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PREFACE

AS long ago as 1884 the National Philatelic. il Society appointed Messrs. R. R. Bogert

and Joseph Rechert a committee





INTRODUCTION.

THE more general use in the United States than elsewhere, of envelopes officially stamped,

for postal purposes, is



INTRODUCTION.

rated. This arrangement, it will be found, does not separate those values and dies heretofore

considered as forming the several series.

The Newspaper Wrappers, Letter Sheets, the Envelopes of the War and Post Office Depart-

ments, etc., have also been listed separately.

In the manufacture of the envelope, however, the paper comes first, and therefore in the

introduction the general character of the paper, with the succeeding changes in its color, quality,

watermark, etc., have been first treated, then the various



UNITED STATES ENVELOPES.

CONTRACTS.
THE United States Post-Office Department has never made the envelopes issued by it, but has





WATERMARKS, KNIVES. 9

In A5 the letters are set at an angle of over 50 with the cross lines.
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io UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

more uniformity in the Nesbitt issues, but few variations in the Reay and early







NESBITT AND REAY KNIVES. 13

knife 16, as on three different forms, and the four values that are only known on knife 15 as

having two different sizes As this list was the basis of most that have followed, it is not
surprising that collectors have long been looking for what does not exist. As the corners of the

bottom flap are generally wanting, the liability to error is increased unless the angles mentioned
are observed.

No/e.—There are two odd knives that belong here, one is like knife 14, but the lower flap is

rounder, and the upper flap is like knife 3, but sharper, and the size is 260 by m. The other is

like knife 15 with upper flap of knife 3, and the size is 271 by 117 mm.

Knife 17, Note Size, No. 7, Nesbitt, 1864, should cut a blank folding



i 4 UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

than knife 24, and their ends are nearly square, meeting the small concave curve at a sharp point,

and only slightly rounded into the lower edges. These ends are quite narrow, that of the right

flap measuring about 18 mm. The left flap measures nearly 2 mm. more from the left edge of the

envelope to



PLIMPTON KNIVES. '5

flap is of the sharp form. It has the same differences with the other knives as noted





VALUES OR DENOMINATIONS. 17

Though in this work all the prominent dies have been numbered as nearly as possible in







I'XI TED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

THIRD SERIES.

The next or third series of Nesbitt embraced the third design of
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NESBITT AND RRAY DIRS. 23

the upright stroke of E of Cents, it will be found that these letters





PLIMPTON DIES. 25

g. Periods both square, plainly defined dot in each 0, the bust has no ear.

//. Same as g, but bust with ear.

i. Period after U round, with square centre, that after S triangular, but crossed by



26 UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

Die 58, Two Cents, Plimpton, i S 7 5 . A copy of die 35,



PLIMPTON DIES. 27

with colorless numeral on each side; ends of labels and ovals connected by two colorless lines

crossed to form two and one-half diamonds; a half diamond next the top of the left oval, and full

diamond next the label; an imperfect diamond next to the bottom of the left oval and half dia-

mond next the label; full diamond next the label and a half diamond next the bottom of the
right oval; a diamond next the top of the right oval and half diamond next the label, a short
waved line on each side of these from the labels to the

















HISTORICAL NOTES. 35

The dates of issue are thus shown to be :

i cent, re-issue July 1866.

2 " " Post " September 1864.

3 " rose September 1S64.

6 " rose September 1864.

9 " December 1865.

12 " December 1865.

18 " December 1865.

24 " December 1865.

30 " December 1865.

40 " December 1865.

10 " re-issue J



36 UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

FIFTH SERIES, REAY, 1870-74.

" Near the close of 1869," says Third Assistant Postmaster-General Hazen. " the Nesbitt

contract was rescinded by order of Postmaster-General Creswell, to take effect March 31,

1870, and under date of January 10, 1870. proposals were invited for a new contract to begin

on the 1st of lulv, 1870, provisional arrangements having been made with Nesbitt & Co. for a

temporary supply meanwhile—from April 1 to June 3c—at a reduction of 15 per cent, from

previous prices. This contract was awarded to George H. Reay, of New York." Accordingly,

























48 rSITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

In size No. 4'^, variety /. Upper 3^ diamond entirely without color, a clearly



HISTORICAL NOTES. 49

Variety c, similar

c,c,c,Variety49c,494949



50 VXITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC

JULY, 1884, DIE.

Owing to the difficulties attending the use of this die another (die
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HISTORICAL NOTES.
5 1

nouncing the change in the schedule, and dated at Washington, September isi, [886, it is stated





HISTORICAL NOTES. 53

OFFICIAL STAMPED ENVELOPES.

THE act of the Forty-Second Congress Statute III., Chapter 82, approved Jan. 27, 1873,
abolished the Franking Privilege or the right of Government officials and others to send all

mail matter free when the inclosure was properly indorsed with the name or frank of the person
entitled to the privilege, and imposed the same postal tax upon all official mail matter as upon



54 UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

envelopes for use with the official stamp" i. e. adhesive stamp. The circular continues:



HISTORICAL NOTES. 55

SERVICE WATERMARK.
THE Post Office stamped envelopes of this series are still more complicated by the use of the

paper watermarked with the special watermark D, adopted some time in [877 for the
unstamped envelopes. In fact,



UNITED STATES STAMPS, ETC.

PENALTY ENVELOPES.

THE stamped envelopes and service envelopes continued thus to be used concurrently by





5S UNITED STATES STAMPS, ETC.

After July, [875, the 3 cents, as in
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NESBITT ENVELOPES. 63

Paper

1860 to 1861. THREE CENTS, RED (pp. 30-31 i. ONE DIE ip. 191. ELEVEN KNIVES 'pp. 10-13

29 9 White 6 A 3-4



64 UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

Paper

1861 to 1864.
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68 UJSIITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

No.
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PLIM39N.
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PLIMPTON EA ' I 'ELOPES.

Paper

1874, Nov. to July, 1875. ONE CENT, DARK BLUE (pp. 38 39 42). ONE DIE pp. 251. FIVE KNIVES (pp. 14 151.

342









PLIMPTON ENVELOPES. 73

Paper



74 UNITED STATES ENVELOPES,















PLIMPTON ENVELOPES 77

No.
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PLIMPTOX ENVELOPES, 19

No.



VNTTED STATES ENVELOPES, i /<

Papei Knife Size W'mk

1883, Jan. TWO







PLIMP TOX EN I 'EL OPES.

No. Die



8i UNITED STATES ENVELOPE'S, ETC.

No
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No.
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No.
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POSTAL SERVICE ENVELOPES.

No.
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UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

No. Die Paper Knife

1873. THIRTY CENTS, DARK RED ipp. 56-57'. ONE DIE ip. 29) ONE KNIFE (p. hi.

1720 116 White 30 8 Bi S









UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, ETC.

Pap. Si/i Wink

1875. THIRTY CENTS, RED pp. 57-58). ONE DIE <P. 29), TWO KNIVES (P. 14).

'775























NEWSPAPER WRAPPERS. 105

No.0 0 .
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REA Y ENVELOPES.
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UNITED STATES ENVELOPES.



PLIMP TON ENVELOPES.



'14 UNITED STATES ENVELOPES.
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PLIMPTON ENVELOPES. ii7



n8 VXITED STATES ENVELOPES.
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Nesbitt. NOTJE. iwx'i;' mm.

Nesbitt. Ii
i Letter. 139x83 mm.









Nesbitt. Ordinary Letter. 1.37x78 mm.

i''\^.; mm.





Nesbitt. Extra Letter. [60x90 mm.



X ESB1TT. Official.
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Nbsbitt. Extra Official. •,>4II\1(III MM.





Nesbitt.
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Official. ££6x9ti MM.





Reay. Note. No. 1. 134x73 mm.

, - <"J[|~"

Reay. Ordinary Letter, No. '.'. 139x78 mm.









Rea n i Letter. \<>. •'•., L01.X90 MM.





Keay,
/

i'lmmi'ton.
(

Extra Official, No. 8. 359x110 mm.



Note, No. I. 134x73 mm.

Plimpton. Ordinm;v Lktter, No. 2. 139x78 mm.









Plimpton. Note. No. 1. 134x73 mm.



Plimpton. Full Letter, No. : >. 140x83 mm.



43

Extra Letter. N 161x90 MM.



Plimpton. Official, No. 226x100 mm.







I'l.l M PTON. Large Baronial. No. 11. 131x11 >5 m m .



Plimpton. Legal, No. 9. 170x95 mm.



REAY ami I'l.lMITuX. L63x238 mm.

Plimpton. 1.63x238 mm.

I'i.i.m pros
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