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Thus, a letter just under 2 ounces in weight, which

now goes from Land's End to John o' Groat's for l^d.,
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inquiries, and received the following statement from

the postmaster of Banwell :

—

" My father kept the post office many years ; he is lately dead

;

he used to trust poor people very often with letters ; they

generally could not pay the whole charge. He told me—indeed,

I know—he did lose many pounds by lettuig poor people have

their
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income—that is to say, a sovereign—for a letter, how

often would he write letters of friendship ?—heisHEheheheheHEisfor—hetoHE—heisis
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time, seems to most persons so completely in accord-

ance with the
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stamp for his reply. The fact that the postman had

to collect the postage on delivery was also regarded

as affording almost the only security that letters sent

by post would ever reach their destination. In Sir

11. Hill's pamphlet it was found necessary to deal

with this supposed dijficulty atficulty

would

t1.

de5sthe
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was, however, no news to Sir Eowland Hill. Early

was,AGO.
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Leicester, Sept. 12, 1839.

Dear Rowland,

Before 1 give jou my opinion, I
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of much later date than Sir Eowland's Hill's pam-

phlet of February, 1837. Probably these claimants,

if they ever really devised anything, never published

their ideas ; but if that be the case, valuable sugges-

tions never published are worth no more to the

public than good advice never given, and any claims

founded thereon are too absurd to deserve attention.]

Besides the Treasury minute above
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BT
1 3e4M45.2ase,BT
1 0o
1 01 1337 2260 Tm1minutetoo



THE

THETHE



THE POST OFFICE OF FIFTY YEARS AGO.

Like labours—his who tamed by sea and land

Power, Space,6.94 Tf
BTS

sea
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And the far-seeing won his way, at last,

Though pig-headed Obstruction's force died hard

;

Denied his due, official bitters cast

Into the cup wrung slowly from their guard.

But not until the Country, wiser far

Than those that ruled it, with an angry cry,

Seeing its soldiers 'gainst it waging war,

At last said
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by post, as in 1839, the annual number is now more

than 147^ millions, and if we add to these the 342

millions of Book -packets and circulars, and the 26 t

millions of articles sent last year by Parcel Post, the

total number of missives transmitted through the

Post OfficT
/F1 49.58 T7122 Tf
BT
1 0 0 15427 2348 Tm
(annualyr)Tj
ET
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BT
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vocation, ov to assume it, the parting from parents and sisters is

no longer what it was, from the sense of sejmration being so much
lessened. Formerly, the monthly or fortnightly letter—a
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Very difFerent is the case of the new postage. By the same

means































TAX ON POSTAGE. 7

of j)Ostage quite as injurious to the revenue as to

individuals." *

There cannot, I conceive, be a doubt that the main

cause of the remarkable state of the Post Office

revenue, is that which Sir Henry Parnell and Mr.

M'Culloch point out. Consequently, that even sup-

posing the tax on the transmission of letters to

be
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enouffli has been said to demonstrate tlie miscliievouso

tendency of this tax, and the
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the
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If any doubt is entertained of tlie accuracy of this

result it may be tested thus :—Suppose one thou-

sand letters to be made up into a parcel and dis-

patched from London to Edinburgh







CLERKS. 21

tlie variety and complexity of the operations to be

performed. If by any arrangement the ojDerations

of
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It must be borne in mind that the jDublic con-

venience requires that the delivery of letters should

follow as closely as possible the arrival of the

Mails ; and that the receipt of letters should be con-

tinued as close as possible up to the departure of

the Mails. It follows, therefore, that all these mul-

tifarious duties have to be performed in the shortest

possible space of time, though some, from their diffi-

culty and

















30 POST OFFICE REFORM.

Letter Carriers even more than that of the Clerks.

There would not only be no stopping
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economical arrangements proposed above. It lias

already been shown that, under such arrangements,

the present establishment of the Pn
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at the houses of the suhscribers ; but the penny-

charged for the magazine inckides not only the cost

of distribution, but the cost of eight large pages of

letter-press and wood-cuts ; and yet it
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franked letters being taken from time to time from

the receiving-box and assorted. All franked letters

might be put into one box, as they would have to be

be
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means of preventing abstraction, it might be well

to use a tell-tale stamp at the Central Office, the

reckoning being recorded as the stamping of the
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Letter Receiver, all over the kingdom, should be re-

quired to keep them on sale :
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on presentation of the letter, the Receiver instead of

accepting the money as postage, might
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no operation could be more simple or more free from

the possibility of error.

I am aware that many consider the required pay-

ment in advance objectionable. In the Appendix,

(page 96,) the principle
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naturally keeps pace with the amendment and ex-

tension of the means of intercourse, and
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by the morning mails, on their way to other towns,

lie all day at the Post Office for want of a morning

dispatch,* although there are excellent morning

coaches from London to every part of the king-

dom. Tlie consequence of this delay is, that places
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To interchange letters between London and Hamp-
stead, through the post, requires, under the most

favourable circumstances, about ten hours: a messenger

would walk ov87 Tm
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lead to these and many other inconveniences and

anomalies, is no doubt, to a great extent, independent

of the reduction in postage which has been recom-

mended : the increase in the number of letters, re-
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the post into remote places; because, generally

speaking, tliey are the less penetrable retreats of

ignorance.
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tion would, as already stated, injure tlie towns without

benefiting the villages.

Nor would the
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delivered free. The postage claimed by the foreign

government being in each case paid by



SUMMARY or CONCLUSIONS. 61

And as, in many minds, the distinction between

a foreign country and one of our colonies is not

clearly defined, it would be desirable perhaps that

Colonial letters should be placed under the same re-

gulations as Foreign letters. If this were done, the

covers would be marked " Foreign or Colonial

Letter."

The reduction here proposed in

herewereletters

country

the

the

be

as,wereplacedThehereor
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4. That, owing to the great simplicity of the

arrangements which might be adopted

















ERRORS AND FRAUDS. 71

(that is, the additional revenue brought to account by Deputy

Post-masters beyond what they had been originally charged with

in the Inland Office) amounted to £133 5s. 4^d. ; the over-

charges in the same period





TEMPTATIONS TO FKAUD. 73

taiuing the bank note had been put into the Liverpool Post

Office, and had not reached
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to that here proposed. To this recommendation it has been

objected by the Post-master General, that " the receivers are

tradesmen, and any operation with the letters in an open shop,

beyond the mere transfer from the receiving-box to the bag, must

be highly objectionable, even if it tended to forward

here
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knowledge not only as to whether certain places are post-towns

or not, but as to the particular line



NUMBER OF LETTERS. 77

an effectual bai' to the fraudulent conduct of servants, who are

kno-wn, in many instances, to have destroyed letters, in order to

pocket the postage.

I should propose that every person desiring a receipt should,

on taking the letter to the receiving-house, present a copy of the

superscription, on which the Receiver should stamp a receipt,

with the date, and his own address

conduct

should,
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* The Amount of postage collected in the United Kingdom, in

the year 1835, was <£2,243,293, or about four times as much as

that collected in the metropolitan district ; consequently the

whole number of chargeable letters which pass through the

post offices of the United Kingdom in a year, may be assumed to

be about 22,152,000 x 4= 88,608,000.

Estimate of the Numher of Franks passed through the Post

Offices of the United Kingdom in a Year.
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3. That it increase three-fold ; and so on to seven-fold.

In each case the number of fi^anked letters and newspapers is

supposed to remain as at present.

Though this calculation is necessarily founded to some
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If we might safely infer a general rule from these facts,

it would appear that, to say
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a great pai't of the difficulty which exists in putting such infor-

mation effectually before the inhabitants of rural districts especially.

If 2,000 such lists could be circulated monthly for about £8,

—
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many letters are detained for poor people till they can raise the

amount of postage. The
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the revenue and the feelings of friends now suffer alike. In one

instance with which I became acquainted, a b
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3. That a large number of papers, (chiefly printed) and now

either not circulated at all, or distributed by hand, would be sent

through the Post Oflice, as the most certain, most expeditious,

aud cheapest mode





PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. 97

advance is not complained of by the residents, noi" thought ma-

terially restrictive of correspondence. This fact is so decisive,

that further argument may appear needless, but the importance

of the subject makes me desirous to leave nothing belonging to it

unexamined j I must therefore ask further indulgence of my
reader.

For the purpose of forming an estimate of the extent to which

the reqiiired payment in advance would affect the number of let-

ters written, let us analyse the correspondence of the country,

thus,—Letters may be primarily divided into letters which foi'm

part of a
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letters, and their late delivery (the unavoidable, not factitious con-

sequences of their being unpaid) would, I think, in a short time,

so greatly reduce their number, that the option might be with-

drawn without

witho/ficultyCE.thethetcesmightbereduuld,the
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No. 8.

INTRODUCTION OF THE PLAN.

"With the view of combining, as far as possible, the advantages

of the tentative method with those attendant on the immediate and

entire development of the plan, the following mode of bringing

it into operation is submitted.

That the whole plan be made the subject of one enactment,

commissioners being appointed with the requisite powers for car-

rying it into effect ; and being authorized to introduce the changes

in such manner as may appear to them expedient, agreeably to

the arrangement adopted in the case of the Poor Law Commission.

Considerable
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