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INTRODUCTION.

" Variety is the spice of Life ". This aphorism, if applied to col-

lectors of the dies of



Naturally the question arises : What is the reason for this state of

affairs ? Why have the Nesbitt die varieties been relegated to an en
tirely unmerited obscurity %
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almost touches the lower right curve. "TH" wide at top. "R" is

uearly vertically placed aud iu ceutre
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of the eye and near the eyebrow ; it curls slightly outward and, follow-

ing closely the outline of
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stands vertically and almost in centre of label.Q " NT " close at top and
near at base. " C " and " S " are close to curves.O Note that " HR "

and " EE " are wide

wide

HEAD VII.

VII.

An heavy eyebrow extends beyond the corner of. the eye. A' long
side-lock starts from the eyebrow and ends far from the ear-lobe, (j

lowest lock commences near the middle of the side-lock. Along the
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beginning of the side-lock, which is long, slim, almost straight, and ends

a little distance from the ear-lobe. Note
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little above level of " E >
' .

" CE '
' wide ;

" ENT '

' near at top .
" S

'

y

close to curve. "THREE" close to inner oval line. "HE" and
"BE" wide at top.

HEAD X.

An heavy eyebrow starting upward from the bridge of the nose. A
second eyebrow is close to the corner of the eye. A long side-lock starts

near it and touches the

cornercornerat

the

b Tm
(eye.)Tj
5T
/F1 42.22 Tf
BT
1 5740 1 479 21T4 Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 42.5 Tf
BT
1 0 40 1 479 21haiTm
(near)Tj
ET
/F1 51.67 Tf
BT
1 7990 1 479 21i
(starts)Tj
ET
7F1 50.56 Tf
BT
1 8 0 11 479 21div4 Td(corner)Tj
ET
/F1 40 Tf
BT
1 0 0 11269 313123 Tm
(to)Tj
E7
/F1 42.78 Tf
BT
1350 111643 307woTm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 39.17 Tf
BT
14650 11269 31p Tm
, Tm
(to)Tj
ET
/F1 51.67 Tf
BT
16 0 111643 30four Tm
(to)Tj
ET
/F1 51.67 Tf
BT
17 0 111643 30
(sis(corner)Tj
ET
/F1 40 Tf
BT
1890 111643 3031
(close)Tj
ET
/F1 60.83 Tf
BT
1 80 111643 30fron7 Tm
(it)Tj
E9.441 40.42 Tf
BT
11 33 111643 3067 Tm
(and)Tj
EF1 42.22 Tf
BT
1 0 0 111643 307hre Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 40 Tf
BT
1 410 111643 3031
(close)Tj
ET
/F1 13.33 Tf
BT
1 0 
1 0 0 3 2068 Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 72.92 Tf
BT
1 6121 0 0 3 20baside-lock)Tj
ET
7/F1 42.5 Tf
BT
1 7650 11667 21m
(Tm
(eye.)Tj
53
/F1 48.89 Tf
BT
1 1990 11667 21T4 Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 42.5 Tf
BT
1 0 0 0 643 30
(wes8 Tm
(at)Tj
ET
/F1 42.08 Tf
BT
14166 0 643 30
(side-lock)Tj
ET
/F1 39.17 Tf
BT
1 366 0 743 3031
(close)Tj
ET
/F1 42.78 Tf
BT
16203 0 743 3080 Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 40 Tf
BT
17023 0 743 30fron7 Tm
(it)Tj
E9.441 40.42 Tf
BT
1 0 0 0 743 30m
(eyebrow)Tj
ET
/F1 51.67 Tf
BT
19536 0 743 303s(corner)Tj
ET
/F1 50 Tf
BT
1 0226 0 643 30b05 Tm
(y)Tj
ET
/F1 38.33 Tf
BT
11 083 0 743 30far Tm
(at)Tj
ET
/F1 42.22 Tf
BT
1 0233 0 743 3080 Tm
(the)Tj
ET.1F1 48.89 Tf
BT
1 0 0  0 743 3078 Ties8Tm
(eye.)Tj
5T
/F1 51.67 Tf
BT
1 60 0 0 867 21T4 Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 42.08 Tf
BT
1 7 0  0 867 21haiTm
(near)Tj
ET
/F1 42.5 Tf
BT
1 8926 0 743 303s(corner)Tj
ET
/F1 42.22 Tf
BT
1 966  0 867 21cutTm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 51.67 Tf
BT
1 0 0 00143 30m
u7 Tm
(and)Tj
E1.1F1 48.89 Tf
BT
14203 00143 30simil Tm
(near)Tj
ET
/F1 46.67 Tf
BT
160 0 00143 3023 Tm
(to)Tj
5T
/F1 44.17 Tf
BT
16790 00143 30Headm
(near)Tj
ET
/F1 42.5 Tf
BT
18403 00143 301.Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 72.92 Tf
BT
196 0 00143 30Not Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 42.08 Tf
BT
1 1090 00724 218088 Tm
(at)Tj
ET
/F1 43.33 Tf
BT
1 00 0 00143 3028 Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 46.67 Tf
BT
1 0503 00143 30queueeyebrow)Tj
ET
/F1 51.67 Tf
BT
1153 0 00143 303s(corner)Tj
ET
/F1 30.83 Tf
BT
116040 00143 303n5 Tm
(y)Tj
ET
/F1 38.33 Tf
BT
110 0  00567 3132 T(corner)Tj
E5
/F1 30.83 Tf
BT
11812  00567 31with Tm
(at)Tj
E5
/F1 50.56 Tf
BT
1 063  00567 3168 Tm
(the)Tj
ET
441 40.42 Tf
BT
12/F1184030 2122 Tm
(second)Tj
E9.441 40.42 Tf
BT
14201184030 21m
(eyebrow)Tj
ET1 39.17 Tf
BT
1 301184673 2124 Tm
(of)Tj
ET
/F1 38.67 Tf
BT
15951184030 21haiT. Tm
(at)Tj
E5
241 40.42 Tf
BT
13 0  0 0 3 20Variet05 Tm
(y)Tj
E7
/F1 42.22 Tf
BT
15740 0 673 2112:5 Tm
(y)Tj
9T1 39.17 Tf
BT
160 0  2013 34—touches)Tj
ET
/F1 43.33 Tf
BT
1 0F1 0 724 21u2 Tm
(")Tj
ET
/F1 43.33 Tf
BT
1 5
1 0 499 3185NTStouches"closetoinnerclosecornerheavy"corner"heavy"closetoinneroval

line.

"

ENT"nearateye.thethetouchesheavyline.atnearyand
"

eye.A
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Variety 2, Head XI.—A small but heavy eyebrow near the corner of

the eye. The side-lock commences close to the eye-brow and is rather

short and shaped like a comma. Xear the end of the side-lock begins the

lowest front-lock, which is very short, heavy, and extends some distance

beyond the ear-lobe. Note that the end of the side-lock



L9

pressed that it is impossible to detect any differences." Realizing how
difficult it is to get a fine specimen of this die, the writer tried li is best

to obtain a clear impression, and the drawing shows that the search
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HEAD XV.

Two tine, very short side-locks, reaching to the middle of the ear-

lobe, which is rather large. There are seven very thin locks of hair,

almost hair lines, in the upper part of the head, extending to the back
of the head, each with a curve in the centre. Below these there is a

short, thick bunch, or lock, bent upwards into the space left by the

curve of the seventh thin lock. There is one

wck.wimmediaterwabovinisvmussryteachietntowlattrwerythintry
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• the

CE"
base.

"TH" widely spaced, but " HE " near and "R
highest letter. "EE" wide at top. "EE"wide. '

wide at base. " EN " wide. "NT" wide at

Lower curves deep and far from "C" and " S ".

Variety 2 :—" T " near curve, and "T '* and linal " l-r* below level of

"HEE'\
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Variety 22:—" EN " joined at top. "HE" very wide at top and
forming a sharp angle. " TH " close. Upper left curve
flat. Upper right curve is deep; far from top of "E"
and terminates at its base. Lower left curve far from
"C". " C " and " S " above level of " ENT "

. Upper
cross stroke of u T " short. "S" far from lower right

curve. First loop above lower right curve has a
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There is a colored dot, or circle, immediately above centre

of the lower right curve. Note wide colored space above
top of "E " and " E". Compare varieties 21 and 28.

SIX CENTS, EED AND SIX CENTS, GEEEN.

Short



ends near the ear-lobe. There are five locks in the front row and tour
in the back row. The highest
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Var. 14.

No.
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To the above we may add three 10 mrn. unit distance measurements,
taken from the upper end of the first stroke of " U " towards '

' ONE '

'

;

from theweofofof ''the'41of" 41addfromtheuppermayofof

of

of ONEtheU of

41

the
the of the

41

'

"

the

41

may

mext(taity
E1365.T913 40.8
BT
1 0 0 1 86420308074Tj
ET
/F14
/F6ET9697 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 111ake07481 Tm
(U"
E1F1 4T91546.67f
BT
1 0 0 1 9 328ke074Tm
(")Tj
ET
778 T85j 6.67f
BT
1 0 0 1 75137 Tm7481 Tm
ET
74 6727.83 T
BT
1 0 0 1 812 1538 m7481 Tm
Tj
E619 T86146.67t
BT
1 0 0 1 487151 Tm7481 Tm
oke)7 32T86075 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 151 170 Tm7481 Tm
/F14790.T861467.08"CENT"T
1 0 0 1 17 
t7481 Tm
ET
18 T86075 Tf7.9f
BT
1 0 0 1 751 70826')Tj
ETET
/14832T807 40.831 3096 Tm
(')Tj588826'
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Variety 3:—"S" of "U. S." nearly touches inner frame line.

"CENT": "0" of "CENT" near inner frame
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NO PERIOD after POSTAGE. Oval 21x25 mm.

Bust points between A and G.

Variety 11:—Back of bust opposite second bar of U TJ". Base of

bust nearly touches inner frame line, and entire bust
low in

f(TJ".)Tj
ET
/F1 56.9 Tf
BT
1 0 0 13 77612476 "CENT"
(11:)Tj
ET
7F1 40 Tf
BT
1 0 13 1 598 2419 "C"intst
(in)Tj
ET
/F1646.11 Tf
BT
1 0 0654 598 2419 Tm
((inner)Tj
ET
/F1 61.67 Tf
BT
1 0 1854 59882419 "E"m
(G.)Tj
ET
/F1 45 Tf
BT
1 0 603 73712476 "nner)Tj
ET
/4.2 56.9 Tf
BT
1 0 651 536 3145 Tm
(POSbust)Tj
ET
/F1 46.67 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 9 1 1145 »(and)Tj
ET
/F9.17 Tf
BT
1 0 0 11 536 3145 clo
(Base)Tj
ET
3F1 46.67 Tf
BT
1 0 01 1 9 6 3145 tobustinnerframe
(mm.)Tj
ET
/F1 47.08 Tf
BT
1 0 8646224 2475 Tm
(Bust)Tj
ET
/F1 46.39 Tf
BT
1 0 0 156224 2475 Tm
(points)Tj
ET
/F1 40.83 Tf
BT
1 0 02146224 2475 atm
(U)Tj
ET
/F1 40.83 Tf
BT
1 0 0302622443055 Tm
(G.)Tj
ET
/F1 42.71 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 21932529 Tm
(Variety)Tj
ET
/F1 43.33 Tf
BT
1 0 41 221943055 12iety—frameUBackofbustbarinnerframeline,andentirebustinnerinf(TJ".)Tj
ET
/F1 46.67 Tf
BT
1 0 04
0 213 3055 unnerand11:
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No.
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Variety 13

Variety 14 :-

-There is generally a dot under right circle. Large letter-

ing. "U" near "3" "UNITED" closely spaced-

"DS" near. "STATES" is also closely spaced. "S' ?

near "3." "T" of "THREE" short and near "3,"



59

Variety 16 :—Largest "C." " EE" and "TS" joined. Large lettering.

This variety has a wide color margin both above the

upper inscription and below the lower one. "UNITED"
close. " DS " near. " STATES " close. " S " close to
"3." "T" near "3." " EE " nearly joined at top.

"EC" near. "C" large, broad and the lower curve
considerably longer than the upper one. "CE" close.

"

S"atattop."C"""3."Variety:—Large"""""

"

"""

"

closeto""UNITED"closeand""atattop.athasnearlynear.STATED"clear.

"T"
near"3.""C"nearand

"

3

.

3

r

l

y

EE

andS

close

at

close
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No.
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TWELVE CENTS, BROWN AND RED.

No. Paper. Knife. Size.

RED.RED.RED.
RED.

63TWELVECENTS,BROWNRED.No.Paper.Knife.Size.RED.RED.BROWNRED.RED.RED.CENTS,CENTS,BROWNRED.BROWNRED.RED.RED.RED.RED.RED.RED.CENTS,TWELVECENTS,BROWNBROWNRED.RED.RED.RED.RED.RED.RED.
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which is probably d ue to an oversight of the engraver
; but, as every col-

lector knows, the design in which the lowest stroke of the figure " 2 "

starts sharply from the downstroke, and. does not curve back with it is

a rarity possessed only by a few luckly mortals.

In the general catalogues the common form is known as " Die A."
the latter as " Die B."

DIE A. (Seven Varieties),

They are subdivided as follows :

Class I.—Var. 1 Wrapper only.

Class II.—Var. 2 Wrapper only.

Class IV.—Var. 3 to 6 Envelope and
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" IT. S." widely spaced. "OS" on level. " GE " close. "T"
of " TWO " far from left oval. " OC " wide. " C " well under the

close.
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and the measurments are made as follows:

The left stroke of "U" is prolonged downward. Observe the line

with regard to letters "O, C, E" and "N."
The upright stroke of "P" is prolonged downward. Observe line

with regard to
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"POST" 8 mm. "U" wide and far from left oval. "SP" wide at

top. "POST" well spaced. "O" considerably to right of point and
slanting to right. "T" far from right oval. "T" of "TWO" near

left oval. "WO" near. "OO" near, but top of "0" some distance

below the point. "EXT" near. "S" near right oval. The left figure

"2"
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End of down stroke of right figure "2" nearly touches inuer oval liue.

"U" liue passes along dowustroke of



VARIETY 11. (25 x 26* mm.)

( Miter frame line strongly pointed at top. Buff and Orange.

"POST" lh mm- "TJ" large, far from left oval and top of "TJ"
far from

Miterframelnge.topofMiterframelnge."POST"
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VAEIETY 20. (25* x 25i mm.)

Sharp point at base of right "2." Amber and Light Manila.

"POST" 8 mm. "TJ" wide and near left oval. "P" nearly verti-

cal and to left of point. Top of "O" almost touches outer frame line.

Base of "S" and "T" close to inner frame line. "T" of "TWO" far

Light

"
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formed by the outer curves. "CENTS" are on the same level. "S" near
right oval. The inner curves are
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VAEIETY 28. (26 x 26 mm.)

"ST" close. Wide space after "S" of "CENTS". Buff and
Orange.

"Post" 1\
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"POST" near. "T" far from right oval. "T" of "TWO" near left

oval and base of "T" some distance from outer frame line. "WO"
near. "OC" very wide. "C" low. Back stroke of "E" almost
touches the point. "EN" wide
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Reference List of the Two Cent Envelopes and Wrappers of the Series ok

1863 and 1864.

ENVELOPES.

TWO CENTS, BLACK.

18(53.

Inscribed: " U. S. POSTAGE."

DIE A.

Var. 3.

No.



34
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Wrappers.

1863.

Inscribed: "U.S. POSTAGE."

DIE A.

Var. 1.

No. Class. Paper. Dimensions. Laid. Remarks.

451 1 D. M. 227x148

Var. 2.

452 2 D. M. 227x148

Var. 4.

453 4 D. M. 227x148

Var. 6.

454 4

M.
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Var. 26.

No. Class. Paper. Dimensions. Laid. Remarks.

482 4

Pape
BT
141 6 1 39f
BTMRemarks.89Var.4
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No.
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No.



100



101

No.



102

NIKE
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THEEE CENTS, BED.

Var. 1.

No.
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