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4 INTRODUCTORY.

and amplified. I have tried to include every interesting detail and every

item which might be of value. I fear I have sometimes given extracts and

statistics that make dull reading, but it has seemed necessary to include them

for the sake of completeness.

Of regular issues by the government, the adhesive stamps only will be

considered. The envelope





HISTORICAL NOTES.

To those who are interested in the early history and gradual develope-

ment of our postal system, I
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The Postmasters' Stamps.

This most interesting group of stamps, representing the earliest official

attempts to meet the requirements of the public and lead the





THE POSTMASTERS STAMPS. II

" During the year 1846, Mr. Morris sold the scblacl< New York to the postmasters of











i6 BALTIMORE, MD.

Tarieties and

ArranKement.

Kefererence List.

Cancellfltfons.

Connterfelt.

is not known. As in the case of all





i8 BALTIMORE, MD.

examining the correspondence of the addressee, and now adorns a celebrated

collection in Paris. The envelope



BALTIMORE, MD. 19

From the dates of use it would appear that the envelopes were issued

in advance of the adhesive stamps.

ENVELOPES. Reference List.

1845. 5 (cents) blue on manila, signature written

5 (cents) blue on white

5 (cents) blue on buff

5 (cents) blue on salmon

5x5 (cents) blue on white

5x5 (cents) blue on buff

10 (cents) red on white

10 (cents) red on buff

hand-stamped







BRATTLEBORO, VT.

Cancellations.

Interriew with

DIr. ChDbbuck.

The stamps were issued, I think, during my first year as P. M.,













28 MILLBURY, MASS.

It has this endorsement : " Resigned to Henry Waterman, Nov. lo, 1848, A. H. W.'
In all the years 1 held the office I never had much to do with the details but relied

mostly on my deputies. Waterman was the last and best and I got him appointed







NEW HAVEN, CT. 31

white paper. None of these last reprints were signed but copies are known
with a forged



New York, N, Y,

These stamps were issued durmne

Thye

stnde

issups

Thestamps

were



NEW YORK, N. Y. 33

Nov. 25, 1845, 400 impressions.

400400



34 NEW YORK, N. Y.

The stamps are found on a variety of papers. The

ofaofaofaapapers.ThestampsonThea

a

r

e

papers.aonvarietyoffoundThe







NEW YORK, N. Y. 37

their face. I make nothing by them except such as may be lost or destroyed,











42 PROVIDENCE, R. I.

spots of thicker gum. It usually does not extend of

PROVIDENCE,







St, Louis, Mo,

POST OFFICE.

TYPE I,

{POST OFFICE
I

TYPE II.

The St. Louis stamps were issued





ST. LOUIS, MO. 47

of stamps of higher face value than ten cents was early apparent. The sim-

plest and



ST. LOUIS, MO.

Remainders and

Plate.

Reference List.

HiBtorlcal.

known cancelled in March of that year. Again 500 impressions







ST. LOUIS, MO. 51

long, especially the lower three, which are little more than dots in the originals.

Immediately above " louis " in the originals is a long curved line, which is

missing in the counterfeit. On the latter also the first curved line below the

scroll on which the bears stand is much too long,









Madison, Fla,



56 MADISON, FLA.

caused in the northern cities by their accidental appearance, although no word nor figure

was upon



Government Issues.

The development of the Post Oflfice Department has been retarded by

many causes, more especially in the early and middle parts of our compara-

tively brief nationalparts

Issues.ofthebyearlyTheretardedinpartsof



58 GOVERNMENT ISSUES.

less in number than the dead letters, are sent to the offices and never called for,







ISSUE OF 1847. 61

The stamps measure i8J^X23^mm.
There were one hundred stamps on each plate, arranged in ten rows

of ten. Only one plate was made for each value and both were, so far as can piatei.

be learned, without imprint or plate











66 ISSUE OF







ISSUE OF 1851-57. 69

not formed by continuous horizontal and vertical lines ruled across the plate

but each stamp was

















The gum
to almost brown

Feb. , 1857.

Feb. 24th, 1857.

Feb. , 1857.

Feb. , 1857.

Feb. -, 1857.





ISSUE OF 1857-60. 79

ic blue









ISSUE OF 1861. 83







86 ISSUE OF 1861.

Date of iBsne of









90 ISSUE OF I 86 1.—ISSUE OF 1 863.

office. Mr. J. W. Scott kindly supplies the following information concerning

this stamp. The first copy which he saw was on a letter coming from New
Three cents scarlet. Orleans.







ISSUES OF r86i-66. 93

Issue of 1861.—Second Types.

1 cent No. 9, 10, 22, 25, 27.

3 cents No. 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24,32,33,

34, 35, 36, 37, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48,

49, 52, 54, 55-

5 cents No. 17.

10 cents No. 15, 26.

12 cents No. 16.

24 cents No. 6.

30 cents No. 7.

90 cents No. 18.

Issues of 1863 and 1866.

2 cents No. 28, 29, 30, 3r, 50, 51, 53.

15 cents No. 41.

The numbers 38,

andofandIssd0,1541.numbers47,andofnumbe50,



g. ISSUES OF 1861-66.

I cent. 2 cents. 3 cents. 5 cents. 10 cents.

1865 4,5'!S,700 50,098,500 304,914,550 1,204,820 4,025,200

1866 7,843,800 51,146,500 288,912,0001134,260 4,135,660

1867 10,330,000 58,046,700 294,818,700 949,760 4,478,890

Jan. u0









98 ISSUE OF 18G7.

From thf language of the patent we may infer that at the time the

application was



ISSUE OF 1867. 99

remedy this the embossing was reduced to rectangles which covered only a

part of the surface





ISSUE OF 1867.

list. The list has been elaborated from one compiled by Mr. J. B. Leavy

and published in



ISSUE OF 1867.

14x16

14x15

13x17
tt

13x16

12x18

Rows of points.

5 cents brown 14x17

10 cents dark green,



ISSUE OF 1867. 103

Rows of points. Size in mm.

3 cents rose-red. Imperforate horizontally 12x17 9'^i3/^

2 cents



104 ISSUE OF 1867.

Dellreries to









Issue of 1869,

Historical.

Date of issue.

The issue of 1869 was preceded by a contest, both in and out



ISSUE OF 1869 109

unqualified praise we bestowed on the new issue in our lirst accounts was due

t&it having been given from an inspection of the proofs, and those are always

worked off with great care ; the colors also





ISSUK OF 1869.

Additional lines

drawn on the

l)late8.

Reference List.

The medallions of the fifteen, twenty-four and ninety cents are each

surrounded by a thin line of color. These lines were not on the original dies,

but were added separately to each subject on the various plates. Also, on the

twenty-four cents,' the space for the medallion is framed by a0 1 1092 2489f
BT Tf
T
1 0 0 1order8 2489 Tm
(space)Tj
ET
/F1 26.62 T2f
BT
1 0 0 1 737 2585 Tmpace





ISSUE OF 1869. "3

rest of the sheet was returned to the post office and exchanged for perfect

copies. There



114 ISSUE OF 1869.

Bisected tliree

cent stamp.

Kinety cent stamp ggg decided that the variety originated in the





ii6 ISSUE OF







Issue of 1870,

The stamps of the 1869 series having failed to please either the public

or the press, it was decided to replace them by a new issue. The report of

the Postmaster General, dated November 15th, 1870, explains the reasons for

the change and gives a brief description of the new stamps :

"The adhesive stamps adopted by my predecessor





ISSUE OF 1870. 12 1

At that late date it could have been of but little avail for correspon-

dence







124 ISSUE OF 1870.

grill rollers.

Strongly impressed it is usually possible to decide as to its merits or







ISSUE OF 1870. 127

surrounded by a single thin colored line. The first variety has been



T28 ISSUE OF 1870.



ISSUE OF 1870. 129

Stamps issued during the fiscal year

theyear



Issues of 1873-75,

Historical.

Secret marlis on

the stamps.

Purpose of the

secret marks.

In December, 1872, the Postmaster General, as required bylaw, adver-

tised for bids for supplying thq postage stamps that would be required by the

Post Office Department for a period of four years, beginning May ist, 1873.

This contract was awarded to the Continental Bank Note Co. of New York.

By order of the Department, the designs prepared by the National

Bank Note Co., in 1870, were continued



ISSUES OF 1873-75. 131

any use of the plates of their predecessors. By the date of the commence-
ment of





ISSUES OF 1873-75. 133

(including the Grand Duchy of Finland), Servia, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey
and the United States. Subsequently this treaty was duly approved and

ratified by the governments of each of these countries and acts of ratificationTd
ET
Q
q
3 TrG Tf
3 T1 0 0er 1 461 2556 Tm
9ted







136 ISSUES OF 1873-75,

and not quite as soft. A few months before the consolidation with the

American Bank Note











ISSUES OF 1873-75. 141

Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1874

:

Quarter Ending:

Sept. 30, 1873. Dec. 51, 1873. Mch. 31, 1874. June 30, 1874.

Dellrerles to

postmasters.

1 cent 21,545,600 25,641,700 31,548,400 32,338,200

2 cents 11,365,050 17,247845 2514 Tm
(18737 31 2419 4SeT
1 0 2419 Q 1 493 2419 Tm
(1,5s Tm)Tj
ET
/F1 27 Tf
BT,1
1 0 2419 Q 1 stmasters.)Tj
ET
/F1/F1 37 Tf
BT31 0 0 1 329 2423 Tm
(2)Tj
ET
/F1 36 Tf
BTT
1 0,641, Tj
ET
/9 2423 Tm
(2)T3c310





ISSUES OF 1873-75. 143

possible to separate the stamps of the two companies in the official statistics

and the



Issue of 1879,

Plates of other

companies used.

Kefereuce List.

On February 4th, 1879, the Continental Bank Note Co. was



ISSUE OF 1879. '45

2 cents vermilion, scarlet-vermilion, orange-vermilion,

orange

3 cents pale bright green, yellow-green, dull green, deep







148 ISSUE OF 1881-82.

re-engraved. There are now only three of these lines at each side of the

panel, where formerly there were four.

Ten cents. The lines of the medallion, the shield and the back-

ground have all been re-engraved.



ISSUE OF 1881-82. ISSUE OF APRIL lOTH,

OFlOTH,lOTH,APRIL



ISO ISSUE OF APRIL lOTH, 1882.

Design. The

TheTheGarf(d)esign.)Tj
ET40.8 33.33 Tf
BT
1 0 1392 66023579OnalTheTheThed,moThe



ISSUE OF APRIL lOTH, 1882. ISSUE OF OCTOBER 1ST, 1883. 151

Soft Porous White Wove Paper.

Perforated 12.

April loth, 1882. 5 cents yellow-brown, bistre-brown, Van Dyke brown,

black-brown, gray-brown, gray

The plates for this issue were numbered as follows :

5 cents No. 399, 400, 488, 489

K. 537, 538, 539> 54°, S4i

Reference Lint.

Issue of October ist, 1883.

An



IS2 ISSUE OF OCTOBER 1ST, 1883.

these differences are

OF(OF)Tj
ET
/F1 F1 28 Tf
BT
1 0 01280931 8566 TamountBEROF







ISSUES OF 1887-88. ISS

March 1888. 5 cents dark blue, indigo

Feb. 1888. 30 cents brown-orange, orange-brown, deep orange-brown



156 ISSUES OF 1887-88. ISSUES OF 1881-88.

3 cents No. 421.

4 cents No. L. 542, 543, 544, 54S> 546-

5 cents No. K. 537, 538, 539, 540, 541.

30 cents No. 405.

90 cents No. 23 (National Bank Note Co.)

It is possible that a few other and earlier plates may have been used

for the two, four and five cent stamps.







ISSUES OF 1881-88. '59

Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1888 :

Quarter Ending :

Sept. 30, 1887. Dec. 31, 1887. Mch. 31, 1888. June 30, 1888. Total.

1 cent 89,936,700 113,0x5,900 125,318,700 121,718,200 443,989,500

2 cents 296,217,000 348,012,100 368,931,300 334,520,200 i,347,68o,6co

3 cents 101,500 604,100 1,884,700 1,441,100 4,031,400

4 cents 2,976,250 3,750,700 3,924,67s

3,924lft.Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 855 2316 Tm
(3,750Ue56Tf
B887.)Tj
4,2402ents

272ts



Issue of 1890.

From the report of the Third



ISSUE OF 1890. 161

to manufacture and store the stamps, but though called upon repeatedly to do so, Mr. Steel



l62 ISSUE OF 1890.

3 cent, royal purple

4 cent, chocolate

5 cent, light brown

15 cent, steel blue

50 cent, black

90 cent, orange

Additional

varieties.

Dates of issue.

The colors adopted for this s'ze are shown on the specimens herewith, each designated

as ' Sample A.'

The inks to be used in printing the stamps must be of the colors shown on the samples

for the corresponding kinds and denominations, and be fully equal in quality thereto. The
use



ISSUE OF i8go. 163

change of figures and letters representing the denomination. Color, velvet

brown.

Five cents. Portrait of U. S. Grant, after a photograph from life,

three-quarters face, looking to the right, on an oval disk. The surroundings

of the medallion are the same as in the i-cent stamp, with the necessary

change of figures and letters representing the denomination. Color, light

brown.

Six cents. Portrait of James A. Garfield, after a photograph from

life, three-quarters face, looking to the left,





ISSUE OF 1890. 165

2 cents carmine-rose, carmine Imperforate

3 cents purple
"

4 cents dark yellow-brown "

5 cents orange-brown "

6 cents claret
"

8 cents gray-lilac
"

ro cents deep blue-green

15 cents indigo "

30 cents black "

90 cents orange "

Bisected stamps of this and subsequent issues are not at all uncommon.

By the present rules



1 66 ISSUE OF 1890.

2 cents (400









Issue of 1893,

Columbian Series.

The reasons for the issue and other particulars concerning it are given

in the





172 ISSUE OF 1893.

six months' extension being covered by one clause of the contract giving the right of exten-

sion direct for three months, and under another clause giving the Department the right to

call at any time during the contract term for an extra quantity of stamps, not to exceed a

supply for three months. It may be stated that the price paid, under the regular contract, for

the special-delivery, and newspaper and periodical stamps, which correspond closely in size

with the proposed Columbian stamps, is 18 cents per thousand, or i cent per thousand more
than the price agreed upon for the new stamps.

The course followed by the Department in this matter is the same that has been pur-

sued in all cases heretofore where

statedtheclausethe7.056 Tf
B0T
/F1 25.21 Tf
BT
50 01 01241 2ar(
(l63 Tm
(The)Tj
ET
/F1 24.44 T2BT
1 62
1 0 078 2597 4.7ps.)Tj
ET
/F1 22.54 T2B6
170ET18 1289 2462 Tm
(covered)Tj
4.
/F1 24.44 Tf
BT
832
1 01610 24m
(n:
(stated)Tj1ET
/F1 27.5 Tf
BT
652
1 Tm
(mayI. Tm
(the)Tj
ET
/F1 22.67 Tf
BT
1 0 1 2 955 2AColumbian)Tj
ET
/F1 23.33 Tf
BT
162
1 2 955 28-431 Tm
(cent)Tj
ET
/F1 30.7 Tf2BT
180 018217)Tj
27 2429 Tm
3(by)Tj
/F1 22.67 Tf
BT
976018217)Tj
462 T
(clause)Tj
ET
/F1 24.17 Tf
BT
1071018217theColumbian







ISSUE OF 1893. 17s

3 cents

Q- 70. 71, 72, 73, U
T. 78, 79, 80, 81, 82

U. 83, 84, 8s, 86, 87

v. 88, 89, 90, 91, 92

X- 94, 9S> 96, 97, 98
EE.





ISSUE OF 1893. 177

more than two billion stamps instead of three billion, as called for by the

contract. Concerning this reduction the report of the Postmaster General,

dated November 25th, 1893, says :

"In 1889, the usual contract for the







i8o ISSUE OF 1894-95.

Early dlfflcnltles.

Transfer of stamps
from New ¥ork.

Transfer of dies,

rolls and plates.

Dates of









i84 ISSUE OF 1894-95.

Varieties :

1 cent deep dull blue. Imperforate

2 cents (type III) carmine-rose
"

3







ISSUE OF 1894-95. 187

1057, 1066, 1067, 1068, 1069, 1070, 1071,

1072, 1073, 1074, 1075, 1076, 1077, 1080.

2 cents (type III) (360) No. 988, 989, 990, 991.

3 cents (200) No. 91, 95, 103, 107, 447, 448, 449, 450.

4 cents (200) No. 92, 94, 104, 106, 194, 195, 196, 197,

456, 4S7, 458, 4S9» 91,

200)2cents





4 cents











194 ISSUE OF 1898.—TRANS-MISSISSIPPI SERIES.

10 cents No. 604, 617, 620.

50 cents No. 603.

1 dollar No. 606.

2 dollars No. 613.

The eight cent stamps, imperforate horizontally, are from plate 609.

Plates 589, 723, 730, 731 and

















Carriers' Stamps,

The subject of the stamps used in payment of the fees for delivering

and collecting letters presents many difficulties and complications. The

period at which they were used is now remote and, with a few exceptions,

records concerning the stamps are entirely lacking. So far as we can learn,

they were issued under a variety of circumstances and with varying degrees

of

man7
ET
7F1 32.7fromTf
BT
1 0 0 1 894 1807 Tm
(the)T6ET
7F1 32.7t7 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 758 1950 Tm
(subj)Tj
E7F1 32.7highes Tf
BT
1 0 0 028 1855 Tm
(used)63
E7F1 32.75 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 1572 1858 Tm
(a)Tj







CARRIERS STAMPS. 205

of letters, packets, etc., over the post routes thereby authorized to be established, as was
conferred upon it by the Act of March 2, 1827, in reference to the general post roads of the
country. While entertaining the



206 CARRIERS STAMPS.

Prepayment of

caniers' fees.

Cities ivliich had

carriers' service.

Ofiicial and semi-

offlcial stamps.

Arrangement.

Dates of use.

propriety in making compensation to the carrier in one case and requiring him to perform the

service gratuitously in





208 THE BALTIMORE CARRIERS STAMPS.

Post Office Despatch.

.DESPATCH.

Description.

Reference List.

Dates of use.

Couutcrfi'lts.

Typographed in blocks





THE BALTIMORE CARRIERS STAMPS.

Reference List.

Dates of use.

Counterfeits.

impressions were taken on one sheet of paper, and that, through fcarelessness,

one impression slightly overlapped another. Size: 2^^xt'jmm.

Imperforate.

White Wove Paper.

Aug. 19, 1857.—Sept. 20, i860. I cent rose, lilac-rose, rose-red, red, vermilion,

brown-red, deep brown-red. 10 varieties

Sept. 19, 1857.—Mch. 18, 1861. I cent black, gray-black. 10 varieties

Principal varieties

.

I cent rose,

1861.Icentcentcent1861.



The Boston Carriers' Stamps,

Records of the Boston carriers' stamps are yet to be discovered ; con-

sequently, there













THE CHARLESTON CARRIERS STAMPS. 217

Imperforate.

Wove Paper, Glazed and Surface-Colored.

Oct. 20, 1849.—Mch. 5, 1850. 2



2l8 THE CHARLESTON CARRIERS STAMPS.

Apl. 12, 1852.

Principal variety

:

2 cents black on gray-blue. Error, " gens



THE CHARLESTON CARRIERS* STAMPS. 219

The date is taken from

from

from



220 THE CHARLESTON CARRIERS STAMPS.

I have copied the date from a memorandum but cannot recall my
authority for





The Louisville Carriers' Stamps.

Thanks to the researches of Mr. F. W. H. Hahn of Louisville, we
have quite





224 THE LOUISVILLE CARRIERS STAMPS.

abundant, the letters are too large, and there is an eight-pointed ornament at

each side, instead of a small oval of crossed lines. There must have been

more than one printing of these imitations, for I possess copies which differ

widely in shade and paper.

In addition to the foregoing—which may be called the







THE NEW YORK CARRIERS STAMPS. 227

" United States City Despatcli Post," for the conveyance
the

oe

thr,yoe

the

theoe

thr"

oe



228 THE NEW YORK CARRIERS STAMPS.

Reference List.

Aug. 16, 1842.

Imperforate.

Grayish White Wove Paper.

3 cents black.





23° THE NEW YORK CARRIERS STAMPS.

Chauge in rates.

being June 13th, and the written figures " 10." It is



THE NEW YORK CARRIERS' STAMPS. 231

publications assign it to Boston and give 1845 as the year of issue. We now
know it to belong among the New York carriers' stamps and to have been

the successor of the United States City Despatch





The Philadelphia Carriers' Stamps.

Of the history of the carriers' stamps used in the city of Philadelphia

we know nothing. For many years the stamps have been accepted by philate-

lists as belonging among the semi-official carriers' stamps and the







236 THE PHILADEtPHIA CARRIERS STAMPS.

short and nearly vertical dashes below the "o" of " U. s. p. o." As



THE PHILADELPHIA CARRIERS* STAMPS. 237

Bates of use.

Ueference List.

type II has been seen on gray paper, so thick as to be almost cardboard. Paper.

The catalogues have long listed an envelope of this type, stanaped in blue on
buff paper. I have

tolierence

ofthis

envelopeItohavet8it,opet8m
(I)Tj
ET
/F1 27.5 Tf
BT
1 0 0 19144475622 Td
(to)Tj
ET
/F1 44.83 Tf
BT
1 0 0115244475622 Tnot
(I)Tj
ET
/F1 24.58 Tf
BT
1 0 0 21 32475622 Tfeellue

in













WELLS, FARGO & CO. S PONY EXPRESS STAMPS. 243

2 dollars gray-green (io8)

2 dollars pale vermilion (112,) brown-carmine (132)

4 dollars full black (116)

4 dollars gray-green (108)

In the prints in blue and black we find that the one dollar stamp

has the word of value in the plural. Presumably, these printings were made
before the error in the die was noticed but, it being observed, the stone was

corrected before the impressions in the other colors were made.

On





THE FRANKLIN CARRIERS STAMP. H5

Plate damaged.

the month and day. The only complete date which I have seen is





THE FRANKLIN CARRIERS* STAMP. 247

as proofs. * • Did the issue consist of orange-brown (or more properly brown-yellow) Opinion of DIr.

on plain paper, and of blue on pink paper, or of the latter only, all others being proofs or





THE EAGLE CARRIERS' STAMP. 249

issue to greatly exceed that of the carriers' stamps; in which case it is



Special Delivery Stamps.

While the special delivery stamps are, in a sense, carriers' stamps, it

seems best to consider



SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS. 251

special-delivery offices. Under no circumstances are tliey to be used in tlie payment of pos- instrnctions to
tages of any description or of the registry fee, nor can any ottier stamps be employed to postmasters,
secure special delivery except the special-delivery stamp. The special-delivery stamp must
be in

descriptionpt(be)Tj
ET
/F1 20409TTf
9 0 0 1 326 2531 Tm
5or



252 SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS.

section-three of the act of Congress approved March third, eighteen hundred and eighty-five

entitled ' An act making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the

fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-six, and for other purposes,

shall be duly affixed, shall he entitled to immediate delivery, according to said act, within the

carrier-delivery limit of any free-delivery office, and within one mile of any other post office

which the Postmaster-General shall at any time designate as a special-delivery post office.

The postmaster shall he responsible for such immediate delivery of every such article, and
shall cause delivery to be made of all such articles received at his office bearing such stamp
and entitled







SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS. 255





OFFICIAL STAMPS. ISSUE OF 1873. 257

franking



258 OFFICIAL STAMPS.—ISSUE OF 1 873.

available. The



OFFICIAL STAMPS. ISSUE OF 1873. 259

Department of Agriculture. A panel, curved above the central

oval, bears the word " agriculture ". In the upper left corner are " dept.

of" and in the upper right corner the letters " u. s." entwined.

The Executive. A panel, curved above the oval, bears the word
" executive " In the upper corners are respectively " u '' and " s ", in small

circles, surrounded by arabesques. The background is filled with vertical

stripes,



26o OFFICIAL STAMPS.—ISSUE OF J 873.

Varieties of the

higher values of the

Departmeut of State.

Paper,

Reference



OFFICIAL STAMPS.—ISSUE OF 1873. 26r

24 cents golden yellow, deep golden yellow, olive-yel-

low, pale orange-yellow



262 OFFICIAL STAMPS. ISSUE OF 1873.

7 cents dull blue, dark blue, gray-blue, ultramarine,

bright ultramarine

10 cents dull blue, dark blue, gray-blue, dark ultra-

marine, bright ultramarine

I 2 cents dull blue, dark blue, ultramarine, bright ultra-

marine

15 cents dull blue, dark blue, gray-blue, pale ultrama-

rine, ultramarine, bright ultramarine

24 cents dull blue, dark blue, gray-blue, ultramarine,

bright ultramarine

30 cents dull blue, dark blue, dark ultramarine, bright

ultramarine

90 cents dull blue, dark blue, ultramarine, dark ultra-

marine, bright ultramarine

Variety:

2 cents deep green, deep yellow-green. Error of

color

Post Office Department.

May 24th, 1873. I cent black, gray black

2 cents black, gray-black

3 cents black, gray-black

6 cents black, /F1 26.67 Tf
BT
1 0 0 T7 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 1062 1431 Tm
(black,)Tj
ET
T
/F1 29.67 Tf
BT
1 0 0 18uSle,
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24 cents dark yellow-green

30 cents dark yellow-green, dark blue-green

90 cents dark yellow-green, dark blue-green

Treasury Department.

1873-76. 1 cent dark brown

2 cents dark brown, yellow-brown

3 cents dark brown

6 cents dark brown, brown

7 cents dark brown

10 cents dark brown

12 cents dark brown

15 cents dark brown

30 cents dark brown

90 cents dark brown

War Department.

1873-76. I cent pale rose-red, pale brown-rose, deep brown-rose

2 cents pale rose-red, dark rose-red

3 cents brown-rose, deep brown-rose

6 cents

palerose-red7centspalebrown-rose90centsrose-red,brow73-76.12centsdarkrose-red,brown-rose15centspalerose-red,darkrose-red24centspalerose-red30centsrose-red90centsdarkrose-redpale1873.centpaleDepartment.

3

cents24cents24centsDepa-rose,3centsblue-greenTreasuryDepartment.3centsdarkyellow-brown90centsdarkyellow-brown90centscents
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Other United States stamps, from a man who was evidently not a
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" Sir :—The following explanation of the use of the 10
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Official Stamps.
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was effected in the law, with respect to the manner of crediting the Post

Office Department for the work of carrying the correspondence of the other

departments. This Act provided :

"That the Secretaries respectively of the Departments of State, Treasury, War, Navy
and Interior and the Attorney General, are authorized to make requisitions
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Stamps ordered to certain discontinued issues of postage stamps, at the postage stamp manufac-







NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL STAMPS. ISSUE OF 1 865. 29r

10 cents pale gray-green, gray-green, deep gray-green,

green, deep green,
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front, and is clad in full, flowing robes, ''u. s. postage " at the top; other

inscriptions in







NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL STAMPS. ISSUE OF 1875.

STAM17 Tm
(1875Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 789 1 389 608
(STA36F)Tj
ET
/F1 83 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 6F1 6.11 STAcentsL)Tj
ET
/F1 31.11 Tf
BT
1 0 0 19361 6.10 Tm
NoS.STA60FSTA72F
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The annual reports of the Postmaster General furnish the following











NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL STAMPS. ISSUE OF 1879. 3°S

6 dollars blue, dark blue, chalky blue

9 dollars yellow-orange, orange

12 dollars deep green, deep yellow-green, blue-green

24 dollars dark violet

36 dollars dull rose, brown-rose, Indian red

48 dollars orange-brown, deep orange-brown

60 dollars pale purple, purple, deep purple

Variety:

60 cents dull brown-red. Imperforate.

On page 285 will be found a letter of the Third Assistant Postmaster

General, recommending the destruction of certain obsolete postage stamps,

of which a tabular
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Dec. 31,1882. Mch. 31, 1883. June 30, 1883. Total.

2,963 2.958
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Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1887 :

Quarter Ending :



NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL STAMPS. ISSUE OF 1879. 31

1
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Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June











Newspaper and Periodical Stamps.

Issue of 1895.

In the report of the Third Assistant Postmaster General for 1894 we

read

:

" A new series of newspaper and periodical stamps has also been decided on, differing

in size materially from tlie old series, but maintaining their general characteristics. Several

OOicial °^ '^"^ ^'^^ °f stamps of this new series have been engraved, but none of the working plates.

ftiinouncenient. f^e colors are as yet undetermined, but the denominations will be as follows: 1, 2, 3, 5,

10, 25 and 50 cents, and $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100.

Further description of the





322 NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL STAMPS.
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oictuips issut

Sept. 30,

I cent
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from undistributed stock in the vaults of the Stamp Agent at the Bureau of

Engraving and Printing. The balance of this stock was subsequently

destroyed, as were also the stamps returned by postmasters

Only about one half of the 55,000 sets were sold, as is shown in the

following extract from the
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Dates of issue.

Design and color.

in the mode of collecting and accounting for short paid postage, it has been decided to have
the same go into practical operation on the ist of











POSTAGE
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It has been reported, on supposedly good authority, that the Bureau
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From the annual reports of the Postmaster General and other sources

we obtain the following statistics of quantities of these stamps issued to

deputy postmasters :

Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending

duringtheStampsduringofof
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(—)Tj
ET
/
3 Tf
BT
1 0 0 66/F152683 TmStampsOF

———
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ReANOus for making
tliu reprints.

Offlcial circular.

The American Journal of Philately was the only journal that took the

trouble to describe the stamps.

I have not been able to find any official statement of the reason for

making the reprints and re-issues of 1875, but it is generally understood that

the prime cause was
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of the original and no attempt was made Tj
ET
/F1 BT
1 022 Tf
BT
1 0 0 110611 2571 Tm
imitatef

the
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Possible reasons for

this printing.

Cliaracteristics.

Beference List.

Flatcs.

Printing by tlie

Americftn Banic

Note Co.

It is not easy to understand why a special printing should be made of

stamps that were in use at the time. As it was announced that the stamps

would be without gum—and, therefore, unfinished—collectors could scarcely

be expected to be eager purchasers, when perfect specimens might be obtain-

ed at post ofifices. Perhaps they were





354 REPRINTS, ETC.—ISSUE OF 1 882.—ISSUE OF 1 883.

1875, Received

July 16, 1880, Received
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As was said on page 249, the majority of the original stamps appear

to have been printed from the plate before it was numbered. I have never

Plate number, seen or heard of an original sheet which bore a number. I have, however,

recently obtained a used

it

which

wasusedwasanoftheoriginaltheobtainedtheheardofthewasofthewashavewasthetheoftheSTAMPS.thethethethewasofthehavenevertie Tm
(was)Tj
ET
/F1 28.33 Tf
BT
140 0 21611 2asold(number.)Tj
ET
/F1 23.33 Tf
BT
1 2400 21300 25Franklin(number.)Tj
ET
0F1 32.86 Tf
BT
12573 221338 25Eagle(STAMPS.)Tj
ET
/F1 28.33 Tf
BT
15 0 111394 251875,Tm
(the)Tj
E2
EF1 28.89 Tf
BT
1500 111574 24R2 Tiv(obtained)Tj
ET
/F1 29.44 Tf
BT
1 20 0311359 2410,000PRINTS,anthetheobtainedoriginalrecentlythetheonobtainedoriginal
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Department of 0 0 1 907 268166
1 1 261 948Driculture1 907 268166k6
1 1 261 948Dricu46
1 0 261 2 2652 Tm
(REP8(ETC.)Tj
ET
/F1 6310406
1 1 261 15c 1547 2642 Tm(ETC.)Tj
ET
/F1 6352 Tf504T
1 0 0 1 528 2552 Tm
(Department)Tj
ET
/F1 26.CTAf504T
1 0 0 1 738 2552 8(ETC.)Tj
ET
/F1 63789Af504T
1 0thure1 907 26817.29S,)Tj
ET
/F1 29.5 Tf505T
1 0Interior2652 Tm
(REP8(ETC.)Tj
ET
/F1 631005Tf505T
1 02c 1547 2642 Tm(NTS,)Tj
ET
/F1 29 33 T456T
1 0 0 1 528 2552 Tm
(Department)Tj
ET
/F1 26.C2 T456T
1 0 0 1 738 2552 7.62C.)Tj
ET
/F1 63789Af455T
1 0Justicure1 907 2681rtment
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Department of Justice.
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5 cents soft dull blue

10 cents dark gray-green

25 cents rose-red

These stamps were, doubtless, intended to form part of the 1875 series

of reprints and
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Reference List.

Second design.

Varieties.

Reference List.

1875-

1877?

1889?

White Wove Paper.

Imperforate.

Black surcharge. Signature of E. W. Barber.

No value, yellow-brown

Black surcharge. Signature of A. D. Hazen.

No value, yellow-brown, pale yellow-brown, bistre-brown

Red surcharge. Signature of A. D. Hazen.

No value, rose,

paleSeconddeenceNopaleD.A.palepaleA.D.RedRedofNo-
(A.)Tj
ET
/F1 30 Tf
BT
1 0 541 401 2237 work.rown
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There were at least two plates made for this seal. The first contained

one hundred impressions,
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the upper border, taken from another transfer. This piece frequently ex-

tends a trifle below the bottom line of the lower border and the vertical shad-

ing lines usually fail to join. There is another point by which this seal may
be distinguished from the photo-engraved seals. In the left border there

are eight vertical lines of shading, not counting the line which marks the

edge of the outer bevel. T he ninth line is interrupted by the edge of the

inner bevel. However, this line is unbroken from about the level of the

bottom of the " u " of







374 OFFICIAL SEALS.

Rouletted i6j4 on one side.

No value, black

The type-set seals were subsequently printed in blocks of four, pro-

bably with a view to increased rapidity of production. In these blocks two

of the seals are placed tete beche to the other two. There are two of these

groups : in the first, one of the seals has a period between

of

No

foj
0
321 40.8f7 Tf
BT
1 0 0 1 91 (the)Tj
E1
/f3883.5 Tf289237.78 Tf
B1 0 0 1 1347 302515
7 1
(between)097f289237.88WfBT
1 0 0 1 14922842
1 
713
1 0 e
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" And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be lawful for the

said





378 APPENDIX.

Penny post

anthorlzed.

All letters, etc., from Newport, Boston, Portsmouth and Annapolis, to any place not exceed-

ing 100 English miles : Single, 6 pence
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furnish a list of names of disaffected deputy postmasters, and that he assign reasons why
the late resolves of Congress for regulating the post-office are not carried into execution.

Act of Congress, February 17, 1777.—Committee appointed to revise regulations of
post-office.

A ct of Congress, April 12, 1777.—That the Postmaster-General be authorized to in-
crease compensation
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Act of CoDgress,

Oct. 18, 1782.

State moooy refused

for postage.

Only specie

Onlyforpostage.ofOnlyforofofOnlymoooyOnlyOnlyStatemoooyStateOnlyOnlyOnlyOnlyOnlyofforOnlyOnlyOnlyActfor18,OnlyofOnlyOnlymoooyOnlyOnlyOnlyofOnlyOnlyof
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Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives, during their actual

attendance in any session of Congress and twenty days after such session.

All letters to or from the Secretary of the Treasury, Assistant Secretary
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Treasury, Register of the Treasury, Treasurer of the United States, Commissioner of
the Revenue, supervisors of the
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Any memorandum written on a newspaper or other printed paper, and

8er
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ActJuly 2, 1836, section )6.—No postmaster shall receive free of postage or frank any
letter or packet composed of or containing anything other than money or paper.

All letters and packets to a"d from Dolly P. Madison, relict of the late James Madison,
shall be received and conveyed by post free of postage for and during her
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Pony Express.

Postage stamps as

currency.

Letter carriers.

not to exceed 4 pounds, at the rate of 1 cent an ounce, or fraction of an ounce, to any place

in the United States under 1,500 miles ; 2 cents an ounce or fraction of an ounce over 1,500

miles, to be prepaid by postage-stamps.

Act February 27, 1861, section 13.
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money-ordtr sysitm at such post-offices as he may deem suitable therefor, and which shall he Money order ayitem.

designated as money-order offices.

Act May 17, 1864, section 3.—Provides that no money order shall be issued for
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Act June 6, 1872, section 150.—Requires that the postage on all mail-matter, except
as hereinafter provided, must be prepaid at the time of mailing.

Act June 8, 1872, sedion 151.— Permits mail-matter on which one full rate has been
prepaid to be forwarded to destination, and the unpaid rate collected on delivery.

Ait June i, 1872, section
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Official stamps

authorized.

Seyrspaper and

periodical rates.

Sixth. Publications sent and received by the Smithsonian Institution, if marked
" Smithsonian exchange."

Seventh Newspapers, periodicals, and magazines exchanged between publishers, not

exceeding i6 ounces in weight.

Eighth. Weekly
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Addenda
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Issue of 1863 :





Local stamps, First

Lockport, N.

FirstFirs3.8j
ET
/F1 24.29 T671T
295 0 1 the04 208 Tm
&e2
ET
/F1 24.63 Tf
0 
262 0 1 40uisville04 208 Tm
&e0 cm
/F1 24.67 T553 
262 0 1 carriers'Tm
(Lockport,)3j
ET
/F1 24.29 T674 
263 0 1 490 24Tm
(Lockpor8)3j
ET
/F1 24.63 T782 
263 0 1 :04 208 Tm
&e7.3j
ET
/F1 24.63 Tf
BT
230 0 1 David2 Tm
(stamps,.Tj
ET
/F1 26.67 T648T
230 0 1 B.492 Tm
(Firs9)76)Tj
ET
/F1 21 Tf
BT
230 0 1 WhartonTm
(Lockport,)3j
ET
/F1 24.29 T820 
231 0 1 490 24Tm
(LockporN.)56Firs9
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One dollar and ninety two cents

413Oneand
(cents)Tj
E8/F1 23.33 Tf
BT
1 7 0 13883 2146 Tm
:oOne413413twocents413and413
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