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SCHEDULE OF STAMP DUTIES 

ON AND AFTER AUGUST 1, 1866 . 

• • 

.Accidental In}uries to persons, tickets or contracts for in-· 
• surance agatnst . ~ .. · . · · .. · .......•...... · .. 

.Affidavits in suits or legal proceedings· · · · · · . · · · · · · · · · · 

.Agreement or Contract,.other than domestic or inland bills 
of lading: For- every sheet or piece of paper 
upon which either of the same shall be wTitten. 

.A.g·reemen(, rene\val of, same stamp as original instrument . 
.Appraisement of value or damage, or for any other purpose: 

For each sheet of paper on \vhich it is ·written. 
.As.Yignrnent of a Lease, same stamp as original, and addi

tional stamp upon the value or consideration of 
transfer, according to the rates of stamps on 
deeds. (See Conveyance.) . 

.Assignment of Policy of Insurance, same stamp as original 
instrument. (See Insurance.) 

.Assignment of Mortgage, same stamp as that required upon 
· a mortgage for the amount remaining unpaid. 

(See Mortgage.) . · 
Bank Check, draft, or order for a,ny sum of money dra\vn 

upon any ba.nk, banker, or trust company, at 
sight or on .demand . · ... · ............. · . · · . 

When dra\vn upon any. other . person or persons, 
companies or corporations, for any sum exceed-
ing $10, at sight or on demand· ....... · . · . · · · 

Bill of Exchange, (Inland,) draft, or order for the payment 
· · of any sum of money not exceeding $100, other-

'vise than at sight or on demand, or any promis-
• sory note, or any memorandum, check, receipt, 

or other written or printed evidence of an amount 
of mot\ey to be paid on demand or at a time 
designated: For a sum not exceeding $100 · . · . · 

A.nd ·for every additional $100, or fractional part 
thereof in excess of $100 · .. · ••...••..... · · · · 

Bill of Exchange, (Foreign,) or letter of credit, drawn in, 
but payable out of, the United States: If dra\vn 
singly, same rates of duty as ·inland bills of ex .. 
change or promissory notes. 

If drawn in sets of three or more, for every bill 
of each set, 'vhere the sum made payable shall 
not exceed $100, or the equivalent thereof in 

£ . f any oretgn currency ......•••.........••••. 
· And for every additional $100, or fractional part 

thereof in excess of $1 00 ..••... · · · · . · ... · . · · · 

Stamp Duty • 

e:xempt . 
exempt . 

5 cts . 

5 cts . 

2 cts. 

2 cts. 

• 

~ cts. 

5 cts. 

2 cts. 

~ cts .. 
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Bill of Lading or receipt (other thnn charter party) for · 
any goods, merchandise, or effect~ to be exported 
from a port or place in the United State~ to any 
foreign port or place .. · ••.. · · ... · ~ .· · . · · · · · · 

BiU of Lading, to any port in British.North .Atnerica · · · ..-
BiU of Lading, domestic or inland .... . ......... / ... · .. 
BiU of Sale by \Yb~ch any ship· or vessel, or any part there
-- · of, shall be conveyed to or vested in any other 

person or persons: When the considerAtion shall 

' · 

Stamp Duty. 

10 cts. 
exempt. 
exempt. 

not exceed $500 . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . 50 cts. 
Exceeding $500, and not exceeding $1,000 · · · · · ·. $1 00 · 
Exceeding $1,000, for every additional amount of 

$500, or fractional part thereof. · · .. · · · · . · · • · 
Bond for indemnifying any person for the payment of ·any 

sum of money: When the money ultimately re
coverable thereupon is $1,000 or less· · · · - • · · · 

When in excess of $1,000, for each $1,000 or 
· fractio11 . ......... ~ ............ • ......... · · . 

Bond for due execution or performance of duties of office. 
Bond, personal, for security for the payment of money. 

(See Mortgage.) 
Bond of any description, other than such as may be re

quired in legal proceedings, or used in connec
~ion \Vith mortgag~ deeds, and not other,vise 
charged in this Schedule ..... · · -. · ~ · · · · ~ · · · · · 

Brol:,er' s Notes. (See Contract.) . 
Certificates of Measu'rement or 'veight of animals, 'vood, 

coal,orhav ..........•.. · .. ···· ..... ·· · ···· · 
Certificates rf ilfeasitrement of other articles · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Oertifi~ates of Stock in any incorporated company· · ~ · · · · 

· Certificates of Profits, or any certifieate or n1emorandum 
showing an interest in the property or accu1nula- · 
tions of any incorporated company: If for a sutn 
not less than $10 and not exceeding $50· · · · · · · 

Exceeding $50 and liot exceeding .$1, 000 · · · · · · · · 
Exceeding $1,000, for every additional $1,000, or 

fractional pnrt thereof .• · ... · · · · · · · ; · · · · ~ · · · 
Certificate. Any certificate of damage or other,vise, an4 

· all other certificates or documents issued by any 
port ·warden, marine surveyor, or other person 
acting tls such ........ · .. ~ .· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Ce?"ti.ftcate of Deposit ·of any sum of monej'in any bank or 
trust company, or \vith any banker or person 
acting as such : If for a sum not exceeding 
$100 ..................................... . 

. For a sum exceeding $100 · . · . . · ·· · · • · • · · · · · · · · · 
Oe'rtificate of any other description than those specified .. 
Oharler, renewal of, same stamp as on ·original instrument. 
Ohatt;ter Party for the charter of any ship or vessel, or 

steamer, or any letter, memorandum. or other 

50 cts. 

50 cts. 

50 cts. 
$1 OQ .. 

• 

25 cts. 

exempt. 
5 cts 

25 cts. 

10 cts. 
25 cts. · 

25 cts. 

25 cts. 

2 cts . 
5 cts. 
5 cts. 

• 

stampsmarter.com 



.., 
D 

\Vriting· relating to the charter, or any renewal 
or transfer thereof: If the registered tonnage of 
such ship, or vessel, or steamer, does not exceed 

Stamp Duty. 

150 tons ...................... · ... · · · . · · · · · · $1 00 
Excaeding 150 tons, and not exceeding 300 tons·· · $3 UO 
Exceeding 300 tons. and not exceeding 600 tons·· $5 00 
Exceeding 600 tons . · . · ... · ... · ....... · · · · · · · $10 O<(' · 

Check. Bank check···. •4•··· ••••....•.. .... -~ · •... ·· 2 .... cts. . . . 
Contract. Broker's note, or memorandum of sale .of any 

goods or merchandise, exchange,. real estate, or 
property of any kind or description issued by 
brokers or persons acting as such: For each note 

. or memorandum of sale· , · .. · · · · ..••... · • · • · 
Bill or memorandum of the sale or contract for the 

sale of stocks, bonds, gold or silver bullion, coin, 
promissory notes, or other securities. made by 

10 cts. 

brokers, banks, or bankers, either for the benefit . 

• ,. 

of others or on their own account: For each hun-
dred dollars, or fractional part thereof, of the 
amount of such sale or contract ..... · · · · . · · · · 

Bill or memorandum of the sale or contract for the 
sale of stocks, bonds. gold or silver bullion, coin, 

I. 

promissory notes, or other securities, not his or 
their 0\Vll p:-op~rty, made by any rerson, firm, 
or company not paying a s·pecial · tax as broker, 

•bank, or banker: For each hundred dollars, or 
fractional . part thereof,· of the amount of such 
sale or contract ......................... · · · · 

Oont1·rtcl. (See .Agreement.) . 
Oont'ract, renewal of, same s~omp as original instrument. 
Conveyance, deed, instrument, or 'vriting, \vhereby any 

lands, tenements, or other realty sold shall be 
.granted. assigned, transferred, or otherwise con
veyed to or vested in the purchaser or purchaser~, 
or any other person or persons, by his, her, or 
their direction, when the consideration or value 
do~s ~t exceed $500 · · · ..........•.. · · · · · · · 

When the consideratiot1 exceeds $500, and does not 
exceed $1, 000 · . · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... · 

And for every additional $500, or fractional part 
thereof, in excess of $1, 000 . • .......... · ~ · .. .. . 

Conveyance. The ackno,vle.dgment of a deed~ Qr proof by 
• 

tt WI~ness· .... .. .......... ··· .... . , .. ..... . 
Conveyance. Certificate of record of a deed. · · · · · · · · . 
Credit, Letter qf. Same as Foreign Bill of Exchange .. 
Custom-house Entry. (See Entry.) 
Custom-house Withdrawals. (See •Entry.) 
Deed. (See (]onvey~nce Trust Deed.) 
Draft. Same as Inland Bill of Exchange. 
Endorse,ne·Ht of any negotiable instrument .•••••.. · .... 

• 

1 ct. 

5 cts. 

fiO cts. 

$1 00 

50 cts. 

exempt. 
exempt. 

exempt . 
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Entry of any goods, \vares, or merchandise at any custom
bouse~ either for consumption or \Varehousing: 
Not. exceeding $100 in value ..•..... · · · . · · ... 

Exceeding $100, and not exceeding $500 in •alue. 
Exceeding $500 in value · · · · · · · . · · · .. · · · · · · · · 

Entry for the withdrawal of any goods or merchandise 
from bonded \varebouse · · · .. · · · · .. · · . · · · · · . · 

Stamp Duty. 

25 cts. 
50 cts. 

$1 00 

50 cts. 
Gauger's Returns . . ,. · . . •... · ......•.. · . · • · .. · • ~ . · · · · . exempt. 

, In~o1·se·ment upon a stamped obligation in ackuo\vledgment 
of its fulfillment ......... ·. · ·. · · · · · · · · .. ·.·.. exempt. 

Insurance (Life) policy: Wllen the amount insured shall 
· not exceed $1, 000 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 25 cts. 

Exceeding $1 000, and not exceeding $5,000 · · ·.. . 50 cts. 
Ex.ceeding $5,000. · · · · · •. · · • · · · · · · · · . · · · · · · · · $1 00 

Insurance (Marine, Inland, and Fire) policies, or renewals 
of the same: If the premium does not exceed $10. 10 cts. 

Exceeding $10, and not exceeding $50 · · · · · · · · . . 25 cts. 
Exceeding $50 · · · · · · · · · · . · · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . 50 cts. 

Insurance contractz:1 or tickets against accidental injuries 
• • 

to persons · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · exempt. 
Lease, agreement, rnemorandntn, or contract for the hire, 

use, ot• rent of. any land, tenement, or portion 
thereof: Where the rent or rental value is $300 
per annum or less· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .· · · · · · · · · · · 

·· WheFe the rent ·or rental value exceeds the sum of 
$300 per annum, for each additional $200, or 
fractional part thereof in excess 9f $300 • • •... 

Legal Documents: 
Writ, or other original process by 'vhich any suit 

is commenced in a.ny court of record, either of 
la'v or equity· · · · . · · · · · · · • · · · · · · . · . · · · · · · · · 

Y\There the amount claimed in a 'vrit, issued by a 
court not of record, is $100 or over· · · .. · . · · · · 

Upon every confession of judgment, or cognovit, 
for $100 or over (except in those cases \vhere the 
tax for the \vrit of a commencement of ·Suit has 
been· paid) · · • . · . · · · · · · • · · · . . . . . . . · ......... . 

Writs or other process ·on appeals from justice 
courts or other courts of inferior jurisdiction to 
a court of record · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. · ......... . 

Warrant of . distress, \V·hen the amount of rent 
claimed does not exceed $100 · · • • ~ · · · · · ..... . 
When the amount claimed exceeds $100 · ..... . 

Lette1·s qf .Adm1'nitil1·at·ion. (See Probate nf JVill.) 
Letter of Credit. Same as Bill of Exchange, (Foreign.) 
Ma1tijest for custom-house entry or clearance of the cargo 

of any ship, veHsel, or stea1ner, for a foreign 
port: . . 

If the registered tonnage of such ship, vessel, ·or 
steamer does not exceed 300 tons· · · .. · .. · · · . 

• 

50 cts. 

50 cts. 

50 cts. 

·50 cts. 

50 cts. 

50 cts. 

25 cts. 
50 cts .. 

• 

~1 00 
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7 
Stamp Duty. 

Exceeding 300 ton~, and not exceeding 600 tons· · $3 00 
Exceeding 600 tons. · · . · · · ·: · · • · · · · . · • · · · · • • · $5 00 
[These provisions do not apply to vessels or steam-

boats plying between ports of the United States 
and British North America.] 

Measurer's Returns· ....... · ..•...... · .... ···. ·.••.•· exempt. 
Memo1·andum cf Sale, or Broker's Note. (See Contract.) 
Mortgage of· Lands, estate, or property, real or personal, 

heritable, or moveable 'vhatsoever, a trust deed 
in the nature of a mortgage, or any person~! 
bond given as security for the payment of any 

· definite or certain sum of money: Exceeding 
$100, and not exceeding $500 · · · · · · • • • •. · · · · . 

Exceeding $500, and not exceeding $1,000 · · · · · · $1 
And fo" every· additional $500, or fractional part 

thereof in excess of $1,000 . · · ... · · · .... · ..... 
Order for payment of money, if the amount is $10 ·or 

over · · · · · .... .. · · . . . , · •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
P~age Ticket on any vessel from a port in the United 

States to a foreign port, not exceeding $35 ... . 
Exceeding $35, and not exceeding $50.· ..... ·. . $1 

50 cts. 
00 

50 cts. 

2 cts. 

50 cts. 
00 

Aud for every additional $50, or fractional part 
thereof in excess of $5.0 ••••..•.••... · · ... · .. $1 00 

Passage tickets to ports in British North America 
Pawner's Ohecl.·s ?. · · · · '. · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · · .. · · · · • ·· 
Power of Attorney, for the sale or transfer of any stock, 

bonds, or scrip, or for the collection of any divi
dends or interest thereon· · • · · · · . · . · . · ... · ... 

Pou;er of Atto1·ney or proxy for voting at any election for 
officera of any incorporated company or society, 
except religious, charitable, or literary societies, · 
or public cemeteries· . • • • · · · · · · · · · ........ . 

Power of Attorney to receive or collect rent · · · · · · ... · .. 
• Potve1· of Attorney to sell and convey real estate, or to 

exempt. 
5 cts. 

25 cts. 

10 cts·. 
25 cts. 

• 

00 
50 cts. 

rent or lease the same · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . · · . . . . $1 
Hower of Attorney for any other purpose· · · · · · · . · · · .•.. 
Probate of WiU, or letters of administration: Where the 

estate and effects for or in respect of which such 
probate or letters of administration applied for 
sooll be sworn or declared not to exceed the 
value of $2,000 . · .. · · · · · · · · · ., . · · • · · · • · . • · .. $1 00 

Exceeding $2, 00(), for every addition~} $1,!000, or 
fractional part' the-reof, in excess of' $2,000 · · .. 

Promissory Note. (See Bill f?f Exchange, Inland.) 
Deposit note to mutual insurance companies, "·hen 

policy is subject to duty· · · · · · · · . · . · . •, ..... . 
Rene\val of a note, subject to same duty as an 

original note. 
Protest of note, bill of exchange, acceptance, check, or 

draft, or any marine protest .. ·. · . · ... · ..... . 
• 

50 cts. 

. 
exempt. 

25 cts . 

stampsmarter.com 
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Quit Claim Deed t.o be stamped as a conveyance, except 
when given as a release of a mortgage by the 
mortgagee to the mortgagor, in which case it is 
exempt; but . if it contains covenants rna.y be 
subject as an agreement or contract. 

Receipt for satisfaction of any mortgage or judgment or 
decree of anv court · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ., 

Receipts for any sum of money or debt due, . or for a draft 
· or other instrument given for the payment of 
. money: Exceeding $20, not being for satisfaction 

of any mortgage or judgment or decree of court. 
(See lndo'rsement.) · 

Receipts for the deliyery of property · · · • · · · · · • • · · · · · · · 
Renewal of .Agreement, contract, or charter, by letter or 

otherwise, same stamp as original instrument. 
Sheriff' & Return on writ, or other process · · · · · · ·. · · · (. · · 
Trust Deed, maq.e to secure a debt, to be etamped as a 

mortgage. · . 
Warehouse Receipt~· · · · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ." · · . · · · .. 
Warront of Attornfy accompanying a bond or note, if the 

• 

Stamp Duty. 

exen1pt • 

2 cts. 

exempt. 

exempt . . 

exempt. 

bond or note is stamped· · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · . exempt. 
exempt. Weigher's Returns · · · · · · · · · · · · · .• · • · · · · · · ... · • . . · · · .. 

Writs and other process in any criminal or other suits com-

• 

• 

menced by the United States or any State· · · · · 
Offioial documents, intrtrume~ts, an~ p'npersjs.sued 

by officers of the United States Government· · · 
Official instruments, documents, and papers issued 

by the officers of any State, county, town, or 
other municipal corporation, in the exercise of 
functions strictly belonging to them in their or
~linary governmQntal or municipal capacity.··· 

CANCELLATION. 

exempt. 

exempt. 

exempt . 

In all cases \vhere an adlzesive stamp is used for denoting the stamp 
duty upon an instrument, the person using or affixing the same must 
'vrite or imprint t~ereupon in ink the initials of his name, and the 
date on 'vbich the .same is attached o~ used. When statnps are 
printed upon checks,. &c., so that in filling up the instrument, the 
face of the starnp is a.nd must necess.arily be \vritten across, no other 
cancellation will be required. # 

·All cancellation must be distinct and legible, and except in the case 
of proprietary starnps from · private dies, no method of cancellation 
\vhich differs frotn that above described \\'ill be recognized by this 
office as legal and sufficient. 

stampsmartet.com 
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STAMPING OF INSTRUMENTS BY COLLECTORS PRIOR TO THE ISSUING OF THE 

SAME, AND BY COLLECTORS AND PARTIES INTERESTED AFTER THEY HAVE 
BEEN ISSUED. 

Any person having an instrument about to be issued, may present 
it to the collector, \vho, under the authority conferred upon him by 
section 162, \vill so stamp it as to place. the sufficiency of that particu · 
Iar instrument beyond all question ~o far as ·stamp duties are con~ 
cerned. The provisions of the section can in no · case be applied to 
an instrument after it has been issued or used. The collector should 
decline to stamp or impress an instrument, under this section, until the 
stamp duty 'vith which he thinks it chargeable has been paid. In 
cases of reasonable doubt he is recommended to obtajn the opinion of 
this office before affixing his stamp, unless immediate action is essen
tial to the interests of th~ parties concerned. 

Any person who has made, signed, or issued an instrument subject 
to stamp duty nnstamped or insufficiently stamped, or any person 
having an interest therein, m 1y present it to the collector of the rev
enue of. the proper district, 'vho, upon payment of the price of the 
proper stamp required by law, a penalty of fifty dollars, and, where 
the whole amount of . the tax denoted by the stamp required exceeds 
fifty dollars, on payment also of interest at the rate of six per centum 
from the day on 'vhich such stamp o·ught to have been affixed, is re .. 
quired by law to affix the stamp and to note upon the margin of the 
instrument the date of W..s ¥9 doing~~nd.~.he, fact that suc~. ,p.enalty has 
been paid. This auty is obligatory upori the collector and he has no 
legal right to refuse to perform it. 

When there is a difference of opinion respecting the stamp proper 
to be affixed, the collector should affix such a one as the applicant 
prefers: the applicant takes the risk of the validity of his instrument. 
In such cases, ho,vever, it is advisable to refer the question to this 
office . 

. When an instrument is presented to a collector to b~ stamped, under 
the provisions of section 158, he is authorized to remit the penalty if 
ft shall be proven to his satisfaction that su.ch instrument \vas issued 
without the necesiary stamp by reason of accident, mistake, inadvert
enee, or urgent necessity, and without any willful deRign to defraud 
the United States of the duty, or to evade or delay the payment 
thereof; provided such instrument is presented to him for that pur
pose, and the stamp tax chargeable thereon is paid, 'vi thin twelve cal
ertdar months after the first day of August, 1866, or within tn·elve 
calendar months after the making or issuing there<1f. 

An instrument stamped by the collector in conformity with the 
foregoing instructions is as valid to all intents and purposes (except 
as against rights acquired in good faith before such stamping and the 
recording of the instrument, if a record be required) as . if properly 
stamped when made and issued. 

An instrument issued unstamped at a time 'vhen, and in a place 
'vhere, no collection dis~rict was established, may be stamped by the 
party who issued it, or by any party having an interest therein, at any 

stampsmarter.com 
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time prl()'r to Janua·1·y 1st, 1867, and the legal effect of the statnp thus 
affixed will be the 8ame as though affixed by the collector. 

When the originals are lost, the necessary stamps may be affixed to 
copies in &11 cases 'vhich fall under section 158 or 162 . 

. 
The follo,ving' table is designed to sbo\v the date of the first estab-

li~hment of collection districts in those portions of the country \vhere 
·the foregoing provision is principally applicable : 

West Virginia October 10, 1862 Counties of Brooke, Hancock, 
Ohio, lfarshall, Witzell, Le,vis, Pleasants, Tyler, Doddridge, Harrison, 
Ritchie, Wirt, Gilmer, Calhoun, Roane, Wood, ~fonongalia, Preston, 
Taylor, Tucker, Barbour, Marion, Upslrur, Randolph, Webster, Ja.ck-
son, Mason, Putnam, Braxton, Clay, Kanawha. Cabell. · 

.October 16, 1862 'Counties of Hampshire, Hardy, Morgan, Berke-
ley, Jefferson. ~ 

April 27, 1865 Counties of PocahontaH, Pendleton, Nicholas, 
Greenbrier, },fonroe, l1ercer, McDow·ell, Wyoming, Raleigh, Fayette, 
Boone, Wayne, Logan. · 

• 

Virginia October 16, 1862 Counties of Frederick, Shenan
doah, Clark, Warren, Loudon, Fauquier, ~,airfax, Prince William, 
Alexandria, Westmoreland, Richmond, Northumberland, Lancaster, 
MiddJe·sex, Essex, Matthews, King and ·Queen, Gloucester, New 
Kent, York, James City, W ar,vick, Elizabeth City, Accomac, North
ampton, Norfolk, Princess Anae, Nanse1nopd, ·and .Isle of Wight., and 
the cities of N9rfolk and Williamsburg: 

May 3, 1865 Remainder of the State. 

North Carolina }lay 1 0, 1865. 
South Carolina May 30, 1865. 
Georgia ~fay . 30, 1865. 
Florida May 4, 1865. 
~laba1na May 16, 1865. 
Mississippi June 2, 1865. 
Lo?tisiana February 16, 1863. 
Tennessee February 7, 1863. 
Arkansas March 1, 1865. 
Texas June 5, 1865. 

• 

• • 

Each collector \viH keep a reco~d of all instruments stamped or 
impressed by him under ~he provisions of sections 158 and 162, ·in 
which must be given the names of the parties to each instrument, 
the date of its exeoution, and a sufficient description of its nature to 
sho'v the reasons for· hppressing or affixing the particular stamp. A 
certified copy of this record \vill be transmitted to this office at the 
close of each month during \vhich any entry is made. If however, 
during any month the only instruments star.Qped or impressed have 
first been submitted to this office for instructions, the transmission of 
such copy may be deferred un~l a subsequent Jnonth. 

stampsmarter.com 
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The follo,ving is _a suita.J:>le form for such record, and for the sake 
of uniformity should be adopted by a.ll collectors : 

-. 

No. Names of Date of Description of When How Penalty remitted or 
parties. Instrument. Instrument. stamped. stamped. amount collected • 

- - • 
I 
• 

• I 

. 
I 

. 
I 

• I 

. I 

I 
· ·----------------------------~---------------------------• 

The \vhole am9unt of penalties paid . to collectors for validating 
unstan1ped instrument~ should be returned on Form 58, \vith other 
una8sessed penalties, and the money should ~e ·deposited to the credit 
of the Treasury of the United States with other collections. 

That part of the act of July 1, 1862, which relates to stamp duties 
upon certain instruments therein sper.ified, took effect _October 1;1862. 
The stamp laws have been amended and changed from time to time 
since that date, viz: by the amendatory act of March 3, 1863, which 
took effect upon its passage; by the act of June 30; 18.64, which, so 
far as pertains to stamp duties upon instruments, took effect October 
1, 1864; by the amendatory act of March 3, 1865. v1hich took effect 
upon its passage, and by the amendatory act of July 13, 1866, 'vhich, 
so far ad r.egards such duties;· took effect August 1, 1866. Instruments 
should be stamped according to requirements of the la\v in force at 
the time they were mad~; eign~d, or issUed, ·and co~lectors· and oth~rs, 
when affixing stamps to instruments which 'vere issUed unstamped, 
should. bear this fact strictly in mind. 

A person who holds an unstamped conveyance founded upon a 
'~ confederate currency'' consider~tion will be allowed to affix such 
stamps thereto as he may think sufficient, and no prosecution 'vill be 
instituted by the di~ection of this office for the recovery of a penalty 
for failure to stamp it according to the nominal amount of such con
sideration. If ibe parties interested elect to stamp it according to 
the actual value of the conside~ation in United States currency at the 
date of its delivery, they 'vill be allowed to do so, taking their otvn riak 
qf the _sufficiency qf the stamp. · 

'rhe validity of a deed is a question f()r t~e courts. ·It is one of 
itnportance to the parties, but not to this office, any farther than the 
insufficiency of the stamp may affect the 1~e.venue. · 

.The foregoing is applicable to other instruments as well as to deeds . 
• 

. . 

·PENALTIES • 
• 

I 

A penalty of fifty dollars is imposed upon every person who makes, 
signs, .or issues, or who causes to be made, signed, or issued, any paper 
of any kind or description ~·hatever, or 'vho. accepts, negotiates, or• 
pays, or causes to be a~cepted! neg:_otiated, or paid, any bill of ex
change, draft, or ·order, qr promtssory note, for the payment of money, 
'vithout the same being duly stamped, or having thereupon an adhe
sive stamp for denoting the tax chargeable thereon, cancelled in the 
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manner required by law, with intent t.o evade the provisions of the 
revenue act. 

A penalty of two hundred dollars is imposed upon every pe1'son 
who pays, negotiates. or offers in payment. or receives or takes in 
payment, any bijl of exchange or order for the payment of any sum 
of money, drawn or purporting to be drawn in a foreign country, but 
payable in the United States, until the proper stamp has been affixed 
thereto. 

A penalty of fifty dollars is imposed upon every person who fraudu· 
lently makes u~e of an adhesive stamp to denote the duty required 
by the revenue act, without efl'ectually cancelling and obliterating the 
same in the manner required by law. 

It is not lawful to record any instrument, docummh, or paper 
required by law to be stamped, or any copy thereoL unless a stamp or 
stamps of the proper amount have been affixed and cancelled in the 
manner required by law; and such in~trument or copy and the record 
thereof are utterly null and void, and cannot be used or admitted as 
evidence in any court until the defect has been cured as provided in 
section 158. 

All willful violations of the law should be reported to the United 
States district attorney within and for the district where they are 
committed. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

Revenue st~ps may be used indiscriminate!.\· upon any of th e 
matters or thing:s enumerated in Schedule B, except proprietary and 
playing card stamps, for which a special use has been provided. 

Postage stamps eannot be u~ed in payment of the duty chargeable 
on instruments. · 

It is the duty of the maker of an instrument to affix the stamp 
thereto and to cancel the same in the manner required by law. 
Proper cancellation is essential. . 

Suits are commenced in many States by other process than writ, 
viz: summons, warrant, publication, petition. &c., in which cases 
these, as the original processes, severally require stamps. 

The jurat of an affidavit, taksn before a justice of the peace, 
notary public, or other officer duly authorized to take affidavit8, i8 

· held to be a certificate, and tmbject to a st.arnp duty of five cents, 
except when taken in suits or legal proceedings. 

Certificates of Loan in 'vhich there ~hall appear any written or 
printed evidence Of an am~unt of money to be paid on demand, or at 
a time designated, are subject to stamp ditty as ·• Promissory ~otes." 

When two or m9ra' persons join in the execution of an instrument, 
the stamp to which the instrument is liable under the law may be 
affixed and cancelled by either of them; nnd "when more than one 
signature is affixed to the same paper, one or more stamps may be 
affixed thereto, representing the whole amotwt of the stamp required 
for such signatures;" 

No stamp is required on any warrant of attorney accompanying a 
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bond or note, when such hond or note has affixed thereto the stamp or 
sta.naps denoting the duty required; and, whenever any bond or nete 
is secured by mortgage, but one stamp duty is required on such 
papers-such stamp duty being the highest rate required for such in
struments, or either of them. In such case a note or memorandum 
of the value or denomination of the stamp affixed should be made 
upon the margin oierin the acknowledgment of the instrument which 
is not stamped. 

Particular attention is called to the change in section 154, by 
striking out the words "or used;" theo exemption thereunder is thus 
restricted to documents, &c., issued by the officers therein named. 
Also to the changes in sections 152 and 158, by inserting the words 
"and cancelled in the manner required by law." 

The acceptor or acceptors of any bill of exchange, or OTder for the 
payment of any sum of money drawn or purporting to be drawn in 
any foreign country but pa)•able in the United States, must, before 
paying or acceptiqg the same, place thereupon a stamp indicating the 
duty. 

It is only upon conveyances of realty sold that conveyance stamps 
are necessary. A deed of real estate made without valuable consid
eration need not be stamped as a conveyance, but if it contains cove
nants, such, for instance, as a covenant to warrant and defend the 
title, ij; should be stamped as an agreement or contract. 

When a deed purportiug to be a conveyance of realty sold, and 
stamped accordingly, is inopel'ative, a deed of confirmation, made sim
ply t~ cure the defect, requires no stamp. In such case, the second 
deed should contain a recital of the facts, and should show the re~sons 
for its execution. 

A conveyance of realty sold subject to a mortgage should be 
stamped according to the consideration, or the value of the property 
unencumbered. The consideration in such case is to be found by 
adding the amount paid for the equity of redemption to the mortgage 
debt. The fact that one part of the C'Jnsideration is paid to the 
mortgagor and the other-part to the mortgagee does not chauge the 
liability of the conveyauce. . 

A receipt for a sum of money exceeding twenty dollars and not 
being for satisfaction of any mortgage, or judgment or decree of 
court, is subject to a stamp duty of two cents; but no stamp is neces
sary llpon a receipt for a package of money as distinguished from a 
receipt for a specified sum. If, however, the amount contained in the 
package is named in the receipt and exceeds the sum of twenty dol
lars, a stamp should be u~. 

A mere copy of an instrument is not subject to stamp duty unless 
it is a ce~tified one,. in whicli case a five-cent stamp should be affixed 
to the certificate of the person attesting it; but when an instrument 
is executed and issued in duplicate, triplicate, &c., as in the case of 
a lease of two or more parts, each part has the same legal effect as 
the other, and each should be stamped as an original. 

Written or printed assignments of agreementR, bonds, notes not 
negotiable, and of all other instruments the assignments <if which 
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are not particularly specified in the foregoing schedule, should be 
stamped as agreements. ..... 

When, as is generally the case, the caption to a deposition contains 
other certificates in addition to the jurat to the affidavit of the depo
nent, such as a certificate that the parties were or were not notified, 
t.hat they did or d.id not appear, that they did or did not object, &c., 
it is subject to ~ stamp duty of fiye cents. • 

When an attested copy o.f a 'vrit or other process is used by a 
· sheriff or other person in m'aking personal service, or in attaching 

property, a five-cent stamp should be affixed to the certificate of 
attestation. 

The stamp duty upon the probate of a \Viii, or upon letters of 
administration, is based upon the S\vorn or declared value of all the 
estate and effect8, real, personal, and mixed, undiminished by the 
debts of the estate for ·or in respect of \vhich such probate or· letters 
are applied for~ ~ , ·· 

When the· property belonging to the estate of ~ person deceased 
lies under different jurisdictions and it beGomes necessary to take out 
letters in two or more places, the. letters should be stamped according 
to the value of all the property, real, personal, and mixed, for or in 
respect of \Vbich the particular }etters in each case are issued. 

SCHEDULE OF STAMP DU~IES UPON ARTICLES IN SCHEDULE C, AND IN 

THE AMENDMENTS THERETO. 

P1"oprietary Medicines and P1·e]Ja'rations. For and upon 
e~ery packet, box, bottle, pot, phial, or other en
closure, contaiuing any pills, po"rders, tinctures, 
troches, lozenges, sirups, cordials, bitters, ano· 
dynes, tonics, plasters, linimenttt, salves~ oint
ments, pastes, drops, waters, essences, spirits, oils, 
or other 1nedicinal preparations or compositions 
\vhatsoever, sold, offered for sale, or removed for 
consumption and sale, by any person or persons 

' whatever, \Vhere such packet, box, &c., 'vith its 
contents, does not exceed, at retail price or value, 

Stamp Duty. 

the sum of twenty-five cents ....... - .. · · · · .. · · · · 1 cent.. 
Exceeding twenty-five and not exceeding fifty cents. 2 cents. 
Exceeding~fifLy and not exc~edin'g seventy-five cents. 3 cents. 
Exceeding, se.v.enty-five cents and not exceeding one . 

dollar · : · · · · · · · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 cents. 
Exceeding one dollar, for every additional fifty cents, 

or fractional part thereof in excess of one dollar · . 2 cents. 
O'fficinal preparations, and medicines mixed or com

pounded specially for any person according to the 
written recipe or prescription of any physician or 
surgeon. · · ......... • · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . exernpt . 

• 
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Perj~umery and Cosmetics. For and upon every packet, 'bl)x, 

• 

bottle, pot, phial, or other enclosure, containing 
any essence, extract, toilet \Vater, cosmetic, hair 
oil, pomade, hair dressing, hair restorative, hair 
dye, tooth-,vash, dentifrice, tooth· paste, aromatic. 
cachous, or any similar articles, by 'vhatsoever 
name the same heretofore have been, now are, or 
may hereafter be -called, kno\'Vn, or distinguished, 
used or applied, or to be used or applied as per
fumes or applications to the 'hair, mouth, or skin, 
sold, offered for sale, or removed for consumption 
anti sale, the same rates per package, &~.! as for 
medicines and preparations. 

F1·iction Matches. For and upon every parcel or package of 
100 or less . , ... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . ... 

More than 1 eo and not more than 200 ...••.....••. 
Fbr every additional100, or fractional part thereof·· 

WQ.X Taper.9, double the rates for friction matches. 
Oiga)· Lights made in part of wood, wax, glass, paper or 

other ma~erials, in parcels or packages containing 
twenty-five lights or less in each parcel or package. 

• 
When in parcels or packages containing more than 

twenty-five and not more than fifty lights ... • .... 
For every additional ,twenty-five lights or fractional 

part of that number, one cP.nt additional. 
Playing Oards. For and upon: every pack not exceeding 

fifty-two cards in number irrespective of price or 
value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... · . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 

Canned Meats, &c. For and upon every can, bottle, or other 
single package containing meats, fish, shell-fish, 
fruits, vegetables, sauces, sirups, prepared mustard. 
jams, or jellies, contained therein and packed 
or sealed, tnade, prepared, and sold, or offered for 
sale, or r~moved for consumption in the United 
States, on and after the first day of October, 1866, 
'vhen such can, bottle, or other single package 
'vith its contents shall not exceed t\vo pounds in 

Stamp Duty. 

1 cent. 
2 cents. 
1 cent. 

1 cent. 

2 cents. 

5 cents. 

'veight .....•. , ..•... ···· ···· ···· ····v· ...... 1 cent. 
.. For every additional pound or fractional part thereof, 1 cent. 

Cigar lights and ·pl!lying c~.rds in the hands of manufacturers and 
dealers should be stamped _according to ·the rates fixed by the law 
now in force. The fact t_hat they were manufactured prior to August 
1, 1866, and are stamped in accordance 'vith the law in force at the 
time of manufacture, does not relieve them from payment of the 
increased rates by affixing·additional stamps. 

No stamp tax is imposed upon any uncompounded medicinal drug 
.or chemical, nor upon any medicine compounded according to the 
United States or other national Pharmacopreia, or of which the full 
and proper fo~tnula is published in any of the dispensatories now or 
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hithert.o in common use among physicians or apothecaries, or in any 
pharmaceutical journal now issued by any incorporated college of 
pharmacy, un~s sold or offered for sale or advertised under some 
other name, form, or guise than that under \vhich they are severally 
denominated and laid down it1 such phartnacop~ias, dispensatories, 
or journals. ... 

No stamp tax is impo~ed upon medicines sffld to or for the use of 
any person, \vhich may be mixed and compounded for said person 
according to the ·written recipe or prescription of a physician or 
surgeon. But all medicinal articles 'vh~ther simple or compounded 
by any rule, authority, or formula, published .or unpublished, which 
are put up in a Rtyle or mannetr similar to that of patent o& proprietary 
medicines in general, or advertised in newspapers or by public hand
bills, for popular sale and use, as having any special proprietary claim 
to merit, or to any peculiar advantage in mode of preparation, quality, 
use, or effect, 'vhether such clain1 ~be real or ·pretended, are. liable to
the tax. 

' 
Stamps appropriated to. denote the duty charged upon articles 

named in Schedule C, and in the amendments thereto, cannot be used 
for any other purpose; nor can stamps appropriated to denote the 
duty upou instruments be used in payment of the duties upon articles 
enumerated in this Schedule. 

When proprietary stamps from a private die are used, if they 
are. so affixed. to the boxes, b(}ttles, or pac~ages, that, in opening the 
satne, or in using the contents thereof, tliey shall and must be unavoid
ably and effectually destroyed, no cancellation is necessary; but if they 
cannot be so affixed, they should be cancelled in the ordinary manner 
by \vriting or imprinting thereon the initials and date. When general. 
proprietary stamps are used, they must be cancelled . by \vriting or 
imprinting thereon the date and the initials of the party using or 
affixing them. , 

When proprietary medicines and preparations, perfumery, and 
cosmetics are s-tamped according to their retail price or value in the 
immediate vicinity of the place of manufacture, no ·additional stamps 
are necessary upon them, w·hatever may be the price · at \vhich they 
are offered. · 

Any person \vho offers or exposes for sale any of the articles named 
in Schedule C, or in any of the amendments thereto, \vhether 
they are imported or of foreign or domestic manufacture, is to. be 
deemed the manufacturer thereof, and subject to all the duties, 
liabilities, and penalties imposed by law in 1·egard to the sale of 
domestic articles without the use of the proper stamp or stamps for 
denoting the tax paid thereon. The stamp tax upon such articles 
~mported or of foreign manufacture is in addition to the import duties, 
but when such imported articles, except playing cards, lucifer or 
friction matches, cigar lights, and wax tapers, are sold in the original 
or unbroken packages in 'vhich the bottles or enclosures \Vere 
packed by the manufacturer, no penalty is inc.urred for \vant of the 
proper stamp. Wh~n the packages ar~ opened stamps Ahould be . 
affixed. 
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