs. Whitfield, King
and Co. write us that they have heen informed upon
good authority that the annexed surcharge on the 2

cents stamp of the Straits Settlements, which we
described last February, stands for Sungie Ujong,
one of the native states of the Malay Peninsula.

St. Domingo.—Subjoined is a list of stamped envelopes and

wrappers which we have received. For all we know, there may
be many more varieties of size and paper. The stamps are of the

same type as the current set of adhesives, without burele. Plain

rounded flaps. Gummed.
Envelopes. 5 centavos, blue on blue laid paper

,, 10 ,, rose ,, white ,, ,, \\4 <

' lm.

,,
15 ,, yellow „ „ „ ,

,, 20 ,, bistre ,, pale straw ,

>> 30 „ rose „ ,, ,

,, 40 ,, brown ,, white wove
,

,, 45 ,, purple ,, blue laid ,,
J-

240x102 mm.
,, 60 ,, sea-green white wove

,

Wrappers. 2 „ orange „ straw „ „ j 380 x i87 ram.

'

Turkey.—We are indebted to the kindness of the British

Consul at Constantinople for the subjoined replies, which he has

been at the trouble of obtaining for us, to certain questions respect-

ing the stamps bearing the Mount Athos surcharge. We give our

questions and the replies, which have been written against them.

Q. 1. What do the letters 2. X. II. stand for? A. Sotiri Hadji

Petropulo.

Q. 2. Were the stamps sold with this surcharge upon them, or

was it put on after the stamps were affixed to the letters 1 A. The
stamps were sold to the public with the surcharge on them.

Q. 3. If the stamps bore the surcharge when sold, was it struck

upon them at Constantinople or at Mount Athos 1 A. At Mount
Athos.

Q. 4. If the surcharge was struck at Constantinople, is there a

duplicate die at Mount Athos 1 A. No ; the stamps were sur-

charged at Mount Athos, and the die was subsequently brought to

Constantinople by the employe.

Q. 5. Why was fraud more likely to occur during the currency

of the caime than at any other time 1

Q. 6. How did this surcharge prevent it 1

Q. 7. Why was fraud more to be expected at Mount Athos than

elsewhere 1

Answer to queries 5, 6, and 7.—The Turkish Government issued

stamps at Constantinople for caime, as also in every other part of

the empire, excepting those places where the British fleet was
anchored. During the time that caime was accepted for stamps,

and when it was so far depreciated that for a one piastre stamp
only about 5 paras was in reality paid (that is, for a twopenny
stamp we paid one farthing), of course large quantities of these

stamps were bought at this low rate by people of a speculative

turn. It was evident that, owing to its persistent depreciation,
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mime could not long remain a medium of circulation. When
therefore the caimi was demonetized, and one piastre was charged

for stamps instead of one farthing or 5 paras, those people who had
bought the stamps made 700 per cent, upon their outlay. A large

number of these stamps were sent to Mount Athos, and the clerk,

to prevent their passing, had his stock surcharged with the letters

2. X. II. in a triangle. This would have been done in other parts

of the empire, only the Turks were afraid to adopt a measure
which would look like a practical repudiation of their stamps.

Having obtained for our readers this information, which is all

that we are ever likely to get, we have nothing further to say re-

specting these so-called Mount Athos stamps. We have clearly

proved that the stamps bearing this peculiar surcharge, as we
noticed them over a year ago, were not carottes, as M. Moens' cor-

respondent Glavany was pleased to term them. Whether they are

worthy of collection or not is a matter of opinion. Not knowing
the meaning of the surcharge, we were bound to call attention to it,

and to do our best to obtain an explanation of the mystery. It is

quite clear to us that the unused stamps of sundry issues which
are now being supplied in shoals from Constantinople, surcharged

to order from the die which is now in the post-office there, are

utterly unworthy of collection.

We are- now in a position to add the following varieties to

Type II. of the already long list of " local " cards which we gave in

our last number

:

Var. 16. "Cheir" in black, on 20 paras single card.

,, 17. ,, ,, ,, ,, 20 x 20 paras double card.

,, 18. „ ,, light blue, on ,, ,, ,,

,, 19. ,, ,, Prussian-blue, on stamp, and in space in left upper
angle (double surcharge) on 20 paras single card.

We also have the cards on white, both single and reply, with
double surcharge—one on the stamp, and one in the space in the left

upper angle—also with the surcharge in the space for the stamp, and
stamp surcharged in left upper angle, and with reversed surcharges.

Turk's Island.—The annexed cuts represent some of the more
recent types of surcharge on these stamps :

The Postal Union card for

these islands has made its ap-

pearance, and is of the same
pattern as most of our West
Indian cards. It has four lines

of inscription ; 1st, " union
postale universelle;" 2nd,
" Turk's islands (iles de

turc) ;" 3rd, "post card," divided by the arms of Great Britain
;

4th, "the address only," &c. Stamp in right upper angle, same
type as that on Antigua and other cards, but with " Turk's

islands " in the upper label.

lfd., brown on light buff card. Size, 122 x 87 mm., or 4-f x 3f inches.

United States.—Thanks to the kindness of our correspondent,
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Panately, a nom de plume well known to the older school of

collectors, we are enabled, on another page, to clear up the mystery

which hung over the United States return envelope, the stamp on

which we described last May.

Victoria.—We have received two varieties of Kegistration

envelopes from this colony. The instructions are in two lines :

" THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO AN OFFICER OF THE POST OFFICE

TO BE REGISTERED AND A RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT." They
have the usual label containing the word " registered," the

rectangle for the adhesive, and the conventional imitation of string.

The stamp on the flap has an embossed profile of Her Majesty to

left, in white, on ground of colour, within a pearled oval. An
outer oval contains the inscription, in coloured block letters, on
reticulated ground—" registration " above, and " fourpence "

below, a small stardike ornament on either side separating the in-

scriptions. There is nothing on the envelope to show that it is

destined for Victoria rather than elsewhere. The flaps are sharp-

pointed ; the edges quite plain ; and the paper (white laid) is not

mounted on linen.

Registration Envelopes. 4d., mauve, lines and inscriptions vermilion,

140x87£ mm.
,, ,, 4d., mauve, lines and inscriptions carmine,

131x78* mm.

UNITED STATES RETURN ENVELOPES.
By Panately.

Section 143 of the United States " Postal Laws and Regulations," published

in 1879, reads :
" The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to take the

necessary steps to introduce and furnish for public use a letter sheet envelope,

on which postage stamps of the denominations now in use in ordinary enve-
lopes shall be placed. And the Postmaster-General is also authorized to

introduce and furnish for public use a double postal card, on which shall be
placed two one cent stamps, and said card to be so arranged for the address
that it may be forwarded and returned ; said cards to be sold for two cents

apiece ; and also to introduce and furnish for public use a double letter-

envelope, on which stamps of the denominations now in use may be placed,

and with the arrangement for the address similar to the double postal card
;

said letter sheet and double postal card and double envelope to be issued

under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. No money
shall be paid for royalty or patent on any of the articles named."
Double envelopes—the detached stamp of one of which you puzzled over

in your number for May last—were patented in 1S77 (26th June), and it would
appear that the section I have just quoted, which became a law by the Act of

3rd March, 1879, was intended to benefit these envelopes. But it did not.

In connection with these double envelopes certain " Observations " have
been published, of which the following are the main points.

" A double envelope is to carry a government stamp to pay its postage, say
from Washington to Boston, and another to pay its postage back, to be used
when answers are desired. The same of postal cards. The envelopes will

be so made that they can be opened, and then closed and sealed again by
lappets gummed and ready for that purpose. In a short time every person
will fully appreciate their adaptedness to the ends to be accomplished.

" The law recently passed by Congress to put these articles into use proves

to be powerless for effecting the objects contemplated above.

32**
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" In respect to the double or return envelope, it is needful, in order to its

perfection, that it should be ruled so as to guide the persons using them in

writing the address.
" It is also desirable and needful to uniformity, that words of instruction

should be printed on the envelopes, at least until people get used to them.
But the law of 1S72 says no words or lines shall be printed except the direc-

tions to return to the sender. The law reads thus :

' - No stamped envelope furnished bythe Government shall contain any litho-

graphy or engraving, nor any printing, except a printed request to return the

letter to the writer. —Act 8th JuneriS72. Revised Statutes, sec. 3915.
" The section is deemed by the Attorney of the Department to prohibit in-

structions being printed or lines ruled to guide the addresses on double

envelopes. It favours contractors, and is no advantage to the Post-office

Department. But it prevents the use of the double envelope.
" Further, we have desired to use the double envelopes as other envelopes
• stamped officially are used, by allowing the purchaser to stick the stamps

on himself, but the Postmaster-General decides that no law authorizes it.

" The custom now is to cancel every stamp on a card or envelope. The
return cards and envelopes admit of cancelling but one at a time. He is, by
this Bill, authorized to issue such instructions to postmasters.

"The law passed provides 'that no money shall be paid for royalty ox

patent on any of the articles named.'
"Doubtless this proviso was attached to the bill to kill it in the interest*

of envelope manufacturers, who have been opposed to these improvements,
because they make one envelope answer in place of and do the work of two

;

and so of postal cards, which will save large sums of money to the Pvst->.'trice

Department."
So much for the present fate of these envelopes and cards.

The envelopes submitted to the Government, and whose adoption by the

P'-st-orhce Department was recommended by the House Committee on Post
Offices and Post Roads, are <-f two kinds and sizes. The features eomnmn
to each are the following : A dotted horizontal line divides the face of the
envelope in two equal parts. When the envelope is held correctly the stamped
impression occupies the right-hand upper corner; in the let: is "Forward
to." In the lower left-hand corner is a similar design for the stamp, and in

the lower right " Return to," the lower stamp and inscription being of course
reversed. The flap is very deep, nearly -21 inches (65

ram), shaped so. An inch and a half from the top a
A

. .

B
. . .

c

perforated horizontal line runs across the flap, marked '

T •

—
abc, beneath in two lines

—" Receiving, open at the
line abc : returning, seal with gum under abc.'' The flap is gummed along
the curved edge below the perforated line, and again aluiig and above the
perforated edge. The reason is obvious.

The smaller envelope measures fi$ x 3i inches

(160 x SSi mm.), and has for design circular disk of

lathework, 20 mm., in which is a large plain un-
shaded 3, with heavy shadows. Around the disk is

" United States Return Envelope " above, " Cents
"

below. Carmine, on white wove paper.

The larger envelope measures 9vV x 4^rV inches

(239 x 103 mm.), and is of the accompanying design.

Carmine, on white wove paper. On this (6 cents)

envelope the figure 3 seems an anomaly.
The card measures 5^ x 3 inches 1 131 x 72 mm.),

<^./"'J^Uyjl^
1

*,^ jias t jie horizontal dividing line, designs, and short

U.§.ffi$!^ instructions, as on the envelopes, and in addition

in each end, in two lines, reading upward on the

left, downward on the right. "Addresses this side—Messages the other."

The upper design is a circular disk similar to that on the smaller envelope,

with numeral one. and inscriptions. " United States Return Postal Card

—

Cent. " The lower design consists of a similar figure of value on a fancy

hexagonal disk. Carmine on burl'.
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THE POST CARDS OF HOLLAND,

BY '-A POST CARD COLLECTOR."

Without Stamp.

Jasyahy 1st. 1871.

Small-sized card, 120 x 83 mm. At top "Brief-kaart" in two words. Th.ree

ruled lines for address, the first preceded by "Aan " and the third by H TV."

At bottom "Xota," and four lines of instructions. All within a frame of

Greek pattern. Lilac, imp. on buff. Frame 108 x 71 mm.

No cabxe, lilac

September, 1574.

Small-sized card, 120 x 88 mm. At top " Briefkaart" in one word. Four
dotted lines for address, the first preceded by "Aan" and the fourth by
"te." All within a frame of Greek pattern, 10S x 74 mm. Brown, imp,
on buff.

No value, brown.

With Stamp, 2h cents.

Jasttaet 1st. 1871.

Small-sized card, 120 x 88 mm. At top " Brief-kaart " in two words.
Three ruled lines for address, the first preceded by "Aan," the third by
' " ." At bottom "Xota," and four lines of instructions. In right-hand
upper corner stamp (type of the centre part of the 2\ cent stamp, December,
1870). All within a frame of Greek pattern, 108 x 74 mm. Violet, imp. on
buff.

2i cents, violet.

Septemeee, 157'-.

Small-sized card, 120 x 88 mm. At top :i Briefkaait " in one word. Four
dotted lines for address, the first preceded by " Aan " and the fourth by "te."

In right-hand upper corner stamp (type of the centre part of the 2| cent
stamp, December. 1870 . All within a frame of Greek pattern, 103 x 74 mm.
Pieddish lilac, imp. on very light buff.

2| cents, reddish lilac.

Variety A. Dotted lines very thickly printed.

., B. Dotted lines very finely printed.

1575.

Same as above, but printed on very deep chamois,

2i cents, reddish lilac.

Ja>~t:aey, 1874.

The unstamped card of January, 1571, surcharged in right-hand upper
corner with stamp of different colour. Violet, imp. on buff.

2^ cents, reddish lilac.
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Without Frame.

December, 1877.

Small-sized card, 120 x 88 mm. At top to left, coat of arms (a shield

azure with rampant lion crowned and armed, " Je maintiendrai " borne in a

mantle ermine crowned) ; in centre, " Briefkaart ;" to right, the impression

of the 2^ cent stamp (type 1876). Four dotted lines for address, the first

preceded by " Aan" and the third by "te." Reddish lilac, imp. on buff.

2\ cents, reddish lilac, on bntf.

21 ,, ,, chamois.

1879 or 1880 ? Second, Type.

Similar to previous card. Coat of arms slightly different; the horizontal lines

on shield are closer, the sword different, and paws of lion showing three claws.

1\ cents, reddish lilac on buff.

1881.

Large-sized card, 138 x 90 mm. At top in centre " Briefkaart." Below two
dotted lines for address, the first preceded by " Aan." Stamp (type 1876) in

upper right-hand angle, and coat of arms (second type) in left. Mauve, imp.
on salmon -pink tinted card ; reverse side pinky-white.

1\ cents, mauve (shades), on salmon-pink tinted card.

With Frame. 5 cents

December, 1873.

Small-sized card, 120x88 mm. At top "Briefkaart." Four dotted lines

for address, the first preceded by "Aan" and the fourth by " te." In right-

hand upper corner, stamp (type of July, 1872). All within a frame of Greek
pattern, 108 x 74. Blue, imp. on buff.

5 cents, blue.

Variety A. 27 mm. between first and fourth lines.

B. 24 mm.

July, 1876.

Same as above, but words " Aan " and " te " suppressed.

5 cents, blue.

Variety A. 27 mm. between first and fourth lines.

B. 24 mm. ,, ,, „ ,,

July, 1876.

Card without value, September, 1874, with 5 cents surcharged in right-

hand upper corner.

5 cents, blue ; frame and instructions, brown.

Without Frame.

1878.

Small-sized card, 120 x 88 mm. At top to left, coat of arms (second type,
see 1\ cents) ; in centre, "Briefkaart " to right, the stamp (type July,

1872). Four dotted lines for address. Blue, imp. on buff.

5 cents, blue, on straw, buff, light-chamois, and deep chamois.

1881.

Large-sized card, 138x92 mm. At top in centre, "Briefkaart;" below,
two dotted lines for address. Stamp (type July, 1872) in right upper angle,
and coat of arms (second type) in left. Blue, imp. on light blue tinted card,

reverse side white.

5 cents, blue (shades), on light blue tinted card.

{To be continued.)
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THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SPAIN,

By SENOR ANTONIO FERNANDEZ DURO.

A Review by Captain E. B. Evans, R.A.

Part II.

On 1st July, 1854, the first issue of stamps for Official correspondence came

into use. The Catalogue of the Philatelic Society gives July 4th as the date

of issue, but perhaps this is a misprint. These stamps were for general

official use ; the weights expressed on them showed the weights of the letters

or parcels which they would prepay. The official frank stamps, described hi

section 3 of part I., are of a different nature, being stamps belonging to

various public departments, which franked correspondence irrespective of its

weight.

On 1st January, 1855, the second issue of official stamps came out. Sefior

Duro gives no reason for the change of the design, which was perhaps con-

sidered to resemble that of the then current stamps for ordinary postage too

closely.

However, on the 1st April, 1855, a new issue of stamps for use by the

general public was made, of the design usually assigned to the issues of

1855-56-57. Curiously enough, the three varieties of paper on which these

stamps were printed, from the very earliest days of stamp collecting, were

looked upon as constituting three distinct issues ; dealers' price catalogues,

which openly profess to take no notice of varieties of paper and watermark,

have always given the Spanish issues of 1855, 1856, and 1857 ; but Sehor

Duro, with a ruthless disregard of tradition, assures us that these three

varieties constituted but one issue, and that the changes of paper did not

take place at any particular dates, and were in fact more or less unintentional

on the part of the postal authorities. He himself evidently considers them

as varieties of but very small importance.

He appears however to acknowledge that the paper they were first printed

upon (the blue paper watermarked with loops) was of a special nature ; and

indeed a Government circular, dated December 28th, 1S55, gave notice that

a white paper would in future be employed instead of the blue, and that for

the present some stamps would be printed on white and others on blue, until

the latter was exhausted. This white paper seems also to have been a

specially made one, although not so described in the last-quoted circular ; for

a circular, dated April 11th, 1S56, announced that the special hand-made

paper, with watermarks, hitherto employed, would be given up, and an un-

watermarked paper (2mpel continuo) substituted for it in future. Neither of

these changes however constituted a fresh issue. The stamps on the different

papers continued to circulate concurrently, whereas when a new issue took
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place the former one was withdrawn. As in former cases, the stamps of

1854 ceased to be available for postage after April 1st, 1855, and could only

be exchanged up to the 15th of that month ; while the stamps of 1855 could

have been employed, together with those of 1856 and 1857 (so-called), up to

January 31st, 1860.

In spite of the specially made papers various forgeries seem to have been

circulated during the currency of these stamps. The first discovery of them

is noticed in a circular of the 4th April, 1856, in which they are stated to

have been found principally on letters from Seville. The differences between

the forged and the genuine are described as follows : The former were—l,on

unwatermarked paper, whereas the stamps issued up to that time were

watermarked ; 2, the imitation of the bust was not veiy accurate, the forgery

showing less shading, especially on the top of the head ; 3, in the lower edge

of the neck there was a small line of shading in the genuine which was not

found in the forged ; 4, the dots before and after correos were larger in the

forgery than in the genuine ; 5, the ink was of a better quality in the

genuine than in the false, the colour of the latter changing with exposure to

heat, whereas the former did not change.

In September, 1856, fresh forgeries were reported from other provinces

;

and again in August, 1S57, some forged 4 cuartos stamps were discovered on

letters from the province of Almeria, the following being their distinctive

marks :

1. Paper commoner, and of rougher texture.

2. The impression was unevenly coloured, or appeared to have changed

colour in parts.

3. The profile differed considerably from that on the genuine.

4. The dot was wanting after the figure of value.

In 1859 frauds seem again to have been suspected ; for a circular was

issued in that year recommending still greater vigilance on the part of the

officials.

Another fraud discovered during the currency of tins issue, or series of

issues, consisted in covering the stamps with a kind of varnish, which, after

they had been used, could be washed off, removing the obliteration, and thus

enabling the stamps to be used over again.

From the 1st July, 1S56, in Spain, and the 1st January, 1S57, in the

Spanish colonies, prepayment by means of stamps was made compulsory. It

was at the same time arranged that stamps should be sold at all the shops

for the sale of tobacco or salt (two articles for the sale of which a license

was probably necessary), as well as at the post-offices ; they might also be

sold by any one who was willing to undertake their sale. A percentage of

not more than 6 per cent, might be allowed on the sales, the allowance vary-

ing according to the population of the place in which the office or shop was

situated. For instance, the postmasters of districts received 1 per cent, as

distributors (i.e. on the stamps they supplied to the sub-orfices), and 3 per

cent, on what they sold ; the other sellers of stamps received 2 per cent, in

Madrid, 3 per cent, in the capitals of provinces, 4 per cent, in the chief towns

of districts, and 5 per cent, in smaller places. Private persons also who

bought more than a sheet of stamps at a time at the chief office of a pro-

vincial capital might receive the same allowance as the sellers.
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appointed by the civil authorities and the Treasury, and after that date, up

to the 29th of the same month, at the National Manufactory of Stamped
Paper (corresponding no doubt to our Somerset House). The regidations as

to the use and exchange of these obsolete stamps were more liberal than

those of previous years.

The issue of February 1st, 1S60, consisted of five values—2 cuartos, 4

cuartos, 12 cuartos, 1 real, and 2 reales. The 19 cuartos of the same type

was not issued until September 14th, 1861. This last value represented the

single rate on letters between Spain and Belgium, in accordance with a treaty

concluded in February, 1861, which, however, did not come into force until

August 1st in the same year. The 19 cuartos rate could be made up by

means of a stamp of 2 reales and one of 2 cuartos, but it was considered

more convenient to have a single stamp for this purpose.

An ordinance of November 18th, I860, declared the retailing of stamps to

be a state monopoly, and subjected unauthorized persons who sold them to

the same penalties as those found in possession of contraband goods ; namely,

forfeiture, and a fine of not less than three or more than six times the face

value of the stamps. It seems that a special ordinance was required for this

purpose, because by the ordinary laws on the subject of contraband articles

the fines were calculated on the basis of the intrinsic value of the goods,

which in the case of stamps, as stated in the ordinance alluded to, would

have been very small, and would not have furnished a sufficient inducement

to informers, who were rewarded out of the fines.

A circular of March 18th, 1S62, notified that letters bearing the fiscal

stamps of 50 centimos, 'which had been issued in accordance with an ordin-

ance of September 12th, 1861, were to be treated as unpaid. It is probable

that some of these stamps had been allowed to pass on letters before this

circular was published.

A circular of May 27th, 1862, ordered that letters (registered letters even)

containing objects extraneous to correspondence should be opened and

examined. This is the substance of the title of the circular, and seems at

first sight rather a large order, especially when we consider the number of

articles (from white mice to venomous snakes) which even our own long-

suffering Postmaster-General reports as extraneous to correspondence.

When we look into the body of the document, however, we find that it was

directed against some particular objects, which the Post-office authorities

chose to consider extraneous ; objects which even at the present day seem

to be looked upon with suspicion by some of the Continental officials, and

these objects were old postage stamps/ It appeared that various letters,

containing used postage stamps, and addressed to different persons at Cadiz,

San Fernando, and Jerez de la Frontera, had been sent to the Postmaster-

General by the postmasters of the district of Burgos ; and these being looked

upon with extreme suspicion, as being probably connected with some attempt

at frauds on a large scale, to the prejudice of the revenue, all postmasters

were instructed to look out for such letters, and to open any that seemed to

contain these suspicious articles, and their senders (and I suppose their

receivers also) were to be dealt with according to law.

This transmission of parcels of used stamps was probably the result, as is

suggested by Senor Duro, of stamp collecting, which was then beginning to
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PURPLE AND BROWN PIGMENTS.

Violet Lake. Mauve Lake.

Purple Lake. Purple Ochre.

Raw Umber. Burnt Umber.

Vandyke Brown. Sepia.
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become a fashionable mania, and which we thus see was sternly discouraged

in Spain from the very first. The official who composed this circular, or one

of his near relations, must have taken a prominent part in drawing up the

regulations of the Universal Postal Union, according to which postage

stamps, &c, both used and unused, are looked upon, if not as extraneous to

correspondence, at all events as not entitled to be considered printed matter.

Seiior Duro, however, tells us that the eyes of the Spanish officials were

opened at last to the fact that stamp collecting was an innocent, if a foolish,

pursuit ; and the archives of the principal post-offices were allowed to be

ransacked for the benefit of philatelists. The authorities were even convinced

that, far from injuring the revenues of the post-office, the numbers of unused

stamps that found their way into the hands of collectors were sufficiently

considerable to benefit that department to an appreciable extent. Our
author even ventured to suggest, in the interest of the State as well as of

philatelists, that the stamps manufactured at the National Printing Office

(Fabrica Nacional) for the colonies, should be sold wholesale at the principal

stamp offices in Spain, in order to save collectors and dealers the trouble of

sending to the various colonies for the stamps. This suggestion, however,

does not appear to have been acted upon.

{To be continued.)

NOTES ON PIGMENTS.

By " CHEMICUS."

PURPLE PIGMENTS.

Madder purple, as its name indicates, is derived from the madder root. It

is a lake possessing great body and intensity, and its richness of colour,

durability, transparency, and the ease with which it can be worked, have

obtained for it a preference over other purple lakes.

Burnt carmine is, as its name indicates, prepared by heating carmine till

it assumes the required purplish hue. It is not a durable or permanent pig-

ment, although it possesses a rich and powerful colour.

Purple-lake is prepared from cochineal. It has a rich colour, inclining to

crimson ; but it is unfortunately fugitive, and is therefore not admissible in

work where permanence is desired.

Purple-ochre is a dark ochre found in the Forest of Dean. It has a

chocolate hue, and forms fine tints when mixed with white pigments.

Some of the red ochres when burnt assume a purple colour resembling the

tone of this pigment, and are called purple oxides. They are prepared in

two shades, light and dark.

BROWN PIGMENTS.

Brown-pink is a lake prepared from a decoction of French berries and

other dye woods. It has a rich transparent colour, but unfortunately is very

fugitive.
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The umbers are two pigments of a deep brown shade. The one, raw

umber, lias a rather yellowish shade, and is found near to the ancient city of

Umbra, in Italy, whence its name. It is nearly opaque, durable, and works

easily in all vehicles, and is therefore very useful in all kinds of colour work.

Burnt umber is prepared by heating raw umber, is considerably deeper in

sbade than raw umber, possesses all its good qualities, and is much used.

The umbers owe their colour to an oxide of manganese ; iron is also present

as an oxide.

Vandyke brown owes its name to having been first brought into promi-

nence by the celebrated painter Vandyke. If is a kind of peat or bog earth

of a fine deep transparent brown, is durable, and mixes readily with oil or

water. It owes its colour, as indeed do most of the brown pigments, to an

oxide of iron. Sometimes a little manganese oxide is present, as well as a

small amount of bituminous matter.

Manganese brown is a fine deep semi-opaque brown of good body, is

durable, and easily worked. As its name indicates, it owes its colour to

manganese.

Cassel brown is a similar pigment to Vandyke brown, but of a more russet

hue.

Asphaltum is a mineral resin found in many parts of the world ; it occurs

in rocks which are built up of bituminous materials, and is supposed to have

been derived from these by a kind of natural distillation. Asphaltum is

principally used in oil painting, not being mixable with water. It has a fine

brown colour, is perfectly transparent, and as a pigment is fairly permanent

;

it unfortunately, however, contracts and cracks on exposure to the atmosphere.

Sepia is a natural pigment secreted by the sepia or cuttle-fishes, whence its

name. Cuttle-fishes are provided with an organ for the secretion of a brown

fluid, which is used for the purposes of defence. When an enemy comes in

sight the fish discharges the fluid, which darkens the surrounding water, and

permits the fish to escape.

This fluid is collected, dried, and sent into commerce as sepia. It has a

fine dusky brown colour, of a fine and transparent texture ; works well in

water, but not so well in oil, in which it does not dry properly. It is very

permanent, and consequently much used.

Bistre is a brown pigment extracted by water from the soot of wood fires.

It has a wax-like texture, of a yellowish-brown colour, and is perfectly

durable. It has a strong pyroligneous scent, which it owes to its source of

origin.

Prussiate of copper is sufficiently characterized by its name. It is of a

reddish-brown colour, but very fugitive. Prussian-brown is a preparation of

Prussian-blue, and is really an oxide of iron.

In printing cheques, bank-notes, and stamps in which money value is

concerned, it is necessary that precautions be taken to prevent forgery, or

other attempts to defraud. Concerning ourselves only with stamps, we may
just take a hasty glance at the methods adopted to prevent fraud.

Now two methods are adopted for defrauding the revenue as far as stamps

are concerned— 1st, by issuing forgeries ; 2nd, by re-using old stamps.

To prevent these methods from being adopted, stamps should lie com

plicated in design, so as only to be produced by engravings (forgers generally
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using lithographic processes), printed in fugitive colours, such as the lakes,

which become destroyed on any attempts being made at washing off the

obliterations (for instance, take the Russian stamps, it is impossible for any

body to attempt to wash off the obliteration without destroying the stamp,

or the new penny English and many others), and the colour in which they

are printed should be one not easily obtained by mixing. Witness the inde-

scribable tints on many of Messrs. De La Rue's stamps—the old 2gd. or 4d.

for examples. It would puzzle even an experienced colour-mixer to say

exactly what pigments have been employed to produce these tints. As most

of my readers are aware, forged stamps can often be detected by the colour

of the ink employed in printing, being so much different in tone to that

employed for the genuine stamps.

[Through an oversight, I omitted to mention, when treating of green

pigments, that emerald-green in composition is that of an arseniate of

copper ; and that, containing arsenic, it is therefore dangerous to use.

Brunswick greens are now made by mixing ultramarine or Prussian-blue,

according to the shade wanted, with chrome-yellow. Their true name is

therefore chrome-greens. Green lake is prepared from raw coffee berries,

treated with sulphate of copper.]

(To be concluded in our next.)

"A CAUTION TO COLLECTORS."

To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Sib,—The July number of your excellent magazine came to hand this even-

ing. At the risk of appearing too critical, I beg to criticize, or rather protest,

against the term " anonymous author " as applied to Mr. D. P. Lindsley, in

the article entitled, "Caution to Collectors."

Mr. Lindsley has been known to collectors here for a number of years as

Mr. Win. P. Brown's particular friend, occupying the same office with him

at 37, Park Row.

You are doubtless aware that Dr. Petrie's philatelic antecedents have cast

a shade upon his reputation, and it will require a most thorough explanation

to remove the suspicions aroused by Mr. Lindsley, who is regarded on this

side of the Atlantic as a sincere and honest gentleman.—Yours truly,

Davenport, Iowa, August Sth, 1881. J. C. Rasmussen.

[In the course of a chequered but not very protracted existence we have

been guilty of most of the sins not visited with capital punishment, but we

have never collected United States, and still' less Confederate Locals. The

remarks which accompanied the " Caution to Collectors " in our July

number are from the pen of the same valued contributor who expresses

his satisfaction with Dr. Petrie's explanation in the Record for August.
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If he (no mean authority) is content, we do not intend to make ourselves

unhappy about the matter. We must, however, point out to Mr. Rasmussen

that the " Caution to Collectors " was anonymous. It was unsigned, and

merely marked, "Sent by D. P. Lindsley," who might or might not have

been its author.

—

Editor.]

fiotcs antf €tucr(es.

Dutch Official Cards.—It seems to me that the simplest answer

to G. C.'s query as to the collectability of these cards is, that every man
must please himself as to what he will collect. For my part, I am of

opinion that these cards are certainly not admissable into a collection of

post cards. They run as nearly parallel as possible with the official

envelopes used by our own post office and other public departments in

transacting their business. I would refer G. C. for an interesting account

of these official envelopes to The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of Great

Britain, p. 200, by Messrs. Philbrick and Westoby. As we rightly

exclude these envelopes from our albums, we must be equally exclusive

as regards the Dutch Official Cards.—E. D. B.

Drocer.—On consulting Whittaker's Almanack we find that the

President of Hayti is General Salomon, whilst the President of St.

Domingo is Don Cesario Guillermo.

T. B.—Quite genuine, and an unusually fine copy.

A Philatelic Society for Manchester.—Mr. Geo. H. Hurst, of

11, Cable Street, Salford, thinks that such a society might be started by

the philatelists in his neighbourhood. He would be glad if collectors

who feel inclined to co-operate with him in establishing it will com-

municate with him by letter.

Pemberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush, London. W.
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HE publication of a fresh number of the French Society's

Bulletin is an event which all philatelists look forward

to and appreciate. We have received and devoured

Fascicule, No. 22, which only gives an account of the

Society's Proceedings for the three months ending with

December, 1880, a delay which is no doubt occasioned

by the anxiety of its Editor to ensure the minutest

accuracy and to benefit by the very latest emendations.

The chief subject matter of the Fascicule before us is the cata-

logue of the Stamps of Spain, including Telegraph and Fiscals,

brought down to 1868 by Dr. Legrand, who also contributes a

paper on the different monetary values indicated upon the various

issues of stamps. Dr. Legrand is, we think, not only justified, but

bound to avail himself of all the sources of information open to

him. Hence we are somewhat surprised to find that he unfortu-

nately follows the Catalogue compiled by the English Society in an

error, which was adverted to by Mr. Philbrick in his letter to the

Philatelic Record, dated 4th July last (page 118 of the present

volume), and one which had been previously pointed out in the

letter of "Viator" in our June number. Dr. Legrand states, and

the French Society ratifies the statement, that the first issue of

Spain (1st January, 1850) was an "impression en taille douce."

Last May Senor Duro, in his work on the Stamps of Spain, ex-

pressly says (page 13) that this issue was lithographed at the

Government Stamp Manufactory under the direction of Don B.

Coromina. " Viator," in his letter of June, comments on this fact,

and pointedly draws the attention of the French Society, and

especially of Dr. Legrand, to the topic. In July Mr. Philbrick

adds his opinion to the same effect ; and yet in September the

Bulletin appears roundly asserting that the impression is in taille
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douce, just as the London Society's Catalogue had done, repro-

ducing the same error, and not even referring to the matter as one

upon which there might he a difference of opinion. That Dr.

Legrand, heing human, must at times err is patent; but we are

hound to say that he appears to get little aid at the hands of his

colleagues, and the way in which the French Society endorses his

statements, apparently without examination, detracts from the

weight of its decisions as a body. The role of echo or chorus is

not dignified, especially when the inspiring voice gives utterance to

false notes. We expect more of the French Society than the mere

registration of Dr. Legrand's decrees.

Naturally, the Doctor falls foul of the English Society's Cata-

logue, and we think he is perfectly right in doing so. Has it not

let him into this scrape 1 He clearly ought not to be expected to

detect its errors, and may, with justice, urge that he copied from it

in perfect good faith, never suspecting that it was wrong, and

never looking for such an unlucky mischance as to be caught

copying, and worse still, copying a blunder.

But, unhappily, the Doctor, whilst failing to detect a very

patent blunder, goes out of his way to make a charge against the

English Catalogue, which rather recoils upon him. He says that he

demonstrated to the French Society that the 1st type £ cent de

peso, green, of 1873, with mural crown, is omitted from the Cata-

logue. On referring to it, we find duly chronicled, on page 21,

under the date of 1st July, 1873, the stamp which he asserts is

omitted. Someone, apropos of other stamps, once asked, " Ok
etaient done les lunettes du Dr. Magnus ? " and we might with

justice reiterate the question. We are by no means satisfied that

the discussion of a list by the members of a society in meeting

assembled is the best method of ensuring accuracy. According

to our way of thinking, the individual responsibility of the mem-

ber who prepares the list should be the main reliance, and all

doubtful or disputed points ought to be specifically brought before

the society and expressly decided upon before its voice is held

to be given.

Reverting to the Bulletin, we find the official account of Baron

Arthur de Rothschild's resignation of the Presidentship, and side

by side with it the account given by M. Moens, to which the

Secretary of the French Society takes exception, and of the

veracity of which he calls upon the public to judge. To the

reader not behind the scenes the difference appears trifling ; but all
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friends of the science must regret that the Baron has felt it neces-

sary to resign, not only the office of President, which he so

worthily filled, and in which his judgment and position were of

signal service to his colleagues, but also his memhership of the

Society. As regards the Presidentship, it is not difficult to see

that Baron Arthur de Rothschild could hardly continue to hold a

position nominally of power, but really that of an automaton

wound up by the energetic Doctor, whose motto seems to be, " La
Societe Franpaise c'est moi." "We cannot but conclude with a

passing reference to the paper on which the Bulletin is now
printed ; it is of very inferior quality, and quite unworthy of

the work.

Ifai^Uip, JUstjtuqriqs, anrj llqsusijtWimts*

Barbadoes.—An esteemed correspondent sends us a provisional

card, beautiful in its simplicity, which has been issued pending
the arrival of other cards from England. It has three lines of in-

scriptions : 1st, " UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE j" 2nd, " BARBADOS
(barbade) ;" 3rd, "the address only," &c. Directly beneath this

is a ruled line. No frame ; reverse side plain. This card is franked

with the Id. and ^d. adhesive stamps.

No expressed value. Black on white card. Size, 124 x 89 mm., or 4i% x 3f
inches.

We have recently received the One Penny adhesive, changed in

colour to grey-black—a change which may be due to the influence

of chemicals. We shall see.

Cabul.—We have received a new issue of stamps, comprising a

5 and 10 annas and 1 rupee. In size and appearance they resemble

the type illustrated by cut 190 in Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and

Co.'s catalogue.

Adhesives. 5 annas )

10 , , > circular, purine.

1 rupee
)

Chili has made some alterations in her 1 and 2 centavos adhe-

sives, similar to the modification in the 5 centavos value which we
chronicled in February last. The numerals of value are now plain

instead of fancy, and the word centavos, instead of being on a

label across the numeral, is in one beneath it. So far these are

distinctions without much difference ; but then, in addition, the

colours are changed.

Adhesives. 1 centavo, green
j rouletted>

2 ,, carmine
)

33*



164 NOVELTIES, DISCOVERIES, AND RESUSCITATIONS.

Cuba.—A correspondent sends us the \ real, black, surcharged

66, with an additional surcharge of 1866, in smaller numerals,

which are apparently beneath the large ones. This variety is un-

known to us. Have any of our readers noticed it, and do they

consider it a genuine thing 1

Egypt.—We have seen a current 20 paras surcharged " oaire,"

in red, the surcharge being beneath the usual obliteration.

Whether this lettering is a postmark, or is intended to make the

stamp a local one, or whether the whole affair is an invention of

the enemy, we are at present unable to say. The surcharge is

16 mm. in length. The initial letter is 5 and the smaller ones

3 mm. in height.

Finland.—A new value has been issued, similar as regards

design, paper, and perforation to the others of the current series.

Adhesive. 10 Pennia, brown.

German Empire.—M. Moens informs us that the Postal

Union Card, 10 pfen., carmine on buff, is now issued with the

inscription in somewhat thicker and larger type. The word "Alle-

magne " only is thinner and longer, and the third line for address

is now preceded by the word "in."

Greece.—The Timbre Poste says that the 20 lepta adhesive has,

owing to its being extensively forged, been withdrawn from circu-

lation. The Post-office authorities at Athens, in a circular which
points out the differences between the forged stamp and the

genuine one, say that the forgery still has the numeral of value on
the back, which in the genuine stamp has been suppressed for a

year.

Grenada.—A correspondent sends us the current provisional

Half Penny, with only half of the latter word printed upon it.

Guatemala.—In addition to the three provisionals which we
described last month, we have since seen a fourth, viz. :

Provisional. 20 centavos, surcharged in black on the 2 reals, carmine, of 1878.

Hayti.—The Wiener Briefmarken Zeitung states that there is

another value besides those which we described in August, namely

:

10 centimes, orange.

Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us what we presume to

be a provisional card for this Republic. It has two lines of in-

scription : 1st, "carte postale;" 2nd, "Ce cote est reserve" ex-

clusivement a l'adresse," with an ornamental line between the two
inscriptions. Lower down are three dotted lines for address, the

first preceded by "m." In the right upper corner is a small rect-

angle with fancy frame for the stamp. The specimen before us has

the 1 cent, adhesive stamp in the rectangle, and the 2 cent, stamp
in left upper corner.

Without expressed value, red, on white card.

Size, 120 x 76 mm., or 4| x 3 inches.
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India.—Our illustration represents the

stamp on the envelope described by us in

August.

Liberia.—The Postal Union card has made
its appearance. It has three lines of inscrip-

tion : 1st, "UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
;

"

2nd, " Liberia ; " 3rd, " the address only,"

&c. The stamp in the right upper corner has

a setting sun, bud, trees, &c, in oval, with

"postage" above, "3 cents" below, "republic" to left, and
" Liberia " to right. The whole is enclosed within a neat border.

Reverse plain.

3 cents, blue and red (shades), on straw.

Size, 128 x 90 mm., or 5ts x ^i inches.

Size of frame, 125 x 83 mm., or 4^- x 3| inches.

Malay Peninsula.—We have to thank Mr. William Clifford

for the sight of a current 2 cents Straits Settlements surcharged

moNo
1 hi black block letters 3 mm. in height. The word Sungei

is 12, and Ujong, which is more spaced, 13 mm. long. Mr. Clif-

ford says: "You may rely upon the following information as being

correct. The current 2 cents Straits Settlements adhesives in use

are surcharged 'perak— selinger' and 'sungei ujong.' They
are used in the native states of the Malay Peninsula where there

are British residents. These stamps are only used on letters pass-

ing from one to another of these states, or on letters addressed to

the Straits Settlements colony. Formerly the stamps used in these

native states were surcharged with a star and crescent, and with

the letters p , s or s u. respectively. Some years ago some
of the 2 cents stamps were issued to the Maharajah of Jahore,

whose dominions are adjacent to Singapore ; but these only bore a

star and crescent. The word Perak means silver, and Sungei
Ujong is the Malay for river-end."

Madeira.—Mr. Campbell informs us that he has the 10 x 10
reis Portugal card surcharged in the usual way for use in this

colony. On these cards the word direcgdo, on the first half, is spelt

in error direegdo.

New Granada.—Messrs. Whitfield,

King, and Co. have sent us a Registra-

tion envelope now in use in this Con-

federation. It is an ordinary square-

shaped envelope of blue wove paper,

linen-lined, with a ruled space in the

upper right corner for the adhesive.

Above is the inscription, in two lines

—

" Esta carta debe entre-garse a un em-

pleado de la Oficina de correos—para

que se registre y se obtenga un recibo por

ella." Near the centre of the envelope

is a label, resembling that upon our own registration envelopes, in-
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scribed " recomendada." The envelope before us measures 145 x

110 mm. Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. thus describe the way
in which it is used :

" The closed letter to be registered is put

inside this envelope together with a form of receipt to be signed

by the receiver. The registration fee appears to be paid in cash,

or is represented by the envelope, as only the ordinary letter rate

of postage is represented by the stamp, a 5 centavos. There is a 5

centavos stamp on the ' return receipt,' but that is an extra charge

beyond the registration."

We are indebted to the same firm for the first

sight of a new adhesive. The design comprises

a representation of a head of Liberty, in profile,

to right on ground of horizontal lines. Liberty

has a pearled bandeau upon her head inscribed

"libertad," and her chevelure is of sufficient

abundance to make the lady depicted on the

bottles of Mrs. Allen's Hair Restorer pale with ,

envy. The effigy is framed in an oval inscribed—" ee. ud. de
Colombia— correos nacionales," in white letters on coloured

ground, the two inscriptions being separated by circular ornaments.

Below the oval is " cinco centavos " in black block letters. Circles

at the four angles contain the numeral 5, and the spandrels and
rest of the stamp are without ornament.

Adhesive. 5 centavos, black on lavender. Shape, upright rectangular;

imperf.

Our illustrations represent the Registration stamp and the 20

centavos, black, described by us last month.

Paraguay.—No doubt many of our readers were puzzled by the

second paragraph purporting to refer to the stamps of the Orange

Free State in our last number. That paragraph was intended to

apply to Paraguay, but the heading was unfortunately left out. In

addition to the two provisional stamps which we referred to last

month M. Moens has seen two others, and we now give an amended
list of the whole four. M. Moens says that other stamps will soon

make their appearance to replace them.

Provisionals. 10 centavos, changed in colour to green.

1 „ )

2 „ ! numerals surcharged in black on the 10 cs. yrt < n.

4 „ )

Since writing the above we have received specimens of the new
stamps. They as nearly as possible reproduce the designs of the

original Leal issue of 1870. The execution is much coarser,

especially in the horizontal lines of the background. The lion is

more pooilley than ever, and seems even more unaccountably

desirous of calling attention to a still more " shocking bad hat

"

than his predecessor. The following are the chief differences

between the stamps of the two issues. In the 1 centavo the

arabescpues surrounding the central circle and the word centavo,

with a small five-rayed star before and after it, which occupies the
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lower curve of the circle in place of the old inscription—" UN real."

In the 2 centavos the ornamental labels in the four corners are

rather different, and contain each a fancy numeral j§ instead of the

word " dos." The lower part of the central oval has the word
" centavos," with stars, as in the preceding value. In the 4 centa-

vos the numeral 4 replaces the 3? which used to figure in four

corner circles of the 3 reales, black, and the ornaments above and
below the circles are slightly altered. The word " centavos " and
stars occupy the lower part of the central lozenge. Coloured

lithographic impression on stoutish white wove paper, unwater-

marked.
Adhesives. 1 centavo, blue i

2 ,, scarlet vermilion > perf. 12.

4 j, chocolate
)

Peru has issued a post card, the particulars of which we are not

able to give this month.

Persia.—We have to thank Messrs. Buhl and Co. for the first

sight of a new adhesive for the use of the Post-office Department.

In the centre, on an orange-coloured circle, are the arms—lion with

sword, with posthorns beneath, embossed in white. This circle is

enframed by another, containing Persian inscriptions, which in

turn is enframed by one inscribed " service des postes pbrsanes "

above, in coloured block letters, and " franco " below, in coloured

Eoman capitals, the two parts of the inscription being separated

by floriate ornaments. In the spandrels are oblique ornamental

labels, those above being inscribed " cinq" on the left, and " shahi"
on the right side. The lower labels contain what is probably the

Persian equivalent. The numeral 5, in white upon vertical-lined

ground, is just beneath the word "franco." An Etruscan border

completes the design. Shape upright rectangular. Size, 29 x 23 mm.

Service Adhesive. 5 Shahi, orange and blue on white wove paper.

Per/. 11\.

Portugal.—There is an error to be met with on some specimens

of the 15 reis, brown, card, issue 1878, in which the words "da
porta " are misspelt " de porta."

Portuguese Indies.—To the list of the provisionals must now
be added

1£ reals, surcharged in black on
6

6

1

1

2
4

,, ,, ,, 20 ,, bistre I

„ ,, 100 ,, lilac / o
Queensland.—Mr. William Clifford sends us the Two Shillings

oblong Stamp Duty Fiscal used as a postage stamp. It is post-

marked "Bowen, July 21st, 1881."

Provisional. 2s., blue, oblong fiscal.

5 reis black
25

? j
lilac

40
? j

ochre

50 >> blue
50 js green

100
j >

lilac

200 orange
20

j j
bistre

100 )! lilac
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stamp

We have seen a One Penny postage stamp, of the new type,

printed in the colour of the Four Pence. A correspondent informs

us that he has a strip of five stamps, one being a penny and the

others four-penny values. It seems, therefore, that the Id., yellow,

is a genuine error. Specimens of the current One Penny have

lately reached us of a downright chocolate-brown.

Russia.—The Timbre Paste announces the approaching emission

of postage stamps of the values of 35 and 70 kopecks, which will

be of a larger size than the stamps now in use. The 30 kopecks

stamp has lor some time been obsolete, and when the 7 kopeck
stamp was issued those of 10 and 20 kopecks were also withdrawn
from issue. Thus the highest value now sold to the public is the

7 kopeck. Besides the inconvenience of plastering a heavy letter

with 7 kopeck stamps, it has been discovered that fraud was prac-

tised. The sender of a letter may put on the stamps so that they

overlap one another, providing that two-thirds of each stamp is

visible. It has been found out that the remaining one-third of the

stamp, which, being covered by the next one, escaped obliteration,

was used again patched up with other unobliterated pieces. Hence
the resolve to issue the new high values.

The annexed cut represents the Eural
Tichvin, province of Novgorod. It is

printed in black on stout coloured paper.

5 kopecks, bright rose.

In June we copied M. Moens' announce-
ment that the Russian Post-office authorities

were charging 20 kopecks for the 20 kopeck
envelopes surcharged 7 kopecks. One of

the authorities has written to M. Moens
explaining the reason of this apparent

anomaly. It was only intended to surcharge

the 8 and 10 kopeck envelopes, but 2000 of the 20 kopeck value
were thus treated by mistake. They were never issued to the
public, and it was intended to cancel them ; but certain collectors

having expressed a wish to obtain specimens, a certain number were
sold to them at the old price of 20i kopecks each.

St. Lucia has signalised her entrance into the Postal Union by
adding two values to her series of stamps, and taking back into use
the Fourpence, blue, which for some years had been obsolete. The
new stamps are of the same type as heretofore, but have the values
surcharged upon them in black block letters and numerals, thus :

halfpenny and 2£ pence. The letters are 3 mm. high, and the
surcharges occupy a space of 15 mm. Why these stamps should
be surcharged we cannot say, seeing that none of the other stamps
of the series bears a face value, and these are distinct as regards
colour. Perhaps when the public of St. Lucia becomes accustomed
to the colours, the surcharge will be discontinued. In the mean-
time, as they have evidently been carefully printed in England, we
are not disposed to regard these stamps as provisionals.
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We have also received the Postal Union card, which closely re-

sembles its West Indian brethren. It has four lines of inscription :

1st. " UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE ;" 2nd. " ST. LUCIA " (s
TK

- LUCIE)
j

3rd. " post card "—the two words separated by the royal arms
;

and 4th. " the address only, &c." The stamp in the right upper

angle is identical in design with that on the Antigua, Nevis, and
other cards, save for St. Lucia in the upper label. Eeverse side plain.

Adhesives. id., black and dark green. ) Tr7 , , „ im
2|d., „ and scarlet-vermilion. I

Wmh
>
cc

'
md ™wn,perf. 13.

Post Card. l£d., brown, on liglit buff card. Size, 122 x 87 mm., or 4f x

3f inches.

St. Vincent, proud, apparently, of her provisional One Penny,
which has eluded the grasp of so many collectors, has provided

herself with a Halfpenny makeshift, which is as like it as possi-

ble. The current Sixpenny stamp has been perforated down the

centre, and each half surcharged i in red. We have only, as yet,

seen a single specimen, but there may be almost as many varieties

as there are stamps to the sheet.

Provisional, ^d., surcharged in red on half of 6d. green issue, 1880.

Shanghai.—We have seen the current 20 cash, lilac, perforated

11£ instead of 14£.

Spain.—A correspondent has called our attention to a variety

in the 1 peseta of 1876. The commoner variety has the numeral

1 in the blocks at the lower angles considerably thicker than are

those in the other, whilst the letters forming the word Peseta are

thinner. There are some other minute points of difference ; for

instance, the ornament which breaks the line of pearls at the

bottom of the uval appears to be more shaded in the commoner
variety than in the other, which is also invariably of a paler shade
of blue.

We have seen a forged copy of the current 25 centinos, lilac,

which has passed through the post. We call the attention of the

Spanish authorities to the fact.

South Australia.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. have
sent us the current Two Pence of this colony surcharged in black

with the numeral 3 for use as a three penny value. Our specimen
is postmarked "Adelaide, 25th August, 1881."

Provisional. 3d., surcharged in black on 2d., orange.

The Twopence now seems to be changed in colour to brown.

TobagO.—The annexed cut represents the

stamp of the Tobago post card, which we de-

scribed in August.

Transvaal.—It seems that the information

which we gave in July, on the authority of a

person who had just returned from the Transvaal,

respecting a new issue of Boer stamps, is bad.

The Postmaster-General writes us under date of Pretoria, 12th
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August, that no change has heen made in the postage stamps
;

and he sends us a supply of the Queen's head issue without
surcharge of any kind.

Turk's Islands.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us the

Registration Envelope used in these islands. The inscription, in

two lines, runs—" This Letter must he given to an Officer of the

Post Office—to he Registered and a Receipt obtained for it."

Below is the word " registered " in the usual frame. Rectangular

ruled space for adhesive. No stamp on flap. The conventional

string marks and inscriptions are in pale blue. Linen-lined, plain

flap, scalloped seams. The envelope before us measures 154 x

97 mm.
From Mr. William Clifford we have received another variety of

provisional adhesive. It is the One Penny surcharged 4. This
surcharging of a higher upon a lower value is against all the rules.

Provisional, id., surcharged in black on the current Id., red.

Referring to the Postal Card which we described last month (the

stamp on which we now illustrate), we should like to call attention

to a very curious and, so far as we know,
singular blunder which the makers, Messrs. De
La Rue and Co., have committed in its prepara-

tion. It is still more remarkable that M. Moens,
who exposed the mistake in the Timbre Poste

(No. 225, page 89), has fallen into error on
his own account. The hitch has occurred in

giving the French equivalent for Turk's Islands.

Messrs. De La Rue and Co. render it " turks islands " (lies de

Turc). M. Moens says it should be lies Turques. Both versions

are wrong. In the first place we must eliminate all notions of

Turks, Turkey, or any connection with the dominions of the

Sultan. These islands were named after Admiral (?) Turk.

Hence Messrs. De La Rue's legend is faulty in omitting the

apostrophe before the s, and ludicrous in the attempt to Gallicise

an English proper name and coin a fancied equivalent, which coidd

only have entered the brain of the inventor on a floating idea that

the name in some way referred to the Ottoman Empire. M. Moens
is still more decided. He adopts, in excellent French, the phrase

Turkish Isles, and -leaves no ambiguity or room for doubt. The
truth is that the word Turk being a proper name cannot be
altered; it must remain as written, only the word Islands being

susceptible of translation into another language. We cannot

recall anything similar to this mistake of Messrs. De La Rue's in

the whole history of stamp-issuing countries, and we are not a

little curious to know what steps the Crown Agents for the

colonies and the authorities of Turk's Islands will take to rectify

it—whether the issue will be suppressed or allowed to remain in

use. Our friends will do well to secure specimens of the faulty

card for their collections without delay.
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Uruguay.—We have received a new value for this Republic.

The portrait is that of President Joaquin Suarez, a three-quarter

face, to right, enframed in an oval with Greek ornament. In the

four corners are double-lined circles of colour, containing the

numeral of value in white. On the right-hand side is " rep. o.

del," and on the left is "Uruguay " in fancy capitals. Above and
below the word "cent8." A double-lined border completes the

design, which, like the execution, is hideous.

Adhesive. 7 centavos, blue, lithographed on white wove paper
; pcrf. 13.

United States.—We hear that a new 5 cents stamp is to be
issued bearing the portrait of the late President Garfield.

Victoria.—We have received the One Penny adhesive, current

design, changed in colour to black, a change with which we do
not believe the authorities have had anything to do.

THE POST CARDS OF HOLLAND,
BY "A POST CARD COLLECTOR:''

REPLY PAID.
2| c. + 2J c. With frame.

May, 1872.

Small-sized card, 122x80 mm.; folded at left. Inscriptions on first and
third pages. At top, "Briefkaartj" beneath, between parentheses, "(Ant-
woord Bctaald)" on original, and "(Vooruitbetaald Antwoord)" on reply

card. Four dotted lines for address, the first preceded by "Aan," and the

fourth by "te." In right-hand upper comer, stamp (type of the centre part

of the 24 c. stamp of December, 1870). All within a frame of Greek pattern

(108 x 74 mm.). Reddish lilac imp. on buff.

2| c. + 2J a, reddish lilac.

Without frame.

1878.

Small-sized plain card, 122 x 88 m. ; folded at top, and inscriptions on first

and fourth pages. At top, coat of arms (second type) ; in centre, "Brief-

kaart;" and beneath, in parenthesis, "(Antwoord Betaald)" on original, and
"(Vooruitbetaald Antwoord)" on reply card. To right, stamp (type 1876).

Four dotted lines for address, the first preceded by "aan," and the third by
"te." Lilac imp. on buff.

„, . a , 1-1 (on straw.
2h c. + 2* c, lilac { 1 1 «2 - ' (on deep butt.

1879 or 1880 (?).

Same as 1878 issue. Folded at top, but inscriptions on first and third pages.

2J c. + 2^ c. , lilac, on straw.

1881.

Large-sized card, 138x92 mm. At top, in centre, " Briefkaart," and be-

neath, in parenthesis, " (Met betaald Antwoord) " on original, and " (Betaald

Antwoord)" on reply card. To right, stamp (type 1876), and coat of arms
(second type) to left. Two dotted lines for address, the first preceded by
"Aan." The cards are folded at the top, and the inscriptions are on the first

and third images. The back of the original, and the front of the reply card,

are paler than their reverse sides ; in fact they are greyish white.

2£ c. +2£ c, mauve (shades), on salmon-pink tinted card.
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5 c. + 5 c. With frame.
December, 1873.

Small-sized card, 122 x 88 mm.; folded at left, and inscriptions on first and
third pages. At top, " bkiefkaart ; " beneath, in parenthesis, " (Antwoord
Betaald) " on original, and " (Vooruitbetaald Antwoord) " on reply card. In
right-hand upper corner, stamp (type July, 1872). Four dotted lines for

address. All within frame of Greek pattern (108 x 74 mm. ). Blue imp. on butt'.

5 c +5 c blue \
on straw 'DC + &C, blue

| on light buff
.

Variety A. 27 mm. between first and fourth lines.

,, B. 24 mm. ,, ,,

187- (?).

Same as above, but inscriptions on first and fourth pages.

5 c. + 5 c. , blue, on buff.

Variety B. 24 mm. between first and fourth lines.

Without frame.
1878.

Small-sized card, 120 x 88 mm. ; folded at top, and inscriptions on first and
third pages. At top, to left, coat of arms (second type) ; in centre, " Brief-

kaart
;

" and beneath, in parenthesis, " (Antwoord Betaald) " on original, and
" (Vooruitbetaald Antwoord) " on reply card. To right, stamp (type 1872).

Four dotted lines for address. Blue imp. on buff.

5 c +5 c blue I
on straw'

187- (?).

Same as above, but inscriptions on first and fourth pages.

5 c. +5 c, blue, on butf.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SPAIN.
By SENOR ANTONIO FERNANDEZ DVRO.

A Review by Captain E. B. Evans, R.A.

Part III.

I omitted to mention in my last paper that Senor Dure describes the issue

of 1860-1 as being on white paper. This must be an error ; for the paper of

all the values is strongly tinted quite through, as much so indeed as that of

some of the values of the 1862 issue, which oiu- author describes as being on
coloured paper.

In June, 1862, forgeries of the 4 cuartos of 1860 were discovered, and
consequently that value of the issue of 1862 was brought into use on July
16th. The remaining values of the 1862 issue followed on August 1st, the
usual period being allowed in each case for the exchange of the superseded
stamps for corresponding values in the new issue ; but the former one ceased
to be available for use on the appearance of the latter.

The 4 cuartos being the value most used, was naturally a favourite with
the forgers. In December, 1862, imitations of this stamp of the new issue

appeared, and their description is given as follows : 1. The imitations are
half a millimetre narrower than the genuine. 2. In the forgery Her Majesty's
features are larger (? coarser), and in particular the bridge of the nose is

much higher than in the genuine. 3. In the genuine the first two pearls of

the diadem stand out beyond the outline of the top of the head ; in the
forgery only one pearl does so. 4. In the genuine the lion in the upper right-

hand corner holds his head erect, and almost thrown back, and the three points

of the crown which he wears may be clearly distinguished ; whilst in the
forgery the lion's head is inclined forwards, and the crown (the points of which
are invisible) hangs down over his eyes. 5. In the genuine Her Majesty's
hair is wavy, whereas in the forgery the lines are almost straight. 6. The
figure 4 is much closer to the c of cuartos in the forgery than in the genuine.
On January 1st, 1864, the 4 cuartos of the issue bearing the date of that



THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SPAIN. 173

year replaced the corresponding stamp of the issue of 1862. It does not
appear from the documents quoted by Senor Duro what was the reason for

the issue of this value again in advance of its companions
; probably some

more forgeries had been discovered, but it is not so stated.

On March 1st the rest of the series of 1864 came into use, and the whole
of the 1862 issue was suppressed.

In 1864 various ordinances were published relating to the use of postage
stamps for the payment of the charges for telegrams, and in the first of these
it was prescribed that the stamps used for this purpose should be obliterated

by punching a hole in them. Apparently postage stamps were not very
frequently employed for telegraphic purposes in those days, or else the stamps
thus used did not find their way into the hands of collectors ; for I do not
recollect having met with any specimens of earlier issues than that of 1870
obliterated in this manner.
A Circular, dated November 19th, 1864, describes some forgeries of the

4 cuartos of that year which had been discovered. The following points of

difference between the imitation and the original are given : 1. There are 18
lines of shading on Her Majesty's neck in the genuine, and only 12 in the
forgery. 2. The nose of the portrait is much straighter in the forgery, and
therefore has a greater slope. 3. In the genuine the outline of the upper
lip is shown ; in the forgery this is either deficient altogether, or is im-
perceptible.

Senor Duro informs us that in 1864 an essay of perforation was made on
some of the 4 cuartos stamps of 1862 with a machine obtained from Messrs.
Susse, of Paris. The stamps being obsolete at the time that this trial was
made, none of them, of course, were ever issued for use, and I am not aware
that any of these essays are known to collectors.

On January 1st, 1865, the series of that year came into use, and on the
8th of the same month the stamps of 1864 ceased to be available for postage.

Senor Duro states most distinctly that all the values of the 1865 series were
issued imperforated to commence with ; that after a short time the 4 cuartos
stamps were perforated, and that later on—April 11th, 1865—that improve-
ment was applied to the rest of the series. That this statement is partly
correct there can be no doubt. The Circular of April 11th announces that
the 2, 12, and 19 cuartos, 1 and 2 reales, stamps will in future be issued per-
forated, in the same manner as the 4 cuartos has been already. The question
is, whether the 4 cuartos was ever issued imperforated. The Catalogue of

the Philatelic Society states that it is not known in that state, and concludes
therefore that this value was not issued at all imtil April, Avhen the other
values were perforated— a conclusion which we see to be wrong, as it is

plainly stated that the 4 cuartos was perforated before the other values were.
The probability is that Sehor Duro is in error in saying that this stamp was
issued imperforate, and I may add that there is nothing in the documents
which he quotes to confirm that statement.

No forgeries were discovered during the circulation of this issue.

On January 1st, 1866, a fresh issue took place, as usual.

On August 1st, 1866, the use of the stamps for official correspondence was
discontinued, the officials who had formerly used these stamps being ordered
to write the weight on their letters or packets in future.

On this last-named date also a 20 centimos stamp of a new design (or

rather of an old one resuscitated) was issued, in consequence, Senor Duro
informs us, of its predecessor having been forged. This fact is not mentioned
in any of the official circulars ; but it is very probable that this was the reason
for the change of design.

It may also be noted that in the issue of 1866 the denomination of the
values hitherto expressed in reales was changed to centimos. Our author
tells us that the values expressed in cuartos remained unaltered, because they
could not be reduced to the new denomination.
On January 1st, 1867, another fresh series was issued, consisting of the

same values as the last ; viz., 2, 4, 12, and 19 cuartos, and 10 and 20 centimos
de escudo. I mention these because some of the values were superseded in
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the course of the year, and there ensued a mixture of centimos, milesimas,

and cuartos, which is at first sight rather puzzling.

Up to 1866 the two denominations employed had been the cuarto and the

real, the latter (about 2|d. English) being equivalent to 8| of the former.

The 2 cuartos stamp (rather more than ^d.) was for local correspondence, the

4 cuartos for use throughout the mother-country and the adjacent islands
;

so that we see that, although the rate for the whole country was rather higher

than that in England, the Spaniards had the advantage of a lower rate for

local letters, which we have not obtained yet. The higher values were for

foreign postage and for registration.

It would appear that in 1864 the decimal system, both of coinage and of

weights and measures, was introduced, and the escudo (2s. Id. ) became the

monetary unit. This being equivalent to 10 reafes, it was a simple matter to

express these in centimos or hundredth parts of an escudo, and accordingly

this alteration in the denomination of the stamps was made in 1866.

The cuarto still remained a difficulty, and in 1867 it was considered advis-

able to revise the postal tariff, hi order, so far as possible, to get rid of this

troublesome value. This was done by an ordinance dated May 15th, 1867,
in accordance with which the 4 cuartos, being very nearly half a real, became
50 milesimas (or thousandths), equivalent to 5 centimos de escudo, and the

2 cuartos in like manner became 25 milesimas. The 12 and 19 cuartos were
retained, the foreign rates for which they had been issued remaining un-
changed. The whole of the new tariff for Spain and the Spanish colonies

was expressed in milesimas, but the two higher values remained for a time
expressed in centimos, it being, of course, understood that a centimo was
equivalent to 10 milesimas.
At the same time an alteration was made in the method of prepaying the

postage on newspapers and books. Under the former system these were
charged at so much per arroba (about 25|- lbs.). In the case of newspapers
and periodicals prepayment was denoted by an impressed stamp, which will

be found described under section 6 of part i. of Senor Duro's book ; in the

case of books it was made by means of ordinary postage stamps.

Under the new system newspapers and periodicals still required the im-
pressed stamp, as the rate was 4 mils, for a paper of four pages or less, or 3
escudos per 10 kilogrammes of weight ; but for other printed matter the rates

were 10, 20, or 30 mils, per 20 grammes, according to the nature or absence
of binding, and this was to be prepaid by means of stamps.

These alterations came into force on July 1st, 1867, on which date the 2

and 4 cuartos stamps were suppressed, and stamps of 25 and 50 mils, for

letters, and 10 mils, for printed matter, were issued.
• In consequence of complaints made by publishers, &c, that the new rates

for printed matter (other than newspapers, &c.) were higher practically than
the previous ones, an ordinance dated September 7th, 1867, reduced them by
one-half ; viz., for unbound books to 5 mils, per 20 grammes, and for bound
books to 15 mils, for the same weight. This new tariff commenced on No-
vember 1st, 1867, and on the same date the 5 mils, stamps were issued.

Senor Duro states that the colour of the 19 cuartos was not changed from
rose to brown until nearly the end of 1869 ; but this must be an error. This
alteration was mentioned in the Stamp Collectors' Magazine for January,
1869, and the information was taken from Le Timbre. Poste (probably for

December, 1868) ; so that the change must have taken place at least as early

as November, 1868. The Catalogue of the Philatelic Society gives the date

"March, 1868" to the 19 cuartos, brown; but I think 1868 here must be a

misprint for 1869, as this stamp is associated with others to which most of

the authorities assign the date 1869, and this is the date given to them by
Senor Duro.
A Circular dated June 13th, 1868, announces the discovery of some forged

10 centimos stamps, of which the following description is given : 1. In the

portrait of Her Majesty, the central fleur-de-lys of the coronet is larger in

the forgery than in the genuine ; on the band of the coronet in the genuine
there are five pearls, in the forgery these are replaced by a variegated pattern

;
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on the side of the forehead there are five lines of shading in the genuine, and
only three in the forgery ; the eye is larger in the forgery, and the pupil is

not shown as it is in the genuine ; the hair is less wavy in the forgery than
in the genuine ; on the side of the neck, towards the back, there are five

short lines of shading in the genuine, and only four in the forgery. 2. The
oval containing the lettering is smaller in the forgery, and so are the crosses

at the sides. 3. The Greek pattern in the spandrels is coarser in the forgery

;

the perforation also is uneven, and there is one hole more in the longer side

of the stamp, and the colour of the impression is duller than that of the

genuine.

A Circidar of August 20th, 1868, gave permission for the use of the 5 and
10 mils, stamps on letters, notwithstanding the inscription Impresos (printed

matter) which they bore.

On January 1st, 1869, the following stamps were issued : 25 mils., blue ;

50 mils., violet ; 100 mils., brown ; and 200 mils., green ; the two last-named
values superseding the 10 and 20 centimos of 1S67. The Catalogues are

somewhat contradictory on the subject of the date of issue of these stamps ;

that of the Philatelic Society gives January, 186S (? 1869), for the 25 mils.,

and March of the same year for the other three values ; while M. Moens
gives August, 1869, for all four. This is evidently incorrect ; for they are

described in the Stamp Collectors' Magazine for February, 1869.

The first official document quoted by Sehor Duro concerning them is a
Circular of January 29th, 1869, explaining that the new stamps are to be
used in conjunction with the 5 and 10 mils, and the 12 and 19 cuartos pre-

viously in circulation. In this Circular, however, mention is made of a
document dated December 12th, 186S, authorising the issue of the new stamps,
which no doubt took place, as Senor Duro tells us, on January 1st.

A Circular of September 4th, 1869, announced the discovery of forgeries

of the 12 cuartos, and gave the following points of difference between them
and the genuine : 1. The four ornaments hi the corners are further from the
outer line of the oval in the forgery ; the two outer lines of the oval band
are broader in the upper part, containing " Correos de Espaha ;" the "o" of
" Correos" is further from the " C," and nearer the " r; " the two "a's" of

"Espaha" are narrower; the "u of "Cuartos" is crooked, and the "r"
and " s " of the same word are smaller in the forgery than in the genuine.
2. The lines of the ground of the oval containing the head are coarser in the
forgery. 3. The forehead of the portrait is much more arched, showing quite

a different outline ; and the whole head is broader, from the point of the nose
to the back of the chignon. 4. The shading of the neck shows four short
lines instead of five. 5. The perforation of the forgeries is apparently
pricked separately on the different sides, and the holes on the opposite sides

do not correspond with one another, as they do in the genuine. (1 think this

is the meaning of the fifth point of difference.

)

This concludes the stamps issued under Queen Isabella, or bearing her
portrait. The various surcharges of " Habilitado por la Nation " will be
considered in my next paper.

The various issues of 1867, 1868, and 1869 being somewhat complicated,

I think the following list may be useful

:

January 1st, 1867.—2 cuartos, brown ; 4 c, blue ; 12 c, orange ; 19 c,
rose ; 10 cent, de escudo, green ; 20 c. de e. , violet.

July 1st, 1867.—10 mils, de escudo, brown ; 25 mils., blue and rose

;

50 mils., pale brown. (The first for printed matter, the two latter to replace
the 2 and 4 cuartos.)

November 1st, 1867.—5 mils., green. (In consequence of the reduction
of the tariff.

)

November (?), 1S68.—19 cuartos, brown. (Change of colour only.)

January 1st, 1869.—25 mils., blue ; 50 mils., violet ; 100 mils., brown;
200 mils., green. (The first two to replace the same values of July, 1867 ;

the two latter to replace the corresponding values, 10 and 20 centimos, of

January, 1867.)

(To' be continued.)
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NOTES ON PIGMENTS,

By " CEEMICUS."

PRINTING INKS.

Having described the various pigments which are used for making printing

inks, I will now briefly describe how the ink is made from them. There are

two kinds of printing ink—lithographic and letterpress. We will take the

latter first, as it is by far the most important. Printing ink, whether it be
black or coloured, is simply a peculiar kind of varnish ground with a pigment.

This varnish is made by boiling linseed oil, and then setting fire to it, and
allowing it to burn for a short time. By this process a peculiar viscid sub-

stance is obtained, which is known as printer's varnish. In making the ink,

the chosen pigment is ground very fine on a stone slab, with a muller when
small quantities are required, or between rollers or stones driven by power
when large quantities are wanted. This process requires great care to ensure

that the pigment is ground fine enough ; for any large particles which may
be left in tend to render the ink when made very uneven in tint, and the

printed work to have a gritty, streaky appearance. When the pigment has

been ground fine enough it is mixed with the varnish, and the two are again

ground until both are intimately mixed, and an even coloured ink is the

result. Sometimes the varnish is made by the admixture of boiled linseed

oil and rosin.

Colour printing is not all plain sailing. Some pigments, such as vermilion

and red-lead, which are heavy, have a tendency to gradually leave the

varnish, and settle in the lines and spaces of the work, making the work
appear blotchy. Some pigments again act on the copper of electro-types,

causing changes in colour and tone ; others, such as emerald-green, cannot
be used mixed with varnish, but require the varnish to be printed first, the

colours being dusted on afterwards.

Tints or shades are obtained either by using extra varnish, or by the

addition of a white pigment. Tint inks are those which are chiefly used in

printing stamps, as their colour is acted on more readily by chemicals than
full coloured inks.

Composite colours, such as greens, purples, and greys, are best made by
mixing two or more pigments together ; thus yellow and blue yield greens

;

red and blue, purples ; red and yellow, orange ; red, yellow, and blue,

various shades of browns, &c. The number of shades that can thus be
obtained may be multiplied ad infinitum, and it is with such composite inks

that stamps and documents of importance and value are printed. In
lithography a writing and a printing ink are used, both of which differ from
the ink just described. The writing ink is composed of shellac, soap, white
wax, and tallow, mixed with gum sandarac, and coloured black with lamp
black. The printing ink is made from tallow, wax, soap, and other in-

gredients, and coloured with a pigment.
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<£ovrespotttance-

THE ORANGE FREE STATE PROVISIONALS.

To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Dear Sir,—I have received a complete sheet of 120 surcharged Oranges.
If you have not seen one already, a notice of the types and situations of the
several varieties may interest some of the readers of the Record.
The first stamp of the left half sheet, or pane, has the upright of the

numeral very thick, with horizontal printed top-piece. The second and
fourth of the same row are similar, but not so thick. The three others have
inclined tops ; the last has a much thinner stem than any. The first stamp
of the second row has an indescribable top, unlike any other in the whole
sheet, except the second in the last row on the same side ; but they are not
identical nevertheless. The remaining stamps in the second row are identical

with the second on the top row, except the second, which is thinner than the
others. The first stamp of the third row is thick, with horizontal top ; the
second rather thinner ; the others become gradually thinner still, and have
penthouse top. The fourth and fifth rows commence with thick stamps as

before, all the rest having sloping tops, and decreasing in corpulence. The
sixth row is like the preceding, but the fourth stamp has a horizontal top.

The seventh row gives horizontal tops to the fourth and fifth stamps. The
eighth, ninth, and tenth rows have nearly the same impressions, horizontal
tops, with the exception previously alluded to, varying only in the thickness
of the upright. The right half sheet, or pane, commences with a penthouse
top, the others being similar, except in the more or less thinness of the
uprights. The second row starts with the normal thick numeral of the other
half sheet, which same is repeated on the third stamp. The second stamp
has the sloping top, as have also the last three, but they are thinner, and
not taller than the d. The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth rows give also short
numerals, and show their tops inclined, except the second and third of the
third row, the last of the fourth, the second of the fifth, and the fifth of the
sixth. The seventh row has the first and last stamps with straight, the
others with bent tops. The eighth and two remaining ranks show all the
numerals with horizontal tops, varying only in a very slight degree.

I have also two varieties of stamps like none on the whole sheet which I

have just described. They come presumably from extinct sheets, and have
the surcharge considerably smaller, whilst the cancelling band is not black
enough to hide the original value.

Yours faithfully, C. W. Viner.

PRUSSIAN ENVELOPES WITH OCTAGONAL STAMPS.

Dear Sir,—We have all deplored the fact that so many old envelopes have,
with painstaking, though mistaken, accuracy, been cut close round the
embossment, and are left literally with but a remnant of their former great-

ness, and we have rightly ascribed much of this mutilation to the outlined

spaces for their reception in the old albums. As regards the Prussian
octagonal envelopes, I must however exonerate Messrs. Lallier and Co. Of
these I have never yet secured, or indeed seen, a copy cut square, except the
threadless reprints, and I have discovered the principal reason for this while
on a recent Continental ramble. My informant, who is a good authority on
envelopes, tells me that the octagonals of 4, 5, 6, and 7 silber groschen were

33**
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but very little used, for various reasons, mainly of course on account of their

high values. The Prussian postal authorities, who we know are adepts at

utilizing old stock, finding they had a considerable number on hand, bit upon
the device of using them as adhesives by cutting them out octagonally, and
supplying them to the public for the franking of registered letters and heavy
packages. They were thus issued during a considerable period, and I believe

were far more so used than as entire envelopes, which will account for the
great scarcity of the latter, both here and in Germany. I enclose for your
inspection copies of all values cut out octagonally and postmarked on letters.

Yours faithfully, M. P. Castle.

[Our correspondent sends us specimens of all the octagonal values, as well as

of the 2 silber groschen oval, used on letters in combination with adhesives

of the issues of 1858 and 1S61-G5.—Ed.]

BUTCH OFFICIAL POST CARDS.

Dear Sir,—I have read, and am quite in accord with, what was said on
page 1(50 of last month's Record respecting the collectability of Dutch
official cards. The mayors of all towns and villages in the Netherlands are

empowered to transmit questions and information to their colleagues through
the medium of the post free of postage. The cards used will not pass free

unless they bear the signature of the person who is entitled to use them on
one of the corners. Thus it is not the card, but the signature which franks

the written communication. The officials referred to may also send letters

free of charge, on the condition that they refer only to official business.

Any mayor with a printing-press at his command might print cards in all the
colours of the rainbow ; then he might introduce varieties in the numbers of

lines for address, and, in short, so ring the changes that no collector could
keep pace with his vagaries. This is why, in my opinion, these cards should
have no place hi a serious collection of post cards. Those who collect in the
mere spirit of accumulation can get any number of designs printed fur them
and passed through the post, if only they are willing to pay letter rates for

their transmission. Yours truly,

Dr. J. C. N. Van Eys.

Utrecht, 30th September, 1881.

liotes autr €tueries.

The Editor of The Philatelic Record has returned to town, and will Tie

glad to hear from contributors and correspondents wdio are in the habit

of communicating with him directly.

T. R.—As certain great men are reported to have protested against

the word impossible, so we suppose ai'dent philatelists are loth to

regard any stamp as being unattainable. We cannot, however, hold out

to you much hope of your falling in with the stamp you refer to. We
only know of three copies—two in England, and one in France—and
each of these cost a small fortune.

Beginner.—Send to our publishers for Pemberton's Handbook.

Pemberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush, London. W,
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much of our space is devoted this month to the sayings

of other people that, perhaps fortunately for our readers,

we have hut little room left for any remarks of our own.

The length at which the proceedings at the first meeting

for the season of the Philatelic Society are reported,

obliges us to hold over a good deal of valuable matter

for our next number. We feel sure, however, that our

readers will agree with us as to the great value of Mr. Pearson

Hill's paper, which brings to their knowledge many hitherto unheard

of essays and proposals for British postage stamps, and is at the

same time an important contribution towards a discussion which

has for some time past been carried on by pamphlets and in the

press—a discussion in which all who are proud of calling the late

Sir Eowland Hill their countryman must take the deepest

interest.

We also publish this month a letter from Dr. Legrand, the

eminent philatelist, and secretary to the French Society. So far

back as June, 1880, we ventured to say that we thought the French

Society had been somewhat hasty in pronouncing a blue 2 reales

Spanish stamp of 1851 to be an essay, winch the London Society,

in its catalogue of the stamps of Spain and her colonies, had

described as an error. Since then the criticisms of some of our

correspondents on lately-published fascicules of the Bulletin have,

perhaps, savoured somewhat of acerbity, although we feel sure that

the offence which Dr. Legrand has taken was not intentionally

given. When he says, as he now does in the letter which we

publish on another page, that " The question whether the 2 reales,

blue, of 1851, be an error or an essay is not yet settled, and merits

further enquiry on the part of philatelists," we consider that he has
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made honourable, if somewhat tardy, amends for what we deemed

a hasty assertion.

Dr. Legrand can scarcely need to be assured of our great respect

for his profound science and keen insight as a philatelist ; indeed,

so great is his authority that when he does go astray it is scarcely a

reproach, save to a select few, to have followed him into error.

But he cannot expect us to close our pages to those who would fain

break a lance with so doughty a champion, were it for no other

reason than that which goaded some of the fellow-citizens of

Aristides to aggravation. Our pages are open to all philatelists for

criticism on philatelic work, be it English or foreign, and for the

expression of opinions which we do not in the least consider

ourselves bound to endorse.

IfouijftqB, JH$j)tuji)ri^ anir J^susqifniimts,

Argentine Republic.—The supply of 4 centavos post cards

being temporarily exhausted, the authorities are selling the halves

of the 4 + 4 centavos, green on light buff, separately, at 4 centavos

each, to meet the demand for single cards of this value. But as

the 4 + 4 centavos card is sold at 7 centavos, they affix a 1 centavo

adhesive to the second half of the card, to bring the value up to 8

centavos.

Assab.—In October, 1880, we ventured to express some timid

doubts as to the authenticity of certain surcharged Italian stamps

purporting to be used in this festive locality. Some of our Italian

correspondents so far misunderstood our gropings after truth as to

accuse us, somewhat indignantly, of jeering at a set of stamps to

which they were proud to afford the hospitality of their albums.

From that time we heard nothing more about these labels until we
received the current number of the Timbre-Poste, which says :

" M. Diena has just furnished us with the proof that these pre-

tended special stamps for the new Italian colony are bogus. This

proof consists of part of a letter franked by Estero stamps of 10

and 60 centesimi, which are obliterated ' Ba'ia di Assab ' (Bay of

Assab), and have no other surcharge beyond the word Estero."

Bhopal.—Messrs. Whitfield, King, and Co. send us a new issue

of the red | anna stamps. They are similar to the second issue,

with single-framed octagon, but are rather larger, measuring 29 x 29

instead of 26 x 26 mm. There are twenty-four stamps to the sheet,

in six vertical rows of four; whilst the former sheets contained

four rows of five stamps. There are three errors on the sheet before
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us, the three left-hand stamps on the hottom row having the word
Nawdb spelt Nwab. The date is the same as on the stamps super-

seded; viz., 1289.

Bolivar.-—11Ami desTimbres announces the issue of two stamps

of the value of 5 and 10 pesos, with effigy of General Bolivar.

Bosnia.—The Timbre-Poste mentions the existence of the

2 kreuzer, brown on buff card, without the word Dopimica on the

face.

Brazil.—We have received the three postage stamps of native

manufacture of which we spoke in January last. We have nothing

to add to what we then said, save that the stamps are machine
perforated 13, and not rouletted.

Cashmere.—Of the same design as the

current issue, but printed in black on thin

wove paper, and said to be " Service " stamps,

we have J, 1, 2, 4, and 8 annas.

Chili.—Our engraving shows the alteration

in type of the new 2 centavos chronicled by us

last month.

Confederate Locals.—We refer our readers to the report of

the Proceedings of the Philatelic Society for further information

respecting the Greenville stamp, and for particulars of the discovery

of a hitherto unknown envelope issued and used in Danville,

Virginia, in 1861.

Cuba.—Preferring to the I real, black, of 1866, with double

surcharge, respecting which we invited informa-

tion in our last number, Mr. Philbrick writes us

that it has long been known to him as a bogus

production.

French Colonies. —The annexed cut repre-

sents the provisional 25 centimes, used in New
Caledonia, which we described in September.

Great Britain.—Another variety of registration envelope, con-

fined at present, we believe, to the smallest size, is now in circula-

tion. It has three lines of inscription. 1st. "registered letter."

2nd. " this letter must be given to an officer of the post "

3rd. " OFFICE TO BE registered, and a receipt obtained for it."

In the left upper corner is a block letter R, 1 1 mm. high. Plain

flaps and seams.

Plate 14 of the Is. postage stamp is now issued.

Distinctive stamps for the prepayment of telegrams are about

to be abolished, and we are to have a new set, wherewith we may
frank letters and telegrams indiscriminately. They will run up to

£5 in value. How nice it will be to collect a variety of shades,

and the plate numbers of the higher values unused.

34*
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Guatemala.—
Annexed are illustra-

tions of the provi-

sional 1 and 5 cen-

tavos, described by

us in September.

Java.—The die of

the 1 cent has been

touched up. In the

old stamp the value in the bottom label always had a somewhat

lop-sided appearance. Now the numeral 1 is

placed a little nearer the end, and the letters of

the word cent are more spaced, the result being

more ship-shape.

Labuan.—We trust that our illustration will

enable collectors to recognize and distinguish the

latest type of the provisional 8 cents, chronicled

by us in August last.

Malay Peninsula.—Mr. William Clifford

sends us the current 2 cents Straits Settlements,

surcharged "selangor" in black block letters

•") mm. high. The surcharge is 16 mm. long.

New Granada.—Our engraving represents

the latest 5 centavos postage stamp issued by this

Confederation, and described by us last month.

Nepal.—We are indebted to the kindness of Mrs. Tebay for a

sight of the three values issued for this state, one of which we
engrave. The stamps are the same in design, varying only as re-

gards the value inscribed in the side labels. Our cut represents

the two anna stamp, the inscriptions on which read

—

On the other two stamps the side

labels are inscribed 1 and 4 annas

respectively. Of each value there

are thirty-two stamps to the sheet,

in four horizontal rows of eight.

Each margin of the sheets is in-

scribed respectively one, two, or four anna stamp
;

four, eight, or sixteen rupees the whole sheet. The
stamps are lithographed on plain white wove paper, without water-

mark, and one of the values-— the 4 annas— is rouletted and
gummed. Mrs. Tebay sends us three envelopes which have passed

through the post, franked by the 1 anna stamps. Her correspondent

informs her that the addresses upon them are written in Nagri, and
perhaps the inscriptions on the stamps are in the same dialect.

—

The same correspondent says :
" The Nepalese Durbar has this year,

1881, organised a system of internal postage, and issued stamps of
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three values— 1, 2, and 4 annas—specimens of which are enclosed.

The lines at present arranged for are between Katmandu and Ham
(a province close to Darfeeling), between Katmandu and Doti

(a province close to Kumaon), and between Katmandu and Kerong
and Kuti, on the Thibetan frontier. These lines are not in any
way connected with the British Post Office. For all letters, parcels,

&c, to and from British India the Nepalese use the British Post

Office, which has a branch at Katmandu for the benefit of the

Residency."

Aclhesivcs. 1 anna, milky-blue {

purple
imperforate.

grass-green, rouletted en points.

New South Wales.—We hear from Mr. Philbrick that a

Twopenny envelope, with stamp of the same design as the adhesive,

has been issued. It has a seal device on the flap, is on blue,

cream-laid paper, and measures 141 x 78 mm.

New Zealand.—"A penny stamp will soon be issued similar

to the one at present in use, but with the words, ' For Postage or

Receipt.'" We borrow this piece of information from The Phila-

telic Times, published at Auckland, New Zealand. It is the tiniest

of all our contemporaries. May its shadow
never be less

!

Orange Free State.—Some of the One
Penny provisionals, of the later type, may be

found with a double surcharge.

Paraguay.— Our illustrations represent

the types of surcharge on the recent provi-

sionals, and the new 1 and 2 centavos, which
we described last month.

Persia.—We have seen an imperforate pair of the 5 kran, head
of Shah, with coloured border, which have lately passed through
the post.

Peru is at last in possession of a postal card. In the left upper
corner is the design we have illustrated. In a similar position, on
the right, is a circle voided on all four sides. Between this and
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the arms are three lines of

4k

inscription 1st. " UNION POSTALE

UNIVERSELLE ;
" Uml. " CUATRO CENTAVOS

FUERTES DE SOL ;

" 3rd. " REPUBLICA PERU-

ANA." The two first inscriptions are curved,

and the last one straight. Lower down are

three lines for address, the first headed by
"a." In the left lower angle, in three lines,

is printed " Este lado, solo sirve para, la

direction." At the lowest edge we find the
name of the makers—TheAmerican Bank Note Company, NewYork.
Post Card. 4 centavos, black on white card. Size, 139 x 78 mm., or 5| x 3r - in.

Philippines.—The 6 c. de Peso, orange, of 1877, seems to be
temporarily taken into use again. It is printed in a much deeper
shade than formerly. The 0-0625 de Peso, which we have only
looked upon hitherto as an essay, is now in use. The obliterated

specimens which we have seen are of a pale lavender shade, rather

than pale lilac, in which colour the perforate and imperforate stamps
of this value were first known to us in 1878.

Portuguese Indies.— Since we last went to press we have seen

the following additional varieties of the provisional stamps, viz. :

1| reis, surcharged in black on the 10 reis, green

crown in circle

series.

M. Moens throws doubt upon the existence of the 11 surcharged

in black on the 20 red, Avhich we described in August. We possess

this variety, which came to us from quite as authentic a source as

any of the others. He tells us he is informed that the lower
values are in reis, and not in reals ; that the value of the tanga, or

1 2 reis, is equal to an anna, or the sixteenth of a British Indian rupee,

a standard with which it is intended to harmonise the new currency.

Russia, Rural Posts.—The Timbre-Poste announces that the

use of the last issues of stamps for Morschansk, Bougourousla?i, and

Orgueyeff has been stopped, owing to their too great resemblance to

the official stamps and those of the Russian Company of the Levant.

Our illustrations represent two types of a Werchnie-Dnieprmusk

(province of Ekaterino-

slaw) stamp. The first,

says M. Moens, is from
the collection of Mr.
Breitfuss, who has had
it fur a long time. It

is a typographic produc-

tion, and is printed in

black on thick yellowish

wove paper. The second
type is also typographic, but is printed on slightly blue laid paper.

Adhesives. 4 kopecks, black.
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St. Lucia.—The annexed cuts represent the two new postage

stamps and the postal card which we chronicled last month.

iST.LUCi;

Spain.—According to the Revista de Correos the following

alterations in the tariff have been proposed by the Minister corres-

ponding to our Postmaster-General, and are to come into force on
1st January next

:

For local letters of any weight, 10 centimos.

For letters within the peninsula, the Balearic and Canary Isles,

and the Spanish possessions in North Africa, 15 centimos for each
15 grammes.
From Spain, &c, to Cuba and Porto Rico, 30 centimos; and to

the Philippines, Fernando Po, Annobon, and Coriaco, 50 centimos
for the same weight.

Post cards, 10 centimos, with reply prepaid, 15 centimos; and
registration fee, 75 centimos.

We may therefore expect to find stamps of 15, 30, and 75
centimos in the next issue, and single and double cards of 10 and
15 centimos respectively.

Tobago.—-We are informed by the Postmaster of this island

that the curiously mutilated stamp which we described last June
was so treated for the purpose of making a provisional One Penny
fiscal, not a postage stamp. He admits, however, that some of them
have done postal duty.

The One Shilling stamp of the new type, that is with the word
postage in the lower part of the circle surrounding the Queen's
head, is now in circulation. It is changed in colour to one which
is sufficiently like that of the new sixpence to lead to confusion.

Adhesive. Is., yellow ochre, wink. cc. and crown; per/. 14.

Turkey.—The Timbre-Poste, on the authority of M. Glavany,

announces that several of the current values of Turkish and
Roumelian stamps are to be obtained imperforate. We are sur-

prised that M. Glavany, who professes to have as keen a nose for

carottes as a pig has for truffles, should trouble himself about such

trifles. M. Moens may well ask how long collectors are going to

encourage similar speculations.

Turk's Islands.—The new De La Eue issue for these islands

is now in circulation, and consists of four values of the wearisome

new Antigua type.

Id., vermilion ) watermark cc. and crown; (6d., olive-brown

4d., blue
\

per/. 14- I Is., green.
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The Postmaster writes us that no more of the surcharged stamps

are to be had, and that stamps of the values of id. and 2id. will

be issued.

We are indebted to Dr. Viner for the following notes on some
recent surcharges: "The sheet of orange Id. Turk's Island ad-

hesives surcharged ^-d. consists of thirty stamps, in rows of ten.

Of the figures 1 in the top rank, the first, fifth, and sixth are well

formed, with penthouse tops ; the top of the fourth is just like a

bird ; the ninth is pretty well formed, and straight ; the others are

shapeless. The figures 2 are all well formed, and do not appre-

ciably differ. The separating lines are tolerably regular. In the

middle row the third, fourth, fifth, and eighth figures 1 are nearly

alike, with sloping heads ; the second and seventh are headless

;

the first and sixth are bird-like ; the ninth and tenth are a trifle

taller than the rest. The separating lines and other numerals are

much as before. In the lowest row the top numerals, except the

seventh, are all more or less bird-like; i.e. have rounded heads and
beaks. The under numerals are unlike those in the other rows,

having straight, not curved, foundations, except the fifth and last,

which are totally dissimilar from any others on the sheet, being

very much thinner. I possess two sheets answering to the above

description; but there must be variations, because I have three

stamps perpendicularly unsevered of a type distinct from any pre-

viously noted. The numeral 2 much resembles the fifth and tenth

on the under row noticed above ; but the top numerals are also

very thin, which is not the case with any on the sheets before me.
The lines of separation moreover are almost viewless in two in-

stances. I have again another strip of three side by side, the third

of which responds to the last on the sheets, but the centre one lias

no line of separation."

Uruguay.—We have received an envelope from this Republic,

which may be the precursor of a set. The stamp, which we
illustrate, is in the right upper corner. Beneath is printed

" 3* serie." Plain rounded
flap, without device; long

gum.

Envelope. 5 centesimos, dark
green, on white oblique - laid

paper. Size, 144 x 80 mm.

Of our other illustration,

all we can say is that it is a

somewhat flattering repre-

sentation of the stamp which we described last month.

Victoria.—Our cut represents the stamp of the Registration

Envelope described by us in September. Referring to the current
One Penny, changed in colour to black, we are more than ever
convinced that the change is due to chemistry, either natural or

experimental. M. Moens has seen a black specimen postmarked

3-> SKltlK
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14th May, 1881. Had the change been temporary we should
surely have heard of it by this time, whilst, as a matter of fact,

the stamps which arrive by each mail are as

green as some people seem to be.

Just as we are going to press, we have re-

ceived a new Four Penny value. In design

it somewhat resembles the latest Twopence,
the Semitic profile of Her Majesty being the

same, within a like oval of horizontal lines.

The inscriptions— above, "victoria;" and
below, "four pence"—are also in graduated

lettering upon eccentric shaped labels. The
architectural details of the stamp are so indescribable, that we must
leave them to our engraver, who will endeavour to give an account

of them next month. These stamps are printed in sheets of

120— 10 horizontal rows of 12. The top and bottom margins are

watermarked " victoria + postage." Beyond printed numbers
there are no inscriptions on the margins, but each sheet seems to

be numbered as issued, the two before us being marked 70 and
587 respectively. Shape, upright rectangular.

Adhesive. 4d., rosy-carmine, vmik. V over crown ; per/. 12\

€orrcspoufcrence.

LA PAROLE EST A MONSIEUR LE DOCTEUR LEGRAND.

To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Sir,—On several occasions attacks have been made in your paper upon the

Socie'te' Francaise de Timorologie, and upon myself. Hitherto I have thought

it best to leave them unanswered, and have contented myself with treating

scientifically before the Society those matters which interested it, and if you

read our Bulletin you will render me the justice of admitting that I have done

so courteously, and with all the deference due to the English Society. The

article which appears in your October number, however, demands from me
a reply to attacks which appear to me to be in the highest degree insulting

towards the French Society and myself.

I will commence by saying that this article afforded me the compensation

of having my attention directed to the letter of Mr. Philbrick, of July, 1881,

which had escaped my notice. The sentiments expressed in this letter make

me ample amends for the malevolence exhibited in preceding letters, and

bring back the discussion upon scientific grounds, on which alone I desire

to deal with it.

The author of the article does not seem to be aware of the manner in

which the catalogue of our Society is prepared. As statist (rapporteur) I

prepare a rough list compiled after examining the stamps in my own collection.

Then, as I make no pretence to the knowledge or possession of everything, I

34**



188 CORRESPONDENCE.

at once consult the files of the various magazines which have heen published

in French, the more important catalogues, and the various articles which have

been written on the subject I am treating. In connection with Spain the

catalogue of the London Society, and that of Sehor Esteban Argiles (lately

crowned by the Society), have been fruitfully consulted by me. The work of

Sehor Duro was not issued until May, 1881. My lists are then submitted to

the Society at the meetings, when I profit by the observations of my colleagues,

and the inspection of their albums. It is these lists, thus revised, which are

published, somewhat tardily perhaps ; but that is owing to our present printer

being unable to make up for the loss of time inflicted upon us by our former

one. Our catalogue is thus quite original. To say, as it has been said, that

I have copied the catalogue of the English Society, is as unreasonable as it

would be to accuse the London Society of having copied from the Timbre

Poste, and from the catalogues of Messrs. Gray or Pemberton. If I have

said that the Spanish stamps of 1850 were engraved in taille-douce, it was

because the examination of my stamps led me to that conclusion. The

assertion of your correspondent, Viator, appeared to me incorrect. Have I

repeated the fault of ascribing a taille-douce origin to the later issues ?

When I saw that Mr. Philbrick made the same assertion I thought it right,

in deference to such an authority, to re-examine my stamps with the result of

being confirmed in my opinion that the stamps are engraved and not litho-

graphed ; but on referring to the work of Sehor Duro, I find this sentence,

page 13, which appears to me to settle the question :
" Esta primera emision

. . . fvd grabada en piedra litogrqfica." It seems, then, that they were

engraved on stone ; that is to say, en creux. They were not engraved in

taille-douce, or on metal ; but neither were they drawn with pen or pencil,

and multiplied by lithographic process. They resemble in this respect the

process adopted for the Victorian stamps—Twopence, Queen on throne. As

with these, many specimens exhibit the characteristic relief of engraving

;

but as the lines wore out the impressions got more and more to resemble

those obtained from ordinary lithography. One may become assured of this

fact by examining more especially the 12 cuartos and the 10 reales of 1851,

in which the relief is more easily recognisable as well as in a black essay of

the 6 reales in my collection.

With regard to the 2 reales, blue, of 1851, classed by Mr. Philbrick and

the English Society as an error, and by the French Society as an essay, I

would remind you of a fact which my opponents appear to have overlooked,

and which they will find stated on page 93 of the Timbre Poste for 1878.

This is that the 2 reales was only issued towards the end of the year, owing,

says the writer, to an alteration in the postage on letters, which took place in

October, and in consequence, says Sehor Argiles on page 4, of a treaty with

Sardinia which fixed 8 reales as the cost of registration {certifimdo) to that

country. It was then that this stamp, which was indispensable to complete

the charge in conjunction with those already existing, was prepared. These

are the authorities upon which we have relied in compiling our catalogue,

and the opinion of the Society is in accord with that expressed by M.

Moens in the article quoted respecting Mr. Westoby's stamp.

I should add that this stamp was found amongst the stock albums of M.
Mahe. Thus it was found hi France, although I had not an opportunity of
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seeing it, before it crossed the Straits. Seiior Duro's work makes no mention

of the modification in the rate of postage, nor of the treaty with Sardinia
;

but, on the other hand, in his stamp tables for the years 1850-51, he mentions

amongst those of 1850 an unknown stamp, the 2 reales, of which 13,600

—

received from the manufactory— remained on hand. In 1851, to these 13,600

he adds 31,280, and of the total number of 44,880 only 1432 were used.

Were these one and the same stamp 1 or were they of two distinct types 1

Or must we carry back to the end of 1850 the treaty with Sardinia, which

necessitated the preparation of stamps which were not used in that year ?

The small number of them used in 1851 seems to point to the fact that they

were only used for a few months. The quality of the paper does not seem to

me to be sufficient evidence as to its being a stamp ; for this varies somewhat

throughout. Besides, we find of the I860 issue essays of colour on the same

paper as that of the issue, and I possess a 2 cuartos which resembles in colour

the 2 reales of the same emission. From these facts I draw the conclusion

that the question whether the 2 reales blue of 1851 be an error or an essay

is not yet settled, and merits further enquiry on the part of philatelists.

It is true that the English catalogue mentions, on page 21, the \ cent de

peseta with mural crown, but it does so so briefly, in two-thirds of a line,

that one can scarcely imagine it is treating of a distinct type. Then it refers

back to Issue III., 1872, which should belong to the reign of King Amadeus,

and seems quite lost amongst the stamps of the Spanish Republic* Was it

not, as regards design, a true variety ?

And now I come to the attacks upon myself. It is ridiculous to confer

upon my humble personality the attributes of the autocrat (roi-soleil). All

the members of my Society know the untruth of the assertions in the

Timbre-Poste, and the real reasons for the double resignation of M. de

Rothschild. The Society deemed that it could not show these reasons

greater respect than by contenting itself with publishing the letter of its

ex-President. I pity your correspondent if he continues to be the echo of

the scoldings of a certain foreign journal, which I arraign with confidence

before the judgment of the members of the two societies of London and of

Paris.

Yours, &c,
Dr. Legrand.

Neuilly, 9th Nov., 1881.

* Dr. Legrand has not understood this sentence in the English catalogue, which runs,

"
i c. d. e, p., like Issue III., 1872, but oval, surmounted by mural crown." We ourselves

fail to see the application of the words " but oval," that which is oval in the one stamp

being neither more nor less oval in the other.

—

Ed.
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—

The first meeting of season 1881-2 was held on the 5th November, 1881, at

13, Gray's Inn Square, the President in the chair. The Secretary read the

minutes of the previous meeting, which were confirmed. The President

feelingly referred to the death of Mr. V. G. de Ysasi, the Vice-President,

and moved the following resolution, which was unanimously adopted :

" That the members of the Society desire to place on record their sincere

grief for the loss they have sustained in the death of Mr. de Ysasi, an ardent
philatelist, an active colleague, and, above all, a tried and affectionate friend."

The Secretary was recpiested to communicate the terms of this resolution

to Mr. de Ysasi's family.

On the motion of the President, seconded by the Secretary, Mr. T. K.
Tapling was unanimously elected Vice-President.

On the motion of the Secretary, seconded by Mr. Williams, Mr. M. P.

Castle was unanimously elected to fill the vacant seat on the Committee.
Mr. W. M. Stewart, proposed by Mr. Westoby, and seconded by Mr.

Bacon ; and Mr. Max Kahlert, proposed by the President, and seconded by
the Secretary, were elected members of the Society.

The meeting was called for the purpose of hearing Mr. Pearson Hill read

the following
" Paper on some newly-discovered Essays and Proofs of Postage Stamps,

and on some important Evidence respecting the original suggestion of

Adhesive Postage Labels."

A few months ago I commenced the somewhat formidable task of looking

through the great accumulation of papers which had belonged to my father,

the late Sir Rowland Hill ; and already in the course of that investigation I

have come across certain documents which will, I think, prove interesting to

the members of the Philatelic Society.

These documents consist mainly of a number of "essays" or suggesti>ms

for postage stamps, which were submitted by many persons in 1839 in reply

to the invitation for designs, &c, issued in that year by the Treasury ; and
also other " essays " of later date, nearly all of which are, I believe, at present

practically unknown to collectors.

These essays comprise
No. 1, author unknown, consisting of oval pieces of gold and coloured

paper, which were afterwards, probably after the fashion of stamps on deeds,

to be embossed with a design or inscription to be decided upon. A tentative

design, stamped on sealing wax, is annexed. It has the Royal crown on an
oval of oblique fines, with "Postage" above and "One Penny" below,

enframed in an outer oval of cross-hatched lines.

No. 2, sent by Mr. Frederick Boucher on the 28th September, 1839, is

drawn by hand, and is a suggestion for a cover. The design consists of a
border of engine-turned work, with blocks containing the Royal arms and
v.r. in each corner. The space enframed by the border was also to be
covered by fine lines or other tracery to enhance the difficulty of forgery.

The top and bottom parts of the frame are inscribed " Half Ounce Post
Office Frank," and the right and left ones " Half Ounce Frank." Mr.
Boucher suggests that this design "should be stamped upon any sort of

paper that stationers may choose to send in for the purpose, whether for half-

ounce, ounce, or other franks. The stationers to pay the full charge for the
franks they may require, and to be left to settle with the public the cost of

the paper or the price at which they will sell the franks. Any forgery of the
device to be punishable by transportation for life."

No. 3, consisting of two designs, is contributed by Mr. B. B. Hennington,
on the 14th October, 1839. The first design is a long label with arabesques
and engine-turned devices with the word " Free," a letter and a number
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printed upon it. This label was to be gummed along the folded letter, above
the address, and obliterated hi the same way as stamps now are. Mr.
Hennington suggests that a different design should be adopted for every
month throughout the year, and that every stamp should bear a letter and
number peculiar to each individual distributor, so that, if required, the
vendor of them may be traced. The second design has the Royal arms
stamped in relief on that part of the sheet of letter paper, on which, when
folded, the address would have to be written. The embossed arms fill up
nearly the whole of this space, and the writing of the address would prove a
sufficient obliteration.

No. 4. In a letter from Mr. John Oldham, of the Bank of England, dated
27th October, 1839, introducing to Mr. Hill his nephew, Mr. William
Oldham, of Rathgar, Dublin, is enclosed an essay by the latter gentleman,
which is No. 1 of the " Unknown," described on page 278 of The Catalogue
of the Postage and Telegraph Stands of Great Britain, lately issued by
the Philatelic Society.

No. 5. An essay of adhesive stamps, submitted on the 2nd December,
1839, by Messrs. Pewtress, Low, and Pewtress, of 30, Gracechurch Street, is

a somewhat complicated affair. It is proposed that the paper to be employed
" should be particoloured throughout the pulp, and not a surface-coloured

paper." First we see the label, consistmg of a white circle within a blue

one, which is in turn enframed in a white octagon, the remainder of the
stamp, one inch square, being blue. In the second stage the white inner

circle has the Royal crown and the blue circle ; has " The Royal Post Office

Stamp " printed on them in black. In the third and final stage the stamp
has been embossed all over with a honeycomb design. It was to be affixed

to the letter either by means of a wafer, or the sheets were to be gummed
at the back for the same purpose. Other essays give us different shapes and
different colours to distinguish the different values, or show the stamp
printed entirely in blue save for one or more white lines in the paper,
calling attention to the value.

No. 6. Submitted by Mr. George Bissagar on the 10th December, 1839.

These adhesive stamps are printed in blue and orange, green and red, red
and black, and red and green ; and the plates from which they are printed

consist, as their inventor says, of twenty compound pieces. The design con-

sists of the letters v.b. in white in interlaced script type upon a circle of bi-

coloured arabesques. On an outer circle of solid colour is printed, in white
Roman capitals, " Half Ounce " above, and " One Penny " below. Beneath
the central monogram is the name of the inventor in small white capitals,

"G. Bissagar, Inv."

No. 7, submitted by Mr. John Prince, of 27, Bread Street, is a circular

stamp ; the paper on which it is printed is cut to follow the lower curve of

the circle, but it runs up straight on each side above. The design of the

stamp consists of three circles. The inner one has ', ' printed in blue ; the

next, "One Penny," in green; and the outer one, "Not Exceeding One
Ounce," in red. It is printed on Dickinson paper. Mr. Prince intended
that the upper part of the stamp should be affixed to the letter in such a
way that the latter could not be opened without destroying the label. He
prides himself particularly upon the superiority of the mucilage he employs,
which he declares will withstand boiling.

Nos. 8 and 9 are the work of J. E. Morton, "Two Penny Post Letter
Carrier." They are circular designs, drawn with the pen. In a central

circle of diagonally crossed lines are the Royal crown in the centre ; rose,

shamrock, and thistle below ; letters v. and r. on either side. " Postage
"

above, and " One Penny," or " Two Pence," below. An outer circle

contains the inscription " Post Office " above, and " Envelope " below.

No. 10. Author unknown. The design is extremely simple. On a square
of coloured paper is a white circle containing the numeral of value in pence.
This stamp is gummed on a white label, on which is printed the weight and
the rate of postage for that weight. The designs are the same, increasing in

size for each value ; from \ oz. 1 penny, to 8 oz. 16 pence. From 9 oz.
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18 pence, to 16 oz. 32 pence, the white centre is lozenge-shaped. The stamps
are of 1 and 2 pence, and. thence rise by 2oz. to 32 pence. They were
intended to be so applied to the letter that its being opened destroyed

them.
No. 11, author unknown, is a design for an envelope. In its present

state it has nothing but a watermark to distinguish it, but perhaps it was in-

tended that some sort of stamp should be added. The watermark takes the

form of a border, with " Postage " in the upper, and " Envelope " in the

lower label ; the letters v. e. in blocks at the angles. The right and left

labels are filled in with waved lines.

No. 12 is a letter dated 25th January, 1S40, addressed by Mr. Rowland
Hill to Colonel Maberly, the then Secretary of the Post-office. It contains

first a sheet of paper with the inscriptions, which it was at first intended to

print on the borders of the Mulready covers. From this it may be seen that

the covers and envelopes were to have been of two qualities of paper, at a
higher and lower price. It bears the following notifications, which are

not to be found upon the covers as ultimately issued to the public :

" Carriers and others may legally convey letters properly stamped, provided

the date of the day on which they are conveyed is legibly written in ink

across each stamp—the figure of Britannia on this cover being considered

as the stamp." The foliowhig is worthy of special note :
" Receipts for

letters. Forms on which postmasters will acknowledge the receipt of

letters when posted may be bought as follows : At the Stamp Office,

at ; at the Post Office, at ." On that portion of the

cover which was eventually occupied by the name of Mr. Mulready is

printed "Penny Stamp. Post Town." On the portion of the cover

where we are accustomed to find the engine-turned label with the word
" Postage " is printed " Penny Stamp. Weight not to exceed Half an
Ounce." On the side of the cover, above the head of Britannia, is printed

in two lines
—" The writer by giving his address below may secure that the

letter shall be returned to him ttnopened if the party for whom it is in-

tended cannot be found." Another enclosure in this letter is a proof, in a
very unfinished state, of the well-known penny adhesive. The centre of the

stamp only is there, without the top or bottom labels ; but in Sir Rowland
Hill's writing is what was intended should have been the inscription in the

bottom label; viz., "Half oz. One Penny." A third enclosure is a proof

of the embossed head which afterwards figured on the envelopes and covers.

The head itself is unfinished, and the framework has not yet been
commenced.

No. 13. Specimens of embossed stamps submitted by Mr. C. Whiting, of

Beaufort House, on the 22nd of February, 1840. Mr. Whiting seems to

have been making experiments in printing from Mr. Wyon's die ; but as this

was in constant requisition by the authorities at the Stamp Office, he had
another die sunk with which he could continue his experiments without in-

terruption. The head of Her Majesty is turned to right, and is enframed
by three separate engine-turned ovals, the one enclosing the other. The
stamp bears no inscription. The essays are printed hi brown and hi black.

No. 14, submitted by Mr. M. Tennant, of 2, Warwick Street, Regent
Street, on the 5th March, 1840, consists of a label containing two circular

stamps printed hi silver, one of the value of Id., and the other of 2d. Mr.
Tennant proposed that these stamps should be used for the prepayment of
" money letters," the system of registration having been at that time sus-

pended. He suggests that the one penny stamp should be affixed to

the letter when posted, and that the twopenny one should be affixed to

the margin of the postman's book, "to be paid for on delivery and signa-

ture." The design of this "silvery label"—"of so contradistinguished a
character and of so inimitable a nature," as its inventor fondly terms it

—

comprises the numeral of value and letter d in an inner circle, and " Money
Let : not ex : 1 oz " on the penny, and " 4 oz " on the twopenny value, in

an outer circle.

No. 15. Pen-and-ink sketches submitted on the 12th June, 1S40, by Mr.
John Thompson [query, the engraver of the Mulready !]. The design, which



PROCEEDINGS OP THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 193

is circular, is extremely like the obverse of the penny coin. The words
" Postage " and " One Penny " are printed on the left and right sides of the

circle.

No. 16. A series of proofs from the die of the current One Penny value,

printed in fugitive inks on prepared papers by Mr. Bacon. Some are printed

in fugitive ink without and some with oil. There are specimens printed in

seven shades of colour—some on plain paper, others on paper dipped in

prussiate, on paper with magnesia, on paper with tartrate. Others, again,

have prussiate in the colour. These proofs are presumably all printed on the

same make of paper, and some of them are bleute', whilst others are not. A
stamp printed in shade A, on paper with magnesia in it, is perfectly white

;

with prussiate in the colour, it is very faintly bleute; with prussiate hi the

paper, it is deeply bleute'. Shade B, printed on plain paper, is white ; with
prussiate in paper, deeply blued. Shade C leaves both the plain paper and
that with prussiate in it quite white. Shade D leaves the plain paper and
that with tartrate in it blue. Shade E leaves the plain paper white, and
blues that which has prussiate in it. Shades F and G deeply blue both the

plain paper and that with prussiate in it. The experiment is repeated with

six shades of blue on plain paper, and with paper containing prussiate. All

are deeply blued.

Nos. 17, 18, and 19 were submitted by Mr. Sievier, 2nd September,
1S40, and 19th April, 1841. The first is the same as that described in

The Catalogue of the Postage and Telegraph Stamps of Great Britain,

page 275, except that the colours are blue and green. The second is a
diminutive embossed adhesive. Design, head of Her Majesty, without
diadem, to left in oval of solid colour, with a rectangular frame voided at

the angles. The rectangle is in a circle, with " Post " on the left,

and "Penny" on the right side. This circle has an irregular octagonal

frame, with ground of crossed lines. Embossed hi white on green. The
third design for an adhesive comprises the head of Her Majesty, embossed
upon a plain oval. On a curved label above the head, and on a straight one
below it, are embossed respectively " Postage" and " One Penny." Wreaths
of heraldic flowers in relief are on either side of the oval. The essays are

printed in grey on white, green on white, and white and green and rose on
white papers. The whole stamp is about the size and shape of the ordinary

penny adhesive.

Nos. 20 and 21 are contained in a letter froin Mr. Bacon, of Messrs.
Perkins, Bacon, and Co., dated 23rd October, 1840, and consist of impres-
sions in black and blue ink of the then current 2d. adhesive, with a single

white line under the word "Postage," and with white lines beneath that
word and above the value. These were submitted in order that Mr. Rowland
Hill should decide whether the two lines should be inserted, or only one.

We know that he decided in favour of two white lines.

No. 22. In a letter dated 28th of October, 1840, Mr. "Whiting, of Beaufort
House, submits for Mr. Hill's inspection the " Harwood Envelopes," which
are fully described hi The Catalogue of the Postage and Telegraph Stamps
of Great Britain, page 200, and also some beautiful designs of a similar de-

scription and smaller size. The space for the address is filled in with very
delicate engine-turning of a clam-shell pattern. This is enframed by a
floriate border with ovals in the four corners, the two upper ones baring the
letters v and k hi ornamental script type, that in the left lower corner being

inscribed *
, and that in the right Id. In the centre of the upper border

is a crown, and in a rectangle with voided corners, in the middle of the

lower border, are the words " Post Paid." One of these essays is printed in

rose on hand-made paper watermarked " J. Whatman. 1839
;

" the other, in

blue, is on plain white wove.

No. 23. In a letter dated 23rd November, 1840, Mr. Joshua B. Bacon
encloses proofs of the then current One Penny adhesive on laid paper, some
of which has been prepared in some way, which the letter in winch the proofs

are enclosed does not, unfortunately, explain. They are labelled—"A on
Pruss. paper; B on C. P. paper; and C on Plain paper." The "Pruss.
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paper " is blue ; the " C. P. paper " is white ; and the " C paper " is also

white. Mr. Bacon recommends the adoption of the latter. All the impres-

sions are in sage-green.

No. 24. Messrs. Myers and Co., of Budge Row, in a letter dated 26th
February, 1841, send essays which we are able to identify with No. 7

amongst the " Unknown " in The Catalogue of the Portage and Telegraph
Stamps of Great Britain, page 280. Besides the essay described there,

Messrs. Myers enclose another which is identical, save that the labels are

black instead of red.

No. 25. In a letter dated 9th March, 1841, Mr. Joshua B. Bacon encloses

proofs of the then current Two Penny adhesive, with white lines, on small

pieces of Dickinson paper which had been forwarded by Sir Rowland Hill

for the purpose. The impressions are in the red ink of the One Penny stamp
and in the normal blue ink of the value, and are gummed. Mr. Bacon
remarks that the experiment ought to be made upon a larger scale ; that tin-

paper " appears to stand the gum very well, but not to print quite as well as

the paper now in use." Both impressions, although not on the paper of the

issue, are deeply bleute.

No. 26. This is perhaps one of the most interesting of all the things dis-

covered. It is a proof of an entire sheet of the One Penny stamps, printed in

their normal colour upon Dickinson paper. This sheet has never been gummed,
and is yet deeply bleute', thus showing that the gum had little or nothing to do
with the blueing which has so long puzzled philatelists, and exploding the bleute

par la gomme theory. The paper is blued just as far and no further than
the printing extends, whether of the stamps themselves or of the inscriptions

in the margin of the sheet. On one of the margins is a spot of blue, and
on examining the other side of the paper there is a small splash of the

printing ink to account for it. It has yet to be explained whether the cause

of the bluing lies in the composition of the ink alone, or in its reaction upon
the paper. It is, however, evident that the Dickinson paper was as readily

acted upon as that of the issue.

No. 27. A sheet of eight impressions of the Mulready cover, with tentative

variations in the borders containing the printed instructions, and in the flaps,

which for the most part are covered with engine-turning. The instructions

are still different from those eventually adopted.

No. 28 is a design from an unknown genius for a cover. The space for the
direction is white, and is enframed by a heavy dark green border, 53 mm. hi

depth, cut into six meaningless frames or divisions by white lines. In the

upper portion of the frame is the word " Postage " just sketched in block
letters of fine white outline.

Nos. 29 and 30, the last to which I shall have to refer, I take lastly, and
somewhat out of their chronological order, because particular reference will

be made to these, and the remainder of this paper be devoted to a consider-

ation of the claims which have been lately founded on them. These are the
proposals of the late Mr. James Chalmers, bookseller, of Dundee, enclosing

patterns of what he terms "Stamped Slips." All these essays are type-set.

Two specimens enclosed in a letter to Mr. Rowland Hill, dated Dundee, 8th
October, 1839, which is written on the back of a circular entitled "A Compara-
tive Statement of the Expense of Stamped Envelopes with Stamped Slips"
may be thus described: 1st. A circular frame, inscribed "General Postage"
above, and " One Penny" below, the intervals between the two inscriptions

being filled in with lozenges. In the centre disc is printed, in two lines, " Not
exceeding—Half-an-ounce," with conventional ornaments above and below.

Printed in red on white paper. 2nd. A circular frame, with the same inscrip-

tions as in the last, the ornaments between the two inscriptions being different.
" N^ot PY In If CYT ^

In the central disc is printed * j, "' with a star above the in-

scription. Printed in black on white paper. Another small circular, without
date, has subjoined to it four very rudimentary essays. These consist of

a square black border, containing the inscriptions, "Post Office— under

—

Half-ounce weight— One—Penny;" "One oz. weight—2d.;" "Two oz.

weight—4d;" "3 oz. weight—6d." All type-printed. A circular of Mr.
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Chalmers, entitled "Remarks on Various Modes proposed for Franking
Letters under Mr. Hill's plan of Post Office Reform, also refers to speci-

mens of his essays, but whether of the circular or square design there is no
evidence to show.

I also lay before the members of the Philatelic Society an original printed

copy of Mr. Chalmers's communication to the Treasury, dated 30th September,

1839, as well as a correspondence which passed between him and the late Sir

Rowland Hill in 1839-40. These documents are just now of some little in-

terest, as they completely disprove the astonishing assertion recently made,
and extensively circulated by a Mr. Patrick Chalmers ; viz., that his father,

the above-named James Chalmers, had anticipated the late Sir Rowland
Hill in suggesting the use of adhesive postage stamps, but had been fraudu-

lently deprived by him of the credit of his invention.

To these documents I propose therefore to invite attention.

I ought, at the outset, candidly to admit that an apology seems to me
almost due from any one who proposes to take up time in defending Sir

Rowland Hill's claim to having been the first to suggest that adhesive labels

should be employed, besides the other kinds of postage stamps he had pro-

posed ; first, because the suggestion of adhesive, as distinguished from non-
adhesive stamps, is one of mere minor detail— bearing, I think, about the

same relative importance to the great features of Sir Rowland Hill's plan of

postal reform, as the peculiar kind of grease now used for railway wheels
does to Stephenson's invention of the locomotive — and, secondly, because
any attempt nowadays to make the public believe that Sir Rowland Hill

is not entitled to the credit of the postal reforms which for more than forty

years have been associated with his name, may be pretty safely ignored, being
about as likely to succeed as an attempt to prove that the world is flat, or

that the moon is made of green cheese. But as Mr. Chalmers's claim has
recently been put forward with great perseverance and with a marvellous
contempt for facts and dates, I think it is not altogether undesirable to avail

myself of this opportunity to submit the proofs of its utter groundlessness to

the members of the Philatelic Society.

I adopt this course, First, in order that the real facts may thus be placed
permanently on record ; and Secondly, because the Philatelic Society, from
its recognized high position and knowledge of the subject under considera-

tion, will be able, if it thinks fit, to pronounce a decision on Mr. Chalmers's
claim, which will not fail to have due weight with all who are interested in

the history of this branch of postal improvement.
In order that the Society may understand the bearing of the documents I

now submit, it is necessary perhaps that I should give a brief account of the
nature of Mr. Patrick Chalmers's assertions.

Mr. Patrick Chalmers (who after a silence of more than forty years first

advanced this claim in November, 1879) began by basing his father's title to

be regarded as the originator of the suggestion for adhesive postage stamps
on the fact that he had sent in a scheme proposing them in reply to the
Treasury invitation for suggestions issued on the 23rd August, 1839, which
scheme he, Patrick Chalmers, afterwards declared Sir Rowland Hill had
appropriated without any acknowledgment, though but for Mr. James
Chalmers then coming to the rescue, penny postage would, he asserts, have
been a failure.

I may here remark that this very Treasury Circular mentioned "stamped
covers, stamped paper, and stamps to be used separately" [i.e. adhesive
stamps] as suggestions already received, so that no one who merely furnished
designs in reply to its invitation could possibly have any ground for claiming
that he had suggested the principle of adhesive postage stamps ; and I

would also point out that any credit which might be due to Mr. James
Chalmers for suggestions then made, would have to be largely shared with
other claimants, as I find that designs and suggestions for adhesive postage
stamps (some better and some worse than his) were received from no less

than forty-nine different individuals.

These forty-nine propositions, I may add, were divided into two classes,

the first consisting of nineteen propositions, which are recorded as containing
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some points worthy of consideration, and the second of thirty proposals,

which are pronounced to be useless. Mr. James Chalmers's suggestions are

amongst the thirty.

On receipt of Mr. Patrick Chalmers's first letter (dated 29th November,
1879), I showed him that Mr. (afterwards Sir Rowland) Hill, in his evidence

given before the Commissioners of Post-office Inquiry on 13th February, 1837,

had already suggested the use of adhesive postage stamps, and had thus

anticipated Mr. James Chalmers by at least two years. Mr. Patrick Chal-

mers, however, after first contending that Sir Rowland Hill could not be

considered the inventor of adhesive stamps, because he only suggested

them for occasional, not general use, subsequently amended his claim, and
declared, in a pamphlet which he issued in December, 1S80, that his father

had proposed these stamps long before 1837. Foreseeing, however, that

objections might be raised to the probability of postage stamps having been
suggested at a time when hardly any one ever dreamed of prepaying his

letters, Mr. Patrick Chalmers professed to have made the startling discovery

that everybody has been for forty years in error in supposing Sir Rowland
Hill was the real author of his plan of postal reform, for that he had taken
it, without acknowledgment, from the Fifth Report of the Commissioners of

Post-office Inquiry, published in 1836, the recommendations in which Report
had, he implies, amongst other sources of inspiration, given Mr. James
Chalmers the opportunity of suggesting adhesive postage stamps. He further

charged Sir Rowland Hill (then lately dead) with having wilfully ignored and
carefully suppressed all reference to the source from whence he had obtained

his idea, and with having dishonestly put himself forward as its author.

That the members of the Philatelic Society may form some idea of the

value to be attached to Mr. Patrick Chalmers's statements, I would mention
that, though in his pamphlet he professes to give the correspondence which
had passed between us, he has mutilated the letters, and has suppressed
whole paragraphs, both from his own letters and mine, relating to the

matter at issue. I need scarcely add that the paragraphs suppressed are

those which show most completely the absurdity of his claim.

I at once wrote to call his attention to this " grave irregularity "— to use

the mildest term—but received no answer to my communication (a copy of

the letter I give a little further on) ; and some months after, finding he was
publishing in The Citizen his calumnies against the late Sir Rowland Hill,

I wrote to the editor of that paper, and in the impression of 19th March last

I taxed Mr. Patrick Chalmers with having published a false and garbled
version of my letters. This charge, in the next week's impression, he denied,

though, as shown by the correspondence published three weeks later, in The
Citizen of 16th April, I proved to the editor by a comparison, in his presence,
of the various documents, that my charge against Mr. Patrick Chalmers was
well founded. I also showed the absolute and ludicrous untruthfulness of

his assertion that Sir Rowland Hill had taken his plan from the Fifth Report
above referred to. A reprint from The Citizen of 16th April is annexed to

this paper. I need hardly add that I shall be ready at any time to submit
Mr. Chalmers's letters to me, and the copies of my replies and of his pamphlets,
to any member of the Philatelic Society who may wish to make a similar

comparison.
Finding a few weeks later that, notwithstanding this full contradiction,

Mr. Patrick Chalmers was inserting in many papers, as advertisements, his

untrue assertions, adding to them the new and gratuitous misstatement that
"no exception had been taken" to what he had said, I addressed a letter to

the editor of The Athenaeum, which appeared in that paper on the 14th May
last, and which, being short, I here insert

:

"SIR ROWLAND HILL AND PENNY POSTAGE.

To the Editor of ' The Atheiueum.'

" 50, Belsize Park, May 9, 1881.
Sir,
—

" In your impression of April 30th you publish, as an advertisement,
a wholly unfounded attack by a Mr. Patrick Chalmers on the reputation of

the late Sir Rowland Hdl.
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" 111 order that your readers may understand what value to place on Mr.
Chalmers's assertions, and why I have refused to enter into any further con-

troversy with him, I request you will kindly publish the enclosed letter, which
on receiving his pamphlet I addressed to him in December last.

" The statement which Mr. Chalmers now makes, and to which he says no
exception has been taken, has already been shown publicly to be absolutely

and ridiculously untrue, as the enclosed documents will prove to you. These
documents are published in extenso in The Citizen of the 16th of April last,

the newspaper in which Mr. Chalmers put forward his so-called discovery.
" Pearson Hill.

" The following is the letter above referred to :

"
' 50, Belsize Park, N.W., 30th Dec, 1880.

" ' Sir,—I have received and read the pamphlet you have sent me. I should
have little or no hesitation at any time in leaving the public to decide the

question which you have raised ; viz., whether the late Sir Rowland Hill or

yourself has stated that which is untrue ; but you commit in your pamphlet
so gross an impropriety, to use the mildest term, that its exposure renders

any further notice of your other inaccuracies unnecessary. You profess to

give the correspondence which has passed between us, but without the
slightest hint that you have mutilated the letters—without even showing by
asterisks that something is withheld—you have suppressed whole paragraphs
bearing on the question at issue. I will not insult your understanding by
pretending to believe you are ignorant of the manner in which such a pro-

ceeding, when published, will be characterized.
" ' I am, sir, your obedient servant,

"
' Pearson Hill.

"
' Patrick Chalmers, Esq.'

"

In the next number of The Athenceum Mr. Patrick Chalmers replied,

admitting now, and attempting to justify, the mutilation of the letters, which
he had previously denied. The editor, while inserting Mr. P. Chalmers's
letter, very properly added as an editorial note that " no one who knew the
late Sir Rowland Hill can suppose that he would claim credit for ideas which
were not his own."

I will complete this portion of the case by stating that Mr. Patrick
Chalmers, finding after this that the columns of all the respectable London
newspapers were closed to his communications, circulated his monstrous
charges broadcast as advertisements and paragraphs in country newspapers,
and also by post in the form of reprints, one of which, from the Mid-Surrey
Standard, I will read, in order that the members of the Philatelic Society
may be under no misapprehension as to the nature of Mr. Patrick Chalmers's
accusations :

"Mr. Patrick Chalmers, of Wimbledon, has for some time past made a
diligent research as to the authorship of the penny postal system, a scheme
so long associated with the name of Sir Rowland Hill, that the community
at large has looked upon him as a primary worker-out of that idea which
has made his name memorable. Mr. Chalmers has raked up, from the
musty shelves of the British Museum, a Blue Book, bearing date April, 1836.
This reveals the fact that the bright idea of the penny post was evolved
from the brains of those matter-of-fact individuals called Commissioners. If

this be so—and there is the ugly book to prove it—the laurel wreath must
be torn from the head of an usurper, and search must be made for one to
wdiom the honour must be given. It is quite possible Sir Rowland committed
what was, to his way of thinking, a justifiable robbery of another's brains.

It is daily done nowadays. How much easier was it to commit such a felony
in the more barbaric days of 1837, when the pillory of publicity did not exist
in the same degree as it does now ? If, as we say, Sir Rowland contemplated
such an appropriation, he felt there was a warrantable amount of safety in
doing so. The Blue Book would be soon buried—in the past. A bookworm,
to be sure, might swallow it ; but he would never reveal its contents to the
outside gaze. The thought of such a champion as Mr. Chalmers springing
up never entered Sir Rowland's head. If it had he would not have
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attempted—to parody a popular phrase—'to rob a poor man of his brains.'

Though Mr. Chalmers's discovery will tend to throw a little more falsehood

on history, we believe he will eventually be thanked by the public for' his

Blue Book scrutiny." (Mid-Surrey Standard, April 30th, 1881.)

Even if Mr. Patrick Chalmers should be able to show that this and the

many similar paragraphs in other papers were not actually written by him-
self, but by the editors of the several newspapers, he has, by prompting in

the first instance, and then reprinting and widely circulating these para-
graphs, rendered himself responsible for these scandalous accusations.

Such being the nature and method of attack adopted by Mr. Patrick
Chalmers, I will now show how absolutely his claim on behalf of Mr. James
Chalmers is disproved by the letters of Mr. James Chalmers himself ; while
these letters and other evidence I produce will also, I think, conclusively

dispose of his other charge.

I will, however, first just point out in passing one obvious and fatal incon-

sistency which underlies Mr. Patrick Chalmers's two charges against the late

Sir Rowland Hill.

When Mr. Patrick Chalmers wants to account for Mr. James Chalmers
having suggested adhesive postage stamps before Sir Rowland Hill's plan

gave an opening for them, then amongst other sources of inspiration the re-

commendations of the Fifth Report of the Commissioners of Post-office

Inquiry (viz., that prices current if printed, like newspapers, on stamped
paper, should have, the newspaper privileges of transmission and retransmis-

sion as often as desired through the post, free of any charge for postage)

are put prominently forward. This document is declared (1st pamphlet,

p. 15) to have been "a report carrying great weight from an official

body appointed to examine into desirable reforms." It is shown to have
been addressed to the Lords of the Treasury. Mr. Wallace, m.p., is

represented (1st pamphlet, pp. 16, 17) as adverting in the House of

Commons, in July, 1836, " with marked approval to this Report lately

issued
;

" and clearly it must have had a tolerably wide circulation if, as

is implied, it came to the knowledge of Mr. James Chalmers so far

away as Dundee. But when afterwards Sir Rowland Hill is to be
accused of dishonestly appropriating his scheme, in 1837, without any
acknowledgment from that Report (while, of course, it was still fresh in the

memory of all concerned), then this becomes a musty document hidden away
on a shelf in the British Museum, so totally unknown to the public, that for

forty years the fraud has been successfully practised, and is only now laid

bare by Mr. Patrick Chalmers ! How a report can at the same moment be
Avidely known, and yet known to nobody, Mr. Patrick Chalmers does not
attempt to explain.

I will now turn to the correspondence which took place between Mr.
James Chalmers and Sir Rowland Hill in 1839 and 1840.

How far Mr. James Chalmers (who his son implies knew of the Fifth

Report) regarded Sir Rowland Hill as an impostor, putting forward other

men's plans as his own, is amusingly shown by the following extract from his

letter of 1st October, 1839, in which he thus writes :

"I beg to congratulate you on the successful result of your labours, and on
the appointment which you have received to superintend the execution of

your admirable plan, convinced as I am that it cannot be in better hands,

nor in those of one having a higher claim to it." He then encloses a printed
description of his suggestion addressed to the Lords of the Treasury, sent in

the day before, and specimens of his adhesive "slips," adding, "If slips are

to be used, I flatter myself that I have a claim to priority in the suggestion,

it being now nearly two years since I first made it public, and submitted it

in a communication to Mr. Wallace, m.p."
" Nearly two years" before October, 1839, carries us back to the latter end

of 1837 ; and this most important statement of Mr. James Chalmers, as to

the date at which he first made his scheme public, is confirmed by another
printed document which he forwarded in May, 1840, to Sir Rowland Hill.

In this printed statement (dated 8th February, 1838) he says :
" Specimens

of gummed or ' adhesive pieces of paper ' were affixed to the original copies
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of this article, which was first published in November, 1837." Mr. James
Chalmers himself puts the word. 'first ' in italics.

In all scientific societies, as of course the gentlemen present are well aware,

the rule by which rival claims to any discovery or invention is decided, is by
priority of publication. A reference to the Ninth Report of the Commis-
sioners of Post-office Inquiry will show that as early as 13th February, 1837,

Sir Rowland Hill, in his evidence before those Commissioners, proposed and
accurately described adhesive postage stamps such as are in use even now.
A better description of an adhesive postage stamp could hardly have been
given. As Mr. Patrick Chalmers (first pamphlet, page 47) says of his father's

own crude and later suggestion, " The engraver's die alone was wanting, and
some one to contract for the business."

" Perhaps this difficulty," Sir Rowland Hill says (that of employing covers

in certain cases), "might be obviated by using a bit of paper just large

enough to bear the stamp, and covered at the back with a glutinous wash,
which the bringer might, by the application of a little moisture, attach to

the back of the letter, so as to avoid the necessity for re-directing it."

This same suggestion was almost immediately after embodied and pub-
lished by Sir Rowland Hill in the second edition of his pamphlet on Postal

Reform, which, as the date of its preface shows, was issued about the 22nd
February, 1837. Thus, both in his evidence and in his pamphlet, Sir Row-
land Hiil published his suggestion that adhesive postage stamps, as well as

other kinds, should be used, at least eight or nine months before the earliest

date claimed by Mr. James Chalmers.
Even yet I have not produced the strongest piece of evidence which dis-

proves Mr. Patrick Chalmers's statements; for this consists of a letter,

which I now submit to the meeting, from Mr. James Chalmers himself, who
on the 18th January, 1840, had been referred by Sir Rowland Hill to the
evidence just quoted, and who on the 18th May, 1840, wrote to Sir R. Hill,

fully and candidly withdrawing his claim. The renunciation is so complete,
and the letter written in such perfect good taste, that I venture to give a
rather long extract from it.

" Dundee, 18th May, 1840.
" Rowland Hill, Esq.

" Sir,—I received your favour of the 18th January last, relative to my
claim for the ' postage adhesive stamp,' for which I thank you, as it certainly

would have been far from satisfactory to m'e to have received only the
Treasury Circular refusing my claim without any explanation.

"My reason for not replying sooner proceeded from a wish to see the
stamps in operation, which, although not general, they now are. I therefore

conceive it only an act of justice to myself to state to you what induced me
to become a competitor ; for in that capacity I never would have appeared if

I had known that any one, particularly you, had suggested anything like the
same scheme. But having given publicity to my plan nearly two years before
the Treasury Minute of August last appeared inviting competition, and
having in my possession Mr. Wallace, m.p.'s letter of 9th December, 1S37,
acknowledging receipt of my plan, wherein he says, 'These and several others
I have received will be duly submitted to the Committee on Postage ;

' also

your letter of 3rd March, 183S, a copy of which I prefix; and one from
Mr. Chalmers, m.p., October 7, 1839, in which he says several plans had
been submitted to House of Commons' Committee, 'including yours'—from
all these I was naturally induced to believe that I was first in the field, and
consequently became a competitor. Your letter, however, of the 18th
January undeceived me on that point, although I cannot help saying that
my scheme has rather a closer alliance to the one adopted than can be in-

ferred from the copy of your evidence sent to me.
" I have, however, only to regret that, through my ignorance, I was led to

put others and myself to trouble in the matter, besides some unavoidable
expense, while the only satisfaction I have had in this, as well as in former
suggestions (all original to me), is that these have been adopted, and have,
and are likely to prove beneficial to the public."



200 PROCEEDINGS OF THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

Whether the stamps suggested by Mr. James Chalmers, and which I now
produce, do bear " a closer alliance to the one adopted " than the description

given by Sir Rowland Hill in his evidence, is a matter of opinion, and one
on which I should hardly be prepared to agree with him ; but as his renun-
ciation (after having seen the stamps which were issued) is complete, I should
not, even if he were now alive, be at all inclined to grudge so honest and
earnest a worker in the cause of postal reform the little crumb of comfort
which he then took to himself.

Mr. Patrick Chalmers states at page 38 of his first pamphlet—and repeats

his own statement at page 25 of his second pamphlet in such manner as to

make the important part of it appear to be a quotation from the Dundee
Advertize)- of the period, which it is not—that in 1846 his father received a
testimonial from the people of Dundee, in recognition amongst other things
of his having been the originator of the adhesive stamp; and goes on to

say (see second pamphlet, pages 25, 26) " that as late as 1846 . . . the
recipient of these honours "had not "the smallest idea of Rowland Hill's

personal claim to the merit of this stamp." I need scarcely point out how
absolutely Mr. James Chalmers's letter, just quoted, proves this latter

assertion to be untrue; and though, for the accelerations which he effected

in the Dundee mails, Mr. James Chalmers may have been well entitled to a
testimonial from his fellow-townsmen, he appears to have been far too honest
a man to have accepted a reward for a suggestion which he had already

acknowledged to have been first made by some one else.

There is yet one other point in connection with this part of the case on
which I would say a word. Mr. Patrick Chalmers more than once makes
the astounding statement that Sir Rowland Hill afterwards abandoned even
the limited use of adhesive labels suggested in his evidence above quoted

;

and he even asserts (see first pamphlet, pp. 45, 46) that hi " the Life just

published . . . Sir Rowland Hill goes on to admit that even this exceptional

use of the gummed paper was withdrawn in the next paragraph," &c.
The members of the Philatelic Society will perhaps not be surprised to

learn that there is not the slightest foundation for these positive and
unqualified assertions. Sir Rowland Hill never abandoned or withdrew the
suggestion, and there is nothing in the Life or anywhere else which can in

the slightest degree be interpreted as an admission of such withdrawal. The
statement is simply and absolutely untrue.

I think I have now sufficiently disposed of Mr. Patrick Chalmers's state-

ments about his father's claim. I will now deal with his second charge
;

viz., that Sir Rowland Hill took his plan of postal reform from the Fifth

Report of the Commissioners of Post Office Inquiry, carefully avoiding all

reference to this document in his writings, ignoring the original authors, and
dishonestly putting himself forward in their place.

I have already shown at some length, in /the correspondence published in

The Citizen of 16th April last (which is annexed hereto)* the preposterous

nature of this charge, and that the recommendations contained in the Com-
missioners' Fifth Report—however much, to persons unacquainted with the

subject, they may appear to resemble on some points the suggestions subse-

quently submitted by Sir Rowland Hill—were in reality totally different from
his ; but fortunately there is another and simpler answer to this accusation,

which requires for its comprehension no detailed knowledge of postal arrange-

ments, and which, absolutely disproving, as it does, the charge of attempted
secrecy, meets this accusation in its most offensive particular, and destroys

the whole fabric of this infamous charge.

The Fifth Report of the Commissioners of Post Office Inquiry, dated April,

1836, is addressed to the Lords of the Treasury, and is signed by Lords
Duncannon and Seymour, and Mr. Labouchere.

In the following January Sir Rowland Hill's pamphlet was also submitted

to the Treasury, and the very first persons before whom he gave evidence

* [As the reprint from The Citizen of lGth April is somewhat lengthy, and as most of its

important points are already included in the above communication, we do not think it

necessary to re-publish it here, though we retain copies in our hands, should any one desire

to refer to them.

—

Ed.]
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publicly in support of his plan (which he did within ten months of the date
of that Fifth Report) ivere the identical Commissioners whose signatures it

bears ; viz., Lords Duncannon and Seymour, and Mr. Labouchere !

After what I have now proved, the members of the Philatelic Society will,

I think, hardly deem it profitable to devote further time to the mass of mis-
representation, misquotation, and reckless assertion with which Mr. Patrick
Chalmers's pamphlets are crammed ; and having now, I trust, amply justi-

fied the contempt with which Sir Rowland Hill's family have treated his

accusations, I will conclude by merely pointing out the cowardly nature of

his attack. Had charges such as Mr. Patrick Chalmers now ventures to

make been brought by him against any living person he would at once have
been liable to an action for slander ; but unfortunately in this country the
law of libel affords no protection to the memory of the dead, and Mr.
Patrick Chalmers—though for more than forty years Sir Rowland Hill's

reputation has been well known to all men—has waited until Sir Rowland
was safe in his grave in Westminster Abbey before venturing to make his

groundless and infamous charges. His excuse for delay—viz., that he has
been out of the country for many years— is no real justification. Sir

Rowland Hill's reputation was not confined to the narrow boundaries of the
United Kingdom ; and even if we assume, what is most improbable, that all

those years of expatriation were passed by Mr. Patrick Chalmers in such
strict seclusion in that "distant land" (which he "exceptionally avoids

mentioning ") that he was practically lost to the world, I have evidence to

prove that he had returned to tins country long before Sir Rowland Hill's

death, and had had ample opportunity, if he supposed his father had any
real claim, to have raised the question when those best capable of dealing
with it were still alive.

On the conclusion of the paper, which was illustrated by the exhibition

of all the proofs and essays described in it, the President proposed, and it

was voted unanimously

—

1st. That the best thanks of the meeting are given to Mr. Pearson Hill

for his highly interesting and valuable paper, which will be printed with the
Society's proceedings.

2nd. That a copy of the paper, when printed, be forwarded to Mr. Patrick
Chalmers, with an intimation that the Society will be prepared to consider

any communication which he may choose to make before it proceeds to deal
further with the matter.

It will be remembered that in the July number of the Record appeared a
" Caution to Collectors," respecting an alleged forged type of the 10 cents of

Greenville, Alabama, Confederate States, giving a long history of how the
supposed forgers set to work, and how in this case the product of their labours

might be identified from the true stamp by its having the words " Greenville,

Ala." printed in capitals, instead of in the script or cursive hand of the real

original.

At this meeting of the Society the President exhibited a copy of what is in

this " Caution "stated to be the genuine type. The specimen is on the original

envelope, and addressed to the same Mr. D. R. Taylor as that in the photo-
graphed copy which came with the caution. The postmark, which does not
deface the stamp at all, is May 20th; that photographed is Oct. 13th (1861).

Accompanying were two envelopes of letters also addressed in the same hand-
writing to the same person, each prepaid by two green 5 cents Confederate
stamps (head of President Davis to right), the one pair obliterated by the
postmark of July 4, the other not touched by the mark, which is Pec. 25.

All four postmarks are of the same size, and it will be noticed they extend
over May, July, October, and December. No year appears on them. In the
copy stigmatized as the fraud the year—1861— does appear ; the postmark
in other respects is similar, save that it is about 3 to 4 mm. less in diameter,
and the date Sept. 15, by no means an impossible one.

After careful scrutiny by the members present, it appeared there was
nothing on the face of any of the documents or stamps to show that either

type was forged ; or if either, to determine which was the wrong one. The
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so-called forged type is equally genuine in look with the other. The script

lettering, which the author of the " Caution" says is " an elahorate variety on
the genuine, difficult to match," proves on inspection to he quite the reverse

;

it is ordinary plain italic type of the commonest description ; and the orna-
mental bordering is identical in the two.

The result was that the meeting felt it had not sufficient materials before
it whereon to pronounce a definite opinion, and considered that at present no
tangible evidence had been adduced by the author of the " Caution " in sup-
port of his statements.

Here the matter must rest, awaiting further elucidation. Meantime it is

not impossible that two types may exist, both genuine, as in the case of the
goliad with the interesting misprint goilad, side by side.

The President then showed another of the resuscitated Confederate locals,

that of Danville, Virginia, of the authenticity of which there seems little

or no doubt.

Official documents prove that Col. William B. Payne was appointed post-

master of this town in April, 1861, hi immediate succession to William D.
Coleman. In the succeeding October Col. Payne retired, and Mr. Coleman
was re-appointed.

During Col. Payne's tenure of office he improvised a 5 cent stamp, borrow-
ing for the purpose a woodcut block used by Charles S. Maurice, of Danville,

in Ins business of shoe manufacturer, which was imprinted on buff and white
envelopes, and in lieu of Mr. Maurice's address, bore the printed legend,

"Southern Confederacy, Danville, Va. Paid. W. B. Payne, P.M. 5."

The impressions shown at the meeting were in black ink, on buff and on
white plain envelopes. It was also stated that Mr. Coleman had originated

a 5 c. adhesive stamp after his return to office in October, 1S61, adopting the
type of the Union Town, but altering the lettering to make it read, " Paid.

5 cents. W. D. Coleman, P.M." No specimen of this stamp was, however,
forthcoming, and in its absence no opinion could be expressed.

The thanks of the Society were voted to Mr. Seebech, of New York, who
had forwarded the specimens for its inspection.

fiotea antr €tucries.

To innumerable Correspondents.—In the majority of cases we can

only undertake to answer queries respecting the authenticity of stamps,

submitted for our opinion, in the pages of the Record.

W. A. B.—Take our advice, and do not fret overmuch at your
inability to complete your collection of the so-called Transvaal en-

velopes. The fewer you have the less trash you will have to discard

some day. Before our conviction of their worthlessness is shaken we
want to know why, if the envelopes were intended for use throughout
the State, they all bear the name of only one town in it—viz., Potchef-

stroom '] If they were intended merely for local use in this town, from
one end to the other of which any able-bodied man can spit, why was
the postage so high as sixpence 1 We have seen the design of the so-

called stamp used as a postmark on ordinary letters with the date

printed beneath the letters Z. A. R., and we have no doubt that the

stamp was a mere obliterating one, like those in use in many places,

having the centre so arranged that the date may be altered from day to day.

F. W.—Your 4 cent British Guiana, purporting to be one of the 1 862
provisionals, is a forgery. If you had read Mr. Philbrick's paper, in our
July number, you would have seen that the 4 cents never was printed

with such a border.

Pemberton, Wilson, ft Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush, London. W.
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T last the spell is broken ! For a long time we have

been wondering when some of the philatelic Tritons

Avould finally turn and protest against the sickening

impostures thrust upon collectors under the name of

Russian Locals. That some of these labels may be

authentic enough we are not in a position to dispute

;

but we feel sure that there is but a small modicum of

authenticity amidst the swarm of rubbish, resuscitated and freshly

issued, which pours in upon us week after week. With the won-

derful stamps of Morschansk, for instance, in our mind's eye, we

have wondered that M. Moens (whose openly-expressed suspicion

of the genuineness of stamps described by us, and others who may

fairly lay claim to some competence in judging, is not always

flattering) should, month after month, devote so large a portion of

the Timbre-Poste to the naif and unquestioning registration of these

treasures. His faith in this particular respect has always struck us

as sublime, but we failed to find it infectious.

At last M. de Ferrari has spoken out in a letter which, although

it was addressed to the Timbre-Poste some months ago, M. Moens

has only just found heart to publish, on the plea that the accusa-

tions it contained were so grave that he deferred its publication

until he could obtain further information. The result of M. Moens'

enquiries is, " that they have not been favourable to M. Lubkert,

and have only served to confirm the charges brought against . . .

our too active correspondent, M. Lubkert," upon whom he calls, as

the only means of convincing the world of his loyalty, to return

their money to those who have invested in his forged stamps.

" Then only will his honesty be believed in."

As an instance of the impudent proceedings of these Russian

Local-mongers, we may mention that, in No. 193 of the Timbre-Poste,

M. Moens described and illustrated a circular typographed Kjeff
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stamp which he had found in an old collection. These scoundrels,

unahle to get hold of the real stamp to imitate, actually copied

M. Moens' illustration by means of lithography, and sold it, in

various colours, at absurd prices. Whether M. de. Ferrari was a

victim in this case we do not know but he openly expresses his

grief at having been victimized in other cases, where exorbitant

prices were charged to him. When M. de Ferrari complains of

prices being high, one can grapple with the fact that they were

tolerably salt. In conclusion, we woidd strongly recommend those

of our readers who want Russian Locals to get them from our

publishers, and not to take them from the Russian speculators.

M. de Ferrari mentions that he bought stamps, sent to him from

Odessa at 200 francs apiece, for 6d. each in England.

l|$tj*|fftfj$, Jfojpw$ri({% unit l|ii$a$t[ifaiimi$ +

Austria.—A peculiar label is now "being offered for sale, of

which the following is the history. At the Philatelic Exhibition

held at Vienna last month, under the auspices of the Philatelisten

Club, the authorities of the Imperial Printing Office very kindly

exhibited the process of manufacturing postage stamps. They
employed for this purpose a plate of the 1850 issue, with the value

erased and the date 1881 substituted. From this plate stamps

were printed in blue on stout surfaced paper, perforated 12£,

gummed, and distributed gratis to the onlookers as a memento of the

Exhibition. Of course, these labels have no postal significance.

Barbados.—An esteemed correspondent sends us the new post

card for this colony, replacing the provisional one we described in

October, which he tells us is now obsolete. It has four lines of

inscription: 1st, "Union Postale TJniverselle ; " 2nd, "Bar-
bados (Barbade) ; " 3rd, " Post Card," the two words separated

by the arms of Great Britain ; 4th, " The address only," &c. The
stamp, in the right upper angle, but for the word " Barbados " in

the top label, resembles that of the majority of the West Indian

cards. Reverse side plain. It is needless to say that this card is

from the ateliers of Messrs. De La Rue and Co. Our correspondent

says that it was issued on the 28th November last.

Post Card, l^d., red-brown on straw. Size 140 x 89 mm., or 5£ x Z\ in.

The Postmaster informs us that postage stamps " of entirely new
patterns will be issued shortly, including a new one of the value of

2Ad., and, I think, some post cards of the value of Id. It is likely

registration envelopes will also be issued."
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Bavaria.—Our correspondent, Chemicus, calls our attention to

a slight change in the watermark of the current stamps, which
now consists of vertical undulating lines set nearer together.

Canada.—We have the 1 cent newshand, current type, on huff

instead of white paper.

Corea.—There seems to he a chance that the terrible old hogy,

which some of us still keep in our albums for a joke, may shortly

be replaced by something authentic. A correspondent writes us

from Shanghai :
" It may interest you to know that the Coreans

are on the point of adopting a stamp for postal purposes, somewhat
resembling the last issue of Japan. A Japanese friend in Kinshan
sends me this information, but says that a final decision has not

yet been come to by the Corean authorities."

French Colonies, New Caledonia.—The Timbre-Post
announces that besides the provisional 25 centimes, which we
chronicled in September, the same surcharge is to he found, in

black, with varieties in the figures, on the

10 centimes, black on violet

30 ,, bistre

40 ,, vermilion

Great Britain.—Has it already been found necessary to retouch

the die of the current One Penny postage and inland revenue stamp 1

There are, at any rate, two types of this stamp in existence. In
the older one seven and a half pearls may be counted in each half

of the upper and lower borders, and in the other eight and a

half, the latter being, of course, rather smaller. There are other

differences.

Grenada.—We have seen pairs of the current 2Jd. perforated

on three sides only.

Guatemala.—M. Moens announces, on the authority of a

correspondent, that the new issue will consist of five values of the

same design as the lately current \ and 1 real. The following are

the values and colours :

1 centavo, black and green

2 ,, brown ,,

5 „ red ,,

10 ,, violet ,,

20 ,, yellow ,,

We are further informed that, in addition to the provisional

values we have already described, there are

2 centavos, surcharged on the \ real, brown and green, of 1880
10 ,, ,, ,, 2 ,, carmine ,, 1878

Since writing the above, we have seen the new 1, 5, and 10

centavos. The inscription in the oval band now reads, " Union
Postal Universal—Guatemala." Each of the stamps we have

seen differs slightly from the others. In the 1 centavo the numerals

of value in the upper corners are in scrolled circles. In the 5 c,

which is rather more orange than red in colour, the numerals are

35*
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in pearled circles. In the 10 c. they are in irregular octagons.

There are differences also in the inner and outer borders of the

ovals, some being ornamented with horizontal lines, others with

pearls. The scrolls beneath the oval are now inscribed, Un, Cinco,

and Diez Centavos.

Hawaiian Islands.—We have official information that these

islands will very shortly issue some new values of adhesives and
post-cards, preparatory to forming the Postal Union. A new One
cent stamp is to take the place of the current one.

Holland.—Der Philatelist chronicles the new 5 + 5 cents post

card, which resembles the most lately issued 5 cents in being

printed on card which is blue on the address and white on the

message side. _, _, „ , , _ • ,

.

Post Card. 5 + 5 cents, blue.

Honduras.—The Timbre-Poste says that it has been informed,

without any further particulars being given, that post-cards of the

values of 2 and 3 centavos have been issued.

Java.—M. Moens says that he has received from a correspondent

the current 10 cent envelope, surcharged with three lines of oblique

inscription as follows : Brlefomslag tien cent. He does not mention

the colour of the surcharge.

Macao.—The existence of a set of stamps for this Portuguese

possession has been frequently asserted and denied. That one

value, at any rate, has been in circulation, we are now in a position

to affirm. We have seen a

10 reis, similar in design to

the Cape Verde stamps, save

for the name, which has done
postal service and been duly

obliterated.

Adhesive. 10 reis, orange-yel-

low
;
per/. 13.

Malay Peninsula—Our
engravings represent two of the stamps recently described by us.

Mexico.—A correspondent reminds us that we have omitted to

notice a stamp which some of our foreign contemporaries chronicled

some time ago. It is the 4 centavos corresponding in type with

the series of May, 1874. In design it closely resembles the 10

centavos of that issue, except that in the upper
corners it has a kind of Union Jack ornament
instead of the numerals of value. If this

stamp was prepared at the same time as the

others it does not appear to have been used
until comparatively lately, when it seems to

have done the same service as the 4 centavos

envelope. It is found on wove and on laid

paper, and with and without name of province.

{type of 1874), 1 centavos, ilull orange ; per/, 12.
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Nevis.—We have lately seen a postmarked specimen of the first

issued Shilling on very stout laid paper.

New Granada.—In addition to the stamps of the designs

illustrated by us in September, we have received a 2 centavos rose.

As none of the specimens we have seen has any gum on the back,

and none is postmarked, we conclude that the value in this colour

is a proof.

Paraguay.—The ac-

companying illustration is

that of the third value de-

scribed by us.

Persia.—In addition to

the stamp which we de-

scribed in October, and now
engrave, we have received

another Service stamp of

the same design, but printed in rose, the central disc being dark
green.

Service Adhesive. 1 Shahi, rose and green on white wove paper. Perf. 11|.

Messrs. Theodor, Buhl, and Co. write us that their Persian cor-

respondent informs them of two more Service values, a 2 and 10

Shahi, being in preparation.

Of the 5, 10, and 25 gazes of the current issue, in addition to

shades, two very distinct varieties exist. In the one the numeral
of value within the oval is on a ground of crossed lines, and in

the other it is on a ground of solid colour. The first set appears

to be engraved, and the second lithographed.

We had written thus far when we received the Timbre-Poste for

December, in which M. Moens speaks of these varieties, but says

that those with the numeral upon ground of solid colour are with-

out the usual coloured border. Our specimens have the coloured

border, and have passed through the post.

Another correspondent informs us that the stamps on the current

envelope have been cut out and used as adhesives. He says that

the Post-office authorities have over 40 cases of envelopes, and
tbat, as they are not popular, the Postmaster has decided that the

stamps shall be cut out and sold as adhesives.

Philippines.—The 25 c. de peseta, lavender, head of Amadeo,
1872, and the 25 c. de peseta of 1874, seem to have been
temporarily taken into use again.

Portuguese Indies.—We have to add the following varieties to

the list of provisional stamps which we have already chronicled :

5 reis surcharged in red on the 10 reis black, small numerals, star and
thin Roman capitals.

6 reis surcharged in black on the 50 reis blue, crown in circle.

Some interesting resuscitations of the older issues of these stamps
have recently turned up. Besides the 900 reis of 1873, on slightly
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blued paper, recently referred to by M. Moens, we have seen an

undoubted 900 reis of the first

issue; also a 20 reis of the 1873
issue perforated 16 like the first.

Russia, Rural Posts.—Our
engraving represents a stamp,

said to be now obsolete, which
purports to have done duty for

Jegoriewsk, in the province of

Eiazan. M. Moens, for a wonder,

expresses some doubts as to its authenticity.

Adhesive. 3 kopecks, black.

St. Vincent.—Since this colony joined the Postal Union there

has, of course, been a demand for Fourpenny stamps. Those used

hitherto have been blue, like the issue of 1866,

and not yellow, like those of 1869. They were

not remainders of the 1866 issue, but stamps

reprinted in a brighter shade of blue, and per-

forated in the rough way which has lately dis-

tinguished the stamps of St. Vincent. By the

mail delivered here on the 1 3th inst. we received

letters franked by a provisional Fourpenny ad-

hesive formed by surcharging the current scarlet

shilling 4d., and obliterating the original value by means of a bar.

The surcharge is a bold one, both numeral and letter d measuring

9 mm. in height. There is probably a twopence-halfpenny pro-

visional knocking about somewhere, but we have not fallen in with

it. Our cut represents the provisional £d. recently described.

Provisional. 4d., surcharged in black on the Is. scarlet-vermilion.

Straits Settlements.—Another provisional ! This time it is

10
the current 6 cents, lilac, surcharged

cents
in the same type as

formerly on the 12 cents, blue.

Provisional. 10 cents, surcharged in black on 6 cents, lilac.

Turk's Islands.—We were misled by a correspondent when we
described the new stamps last month. Only the new values are of

the stereotyped De La Rue West Indian type. But the old values,

of the old designs, seem now to be printed by this omnivorous
firm. They are on slightly surfaced paper, and the watermark
C.C. and crown appears sideways on the stamps.

In the last number of the Timbre-Poste M. Moens adverts with
ill-concealed suspicion to the provisional surcharge of 4 on the One
Penny which we described in October. Why, after gorging

Russian locals, and swallowing black One Penny Victorias, should

our confrere strain at this stamp, which we stated that we had
examined ? Since M. Moens attaches so little importance to our

judgment, we refer him to Mr. Philbrick, who shares our infatuation

in believing the duly obliterated stamp, which we both examined,

to be a perfectly genuine thing.
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United States.—We have to chronicle a slight modification in
the current 1 cent, hlack on straw, post card. The inscription,
" Write the address on this side—the message on the other,"
is now altered to, "Nothing but the address can be placed on
this side."

Wurtemberg\—The Timbre-Poste announces that on the 1st

of November last there was issued a stamp of the value of 5 marks.
It is similar in design to the 2 marks, except

that the numeral 5 in the centre is printed in

hlack on a white circle, which is not cross-

hatched. This stamp is not sold to the public.

Adhesive. 5 marks, pale blue. Same perforation as

the rest of the series.

There appear to be Service envelopes of the

same type as the adhesives which we described

and illustrated in May. We have only seen

cut specimens of the 5 and 10 pfennig on white wove paper.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SPAIN,

By SENOR ANTONIO FERNANDEZ DURO.

A Review by Captain E. B. Evans, R.A.

Part IV.

We now come to the consideration of the stamps surcharged "Habilitado,

&c." The word "Habilitado" appears to mean authorized or endorsed ; the

whole surcharge thus signifying, '
' Issued under the Authority of the

Nation," or, in the case of one variety, " of the Revolutionary Assembly."

An ordinance, dated September 30th, 1868, and made by the "Provisional

Revolutionary Assembly of Madrid," prescribed the surcharging of all

officially stamped paper with the words " Habilitado jpor la Nation;" it

especially directed that these words, in the case of postage and telegraph

stamps, were to be printed over the portrait of the ex-Queen. It was

apparently supposed that difficulties would be made about using stamps, &c,

bearing the effigy of the dethroned Queen, and the ordinance stated that the

object of this surcharge was to enable the supplies of stamped paper and

stamps in the stamp office to be made use of, and thus prevent their being

entirely wasted.

The above instructions were addressed to the chief of the stamp office

(Fabrica del Sello), and were apparently intended to apply principally to the

stock in that office. Seiior Duro, however, informs us that none of the

postage stamps were thus surcharged in the stamp office, as the head of that

department commenced by surcharging the stamped papers, as being of

greater value ; and that when he had finished these he did not think it worth

while to surcharge the postage stamps, as it was intended that a new issue

should be brought out very shortly.

At the same time ho had two dies engraved bearing the prescribed inscrip-



210 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SPAIN.

tion, and electro-types of these were distributed to all the provincial post-

masters, for the purpose of surcharging the supplies of stamps in their hands.

These two types are evidently thoroughly official, and Sefior Duro appears

to look upon all others with a considerable amount of suspicion. He ac-

knowledges, however, that some of the provincial postmasters surcharged the

stamps in their possession before they received the official dies, and that thus

arose some of the varieties known to collectors ; and he quotes a detailed

description of several varieties (including the official ones), written by D.

Felipe Garcia Maurino, a Spanish collector, who appears to have devoted

especial attention to these surcharges.

In cataloguing these various types, the Philatelic Society of London has

adopted one method, and M. Moens originated another, -which latter has been

followed by Sefior Maurino, and by the French Society, whose catalogue of

these stamps has just reached me.

The catalogue of M. Moens has the advantage of assigning localities to the

different varieties, but unfortunately Seiior Maurino, who professes to have

made enquiries in the places mentioned, declares that in only one instance are

they strictly correct ; the London Society only localized some of them,

apparently with equal accuracy.

At the risk of making "confusion worse confounded," I venture to adopt

a third method of classification
;
placing first the two types engraved at and

distributed from head-quarters, next to these the local types, which show the

same arrangement of the inscription, and lastly, those which are quite different.

Type I. Inscription in three lines, "Habilitado—por la—nacion,"

with a stop after the last word ; Habilitado, in thin Roman capitals ; Nation,

in thick ditto
;
por la, in smaller capitals, and nearer to Nation than to

Habilitado. This is type A (b) of the London Society in black ; and type i

of M. Moens and of the French Society. It is assigned to the province of

Biscay by the two latter authorities, Madrid by the former ; Sefior Maurino

terms it "the official type par excellence," and states that it was used in

almost all the provinces of Spain, and also in the colonies.

A minor variety, which we may term type I. (a), consists of type I. with-

out the stop after Nacion. Sefior Maurino states that it is simply the result

of a defective electro-type, and from specimens in my possession which were

pronounced genuine by the late Mr. de Ysasi, I am disposed to agree with

him. To the same cause, or to rough usage and heavy printing, are due other

apparent differences in the size, thickness, and shape of some of the letters.

The distinctive mark, however, of this type appears to be the position of the

second line of the inscription, which is manifestly nearer to the third line

than it is to the first ; it may also be noted that there is a distinct space

between por and la, and that a line drawn through the second "i" of

Habilitado and the "i" of Nacion (which are almost exactly one below the

other) passes through this space.

Type II. This shows the inscription arranged in a similar manner to type I.,

but the lettering of the first and third lines is much larger, and the second line

is very nearly in the centre between the other two. This is A (</) of the

London Society, in blue ; and type 2 of M. Moens and his followers ; the

latter assign it to Cadiz, the former to Madrid. Sefior Maurino states that it

was used in the provinces of Andalusia, which include Cadiz, but not Madrid.
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The compiler of the French Society's Catalogue supposes that his type 2

corresponds with B (a) ; but this is evidently not the case, for the latter is

described as " ultra-marine, small capitals." He also mentions three curious

errors : 1, with the upper line of the surcharge deficient ; 2, with the lower

line wanting ; and 3, reading Habiijtado. Nos. 1 and 2 are probably the

result of bad printing, and No. 3, of which there are two specimens in Mr.

Philbrick's collection, is produced by the lower limb of the "1" being

detached from the upright part, and apparently joined to the "i" which

follows it.

It may be noticed in this type, that the lower limb of the "1 " is seldom

found perfect ; in the great majority of specimens the thin horizontal line is

invisible; if at the same time the bottom stroke of the "i" happens to

come out plainly, this error is the result. It is, of course, cpaite impossible

that the "1" should actually be displaced.

Type III. I should place next the so-called Salamanca type ; C. of

the London Society, type 7 of M. Moens ; it closely resembles type I. , but

the "t" and "o" of Habilitado are much narrower, and Por la is in the

centre between the other two lines. Senor Maurifio denounces this type as an

unmitigated forgery, a mere imitation of the official one ; he states further,

that no postage stamps were surcharged at Salamanca in 1868 or 1869, and

that the stamped paper there was surcharged with the die supplied by the

stamp office.

Nevertheless, as all the other authorities agree in cataloguing this variety,

I suppose they have some evidence of its genuine nature.

Specimens of this surcharge may also be found in blue ; they are stated by

the French Society to be reprints ; it is probable that these are type A (c) of

the London Society, catalogued thus in error, whereas they should have been

0(6).

Type IV. This shows the same arrangement as those already described,

but the lines of the inscription are very much wider apart. It is type D of

the London Society, and the third type of M. Moens, &c, by all of which

authorities it is assigned to Valladolid.

Even Senor Maurino acknowledges this to be a genuine variety ; it is only

found on a certain number of the values, and specimens of it seem to be

decidedly scarce.

I now come to several varieties closely resembling one another, and more or

less like type I. The specimens before me have all been pronounced genuine

by Mr. de Ysasi, and are kindly lent to me by Mr. Philbrick and by Mr.

Burnett. Those belonging to the former are some of the first which he

obtained, and he tells me that some of them he took off letters, and others

he purchased for a few pence, so that the surcharge had not apparently given

them any additional value ; these types therefore, or most of them, we

must presume to be genuine local varieties, of which it is evident that there

may be a considerable number, whose value can only be determined by com-

parison with specimens that are known to have done duty on letters.

Type V. This is evidently B (a) of the London Society, as there are

specimens of it in ultramarine, as well as in black. Por la is slightly nearer

to Nation than to Habilitado ; the " p " of por is between the " n " and the

"a" of Nation, and its upright stroke is to the left of that of the "b" of

35**



212 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SPAIN.

Habililado ; the upright stroke of the "1" of la is between "i" and "t" of

Habilitado, and almost clear to the right of the " i" of Nation ; there is no

stop after this latter word.

Type VI. This differs from V. in having the second and third lines more

to the right with reference to the first line ; so that the upright stroke of the

"p" of por is to the right of that of the "b" above it ; that of the "1" of

la is almost exactly under that of the " t " of Habilitado ; and the first

stroke of the "n" of Nation is exactly under that of the "d" in the top

line.

I find several specimens of this type (in black) among Mr. Burnett's stamps,

but none among Mr. Philbrick's.

In considering this type the question arises, Did Mr. de Ysasi, when pro-

nouncing it a genuine variety, recognise it as differing from my type V. ? or

was he deceived by the great likeness between them ?

Type VII. This closely resembles the two last described, in fact it should

almost come between them; it has the upright stroke of the "p" of por

directly under that of the "b" above it, and the first stroke of the "n" of

Nation very slightly to the left of that of the " d " of Habilitado. I find one

specimen of this among Mr. Philbrick's stamps ; it differs only very slightly

from type VI. ; but I think they could not have been printed from the same

die or forme.

Type VIII. This is "F" of the London Society. The word Habilitado is

in distinctly larger capitals than any of the varieties yet described, except

type II., and the "o" is more round in shape. Nation is in small, narrow

capitals, about the same height as those of type I., but decidedly narrower.

This surcharge is found in black and in blue ; it differs very plainly from any

of those I have already described.

We now come to the types showing a different inscription, or a different

arrangement.

Type IX. consists of the words Habilitado por—la Junta—Rebolvcionaria,

in three lines, in black italics. This is A (a) of the London Society, and

type I. of M. Moens.

Senor Mauriflo doubts whether it is in any respect official. He does not

deny that stamps thus surcharged may have passed through the post in 1868

or 1869 ; but he considers it probable that they were made by some private

individual.

Type X. consists simply of the letters H. P. N. in block capitals, enclosed

in an oblong oval, surcharged in black ; it is E (b) of the London Society,

type V. of M. Moens. The French Society catalogues two genuine varieties of

this type. Of this again specimens may be found which undoubtedly did

duty on letters, and it was probably struck by some provincial postmaster,

who happened to have a handstainp bearing these initials, which Senor

Maurino considers originally intended for Hacienda Publica National.

Type XL consists of a double-lined, oblong oval, bearing the words

habilitado—POR la—nacion ; the first and last words above and below,

respectively between the two ovals, and por la within the inner one ; on the

left between the " h " of Habilitado and the first " n " of Nacion is a quatre-

foil ornament. This is E (a) of the London Society, and type VI. of M.

Moens ; it is found in blue only. The illustrations of this type, given in the
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various philatelic publications, all omit the ornament on the left side ; the

only imitations of it that I have seen follow the illustrations in this respect.

Seiior Maurino, however, mentions forgeries which show this detail, and

indeed differ from the genuine in showing it much too plainly.

Type XI. appears to he of equal value with type X. Genuine specimens of

either seem to be very scarce ; but there are forgeries of both to be met with.

Type X. is assigned by M. Moens to Murcia : type XL to Saragossa. Senor

Maurino assures us that neither of them is known in the birthplace given to

it. Of type XL he states that a specimen has been found obliterated with a

number, which is either 41 or 44, and belongs therefore either to San Sebas-

tian or Segovia.

Again there are two varieties of manuscript surcharges on specimens duly

obliterated ; namely, H. p. n. on the 20 c. de escudo of 1867, and Habilitado

por la Nation on the 50 mils, of the same issue ; these, I think, must be

allowed to have been probably made by private individuals. In the mixed

state of affairs going on in Spain at that time almost anything that did not

appear to have been used before would most likely have passed through the

provincial post offices, and these curiosities are probably the handiwork of

some enthusiastic revolutionist or earnest philatelist.

Having thus briefly described the various types, it may be well to consider

them from another point of view. We have seen that there were two varieties

supplied by the stamp office, and that there are various others due either to

the energy of local postmasters, or to that of private persons. Senor Maurino

assures us, and I see no reason to doubt his statement, that comparatively few

stamps were surcharged with any of these types during the years 1868 and

1869, and that most of the specimens in the hands of collectors were sur-

charged subsequently (for collectors only), either with the official handstamps,

or with imitations of thent, or of the semi-official types (if I may so term

them).

Now let us see how far philatelic facts bear out these statements. As far

as my experience goes, and I believe that of other collectors is the same,

genuine specimens of these semi-official types are very scarce ; this is what we

might expect. They were local, and as the localities to which they belong do

not appear to have yet been discovered, no " reprints from the original dies
"

can well have been made at present. Most, if not all, of the specimens of

them known to exist are obliterated (the Salamanca type is an exception to

this ; I have never seen a used specimen of it), showing them to be originals

and not reprints, and also that they were made for use by the public, and not

for the benefit of collectors.

Specimens of the two official types are comparatively plentiful ; this also is

natural, as the dies were distributed all over the country. Unused sets, how-

ever, seem to me to be becoming suspiciously common. They are not reck-

lessly thrown upon the market, but they are to be had by those who are

willing to pay for them. Does it not seem probable that one or two of these

hand stamps, that were sown broadcast at the end of 1868, have fallen into

the hands of some ardent philatelist, who is willing to oblige his friends and

the public with impressions of them for a consideration?

The well-known Spanish philatelist, who used to write under the nom-de-

plurne "Dr. Thebussem," obtained one of each, and impressions from them
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are given in Senor Duro's book. If he could obtain them, probably others

less scrupulous may have done so.

In looking at the history of these stamps, as told in English philatelical

literature, I find that the first mention of anything of the kind is in The

Stamp Collector's Magazine for November, 1868, in which is described a

variety formed by pwnching the Queen's head out of the stamps. In the

number for January, 1869, appears a letter from a correspondent, enclosing a

specimen thus mutilated which he had received on a letter. He says, "You
will perceive that the die with which the head is punched out has not been

cut exactly to the form of the head, but has left some small pieces of hair,

&c." If this description is accurate, the explanation afterwards given in The

Philatelist, to the effect that the story as to the punching out the head arose

from the method of cancellation used in the telegraph offices, can hardly be

correct ; for the cancelling punch only cuts out a comparatively small portion

of the head. Perhaps some of the readers of this magazine may have met

with these mutilated stamps, or perhaps Mr. J. C. AYilson, who exhibited one

thirteen years ago, can still show us a specimen.

The next mention of these revolutionary stamps, and the first mention of

surcharges, is in the S. C. M. for July, 1869. It is there stated that the

words Habilitado por la Nation had been found surcharged on the 12 cuartos

of 1867, and on the 10 c. and 20 c. Cuba of 1869, and the words Habilitado

por la Junta Revolucionaria on the 20 c. d'esco. of 1S67.

In The Philatelist for April, 1870, three more surcharged stamps are

chronicled, on the authority of M. Moens, from whom in fact the English

journals appear to have taken most of their information about these stamps
;

and in the May number of the same periodical unused sets of the then lately

superseded postals are mentioned as having been seen.

In the course of the same year, 1870. the oval varieties of surcharge were

discovered and described, and after that I find nothing more on the subject

until April, 1874, when Mr. de Joannins showed, at a meeting of the London

Society, a pair of the 20 c. d'esco. of 1867, surcharged H. P. X. in pen and ink.

During these years the minor varieties of surcharge appear to have been un-

known, or at all events undescribed ; and I confess I am inclined to agree

with Senor Maurino so far as considering that it is a question which of them
were in existence in 1S68-9, and which of them are of more recent origin.

(To be continued.)

THE POST CARDS OF JAVA,
BY "A POST CARD COLLECTOR."

1S74.

Small-sized card, 122 x SS mm. At top, " Briefkaart
;
" and beneath,

"Adres :" to left, two lines of inscriptions in Javanese ; to right, " Kartoe
Pos ;" and beneath stamp. "Alamat," in Malay. Four ruled lines for

address, the fourth preceded by "te," with translation in Javanese and
Malay. In right-hand upper comer, stamp 'type adhesive, 1869). All within
coloured frame, with small white serpentine line running: through (107 x 73).

Coloured impression on buff. Inscriptions at back, in Javaneseand Malay.

5 c, violet.
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Ya -:~

A. Surcharged, "spectjles" en face. Inscriptions at back=107 mm.
10 mm. between the two inscriptions. Employed as a Field Post Card.

B. Same as A., but "without the surehargT SJ ;

C. Inscriptions at back=10S. 11 mm . between the tw :

.

1575.

Same, but Javanese inscription at back inverted.

5 c, reddish filae.

(Inscripticns at tack=105 mm., with a space of S Trim, between the two.)

1877.

Same as above. Grey imp. on buii.

12| c. grey.

Tar. A. Inscriptions at back=10-5;
with S mm. between the two. Javanese

inscription inverted.

^Tar. B. ^o inscriptions at back.

157;

Same as above.

5 c. bright lilac on straw.

(Javanese inscription inverted- Length. 105 mm. x S mm.)

PBOTISIOXAL CAELD&

1879.

Card, 12* c. Employed as a 5 cent card.

5 :-. :r. 12; :.. grey.

Tar. A. Large " 5 " surcharged on stamp, in dark green.

„ yellow-green.

There are many sub-varieties of this card, differing in the size and shape
of the numeral " 5" used. It exists -sith the surcharge " a reversed, and

"ith double surcharge, having one large "5' sianlar.to above, and an
additional small " 5 " surcharged over the figures " 12j ~ at the bottom of the
;::.r_r.

Tar. B. Surcharged J;
^V n on stamp, in light green.

... .. blue.

A sub-variety of above has the surcharge " 5 cent " in one line, in small

blue capitals. The surcharge ; .- Jf. » is also found reversed.

Tar. C. Surcharged " Tvf ce it " m stamp. The following varieties are

taken from the June number for 15S1 of the _ - - sfe :

1. Surcharged, in red, obliquely iron: t : :rom, and from left fa right
2. „ .. .. from bottom to top, and from right 1

3. in blue „ from bottom to top. and from left to right,

-i. „ .. horizontally.

5. „ .. csed.

6. .. .. vertically from bottom to top.

7. „ in small red lev

„ ., blue capitals, with a hyphen between " Vijf* and
... .

1551.

Same as issue 1S7 ? but Javanese inscription at back is now corrected.

5 c. bright lilac on straw.
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POSTAL UNION CARD.

1879.

Plain, small-sized card (124 x 89). At top four lilies of inscriptions : '

1. Algemeene Postvereeniging.
2. (Union Postale Universelle.

)

3. Briefkaart uit NederlanDsch—Indie.

4. (Carte Postale des Indes Orientales Neerlandaises.)

Three long and two short dotted lines for address. In right-hand upper
corner stamp (type as adhesive). No border. Reverse side plain. Coloured

imp. on light buff.

7\ c, brown.

Variety.—Having the accent in error on the second " e " of " Neerlandaises
"

instead of on the first.

REPLY PAID.

1874.

Same type as single cards. Frame slightly different. Outside frame
instructions—to left, in Javanese ; at top, hi Dutch ; to right, in Malay.

5 c. x 5 c. , reddish lilac on buff".

Varieties.

Var. A. Inscriptions on reverse = 107 mm. Space between inscriptions =
10 mm. Card folded to left. Inscriptions first and third pages.

Var. B. Folded to right. Inscriptions first and third pages. Inscriptions

on reverse = 101 mm. Space between the two = 4 mm.
Var. C. Folded to left. First and third pages. Instructions on reverse =

101 mm. Space between the two = 4 mm.

PROVISIONAL CARD.

1S80.

Surcharged in black. At top outside frame, " Algemeene "—Post
vereeniging ;" inside frame, " (Union Postale Universelle)," " Uit Neder-
landsch-—Indie," (Carte Postale des Indes Orientales Neerlandaises). An
extra stamp of 2^ c. stuck on to make the amount = 7^ c. Reddish lilac

imp. on buff.

5 c. + 2\ c. + 5 c. + 2\ c. , reddish lilac and orange.

Correspondence.

MESSRS. WESTOBY, PHILBRICK, AND MOENS RISE TO REPLY.

To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Sir,—Referring to a letter which appears in your November number from

Dr. Legrand, I find the following passage: "I should add that this stamp

(the two reales, blue, 1851) was found amongst the stock albums of M. Make.

Thus it was found in France, although I had not an opportunity of seeing it

before it crossed the Straits." What can have put this into Dr. Legrand's

head I cannot conceive, as the whole is without the slightest foundation

whatever. The stamp in question was not found in France at all, and never

was in M. Mahe's possession. Doctor Legrand may see this by referring to

the Stamp Collector s Magazine, vol. vi. p. 29.
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On the question of the engraving of the stamps of 1850 I do not feel

myself competent to enter, but I gather from the letter that the Doctor is of

opinion that they were engraved en creux on lithographic stone, but that

they were not printed lithographically, and, he also adds, were not multiplied

by lithographic process. I wish the doctor had supplemented this by saying

how it was done, as the statement appears scarcely consistent with what he

wrote in his essay On the Various Modes of Printing Postage Stamps, for

which he was crowned in 1873. I certainly gather from this essay that

when stamps were engraved on stone, they were multiplied by lithographic

process.

But what is more to be regretted is, that Dr. Legrand takes as an example

a stamp on which he is at variance with many other philatelists. He
instances the 2d. Victoria "Queen on throne" as an example of engraving

on stone, whereas Mr. Pemberton, but a short time before his death, wrote on

veiy good authority that this stamp was '

' engraved on copper-plate of fifty

to the plate," and that the lithograph copies were transfers from this plate.

The instance of stamps engraved on stone a pointe seche are not many, and I

question very much if the 2d. Victoria "Queen on throne " is one of them.

I am, yours, &c,

W". A. S. Westoby.
Ryde, December 9th, 1881.

Sir,—I have read with interest Dr. Legrand's letter of the 9th November,

which appeared in your last number. It gives me pleasure to see the

Secretary of the French Society contributing to the pages of your journal,

and his remarks, even when they fail to obtain entire consent, are always

suggestive, and valuable. On two of the points referred to, I shall be obliged

if you will accord me space for this communication.

First as to the fact that the Spanish stamps of the 1850 issue are litho-

graphed. This, I am glad to see, is no longer in controversy. They are, it

is now agreed on all hands, printed from stone-plates, or lithographed. The

taille-douce theory, which is, of course, impossible for lithography, is, I trust,

finally abandoned. Dr. Legrand, however, now wishes to discuss whether

the lithographic designs were put on the stones by a process akin to engraving,

or by transfer, he supposing them to be engraved en creux, and as an

analogous case, citing the Two Pence of Victoria (Queen on throne). This,

I need hardly point out, is an entirely new question, starting altogether

from a new point of departure.

Now as to engraving on stone, en creux, the phrase is properly used of one

mode of lithography, though the idea it conveys is misleading. This par-

ticular mode is practised by covering the stone with a coat of gum, or varnish,

on which, when dry, the design is executed by hand with an etching needle

(avec une pointe de diamant), precisely the same as in etching on copper. The

stone is not incised, but the results correspond with the clean-cut lines of

the graver. The gum being washed off the surface, the stone, as used for

printing, is clean and polished, as in other modes of lithography. It is

obvious that this system gives as many types as there are stamps, for it is

impossible to avoid minute differences in the handiwork.
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That this method was used in the particular issue of Spain I douht, as th

stamps are all alike, indicating a repetition by a transfer process, and not a

separate hand-engraving of each stamp.

Secondly, the instance of the Two Pence, Victoria, is not, I conceive, the

best one to select. Doubt has always existed about it. Dr. Magnus (no

mean authority on the stamps of Victoria) says, Timbre-Poste, No. 36, p. 92,

and this after consulting competent engraving authorities, that this issue was

engraved on copper, and so does Mr. Pemberton— The Stamp Collector's

Hand-book, p. 254 (2nd edition). Everyone concurs that the later issues were

from lithographic transfers from the original plate, degenerating with

succeeding years. I should rather refer, as an unquestioned instance of

lithography en creux, to the first lithographed series of Trinidad.

But I feel convinced that the Spanish series of 1850 was not, because it

could not, have been so produced ; and I should gladly see Dr. Legrand's

explanation of how, by this method, stamps absolutely like each other in

the row can be produced. Till I am satisfied on this head, I must continue

to believe these Spanish stamps were printed by a transfer from one common

design, or matrix, and reproduced by lithographic transfer.

Dr. Legrand also differs as to Mr. Westoby's famous stamp—the 2 reales,

blue, 1851—which he calls an essay. It never was "in the stock albums of

M. Mahe ;" this assertion of the Doctor's is entirely erroneous. The example

never came from, or was in the possession of M. Mahe. It was found in

England by Messrs. Alfred Smith and Co., of Bath, among thousands of

others. (See Stamp Collector's Magazine, vol. vi. p. 29, 1863.) The mistake

is not very material, only, if Dr. Legrand knows of another copy passing

through M. Mahe's hands, this may help us to a conclusion when traced to

its possessor. The coincidence of paper with that employed for the issue is

not to be disregarded, though I admit it is not per se an infallible proof.

Since Mr. Duro's work has seen the light, I agree with the doctor's con-

clusion that further enquiry is necessary before assigning an exact place to

this most remarkable stamp.

I remain, sir,

Your faithful servant,

Fred. A. Philbrick.
Temple, 6th December, 1881.

Sir,—It perhaps savours of temerity on my part to endeavour to reply to

the letter of Dr. Legrand which appeared in your last number ; but since in

the said letter the good Doctor has deigned to acknowledge—in support of his

own cause, 'tis true—that I am an "authority," this unexpected recognition

emboldens me to enter on a discussion with the chief of the Augurs.

In the first place, it is not the fact that the first printer to the French Society

is the cause of the delays in publishing the Bulletin. This printer, who is

also mine, was not always, perhaps, a model of promptness ; but more often

the delay was chargeable to the Doctor, who sometimes kept the proofs a fort-

night, and even more, and then expected an increase of activity, of which he

failed to show an example, on the part of the printer. But then it is well

known that no irregularity, whatever may be its nature, can be imputed to
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the Doctor, who is a man-pendulum for exactitude, and of papal infallibility

as regards the rest.

However, as I think it right to struggle against a blind faith in these

qualities of the Doctor, it occurs to me to question how it is that the so-called

delays of the first printer can have influenced the second one, who has some-

times taken between nine and ten months to produce a number of the Bulletin!

Is it not possible that some of the delays may be attributable to protracted

gestation on the part of the Doctor ? If I dared to cite an instance, I would

refer {Timbre-Fiscal, No. 70 ; June, 1880) to my endeavours to obtain monthly

a report of the proceedings of the Society, which was only sent to me every

two or three months ! Perhaps it is the first printer who was responsible for

these delays, unless, indeed, it was I, who have become the scape-goat ever

since the worthy Doctor withdrew from me the light of his countenance. But

let me pass on to another subject.

In his letter the Doctor makes us acquainted with the method which he

adopts in compiling the catalogues of the Society, and here we find him in

the very act of fibbing. Let us take, for example, the catalogue of the stamps

of the Duchies of Schleswig and Holstein, the incorrectness of which has

already been criticised as regards the types of the first issue, types which

the Doctor, with superb assurance, declares to arise from retouches. What
do we find given as the dates of issue in this catalogue ?

Holstein

Schleswig

Schleswig-Holstein

Schleswig

Holstein

March, 1864. \\ schilling.

July, 1864. \\ ,, rouletted.

1st April, 1864. 4

1st April, 1864. n „
March, 1865. l, li, 1J, 2, and 4 schillings,

1st Nov. 1865. Ditto

1st Nov. 1865. Ditto

January, 1866. 1| schilling.

(?) 1867. 2

Now, if we refer to the declaration of the Doctor, we find that he had con-

sulted the principal journals written in French. As there are but two

—

L'Ami and the Timbre-Poste—and as the latter is " an authority, " we have a

right to suppose that he would take some notice of what was written in it.

The following are the dates given in the Timbre-Poste, in the numbers for

—

15th March, 1864. Holstein . . 1J schillir>g-

15th April, Schleswig . .4 ,,

15th May, ,, • H „
15th June, ,, Holstein . . 1J ,, rouletted.

15th March, 1865. Schleswig-Holstein. ? ,, (Issued 1st March.)

15th June, ,, li „ ( ,, 1st June.)

15th Sept. U and 2 „ ( ,, 25th April.)

15th October ,, 4

15th October ,, Schleswig, J, 1J, 1£, 2 and 4 „ ( ,, 1st Nov. 1865.)

15th October ,, Holstein, Ditto ,, ( Ditto )

15th March, 1866. • • li „ ( ,, 1st March, 1S66.)

15th March, 1867. 2
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There are thus, as regards dates, eight errors out of twelve statements,

without taking into account the Mandate, of which no mention at all is made.

In this case the Doctor cannot allege that the notice of these stamps barely

occupies two-thirds of a line ; for to some of the issues a column, and even

more, is devoted. Already I seem to see the illustrious Doctor, by way of

justifying his mistakes, turning to my catalogue of 1877, and crying trium-

phantly, " It is here that I found my dates ! " To which I reply that I, in

my turn, took them from the catalogue of M. Mahe, an anonymous work of

Dr. Magnus, which I believed to be a serious one. That, pressed for time, I

had not leisure to examine minutely into all the dates of issue, my manu-

script having been rattled off in less than six weeks, and composed during

the brief space of four or fiv£ months. Besides, the Doctor's catalogue is

given as a scientific work, one on which time has been expended, and not as

one owing its origin to scissors and paste. Frankly, had I not been warned

to look upon this catalogue, so laboriously compiled, as a very mine of

science, I should never have imagined that it was so, and I had even supposed

that the Doctor had taken into collaboration Captain Blaguefort. I may
mention for the beiiefit of those who are not accpiainted with the Captain

that he is the author of the clever articles on " The Stamps of Zanzibar,"

which appeared in the Ami des Timbres of the 20th August and 20th Sep-

tember, 1875, pages 80 and 83 ; and further, that the Captain and Dr.

Magnus-Legrand are one and the same person. His modesty has hitherto

caused the Doctor to keep this fact a secret, and I only now reveal it in order

that he may receive full credit for the laurels which are his just due.

Turning to the question of the first issue of Spain, which the Doctor

declares to have been engraved in tattle-douce, the arguments which he urges

in defence of his assertion are so pitiable that I have hardly the courage to

demolish them. He says that the catalogue of the Society was compiled before

Senor Duro's work, which appeared in May, 1881, was published ; and that,

therefore, he was unable to draw upon its resources. And yet he introduces

a correction from the Timbre-Postc of September, 1881, printed four montlis

later, to the effect that his 8th type of Habilitado is a forgery. And, as the

Doctor knows how to render unto Csesar the things which are Cresar's, he

adds the following lines to his correction :
" It is now proved that this

pretended type is a piece of Italian fancy-work."

With regard to the 2 reals Spain, printed in blue, which the Captain-

Doctor asserts was found in the stock albums of M. Mahe, and which Mr.

Westoby informs me was found in Bath, it would surely have been better to

have refrained from saying anything about whence it came rather than to say

that of which the Doctor could not have been certain.

I now come to the end of the letter (which, to enhance its effect, should

have had the accompaniment of an orchestral tremolo), where the Captain

exclaims, with tears in his voice, "I arraign them (the scoldings) with con-

fidence before the judgment of the two Societies of London and of Paris "

—

parodying the phrase of the comedian

—

" I submit myself to the verdict of history !

"

The Doctor-Captain accuses me of having distorted the comptc-rendu of the

Society in announcing the resignation of the President of the French Society
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at a time when he had only resigned his Presidentship. To this charge I beg

to oppose the most unequivocal denial. I knew, from the best authority, that

the President was about to resign his membership, and I announced it in all

good faith. I had reason to suspect the accuracy of the Captain's compte-

rendu, a record which he is apt to arrange to suit his own views, and the

proof that I was not mistaken in announcing the complete secession of M. A.

de R. is that it followed very closely upon his resignation of the President-

ship. Why, therefore, make so much fuss about a matter which none of the

magazines has ventured to ventilate, with the exception of a German one, and

which, after all, proved nothing but the truth.

As regards the so-called "scoldings of a certain foreign journal," I am
drawn to the belief that they do not admit of refutation, since Captain

Blaguefort has not yet attempted to refute any one of them, although he

profits by the information afforded by my journal ; and I hereby defy the

Doctor and the Captain to prove that anything which I have written is other

than true.
To-day the Society follows him blindly—

So much the worse for it

:

Let's hope that to-morrow 'twill see it's in error

—

So much the worse for him.

J. B. Moens.
Brussels, \2lh December, 1881.

fmetMngs af i\t fjjitafrlic Swifctj flf ffftttom,

The second meeting of the season was held at 13, Gray's Inn Square, on the
19th November, 1881. The Secretary read the minutes of the previous
meeting, which were confirmed, and the correspondence, which included a
letter from the Internationaler Philatelisten Verein, of Dresden, informing
the London Society of its election as Corresponding Society with that of

Dresden, and of the dispatch of a parcel containing a complete file of Der
Philatelist, of Dr. Kloss's catalogue of post-cards, and of a portrait group of

the members of the Dresden Society.—The Secretary was requested to convey
the thanks of the Society to the Internationaler Philatelisten Verein.

Mr. Pearson Hill, proposed by the President, and seconded by the Secre-

tary ; Mr. Jno. H. Tilly, proposed by Mr. Stephenson, and seconded by
Captain Evans ; and Mr. H. Barber, proposed by the Vice-President, and
seconded by Mr. Williams, were unanimously elected members of the
Society.

The business appointed for the day, which was the compilation of a list

of the stamps of Victoria, was then proceeded with.

The third meeting of the season was held at 13, Gray's Inn Square, on the
3rd December, 1881. The Secretary read the minutes of the previous
meeting, which were confirmed, and a note from Mr. Patrick Chalmers,
acknowledging receipt of The Philatelic Record for November, containing a
report of the paper read before the society b}r Mr. Pearson Hill.

The business of the day, the compilation of a list of the stamps of
Victoria, was then proceeded with.

On the conclusion of the business, Mr. Pearson Hill produced a manuscript
diary kept during the years 1839-40, by the late Sir Rowland Hill, and
referring especially to the more important transactions connected with his
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duties at the Treasury in regard to the Post-office. He read the following

extracts from the diary :

" January 13th, 1840. Called on the Speaker of the House of Commons in

consequence of a note which he addressed to Mr. Baring on Saturday ; arranged
with him, and afterwards with the officers of the Houses of Parliament, for a

sort of stamped cover, for the use of the members, and had specimens pre-

pared at the Stationery Office." These are the covers mentioned on page 43

of The Catalogue of the Postage and Telegraph Stamps of Great Britain.

"May 1st, 1840.—Stamps issued to the public to-day (in London) for the

first time
;
great bustle at the Stamp Office. May 2nd.—£2,500 worth of

stamps sold yesterday. May 6th.—At work at 7.50 ; stamps came into use

to-day ; Cole went to the Post-office, and reports that about half the letters

were stamped." Mr. Hill also showed some envelopes, designed and
registered 28th May, 1840, by Henry Tuck of Aldersgate. The flap of

these envelopes is at the end, as in the registration envelopes, but is not
pointed, and only folds over for about half an inch. It was intended to

fasten the flap by means of the stamp, which would be placed just where it is

usually put, and the address of the letter would be written on the same side

of the envelope.

Mr. Williams showed one of the first issued Is. Nevis on unusually stout,

ribbed paper. Mr. Kern showed the first type of Perak stamp ; viz., the

current 2 cents. Straits Settlements, surcharged in black, with an oval

containing a crescent and star above, and the letter P beneath, post-marked
8th October, 1879. The Secretary showed the provisional half-penny stamps
of St. Vincent.

fiotcs autt Cturrtrg.

Correspondents are requested to note that the Editor of The Philatelic

Record will be absent from town until the middle of January.

G. B.—All bad.

Drocer.—The reason why we abstain, as a rule, from minutely

describing the points wherein a forgery differs from the real stamp is, that

we do not care to assist forgers in remedying their mistakes, and making

a more dangerous imitation the next time they set to wrork.

R. J. W.—Not until the middle of January.

W. S.—We hope to repeat it next year.

Uruguay.—A correspondent sends us two 60 centesimos (of the 1859

type, thick numerals), which bear a peculiar black obliteration or sur-

charge, which we invite our readers to explain. The " which is it

"

resembles the oval obliteration which we are accustomed to find on

these stamps. In the upper curve is " admn
- de correos," and in the

lower one, " rep. o. del Uruguay," in Roman capitals. In the centre,

in block letters, is printed " trenta y tres." What does this mean ]

We cannot possibly twist it into signifying the thirtieth of the third

month.

E. D. B. would like to know whether any collector possesses, or has

seen, the 15 cents, brown on buff, Curagoa post card, surcharged I2h

cent, in black ?

Pemberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush, London. W.
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Vol. III. No. 36. JANUARY. 1882.

,ITH this number the third volume of The Philatelic

Record is completed. Our own share in its merits is

so small that modesty need not restrain us from

avowing, as we turn over the back numbers for

1881, that we experience a feeling which approaches

satisfaction. On behalf of our publishers we sin-

cerely thank our now numerous subscribers for their

past support, and we hope that they will stand by our little publi-

cation in the future, and do their best to increase its circulation.

But when we ourselves come to thank the contributors who have

done so much to lighten our task, our gratitude, although less glib,

is none the less sincere. When we look back upon the contributions

of that staunchest of good friends— Captain Evans—and reflect

upon the assistance and counsel we have received from such veterans

as Messrs. Philbrick, Westoby, Moens, Dr. Viner, A Post Card

Collector, and others, we may well be excused if for a moment we
turn aside to "chortle in our glee." We have every reason to believe

that these trusty friends and sturdy philatelists will continue to us

the aid of their pens, and we hope that others will come forward

and add to our strength.

As a frontispiece to Vol. III. we present our readers with a

photograph of Dr. C. W. Viner, one of the vieille garde of philately,

and, to judge from the pertinacity with which his portrait has been

demanded of us, a favourite with the young as well as with the

older generations of collectors.

There is no doubt that a large proportion of those who collected

in times past, and have abaudoned the pursuit, and of those who
are still collecting on a much more extended scale, first marshalled
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their philatelic treasures together in an Oppen's Album. With the

various editions of this album, of which Dr. Viner has just pre-

pared the twenty-fourth, his name is inseparably connected, and has

probably become more widely known than through the other and

far more serious philatelic work which he has done. Indeed, it is

in a great measure to the aid and comfort which Oppen's albums

have afforded to struggling beginners that we attribute the persistent

demand of so many who are personally unacquainted with the

Doctor for his portrait. The original author of Oppen's Album

was, we believe, a German professor. In 1865, when the work had

reached its seventh edition, Mr. Oppen, finding that he had not the

leisure to devote to it, disposed of it to Messrs. Stevens, proprietors

of The Family Friend, who applied to Dr. Gray, of the British

Museum, to undertake the editorship. This Dr. Gray was unable

to do, but recommended Dr. Viner, who assumed the management,

and has since edited some seventeen editions to the satisfaction of

all concerned.

But Dr. Viner's philatelic life commenced much earlier than this.

After collecting stamps for a friend for five years previously, without

having been bitten by the mania, he started collecting on his own

account in the autumn of 1860. In 1862 he assisted the then

celebrated Mount Brown in the compilation of the first catalogue

of postage stamps published hi England, having already made one

for himself, in manuscript, from data gathered from his own and

friends' collections, and from the stamps which he saw in the win-

dows of the then almost unknown Galerie Bortier. In February,

1863, he began to edit the Stamp Collector's Magazine, the first

philatelic periodical of any consequence published in Great Britain,

and we believe that, although he was somewhat reticent of his

signature, he was the author of more than one-third of the whole

contents. When four volumes of this excellent magazine had

appeared, the dissolution of partnership between the proprietors put

an end to his connexion with it. The retiring partner removed to

Brighton, and started the Philatelist under the same able editorship.

Of this periodical ten volumes, embracing the years 1867 to 1876

inclusive, were published. It then made its appearance as a

Quarterly for three years, and is now supposed to be continued as

an Annual, still under the editorship of Dr. Viner. A fresh candi-

date for public favour in the shape of a new philatelic monthly

has just been started, and under the direction of the experienced

Doctor, we have no doubt that it will prove a success. We can
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only regret that, after so many years, our excellent friend should

have seceded from our ranks, have ratted from his party, ceased to

be a philatelist, and become a philotypist ! Although the phila-

telic existence of Dr. Viner is but of the span of some twenty

years, yet his actual summers and winters have, this year, reached

the number somewhat grudgingly allotted by the Psalmist. We
sincerely trust, however, that he has as long a life before him as a

philotypist as he has spent as a philatelist, and that for many years

we may hail his presence at the meetings of the Philatelic Society,

of which he is one of the founders, and one of the oldest members

of the Committee.

]|crui[I%$, J)i$t|0i^m[$, nnt \pms{xkthm.

Antioquia.—We have been shown a stamp, with penstroke

obliteration, which the owner avers has been recently issued in this

portion of the United States of Colombia. Although we have
grave doubts as to its authenticity, we do not feel justified in

passing it over in silence, but rather appeal to our South American
correspondents for authoritative information respecting it. In
design it closely resembles the 20 centavos, blue, New Granada,

issued in 1876, and until lately current. It is, however, more
coarsely executed, and larger in size. In the left curve of the

circle enframing the head, in coloured block letters, is " eb. uu. de
Colombia ; " and in the right what is intended for " correos de
antioquia ; " but the lithographer, having miscalculated his space,

is interrupted by the curved band, inscribed "centavos," after

having got to the letter following " q," which he has made more
like an " o " than a " u." The inscription on the bandeau of the

head of Liberty reads " ibertd," instead of "libertad." These
orthographical freaks excite our suspicion more than the coarse

execution of the stamp, which is in this respect about equal to the

current 2| and 5 centavos of Antioquia, and certainly far better

than the Corrientes. Shape, upright rectangular ; coloured litho-

graphic impression, on white laid paper ; imperforate.

20 centavos, pale reddish-brown (?).

Barbados.—A provisional One Penny card is, for the moment,
in circulation, which is almost a reproduction of the one which Ave

described in October last. The inscriptions are the same ; but

those who search for minute differences will find that in the card

before us there is a full stop after each of the words "universelle.

Barbados, and barbade.," but none after " Side," where the only

full stop on the l£d. card is to be found. There are other slight
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differences in the printing, and the line under "The address

only," &c, is much thicker, and the card 'itself

is smaller. Our correspondent informs us that

it was first issued on the 8th December, and is

only available for the following places; viz., St.

Vincent, Grenada, Trinidad, Tobago, St. Lucia,

Dominica, Martinique, and Guadeloupe. It is

franked by the current Id. blue adhesive placed

in the right upper angle.

Provisional Post Card. Without expressed value. Black on stout white

card. Size, 115 x 78 mm. ; or 4^ x 3fb inches.

We illustrate the stamp on the card we described last month.

Bhopal.—We have received the following adhesives similar in

design to the second

issue for this state, but

rather larger.

^f o -
: o .

<-.->s5 1 anna, brown.

K\ M^!^ C
^ W 2 „ blue-black.

4 ,, yellow ochre.

Bolivar.—This,
according to the Tim-
bre-Poste, is the design

for the twohigh values
about to be issued. M. Moens is not yet in a position to state

what the colours will be ; but most of the ten proofs which he
has seen of these stamps, which are of the values of 5 and 10
Pesos, are in two colours.

British Guiana.—The old issues of this colony form a mine
from which unexpected treasures are yet to be unearthed. Com-
paratively few of our readers have ever heard of the existence of

a One cent, brown, of the same design, and probably issued at the

same time, as the large, oblong, magenta and blue Four cents

stamps of 1856. And yet we have excellent reasons for "chronic-

ling the existence of this stamp, a specimen of which is, we
understand, in the collection of M. de Ferrari. We shall be glad

if this gentleman will give some account of this rarity for the

benefit of the many collectors who are as enthusiastic, but in many
respects less highly favoured than he is.

Adhesive. 1 cent, brown, on papier couche ? Shape, large oblong
;
probably

used in 1856.

Cabul.—Our illustrations represent the three stamps to which
we referred in October last.
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Canada.—In speaking of the 1 c. newsband last month, we
should have said that we had seen it on white, instead of on huff

paper, whereas we said the reverse.

Cape of Good Hope.—Dr. Viner informs us that this colony

is now in possession of a newspaper wrapper. The stamp is to the

right, and consists of the profile of Her Majesty, to left, within

an oval frame inscribed in coloured letters, "cape op good hope—
one penny." The wrapper bears the usual inscription, "This
wrapper," &c.

Neivsband. Id., brown on buffi

Ecuador.—The accom-
panying cuts represent two
more values of the new
issue for Ecuador. M.
Moeus, in sending us the

illustrations, does not say

whether the stamps are as

yet in circulation.

Aclhesives. 1 centavo, brown.
50 ,, green.

Fiji.—A one shilling stamp is in our possession, which if it be

not a postage stamp, at any rate franked a letter arriving by last

mail. It bears the profile portrait of Her Majesty, to left, on
ground of horizontal lines, enframed by a white circle, which
nearly touches the side borders of the stamp. Above the circle is

" fiji,' and below it " one shilling " in white block letters. The
spandrels are filled in with arabesques, and an outer line forms the

border and completes the design. The stamp is of a tall, upright,

rectangular shape, on medium white wove paper. The perforation

of our copy is so much damaged that we can only guess it to gauge
about 10.

Adhesive. Is., brown.

French Colonies. New Caledonia.—Last month we copied

from the Timbre-Poste an announcement that three other pro-

visional 25 centimes, in addition to the one surcharged on the 35 c,

had been employed in this colony. Whilst we were in Paris the

other day, M. Poussin received a letter from the Postmaster of

New Caledonia assuring him that no other than the 35 c. stamp
had ever been surcharged. And yet we saw, also in Paris, the

30 c. bistre surcharged " nce 25 c," on the envelope which it had
franked, and which bore the New Caledonia obliteration and post-

mark of August last. We can therefore vouch for the genuineness

of this stamp.

Grenada.—Two more De La Rue West Indian post cards

!

They have four lines of inscription. 1st, "union postale
universelle;" 2nd, "Grenada (la grenade);" 3rd, "post card,"

the two words separated by the Royal Arms; 4th, "the address
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only," &c. Stamp of the inevitable type with " Grenada "

upper label. Keverse side plain.

P. Cards. Id., blue ) on light buff card. Size, 122x87 mm
lid., red-brown } 4| x 3f inches.

Guatemala.—A corre-

spondent writes us : "I have

!K5*2«^x^ ) it upon pretty good authority

that forged surcharges upon
Guatemalan are likelyto come
on the market from Man-

^ Chester." Verbum sap. Our
illustrations represent the

rl?S§«syE*^5g3J < new values described by us
t-r^r^r^^^r^.^ l ast month.

in the

; or

Hawaiian Islands.—We are indebted to Mr. Cheveley for the

following information : "A correspondent in Honolulu writes that

on the 1st inst. these islands enter the Postal Union, and a fresh

series of stamps will be issued ; viz. :

" 1 cent, blue. Bust of Princess Likelike.

5 ,, ,, Same as now in use.

10 ,, black. Portrait of King Kalakana.
15 ,, red-brown. Bust of Kapiolani, the present Queen.

" The followiug postal cards will also be issued

:

" 1 cent, red. For inter-insular use.

2
,

, black. View of Diamond Head.
3 ,, green. Puloulou and Torches crossed."

Honduras.—Mr. Joseph J. Casey informs us that post cards

have been issued by this republic of the values of 2 and 2 + 2

centavos for inland correspondence, and of 3 and 3 + 3 for the

Postal Union. As Mr. Casey says that the design of the stamps

is the same as those already described, we presume he means that

they are of the same type as the current adhesives. We will

reserve a further description of these cards until we have seen

them, merely adding that the 2 centavos are printed in red on
chamois, and the 3 centavos in blue on white card. Size 140 x 90 mm.

Hong Kong.—The One Dollar " Stamp Duty " fiscal has been

pressed into the postal service. This stamp is somewhat similar in

design to the Two Dollar, sage-green, fiscal, which used to frank
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correspondence, but is minus the Etruscan border, besides differing

in other respects.

Provisional. 1 dollar, blue, fiscal, used for postage. Wink. cc. and
crown

;
per/. 15.

India.—A new value is now in circulation. Within an
ornamented oval, which almost touches the side borders of the

stamp, is the profile, to left, of Her Majesty, on ground of

horizontal lines. Above and beneath the oval are coloured labels,

inscribed in white block letters, " india postage" above and "one
anna six pies " below. The spandrels are filled in with con-

ventional ornaments. Shape, upright rectangular, coloured im-

pression on Avhite surfaced paper.

Adhesive. 1 anna 6 pies, chocolate; wmk., an ill-shaped 5-rayed star;

per/. 14.

Italy.—The Postal Union Cards were issued in this kingdom
on the 1st January. They differ from the last issued 10c, brown,
on white card, head of king Humbert, only as regards the colour

of the card and the inscription, which is now in three lines ; viz.,

1st, " UNIONE POSTALE UNIVERSALE ;
" 2nd, " CARTOLINA ITALIANO

per l'estero;" 3rd, "centesimi dieci." The third line on the

second half of the reply card reads, " risposta—dieci centesimi."

P. Cards. 10c.) brown, on pale green card. Size, 138 x 81 up.
;

,, 10 x 10 c
j

or 5f x 3f inches.

Java.—The current 2 cents is changed in colour to a bright

burnt-sienna.

Mexico.—That the black and the more lately-current coloured,

lithographed Porte de Mar stamps are now obsolete, may be concluded

from the fact that the remainders have been sold by the Post-office,

and may now be bought for a fraction of their face-value. But
Porte de Mar stamps are not extinct for all that. Messrs. Whit-
field, King, and Co. send us part of a letter with two new stamps

upon it. In size they are smaller than the coloured issue lately

current, and about the size of the run of postage stamps. Within
an oval are the numerals of value, on ground of horizontal lines,

with a small white five-rayed star above, and "centavos," in thin

coloured block letters, in curve beneath. The oval, which does

not touch the top, bottom, or sides, is somewhat pointed at the

ends, and is inscribed, in thin coloured block letters, " correos .

de . Mexico " in the upper, and " porte . de . mar " in the lower

curve, the two inscriptions being separated by a minute eight-rayed

star and two dots on either side. The spandrels are filled in with

conventional ornaments, and the border is formed of a single line.

Shape upright rectangular. Engraved coloured impression on white

wove paper.

Porte de Mar adhesives.
j
,„„ ' '' i,i„;i_ ' \imperf.

New Granada.—We are indebted to the kindness of Mr.
Bogert for two new adhesives of exactly the same design as that
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of the 5 centavos which we illustrated in November last. The
stamps are printed in black, on coloured paper.

Adhesivcs. 1 centavo, black, on pale green ) . - .

9
. ' i e imperforate.

1> * >) )> )> i use J

Mr. Castle informs us that he possesses the 5 centavos card, which
we described in April last, on white card. The Welt Post

chronicles the same card on dull yellow.

Paraguay.—M. Moens thus describes the cards which have
just been lithographed at Buenos Ayres by Mr. Kraft for the

government of Paraguay: "They are four in number, two Bingle

and two reply paid.

They are all of

one size—132 x 77
mm.—and printed

on white card. The
stamp is in the

right upper angle

(except on the 2

centavos,which has

it in the cent re),and
differs with each

value. The upper
portion of the card

is occupied by a

scroll, inscrihed
' TARJETA POSTAL.'

A second, undula-

ting line of type,

following the out-

line of the scroll,

reads,En esteft •ente

de escribe la direc-

tion a la vuelta que

se quiera comuni-
The 3 centavos card, as well as the reply paid ones, have

the following three-lined inscriptions ; viz. :

" 'UNION postal universal.'
" ' KEPUBLICA DEL PARAGUAY.'
" ' TARJETA POSTAL.'

car.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE.'
" 'REPUBLIQUE DU PABAGUAY.'
" 'CARTE POSTALE.'

" Then follow four lines for the address, the first preceded by A,
the second by en, and the third and fourth being shorter than the
others. Below, in the left lower angle, is De Este lado se escribe
la direction, and in the right one La comunicacion se escribe al
reverso. The reply paid cards are precisely similar, save that the
second half has the word Itespuesta in the upper part. They are
joined along the top, and when opened the impressions are one
below the other.

P. Cards. 2 centavos,

3

lilac,

blue.

P. Cards. 4 + 4 centavos, brown.
6 + 6 ,, sage-green.
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Persia.—We have received the 2 and 10 shahi postal service

stamps to which we referred last month. They are of the same
design as those which we have already described.

Service Stamps. 2 shahi, dark green ; deep carmine centre.

,, 10 ,, purple blue.

Portuguese Indies.—To the list of provisionals we have to

add this month :

1 Tanga, black surcharge on the 25 reis, mauve, crown in circle series.

2 ,, ,, ,, 25 ,, ,, ,,

2 ,, ,, ,, 40 ,, yellow

South Australia.—Our cut represents the

provisional stump which we described in Oc-

tober last. If it is a genuine thing, which we
see no reason to doubt, it must have 1 n in use

for ;i very short time, for we have seen none

since receivingthe specimen which we cbronicled.

St. Salvador.—Mr. J. M. Chute sends us

the current 2 centavos, printed in a deep claret

colour.
rion_rv a. rv.<v/\-twt3

St. Vincent.—We have to credit the account of this island

with another provisional. This time it is the sixpence of 1880

o^vrv^-uww^ vrith the value obliterated by a black bar,

< Ep5IIEHipj|^ immediately above which is printed, in black

block letters, '•one penny." The surcharge is

17.1 mm. in length, and the letters are 2 mm.
high. The spi cimen before us is postmarked
2nd December. The current One Penny is

changed in colour to drab, and the Fourpence
has been reprinted, with the prevailing irregular

rough perforation, in a bright ultramarine blue.

provisional Id. described last month.

Provisional. 1<! , surcharged in Mack on the 6d. bright green of June, 1880.

AcUu sives. id., dral

We illustrate tb

4d. , bright ultramarine I

current wmJc. and. perforation.

Spain.— After an unusually long pause we
are presented with, nol a new issue, but three

new values, all of the type depicted in our

illustration.

AdJiesivcs. 15 centimos, orange-pink ) colrcl impres.,

,, 30 ,, mauve on \\ Kite wo\ <

75 ,, lilac \ paper;//" rf.l'i.

An esteemed correspondent sends us the new post cards, which
were issued on the 1st instant. They are similar in design to those

which they superseded, but bear a stamp of the type of the new
adhesives described above, whilst the coloured groundwork of the
old cards has now disappeared. The reply paid card is joined along
the top, and the inscriptions are on the first and fourth pages.
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When open the two cards are on the same side, but reversed

towards each other. There is an additional line of inscription

outside the frame, in the left lower angle, viz. :
" La otra tarjeta es

para la contestacion" on the first half, and " Contestacion pagada"

on the second half.

Post Cards. 10 centimos, chalky-blue on buff.

,, 15x15 ,, sage-green ,,

Switzerland.—We should think that the current stamps of

this republic, printed as they are in relief, and well watermarked,

must be as difficult to forge as any we know of. But yet the

Government have sought further safeguards. Into the pulp of

which the paper used for the stamps is made, small red and blue

fibres of silk, wool, or some other textile stuff

are introduced. Of the current values treated

in this May we have seen the 2, 5, 10, 15, 25,

and 50 centimes. M. Moens mentions the

1 franc.

TroniSO.— Here is another of these trashy

labels, which according to the Welt Post was

to make its appearance on the 1st January.

2 ore.

Turk's Islands.—We regret to find that some remarks which

we made last month under this heading have wounded the

susceptibilities of our esteemed confrere M. Moens. We felt a

little sore that he should harp upon the authenticity of a stamp
which we had seen, and for which Ave had vouched. He explains

to us that he had not noticed our assertion that we had actually

examined the stamp ; and we for our part have no hesitation in

avowing that, although M. Moens may have been momentarily

deceived by the black Id. Victoria, there are few philatelists who
are so seldom led astray. Indeed, in our experience, he more often

errs on the side of scepticism than on that of gullibility.

United States.—Mr. Joseph J. Casey writes us :
" A new die

for the 3 cents envelope has appeared. If ugliness is the criterion

of excellence, the Plimpton Company deserves the palm. This

company has been noted for its caricatures, as displayed in the

envelopes. To-day it caps the climax. The new die is wretched

in lettering and finish, and as for the portrait of Washington, the

less said the better. The specimen is from the No. 5 size, on white

paper."

Victoria.—Mr. J. M. Chute, of Boston, U.S., sends us a

stamp cut from the current One Penny envelope, which differs from

all the others with which we have been able to compare it, inasmuch
as, in addition to the plain white lines of the oval, there are wavy
ones above and below the inscription " one penny," which join on
to the reticulations in the lower curve of the oval. The pattern of

the reticulation is also slight!}' different. We presume that the die

has been retouched.
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CONCERNING THE SPANISH 2 REALES OF 1851.

BY J. B. MOENS.

The Philatelic Record having revived the question of the Spanish 2
reales of 1851, imprinted both in orange and in blue, I should like to be
allowed to add ray quota to the discussion.

Availing myself of some information which I received at that time from
Sehor Argiles, I wrote an article on the subject in No. 192 of the Timbre-
Poste, December, 1878, and I then gave the end of the year 1851 as the date

when this stamp was issued, owing to a change having been made in the postal

rates. I have since learned from the same correspondent, Seiior Argiles,

that the creation of this stamp was the result of a postal treaty concluded

between Spain and Sardinia, which was to have come into operation on the

8th October, 1851. Having since succeeded in procuring a copy of the said

treaty, I am able to confirm the statement that the postage on registered

letters was fixed at 8 reales for a weight of four adarmes, and that this rate

was to have been levied from the 8th October, 1851.

Had I previously been acquainted with the text of this treaty, and had I

been able to avail myself of other documents which are to be found in the
work of Sehor Duro, I should certainly not have concurred with Sehor
Argiles in stating that the 2 reales had been created for the purpose of

defraying the new rate. The issue of an 8 reales stamp would have served
the purpose better than one of 2 reales, inasmuch as with it the employment
of two stamps would have been unnecessary.

I gather from Dr. Legrand's letter, in your journal for November, that he
rallies to the opinion which I based upon Sehor Argiles' information, and
that he agrees with the two authorities * in fixing as the true date of issue

the 8th October, 1851. But unfortunately, as I shall now be able to show,
this date is a wrong one.

The inventory of the stamp on hand on the 31st December, 1S50, says
Sehor Duro in his excellent work, Resena Historico-Descriptioa de los

Sellos de Correo de Espana, gives, as being in existence at that time, a
balance of 13,600 stamps of 2 reales. This so-called balance simply
represents the entire impression intended for use in the year 1851, and not
fine appertaining to the series of stamps of 1850, in which no such value can
be traced or ever existed. Even supposing that the 2 reales had been
wanted in 1850, it cannot, as it was not issued hi that year, be classed as one
of its values any more than the 12 cuartos attributed to 1S57, which was
never, and very properly so, included in the accounts.

Any one who will take the trouble to consult the various inventories pub-
lished by Sehor Duro, and notably that of December, 1S59, may be convinced
that the impressions of stamps intended to be issued in January always
figure in the accounts of the preceding year. Whence it results that if the
2 reales were printed before the 31st December, 1850, they were necessarily
issued together with all the other values in January, 1851.

With regard to the 2 reales blue of 1851, I agree this time with Dr.
Magnus, and adhere to my opinion that this stamp is an essay, and not the
result of an error. The following are the reasons which have led me to form
this opinion : The official statements of account point to the use of 1,432
stamps up to the 31st December, 1851, out of the one impression of 13,(J00,

which was in existence on the 31st December, 1850. It was not therefore
wear of the plate which could have necessitated the preparation of a second
one, and at the same time of another of the 6 reales which might contain a
die of the 2 reales. Neither could the error have occurred at starting ; for
supposing that amongst the 10,8G0 stamps of 6 reales which were sold, one
of 2 reales was found on each sheet, there should be at least 10S of these

* I scarcely recognize myself as an authority after being an "animal" and an
" imbecile."
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errors to be met with, a number which appears to be reduced to the sole and
unique specimen in the possession of lucky Mr. Westoby. Nor is it probable
either that the 2 reales was ever specially printed in blue ; for in that case

many more specimens would have been produced than in the case just sup-
posed, and such an impression could hardly have been used unless several had
been printed off.

I am therefore still of the opinion which I expressed in No. 192 of the

Timbre-Poste, that this 2 reales blue must be classed amongst the tentative

proofs (tirage de mise en train) which always precede the final impression,

and that the obliteration which is found on Mr. Westoby's specimen is owing
to the fact that in 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1S53, all the stamps which remained
unsold on the 31st December of each of these years were defaced with the
handstamps usually employed to obliterate stamps on the letters of the
public, a system of defacement which was abandoned in 1S54 in favour of

the horizontal bars.

P.S.—Just as I have finished this paper I have been able to find in the
Timbrophile, October, 1868, page 387, the passage which I recollected with-
out being able to lay hands on. This is it: "Spain, Mr. W." (I suppose
Westoby) "has shown us a most curious error. It is the 2 reales of 1851,

printed in blue, of a shade exactly the same as that of the 6 reales, the
value which it was, no doubt, intended to print. The stamp bears the

quadrilobal obliteration with lance points."

Even if we had not Mr. Westoby's assertion to the contrary, no more con-
vincing proof than the above is necessary to show that his stamp did not

come from France, as asserted by the Doctor, who in this respect is as care-

less as his compatriots, one of whom recently announced that the Queen of

the Belgians was present, with her son, the t'omte de Flandres, at the first

performance of Herodiade.

THE RECENT PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AT VIENNA.

It had been our intention last month, but for the pressure of other matter,

to have made some reference to the Philatelic Exhibition which was held in

Vienna from the 13th to the 20th of November last, under the auspices of

the Vienna Philabelisten Club. Although the subject is staler this month
than if we had treated of it in our last number, yet we feel sure that there

are many of our readers who will hear of it for the first time to-day. The
November number of the philatelic organ of Vienna

—

Die Welt-Post—is
devoted to the celebration of this exhibition, and as the special correspondent
we had fixed upon to represent us upon the occasion was borrowed from us

by the Foreign Office, and entrusted with an important diplomatic mission,

we have had to fall back upon the paper edited by Heir Friedl, to whom we
hereby acknowledge our obligations for the information we have derived from
it.

The exhibition number of the Welt-Post starts with a portrait and
biography of Herr Von Kamler, who. the son of a subaltern post-officer, has
attained to the position of Chief Director of Posts and Telegraphs at Vienna.

This gentleman was ottered, and accepted, the functions of patron of the

exhibition. Dr. Moschkau then gives a brief history of postal franks,

beginning with a somewhat mythical cover, supposed to have been authorized
by Charles II. of England, to frank the correspondence of his court and of

his chief officials—passing on to the covers decreed on August 8th, 1653, for

the local correspondence of Paris—adverting to the Sardinian stamped covers

said by the Doctor to have been in use from 1819 to 1836, and coming finally

to the days of Rowland Hill. We learn from Dr. Moschkau that over

2,000 essays were submitted for the approval of the British authorities, and
that from these the Mulready covers and envelopes and the stamps designed

by Lord Lonsdale (sic) were selected.

The next article, also by Dr. Moschkau, treats of the rise and progress of
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philately. He says :
" It was in the latter half of the fifties that it first

became known in Germany that used postage stamps were being collected in

England. Whilst France and Belgium took up the hobby at once with
enthusiasm, Germany held back, and it was not until 1S6'0 that she threw
herself zealously into the movement. Although England appears to be the

mother-country of stamp collecting, it was in Belgium that the pastime was
first erected into a science, towards the fostering of which Germany has
since greatly contributed. To the budding science France gave the name of

Timbrology, England that of Philately, the latter being day by day more
generally adopted.

"

In another article Dr. Moschkau gives an account of what led to the
getting up of the exhibition. The honour of the conception he awards to

Herr Friedl, whose first suggestion was that the exhibition should be confined

to the collections of members of the Philatelisten Club, should be held at

their place of meeting, and last for one night only. But the idea grew and
expanded ; a guarantee fund for the defrayal of expenses was raised ; a
committee, with Dr. Moschkau as secretary, was appointed ; and, after it had
been decided to hand over the profits of the exhibition to the fund for

assisting sick and decayed post-officers and letter-carriers, Herr Von Kamler
consented to patronise the show. Dr. Moschkau descants feelingly upon the
labours and anxieties which whitened the locks of the committee ere they
succeeded in carrying through the mission they had undertaken. He tells

us how they engaged the hall of the Horticultural Society for the exhibition,

prepared and signed tickets of admission, distributed them for sale amongst
the various post-offices and tobacco shops in Vienna, corresponded with the
exhibitors, had numberless interviews with the authorities, with the view to

inducing them to contribute exhibits, and superintended the arrangement of

the hall, and of the various collections and articles sent for exhibition. All

this, and much more, gave the committee such trouble as only the great
success of the undertaking could ever have repaid.

Then Dr. Moschkau gratifies us with biographies of the members of the

committee, who all appear, apart from their connection with philately, to be
great little men in their own country, and to be possessed of a sprinkling of

those iron crosses and stars of the baser metals from which even the best-

conducted citizens in Germany seem unable to escape.

At last the eventful day—the 13th November, 1881—arrived. At 8 a.m.

the committee were at then posts to see that all was hi order, and to give

their final instructions to the scpiad of letter-carriers who officiated as

attendants. At 9 o'clock—early worms these Viennese—the doors were
thrown open, and at 9.30 Herr Kamler, the patron, made his appearance,
endured a speech from Herr Reitz, president of the Philatelisten Club,

retorted with another, and then, to the immense relief of those who had
already paid their kreuzers to get in, solemnly declared the exhibition to be
open. On the second day of the exhibition its crowning glory was attained

to. It was visited by His Imperial Highness the Lord Archduke Carl

Ludwig, brother to His Majesty the Royal Imperial Apostolic Emperor of

Austria. He was at once taken in hand by the committee, and had his nose
gently rubbed against the most noteworthy of the exhibits. Amongst these

was a large double-headed eagle, artfully built up out of postage stamps by
Herr Schmachel, who for this empyrean philatelic flight appears to have
received "honourable mention" from the jurors. But what fetched His
Royal Highness most were the Siamese postage stamps belonging to Herr
Friedl. - Now, in our humble opinion, this was playing it rather rough on
II.R.H. Having had the advantage of being brought up by Tory parents
in a due reverence for the great ones of the. earth, and a shuddering distaste

for anything which savours of Radicalism, we most distinctly reprobate

the playing off of jokes upon a Ilapsburg, in connection with any Siamese
stamps at present issued, even on a 1st of April, and much more so on a
14th of November. Not even the subsequent presentation to II.R.II. of a
copy of Midler's "Postage Stamp Polka," and of a photograph of Herr
Friedl's "all-round-the-world-in-81-days" post-card, can remove the painful

impression which this unseemly waggishness, at the expense of unsuspecting
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royalty, causes us. And yet the worst remains to be told. The Archduke
was offered and, with the rash valour which distinguishes the scions of his

house, drank, a glass of liqueur, made by one Max Pollak, and called " The
Philatelist's Sanatory Stomach-warmer." All too late, the unhappy Archduke
anxiously enquired into the nature of its ingredients, and then—retired.

We refuse to believe in the report, that to family and internecine feud is to

be attributed his having sent the Archdukes Rainer and Eugene to see the

exhibition before it closed. We are glad, before dismissing the subject of

the visitors, to be able to state, upon Dr. Moschkau's authority, that a fair

sprinkling of the aristocracy of Vienna, and about 8,000 creatures of lesser

rank, visited and derived instruction from the exhibition.

The exhibits were classified into seven groups. Group I. consisted of a

collection of philatelic literature, which embraced thirty-one volumes of

stamp periodicals; viz., five English, thirteen German, two French, eight

American, and one Roumanian. Ninety single numbers of periodicals ; viz.,

nineteen German, three Austrian, one Swiss, two Belgian, one Roumanian,
two French, four Danish, four Italian, twenty English, twenty-eight American
in English, two American in Spanish, and four Australian. Fifty catalogues

and hand-books ; viz., twenty-eight German, eleven English, eight French,
two American, and one Swedish, besides other light literature of a similar

description. Group II. comprised collections in albums. The most remark-
able of these was Herr Carl Mayer's, which contained no less than 4,200
stamps, including several rarities. The album of Royal Imperial Post-officer

Alexander Paule is also noticed as containing 1791 stamps, and being clean.

Group III. was built up of special rarities, guarded by glass cases, such as

the two Austrian cards belonging to Herr Friedl, one of which made the
circuit of the world in 71 and the other in 87 days. A case shown by Herr
Krauss contained the most primitive of native issues, placed in juxtaposition

,

with the greatest triumphs of the stamp engraver's art. Here also was the
allium belonging to the Vienna General Post Office, with specimens of all

the postage and telegraph stamps, envelopes, cards, &c, ever issued in

Austria. Close by was Dr. Von Beck's collection of postage and fiscal stamps,

for the most part surcharged " specimen," all manufactured by the firm of

Messrs. De La Rue & Co., of London. Then came Dr. Moschkau's exhibit

of stamps, feld-post cards, envelopes, mandats, balloon-letters and stamps
issued by the Paris Communists (we are awfully sorry to have missed seeing

these), illustrating the rise and progress of the Franco-German war of 1^70.

In Group IV., thanks to the kindness of the managers of the State printing-

office, the process of manufacturing postage stamps could be watched. The
authorities had prepared a plate of the Austrian issue of 1850 by erasing the

value and substituting the date 1881. From this plate stamps were printed

in blue, perforated and gummed in the presence of the onlookers, to whom
they were presented as a memento of the exhibition. Group V. contained
exhibits of telegraphic apparatus, also kindly lent by the authorities. Group
VI. comprised a collection of works on the Post and Telegraphs, as dis-

tinguished from philatelic literature from the collector's point of view. The
contents of Group VII. were admittedly heterogeneous. Amongst them we
note a portrait of the Duchesse de Longueville, " inventor of the first frank
envelope used in Paris in 1653;" a portrait of Sir Rowland Dill ; four letters

of Sir Rowland Hill magnificently framed, one of them addressed to Dr.
Moschkau, and the others presented to him by their writer; double-headed
eagles and mosaics formed of postage stamps, by Herren Schmachel and
Exist ; a dozen bottles of Max Pollak's Philatelic Liqueur, &c.

It must not be supposed that because we have not succeeded throughout
in writing of this exhibition in the lofty strain at which we aimed when
starting we do not sympathize very sincerely with those who conducted it,

and with the objects which they had in view. It seems to have been a good
thing well done, more especially when we consider that it is the first

exhibition of the kind which has been attempted. We congratulate the
committee of the Philatelisten Club of Vienna on the "splendid success"
which they claim to have achieved, and we hope the next time they under-
take anything of the sort that " we may be there to see."
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THE POST CARDS OF CURACAO AND SURINAM,
BY "A POST CARD COLLECTOR."

CURACAO.
July, 1S76.

Small-sized card, 120 x 90 mm. At top, " Briefkaart " four dotted Hues for

address, the first preceded by "Aau," and the fourth by "te." In right-

hand upper corner, stamp (type adhesive, 1873). All within coloured frame,

with small white serpentine line running through it (107 x 74 mm.) Coloured
impression on buff.

15 c, red brown.

1877.

Same as above. No stamp.
No value. Green and light yellow-green.

PROVISIONAL CARD.
1S77.

Issue July, 1 876 ; surcharged in black.
" 12| c." Length of surcharge 31 mm., height 6| mm.

12J c. surcharged in black on 15 c. card.

(This card is taken from the catalogue of Dr. Kloss, where we find it given.

We have never seen it, nor did we know of its existence.)

1877.

Same type as July, 1876.

A. 12J c, orange on buff.

B. 12| c, orange on straw.

1879-80.

Curacao having been admitted into the Postal Union, the above cards were
surcharged 7^ cent.

A. 7| c, surcharged in black on the 12| orange on buff.

B. 7£ c. , surcharged in black on the 12^ orange on straw.

SURINAM.
July, 1876.

Small-sized card (120 x 90 mm.) At top, " Briefkaart." Four dotted lines

for address. The first preceded by " Aan," and the fourth by " to." In right-

hand upper corner, stamp (type adhesive, 1873). All within coloured frame,
with small white serpentine line running through it (107 x 74 mm.) Coloured
impression on buff.

15 c, grey.

1877.

Same as above. No stamp.
No value. Carmine.

1877.

Same as July, 1876.

12£ c, yellow.

1878-80.

Surinam having been admitted into the Postal Union, the above cards were
surcharged 7^ c. The following varieties are known :

7j cents, surcharged in black on the 15 cents card.

7? „ „ green ,, 15 cents card.

7£ „ ,, black „ 12i cents card.

12£ „ ,, black ,, 15 cents card.
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(jBovrcspoutreuce.

THE STAMPS OF MACAO.
To the Editor of " The Philatelic Record."

Sir,—Referring to your remarks in the last number of the Record respecting

the stamps of Macao, I beg to say that I know of the following values ; viz.,

5 reis black, lOreis orange, 20 reis ochre, 25 reis rose, 40 reis blue, 50 reis green,

100 reis lilac, 200 reis dark orange, and 300 reis brown. I wonder that
philatelists should doubt them. If you like, I will send them for your in-

spection. Their authenticity is beyond suspicion.—Yours, &c.
St. Petersburg, 18-30 December, 1881. F. Breitfuss.

[We have never doubted the existence of a set of labels such as our cor-

respondent describes. Most of us have been offered them from time to time.
But what has been vehemently doubted, and with good reason, is, that they had
any value other than as essays. These stamps have been known for years,

and yet who has seen used specimens of them I If they have been used,
surely specimens must find their way to Portugal, and yet we hear of a
Portuguese dealer asking £S for a used copy of the 10 reis ! It is not much
more than a year ago since the writer applied to one of the government
officials at Hong Kong to procure him a set of these stamps. All he got was
a very civil note from the Postmaster at Macao, regretting his inability to

supply stamps which had never been issued to him.—En.]

Notes autr €tuevtes.

J. M. C, Boston.—Some of the varieties you send us are older than the
Record, and are well known to most collectors. No. 1 is well known ; the
second "o" is a badly-formed "q" 2. We have no room for frank stamps.
Nos. 3 to 5. The first difference occurs in several stamps on the sheet. The
third stamp is a forgery. 6. Discoloured. 7. These stamps exist with
groundwork of horizontal and of vertical lines. Yours is forged, and very
well done too. 8 and 9. Very common shades. 10. Noticed in the Record
last month; will be included in next edition of catalogue. 11. 2 shahis,

black, of 1877. 12. Any number of varieties exist. Look at the Is. 13. We
note the 2 c. There are almost as many varieties of these stamps as there
are stamps to the sheet. 14. Type 2. 15. This is, of course, stamped on
the lithographed stamps as it was on the engraved ones. Not worth collect-

ing. 16. Fiscals. 17. Noticed. IS. Life is too short and our space too
limited to admit of our noticing every slight variation in shade. Thanks for

the list of Mexicans, which we will publish as soon as we can find room for it.

B. I).—Bad, everyone of them.
T. S.—A genuine and fine specimen. A lucky find !

0. F., Langley.—Thanks for your notes on the Orange Free State pro-

visionals. They have been anticipated. See Dr. Viner's letter in No. 33.

J. J. C.—As we have been away, your notes have only reached us just as

we are going to press. Oochin-China card is old. U. S. essays are not
much in our line. The other things we knew of, or have noted. Thanks !

Notices.

The Secretary to the Philatelic Society of London asks us to remind
members that the subscriptions for 1882 are now due. When sent by post

he requests that they may take the shape of postal orders, uncrossed, and
made payable at the Holborn Gray's Inn Post Office.

"Our Readers " are respectfully reminded that subscriptions to Vol. iv. of

the Philatelic Record, which will commence with the February number, are

now due, and should lie sent direct to the publishers.

Pemberton, Wilson, & Co., 308, Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush, London, W,


