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WHEN a man of note dies, the journalist of the

day can only reproduce in an obituary notice the

accepted position of his life and





stamp. These letters, moreover, acquainted me

with what I was previously unaware of that on

the 1st January, 1846, a public testimonial had

been presented in the Town Hall of Dundee to

Mr. Chalmers, in recognition of his postal ser-

vices, and of his



tions





held, evidence and suggestions taken, reports

issued. Early in 1835 Mr. Wallace, M.P. for

Greenock, a prominent post-office
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adhesive stamp having been the invention of Sir

Kowland Hill, originality of conception formed no
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state

of

chaos,

only

relieved

by

the ultimate

adoption

of

the

adhesive

stamp,
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gested the adhesive stamp, the adoption of
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impressed stamp proposed for postage purposes are

on record, but not one of a proposed adhesive

stamp while Sir Rowland Hill himself has left it

on record, in his "
Life," referring to the same

period and occasion when an impressed stamp
was proposed in 1834 for newspaper covers by
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Eowland Hill's pamphlet of 1837 so that his

proposal of an adhesive stamp for



20

ably
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entitled " On the Collection of Postage by means

of Stamps," circulated by him about the period of

the Bill being before Parliament, included the

adoption of the adhesive stamp, in
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SIR HENRY COLE'S PAPERS

AND THE

ADHESIVE STAMP OF MR. CHALMERS.

IN his "
Fifty Years of Public Life," lately pub-

lished, Sir Henry Cole gives much information

with
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"
quiry,





25

" strictions now applicable to those selling bill or

"
receipt stamps, so as to prevent, as far as
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never used, as involving double postage were a
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a suggested stamp, about an inch square, and with

the words printed,
" General Postage



stamp, already laid before Mr. Wallace
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year 1855, consequently, no such exceptional

case could have arisen, the penny in cash being
sufficient acceptance. This allusion to an adhesive

stamp is repeated by Mr. Hill in the second

edition of his pamphlet. Here then, in February,

1837, was a

was
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and the House of Commons Committee,
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" of yours no such pretensions were put forward.
" It is only now that I learn for

Itputthat

put
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THE "ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA.'

THE nineteenth volume of the above-named stan-

dard work, lately published, contains an article

headed "
Postage Stamps," in which my late

father is fully recognised
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'"
gested from without.* In reviewing
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" the other hand, the presses of the Stamp Office

" were producing more than half a million of

"
[adhesive] labels, by working both night and

"
day, they yet failed to meet the demand.* It

" was only after many weeks, and after the intro-

"
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his paper of 1839 ? No. Did he tell us that he

drew up this paper of 1839 under a pressing

demand for the adhesive stamp
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recognitions,
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" I need hardly say that I shall be
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the stamp, so with the scheme, the ideas were

acquired,













54

"
proper (such as foreign bills, sea policy stamps,

"
&c.) from one penny to
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else, will probably render the Post Office the very

last body to admit that any mistake by the late

Sir Kowland Hill has been made.

But it may be said,
" Did not the Post Office give

"
Palmer, the organiser of the mail-coach system,

" in addition to his pay of .3,000 a year, 50,000?"

And was not







60

Dundee is now a large and wealthy community, returning
two members to Parliament

;rs
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